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VERMONT  HISTORICAL  GAZHTTB]iR,--Vol.  IV 


[copyright  SI'CL'ilED  TO  MISS  HEMENWAY  FOR  VOLS.  IV  AND  V.] 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICEIS. 

Vol.  I,  II,  III,  IV,  to  one  order,  or  to  througli  subscribers,  in  paper,  $5  per  vol.  :  in 
black  cloth,  $6:  in  half  Mussia,  $7.  Volume  iv,  alone,  in  paper,  $6;  in  black  cloth, 
$J  :  in  hairpvussia,  ,$8.  As  the  Publishers  have  back  ninnbers  for  all  these  vohanes 
over  those  to  through  subscribers,  and  to  sell  this  volume  alone,  breaks  a  sett,  it  is 
not  the  advance  that  should  be  expected  for  a  volume  enriched  by  nearly  a  iiundred 
more  portraits  and  engravings  than  any  previous  volume,'  and  cannot  be  promised  at 
this  price  only  till  three  hundred  copies  may  be  sold.  Vols,  i,  11,  iii,  $5  in  pai)er ; 
cloth,  $6;  half  Turke\-,  S7,  any  vol.  or  vols. 

Washington  County  Volume,  pages  933,  $6  in  cloth,  $6.50  in  half  Am.  morocco; 
$6.75  in  h.aU' Ivussia,  $7  in  all  leather.    Town  Nos.  50  cents  each. 

Postage  will  be  prepaid  on  all  numbers  and  volumes  in  papc;  ,  and  particular  care 
given  to  tlie  niailing  where  the  subscription  is  sent  to  trie  Publisher,  with  the  Itast 
possible  delay.  Mail  orders  must  be  paid  in  advance  ;  express  orders,  not  prepaid, 
C.  O.  D  .    Publisher's  post-office,  Montpclier,  Vt. 

STAT  US  OF  THE.  WOF^K. 
Vok.  I,  IE  HI.  IV,  ready  for  delivery. 

Vol.  I. — 'I  he  lirst  six  Nos. :  Addison,  Penningtou.  Caledonia,  and  a  part  of  Chit- 
tenden County,  including  the  County  Chaplcv,  \*crmont  History  of  Lake  Champlaln. 
Polton  and  Burlington,  is  printed  in  Nunibcrs  ;  Addison,  i  ;  L'ennington,  2  ;  Caledonia, 
3  and  4.;  and  5  and  6,  Chittendeu  County-  -5o  cenls  p-r  Nani!>er.  Tiic  balance  of 
Ch.ittenden  and  Essex  Counties  in  a  half  volume,  paper,  orice  :''-2.5o 

Vol.  11. — The  towns  of  Franklin,  Grand  Isle,  Lamoille  and  Oiange  Counties,  1200 
pp.  is  only  printed  in  whole  Volume. 

Vol.  III. — 7"he  towns  of  Orleans  and  Ruthind  Counties,  prinlixl  only  in  Volume. 

Vol.  IV. — State  Volunic,  1.200  pages,  only  i,coo  copies  printed,  one-half  of  winch 
are  now  subscribed  for. 

Back  numbers  can  be  supplied  for  yet  a  time,  but  \'ol.  i,  Nos.  3.  4.  5  and  6  are 
not  stereotyped,  and  no  complete  volumes  can  be  made  up  after  Nos.  not  stereoi.\  [K'd 
are  all  exhausted,  the  work  being  too  expensi\e  to  reset.  Vols.  11  and  iii  are  stereo- 
typed and  owned  by  anotlier  party,  but  it  would  not  pay  to  re^jrint  short  of  several 
hundred  orders  in  advance,  wiiich  no  one  would  be  likely  to  give  for  the  sake  of  a 
copy,  and  who  would  not  order  while  it  can  be  secured  by  subscription — so  large  a 
work  at  so  low  a  price  for  so  sntail  an  edition,  and  tliere  would  !)e  little  enccura.eem.ent 
to  issue  Vols.  11  and  iii  when  Vols.  I,  iv  and  v  are  not  in  market.  There  would  not 
now  be  a  copy  of  the  first  half  of  Vol.  l  pnnted  in  numl  ers  left,  had  we  not  in  th.ose 
old  days  of  cheap  printing  issued  an  edition  six  times  as  large  as  we  are  now  print- 
ing. Vol.  IV  is  not  stereot^-ped  ;  the  type  was  taken  down  as  fast  as  the  forms  v,ere 
printed  for  the  small  edition  issued,  which  had  to  l.^e  small,  the  cost  of  printing  1,000 
copies  being  two-thirds  over  any  State  aid  yet  provided,  and  there  are  no  reserve 
sheets,  except  a  small  number  for  the  County  Volume,  none  for  the  State  Volume.  At 
tirst  there  v;ere  sheets  laid  b}',  but  have  been  called  for  and  taker  for  town  Nos.  and 
the  County  \^olume.  For  the  towns  who  wished  more  copies  of  their  own  history 
than  of  the  whole  work  a  part  of  the  edition  of  Vol.  iv  was  put  into  numbers  of  100 
pages,  of  wiiich  not  over  20  copies  of  Nos.  i  and  it  only  are  nov;  unsold ;  but  of  towns 
since  pamphleted,  alone  or  combined  v.itii  other  towns,  there  yet  remain  for  sale, 
(June  7,  1882)  95  copies  and  no  more  of  Cal;ot  complete  ia  one  No.  with  Calais  less  k 
page  of  its  grand  list — the  new  Cai^ot  and  Calais  No. 

92,  North^ieed,  complete  in  one  pan^phlet  of  100  I'ages,  with  new  lithograph  por- 
trait, the  three  State  Houses  and  fifteen  otlier  portraits  and  engravings  printed  in  the 
letier-page,  Gov.  Paine,  Rev.  John  Gregory,  Gen.  Alon;^o  Jackman,  Lion.  Slate  Sec, 
Nichols.  Judge  (Carpenter,  etc. 

90,  Plaixfield,  Roxr.L'RY  and  Fayston,  in  one  num!>er. 

4^,  VVaitsfield,  Couxj  v  Chapter,  Barre  and  pEia  ix.  in  one  number, 
i  he  balance  of  tSiC  edition  left  of  Vol.  I  and  Vols,  iv  and  v  are  (jv.  e.ed  by  Miss  Hem- 
euv/.iy  ;  VoU.  li  and  ni  by  Samuel  L.  Farman  of  Vv'lfite  Rivt  r  Junetion.    All  p;ii)ers 
-^hoi'ld  be  sent  to  Miss  Hemenway  only ;  but  luUh  parties  at  present 
rr.'!u.i;,y       iUc  whole  work.  Miss  Hemenway  buving  of  -Mr.  Far:i)an  V^ols.  l  and  li 

"•■  ^  ■^■'•''S(ril.,crr^,  and  Mr.  Farman  of  Miss  Hemenway,  \'ols.  i,  iv  and  v,  such  being 
t.H:  arr.w>.-cincnt  />n>  tem.    Agents  may  apply  to  eifher  party. 


TO  THE  IIONOIIATILE  PAUL  BILLING II A]\l, 

PRE-EMIXliNTLY  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  WASHINGTON  COUNTY, 

Who  gave  his  order  for  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Plislory  of  WaterLniry  ; 
his  portrait  to  the  work;  and  is  also  a  contributor  . 
to  tills  volume  : 

TO  ins  SOX— HON.  WiNL  V.  DILI.LXGHAM, 

SENATOR  OF  WASTIINGTON  COUNTY,  I07S,  iSSo, 

Who  has  variously  assisted  the  v.'oik : 

To  SixvANUS  F.  Nye,  Esq.,  the  Town  Historian  of  Berlin,  for  an  order  for  one 
hundred  copies  of  his  Town  History; 

To  John  M.  Fisher,  Fsq.,  Historian  of  Cabot,  for  an  order  for  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  Numbers  of  Cabot : 

To  L.  A.  Kent,  T^ostmaster  at  Calais,  foi-  an  order  for  one  hundred  copies  of  Calais  : 

To  V.  V.  Vaughn,  Esq.,  the  Associate  Historian  of  Middlesex,  for  an  order  for 
one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  of  his  Town  History. 

To  Joseph  K.  Egerton,  Hon.  P.  D.  Bradford,  M.  D.,  Rev.  Frederick 
Bartlett,  Hon.  Heman  Carpenter,  for  an  order  for  one  hundred  copies  of  the  His- 
tory of  Northheld  : 

To  Dudley  B.  S.mith,  M.  D.,  Historian  of  Plainfield,  for  an  order  for  one  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  Jlistory  of  Plaintield  :  _ 

To  E.  P.  BuRNHAM,  merchant,  A.  N.  Tu.den,  clerk  and  treas.,  GiiRiN  P.  Orcu'JT, 
postmaster,  Zed.S.  Stanton.  Esq.,  and  Wilson  J.  Simonds,  merchant,  of  Roxbury, 
for  an  order  for  one  hundred  copies  of  the  History  of  Roxbury  : 

To  the  Honorable  Judge  Hastings,  W.  A.  Jones  and  Dea.  E.  A.  Fiske,  for  ob- 
taining from  tlie  town  of  Waitstield,  at  their  March  meeting  in  1S81,  an  order  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  their  ^^istory  : 

Whose  ready  co-operation  has  been  very  valuable  to  us  at  the  most  needy  time  of 
a  work,  requiring  so  much  outlay  and  cost  while  it  is  passing  through  press  ;  to  all 
these,  and  our  other  most  v^'orthy  and  indispensable  helpejs,  our  most  earnest  and 
generally  f:;ithful  Town  Historians  and  otherwise  extensive  Contributors : 

this  volume,  the  county  of  the  capital,  is  APPllECIATINGLY 
AND  GRATEFULLY 

EDFrOR  AND  PUBLISHER. 


advance  for  this  volume 


:  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

To  the  Donors  of  portraits  and  engravings,  who  have  amply  enriclied  thisvoKime: 
To  Curtis  Weils,  Esq.,  at  Waterbury,  for  the  portrait  of  Hon.  Wm.  Wells  : 
To  the  Donors  of  Montpelier  i^ortraits,  p.  591,  592,  929: 

To  the  Donors  of  Northfi.eld  portraits,  p.  930;  especially  to  Hon.  P.  I).  Bradford, 
M.  D.,  v.-ho  having  contributed  one  to  the  John  Gregory  History,  contributed  another 
specially  engraved  for  this  work : 

To  the  ciiizens  of  Montpelier,  for  having  taken  already  300  copies  of  the  Montpelier 
Book,  from  this  work ;  and  for  the  following  names  taken  in  ' 
by  Chas.  DeF.  Bancroft: 
E.  D.  Putnam, 
James  S.  Peck, 
Chas.  II.  Heath, 
John  B.  Thurston, 
Charles  Dev/ey, 
Edward  Dewey, 
Ceo.  W^  Wing, 
L.  Bart  Cross, 
P.  P.  Pitkin, 
Dr.  H.  C.  lirigham, 

To  THI-.  Aj-.uvi-:  SuF.scRTREKS. — This  subscription  was  opened  on  the  basis  that 
this:  volume  would  run  600  to  700  pages,  with  about  30  portraits.  It  was  without  the 
fall  consent  of  tlie  Publisher  that  any  price  was  tixecl  until  the  number  of  pages  and 
plates  should  be  ascertained.  The  cost  of  the  work  h.as  been  increased  b}- almost  one- 
IvaU  more  j)ages  thnn  promised,  by  eveiy  day's  delay  in  press,  and  tiic  increase  of 
plates,  which  has  greatly  increased  the  dirficully  and  cost  of  binding.  J^ut  for  con- 
sideration for  our  Agent,  who  has  spent  much  time  in  the  matter,  v.e  v.ould  not  take 
less  for  any  volume — we  ought  not  to — than  the  price  at  which  tlie  work  is  put  for 
general  sale.  See  page  11.  Our  present  bound  edition  is  not  so  large — but  100  copies— 
but  that  it  will  soon  sell,  all  the  tov/ns  in  the  County  liaving  an  interest  in  this  volume. 
This  County  volum.e  costs  as  much  in  proportion,  without  binding,  as  we  sell  the  State 
volunie  for.  Every  binding  added  is  so  much  loss  to  the  Publisher  on  this  edition. 
V.'e  will  consent  (though  we  ought  not,  we  have  so  increased  the  interest  and  value  of 
the  work)  to  give  the  cloth  binding  as  an  extra  to  the  subscribers,  and  for  other  biufl- 
ings  must  have  the  ditterence  between  theni  and  a  cloth  binding,  and  the  list  niay  be 
filled  viz. :  in  cloth,  $5  :  in  half  roan,  $5.50 ;  in  half  Ivussia.  S5.75  ;  in  full  leather,  ?6; 
and  any  subscriber  not  willing  to  accept  these  terms  we  will  excuse  from  taking  the 
volume.    To  all  others,  the  price  on  page  11.    Miss  HPIMENWAY,        aud  Fub. 


Horace  W.  Smith, 
Mrs.C.W.  Willard, 
Fred  E.  Smith, 
C.  F.  Fullerton, 
Fred  W.  Bancroft, 
Hiram  Carleton, 
Fred  R.  Stevens, 
Charles  E.  \\'ood, 
T.  J.  Dcavitt, 
Charles  W.  Porter, 


Homer  W.  fTeaton, 
D.  W.  Dudley, 
Louis  P.  (jleason. 
Dr.  VV.  D.  i^eid, 
Wm.  H.  Clark, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Lei  and. 
Oliver  Wiieelock, 
Charles  O.  Foster, 
Arthur  D.  Farwcli, 
John  R.  Seaver, 


Marcus  P)Out'Ael], 
Chas.  D.  F.  Bancroft, 
W.  Li.  Wakefield, 
A.  D.  Marble, 
Lawrence  Preston, 
Henry  Canning, 
John  P.  Soules, 
J.  A.  Locklin, 
D.  A.  Gap  til, 
Moses  Tavlor. 


A  COUNTY  VOLUME 

Will  be  published  for  Addison  County,  including  what  is  in  Vol.  i  of  this  work 
and  the  supplen.entary  history  of  the  County,  in  the  State  edition  ;  and  a  volume  also  for 
Benningi ON  Cc,  Caledonia,  Chittenuex  and  Essex— including  the  past  and  th.c 
supplementary  history  in  the  State  Gazetteer,  in  on.e  volume,  tor  any  of  the  above- 
named  Counties,  provided  a  subscription  for  100  copies  be  filed  with  the  Publish- 
er, not  prepaid.  onI\'  C.  O.  D.  on  delivery,  for  the  same,  by  the  loth  of  March  next. 
We  find  the  people  of  Washington  County  manifesting  a  decided  interest  in  their  own 
County,  and  this  oiTcr  is  made  to  provide  an  easy  way  for  the  Counties,  also,  of  our 
first  volume,  to  have  separate  County  volunies,  Avith  all  that  pertains  to  their  own 
County  history,  in  one  County  volume,  which,  we  believe,  would  be  very  pleasing  to 
the  Counties ;  therefore,  as  our  back  numbers  are  not  many,  while  yet  in  time  to  be 
able  to  do  so,  we  have  made  the  proposed  edition,  and  guarantee  for,  but  100  copies, 
the  price  of  which  v/e  cannot  determine  till  we  know  how  large  a  supplement  will  be 
added  to  each  County,  but  it  shali  only  be  in  proportion  to  the  price  of  the  rest  of 
the  work. 

The  present  Publisher  of  Vol.  iii,  of  this  work,  has  brought  it  out  shortly  since  in 
two  vols.,  one  tor  Orleans  and  one  for  Rutland  County.  It  was  a  curious  oversight  of 
Mr.  Farman  in  leaving  off  the  name  of  the  Historiographer  and  Editor  of  the  v^ork 
fron-i  the  title  page,  but  he  has  assured  us,  he  never  thought  of  it,  and  will  put  it  on 
to  tiie  next  edition,  and  we  presume  he  may  consent,  should  the  Counties  in  Vol.  11 
and  III  wish,  when  their  supplements  may  be  completed,  they  may  be  combined. 

IMiss  Hem  EN  WAY. 
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W  A  S  iJ  I  N  G  T  0  N   C  0  U  N  T  Y  . 


WASHINGTON   COUNTV  —  INTKO-- 
DUCTORY  CHAPTER. 

BV  G.  N.   BKlOirAM,  M.  D. 

Washington  County  was  incorporated 
Nov.  1,  i8io,  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
organized  Dec.  i.  iSii,  with  Montpclier 
as  the  shire  town,  taking  from  the  county 
of  Caledonia,  Montpelier,  Plainfield,  Cal- 
ais, and  Marshfiekl ;  from  Oiange,  iiarie, 
Berlin,  and  Northfield ;  from  Chittenden, 
Stqwe,  Waterbury,  Duxbury,  Fayston. 
Waitstield,  Moretown,  Middlesex,  and 
W'orcester,  and  was  called  J efTerson  Coun- 
ty until  1814,  when,  the  Federal  party 
coming  into  power,  it  was  changed  to 
Washington.  It  is  about  34  mUes  from 
north,  to  south,  and  31  from  ea.st  to  west, 
between  lat.  44°  i'  and  ^^4°  32',  and  long. 
4°  10',  east  from  W^ashington ;  bounded 
N.  by  Lamoille  and  Caledonia  Counties; 
E,  by  Caledonia  and  Oiange  Counties; 
S.  by  Orange  and  Addison  Counties,  and 
W.  by  Addison  and  Chittenden  Counties. 
I'here  has  been  added  to  it,  Roxbury  from 
Orange  County,  i;i  1820,  Elmore  from  Or- 
leans, in  J 82 1,  W'arren  from  Addison,  in 
1829,  Wood  bur}  from  Caledonia,  in  1835, 
and  Cabot  from  Caledonia,  in  1855. 

On  the  organization  of  Lamoille  County, 
in  1S36,  Stowe  and  illmore  were  set  off  to  i 
that  County,  leaving  17  towns  ;  by  the  di- 
vision of  Montpclier  into  Montpelier  and 
East  Montpelier,  and  the  addition  of 
Cabot,  the  County  again  had  its  19  towns. 
The  County  has  also  two  gores,  Goshen 
and  Hanis',  east  of  Plainfield  and  Marsh- 
held.  Some  of  the  towns  on  the  west 
side,  upon  the  .'idge  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tains, are  hiliy  and  almost  inaccessible  even 


for  timber,  though  but  a  small  tract  can 
be  called  waste  land. 

The  surface  of  the  Courit)-  is  somewhat 
broken,  but  still  it  may  be  classed  one  of 
the  best  agriailtural  counties  in  the  State. 
The  original  itihabitants  were  Abenaqui 
Indians,  a  family  of  tlie  Algon.iuin  tribe. 
From  their  language  comes  the  name  of  its 
principal  river,  which  is  said  to  mean  the 
land  of  leeks,  or  onions,  and  was  first 
written  Winoosque,  or,  as  some  ins'sl, 
[Mr.  Trumbull,]  Wlnoos-ki,  two  words 
signifying  land  and  leek.  There  are  occa- 
sional relics  of  this  ancient  people  found 
within  ihls  County,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Winooski  was  the  great  highway  through 
whicli  ti.ey  made  tiieir  incursions  upon  th.e 
inhabitants  on  the  Connecticut  river  in  its 
early  settlements,  and  through  which  tliey 
went  and  returned  in  that  raid  in  which 
Royalton  w^as  I  urned. 

In  the  State  Cabinet  is  a  stone  hatchet 
found  in  Wailsfield.  About  2  miles  below 
Montpelier  village,  on  what  was  once 
knovvn  as  "  the  Collins  Farm,''  now  own- 
ed by  a  Mr.  Nelson,  40  rods  north  of  the 
railroad-track,  and  some  12  rods  east  of 
the  road  leading  by  Erastus  Camp's  saw- 
mill and  'louse,  is  found  what  is  evidently 
i  the  reniains  of  <nn  Iiidian  mounds  It  is 
rectangular  in  fonn,  and  some  40  to '50 
feet  across.  It  has  at  present  an.  elevation 
of  some  6  feet.  It  has  been  lowered  by 
the  present  owner  of  the  land  some  15 
inches,  and  a  Mr.  John  Agila  says  he  help- 
ed plow  and  scrape  it  down  many  years 
ago  at  least  5  feet.  Capt.  H.  Nelson  Tap- 
lin,  who  is  70  years  of  age,  saw  it  when  a 
boy  of  ten,  and  thinks  its  sides  had  an  an- 
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gle  of  about  60  degrees.  Mr.  Nelson 
found  an  Indian  tomahawk,,  a  spear-head, 
and  a  relic,  showing  considerable  mechan- 
ical skill,  which  we  are  unable  to  name, 
some  few  rods  south  of  t1ie  mound,  while 
plowing  his  meadow.  The  mound  is  situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  a  narrow,  glen-like 
passage  running  back  among  the  hills,  and 
is  flanked  by  two.  opposing  blutTs,  the  one 
on  the  west  being  the  most  elevated.  It 
seems  to  have  been  set  in  a  natural  niche, 
admirably  chosen  for  its  picturesquencss 
and  beauty.  In  front  is  a  level  piece  of 
lard  bordering  ibe  Winooski,  nearly  a  half- 
mile  wide,  and  li  mile  long.  The  soil  is 
light  and  loamy,  exceedingly  well  adapted 
to  the  growing  of  tlieir  maize.  Traces  of 
Indian  pottery  have  also  been  found  on  the 
lands  here  described,  and  also  on  one  of 
the  lake-made  plateaus  above  the  village. 
An  Indian  arrow-head  has  been  found  on 
the  high  land  in  the  rear  of  ihe  mound; 
and  some  4  miles  below,  opposite  to  wh.ere 
Mad  River  empties  into  Vvinooski,  on  the 
Farrar  meadow,  was  plowed  up  a  stone- 
gouge,  a  spear-head,  and  a  stone-a.\e,  all 
evidently  of  aboriginal  origin,  which  are 
deposited  in  the  cabinet  at  the  State  House. 
The  axe  is  of  horn  stone  of  the  best  qual- 
ity, witli  a  fine  edge.  The  .spear-heads 
are  made  of  chert,  a  species  of  flint,  but 
not  the  gun-flint; — one  finely  preserved. 
Frncturing  stone  for  these  Indian  imple- 
mejits  is  said  to  be  an  art,  and  usually 
done  by  old  men  who  are  disabled  fron.i 
hunting. 

See  page  196,  2d  Vol.  of  Cham  plain's 
History:  Upon  the  Chaniplain.  He  says 
*'  I  saw  on  the  east  side  very  high  moun- 
tiiins,"  iS:c.  [See  also  Addison  for  the 
same,  Vol.  I.  this  work.]  There  is  no 
dou!)t  the  mountains  here  spoken  of  v/ere 
Mansfield  and  Camel's  Hump,  and  the 
Winooski  the  vraters  by  which  they  vrere 
able  to  go  close  to  the  mountnins  in  their 
canoes. 

East  of  Montpelier,  1^  mile,  there  is  a 
large  block  of  limestone  which  was  obvi- 
ously shaped  by  human  hands,  and  so 
closely  resembles  the  Indian  morumients 
for  graves,  to  be  seen  in  the  illustrations, 
bv  Schoolcraft,  as  to  leave  little  doubt  that 


it  was  originally  erected  as  a  tombstone, 
or  other  memorial  of  some  great  aborig- 
inal event.  The  whole  valley  was  proba- 
bly at  one  time  here  and  there  studded 
with  wigwams,  and  by  hunting,  fishing,  and 
growing  of  the  maize,  for  many  generations, 
the  families  of  the  red  man  subsisted  here, 
making  a  part  of  that  traditional  glory  be- 
longing to  the  once  tar-famed  and  powerful 
tribe  known  as  the  Algonquins.  Some  of 
the  tribe  of  St.  Francis  Indians,  a  family  of 
the  Algonquins,  have  lived  around  tlie  east- 
ern border,  or  within  the  limits  of  this 
County  until  their  fauMlies  were  extinct. 
Among  the.se  were  Capt.  John  and  Joe. 
Capt.  John  was  with  a  party  of  Indians  at- 
tached to  the  American  army  when  Bour- 
goyne  was  captured.  [See  Newbury,  Vol. 
II.]  Old  Joe  used  to  make  frequent  visits 
to  Montpelier,  stopping  for  a  few  days  wilii 
a  family  living  in  an  old  log  house,  a  little 
oat  of  the  village  on  tlieeast  side  of  V/or- 
cester  Branch.  There  he  used  to  run  bul- 
lets from  lead  ore  found  by  him  on  land  a 
litile  west  of  v.hat  is  now  called  Vv''riglit"s 
Mills.  A  young  man  of  this  family  once 
went  in  company  with  Capt.  Joe  and  cut  a 
block  from  the  vein  of  very  pure  lead, 
which  was  afterwards  purchased  by  Hon. 
Daniel  Baldwin,  and  melted.  Mr.  Bald- 
win offered  a  considerable  sum  to  be  shown 
the  spot.  It  was  hunted  for,  but  the  lands 
in  the  mean  time  having  been  cleared,  the 
place  could  not  be  identified.  Ii  v,'as  just 
out  of  Montpelier  village,  in  this  same  vi- 
cinity, that  a  novel  system  of  telegraphing 
was  invented  in  the  er.rliest  settlement  of 
the  County.  The  mother  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  fearing  they  would  get  lost 
in  going  after  the  cov/s  in  the  woods,  used 
to  send  the  oldest  forward,  enjoining  him. 
not  to  go  beyond  the  call  of  the  next,  who 
would  follow,  and  so  of  the  rest,  until  all 
were  in  line,  she  herself  ser.ding  forward 
word,  and  getting  answers  froui  the  scour- 
I  ing  party,  until  the  cows  were  brouglit  in. 
I  In  1760,  Samuel  Stevens  was  employed 
j  by  a  land-company  to  explore  the  n^iddie 
i  and  eastern,  portions  of  the  New  Hamp- 
j  shire  grants,  and,  with  a  few  others,  bogan 
I  at  the  mouth  of  White  River  and  proceed- 
!  ed  up  the  Connecticut  till  they  came  to 
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Newbury.  Then  finding  the  head  waters 
of  the  Winooski  river,  followed  it  down  to 
its  mouth  at  Lake  ChainpLain.  This  was 
three  years  before  the  survey  of  any  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  County.  In  1763, 
a  party  interested  in  the  Wcntworth 
Grants  came  to  W aterbury  and  began  mn- 
ning  the  boundaries  of  our  western  towns. 
In  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
what  w^as  called  the  Hazen  road  was  cut 
through  from  Peacham  towards  Canada 
line,  which  ran  across  Cabot,  now  in  Wash- 
ington Co.  The  line  seems  to  have  been 
nin  through  in  1774,  and  several  com- 
panies of  Col.  Bedel's  regiment  went  on 
snow-shoes  over  the  line  to  Canada,  in 
1776.  Hnzen  made  a  road  for  50  miles  above 
Peacham,  going  through  the  towns  of 
Cabot,  Wal'.len,  Hardwick,  Gieensboro, 
and  out  to  Lowell,  which  has  been  of  great 
service  to  the  inhabitants  since  in  north- 
ea^jtern  and  northern  Vermont. 

Under  the  charter  King  Charles  gave-  to 
the  Duke  of  York,  the  State  of  New  York 
claimed  to  the  Conn.  River  and  north  to 
New  France.  The  old  Dutch  county  of 
Albany,  (sometimes  called  the  unlimited 
county  of  Albany)  included  by  this  claimi, 
all  of  the  present  territory  of  \'ermont. 
A  county  b)  tlie  State  of  New  Y'ork  wys 
constituted  in  1766  nearly  identical  to  the 
present  counties  of  Windham  and  Wind- 
sor, called  Cumberland,  and  in  March  1770, 
another  coi  nty  by  the  name  of  Gloucester, 
comprising  all  the  territory  north  of  Cum- 
berland Co.,  east  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
and  Kingsland,  now  Washington  in  Or- 
ange County  was  made  the  county  seat, 
and  the  fi^-st  proper  session  of  the  court 
held  at  Newbury.  By  old  maps  it  would 
appear  this  county  included  most,  if  not 
all  of  the  present  territory  of  Washington 
County.  A  part  of  the  townships  in, this 
county  had  been  previously  ran  out  in  the 
interest  of  those  purchasing  patents  of 
Gov.  Benning  Wentworth.  Waterbury 
and  Du.xbury  were  chartered  in  1763; 
Stowe,  Berlin,  Worcester,  Middlesex  and 
Morelown  about  the  same  time.  The 
more  eastern  towns  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  chartered  till  .some  years  later,  and 
•jpon  the  maps  then  representing  Glouces- 


ter County  is  found  a  tract  by  the  name  of 
Kilby,  v.'hich  appears  to  have  embraced  the 
town  of  Montpelier  and  all,  or  portions  of 
some  of  the  eastern  towns,  which  at  one 
time  was  attempted  to  be  run  out  in  the 
interest  of  New  York  claimants.  In  the 
.summer  of  1773,  we  tindthata  Mr.  S.  Gale, 
\vitli  a  number  of  nien,  was  employed  in 
surveying  this  County  in  th.e  interests  of 
the  land  jobbers  of  New  York.  Ira  Allen 
with  three  men  started  from  the  block  fort 
on  Onion  River  in  pursuit  of  them.  He 
traversed  the  towns  of  Waterbury,  Mid- 
dlesex, and  on  up  to  the  fabulous  shire- 
town  of  Kingsland  in  Gloucester  County, 
and  down  on  the  east  side  of  the  moun- 
tains to  Moretown  (now  liradford.)  Ob 
taini ng  int'ormation  of  the  surveyor's  des- 
tination and  buying  spirits  and  provisions, 
they  went  again  in  pursuit;  discovered 
his  line  and  by  that  tracked  them  to  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  old  town  of  Mont- 
pelier. Probably  from  the  description  of 
the  ground  where  th.ey  encamped  when  like 
to  be  overtaken,  tht^y  v^-ere  on  th.e  Tov;a- 
meadow  beyond  Lightning  Ridge.  They 
seem  to  have  made  a  precipitate  retreat  on 
the  approach,  of  Allen's  party.  Allen 
reached  the  block  fort  in  16  days  from  the 
time  he  set  out.  We  do  not  learn  of  any 
later  attempts  on  th.e  part  of  the  Yorkers 
to  survey  lands  within  our  County  limits. 
New  Y^ork  findmg  it  inconvenient  to  es- 
tablish jurisdiction  over  so  large  a  territory 
as  Albany,  where  for  a  long  time  all  writs 
of  ejectmert,  executions.  &c.,  issaed  from 
and  were  made  returnable  to,  constituted, 
by  act  of  assembly  May  12,  1772,  a  new 
county  on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain 
by  the  name  of  Charlotte,  which  included 
all  the  old  territory  of  the  County  of  Al- 
bany on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain 
north  of  the  towns  of  A.rlington  and  Sun- 
derland to  Canada  line.  Thus  did  the 
State  of  New  York  look  after  us  in  the  time 
of  our  earliest  settlements.  Whether  any 
part  of  Washington  County  had  it  then 
l^eeu  inhabited,  for  it  was  not  till  9  years 
later,  wouid  have  been  returnable  to  Char- 
lotte County  Court  at  Skeenesboro,  now 
Whitehall,  is  a  matter  of  dispute  ;  as  it  is 
not  quite  certain  which  range  of  the  moun- 
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tains  was  followed.  By  the  line  made 
when  they  divided  the  State  into  two  coun- 
ties, one  east  and  one  west  of  the  moun- 
tains, the  west  towns  of  Wasliington 
County  would  have  been  so  returnable, 
but  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  v.ilh 
riL:htto  nnnul  co:)tracts  for  land  obtained 
by  charter  from  the  king's  governor,  was 
not  acceptable  to  the  settlers,  who  soon 
began  to  cast  about  for  some  way  to  carry 
on  municipal  regulations  moi  e  in  harmony 
with  their  feelings. 

Gloucester  Co.  disappeared  at  the  first 
se.ssion  of  the  \'ermont  Legislature,  1778. 
'i'he  State  was  divided  into  two  counties  by 
the  range  of  tlie  Green  Mountains:  that 
on  the  east  side  being  called  Cumberland  ; 
on  tlie  West  side  I'ennington  :  and  \^'ash- 
ington  Co.  was  divided  \ciy  nearly 
in  the  center,  nortli  and  south.  This 
date  is  nearly  three  }-ears  before  Thom- 
as Meade,  the  fust  settler  (>f  the  County 
of  Washington,  made  his  pitch  in  the 
town  of  Middlese.v.  We  were  only  two 
years  included  in  Bennington  Co.,  when 
by  the  fonnation  of  the  new  County  of 
Rutland  we  entered  therein,  and  so  re- 
mained during  the  existence  of  the  old 
Rutland  Co. — 4  years  and  8  months,  in 
which  time  Middlesex  and  Waterbury  began 
to  be  set 'led.  When  Addison  Co.  was 
fomied,  we  entered  into  a  new  County  ex- 
istence with  old  Addison  Co.,  and  .so 
remained  with  Addison  two  years,  until 
Chittenden  Co.  was  fonned,  for  which  a 
part  of  our  western  towns  were  taken,  and 
remained  wiih  this  County  many  years. 
hy  the  ai.t  at  Westminster  of  tlie  new 
Veniiont,  constituting  Cumberland  County 
to  embrace  all  the  territory  east  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  the  east  part  of  the 
County  was  first  included  within  its  limits  ; 
afterward,  when  Orange  County  was  or- 
ganized it  was  therein  included,  and  some 
tcv.-ns  v.  cre  retained  in  its  jurisdiction  until 
the  organizatio!!  of  Jefferson  County  in 
i8ii.  The  settlers  travelled  by  marked 
trees,  carried  their  corn  on  tiieir  backs, 
or  more  freciuently  drove  an  ox.  with  a 
bag  of  grain  balanced  across  his  neck, 
(many  miles  distant,)  to  find  a  mill  to  get  it 
grourxd.    Women  and  children  often  went 


to  their  new  homes  on  rackets,  the  husband 
and  father  coming  in  the  year  before  and 
making  his  pitch,  clearing  tv.'o  or  three 
acres  of  land,  and  rolling  up  the  old  fash- 
ioned log  house.  Some  came  in,  it  is  trae, 
in  stronger  force  and  with  more  means,  as 
Col.  Jacob  Davis,  of  Montpelier, 

Neai  ly  60  townsliips  had  been  granted 
by  Gov,  Wentworth  before  the  organiza- 
tion of  Vermont  in  1778,  nnd  several  of  our 
western  towns  were  pmoiig  the  N.  H. 
grants.  After  the  organization  of  the  State, 
the  Legislature  took  the  power  of  making 
grants  into  its  own  hands,  and  botl\  for 
the  revenue  and  encouraging  the  further 
settlement  of  the  State,  proceeded  rapidly 
to  dispose  of  its  lands.  The  process  of 
procuring  these  grants  seems  to  have  been 
very  simple,  and  followed  with  C|uick  dis- 
patch. 

A  con-.pan\-  of  resident  and  non-resident 
men  got  up  a  petition  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  charter  or  grant  of  a  township, 
specifying  the  locality.  The  appointment 
of  a  standing  committee  to  act  upon  such 
petition  followed,  and  if  the  committee's 
report  v/as  favorable,  which  was  usually 
the  case,  a  simple  resolution  for  making 
the  grant  was  passed.  Then  the  Gov- 
ernor, on  the  payment  of  the  required  fees, 
issued  the  charter.  Oureastern  townships, 
not  having  been  laid  out  in  the  Benning- 
Wentworth  grar  ts,  received  their  charters 
in  this  manner  frcmi  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont,  and  were  run  out  mainly  by  James 
Whitelaw,  Surveyor-general  of  the  State. 
After  obtaining  a  charter,  a  proprietor's 
meeting  was  called  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace  or  other  authorized  person,  in  the 
folio v.-ing  form  : 

"  Whereas  application  hath  been  made  to 
me  by  more  than  one-sixteenth  part  of  the 

proprietors  of'  ,  in  this  State,  to  v,arn 

a  meeting  of  said  proprietors ;  these  are, 
therefore,  to  warn  the  proprietors  of  said 

Township  to  meet  at  the  house  of  , 

Esq.,  Innholder,  in  ,  on  (here  fol- 
lows the  day,  the  time  of  day  and  month) 
to  act  on  the  following  articles,  to  wit :  i. 
To  choose  a  Moderator.  2.  A  Proprietor's 
Clerk.  3.  A  Treasurer.  4.  To  see  what 
the  Proprietors  will  do  respecting  a  Di- 
vision of  said  Township,  and  to  transact 
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wliat  other  business  as  shall  be  thought  j  $t  .  17  per  gallon  ;  green  tea  S2.00  per  pound  ; 


necessary  when  met."  (Signed) 

Justice  Peace. 

In  laying  out  Caledonia  Co.  there  v.ere 
run  two  gores  in  tlieS.W.  corner,  Goshen 
and  Harris,  which,  have  been  set  to  this 
County  with  tlie  towns  set  off  from  that 
County  to  Washington  Co.  Goshen  Gore, 
boundedN.  by  Marshfield  anda  part  of  Har- 
ris Gore,  K.  by  Harris  Gore,  S.  by  Orange, 
and  W.  by  Plaintield,  contains  2,828 acres, 
mostly  covered  witli  excellent  timber,  great- 
ly enhanced  in  value  by  the  Montpelier  and 
Wells  River  railroad.  Son-:c  50  persons 
probably  are  residing  within  its  limits, 
rlarris  Gore  contains  6,020  acres ;  runs  to 
a  point  on  the  X.,  bounded  W.andN.  W. 
by  Goshen  Gore  and  Marshfield,  E.  by 
Grolon,  and  S.  by  Orange.  It  wasgranted 
Feb.  25.  1 78 1,  and  chartered  to  Edward 
Harris,  Oct.  30,  1801.  This  tract  of  land 
is  also  well-timbered  for  the  most  part, 
though  somewhat  mountainous  and  diffi- 
cult of  access.  In  1840  it  had  16  inhaii- 
ilants,  and  has  received  but  very  few 
additions  since.    Gunner's  branch  rises  in 


broadcloth  $8  to  $10  per  yard. 

And  still,  with  these  prices  for  imported 
necessaries,  and  the  low  price  of  their 
products,  the  settlers,  by  their  frugal  habits 
and  industry,  got  on  very  well  on  the  road 
to  competency. 

As  our  County  began  to  be  settled  im- 
mediately succeeding  the  heroic  epoch  of 
the  State,  the  military  system  was  an  im- 
portant feature  of  its  early  history.  Every 
township  enrolled  all  of  its  abk- bodied  men 
between  the  ages  of  i8  and  45,  and  com- 
panies were  formed  with  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  who  were  re- 
quired to  give  them  one  annual  drill  at 
least — in  the  monih  of  June.  The  annual 
"June  training''  v^•as  a  day  of  jollity  for  old 
and  young;  a  regular  carnival  of  fun  and 
masquerade,  as^well  as  parade — a  display 
of  the  cocked  hat,  gorgeous  epaulette  and 
bright  cockade  :  day  of  salutes,  waking  up 
of  otiicers :  whicli  wake  up  was  a  rousing 
volley  from  the  under  officers  and  privates, 
sometimes  taking  the  cfoor  off  its  hinges, 
to  be  followed  with  a  treat,  marching  and 
this  gore,  passes  through  Goshen  Gore,  |  countermarching,  drinking,  toasting  and 
and  unites  with  Stevens'  branch  in  IJarre.  sii^^^-i  fights;  a  day  opened  with  the  oIj- 

streperous  clamor  of  tlie  Sergeant's  call, 
and  followed  with  the  shrielcof  the  fife  and 
the  noise  of  the  dnims.    The  loads  lead- 


The  area  of  the  gores,  added  to  the  several 
townships  gives  us,  nearly  as  c;in  be  as- 
certained, 396,233  acres,  a  large  proportion 

of  which  is  excellent  for  grazing  and  most  |  i,-jg  out  of  the  village  where  this  annual 

inspection  and  drill  was  to  take  place  were 
filled  with  old  and  young,  on  foot  and 
horseback,  in  carriages  of  all  patterns,  from 
the  "  one-horse-shay  ''  to  the  poor  apology 
of  a  kanuck  two-wheeled  turnout,  and  aU 
crowding  on  in  the  grotesque  and  fun- 
seeking  tide,  to  enjoy  the  great  military 
frolic,  called  an  inspection  and  drill,  or,  in 
common  parlance,  June  training.  Yankee 
Doodle,  fizzle-pop-bang,  and  the  mock  cap- 
ture of  the  Red  Coats,  were  all  there.  June 
training  was  an  institution,  and  the  militia, 
so  stignuitizingly  called  the  "Old  P^lood 
Wood.''  figiu'cd  very  conspicuously  in  the 
history  of  the  county  at  not  a  very  remote 
day.  This,  with  "Election  Day"  of  the 
old  style,  must  now  be  considered  as  fairly 
laid  on  the  shelf,  and  belong  only  to  his- 


of  the  cereals,  and  the  balance  tlie  finest  of 
timber  lands,  except  the  little  crowning 
of  the  summits  of  different  spurs  of  the 
Green  Mountain  range.  Money  was  scarce, 
and  trade  was  carried  on  mostly  in  neat 
stock,  grain  and  salts  of  lye. 

Wood  ashes  were  a  long  time  legal 
tender  to  the  mercliant,  who  sold  his  goods 
to  the  woodsman,  and  the  merchant  paid 
his  bills  at  Montreal  and  Boston  in  black 
salts.  The  common  price  of  wheat  was 
67  cents  per  bushel,  best  yoke  of  oxen  $40, 
best  cows  $25,  best  horses  J.50,  and  salts 
of  lye  $4  to  $5  per  cwt. 

For  goods  which  the  laborers  paid  for  in 
these  articles  the  merchant  usually  ob- 
t.uued  fifty  per  cent,  of  profit  among  them 
— price  current — rock-salt,  $3  per  bushel, 
com.mon  $2.50  ;  sugar,  brown  17  to  20  cents  j  tory. 

per  pound,  loaf  42  cents;        I.  molasses  i     In  1805  a  turnpike  was  chartered  from 
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Ikirliiigton  Court-IIoiise,  to  pass  on  or 
near  the  Winooski  to  the  north  end  of  Eli- 
jah i^aine's  turnpike  in  Montpelier.  The 
Corporators  were  Daniel  Hurlburt,  Thad- 
dcus  Tiittle.  Salmon  Miller,  John  Johnson, 
Martin  ChiUenc'cn.  Jp.cob  SpalTord,  Charles 
Bulkley  and  David  Wing,  jr.  :  corporate 
title,  The  Winooski  Turnpike  Compa- 
ny."' The  road  was  opened  to  the  public 
in  iSoS,  the  sprinc^  before  the  lirst  session 
of  the  Assembly  in  the  new  State  House 
at  Montpelier.  Gov.  Martin  Chittenden 
rendered  such  aid  in  its  construction  and 
was  so  largely  interested  in  it,  it  was  at 
one  tim.e  called  the  Chittenden  Turnpike. 
Later  the  stock  was  mostly,  or  all,  pur- 
chased by  Thomas  and  Hczekiah  Reed  of 
Montpelier,  who  v.-ere  its  ov.ners  at  the 
time  it  was  bought  up  for  the  road-bed, 
where  it  could  be  thus  i|^ed,  of  tiie  Vt. 
Cen.  R.  R.  This  old  road,  with  line 
c«^aches  and  swift  horses,  was  for  a  long- 
time one  of  the  most  popular  thorough- 
•fares  in  New  England.  Particularly  when 
the  stage  lines  were  in  the  iiands  of  Mah- 
lon  Cottrill,  the  road  was  patronized  large- 
ly at  home  and  from  abroad.  Its  toll- 
gates  and  numerous  taverns  along  the  line 
are  remembered  by  many:  land-niarks 
gradually  lost  in  the  progress  of  the  cen- 
tury. 

This  turnpike  with  that  of  Gov.  Paine, 
running  south  from  Montpelier,  was  the 
through  line  of  the  countr}-  from  the  Lake 
and  Canada  to  Boston,  over  which  passed 
an  immense  tonn  age  and  very  brisk  lighter 
travel,  and  to  which  the  County  road  in 
the  northeast  part  of  the  Couiit\  was  quite 
a  tributary. 

In  1824  John  Quincy  Adams  sent  a  top- 
ographical party  into  the  State,  to  make 
surveys  with  reference  to  the  construction 
of  canals.  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  a  mer- 
chant of  Montpelier,  received  the  appoint- 
ment on  the  commission,  and  consequently 
interested  himself  in  the  public  works  of 
the  State.  While  holding  this  appoint- 
ment, he  received  a  communication  from 
Elkanah  Watson,  that  it  was  better  to 
look  for  routes  of  railways  than  canals,  as 
it  was  prophecied  the  railroad  system 
would  soon  supersede  the  canal.  Mr. 


Baldwin  conceived  the  idea  of  a  rail  transit 
from  this  point  to  the  foot  of  navigation 
through  the  State,  over  much  of  the  route 
now  traversed  by  the  Ogdensburgh  and 
Vermont  Central  roads,  but  down  the 
Gulf  through  Williamstown,  instead  of 
over  the  summit  at  Roxbuiy  and  down  to 
White  River — proposing  to  connect  with 
the  Lowell  ami  Boston  road  then  being 
projected  toward  the  Conn.  River  valley. 
This  lie  laid  before  the  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton as  early  as  1827,  in  his  business  visits, 
and  in  meetings  later  held  for  devising 
better  communications  with  the  North  and 
West.  In  1S32,  Boston  merchants  and 
others  interested,  held  a  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  feasibility  of  this  route,  at  which 
Mr.  Parish  of  Ogdensburgli  presided.  In 
1833,  a  charter  was  granted  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  a  road  by  rail  through  Central 
Vermont.  Governor  Paine  was  an  able 
manager  among  the  corporators  and  was 
instrumental  in  pushing  the  road  forward 
and  diverting  its  proposed  route  to  its 
present  line. 

The  railroad  changed  much  of  the  local 
and  all  the  through  travel  from  the  turn- 
pike to  the  rail. 

CONTEST  FOR  THE  STAUi  HOUSE. 

The  first  contest  for  the  location  of  the 
State  House  was  in  1805.  In  1792,  Cale- 
edonia  County  was  incorporated,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  county  was  fully 
organized  until  1796  or  '97,  when  David 
Wing,  Jr.,  Vv-as  elected  one  of  its  Judges. 
Mr.  Wing  was  a  resident  of  Montpelier, 
and,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  first  Judge 
upon  the  bench  elected  v/ithin  the  present 
limits  of  Washington  County.  Mr.  Wing 
was  Secretary  of  State  in  1803.  The 
County  of  Washington  was  incorporated 
in  iSio,  and  Dec.  i,  181 1,  the  Legislature 
having  elected  in  October  the  Court  and 
Cou.nty  officers — it  was  fully  organized. 
Ezra  Butler  was  chief  judge  ;  Salva  Col- 
lins and  Bradford  Kin  he,  associate  judges  ; 
John  Peck,  sheriff ;  Timothy  Merrill, 
State's  Attorney ;  and  David  Harrington, 
judge  of  probate :  George  Rich,  County 
clerk;  J.  Y.  Vail,  register  of  probate. 
The  Court  held  its  sessions  in  the  Council 
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Chamber  in  the  first  State  House,  until  the  |  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  to  prepare  a 

o  o      u  ]  1  plan  for  such  buildings, 

vt-ar  1818,  when  a  new  wooden  Court  M  ^ 

House  was  built  adjoining  the  State  House 


grounds,  that  was  used  until  1843,  when  a 
brick  building  was  erected,  whicli  was 
burned  down  during  the  November  term 
of  the  Court,  the  same  year.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1844,  the  present  commodious  and 
elegant  brick  edifice  was  erected.  During 
the  October  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1805,  holden  at  Danville,  an  act  was  pass- 
ed establishing  the  permanent  seat  of  the 
Legislature  at  Montpelier.  The  location 
of  this  place  so  near  the  geographical  cen- 
ter of  tlie  State,  no  doubt,  had  more  than 
anything  else  to  do  with  the  decision.  It 
will  be  remembered  the  old  line  betv.een 
Bennington  antl  Cunibt-rland  Couiities 
niiide  by  the  first  legislative  body  of  the 
people,  was  only  about  a  luile  below  the 
village,  while  dividing  the  State  from 
north  to  south.  It  is  the  nearest  to  the  cen- 
ter of  any  proper  convening  point.  Still, 
in  this,  as  in  other  controversies,  Mont- 
pelier and  the  County  were  not  without 
their  able  managers  and  advocates.  Da- 
vid Wing,  a  man  of  great  affability  of  man- 
ners and  highly  respected  in  the  State,  was 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Hon.  Cyrus 
Ware,  a  profound  debater  and  a  great  wit, 
was  representative  of  the  town.  At  the 
next  sessions,  one  at  Middlebury  and  the 
other  at  Wo  )dstock,  there  was  an  attempt 
to  effect  a  ciiange  in  location,  but  neither 
proved  successful.  Thus  in  1807,  four 
years  before  its  organization,  Washington 
County  finds  the  Capital  of  the  State  with- 
in its  limits,  which  has  had  much  to  do  with 
its  history  and  prosperity  as. a  County. 
The  beginning  of  a  period  so  important  to 
the  County  deserves  something  more  im- 
portant than  a  passing  notice.  We  tran- 
scribe a  copy  of  the  legislative  action  : 

-  i/.'  act  cslablisJiing  the  permanent  scat  of 
the  Legislature  in  Montpelier. 

Sec.  I. — It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Ceuerai  Assembly  of  the'State  of  Vermont, 
that  Klijah  Paine,  Ezra  Butler  and  James 
Vv  hitelaw  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ap- 


Sec.  2. — And  it  is  hereby  further  Cii- 
acted:  that  if  the  town  of  Montpelier,  or 
other  individual  persons,  shall  before  the 
first  day  of  Septeniber,  which  will  be  A.  D. 
i;^o8,  erect  such  buildings  on  the  place  des- 
ignated by  the  aforesaid  cornmittte  for 
their  acceptance,  and  shall  compensate  said 
committee  for  their  services,  and  also  con- 
vey to  the  State  of  Vermont  the  property 
of  said  buildings  and  the  laud  wht-reon 
they  shall  stand,  and  lodge  the  deed  of 
conveyance,  duly  executed,  in  the  Secretarv- 
of  State's  office  ;  then  and  in  that  case  said 
buildings  shall  become  the  permanent  seat 
of  the  Legislature  for  holding  all  their  ses- 
sions. 

Sec.  3. — Provided  nevertheless,  and  it 
is  herel:)j-  further  enacted  :  that  if  ?ny  future 
I.cgislatn.re  shall  cease  to  hold  their  ses- 
»  i  sions  in  said  town  of  Montpelier,  those 
persons  that  shall  erect  said  building  and 
convey  the  property  of  the  same  and  of  the 
land  aforesaid,  shrd'l  be  entitled  to  receive 
from  the  trea.sury  of  this  State  the  full 
value  of  the  same,  as  it  shall  be  then  fairly 
appraised. 

Passed  November  7,  1805. 

A  true  copy. 
Attest.  DAVID  WING,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lature located  the  buildings  of  the  new 
Capitol  on  grounds  a  little  S.  E.  of  where 
the  present  State  buildings  no\\  stand,  and 
the  Assembly  in  October,  1S08,  there  met 
and  held  its  session,  since  which  time 
Montpelier  has  been  the  permanent  seat  of 
the  Legislature.  The  old  State  House  he- 
coming  somev/hat  dilapidated  and  insuffi- 
cient for  the  growth  of  the  State,  in  1832, 
the  Legislature  passed  a  second  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Capitol  at  Montpelier,  and 
pledging  the  erection  of  a  new  building, 
provided  Montpelier  would  pay  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  State  $15,000,  one-half 
within  one  year  and  the  other  half  in  two 
years  from  the  passage  of  the  act.  The 
proposition  was  accepted,  and  Lebbeus 
Egerton,  Supt.,and  Ammi  B.  Young,  arch- 
itect, commenced  the  work  in  the  follow- 
ing spring.  A  spur  of  rock  was  blasted 
from  the  hill  in  rear  of  the  old  buildings 
to  a  level  desired,  and  making  room  for  a 


pointed  a  committee  to'fix  upon  a  place  in  |  driveway— at  cost  of  $10,000,  but  giving  a 
the  town  of  Montpelier  for  the  erection  of  foundation  of  solid  rock.  Tlie  elegant 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  granite  edifice,  with  its  capacious  dome. 
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massive  arch,  and  classical  columns,  so 
light,  so  unique,  might  almost  be  taken  as 
a  model  of  art.  Good  judges  have  doubted 


if  its  cf'ual  as  a  work  of  art 


to  be 


found  an\\vhere  else  in  the  country.  It 
was  built  of  the  Barre  gianite — cost  $132,- 
077,22.    Unfortunately  it  was  accidentally 
destroyed  by  fire  Jan.  6,  1857,  when  came 
the  memorable  contest.    A  special  session 
called  by  the  Governor,  met  in  the  old  Brick 
Church  in  i\lontpelier,  Feb.  i8th  following, 
to  adopt  measures  for  .rebuilding  or  remov- 
ing the  State  House.   For  parliamentary  \ 
ability  and  adroitness  -in  management,  as  I 
well  as  the  display  of  wit  and  eloquence,  ! 
this  session  stands  the  rival  of  any  House  i 
of  Representatives  of  Vermont,  or  any  j 
other  State.    We  can  give  by  a  few  passa-  j 
gcs  from  the  records  a  faint,  and  but  a  faint  j 
idea  of  the  warmth,  tact,  wit  and  logic  in  I 
the  statement  of  arguments  which  moved 
in  this  controversy,  the  vacillating  tides  of 
feeling  and  opinion. 

?»Tr.  Bradley,  in  reply  to  the  idea  of  en- 
tertaining the  pecuniary  condition,  or  put-  j 
ting  up  at  auction  the  State  House,  said,  j 

I,  for  one,  do  not  feel  like  raising  a  rev- 1 
enue  from  a  loan  of  our  institutions,  takiiig  i 
a  town  in  our  grasp,  as  I  v/oukl  take  half  a 
lemon,  squeezing  it  dry,  and  then  throw- 
ing away  the  rind  and  trying  another.*"  Re- 
plying to  Mr.  Stacy,  of  Burlington,  he 
goes  on  to  say,  "  the  able  representative 
of  that  town  has  told  us,  and  tnily,  no 
doubt,  of  t]\eir  v.-ealth,  their  break-water, 
tlieir  custom-house,  their  steamers  smok- 
ing in  from  all  directions;  their  railroads 
built  and  to  be  built,  their  monument  of! 
the  glorious  Allen,  whose  dust  is  mingled 
with  the  earth  of  their  tov.  n  ;  and  I  could 
not  help  regretting  that  the  Giver  of  all  ^ 
good  had  not  offered  them  one  more  boon  | 
— the  blessing  of  content.''  j 

In  Mr.  Dorr's  concluding  remarlcs  he  | 
added,  "  the  capitol  was  located  at  Mont-  j 
pelier  as  a  measure  of  peace.  It  was  to  j 
build  up  from  a  divided,  a  united  and  j 
homogeneous  people.  Fifty  years  of  peace  j 
have  been  the  product  of  this  act  of  w  is-  I 
dom.  I  am  for  going  down  to  no  Jerusa- . 
lem  on  the  East  or  the  West."'  If  Mr.  j 
Dorr  was  the  Nestor  of  that  debate,  with  ; 


every  quality  of  a  parliamentarian  and  ad- 
vocate, learning,  wit,  satire,  humor  and 
subtle  logic,  as  his  argument  everywhere 
shows,  still  the  satirist  and  wit  of  that 
very  remarkable  assemblage  of  men  was 
Moses  E.  Cheney,  of  Barnard.  Alluding  to 
a  remark  made  by  the  member  fi  om  Georgia 
where  a  town  librar)-  was  offered  as  a  rea- 
son for  removal,  Mr.  Cheney  says  "Mr. 
Chairman,  why  domt  some  of  the  friends 
of  removal  say  that  the  Representatives 
arid  Senators  might  pursue  a  brief  legisla- 
tive collegiate  course  of  study  at  the  Ver- 
mont University  during  theii  sessions  ? 
Mr.  Chairman,  they  say  that  Esq.  Ed- 
munds, the  counsel  for  Biu-lington,  talked 
to  us  an  hour,  and  very  little  to  his  credit 
as  a  man  of  talents.  Sir,  do  people  ex- 
pect a  man  to  work  miracles  ?  Those  of  us 
who  were  Representatives  in  1855,  saw, too 
much  of  his  ability  to  be  made  now  to 
swallow  these  third  house  insinuations  th.at 
Mr.  Edmunds  isn't  much.  We  remember 
how  he  made  us  believe  gas  was  cheaper 
than  oil  to  light  the  State  House  with, 
when  the  contrary  was  the  truth,  and  I  am 
bold  to  say  he  would  have  made  us  believe 
that  Burlington  was  the  best  place  for  the 
Capitol  if  we  hadn't  known  all  about  it 
ourselves.  But,  Sir,  the  State  of  Vermont 
isn't  so  large  but  every  man  in  it  knov/s 
very  nearly  from  his  own  observation 
where  the  mi  Idle  is.  Gas,  Sir,  many  of 
us  know  little  about  Mr.  Chairnian,  the 
gentleman  from  Westford  is  nmch  con- 
cerned about  the  morals  of  Montpelier. 
He  says  the  f.res  of  hell  are  here  !  Sir,  I 
had  heard  of  a  heaven  below,  and  of  a  hell 
upon  airth,  and  I  must  own  that  when  the 
gentleman  was  depicting  the  flames  which 
seemed  to  be  curling  around  us,  my  eye 
at  the  same  instant  catching  a  glance  at 
his  fiendish  look,  his  horrific  glare,  for  a 
moment  I  quailed,  and  inwardly  exclaimed, 
I  am 'in  hell,  for  there  stands  Beelzebub. 
Mr.  Chairman,  during  last  Fall's  session, 
occupying  my  old  seat  No.  190,  which  ha.? 
since  dissolved  in  smoke,  with  little  to  do 
but  to  gaze  at  the  costly  gas  cliandelier, 
which  has  since  melted  with  fervent  heat, 
I  sometimes  amused  myself  with  reflec- 
tions upon  variou.s  members  of  the  house  : 
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and,  Sir,  among  them  I  discovered  a  Dan- 
iel Webster,  a  John  C.  Calhoun,  a  Henry 
Clay  and  a  Patrick  Henry.  The  gentle- 
man from  Castleton,  (Mr.  Spencer,)  be- 
ing out  a  few  minutes  since,  I  had  almost 
hoped  he  would  remain  out  until  I  had 
paid  him  a  few  compliments  which  ntight 
appear  fulsome  in  his  presence,  liut,  Sir, 
it  is  not  uncommon  here  in  Committee  of 
the  whole,  where  wide  debate  is  admissi- 
ble, for  gentlemen  to  go  very  luide.  into 
praises  of  our  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers. vSir,  I  would  then  beg  leave  to  say 
that  the  gentlt^iian  from  Castleton  is  my 
Daniel  Webster,  and  1  have  seen  new  and 
striking  resemblances  between  these  two 
men  during  the  present  session,  which,  have 
confirmed  me  in  the  belief  of  their  sinii- 
larity.  For  instance,  it  was  said  by  Dr. 
Wheeler,  in  a  eulogy  pronounced  upon 
Mr.  Webster,  that  whenever  Webster  at- 
tempted to  argue  a  bad  cause  lie  always 
broke  d<nun never  otherwise.  Well,  Sir, 
the  gentleman  from  Castleton  fails  in 
every  effort  he  makes  dunnt^  this  session. 
He  is  arguing  a  bad  cai'.se,  and,  like  Web- 
ster, having  no  knack  at  it,  he  breaks 
damn.  In  this  respect  we  see  how  exactly 
like  Webster  he  is.  Mr.  Webster  was  ac- 
cused in  his  latter  days  of  being  bought 
up.  But  it  was  riot  true.  Well,  it  is  sur- 
mised by  some  that  the  gentleman  from 
Castleton  is  bought  up  ;  but  it  is  not  true. 
I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  The  great 
Moses  Stuart — as  a  fearless,  good  man 
should  have  done — undertook  to  make  out 
that  Webster  acted  from  the  best  of  mo- 
tives;  but  it  was  all  of  no  use.  There 
W'ere  enough  who  pretended  they  knew 
Webster  had  long  been  closeted  with  Cal- 
houn. Mr  Webster  had  a  great  Moses  to 
expound  for  him,  but  it  didn't  do  ahy  good. 
Mr.  Spencer  has  a  little  Moses  to  apologize 
for  him,  but  I  fear  it  will  be  entirely  use- 
less." This  is  but  a  brief  synopsis  of  Mr. 
Cheney's  method  of  satire,  which  convoils- 
ed  the  whole  assembly  for  an  hour.  Com- 
paring the  claims  of  Barnard,  as  contrast- 
ed with  some  other  towns  that  had  put  in 
the  plea  of  fine  prospects  and  healthy  lo- 
cations, Mr.  Cheney  goes  on  to  say  :  *'  Is 
Inirnard  a  whit  behind  any  in  these  re- 


spects ?  Why,  as  to  health,  the  people  of 
Barnard  seldom  think  of  dying,  and  the 
children  say  they  will ne^jer  die.  Some  old 
men  have  lived  till  they  were  tired  all  out 
with  life,  and  have  died  ou  purpose;  hav- 
ing told  their  old  yarns  over  until  the  taste 
was  all  out  of  them,  they  said  they  had  lived 
ever  so  far  beyond  all  the  promises,  and 
they  summed  up  by  declaring  they  'would 
not  live  ahvay and  got  up  a  contrivance  for 
quitting  the  world  and  got  off  somehow." 
In  a  second  speech,  in  reply  lO  some 
strictures  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Westford  on  his  previous  speech,  he  gives 
this  inimitable  touch  of  satire:  Sir, 
those  who  say  that  my  Webster  and  Hen- 
ry are  unworthy  the  names,  riot  only  ad- 
mit that  my  Clay  and  Calhoun  are  good, 
but  that  my  devil  is  perfect.''  The  speech 
of  Mr.  Cheney,  whose  profession  had  been 
that,  of  a  singing-master,  may  well  take 
rank  with  the  wit  and  satire  of  Curran  and 
Sheridan.  He  is  a  genuine;  native  speci- 
men, with  all  the  benefit  of  Barnard  hills. 
M]-.  Merrill,  the  member  from  Montpelier, 
a  descendant  of  the  Fassetts,  of  Benning- 
ton, distinguished  himself  as  a  parliamen- 
tarian. The  final  result  of  the  long,  keen 
contest  was  an  act  m.aking  an  appropria- 
tion of  ^40,000  for  re-building  the  State 
House  on  its  old  site  in  Montpelier. 

SPIRIT  OP'  18 1 2. 

A  second  war  was  opened  with  Eng- 
land. Party  spirit  in  politics  ran  high 
through  the  country.  Our  State  and  the 
Capita!  had  its  share  in  the  excitement  at- 
tending these  contests.  The  Democrats 
thought  our  nation  to  have  been  injured 
and  grossly  insulted  by  Great  Britain,  and 
were  staunch  advocates  of  the  war,  the 
Federals,  believing  the  war  wholly  unnec- 
essary, as  bitterly  opposed  and  denounced 
it.  The  Democrats  in  ascendency  in  the 
State,  had  a  pretty  decided  majority  in  the 
County.  A  nd  as  the  administration  was  ap- 
pealing to  the  country  to  be  sustained,  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Madison  thought  it  impor- 
tant some  demonstration  should  be  niade 
at  the  Capital  of  the  State.  They  called 
a  v.'ar-m.eeting  at  the  State  House,  and  in- 
dustriously circulated  the  notice.  Tliis 
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^vas  in  Febniary,  and  the  inhabitants 
poured  in  from  the  surrounding  towns,  and 
the  neighboring  districts,  fiUing  the  high- 
ways with  footmen,  horsemen,  and  loads 
in  single  and  doable  sleighs,  to  the  place 
appointed  for  the  meeting,  as  it  was  also 
understood  that  the  Federal  party  would 
be  there  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any" 
resolutions  encouraging  Congress  to  a 
declaration  of  war.  When  the  house  had 
become  densely  packed,  one  of  the  com- 
mittee was  sent  to  call  on  Rev.  Chester 
Wright,  tlie  settled  minister  at  Alontpelier, 
and  invite  hitn  to  open  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  He  shortly  returned,  and  inform- 
ed his  friends  that  on  account  of  conscien- 
tious scruples,  Mr.  Wright  declined  the 
invitation.  A  low  burst  of  indignation 
followed.  The  nexi  moment  were  heard 
calls  for  "Uncle  Ziba  !  Uncle  Ziba  !  ! 
Instantly  a  committee  man  mounted  the 
platform,  and  cried  aloud,  "  Is  the  Rev. 
Ziba  Woodwortli  present  ?  If  so,  he  is  re- 
spectfully invited  to  come  forward  and 
open  this  meeting  with  prayer.""  Mr. 
W^oodworth,  who  had  a  stitT  leg,  occasion- 
ed from  wounds  received  at  Fort  Griswold, 
came  forward,  stumping  through  the  crowd 
to  the  platform.  Hastily  drawing  a  chair 
before  him,  he  diopped  down  upon  one 
knee,  and,  throwing  out  the  whole  of  the 
other  leg  with  a  jerk,  raised  his  sharp 
voice,  peculiarly  emotional,  in  the  invited 
invocation.  After  a  very  brief  address,  in 
the  manner  of  a  prayer,  he  entered  into  the 
political  spirit  of  the  meeting,  showering  a 
torrent  of  blessings  on  our  rulers  for  their 
wisdom,  patriotism  and  fearless  stand  in 
resisting  the  aggressions  of  British  tyranny  ; 
then  he  began  to  ask  God's  pity  on  the 
blindness  of  the  enemies  of  the  war,  and 
enemies  of  our  blessed  country,  and  His 
forgiveness  of  their  treasonable  dereliction 
of  patriotic  duty,  and  still  more  treason- 
able opposition  to  the  wise  measures  of 
our  God-appointed  rulers,  in  such  language 
as  involved  the  rebuke  of  a  scorching  sat- 
ire. At  this  stage  of  the  prayer.  Judge 
Ware,  a  prominent  war  Democrat  of  the 
town,  who  was  a  noted  wag  as  well  as  a 
hot  politician,  standing  by  the  platform 
and  within  reach  of  the  excited  speaker. 


reached  over,  and  sharply  punching  his  ex- 
tended leg.  in  a  low,  eager,  half-whispered 
tone,  exclaimed,  "  That  is  right !  give  it 
to  'em,  give  it  to  'em.  Uncle  Ziba!"  And 
it  is  said  that  he  did  give  it  to  'em  in  a 
manner  which  very  likely  never  had  a  par- 
allel in  the  shape  of  a  prayer.  The  Dem- 
ocrats opened  the  meeting  with  a  very 
zealous  speech  for  the  administration, 
which  was  often  interrupted  by  applause. 
Mr.  Baylies,  an  astute  lawyer  and  of  com- 
manding talents  as  a  speaker,  proceeded 
in  his  reply,  and,  having  to  his  ov/n  satis- 
faction proved  the  fallacy  q^f  the  position 
of  his  rival,  commenced  a  general  attack 
upon  Mr.  Madison  and  his  advisers  at 
Washington.  He  had  not  proceeded  far, 
however,  when  old  Matthew  Wallace,  of 
Berlin,  a  tall,  resolute  man,  leaped  sud- 
denly to  his  feet,  and,  in  a  voice  which 
seemed  to  be  the  tocsin  of  war,  exclaimed, 
"  Can't  stand  that  I  can't  stand  that,  Mr. 
Chairman !  anything  in  reason,  but,  by 
heavens,  sir,"  his  eye  flashing  and  fist 
raised,  '*  1  sha'nt  sit  here  to  listen  to  out- 
right treason  I  "  Mr.  Baylies,  before  he  got 
through,  was  hissed  and  coughed  down. 
Resolutions  supporting  the  administration 
were  read,  and  passed  with  a  tremendous 
acclamation. 

The  chairman  of  the  meeting  in  the  ear 
ly  part  of  the  day  was  Hon.  Ezra  Butler 
one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  County, 
who  was  a  Democrat.    Finding  the  meet- 
ing likely  to  be  controlled  by  the  Federal 
part}',  at  this  time  so  well  organized  into 
what  was  called  the  Washington  Societies, 
he  resigned,  and  the  Federals  elected  Hon. 
Charles  Bulkley,  a  most  bitter  opponent 
of  the  war.    But  w^hen  the  convention  was 
thoroughly  represented  from  the  surround- 
ing tomis  coming  in,  the  war  party  was 
found  to  be  in  such  majority  they  had  ev- 
erytliing  their  own  way,  and  Esquire  Bulk- 
ley,  as  Chairman  of  the  convention,  saw 
his  name  signed  to  the  war  resolutions  so 
:  triumphantly  passed,  and  thus  was  made 
j  to  give  his  sanction  to  what  he  had  intend- 
i  ed,  with  his  friends,  to  defeat.    The  war 
j  was  heartily  supported  by  a  large  majority 
i  of  the  County,  and  patriotic  volunteers 
I  were  not  wanting  to  defend  the  country's 
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honor.  When  the  news  of  Prevost's  army 
invading  the  State  reached  our  inhabit- 
ants, "it  was  but  a  grand  rally ing-cry  from 
the  Border,  which  was  responded  to  by 
ahnost  every  able-bodied  man  shouldering 
his  musket  and  marching  for  the  front.  ^ 
1'hey  flocked  ironi  the  hills  and  the  glens,  I 
swarming  dow^n  the  Winooski,  the  same  i 
patriotism  firing  them  that  characterized  | 
the  Green  ^Mountain  Boys  in  the  days  of  | 
Allen  and  Warner.  An  example  to  illus- 
trate may  be  given  in  the  person  of  Capt. 
Timoth}-  Hubbard,  who,  when  the  news 
of  the  invasion  of  Piattsburg,  N.  Y.,  by 
the  British,  reached  Mcntpelier,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1814,  sallied  out  cane  in  hand  into 
the  streets,  summoning  a  drummer  and  a 
lifer  to  his  sidc\  one  of  them  being  a  hired 
man,  and  marching  the  streets  all  day 
beating  up  volunteers  to  start  forthwith  to 
the  scene  of  action.  And  such  were  his 
appeals,  and  such  tlie  lient  of  pr'triotism  in 
the  community,  that  before  night  nearly  or 
quite  two  thirds  of  the  male  population 
were  enlisted,  and  ready  to  march  on  the 
following  morning,  which  they  did,  they 
reaching  Piattsburg  in  season  to  take  place 
in  the  line  of  battle.  Capt.  Campbell,  of- 
ten known  as  old  Captain  Blue,''  from 
Waitsneld  and  vicinity,  summoned  with 
the  same  alacrity  the  war  spirits  of  Mad 
River.  Other  towns  with  equal  righ.t  offer 
their  muster-rolls  to  vindicate  their  claim 
to  equal  h'  nors. 

There  are  a  few  individuals  so  prom.inent 
in  the  aflairs  of  the  State  and  nation,  born 
or  residing  more  or  less  in  this  County,  it 
seems  fitting  their  names  and  serA'ices 
should  be  noticed  here.  And  first  among 
these  stands  Gen.  Benjamin  Wait,  a  dis- 
tinguished revolutionary  veteran  and  asso- 
ciate of  Ethan  Allen  and  the  men  who 
made  the  heroic  epoch  of  Vermont. — 
[There  will  be  in  W\iitsfield,  this  volume, 
a  notice  of  Gen.  Wait.] 

JOHN  CLOUD, 

a  long-time  resident  of  this  County,  was 
in  many  engagements  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War ;  in  his  last  battle,  while  leaciing 
a  retreat  and  firing  back,  he  was  shot 
through  the  thigh,  which  had  to  be  ampu- 
tated. 


WILLIAM  PHEN, 

also  an  old  resident,  was  in  the  campaigns 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

[We  reserve  a  sketch  of  Col.  John  Tap- 
lin  for  Berlin,  and  notice  of  other  eminent 
men  here  introduced,  for  the  towns  to 
which  they  more  specially  belong. — I'-d.] 

Conspicuously  identified  with  the  growth 
of  the  County  or  connected  with  its  inter- 
nal improvements  were 

JUDGE  ELIJAH  PAINE, 

living  on  the  borders  of  the  County  in 
WilHamstown.  [See  vol.  II,  page  1150. 
Ed.]  and  his  son, 

GOV.  CHARLES  PAIXE, 

who  passed  most  of  his  life  in  the  County, 
a  man  of  exceeding  active,  practical  mind 
and  indomitable  will.  In  addition  to  run- 
ning a  large  manufacturing  establishment 
he  did  more  than  all  others  toward  secur- 
ing our  present  railroad  facilities. 

HORACE  HOLLlbTER 

built  most  of  the  old  County  road,  going 
north  from  Montpelier  through  Calais. 

MAHLOX  COTTRILL, 

the  long-time  popular  landlord  of  the  Pa- 
vilion, was  proprietor  of  several  lines  of 
stage  in  the  County,  and  at  one  time  was 
more  largely  connected  with  the  public 
travel  in  this  vicinity  than  any  other  per- 
son before  or  since.  One  of  his  lines  was 
over  the  great  thoroughfare  from  Boston 
to  Burlington  and  Montreal  via  Montpelier, 
with  coaches  diawn  by  from  four  to  six 
superb  horses,  and  the  finest  stage  equip- 
ments ever  known  in.  New  England. 
Thompson  relates  a  wonderful  feat  of  a 
driver  by  the  name  of  Blaisdell,  performed 
on  this  road,  which  v/as  the  difficult  and 
dangerous  task  of  leaping  from  his  seat  on 
the  coach-box  on  to,  and  over  th:;  near 
wheel-hofse  to  the  ground,  and  seizing  the 
pole  which  had  just  dropped  with  a  cant 
to  run  ofi"  a  precipice  60  feet  deep,  the 
whc:l  being  within  a  yard  of  the  edge,  ynd, 
holding  also  to  the  neck-yoke,  guidng  a 
heavy  load  of  passengers  safely  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill.  The  rock,  which  is  a  mile  and 
a  half  south  ofWaterbury  street,  on  the 
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Moretown  side  of  Winooski  river,  has  since 
been  known  as  BlaisdeH's  Rock. 

WILLIAM  UPHAM 

was  a  most  remarkable  advocate  before  a 
jury,  and  his  speeches  in  the  United  vStates 
Senate  were  very  highily  complimented  by 
Daniel  Webster. 

SAMUP:L  PRENTISS, 

as  a  jurist,  said  Chancellor  Kent  in  speak- 
ing of  him,  "Judge  Story,  the  only  man  to 
be  thought  of  in  comparison,  is  certainly  a 
very  learned  and  able  man,  but  I  cannot  help 
regarding  Judge  Prentiss  as  the  best  jurist  in 
New  England."  He  was  also  held  in  high 
estimation  in  the  Senate  of  tiic  United 
States. 

PUBLIC  .MORALS  ANIJ  El^rCATIOX, 

a  very  active  interest  in,  sprang  up  in  the 
County  about  the  time  of  its  organization, 
the  leader  of  which  was  Rev.  Chester 
Wright :  and  which  under  the  influence  of 
James  H.  Langdon  extended  also  to  trade. 
In  addition  to  a  new  impetus  in  the  com- 
mon district-schools,  sabbath-schools  were 
organized,  libraries  purchased  and  lyceums 
formed ;  the  effect  of  which  was  felt  in  all  j 
parts  of  the  County,  and  in  1858,  the  I 
Union  School  at  the  Capital  was  put  in  ! 
operation,  which  has  really  revolutionized  ! 
the  old  manner  of  teaching,    Hon.  Rod- 1 
erick  Richardson  superintended  the  erec- 1 
tion  of  the  building,  and  was  chairman  of  j 
the  committee-men.  The  example  was  fol- j 
lowed  by  other  towns.     Academies  and  | 
seminaries  made  their  appearance  ;  one  at  } 
Barre,  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Eng-  ! 
land  Universalist  societies,  and  one  at  | 
iMontpelier,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ver-  j 
mont  Methodist  Conference,  and  one  at  • 
Waterbury,  under  the  management  of  the  j 
Baptist  denomination.  j 

The  County  has  also  been  very  creditably  j 
represented  in  the  number  and  character  j 
of  its  authors  and  publications,  as  well  as  , 
many  able  articles  from  its  pen§  entering' 
into  the  journalism  of  ditTerent  parts  of  the  | 
country.  ; 

"The  Indian  Captive,''  by  Horace! 
Steele,  was  published  in  Montpelier  in' 
1812;  "Baylies  Index,"'  in  3  vols.,  by ; 
Hon.  Nicliolas  Baylies,  in  1814;  Judge! 
Baylies  published  beside  a  book  on  Free- 1 


agency  in  1821.  "The  Batde  of  Plalts- 
burgh,''  a  poem  in  pamphlet,  by  Samuel 
Woodworth,  in  1815  ;  "  The  Gift,*''  16  mo., 
a  small  poetic  book,  by  Miss  Sophia  Wat- 
rous,of  Northtield,  published  at  Montpel- 
ier in  1840.  The  Rev.  F.  \V.  Shelton, 
formerly  Rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
in  Montpelier,  has  published  at  different 
times  "  Salander  and  the  Dragon,'^  "  'i"he 
Rector  of  Bardolph,  "  Chrystaline,''  "  Up 
the  River,"  and  "  Peeps  from  a  Belfry,*' 
which  have  given  the  author  a  wide  and 
pleasant  reputation.  Here  was  also  the 
long-time  home — atMontpelier~of  Charles 
G.  Eastman,  one  of  the  few  American 
poets  complimented  with  notice  by  the 
Edinburgh  critics.  Here  v,-as  published 
his  book,  some  200  pages,  of  very  fine 
lyrical  and  descriptive  verse. 

The  native  birdlike  melody  of  some  of 
EasUnan's  songs  has  rarely  been  equalled 
in  our  country.  An  excellent  painter  of 
nature,  he  reflects  witii  much  felicity  the 
living  features  of  the  nirallifeof  the  Green 
Mountain  land.  [A  full  notice  of  East- 
man and  his  poems  will  be  found  in  his 
native  Barnard,  Windsor  Co.] 

Daniel  P.  Thompson  held  the  most  pro- 
lific pen  of  any  man  born  or  ever  residing 
in  the  County,  the  novelist  of  Vermont, 
wliose  books  have  nni  through  fifty  edi- 
tions.   [For  full  notice  of,  see  Berlin.] 

There  have  also  been  published  in  Mont- 
pelier, The  Astronomical  Discourses  of 
Thomas  Chalmers  in  18 19,  Thomas  Cook's 
Universal  Letter-writer,  in  1816;  James 
Dean's  Veniiont  Gazetteer,  in  1808  ;  Life  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  in  1809;  Religious 
Courtship,  18 14,  The  Accident,  or  Henry 
and  Julia,  by  \Vm.  Ben  in,  1815  ;  Peter  the 
Great,  181 1;  Infantiy  Exercise,  1820; 
Thompsons  Vermont  Gazetteer,  1824  and 
1840:  "A  Thanksgiving  Discourse,"  by 
John  Gridley,  wherein  was  given  a  con- 
densed history  of  Montpelier,  in  1S43;  "A 
Geographical  Poem"  of  the  County,  by 
Ithamer  Smith,  some  years  ago;  "A  His- 
tory of  the  13th  Regiment,"  in  journal 
form,  by  Edwin  Palmer,  Esq.,  of  Water- 
bury,  in  1866;  in  1870,  "The  Harvest 
Moon  and  other  Poems,"  by  G.  N.  Brig- 
ham,  M.  D.    [See  Fayston.] 
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Other  several  noted  authors  have  had  a 
temporary  residence  within  the  County. 
San\uel  Hopkins,  author  of  an  Ecclesiasti- 
cal History  in  relation  to  the  Seceders  and 
the  rmitans;  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  and  the 
Hon.  Isaac  F.  l<.edfield,  a  long-time  res- 
ident at  Montpelier,  I'nd  foi  25  years  a 
member  of  the  Supreme'  Court  of  Ver- 
mont, and  nearly  10  years  its  Chief  Jus- 
tice, whose  more  recently  published  work, 
called  a  "  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Law  of 
Railways,"  has  become  a  standard  work, 
and  given  Mr.  Redtield,  at  home  and 
abioad,  rank  with  the  first  of  American 
and  English  jurists. 

The  County  has  sustained  within  the 
last  fifty  years  two,  and  much  of  the  time 
five,  weekly  journals,  which  have  been 
ab]y  conducted  t'ov  what  is  knov.-n  as  the 
country  newspaper,  the  "  I'ermout  Watch- 
man,"'  tiie  ''Free  /*ress,"  v/hich  was  chang- 
ed to  the  "  Ver}i:oHt  Patriot,''''  and  more 
recently  to  the  '"Argus  aiui  Patriot,'^  the 
"'■Voice  of  Freciioin,^''  now  the  "-Green 
A  fountain  Freeinnn the  "  CJir  ist  in  )i  Mes- 
senger,and  the  "  Christian  Repository P 
CENSORS : 

Ezra  Butler,  1806  ;  J.  Y.  V'ai!,  1820  ;  Jos. 
Reed,  1834;  H.  C.  Reed,  1841  ;  H.  F. 
Janes,  i848;Wm.W.  Wells,  1855;  Jos, 
Prentiss,  1862;  Chas.  Reed,  1869;  T.  P. 
Redfield,  1869. 

pr::sidextial  electors: 

E/ra  Bntler  in  1804,  *2o,  '28,. '32  ;  Dr. 
Edward  Lamb,  1836:  Jos.  Reed,  1840. 

UNITED  STATES  SENATORS: 

Samuel  Prentiss,  1S31-42;  William  Up- 
hani,  1843-53  ;  Matt.  Carpenter,  Senator 
Irom  Wisconsin,  born  in  this  County. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  TO  CONGRESS: 

Ezra  Butler,  1813-15;  H.  F.  Janes, 
1835-37  ;  Paul  Dillingham,  1S43-47  ;  L.  B. 
Peck,  1847-51;  E.  P.  Walton,  1857-63; 
C.  W.  Willard,  1869-73.  A  son  of  Judge 
Rice,  of  Waitsfield,  has  also  been  a  terri- 
torial Representative,  and  we  have  fur- 
nished District  Judge,  Samuel  Prentiss ; 
and  one  Disiiict  Clerk,  Edw.  \\.  Prentiss; 
and  two  District  Attorneys,  Lucius  B.  Peck 
and  B.  F.  Fifield. 


S.  B.  Colby  received  the  appointment  of 
first  register  in  the  office  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  under  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Ezra  Butler  was  Governor  from  1826  to 
"28;  Chas.  Paine  from  1841  to  43;  Paul 
Dillingham,  Lieut.  Governor  in  1862,  '3, 
'4,  and  Governor  in  1865  to  '67,  Gov.  Dil- 
lingham was  also  Lieut.  Governor  for  3 
years  preceding  his  election  to  the  chief 
magistracy. 

D.  >L  Camp  and  Geo.  N.  Dale  were 
long-time  residents  of  the  County ;  the 
former  being  Lieut.  Governor  from  1836  to 
'41,  and  the  other  being  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  that  office  (1869). 

The  office  of  State  treasurer  has  chiefly 
been  held  by  individuals  of  the  County 
since  the  location  of  the  State  House  here. 
H.  F.  Janes,  John  Spaulding,  E.  P.  Jew- 
ett,  Geo.  Howes,  H.  M.  Bates  and  John 
A,  Page  being  the  persons  receiving  at  dif- 
ferent times  the  election  to  that  office  to 
1869. 

The  office  of  Secretary  of  State  has  also 
been  held  by  County  residents :  David 
Wing,  Jr.,  Timothy  Merrill,  C.  L.  Knapp, 
F.  F.  Merrill,  D.  P.  Thompson,  C.  W. 
Willard.  Geo.  W.  Bailey,  Jr.,  and  Geo. 
Nichols.  Mr.  Nichols  also  was  chosen 
president  of  the  last  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. 

Major  Charles  H.  Joyce,  the  present 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  a  long  time  resident  of  this  County. 
Timothy  Merrill,  O.  H.  Smith,  F.  F.  .^ler- 
rill,  G.  R.  Thompson,  have  been  severally 
elected  to  the  position  of  clerk  of  the 
House.  David  Wing,  Jr.,  of  iNIontpelier, 
was  assistant  judge  of  Caledonia  Co.  in 
1800,  and  first  judge  from  1S03  to  1805  ; 
Chas.  Bulkley,  [judge  and  Ezra  Butler, 
see  Berlin  and  Waterbury]  ;  Cyrus  Ware 
of  Montpelier  was  chief  judge  of  Caledo- 
nia Co.  Court  in  1808.  The  judges  of 
Washington  County  Court  have  been  Ezra 
Butler  in  i8ii-'i2;  Chas.  Bulkley,  1813; 
Dennison  Smith,  1814;  Ezra  louder,  1815 
to ''8,  v.hen  Jno.  Peck  presided  for  one 
year;  Ezra  Butler  from  1819  to  '25.  Of 
the  judges  of  the  State  supreme  and  cir- 
cuit courts  Samuel  Prentiss,  Nicholas  Bay- 
lies, Isaac  F.  Redfield,  Asahel  Peck,  and 
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Timothy  P.  Redfield,  are  or  have  been 
residents  of  this  County.  The  first  Rep- 
resentatives from  this  County  were  Sam'l 
Harris  from  Middlesex  and  Jacob  Davis 
from  Montpclier,  who  took  seats  in  the 
assembly  held  at  Bennington,  Jan.  lo, 
1791.  Ezra  Butler  was  Councillor  from 
1809  to '13,  and  from  1813  to  "26;  Nich- 
olas Baylies  in  1814;  George  Worthing- 
ton  from  1826  to  '30  ;  Henry  F.  Janes  from 
1830  to  '35  ;  Milton  Brown,  1835. 

STATE  SF-:.VATOKS. 

In  1836,  by  a  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion a  Senate  was  substituted  for  the  Coun- 1 
cil,  to  which  we  sent  first  Anmah  Water-  I 
man  and  Newell  Kinsman  two  years,  and  j 
after:  Jos.  A.  Curtis  and  Israel  Goodwin,  j 
1S38,  '39;  O.  V/.  Ikitler,  1840;  Nathan- I 
iel  Eaton,  1840,  '41  ;    Paul  Dillingham,  | 
1S41,  '42,  *6i  ;  Wooster  Sprague,  '42,  '43  ;  j 
Jacob  Scott,  'J3,  44:  Roderick  Richard- j 
son,  "44,  '45;  O.  II.  Sniith,  "45,  '46;  Mo- 1 
scs  Robinson,  "46,  '47  ;  Nath'l  Bancroft,  | 
'47,  '48;  Wm.  Carpenter,  48,  '49;  Asaph  I 
Town,  '49,  '50;  LeonarcV  Keith,  '50,  '51  ;  ! 
C.  G.  P^astman,  '51,  '52;  Ro3'al  \\n-)eeler,  ! 
'52,  '53;  J<^s.  Moody,  '53,  ^54;   Horace  I 
llollister  and  James  Green,  '54,  '55  ;  John  j 
Crregory  and  P'.  A.  Wright,  ■56-"7  ;  Jo-! 
seph  Poland  and  Enoch  Putnam, '58-'9 ;  ' 
Calvin  P^ullerton,  '60-1  :  C.  W.  Willard, 
'60,  -61  ;  Roderick  Richardson,  Addison 
Peck  and  P.  D.  Bradford,  '62,  "63;  Chas. 
Reed,  '64,  '65,  '66;  Denslow  Upham,  '64, 
'65;  M.P.  Wallace, -64;  Wm.  W.Henry, 
"65,  '66,  '67;  J.  H.  Orcutt,  '66,  "68;  Chas. 
Dewey,  '67,  '68,  '69;  C.  H.  Heath,  '68, 
'69,  '70  ;  J.  H.  Plastings,  '70  ;  Heman 
Carpenter.  '70,  '71,  '72,  '73;  Clark  King, 
'72,  '73'  '74.  '75  ;  Eliakim  P.  Walton,  "74, 
'75.  '7^N  '77  ;  Ira  Richardson,  '76,  '77  ;  W. 
P.  Dillingham,  '78,  79,  "80,  '81  ;  Albert 
Dwinell,  '78,  '79,  *8o,  "81. 

\VASIIIXGTON  COUNTY  RECORD  IX  THE 
REBELLION  OF   1 86 1. 

^If  in  men's  minds  were  doubt  whether 
there  were  those  who  could  uphold  the 
honor  of  their  sires  in  the  generation  of! 
to-day,  the  illusion  dispelled  with  the  an-  j 
swer  to  the  call  for  men  to  defend  tlie  i 
country's  flag ;  yeoman  and  clerk  and  pro- 1 


fessional  man,  with  the  sound  of  the  fife 
and  drum,  all  moving  on,  like  a  sudden 
blast  from  the  north  to  the  terrible  storm- 
ing of  the  ramparts  and  charge  of  the 
battle-field,  proved  more  than  words  can 
blazon  the  lieroism  still  in  the  race— -a  soul- 
working  principle  profound  in  the  Ver- 
monter,  which  needed  but  a  spark  to  fan 
it  into  a  blaze  of  patriotism.  War  meet- 
ings were  held,  union  leagues  formed,  lib- 
eral bounties  paid  to  men,  and  the  fam- 
ilies of  those  in  the  field  cared  for.  Our 
heroes  and  martyrs  did  well ;  where  shines 
the  lustre  of  so  glorious  an  epoch,  we  still 
feel  all  of  our  old  State  pride  wb.enwelook 
on  our  war-soiled  banners,  and  hear  re- 
cited the  later  deeds  of  our  sons.  Our 
dead  are  on  most  of  the  battle-fields  from 
Bull  Run  to  Apomattox :  individual  deeds 
they  have  achieved  which  will  not  sutler 
in  comparison  v/ith  the  martial  prowess  of 
any  time.  Instance  our  old  Vt.  2d  de- 
tached as  a  resei-ve  to  the  26th  Nevv^  Jer- 
sey, ordered  to  carry  the  heights  of  Mary's 
Hill.  Our  Col.  Joyce,  who  had  won  the 
cognomen  of  Murat  in  the  regiment,  had 
the  command.  The  Jersey  boys,  meeting- 
tornadoes  of  lead  and  iron  rained  from  the 
battlements  above,  surging  back,  "For- 
ward, Vermont  Bi  igade,'"  cried  the  gallant 
Joyce,  and  our  gallant  2d  : 

Tlion  came  uurgall:i!it  Si  cond  up, 
Au'l  passt-d  then!  on  tlx-  run;" 
"  Verniunt  nii^lit  well  be  proud  that  day 
For  every  niai  tial  son." 

'*  St,  Mary's  Ileiglits  were  won." 

_  Sergeant  Bennett,  a  soldier  of  intrepid 
daring,  was  the  first  to  mount  the  par- 
apets ;  as  he  sprang  over  the  breast-work, 
a  rebel  officer  met  him,  sabre  in  hand,  and 
aimed  a  blcv,%  he  dexterously  parried  with 
his  musket,  and  pressed  to  close  quarters 
by  several  soldiers  joining  the  officer, 
clubbed  his  musket  in  a  twinkling,  ex- 
claiming. "I'll  clean  you  out  of  here  ! " 
levelled  them  all  to  the  earth  ;  the  next  In- 
stant tell,  pierced  by  a  dozen  bullets,  and 
expired  at  once. 

.  During  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
after  forcing  the  rebels  from  strong  in- 
trenchments  and  capturing  and  holding 
them  a  half  mile  in  front  of  the  main  line, 
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tlic  Vt.  2(1  were  asked  it  they  could  bold 
tb.eir  position  until  supports  could  be 
brought  up.  ^  Send  us  oinminiiiioti  and 
provisions  ana  we  can  hold  it  six  months 
ir  you  want."'  Besides  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  second  rec;irnent,  in  which  our 
Covuity  had  two  companies,  was  in  the 
battles  of  Lee's  Mills,  Apr.  15,  1862  ;  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  May  5;  Golding's  F'arm,  June 
26;  Savage  Station,  June  29;  White  Oak 
Swamp,  June  30;  Malvern  Hill,  July  i  ; 
South  Mountain,  Sept.  14  ;  Antiotam,  Sept. 
17;  P'redericksburgh,  Dec.  13;  Mayre's 
Heights,  May  3,  1863;  Sailor's  Heights, 
May  4;  Fredericksburgh,  June  5;  Gettys- 
burgh,  July  3;  Funckstown,  July  10;  Rap- 
pahannock, Nov.  7;  Wilderness,  May  5-6, 
1864;  Spottsylvania,  May  10,  12,  14  and 
iS  ;  Cold  Harbor,  June  1-12  ;  I'etersburgh, 
June  18  ;  Charlestown,  Aug.  21  ;  Opecjuan, 
Sept.  19;  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  21  ;  Mount 
Jackson,  Sept.  24:  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19; 
Petersburgh,  March  25,  1S65  ;  I'eters- 
burgh, April  2;  Sailor's  Run,  April  6,  and 
after  Bull  Run,  five  additional  regiments 
participated  in  the.^e  battles,  to  which  also 
they  would  add  a  few  other  engagements, 
and  in  all  our  County  found  itself;  repre- 
•  sented  in  the  6th  Regiment  by  two  com- 
panies. In  the  Seventh  Regiment,  at  the 
siege  of  \'icksburgh.  Baton  Rouge,  Gon- 
zales Station,  Spanish  Fort  and  Whistler. 
In  the  Eighth  Regiment  at  Cotton,  Bls- 
land,  Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  Winchester, 
Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Newton.  In 
the  Ninth  Regiment,  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
Newport  Barracks,  Chapin's  Farm,  Fair 
Oaks.  In  the  Tenth  Regiment,  at  Orange 
C^rove,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Tolo- 
potomy.  Cold  Harbor,  Weldon  Railroad. 
Monocacy,  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill,  Ce- 
dar Creek,  Petersburgh  Mar,  25  and  Apr. 
2.  1865, and Sailor'sCreek.  In t!ie Eleventh 
Regiment,  at  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor, 
Petersburgh  June  8,  '64,  Weldon  Raii- 


18,  1864;  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Be- 
thesda  Church,  Petersburgh  June  17,  and 
the  mine  July  30,  1864,  Weldon  Railroad, 
Poplar  Grove  Church,  Hatcher's  Run, 
Petersburgh  April  2,  1S65. 

In  th.e  First  Regiment  Cavalry,  in  the 
battles  of  Mount  Jackson,  Fort  Republic, 
Middletown,  Winchester  May  25,  1862, 
Surry  Court  House,  CulpepperCourt  House 
July  10,  '62,  Orange  Court  House,  Kel- 
Icy's  Ford,  Waterloo  Bridge,  Buil  Run, 
Ashby's  Gap,  Broad  Ruii,  Greenwich, 
Hanover,  Huntersville,  Gettysburgh,  Moji- 
terey,  Lightersville,  Hagerstown  July  6, 
1863,  Boonsboro,  Hageistown  July  13, 
1863,  f\alling  Waters,  Port  Conway  Aug. 
26,  '63  and  Se^t.  i,  '63,  CulpepperCourt 
House  Sept.  13,  '63,  Somervillc  Ford,  Ra- 
coon Ford,  F'almouth,  James  City,  Brandy 
Station,  Gainesviije,  Buckland  Mills,  Mor- 
ton's Ford,  Mechanicsville,  Piping  "Tree, 
Craig's  Church,  Spottsylvania,  Yellow- Ta\  - 
ern,  Meadow  Bridge,Hanover  Court  House, 
Ashland,  Plawe's  Shop,  Bottom  Bridge, 
White  Oak  Swan^?^,  Mai  vern  Hill,  Ream's 
Station,  June  23,  Nottav.ay  Court  House. 
Keysville,  Roanoke  Station,  Stony  Creek, 
June  28  and  29, 1864,  Ream's  Station,  June 
29,  '64,  Ridley's  Shop,  Winchester  Aug. 
17,  1S64.  Summit  Point,  Charlestown, 
Kearneysville,  Opequan,  Front  Royal, 
ivlooney's  Grade,  Aiiiford,  Waynesboro 
Sept.  28,  '64,  Columbia  P\n-nace,  Tom's 
Brook,  Cedar  Creek  Oct.  13,  1864,  Cedar 
Creek  Oct.  19,  '64,  Middle  Road,  Middle 
and  Back  Road,  Lacy's  Springs,  Wayes- 
boro  Mar.  2,  1865,  Five  Forks,  Namozine 
Church,  Appomattox  Station  Apr.  8,  '65, 
and  Appomattox  Court  House  April  9, 
1865. 

Gen.  W^m.  Wells  enlisted  from  Water- 
bury. 

In  all  of  the  given  Regiments  the  County 
had  commissioned  officers  as  high  as  cap- 


road,  Washington,  Charlestown,  Opequan.  >  tain.  It  also  furnished  men  to  the  ist,  2d 
Winchester,  Fisher's  Flill,  Cedar  Creek,  \  and  3d  Batteries  of  Light  Artillery.  Of 
Petersburgh,  Mar.  25,  27,  and  Apr.  2,  1865,  j  commissioned  officers  there  have  been 
and  in  the  Thirteenth  at  Gettysburgh,  j  killed  in  battle  and  died  from  wounds, 
July  2  and  3, 1863  ;  Seventeenth  Regiment,  !  twelve  from  the  County:  Lieuts.  A.  M. 
at  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  May  6  to  |  Nevins,  of  Mo.retown,  David  B.  Daven- 
9i  1864  ;  Spottsylvania,  12  to  15  and  May  |  port,  of  Roxbury ;  Major  Richard  B.  Cran- 
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dall,  of  Berlin ;  of  wounds  received  at 
Lee's  Mills,  Apr.  i6,  1862,  David  B. 
Davenport,  of  Roxbiny :  of  wounds  at 
Lee's  Mills,  April  16,  '62,  Major  Richard 
B.  Crandall  and  Lieiit.  A.  J.  Davis,  of 
Berlin;  Captain  Luther-  Ainsworth,  of 
Waitsficld ;  Major  Edwin  Dillingham, 
Lieut.  J.  E.  Henry, Capt.  LucianD.  Thomp- 
son, of  Waterbury :  Capt.  Edward  Hall 
and  Lieut.  A.  K.  Cooper,  of  Worcester; 
Lieut.  W.  E.  ]Martin,  of  Barre ;  Lieut. 
Ezra  Stetson,  of  Montpelier  ;  Lieut.  Isaac 
G.  Putnam,  of  East  Montpelier;  Lieut. 
Luther  B.  Scott  and  Adjutant  Abel  Mor- 
rill, of  Cabot.  [Of  ^whom  furtiier  account 
will  be  piven  in  their  respective  towns  in 
this  volume.] 

Chas.  H.  Anson,  of  -Montpelier,  was 
brevctted  Captain  for  gallantry  in  the  as- 
.sault  on  Petersburgh,  April  2,  1865. 

Thi.-  County  famished  for  the  war  44 
captains,  5  adjutants,  7  qu;;rter-masters,  10 
majors,  7  lieut.  colonels,  4  colonels  and  2 
generals. 

Grand  list  of  the  towns  in  the  County ; 
town-bounties  paid  and  number  of  men 
raised  bv  each  town  : 


TOWNS. 


Men.  Grand  List.;  Bounty, 


..I 


Bane  

Berlin  

Cabot  

Calais  

Duxbury  

E.  Montpelier. 

Fays  ton  

MaVshheld  

Middlesex. 
Montpelier 
Moretown. 
Northfield . 
Plaintield. . 
Roxbury  . . 
Vv'aitsfield. 
Warren . .  . 
Waterbury 
Vv''oodbury. 
Worcester. 


161  v7, 375. 171 

144:    4. --6: 

4,i77-.52! 

4,5^o-^5' 
2,i45.6S| 

5.^92-36: 
1,221.32' 
2,636.56; 
3,2:'9  2o| 


1741 

98; 

741 

I2li 

150! 
3381 
146 

351 
94 
113 
104 

no 

236 

99 
84 


11,972.79 
2,954.80 
8,002.20; 
2,250.34! 
2.227.10! 
3,267.84 
2,560.20! 
7,729.22' 
1,965.59; 
1,637.01 


Total  :2965  79,519.95  320,826.00 


36,500 

3I099 
6,376. 

26,095. 
9,940, 

12, 808, 
16,840, 
13,952. 
20,882, 
24,585, 
19,8^0, 
32,664. 
15,598, 
200, 
10,671, 

I3>438. 
23,766. 
22, 
5>245' 


64 


00 
83 
25 
20 

42 

65 

00 

84 
52 
00 

17 

88 
26 

95  j 
—  I 


Col.  Randalls  statement  of  the 

BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBURG  : 

."The  I2th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  i6th 
\''ermont  Regiments  constituted  Stannard's  ! 


Brigade,  and  were  attached  to  the  First  or 
Reynolds'  corps  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. This  brigade  arrive^l  on  the  field 
at  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
first  day,  and  took  position  in  the  rear  of 
Cemetery  ilill,  in  the  rear  of  the  main 
line  of  battle,  where  they  reniain<;d  through 
the  night,  and  through  the  fore  part  of  the 
next  day.  At  about  noon  of  the  second 
day  the  fighting  in  our  front  and  to  our  left 
Wr.s  quite  animated,  Generals  Sickles  and 
Hancock  being  at  our  left.  At  about 
2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  to 
advance  my  regiment  to  the  front,  and 
somewhat  to  the  left,  and  took  a  position 
some  thirty  rods  in  advance  of  the  rest  ot 
our  brigade,  where  I  held  my  regiment  in 
column  by  divisions  at  rest  until  about  4 
or  5  o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon.  At  this 
time  the  battle  was  raging  at  our  left,  in 
front  of  Hancock's  corps,  with,  much  vio- 
lence, and  many  stragglers  were  passing  to 
the  rear.  The  balance  of  Stannard's  brig- 
ade were  lying  in  their  original  position. 
At  about  this  time  an  officer  came  riding 
from  the  front  direct!}-  towards  where  my 
regiment  lay,  very  fast.  As  he  approach- 
ed the  spot  he  halted,  and  asked*  me  what 
regiment  that  was.  I  told  him  it  v/as  the 
13th  Vermont,  of  Stannard's  brigade.  He 
asked  where  Stannard  and  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  were.  I  pointed  out  the  brigade, 
some  30  rods  in  my  rear,  and  also  the 
spot  where  Stannard  and  his  staff  were,  a 
little  way  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade.  He 
then  said  to  me  will  your  reginient  fight  J 
I  told  him  they  were  comparatively  new 
troops,  but  that  I  thought  I  could  rely  on 
them.  He  then  said,  "  I  am  Gen.  Double- 
day,  and  now  command  the  first  corps." 
He  also  told  me  he  had  just  come  from 
Gen.  Hancock,  that  that  officer  was  hard 
pressed,  and  he  was  afraid  unless  he  had 
help  very  quick  he  would  lose  his  artillery, 
or  some  of  it.  ■  He  ordered  me  to  take 
my  regiment,  or  what  I  had  of  it,  pro- 
ceed in  the  direction  from  whicii  he  came, 
and  report  to  Gen.  Hancock,  and  act  as  he 
directed,  but  before  I  started  he  said, 
"  Colonel,  introduce  me  to  your  regiment." 
I  turned  with  him  to  the  regiment,  and  said, 
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•  Boys,  this  is  General  Doubleday,  our  corps 
commander.'"  He  then  said,  substantially, 
as  follows  :  ''Men  of  Vermont !  the  troops 
from  your  State  have  thus  far  in  this  war 
earned  an  enviable  reputation,  I  under- 
stand that  you  are  comparatively  inexperi- 
enced in  battle,  but  you  are  about  to  be 
led  in  by  your  Colonel.  Much  will  be  ex- 
pected of  you,  and  1  hope  you  will  nobly 
uphold  the  honor  of  your  State.  To-day 
is  the  great  day  that  determines  whether 
Jeff.  Davis  or  Abraham  Lincoln  controls  | 
this  government.  You  will  now  follow  ! 
your  Coloiiel.''  i  titen  led  them  in  the  di- 1 
rection  indicated  by  him,  at  a  double  quick, 
and  before  reaching  the  crest  or  high  land 
in  our  front,  I  left  the  regiment  in  charge 
of  Major  ].  J,  Boyntoii  and  Adjutant 
James  S.  Peck,  and  rode  myself  forward 
to  find  Gen.  Hancock,  and  see  in  advance 
where  my  regiment  could  aid  him  most. 
As  I  came  on  top  of  the  high  ground  or 
crest  between  the  cemetery  and  Little 
Round  Top,  I  metGcnTLmcock,  who  was 
vigorously  rallying  and  encouraging  his 
shattered  ranks,  many  of  whom  were  still 
fighting  valiantly,  to  hold  on  and  contest 
the  ground  inch  by  inch.  I  accosted  him 
and  told  him  my  regiment  was  close  at 
hand,  and  tliat  Gen.  Doubleday  ordered  me 
up  to  his  assistance.  He  appeared  much 
gratified,  and  said  to  me  that  the  rebels 
had  just  taken  a  battery  front  him.  He 
pointed  out  to  me  the  direction  in  which 
they  had  gone  with  it,  and  asked  me  if  I 
could  retake  it  ?  I  replied  to  him  that  I 
thought  I  could.  He  said,  "  go  in,  then/' 
By  this  time  my  regiment  ^vas  coming  up  ; 
I  took  charge  of  them,  and  put  them  in 
position  to  deploy  from  column  into  line 
of  battle  parallel  to  his  main  line,  and 
in  front  of  his  somewhat  disorganized 
troops.  Gen.  Hancock  sat  near  me  on 
his  horse,  and  watched  the  movement  nar- 
rowly. I  gave  the  order  to  deploy,  and 
rode  in  front  of  my  companies  to  watch 
the  movement  and  see  that  each  company 
came  promptly  on  to  the  line.  This  was 
under  a  sharp  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  my 
men  were  falling  on  all  sides  by  this  time. 
As!  saw  my  last  company  come  on  the  line, 
'3 


I  inclined  towards  the  center  of  the  regi- 
ment and  gave  the  order  to  forward.  Just 
as  I  did  this  my  horse  was  sliot  dead  un- 
der me,  and  fell,  catching  me  by  my  right 
foot  under  him..  The  regiment  for  a  nio- 
ment  supposed  I  was  killed,  but  the  horse 
was  rolled  oft'  from  me  by  the  men  as  th.ey 
came  up,  wlio  soon  saw  tliat  I  was  not 
hurt,  and  they  followed  me  as  I  went  on 
foot.  At  this  moment  a  body  of  rebel 
troops,  probably  a  brigade,  was  deploying 
from  the  bushy  ground  to  our  left  directly 
in  front  of  us.  This  I  did  not  see  until  my 
horse  fell,  when  I  got  a  view  of  them  un- 
der the  smoke  and  dusi,  as  it  was  lifted. 
About  that  time  we  got  a  volley  from  them . 
I  saw  the  situation  was  a  critical  one  for 
us,  and  that  promptness  was  our  chance; 
and  1  gave  the  order  to  charge  upon  them, 
thinking  to  surprise  and  overpower  them 
before  they  reloaded.  My  men  responded 
to  tJie  call  most  admirably.  Before  the 
rebels  had  time  to  reload  or  put  themselves 
in  an  altitude  of  defence  we  w^ere  upon 
them.  They  threw  down  their  arms  and 
/a/cf  low,  and  we  passed  over  them  without 
much  opposition.  Here  we  witnessed  one 
of  many  acts  of  treachery  which  the  rebels 
exhibited  at  times.  As  we  passed  over 
them  as  they  lay  like  yarded  sheep,  a  rebel 
officer  rose  on  his  elbow  and  discharged 
his  pistol  at  Major  Boynton,  the  charge 
just  brushing  the  Major's  ear-locks.  This 
piece  of  perfidy  was  instantly  avenged  b}' 
half  a  dozen  of  our  men  pinning  the  rebel 
to  the  earth  with  their  bayonets.  We 
passed  on,  and  in  about  30  rods  overtook 
the  detachment  of  rebel  troops  in  charge 
of  the  capt;-ired  guns,  four  in  number,  of 
the  U.  S.  Regular  Artillery.  Captain 
Lonergan,  of  Co.  A.  of  my  regiment, 
(Burlington)  and  myself  about  simulta- 
neously, I  think,  came  up  with  the  guns 
overtaken.  The  rebels  appeared  very 
much  surprised  to  see  us,  but  after  a 
flourish  or  tv/o  of  sabres  and  a  little  em- 
phatic language  they  surrendered  all  the 
guns  to  us,  and  we  passed  them  to  the 
rear.  All  this  time  I  think  Gen.  Hancock 
was  watching  our  movements,  and  when 
my  horse  fell  he  was  so  near  to  me  that 
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when  I  got  up  and  left  the  horse  I  heard  '  be  first,  having  been  in  advance  of  the 
him  direct  one  of  his  men  to  keep  guard  i  other  regiments,  and  did  lead.  They  were 
over  my  saddle  and  straps  on  my  horse.  |  no  doubt  well  in  tlie  tight  before  even  Gen. 
When  afterward  I  came  ba  ck  the  guard,  j  Stannard  knew  of  the  movement,  as  I  took 
saddle,  and  straps,  were  gone,  but  1  after-  j  my  order  for  this  advance  from  Gen.  Dou- 
w^ards  found  riy  saddle.  Our  men  from  '  bleday,  who  had  then  noi  seen  Gen.  Stan- 
whom  tiie  guns  had  been  taken  followed  i  nard. 

them  up,  took  their  guns,  and  returned  |  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  one  jot  from 
with  them  to  our  lines.  My  regiment  was  \  what  any  other  regiment  may  have  done  at 
now  within  about  50  rods,  as  I  should  j  this  or  any  other  battle,  but  must  not  al- 
judge,  of  the  Emmetsburgh  road,  and  1  ;  low  my  regiment  to  be  misrepresented, 
determined  to  push  forward  and  gain  that ;  either  through  ignorance  or  design.'' 
road,  \inless  I  met  with  formidable  resist- ;  F.  V.  Randall. 

ance,  as  I  did  not.  I  reached  the  road,  ;  'p}^^  brilliant  achievemeni-s  of  our  nine 
my  right  resting  at  a  small  farm  house,  |  ^lonths"  men,  the  13th  regiment  under 
which  I  suppose  is  called  the  Pe' er  Rogers  :  Colonel  Randall  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
house.  Here  we  halted,  and  I  directed  \  burgh,  from  the  magnitude  and  impor- 
Adjiitant  Peck  togoback  and  appi  ise  Gen.  '  tance  of  the  battle,  and  the  circumstance 
Hancock  of  our  position,  and  get  his  or-  !  that  such  bravery  was  displayed  by  men 
ders.  About  this  time  Capt.  Lonergan  |  fo,-  the  first  time  under  fire,  deserves  some- 
came  to  where  I  was,  much  excited,  and  ,  thing  of  detailed  account.  Our  statenient 
infoimed  me  that  the  house  above  men-  |  of  the  part  taken  in  the  2d  day's  fight  is  in 
tioned  was  full  of  rebels.  I  immediately  i  Col.  Randall's  own  language.  The  3d 
v,-ent  with  him  to  the  house,  and  sure  |  c|^y\s  part,  we  collect  from  published  ac- 
enough  it  was.  I  ordered  them  to  throw  ;  counts  given  at  the  time,  from  both  rebel 
out  their  arms  and  surrender,  which  they  I  and  union  officers  and  correspondents  on 
all  did  ;  there  were  eighty-three  of  them,  ■  the  field. 

inckiding  otficers.  While  this  was  going  |  Jn  the  third  and  last  day's  struggle  for 
on,  the  rebel  sharp-shooters  and  skirmish-  j  the  victory  in  this  greatest  of  modern  bat- 
ers  were  keeping  up  a  sharp  fire  at  my  ;  ties,  our  Regiment  of  thirteen  months' 
men,  which  they  were  returning,  and  at  '  men,  never  before  under  fire,  did  more 
about  this  time  they  ran  out  two  twelve  than  honor  to  the  County  and  State — they 
pound  hnss  field  pieces  at  our  left  on  the  i  proved  to  the  world  that  the  thinking  bay- 
line  of  the  road,  and  commenced  to  fire  ;  onet  is  immeasurably  superior  to  that  of 
upon  us.  At  this  I  directed  the  atter.tion  any  other  :  that  an  educated  citizen  soldiery, 
of  two  of  my  companies  to  them.  They  fired  by  patriotism  and  a  sense  of  duty, 
soon  cleared  the  piece;--  of  horses  and  men,  would  stand  fire  of  an  enemy  equal  with  vet- 
and  then  charged  upon  them,  capturing  eran  corps,  provided  they  were  well  oifi- 
both  of  the  guns,  which  we  brought  off.  cered,  and  for  such  disapproved  the  need 
Adjutant  Peck  having  returned  with  word  of  standing  armies. 

from  Gen.  Hancock  to  keep  my  fianks  v/ell  After  the  previous  day's  service,  illustri- 
protected,  and  return  when  I  had  done  i  ous  in  the  annals  of  war,  as  a  dash  made 
what  I  thought  I  could.  Seeing  no  more  |  by  inexperienced  troops,  they  joined  the 
^ame  in  the  bush,  we  retired  to  the  Union  j  2d  Vt.  Brigade  and  slept  upon  their  arms, 
lines,  amid  much  cheering  from  the  troops  j  Friday,  the  third  day  of  this  great  battle, 
who  had  witnessed  to  some  extent  our  op-  {  a  simultaiiious  cannonade  was  opened 
erations..  I  have  seen  some  account  of '  upon  our  right  and  left  at  daybreak — Long- 
this  affair  in  which  it  is  said  that  in  this  ;  street  commanding  the  batteries  firing 
movement  the  14th  regiment  led  tlie  ad  |  upon  the  left  v/here  was  our  ]>rigade,  from 
vance,  followed  by  the  i6th,  and  that  at- j  an  advantageous  ridge  he  had  gained  in 
terwards  the  13th  regiment  came  up.  Now  j  the  alternoon  of  the  previous  day.  F.well 
the  truth  is  the  13th -were  in  a  position  to  j  commanded  the  right,  which  seems  to 
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have  been  really  the  point  selected  for  the 
chief  attack  in  the  morning  upon  our  lines. 
The  cannonade  husted  .only  for  a  short 
time,  when  on  the  right  one  of  the  most 
obstinate  and  terrible  infantry  duels  took 
place  known  in  the  history  of  fire-arms. 
Says  an  eye-witness.  *'f -r  six  Ivjiu? — from 
5  till  II  o'clock — the  musketry  rolled  on 
those  hill-sides  in  one  incessant  crash. 
For  six  hours,  from  other  portions  of  our 
lines,  we  watched  the  white  smoke-clouds 
curling  up  through  the  tree-tops  and  won- 
dered what  the  issue  would  be.  At  11, 
Geary  had  driven  the  enemy  back  over  the 
breastwork  into  the  valley  below.'*  In  the 
.left  centre,  before  Longstreet's  batteries, 
was  the  2d  Vermont  Brigade,  General 
Stannard  in  command,  in  which  was  our 
13th  Regiment  engaged  in  their  first  bat- 
tle— for  although  thev  had  made  such  a 
brilliant  dash  the  day  before,  it  could  hard- 
ly be  considered  of  the  nature  of  a  pitched 
battle,  and  had  not  proved  that  they  would 
stand  a  withering  fire  or  a  charge.  They 
were  in  General  Doubleday's  Division. 
Col.  Randall  tells  me  that  Gen.  Double- 
day  very  skeptically  inquired  "  Colonel, 
v,-ill  your  men  stand  fire?"'  "  I  think  they 
will,*'  Col.  Randall  replied.  We  will  in- 
troduce the  language  of  another  v;ho  was 
present  on  the  field,  to  speak  for  our  13th 
Regiment.  "  The  troops  of  Gen.  Double- 
day  s  Division  were  disposed  in  three  par- 
allel lines  '»f  battle.  There  were  two  rea- 
sons for  this  show  of  strength  :  first,  the 
comparatively  level  and  open  nature  of  he 
ground  at  that  point  invited  assault ;  sec- 
end,  our  Division  and  Corps  Generals  dis- 
trusted the  ability  of  the  nine  months 
troops  to  withstand  a  charge.  It  was 
owned  they  did  well  the  night  before, 
when  their  prompt  presence  apparently 
saved  the  day  in  that  part  of  the  field,  but 
it  was  known — and  it  was  about  all  that 
H'as  known  about  them  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac — that  tliey  were  ;///7^:  months  inen, 
tlieir  term  of  service  just  expiring,  and 
that  they  had  had  no  previous  experience 
under^fire.  They  were  expected  to  break 
at  the  first  earnest  onset  of  the  enemy,  and 
a  double  line  of  battle  was  placed  behind 
them, — quite  a  needless  precaution  it  was 


found."  Col.  Randall's  Regiment  of  nuie 
fnont/.'s  i/icn  was  ad\'anced  a  little  fonvard 
and  to  the  left  of  the  main  line  of  the  2d 
Corps,  where  they  threw  up  a  few  rails  for 
protection,  and  lay  low,  the  brow  of  the 
hill  also  arlording  a  slight  protection  from'' 
the  shells.  A  few  men  were  wounded 
here  in  the  short  morning  cannonade, 
\vhich  w\as  foilov,ed  by  a  long  lull  in  the 
storm  of  battle  at  tliis  point,  meanwhile 
the  vortex  of  the  storm  clung  to  the  right, 
where  it  raged  till  11  o'clock,  as  we  have 
seen.  A  little  picket  skirmishing  was  all 
there  was  in  the  vicinity  of  our  13th  until 
the  grand  assault  was  heralded  by  the  al- 
most simuUancous  burst  of  150  guns  from 
the  enemy  in  front.  This  gave  a  little  op- 
portunity to  strengthen  the  breastwork  of 
rails,  wnich  was  done  some  two  or  three 
feet  with  rails  scattered  upon  the  ground, 
which  was  considerable  protection  to  the 
men  when  rlat  upon  the  ground,  and 
proved  much  needed  before  night. 

The  silence  for  two  hours  had  been  al- 
most oppressive  along  the  whole  left,  al- 
though the  din  of  arins  roared  terribly 
enough  away  to  the  right.  At  ten  min- 
utes before  10  o'clock  the  signal  gun  was 
fired,  the  top  of  the  low  ridge  in  front  al- 
most instantly  opened  with  a  storm  of 
shell,  round  shot  and  spherical  case — even 
grape  thickening  the  angry  tenipest.  All 
this  against  that  breastwork  of  rails,  the 
cannonade  ceased  on  the  rebel  side  soon 
after  3  o'clock,  the  last  two  hours  being 
rapid  firing  from  this  battery  of  150  guns, 
concentrated  from  every  angle  upon  our 
left  certtre,  when  followed  the  grand  charge. 
It  was  not  thought  possible  by  the  rebel 
generals  that  there  could  be  any  Union 
line  left  to  resist  a  charge  after  such  a  can- 
nonade. Now  commenced  to  move  in 
close  conipact  lines,  in  the  finest  of  order, 
17,000  of  the  picked  troop,  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. On  they  came  at  common  time, 
closing  up  ns  fast  as  our  cannon  opened  a 
gap  with  thi-t  fearful  hurtle  of  iron  lual. 
The  assaulting  force  had  a  front  of  about 
j  1,000  yards  moving  in  double  column, 
j  with  supports  in  the  rear  extending  beyond 
i  either  fiank  in  front.  The  advance  was 
I  across  a  broad  stretch  of  open  meadow, 
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something  over  a  mile  in  length,  and  vary- 
ing from  a  half  mile  to  nearly  a  mile  in 
width  between  the  confronting  ridges,  where 
thus  far  the  batde  had  raged. 

The  long  gray  confederate  lines,  pre- 
ceded by  their  skirmishers,  have  reached 
the  low  ground,  half  the  distance  between 
the  confronting  armies,  when  the  Vermont 
regiments  which  are  in  advance  of  the 
main  line  are  ordered  up  into  line  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy.  The  eneniy''s  right  at 
first  seen-sed  aiming  directly  upon  our  13th 
and  14th  regiments,  and  they  were  prepar- 
ing to  give  them  a  volley,  to  be  followed  by  a 
charge,  when  an  unexpected  movement  of 
the  enemy  offered  the  opportunity  of  a  bril- 
liant display  of  military  tactics  and  prowess, 
which  our  Colonels  and  commanding  offi- 
cers did  not  foil  to  take  advantage  of.  As 
the  13th  and  14th  rose  to  deliver  their  fire, 
tlie  rebel  force  in  front  changed  direction 
by  its  iiank,  and  marched  to  the  north 
across  their  front  some  60  rods,  when  again 
fronting  it,  came  in  upon  the  line  of  the  2d 
Corps  to  the  right  of  these  regiments,  j 
Upon  the  commencement  of  this  move-  | 
ment,  the  two  regiments  opened  fire  upon 
them  by  battalion,  and  continued  it  by  file 
at  about  60  rods  with  great  effect. 

At  the  time  the  rebel  charging  lines 
fronted  and  advanced,  after  this  side  move- 
ment, they  swung  partly  to  the  rear  and 
right,  wh  re  they  seemed  to  become, 
massed,  presenting  from  the  position  of 
the  Vermont  Brigade  a  column  massed  by 
regiments.  Thus  in  position  they,  with  a 
wild  yell,  heard  above  the  din  of  our  play- 
ing batteries,  came  in  on  the  charge.  The 
shock  of  the  charge  was  tmly  terrible,  and 
it  was  resisted  with  a  terrible  obstinacy. 
They  reach  our  lines,  and  the  rebel  Gen. 
Armistead  is  shot  down  with  a  hand  on 
one  of  our  guns.  They  even  pierce  the 
line  in  the  terrible  struggle,  but  the  op- 
portunity for  a  thanking  movement  is  dis- 
covered by  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Vermont  Ikigade,  a  movement  already 
participated  in  to  a  certain  extent  by  Col. 
Randall,  of  the  13th,  and  the  I3thand  i6th 
were  ordered  out  upon  tne  enemies'  flank. 
Col.  Randall   already  well   under  way. 


They  marched  some  60  rods  parallel  to  the 
main  line,  then  chan<:in(r  front,  their  line 
swung  out  at  nearly  right  angles  upon 
the  right  of  the  rebel  column,  still  res- 
olutely struggling  to  force  our  lines.  As 
we  have  said,  the  13th  led,  which  marched 
by  the  right  flank,  and  approach.ed  very 
close  upon  the  enemies'  flank,  when  they 
changed  front  forward  on  the  first  com- 
pany, under  a  scattering  fire  from  the  en- 
emies' flank.  There  was  but  an  instant  of 
time  before  a  rapid  fire  ran  down  the  line 
of  the  regiment,  at  scarcely  more  than  half 
pistol  range.  The  effect  was  instantaneous 
and  destructive  beyond  calculation.  The 
rebel  lines  witliered  away  as  stubble  be- 
fore the  flame.  To  help  complete  the 
havoc  and  scoop  up  the  prisoners,  the  i6th 
v/ere  soon  seen  taking  up  a  position  upon 
the  I3th's  left.  Some  15  rounds  were 
fired  by  Col.  Randall's  regiment  at  this 
short  range,  raking  the  enemy  through  and 
through  by  this  fire  upon  his  flank.  The 
1 6th  also  gave  him  about  half  as  many 
rounds,  every  bullet  probably  taking  effect, 
and  many  passing  through  two  or  three 
rebel  bodies.  The  rebels  broke  and  fled 
in  all  directions,  the  larger  portion  of  their 
centre  and  right  dropping  their  arms  and 
rushing  into  our  lines,  surrendering  them- 
selves as  prisoners.  Such  \\a.s  the  result 
of  that  great  charge  made  by  the  flower  of 
.Southern  chivalry  (and  braver  men  never 
V'.'ent  to  death),  and  such  the  brilliant  rec- 
ord made  by  a  regiment  of  men  never 
under  fire  before — men  who  nine  months 
before  were  in  their  shops,  behind  their 
counters,  and  in  their  farmers'  suits,  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuits  of  peace.  And  Wash- 
ington County  has  the  honor  of  sending 
the  commanding  officer  of  this  regiment  as 
well  as  two  companies  in  it,  whose  singu- 
lar rare  fortune  it  was  to  have  such  an  op- 
portunity to  distinguish  themselves,  and 
whose  singularly  good  fortune  it  was  to  so 
brilliantly  fill  a  record  so  illustrious  by  im- 
proving its  opportunity.  The  loss  of  the 
13th  was  8  killed,  89  wounded,  and  26 
missing.  Men  need  not  "  doubt  if  the 
warp  of  gold  "  be  yet  in  the  stock  descended 
from  the  compatriots  of  hLthan  Allen. 
The  Richmond   Sentinel  savs  of  the 
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fl,uikin,<j:  attack,  "  As  Kemper's  Brigade 
moved  up  it  swung  around  to  the  left,  and 
was  exposed  to  the  front  and  flanking  fire 
of  the  Federaks,  which  was  very  fatal.'" 
Another  account  in  the  same  paper  says  : 
"A  flanking  party  of  the  enemy,  marching  in 
Cdiunin  by  regiments,  was  Ihro  .vn  out  from 
tlic  enemy's  ]eft  on  our  extreme  right,  and 
by  an  enfilading  fire  forced  the  retirement 
of  our  troops."'  The  Richmond  Enquirer 
gives  a  simikir  account,  to  which  we  may 
add  the  testimony  of  the  correspondent  of 
the  London  Times,  who  details  the  move- 
ments of  the  flanking  'column  and  speaks 
of  Gen.  Longstreet's  order  sent  by  Major 
I^-itrobc  relating  thereto,  which  was  never 
received,  as  Latrobe's  horse  was  shot  un- 
der him,  all  making  the  issue  of  the  battle 
turn  on  this  point.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
men-.orable  battles  in  history,  equalling  the 
carnage  of  Waterloo  and  surpassing  all 
others  of  this  generation  until  we  come  to 
tlie  great  battles  in  the  campaign  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  war.  The  aggregate  cas- 
ualties of  the  armies  fell  not  much  short 
of  8,000  killed  and  35,500  wounded.  5000 
rebel  dead  were  buried  on  or  near  the 
field.  7,600  wounded  were  left  in  our 
hands,  and  13,621  prisoners  were  taken. 
It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  our  own 
County  seems  by  the  good  fortunes  of  the 
hour,  and  the  bravery  and  talent  shown  by 
its  men,  none  of  them  ever  under  fire  be- 
fore, except  tiieir  Colonel,  to  have  supplied 
the  pivotal  points  on  two  days  of  this  great 
battle's  issue. 

Paul  Dillingham,  of  Waterbury,  filled 
the  office  of  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  State 
for  more  than  half  the  period  of  the  war. 
He  served  both  the  County  and  State  with 
signal  ability.  Earnest  in  suppressing  the 
rebellion,  he  was  prompt  to  act  in  filling 
the  several  quotas  called  for  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Zealous  in  the  Union  cause,  by 
word  and  act,  he  encouraged  his  fellow 
citizens  to  withhold  no  sacrifice,  while  he 
also  gave  two  sons  to  the  country's  ser/ice, 
one  of  whom  remains  with  its  dead. 

NATURAL  HISTOKY. 

Tile  County  abounds  in  water-privileges 
and  numerous  cold  springs,  which  add 


greatly  to  the  value  of  its  lands  for  dairy- 
ing purposes,  as  well  as  its  excellent  quality 
of  grass.  The  Winooski,  the  largest  riv- 
er in  the  State,  rises  in  the  towns  of  Wal- 
den  and  Peacham,  in  Caledonia  Co.,  its  two 
head  branches  uniting  in  Marshfield,  from 
whence  it  flows  through  the  whole  width 
of  this  County  and  thence  through  Chit- 
tenden Co.  into  Lake  Champlain.  It  drains 
an  area  of  about  1,000  square  niiles.  Af- 
ter the  junction  of  the  two  head  branches 
in  Marshfield,  we  have  for  its  tributaries  : 
Kingsbury's  Branch,  coming  in  on  the 
west  side  of  Plainneld  Village,  Stevens' 
Branch,  coming  in  2  miles  above  ivlont- 
pelier  village,  from  Barre,  the  Woicester 
Branch,  uniting  at  Montpelier  village.  Dog 
River  i  mile  below,  Mad  River  i  nnle  be- 
low Middlesex  village,  and  Waterbury 
River,  2  miles  below  Waterbury  village. 
There  are  many  brooks  beside,  in  the 
County,  of  considerable  size  and  several 
ponds  of  varying  sizes.  Of  ponds,  the 
tow  n  of  Woodbury  alone  has  no  less  than 
9.  and  the  v.ater-power  of  the  County  is 
greatly  increased  by  its  ponds  which  are 
natural  reservoirs. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  Count}' 
is  for  the  most  part  talcose  slate  ;  mica, 
hornblend  and  limestone  are  found  in  con- 
siderable quantities ;  argillaceous  slate  in 
the  southern  towns,  felspar  and  quartz, 
with  mica,  in  the  eastern  ;  steatite  and  iron 
ore  in  the  town  of  Warren.  Stalactite 
and  asbestos  have  also  been  found  in  smaller 
quantities  in  different  iocalides,  as  well  as 
gold. 

Camel's  LIump,  which  lies  upon  the 
western  border  of  the  County,  is  only  a  few 
feet  below  the  Chin,  tlie  highest  peak  in 
the  Green  Mountain  range,  a  bold  land- 
mark seen  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  County. 
Bald  Mountain,  rising  from  the  spur  to  the 
east  of  Mad  River,  is  also  a  noticeable 
peak  nearly  in  the  corner  of  the  town  lines 
of  Waitsfield  and  Northfield.  A  spur  or 
range  broken  ofT  from  the  PIog-Backs  in 
Middlesex,  at  what  is  called  the  "Nar- 
rows." The  Winooski  seems  to  have 
channeled  a  gateway  of  a  few  feet  in  width 
down  some  80  or  90  feet  in  the  rock,  leav- 
ing abrupt  and  precipitous  sides  crowned 
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with  overhanging  pines.  Before  this  cut  i  or  fifty  barns  destroyed  ;  one  or  two  val- 
ihere  must  have  l3een  a  lake  of  some  miles  j  ual>lc  horses  were  killed,  and  several  head 
in  Icnglh.  extending  up  the  river  and  some  |  of  horned  cattle.  A  few  persons  were  se- 
of  its  tributaries  above.    The  Marshneld  riously  injured,  though  we  do  not  know  of 


Falls  are  also  noticeable,  where  the  main 
branch  uf  the  Winooski  is  said  to  fall  500 
feet  in  30  rods. 

Benjamin's  Falls,  near  the  outlet  of 
Berlin  Pond,  which  are  exceedingly  pic- 
turesque and  beautiful,  have  become  a 
place  of  frequeni.  resort. 

The  talc,  slate,  mica  and  limestone, 
mixed  and  pulverized,  are  the  best  and 
among  the  most  durable  of  soils.  Tiie  in- 
tervale on  Dog,  Mad  and  Vv'inooski  Rivers 
is  verv  fine,  though  in  much  of  the  lenfj-th 
of  these  streams  the  valleys  are  narrow. 
Scarcely  inferior  to  the  meadow  lands 
along  ihc  l  ivers  are  many  o(  tiic  hill  farms. 
Pasturage  is  even  better  here,  and  the  hay 
of  better  quality,  if  falling  off  a  little  in 
quantity.  The  soil  is  excellent  also  for 
corn  and  oats  in  the  valleys,  and  besides- 
well  adapted  to  wheat-grovving  on  the  up- 
lands.   As  a  dairy  County  it  has  few  equals. 

In  1841,  there  was  a  severe  tornado  in 
the  towns  of  Fayston  and  Waitsfield.  It 
commenced  on  the  heights  of  the  land  in 
the  middle  of  the  town  of  Fayston,  and 
had  a  S.  E.  direction,  spending  its  force 
against  the  sidesof  a  mountain  in  the  town 
of  Waitsheld,  v.here  it  leveled  some  20  or 


any  one  being  killed.  Some  of  the  barns 
were  among  the  very  best  in  the  County, 
valued  at  two  or  three  thousand  dollars. 
The  County  has  been  visited  by  a  number 
of  freshets  since  its  organization,  the  most 
notable  of  which  was  in  1S30,  which  oc- 
casioned the  memorable  slide  upon  the 
eastern  slope  of  the  Green  Mountains,  and 
by  which  the  County  lost  most  of  its 
bridges  and  a  large  share  of  its  mills  ;  sev- 
eral lives  were  lost.  In  thai  of  1869,  nearly 
as  destructive,  the  little  village  of  Plainllekl 
sutYered  to  the  amount  of  $20,000.  Half 
of  Montpelier  village  was  under  water,  sev- 
eral streets  in  Northfield,  and  there  was  a 
general  destruction  of  bridges  and  mills 
throughout  the  County  ;  also  railroad  trains 
were  delayed  for  da\  s. 
--r»>.Deer  and  the  black  bear  were  found  very 
plenty  in  the  first  of  the  settlement,  and 
occasionally  the  American  monsal,  or 
nioose.  The  bear  still  contests  the  rights 
of  civilization,  rather  too  successfully  for 
our  sheep  pastures  at  times.  Fish,  also, 
particularly  that  favorite,  the  S]-)cckled  or 
brook  trout,  abounded  in  our  streams. 
This  county  is  no  doubt  among  the  best 
^  localities  of  the  world  for  trout  raising. 
30  acres  of  heavy  w^oodland  in  a  body.  As  i  The   spruce  partridge  and  wood-pigeon 


it  moved  down  fiom  the  liighkinds  into 
the  valley  of  Mill  Brook,  the  scene  of  the 
storm  was  said  by  those  who  observed 
from  the  hill  range  above  the  cloud,  to  l)e 


vv-ere  consid*  rably  hunted  for  game  in 
former  times,  and  partridge  is  yet  sought 
by  the  sportsman  with  some  success.  The 
American  panther,  or  catamoutir,  which 


.sublime  beyond  description.  One  rolling  j  figured  in  our  first  coat  of  arms,  was  oc-- 
sea  of  fire  with  perpetual  thunders,  crashed  j  casionally  seen,  one  of  which  had  a  bloody 
and  roared  as  it  swept  through,  as  it  '  fray  with  a  bear  just  cut  the  precincts  of 
seemed  almost  at  their  very  feet.    A  more  '  Montpelier  village,  near  the  sand-bottom 


general  tornado  visited  the  County  in  1S66, 
which  had  a  N.  E.  course,  doing  much 
damage  in  nearly  all  the  towns.    The  gust 


bridge,  if  we  credit  the  story  of  Joel 
Friz/le,  an  old  trapper,  who  claims  to  have 
been  an  eye  witness,  and  wolves  were  quite 


that  did  most  of  the  damage  did  not  last  j  numerous.  The  Hon.  Daniel  Bakhvin 
more  than  a  minute  or  a  minute  and  a  half,  j  when  a  lad  was  chased  by  a  pack  while 
yet  barns  were  carried  from  their  found- '  tra\'eUng  the  road  on  Dog  River  between 
ations.  with  catde,  horses,  and  all  to  be  |  Northfield  and  Montpelier  one  night  after 


mixed  in  one  common  ruin;  liouses  were 
unroofed,  chimneys  blown  down,  wood- 
lands leveled,  and  all  movable  things  put 


dark,  and  only  saved  himself  by  the  dex- 
terity with  which  he  h.andled  a  fire-brand. 
The  cold  season  of  18 16,  I  have  been 


m  motion.    Some  of  our  iow^is  had  forty  \  told  by  those  living  at  the  time,  the  snow 
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iVll  :i  foot  deep  here  the  eighth  of  June. 
The  trees  full  in  leaf  looked  after  the  freeze 
as  if  a  fire  had  over-ran  the  woods.  Many 
were  broken  by  the  weight  of  the'  snow, 
and  the  appl-  c.-r^p  v.as  spoiled,  a^^!  }>ardly 
enough  corn  raised  for  seed  ;  but  the  ce- 
reals and  the  wheat  gave  abundant  har- 
vest, and  there  was  no  famine. 

Champlain,  on  the  Lake  that  took  his 
name,  saw  mountains  to  the  east  covered, 
witli  snow  the  4th  of  July,  1609.  Our 
winters  have  considerably  shortened  since 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  and  our 
snov/-faJl  and  rain-fall  no  doubt  dimin- 
is!)ed. 

We  are  aware  of  our  incompleteness  in 
this  chapter.  We  have  invited  the  mem- 
bers of  the  IJar  and  clerks  of  the  County 
Court  to  add  \\liatever  may  be  of  interest 
in  that  direction,  receiving  some  encour- 
agement it  would  be  done.  The  social 
societies  of  the  County  are  so  much  of  the 
nature  of  th.ose  alreadv  e:iven  bv  others 


for  ^2  £  lawful  money,  he  being  the  high- 
est bidder,  and  said  Wheeler  named  the 
town  Ijarre. 

At  the  same  meeting, 

Vott-d,  to  recommend  Lt.  Benj.  Walker 
to  serve  as  justice  of  peace. 

At  the  March  meeting  in  1794,  the  town 

Voted,  to  vendue  the  collectorship  to 
the  person  who  will  collect  the  taxes  for 
the  least  premium,  and  the  collectorship 
was  vendiicd  to  Joel  ShurtliiT,  and  he  is  to 
give  the  town  three  pence,  three  farthings 
on  the  pound  for  the  privilege  of  collecting 
all  the  town  taxes. 

At  a  town  meeting  holden  June  23,  1794, 
the  town 

Voted,  to  choose  a  committee  of  three 
to  procure  a  preacher  of  the  Ciospel.  l^y 
vote,  chose  Pjenj.  Walker,  Esq.,  Apollos 
Hale  and  Samuel  D.  Cooke,  committee. 

The  town  at  an  early  day  evinced  a  de- 
sire to  look  after  the  moral,  social  and 
e  j  religious  interestsof  the  people  th.at  should 
i  come  amons:  them  to  settle  on  the  lands, 


we  have  not  thought  their  interest  with  and  clear  them  up  to  make  a  thriving  com 


the  repetition,  desirable, 
Montpelier,  1869. 


BARRE. 

BY  HON  CARLOS 

r»ARKK  is  situated  in  the  S.  E,  part  of 
Washington  Co.,  lat,  44^  11',  long.  4°  31',  | 
bounded  X.  by  East  Montpt'lier  andPlain- 


nmnity. 

The  settlement  was  comnienced  about 
1788,  by  Samuel  Rogers  and  Jolm  Golds- 
bury,  wlio  came  into  town,  with  their  fam- 
ilies. Soon  after,  a  number  of  families 
came  in,  and  from  1790,  the  town  became 
rapidly  settled  by  emigrants  from  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  Hampshire.  It  was  first 
I  represented  in  the  General  Assembly  in 
tield.  E.  by  Orange,  S.  by  Williamstown  1  17^)3,  by  Nathan  Harrington.    The  town 


and  Washington,  W.  by  lierlin,  contains 
19,900  acres,  and  was  chartered  Nov.  6, 
1780,  to  William  Williams  and  66  others 
by  the  name  of  \V  ildersburgh,  and  organ- 
ized under  that  name  Mar.  11,  1793:  Jo- 
seph Dwight,  first  town  clerk;  Joseph 
Sherman,  Joseph  Dwight,  Nathan  Har- 
rington, selectmen:  Jonas  Nichols,  treas- 
urer: Job  Adams,  constable  ;^  Isaac  S. 
Thompson,  Apollos  Piale,  Elias  Cheney 
listers.  The  name  of  the  town  was  soon 
after  changed.  At  a  town  meeting  holden 
'"^t'pt.  3,  i793, 


lies  6  miles  easterly  from  Montpelier. 

The  Vt.  Cent.  R.  R.  extended  its  line 
to  Barre  in.  1875.  The  first  passenger 
train  carried  students  and  those  attending 
Goddard  Seminary  Commencement  ex- 
ercises, July  I,  1875,  since  which  passen- 
ger and  freight  trains  have  run  regularly. 
L.  F.  Aldrich,  first  station  agent,  appointed 
in  Augaist,  1875,  served  till  June  i,  1S78; 
E.  K.  Williams,  from  June  i  to  July  8, 
1878;  and  ^L  C.  Kinson,  appointed  July 
20,  1878,  is  present  station  agent. 

Thos.  W.  Bailey  has  been  passenger 


Voted,  that  the  man  that  will  give  the  1  conductor  since  the  road  was  opened,  and 
building  a^meeting-house  in  |  Dexter  Moody  baggage-master;  engineers, 

James  Bowers,  Robert  Gregg,  David  Dan- 
Albert  Cas- 


said  tov^-n,  shall  name  the  town,  and  the 
town  will  petition  the  Legislature  for  that 

i^ame._  The  nan.ie  of  the  town  vendued  !  ^els,  and  present  engineer 
iind  bid  off  by  Ezekiel  Dodge  Wheeler,  |  well.    The  cars  have  never  but  once  been 
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oft*  the  irons,  it  is  said,  on  this  line,  and 
no  serious  accident  has  yet  occurred.  The 
freight  business  at  Barre  depot  is  ranked 
about  the  fourth  on  the  Vt.  Central  lines. 
Barre  is  the  present  terminus  of  this  line 
(1881)  but  it  is  expected  it  will  soon  be 
extended  to  Royalton,  Windsor  Co. 

liarre  has  two  flourishing  schools — the 
Academy  and  Seminary. 

BARRE  ACADEMY. 

BYCICAS.  A.  SMITH,  OK  Tilt  nOAKI)  OK  THUSTKKS. 

Barre  Acade.mv  was  chartered  by  the 
Legislature  in  1849.  Of  the  lu'st  board  of 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  corporators,  Hon, 
Newell  Kinsman  was  president,  and  Hon. 
Leonard  Keith,  secretary.  In  1853,  the 
board  was  increased  to  25  members,  who 
have  full  oversight  and  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  school.  The  preseht  of- 
ficers of  the  board  are:  President,  Hon. 
Hiram  Carleton,  of  Montpehcr  ;  Secretary, 


the  enthusiastic  labors  and  the  practical 
experiments  by  which  he  converted  the 
little  farm  on  which  he  lived  and  died 
from  a  barren  hillside  i)asture  to  a  fertile 
field,  and  pleasant  grounds,  with  quiet 
walks  and  cooling  shades ;  he  did  much  to 
awaken  among  the  farmers  of  town  a  higher 
idea  of  their  calling,  and  to  stimulate  a 
taste  for  scientific  farming  in  its  truest 
sense.  He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the 
constitutional  convention  in  1S70;  in  1876, 
elected  a  representative  to  the  legislature. 
The  degree  of  L.L.  D.  was  conferred  upon 
him  by  Middlebury  College  in  1868. 

Dr.  Spaulding  was  born  in  Tewksbury, 
Mass.,  and  while  a  child,  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Temple,  N.  H,,  where  he 
lived  until  he  entered  Dartmouth  College 
in  1837,  graduating  in  1841.  Hewassoon 
after  married  to  iMiss  Mary  W.  Taylor, 
who  in  his  lab'ors  was  a  most  interested 
and  efficient  co-worker,  and  who  now  sur- 


Chas,  A.  Smith  ;  Barre  Prudential  Com-  vives  him.    Thev  had  no  children 


niittee,  E.W.  Bisbee,  Esq.,  H.  OAV'orthen, 
M.  D.,  Hon.  R.  E.  i'atterson.  The  acad- 
emy building  was  erected  in  1852.  The 
school  opened  in  that  autumn,  with  J.  S. 
Spaulding,  A.  M.,  principal,  who  came 
from  F^akersfield,  Vt.,  where,  as  Prof.  Ben- 
edict, of  Burlington,  wrote  for  the  "  P'ree 
Press''  at  that  time,  he  had  "acquired  a 
high  reputation  by  his  superior  manage- 
ment of  Bakersfield  Academy."  Mr. 
Spaulding  continued  at  the  head  of  Barre 
Academy  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
suddenly  of  heart  disease,  Apr.  29,  i88o, 
and  during  all  this  time  he  maintained  his 
reputation  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
successful  teachers  of  the  State,  and  by  his 
persistent  and  self-denying  labors  made 
the  Academy  one  which,  for  excellent  dis- 
cipline and  thorough  practical  training, 
was  unsurpassed  by  any  school  in  the 


The  school  has  since  the  death  of  Dr. 
Spaulding  been  under  the  charge  of  A.  N. 
Wheelock,  A.  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  insti- 
tution, class  '73,  an.d  of  the  U.  V.  M., 
class  '78,  and  under  his  able  management, 
promises  to  maintain  its  high  reputation 
among  the  educational  institutions  of  the 
State.  7'here  have  been  connected  with 
the  school  as  assistant  principals  since  its 
establishmert  24  gentlemen:  Rev.  Sim- 
eon Gilbert  editor  of  the  Advance^  Chi- 
cago, 111. ;  Rev.  A.  W.  Hazen,  of  Middle- 
town,  Ct. ;  I.  W.  Camp,  A.  M.,  Chicago, 
111.  ;  Hon.  John  M.  Thatcher,  ex-Com 
missioner  of  Patents,  Chicago,  111. ;  Hon. 
Senaca  Hacleton,  Judge  of  Municipal 
Court,  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  others;  and 
about  30  ladies,  some  of  whom  have  been 
well  known  teachers  in  other  schools  of 
the  land,  have  been  employed  as  assist- 


country.  Mr.  Spaulding's  influence  was  j  ants.  The  number  of  scholars  of  both 
also  felt  among  all  the  teachers  of  the  j  sexes  w'ho  have  completed  the  courses  of 
State.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  |  studies  prescribed  has  been  nearly  300, 
for  many  years  the  president,  of  the  Ver-  j  and  the  honorable  record  made  by  some  of 


mont  State  Teachers'  Association.  He 
was  keenly  alive  to  all  tiie  material  inter- 
ests of  the  co:iimunity  in  which  he  resided, 
by  his  instmction  of  the  young  men,  by 
his  conversations  with  the  tatliers,  and  by 


the.se,  and  of  the  thousands  more  wlio 
have  been  for  a  longer  or  a  shorter  period 
connected  with  the  school,  afford  the  surest 
testimony  of  the  faithful  work  done  by  its 
teachers  in  the  past.    Names  of  a  few  old 
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students  ulio  have  become  prominent  in 
the  localities  in  which  they  have  settled, 
Mid  in  tlie  calling  tiiev  have  cho.^en.  Wal- 
worth Z.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  .Memphis,  Tenn.;  Hon.  John  I. 
Ciilljert,  Malone,  N.  V.;  Hon.  John  M. 
'I'liatcher,  Chicago,  111. ;  I'ercis  A.  Thomp- 
son, teacher,  Goddard  Seminary,  Barre, 
\'t. ;  Rev.  Geo.  l\  Beard,  Principal  S.  N. 
School,  Shippenburgh,  Pa.  ;  Miss  Emily 
Cook,  teacher,  Chicago,  111.;  Hon.  Geo. 
L.  Godfrey,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Hon.  Al- 
bert Clark,  St.  Albans,  Vt.  ;  Rev.  J.  J. 
Lewis,  So.  Boston,  Mass. ;  Hon.  B. 
Carpenter,  Denver,  Colorado  ;  Hon.  Senaca 
Hasleton,  Burlington,  Vt.  The  Academy 
has  always  been  under  the  control  of  those 
who  arc  Congregationalists ;  still  there 
has  never  been  any  discrimination  with 
respect  to  the  advantages  of  the  school, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  or  the 
disciplme  of  the  school  which  distinguishes 
between  scliolars  of  this  aiirl  any  other  re- 
ligious belief.  The  corriculum  of  studies 
covers  a  cour.->e  of  4.  years,  and  is  admirably 
adapted  to  fit  students  for  any  New  Eng- 
land college,  or  for  the  active  pursuit  of  a 
business  or  professional  life.  The  attend- 
ance for  the  school  year,  ending  June  16, 
iSS I,  aggregated  175.  The  graduating  class 
numbered  9 — 5  gentlemen  and  4  ladies. 

THE  NATIONAL  HANK  OF  liARRE. 
CONTiUBUrKD  J>Y  MK.  SMITH. 

It  was  cliartered  and  organized  Jan.  11, 
by  the  removal  of  the  old  Chelsea 
Piank  to  this  place,  effected  through  tlicin- 
Huence  of  Hon.  B.  W.  BarLholomew,  of 
Washington,  Vt.,  and  Dr.  Braley,  of  Barre. 
Dr.  N.  \V.  Braley  was  chosen  President  of 
the  tirst  board  of  directors,  and  William  G. 
Austin,  Cashier.  Mr.  Austin  died  of  ty- 
phoid fever  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year,  and  was  succeeded  bvChas.  A.  King 
tiU  1877. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  July,  1S75, 
^tn  attempt  was  made  to  burglarize  the  bank 
by  compelling  the  Cashier  to  disclose  the 
combination  of  the  locks,  which  v/as  foiled 
by  a  chronometer  lock  that  had  been  placed 
upon  the  safe  only  a  few  days  previous. 

By  the  prompt  and  courageous  action  of 


Mr.  King,  who  was,  on  the  departure  of  the 
robbers  left  with  his  family,  bound  in  his 
house,  nearly  half  a  mile  from  the  village, 
but  who  soon  slipped  his  bonds,  and  alarmi- 
ed  the  officers  of  the  bank.  A  pursuit  was 
instituted,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
one  of  the  burglars  near  Rumney,  N.  H.,  the 
ne.xt  day,  and  subsequently  two  others  of  the 
gang  were  arrested  in  New  York  city.  One 
was  delivered  up  to  serve  out  an  unexpirecf 
term  at  Sing  Sing  ;  one,  Geo.  Miles  with 
numerous  aliases,  was  brought  to  Mont- 
pelier,  tried  and  sentenced  to  15  years  in 
tlie  State  Prison.  The  one  tirst  arrested, 
called  Peter  Curlcy,  turned  state's  evi- 
dence, and  was  discharged. 

Mr.  King  resigned  his  position  as  cash- 
ier June  II,  1S77,  and  was  .succeeded  by 
E.  D.  Black  well,  who  resigned  Feb.  26, 
18S1,  to  become  cashier  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Montpelier,  F.  L.  Eaton  being 
chosen  to  succeed  him. 

There  have  been  chosen  11  directors  of 
the  bank  since  its  organization,  of  whom 
only  two  have  died  in  office  :  Hon.  Lutlier 
M.  Martin,  of  Williamstown,  died  in  1874, 
and  Dr.  Braley  in  1880.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  bank  was  at  its  organization  $200,- 
000,  but  by  a  vote  of  the  stockholders  in 
1880,  it  was  reduced  to  $100,000.  The 
board  of  directors  chosen  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  188 1,  were  L.  F.  Aldrich,  Jo- 
siah  Wood,  W^iMard  S.  Martin,  B.  W. 
Braley  and  J.  M.  Perry.  These  elected 
L.  F.  Aldrich,  president,  B.  W,  Braley, 
vice  president,  F.  L.  Eaton,  cashier. 

NORMAN  W.  BRALEV,  M.  D., 

The  first  President  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Barre,  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Vt.,  Aug. 
14,  1823,  and  was  graduated  at  the  Vt. 
Medical  College  at  Woodstock,  in  1844. 
He  soon  after  commenced  practice  in  Wash- 
ington, Vt.,  where  he  remained  a  few  years, 
and  moved  to  Chelsea,  where  he  lived  until 
he  came  to  Barre.  By  his  skill  a.nd  suc- 
cess as  a  physician,  the  Doctor  in  the  25 
years  of  his  practice  gained  an  extensive 
and  a  lucrative  ride  and  a  reputation  which 
placed  him.  in  the  first  rank  of  physicians  in 
the  State.  He  removed  to  Barre  m  1872, 
and  identified  himself  at  once  with  the 
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business  interests  of  the  place,  using  bis 
influence,  and  freely  contributing  of  his 
means  to  further  every  enterprise  which 
promised  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
pbce.    lie  died  Sept.   ii.   iSSo.  of  an- j 
oplexy.    His  wifj,  I\!rs.  Arniina  W  (Ca-  j 
lift")  Braley,  to  whom  he  was  married  Nov.  I 
i6,  1852,  and  3  sons,  survive  him. 

;  GODDARIJ  SKMIXARV. 

At  the  annual  session  of  the  Vt.  State 
Convention  of  Universalists  in  Montpelier, 
1S63.  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ob- 
tain a  charter  for  a  state  denominational 
school  of  the  highest  grade  below  that  of  I 
college,  and  the  charter  was  obtained  of 
the  Legislature  the  sanie  fall,  under  title 
of  Green  Mountain  Central  Institute  ;  name 
changed  Nov.  1870,  to  Goddard  Seminary. 

The  charter  has  the  right  to  hold  per- 
sonal and  real  estate  to  tlie  amount  of 
$100,000.  Thi.  charter  oi>iained,  I'rof. 
Shipman,  now  of  Tufts  ColK-.ge,  took  the 
field  to  raise  money  till  Sept.  1864;  raised 
$15,000;  increased  afterwards  by  Rev.  J. 
J.  Lewis,  Rev.  S.  \^^  Squire  and  others, 
to  about  $50,000,  and  $10,000  was  given 
by  the  late  Thomas  A.  Goddard,  of 
Boston.  Fall  of  1S64,  location  was  re- 
ferred to  committee:  Rev.  A.  A.  Miner, 
D.  D.,  Boston,  Hon.  E!'  Trask,  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Bailey,  Lebanon, 
N.  H.  Springfield,  So.  A\'oodstock,  Beth.el, 
Northfield  and  f^ast  Montpelier  competed 
for  the  institution.  It  is  said  through  in- 
fluence of  Judge  Tilden,  Jargely,  Barre  lo- 
cation won,  a  C)h  acre  lot  of  land  on  an 
elevated  plain,  a  little  to  the  north  of 
Barre  village,  commanding  a  v.ide  and 
beautiful  prospect.  The  building  com- 
mittee \sas  Hon.  Heman  Carpenter,  L.  F. 
Aldrich,  Charles  Templeton  ;  T.  W.  Sil- 
loway,  of  Boston,  architect.  J-udge  Car- 
penter was  a  devoted  friend  to  the  enter- 
prise, and  Messrs.  Aldrich  and  Templeton 
gave  the  greater  part  of  their  time  for  3 
years  without  remuneration.  The  building 
was  completed  in  about  4  years.  160  ft. 
length  ;  central  part,  52  ft.  scp  ;  wings,  53.^ 
ft.  length  l)y  43  widtli  ;  9  feet  back  from 
central  front;  foundation  bed,  coarse,  hard 
gravel ;  walls,  split  granite,  laid  in  mortar 


upward  to  basement  windows  ;  height,  5 
stories;  body  of  edifice,  hard-burnt  bricks, 
best  quality;  materia!  taken  out  of  the  hill 
on  which  the  building  stands;  manufac- 
tured on  the  spot  at  cost  of  about  7,000; 
at  top  of  basement  story,  belt  9  inches 
w'dth,  of  hewn  granite,  with  fine  cut  work 
4  inches  deep  extending  completely  around 
the  building  ;  window-sills  and  edifice  trim- 
mings, all  of  granite  ;  over  central  part, 
two  towers,  extending  45  feet  above  the 
main  building;  but  the  charm  of  all,  is  the 
scener)  amid  which  it  is  located.  The 
sweep  of  view  is  remarkably  fine  the  site 
commands.  It  was  opened  for  instruction 
Feb.  1870,  L.  L.  Burington,  A.  M.,  first 
principal,  for  2h  years,  now  principal  of 
Dean  Academy,  Mass.  F.  M.  Harris  was 
the  second  principal,  i-i  years,  now  piin- 
cipal  of  SomervilJe.  Mass.,  High  School. 
Henry  Priest,  the  third  and  present  prin- 
cipal, has  now*  presided  over  the  institution 
7  years.  The  whole  number  of  students 
to  1 88 1,  831  ;  graduates,  132;  average  at- 
tejidance,  275.  Rev.  C.  H.  Eaton,  class 
of  '70,  first  class  of  Goddard  Seminary,  is 
pastor  of  die  Church  of  Divine  Paternity, 
in  place  of  the  late  E.  H.  Chapin,  New 
York. 

Both  the  Academy  and  Seminary  at 
Barre  have  always  been  open  to  the  edu- 
cation of  both  sexes,  and  have  always  main- 
tained an  honorable  and  high  position  in 
the  State  as  educational  institutions. 

The  Seminary  has  about  $80,000  in- 
vested in  school  property  ;  fund  of  $10,000 
just  completed — June,  188 1.  Present  board 
(i^teachers  :    Henry  Priest,  principal,  as- 
j  sisted  by  Charles  C.  Bates,  A.  M.,  and  J. 
N.  Darling,  B.  Ph.,  in  fall  term;  Miss 
Flora  C.  Eaton,  preceptress  ;  Misses  P.  A. 
Thompson,  A.  J.  Watson,  S.  C.  Tilden, 
F.  A. -West,  F.  J.  Hopkins,  assistant  teach- 
ers :  W.  A.  Wheaton,  music-teacher  ;  J.  M. 
j  Kent,  penmanship.    Number  of  trustees 
I  (iSSo)  30;  President,  Rev.  VV.  R.  Ship- 
j  man,  A.  M.,  College  Hill,  Mass.  ;  Vice 
I  President, N.W.Braley,M.  D.  (deceased) 
i  Barre  :  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  George 
Tilden,  Barre:  Hon.  Harvey  Tilden,  L.  F. 
Aldrich,  Henry  Priest,  Charles  Templeton, 
David  W.  Mower,  Esq.,  Miles  Morrison, 
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Esq.,  Rev.  \V.  iM.  Kimmell,  trustees  re- 
siding in  Ikirre,  other  trustees  residing  in 
the  County:  Rev.  J.  E.  Wright,  Hon. 
Chas.  H.  Heath,  Hon.  Clark  King,  A.  J. 
HoHister,  Esq.,  Montpelicr;  Hon.  Henian 
(."arp-i'-ter,  John  Gregory,  :\ortlifield  ;  L  S. 
R'winell,  Calais ;  S.  D.  Hollister,  Marsh- 
lield.  Miss  1  ilden,  teacher,  now  Mrs. 
Averiil. 

Th.e  soil  of  the  to\vn  is  generally  very 
good,  producing  wheat,  rye,  oats,  corn 
and  potatoes  in  abundance ;  along  the 
streams  tlie  meadows  produce  good  crops 
of  hay.  There  is  an  abundance  of  sugar 
inajile  on  th.e  lands  back  from  the  streams, 
from  which  a  large  amount  of  sugar  is 
yearly  made. 

1, 1ST  OF  RKl'RESEXTATIVKS,  AND  THE 
YEARS  OF  REPRESENTATION'. 

Nathan  Harrington,  1793:  Asaph  Sher- 
man, 1794.,  '95,  '96;  Benjamin  Walker, 
1797,  99;  Nathaniel  Killam,  179S:  James 


Fisk,  1800,  'i. 


4,  9'  ^o,  J 


Lu- 


ther Holton,  1805  :  Nathan  Carpenter,  1806  ; 
John  Dodge,  1807,  180S  ;  Nathan  Stone, 
181  i  ;  Warren  Ellis,  1812,  '13.  '14,  "16,  "17, 
'20, '22  ;  Phineas  Thompson,  18 1 8. '19,  "27  ; 
Jacob  Scott,  1821  ;  Peter  Nichols,  1S23, 
"26,  "28:  Denison  Smith,  iSj4,  "25, '29; 
Alvan  L'arter,  1S30,  "32,  '33:  Lucius  13. 
l*eck,  [831  ;  John  Twing.  1834,  "35  ;  Jacob 
Scott,  Jr.,  1836,  '37,  '38;  Newell  Kins- 
man, 1839,  '40;  Leonard  Keith,  i84i,'42; 
David  D.  Wing,  1843,  '44  :  Webber  Tiklen, 
1845  ;  Obadiah  Wood,  1S46:  George  W. 
Collamer,  1847,  "48;  I  larvey  Tilden,  1849; 
Warren  H.  Ellis,  1850;  Jesse  Scott,  1851, 
'52:  Denison  K.  Smith,  1853,  '57;  Joseph 
Sargent,  1854,  '55;  Joseph  C.  Parker, 
1856;  None,  1858,  "61,  "64;  Leonard  F. 
Aldrich,  1S59,  '60;  Ira  Holden,  1862,  '63; 
Geo.  W.  Tilden,  1865.  '66;  Frank  Staf- 
ford, 1S67;  Charles  Q.  Reed,  i86S;W^il- 
liam  E.  Whitcomb,  1869,  '70,  '71. 

LIST  OF  TOWN  CLERKS. 

Joseph  Dwight,  1793,  '94.  95;  Gardner 
Wheeler,  1796,  '97;  Nathan  Carpenter, 
'79'^  99,  1800,; I,  '2,  '3,  4,  "5,  '6;  Sher- 
man Minott,  1S07,  "8,  '9,  *io-  Warren 
Kllis.  181  K  '12,  *I3,  '14,  '15,  '16,  "17;  Jo- 
seph Ripley,  1818  to  1840;  Ahan  Carter, 


1S41  to  1862;  Albert  Johonnott,  1863; 
Clark  Ilolden,  1864;  Carlos  Carpenter, 
1865,  '66,  '67,  '68,  "69,  '70,  'y  i. 

LIST  OF  FIRST  COSNTAELES. 

Job  Adams,  1793,  '97;  Joel.  ShurtlifT, 
1794  ;  Samuel  .Scott,  1795  ;  Isaac  S.  Thon\p- 
son,  1796,  1812;  Apollos  Hale.  1798; 
James  Paddock,  1799,  iSoo,  'i,  10,  1 1,  '13  ; 
Reuben  Carpenter,  1802,  1803;  Phineas 
Thompson,  1804:  Ezckiel  D.  Wheeler, 
1805;  Chapin  Keith,  1806,  '7,  "9;  Andrew 
Dev/ey,  1808;  Peter  Nichols,  1814,  '15, 
'16,  '17,  '18,  '19,  "23,  '24,  "25,  '26,  "27,  '28  ; 
Moses  Rood,  Jr.,  1820,  '21,  '22;  Lewis 
I  Peck,  1829:  Otis  Peck,  1830,  '31,  '32,  '33, 
'34,  '35  ;  Thomas  Town,  1836,  '37,  '38,  '39  ; 
Alvan  Drury,  1840,  '41,  '42,  '43,  '44,  45, 
I '47,  '48,  '49,  ''50,  '51  ;  Joseph  C.  Parker, 
1852;  Silas  Town,  Jr.,  1853;  David  D. 
Wing,  1854,  '55,  "56:  Micah  French,  1857, 
•58,  '59;  N.  F.  Averiil,  i860,  -61,  "62,  ''63, 
"68,  '69,  '70,  '71  ;  A.  M.  Jackrnan,  1846, 
iS65:A.  A.  Nichols,  1864;  Ira  P.  Har- 
rington, 1 866:  A.  J.  Smith,  1867. 

COL.   BENJAMIN  WALKER 

was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Barre.  He 
was  born  in  Relioboth,  Mass.,  175 1,  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Revolution,  was  at  the 
capture  of  Burgoyne,  and  commanded  a 
company  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  (his 
captain  being  sick) .  He  removed  to  Barre, 
Mar.  1793;  held  the  ofiice  of  selectman  a 
number  of  year  . ;  was  a  Colonel  of  the 
militia:  was  the  lirst  justice  of  the  peace; 
represented  the  town  in  tiae  General  As- 
sembly, and  was  called  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  arbitrator  and  committee  to  settle 
matters  of  difference  betweeji  his  towns- 
men and  the  towns  around  him  in  num- 
berless instances.  He  vras  quite  infirm 
for  some  years  previous  to  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  Barre,  May,  1823. 

MAJOR  NATHAN  HARRINGTON 

was  the  sixth  settler  in  Barre.  He  came 
from  Holden,  Mass.,  about  the  year  1790, 
and  settled  on  the  East  hill  in  the  town  ; 
cleared  the  farm  on  v.'hich  his  grand-son, 
Ira  P.  Harrington,  now  resides;  was  one 
of  the  lirst  board  of  selectmen  :  was  the 
tirst  tov/n  representative,  and  discharged 
the  duties  of  manv  of  the  town  offices,  with 
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<jreat  promptness.  He  was  a  ^^ark  Antony 
man — He  ''spoke  right  on,'"'  was  always 
kind  and  generous,  frank  and  honest.  He 
was  nearl)  blind  some  years  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  ]5arre,  July  30, 
1S2S,  aged  71  years. 

IIQX.  JAMES  FISK 

came  into  Barre  about  1796,  from  Green- 
wich, Mass.  :  was  elected  one  of  tlie  se- 
lectmen in  1799,  a  member  of  tiie  Legisla- 
ture in  1800,  and  represented  the  town  9 
years  ;  was  a  judge  of  the  County  Court  in 
1802  ;  was  10  years  a  Member  of  Congress  ; 
received  the  appointment  of  Gox'ernor  of 
the  Territory  of  Indiana,  which  he  de- 
clined ;  was  a  Senator  in  Congress  from 
1S17  to  1819,  wlien  he  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  Collector  for  the  District  of 
Vermont,  and  subseciucntly  removed  to 
S wanton.  He  was  a  very  able  and  efficient 
legislator:  could  .express  his  views  upon 
almo.^t  aj:y  subject  without  previous  prep- 
aration. He  was  a  firm  friend  of  Mr. 
Madison,  and  frequently  counselled  with  j 
him  relative  to  the  subject  of  canying  on  j 
the  War  of  1812.  Judge  Fisk  was  a  Re-  1 
publican  of  that  time,  and  a  live  Whig  in 
1840.    He  died  some  years  since. 

HON.  w.-\rki:n  ki.lls 
came  into  Barre  about  1803,  from  Clare- 
mcnt,  N.  H. :  was  born  May  24,  1777.  He 
was  a  saddler  by  trade,  and  carried  on  the 
business  very  successt"ully.    He  gave  con- 
siderable attention  to  music,  was  a  good 
perfornier  on  the  violin,  taught  singing, 
and  was  one  of  the  best  vocalists  of  his 
day.    After  he  had  done  sir.ging  in  public, 
he  took  great  delight  in  conversing  and  in- 
structing others  in  the  science  of  music.  , 
He  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  of  Barre  7  \ 
years,  was  judge  of  the  County  Court  6  j 
years,  and  represented  the  town  7  yeais  in  i 
the  General  Assembly.    He  has  one  son,  I 
Warren  H.  Ellis,  Esq.,  who  resides  at  j 
Waukegan,  111.  ;  is  clerk  of  the  County  | 
Court  for  that  county,  and  one  daughter,  I 
Mrs.  D.  H.  Sherman,  who  resides  in  the  i 
West.    Fie  died  at  Barre,  June  10,  1842,  1 
aged  65  ye.Lrs. 

DEACOX  J(JXA;S  NICHOLS 

was  one  of  die  iirst  settlers  in  Barre  ;  took 


up  the  lot  of  land  on  which  John  N.  Wilson 
now  resides;  cleared  it  up,  and  resided  on 
the  same  lot  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  Aug.  26,  1841,  aged  96  years. 

CAPT.  JOSMPH  WAISON 

settled  at  an  early  day  in  the  south-easterly 
part  of  the  town  :  carried  on  the  tanning 
and  shoemaker  business  a  number  of  years. 
He  became  involved  in  building  a  part  of 
the  Chelsea  turnpike  in  180S  :  sold  out  and 
retired  from  business,  but  lived  to  the  age 
of  99  years.  His  death  occurred  June  7, 
1862.' 

HON.  DENISOX  SMITH 

came  into  Barre  about  180S,  froin  Plnin- 
field,  N.  H.,  and  established  himself  as  an 
attorney,  and  became  eminent  in  his  pro- 
fession. He  was  c.illed  to  many  offices  of 
trust ;  was  6  years  State's  attorney,  3  years 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  one  year 
judge  of  the  County  Court,  in  all  his 
business  relations,  he  was  ever  true  to 
every  trust;  was  genial,  kind  and  atYable  ; 
never  urging  suitors  into  litigation.  Mis 
health  was  poor  for  some  years  previous  to 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  Barre,  Feb. 
8,  1836,  aged  51  years.    He  left  one  son, 

DKNISON  K.  SMITH, 

who  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  ; 
fitted  himself  for  the  practice  of  lav;,  re- 
sided in  Barre,  and  became  a  good  book 
lawyer.  He  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature  2  ^-ears,  and  was  State's  at- 
torjiey  2  years.  He  v/as  twice  married, 
but  was  without  wife  or  children  at  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  Barre,  Mar.  6, 
t86o  ;  nge  38  years. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  IN  BARRE. 
liY  KKV.  L.  TliXXKY. 

The  Congregational  church  was  organ- 
ized Nov.  14,  1799,  consisting  of  12  mem- 
bers. The  council  called  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church  was  made  up  of  Revs. 
Richard  Ransom,  of  Woodstock,  John 
Rvansoni,  of  Rochester,  Jonathan  Kinney, 
of  Plainfield,  and  James  Hobart,  of  Berlin, 
and  Deacon  William  Wood,  delegate  from 
Woodstock.  During  the  first  7  years  the 
church  had  no  settled  pastor.  February 
22,  1807,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Palmer  was  or- 


I 


29 


(lained,  and  his  nunistry  continued  until 
his  death,  Feb.  7,  1821. 

Rev.  Justus  \V.  French  was  ordained 
over  tliis  church  May  23,  1S22,  and  dis- 
missed Dec.  22,  1S31. 

Rev.  Joseph  Thatcher  \vas  installed  Jan. 
6,  1835,  and  disnussed  Jan.  31,  1838. 

Rev.  James  W.  Wlieelock  wds  installed 
Sept.  17,  1S38,  and  dismissed  Nov.  20, 
1839. 

Rev.  Andrew  Royce  was  installed  Feb. 
24.  1841,  and  dismissed  Sept.  iS,  I056. 


While  listenin^j;  to  the  sermon  of  Mr.  Lec 
at  this  meeting,  Mrs.  Catherine  Thomp- 
son, the  wife  of  Isaac  S.  Thompson,  re- 
ceived into  her  heart  the  precious  seed  of 
the  Gospel  sower,  and  the  following  day 
her  husband,  listening  to  a  sermon  from 
i\Ir.  Lee,  gave  his  heart  to  the  Saviour. 
Others  soon  joined  them,  and  a  class  was 
formed  consisting  of  11  members.  Mrs. 
Thompson  died  in  this  same  Christian 
faith.  Apr.  13,  i860,  aged  03  years,  living 
all  this  while  within  one  mile  of  where  she 


Rev.  K.  Ervin  Carpenter  was  installed  i  heard  the  memorable  discourse  of  Mr. 
Dec.  22,  1S57,  anddismi.s.sed  Mar.  6,  1S67.  j  Lee.    In  the  year  1797,  Rev.  Ralph  Wij- 

liston  was  sent  to  Bane  as  nreacher. 


Rev.  Leonard  T  e  n  n  e  y  conuvienced 
preaching  for  this  people  in  Oct.,  1867,  and 
still  (1871)  continues  to  be  their  minister. 

The  tlrst  meeting-house  was  raised  in 
th.c  fall  of  1S04,  but  was  not  fully  finished 
until  iSoS.    The  rhurcli  and  society  con- 
tinued to  worship  there  until  1841,  when, 
the   present  brick  church  was    erected,  1 J 


The 

church  since  that  time  has  been  blest  with 
good  and  elTicient  preachers.  It  has  wit- 
nessed three  great  revivals,  in  1824,  "26 
and  '42,  under  the  labors  of  Revs.  A.  D. 
Merrill,  I.  Templeton,  Daniel  Kilborn, 
H.  W.  Wheelock,  x\.  H.  Houghton  and 
L.  Slason.  The  labors  of  other  min- 
!  isters  have  been  crowned  with  abundant 


which  has  since  been  very  tastefully  fitted 
up  inside,  by  frescoing  and  carpeting,  etc.  I  '^^^^  church  now  numbers  163 

it  has  a  tlne'toned  bell  and  a  large  organ,  \  numbers  and  32  probationers,  and  is  on 
and  the  attendance  has  always  been  quite  !  the  whole  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
large.    A  large  and  flourishing  Sabbath- 
school  has  been  kept  up  for  many  years 
past. 


The  first  church  was  erected  on  the 
common,  but  iri  v/hat  year  the  vrriter  is 
unable  to  learn.  [For  date  of  early  his- 
tory of  Methodism  in  Barre,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  history  of  Methodism  in 
Williamstown  in  the  supplement  voknne 

c       .  .         1-111      -.11  •  of  this  work — Ed.l    It  was  subscnuently 

of   opinion  which  had  existeci  between  1  .  /         ,  ^ 

,  r    .  J        1  removed  across  the  road  to  where  the 

menibers  were  adjusted,  ana    130  new 

,         1 J   1  .    .1   •  u  11.  Congregational  parsona'j'C  now  stands.  In 

members  added  to  their  number;  a  debt  o 

,,,,,,        .  ,  .  i       ,        i  the  year  1837,  a  new  church  v,as  erected 

that  h.ad  been  incurred  and  the       /  .  . 


The  Society  have  a  very  commoclious 
parsonage.  Rev.  Mr.  Tenney  resigned 
his  charge  May  i.  1881.  Under  his  min- 
istry the  church  was  prospered  :  ditTerences 


society  placed  on  a  sound  financial  basis. 
By  his  resignation,  w  hich  he  was  moved  to 
tender  on  account  of  failing  health,  the 
church  lost  a  faithful  pastor  and  leader. 

The  Rev.  P.  McMillan,  a  graduate  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  is  at  pres- 
ent supplying  the  pulpit.  No.  of  member- 
ship in  18S0,  171;  Sabbath-school,  256. 

.METHQDiS.M  IX  BARKE. 
EV  KKV.  P  MKUKILL. 

The  t^rsi  Methodist  sermon  was  preached 
in  Barre  in  1796,  by  Rev.  Jesse  Lee.  the 


and  3  years  since  it  was  refitted  and  re- 
paired at  an  expense  of  $8,000.  A  fine 
parsonage  is  located  opposite  the  church, 
which  is  furnished  with  the  heavy  furni- 
ture. This  is  considered  among  the  best 
appointments  in  the  \'ermont  Conference. 
The  congregations  are  large  on  the  Sab- 
bath, the  Sabbath-school  is  in  a  prr-sper- 
ous  condition,  and  the  social  meetings  are 
of  an  interesting  character.  During  its 
history  no  minister  who  has  served  it  has 
degenerated,  and  no  serious  church  trials 
have  been  experienced  by  its  members. 


great  apostle  of  Methodism  in  New  Erig-  j  The  oldest  member  connected  with  this 
land,  in  the  house  of  Col.  Benj,  Walker,  i  church  now  living,  (1871)  is  Mrs.  Content 
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Patterson,  aged  94  years,  with  her  menta] 
powers  all  vigorous.  She  has  always  en- 
joyed good  healtli — (deceased). 

THF,  UNIVERSALTST  CHURCH. 

The  Universali:-t  Church  in  I'arre  was 
organized  Oct.  27,  1796.  The  Town 
Records,  (vol.  i),  has  the  following  cer- 
tificate : 

These  may  certity  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  John  C.oldsbury,  John  Goldsbury,  Jr., 
William  Goldsbury,  Thomas  Dodge,  Cal- 
vin Smith,  Bartholomew  French,  Thomas 
Ralph,  Amos  Conant,  Eliphalet  Dens- 
more,  Gcoige  Little,  Lemncl  Farwell,  Jon- 
athan Culver,  Sylvanus  Goldsbury,  Henry 
Gale,  Phineas  Richardson,  James  Bodwell, 
have  formed  themselves  into  a  Religious 
Society,  professing  themselves  to  be  of 
the  Universaliht  Denomination.  \iz.  :  Be- 
lieving in  universal  redemption  and  sah'a- 
tion  by  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ. 

William  Farwlli..  l^lder. 

This  oigaai/ation  was  forn;ed  16  years 
after  the  township  was  chartered,  and  3 
years  after  it  received  the  name  of  Barre. 

Although  Universalism  in  this  place  has 
passed  thiough  various  fortunes,  it  has 
never  since  been  disorganized.  The  large 
and  influential  society  and  church  now  ex- 
isting here  are  the  outgrowth  of  this  ap- 
parently small  beginning. 

There  were  lln'versalists  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town.  John  Goldsbury, 
whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of  the  six- 
teen which  represent  the  original  society, 
was  one  v.ho  began  "the  work  of  con- 
verting the  wilderness  into  faims."'  And 
most  of  these  men  are  known  to  have  been 
men  of  intelligence,  enterprise  and  good 
moral  and  religious  character.  Some  of 
them  were  prom.inent  citizens  among  the 
earlier  settlers  of  the  town,  and  a  large 
part  of  them  are  still  represented  by  lead- 
ing families  in  the  community,  and  in  the 
Universalist  church. 

REV.   WILLIAM  FARWELL, 

whose  name  is  affixed  to  the  certificate  of 
organization  as  the  p:ider  of  the  society, 
was  not  a  resident  of  Barre  at  tlie  time 
the  society  was  forujed,  but  visited  this 
and  other  places  in  the  vicinity  from  time 
to  time.    He  moved  to  Barre  from  North 


Charlestown,  N.  H.,  sometime  in  1803  or 
'4.    But  there  is  little  doubt  he  labored 
considerably  with  the  society  before  he 
came  to  live  with  it.    Mr.  Farwell  was  the 
first  resident  Lhiiversalist  minister  in  Barre. 
He  did  not  preach  here  all  the  time,  but 
did  the  work  of  an  Evangelistin  the  region 
round  about.     We  liave    no   means  of 
knowing  what   portion  of  the  time  he 
preached  in  Barre  ;  but  we  know  he  often 
j  took  quite  extensi\e  missionary  tours  in 
i  the  State  and  into  other  States.  Probably 
;  he  did  not  regard  himself  at  any  tirnc  as 
!  strictly  the  pastor  of  the  society;  but  he 
jgave  it  much  of  his  labor,  and  contributed 
j  largely  to  its  establishment  and  growth, 
j  He  was  a  mau  of  ferven.t  piety,  a/\d  greatly 
j  beloved,  not  only  in  his  own  church,  but 
I  by  all  who  knew  him.    He  died  at  the 
residence  of  his  son,  and  his  bod}'  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  rural  graveyard,  near  his  old 
home  in  tlie  soutli-east  part  of  the  Unvn. 
Upon  tlie  stone  v.'hich  marks  his  grave  we 
read  this  just  tribute  : 

Rev.  William  Farwell,  died  Dec.  nth, 
1823,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
a  preacher  of  (jod's  universal  love,  cheer- 
ful and  friendly  in  life,  faithful  in  his  la- 
bors, and  departed  in  hope  of  future  life 
and  immortality. 

In  1808,  the  Rev.  Paul  Dean  moved  to 
Barre,  and  became  pastor  of  the  society. 
He  labored  with  it  several  years  with  great 
success.  After  1  isrem.ovr  l,  it  had  no  res- 
ident pastor  until  1821  ;  but  was  supplied 
I  by  various  clergymen  a  portion  of  the  time. 

'    In  1S21,  Rev.  John  E.  P.ilaier  \\as 
settled,  and  preached  here  statedly,  a  part 
of  the  time  for  15  years.    At  that  period 
in  the  history  of  our  church,  much  mis- 
sionary labor  was  demanded.  Our  preach- 
ers were  few,  and  not  many  of  them  were 
permitted  to  give  their  undivided  labors  to 
the  care  of  one  church.    Mr.  Palmer  was 
often  called  to  other  fields  of  labor,  and 
I  the  church  in  Barre  had  to  seek  frequent 
!  supplies  by  other  preachers.  Rev.  Thomas 
I  Browmng  was  regularly  envployed  a  quar- 
1  ter  of  the  time  for  several  years,  thus  re- 
1  leasing  Mr,  Palmer,  and  enabling  him  to 
;  comply  with  the  numerous  demands  for 
'  his  services.    Otiier  preachers  were  also 


I 


1 


1 
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iVcqiiently  enipl(\ved,  under  the  ministry 
(if  Mr.  I'alnierand  Mr.  Browning.  Against 
all  these  disadvantages,  the  church  stead- 
ily increased  in  numbers,  strength  and 
^nn-itn:\l  life.  Fathers  Palmerand  Brown- 
ing still  live,  (1H71)  rejoicing  for  what  has 
been  done  l)y  their  instrumentality,  not 
only  in  Bane,  Vjut  in  many  other  lields 
which  are  now  rich  with  harvests,  grown 
from  the  seed  which,  they  sowed. 

In  1822.  the  society  built  a  substantial 
brick  church  at  South  Barre,  in  which  it 
worshipped  until  1852. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Sanborn  became  pastor  here 
in  May,  1844,  and  was  dismissed  by  his 
own  request  Oct.  i,  1848. 

Rev.  Joseph  Sargent  took  charge  in  the 
autumn  of  1849.  His  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted at  the  annual  meeting,  January  12, 
1837.  His  labors  contributed  largely  to  the 
grov.th  of  the  church.  By  his  untiring 
efforts  a  new  and  beautiful  cluu-ch  was 
built  in  the  Lower  Village  in  1852.  The 
business  and  population  of  the  town  had 
hirgely  moved  to  this  village,  and  the  life 
of  the  church  seemed  to  be  waning. 

The  church  built  in  1852,  is  the  one  in 
which  the  congregation  now  worships.  It 
needs,  and  will  soon  receive,  extensive  re- 
pairs. Since  the  society  moved  to  its 
present  place  ot  worship,  its  growth  has 
been  constant  and  rapid.  There  are  now 
100  families  connected  with  the  society. 

I'he  church  was  re-organized  in  October, 
1850,  and  since,  136  persons  have  united 
with  it :  present  membership,  1 18.  There 
is  connected  with  th-e  society  a  flourishing 
Sabbath-school,  and  it  has  a  good  parson- 
age. The  society  has  a  small  fund  from 
which  it  derives  an  annual  income. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  F.  S.  Bliss, 
began  his  labors  Mar.  8,  1857,  and  has 
pleached  to  it  all  the  time  for  nearly  15 
years. 

GoDDARD  Seminary,  under  the  control 
of  the  Universalists  of  Vermont,  was  lo- 
cated in  this  town  in  1864,  and  is  in  in- 
timate connection  v.ith  this  society.  It 
iias  contributed  $25,000  within  6  years  for 
its  benefit.  In  the  meantime  it  has  done 
its  full  share  in  sustaining  the  various  en- 


terprises of  the  denomination.    It  has  con- 
tributed liberally  for  the  freedmen,  for  the 
circulation  of  the  Bible,  for  missionary 
work  and   other  benevolent  enterprises. 
And  it  now  develops  more  ability,  zeal 
and  liberality  tlian  ever  before.    In  num-  j 
bers,  wealth,  intelligence,  moral  and  Chris-  j 
tian  character,  it  is  thought  to  compare  j 
favorably  with  the  other  churches  in  town.  | 
Barre,  1871.  I 
Record  continued  to  18S1,  by  Rev.  W. 

M.  KiMMELL. 

1 

Rev.  F.  S.  Bliss  resigned  his  pastorate  ; 
of  15  years,  2  mos.  from  ill-health,  preach-  \ 
ing  his  last  sermon,  April  28,  1872.  \ 

Rev  E.  J.  Chaffee  succeeded  Mr.  Bliss  i 
for  one  year;  after  him  Rev.  Lester  War-  1 
ren  2  years.  Upon  his  departure  the  old  j 
church  edifice  was  enlarged  and  remod- 
eled at  a  cost  of  several  thousand  dollars. 
The  present  building'  is  modern  in  style, 
commodious,  and  nicely  furnished.  In  the 
fall  of  1875,  the  Rev.  James  Vincent  be- 
came pastor  of  the  society,  remaining  until 
February,  1S80,  and  followed  the  hrst  of 
the  next  month  by  myself.  There  are  120 
tamilies  belonging  to  the  parisli.  The 
Sunday  school  has  enrolled  180.  The 
Library  contains  501  volumes. 

W.  M  KiMMELL, 

Pastor  of  Uuiversalist  Society. 

PAPERS  CONTRIBUTED  FOR  BARRE. 

l;Y  SJll.l    lAX  WOOL),  KX-POSTilASTKl:. 

For  a  while  after  the  first  settlers  came 
in  there  was  no  grist-mill  in  town,  and 
they  had  to  go  20  miles  or  more  to  Ran- 
dolph with  their  grists.  There  then  was 
no  road  through  the  gulf  as  at  present ; 
they  had  to  go  by  wa}-  of  the  route  since 
known  as  the  old  Paine  Turnpike.  The 
first  roads  built  in  tov/n  were  over  the  hills 
instead  of  around  them.  The  objectsoughL 
was  to  go  as  much  on  dry  ground  as  pos- 
sible. At  an  early  day  there  was  a  turn- 
pike road  chartered  and  built,  commencing 
at  the  checkered  store  in  Barre  and  ending 
at  Chelsea.  The  gate  to  this  pike  was  in 
the  town  of  Washington.  This  pike  was 
the  main  thoroughfare  south-east,  leading 
from  town  towards  Massachusetts,  and  an 
outlet  for  traffic  to  and  from  Boston.  At 
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a  later  date,  Ira  Day,  then  the  principal 
merchant  in  town,  obtained  a  charter  for  a 
turnpike  througli  the  celebrated  gulf  in 
WilHarnstown.  This  was  found  to  be  a 
feasible  and  easily  built  road — was  owned 
and  built  principally  by  iMr.  Day — and 
found  to  be  a  source  of  profit,  taking  away 
a  large  part  of  the  travel  from  the  Chelsea 
route.  The  giilf  road  subsequently  be- 
came the  stage  route,  traversed  by  six  and 
eight  horse  coaches,  taking  tlie  travel  from 
Montpelier  and  towns  north,  from  Canada, 
even,  and  at  one  time  cairying  the  British, 
mail,  which  came  then  by  the  way  of 
Boston,  a  linlish  soldier  accompanying 
each  mail  having  his  musket  always  in 
readiness  for  depredators. 

STAGE  COACHES  AND  OLD  1  IMF.   J  IIA.MS, 

before  the  advent  of  railroads,  were  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  business  of  Barre, 
and  were  owned  principally  by  Iia  Day  and 
Mahlon  Cottrill,  of  Montpelier.  When 
the  stage  horn  was  heard,  there  was  al- 
ways a  rush  for  news,  and  the  few  mo- 
ments the  stage  stopped,  spectators  were 
abundant. 

Barre  was  also  celebrated  for  its  six  and 
eight  horse  teams  which  carried  freight  to 
and  from  Boston,  for  .Montpelier  mer- 
chants  as  well  as  for  those  in  Pjarre.  Six 
or  eight  such  teams  were  always  on  the 
road,  and  the  regular  trips  were  made  once 
in  each  three  weeks.  Among  the  foremost 
of  these  teamsters  was  Capt.  Wm.  Brad- 
ford. He  had  one  horse  who  went  loo 
trips  without  missing  a  single  trip,  going, 
of  course,  each  journey  for  6  years  without 
a  rest.  A  large  per  cent,  of  the  heavy 
freight  drawn  consisted  of  hogsheads  of 
new  rum,  to  supply  Montpelier  and  Barre. 
Some  say  as  nmch  as  one-half,  but  per- 
haps one  third  would  be  nearer  correct. 

STOCK  AND  FARMING. 

Barre  has  always  held  a  good  rank  in 
raising  good  horses,  some  spans  selling  as 
high  as  $r,ooo,  and  some  stock 'horses 
selling  for  several  thousand.  As  a  farm- 
ing town,  Barre  ranks  among  the  best  in 
the  State. 

Formerly  sheep  and  wool-raising  was 
the  leading  interest,  but  of  late  years 
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dairying  has  taken  the  lead.  Although 
there  are  no  large  dairies  in  town,  tho.se  of 
from  lo  to  25  cows  are  numerous.  We 
have  one  creamery  where  excellent  butter 
is  made,  and  the  milk  is  used  after  skim- 
ming to  make  skim  cheese.  A  large 
amount  of  Western  grain  is  being  used  by 
dairymen  ;  whether  to  protit  or  not,  is  a 
question  to  be  settled  by  longer  experi- 
ence. 

Grain  and  })Otatots,  in  the  early  days  of 
the  settlers,  were  much  used  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  whisky,  but  of  late  )ears  it  has 
entirely  ceased.  I'otato  starch  was  form- 
erly made  in  large  quantities,  potatoes 
selling  at  the  first  introduction  of  the  busi- 
ness from  10  to  14  cents  per  bushel,  de- 
livered at  the  factory. 

Wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing  was 
formerly  (juite  an  extensive  business.  The 
first  carding  works  were  built  by  John 
liaker,  and  were  situated  on  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  Fork  Co.  It  was  also 
early  introduced  by  Ira  Day,  near  South 
Barre . 

Once  on  a  time  Mr.  Day  and  his  fore- 
mas  were  in  his  mill  in  time  of  a  freshet. 
The  mill  was  in  much  danger  of  going  down 
stream.  It  soon  started,  Mr.  Day  and  his 
man  in  the  meantime  rushing  for  the  door, 
too  late  to  reach  dry  land,  sprang  upon 
some  timbers  floating  within  reach.  The 
timbers  were  sometimes  uppermost,  and 
then  the  men,  but  after  a  cool  and  dan- 
gerous ride,  both  were  happy  to  regain  solid 
ground,  wetter,  if  not  better,  men  than 
before. 

EARLY  POSTMASTERS. 

John  Baker  was  at  a  very  early  day  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  and  held  the  office 
many  years.  Afterwards  it  was  located  at 
South  Barre,  and  Walter  Chaffee  appointed 
P.  M.  Mr.  Chaffee  was  a  large,  Meshy 
man,  a  tailor  wdth  a  wooden  leg.  Each 
Sunday  he  would  come  to  church  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  with  the  week's 
mail  in  the  top  of  his  hat,  and  deliver  the 
same  at  noon  upon  the  meeting-house 
steps,  to  the  various  claimants.  Postage 
was  then  25  cents  for  each  letter  that  came 
over  400  miles ;  6  cents  and  one-fourth 
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was  lor  the  shortest  distance,  each  one 
pavin^^  when  he  got  his  letter. 

Alvan  Carter  was  the  successor  of  Mr. 
ChatTee,  and  held  the  office  a  long  time. 
AUcr  his  time  was  ended,  there  was  aloud 
c.iii  loi  a  r.  O.  at  the  lower  village,  and 
wann  discussions  were  held  which  should 
i>e  /nimr,  and  which  N'orthoi  SoidkYj^xro.. 
}iut  the  people  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town  carried  their  point,  and  since  have 
largely  outstripped  their  southern  rival. 
It  is  now  the  main  business  centre. 
.Since  the  office  has  been  at  the  north  vil- 
hige,  the  respective  postmasters  have  been, 
James  Hale,  I-"rauces  Hale,  E.  E.  French, 

G.  15.  Putnam,  Stillman  Wood,  and  Wm. 
A.  Perry,  the  present  occupant. 

THE  i'lKST  MEKCIIANTS 

in  town  were  Sieas  Willard,  who  built 
tlie  checked  store  in  the  lower  village.  Ira 
Dav  was  located  at  South  Barre,  and  for 
many  years  the  leading  merchant  in  town. 
Each  year  he  bought  large  droves  of  beef 
cattle  in  this  and  the  surrounding  towns, 
for  the  Boston  market,  which  gave  him  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  business,  no  one 
knew  how  to  manage  better  tlian  himself. 
At  the  time  Gen.  Lafayette  made  the  tour 
of  New  England,  he  was  the  guest  of  Mr. 
Day,  who  furnished  a  splendid  coach  and 
six  beautiful  white  horses  for  transportation 
of  the  General  and  his  suite. 

Jack  Pollard  was  also  a  merchant  in 
those  early  days,  of  considerable  notoriety. 
He  was  famous  for  collecting  large  droves 
of  mules  which  were  raised  at  that  tim.e, 
and  sent  south.  Of  late  years  the  busi- 
ness has  been  entirely  abandoned. 

Other  merchants  of  a  more  recent  date 
were  Harry  Tracy,  Daniel  Spring,  Center 
Lamb,  George  W.  Collamer,  John  &  j 
Charles  French,  L  A.  Phillips,  H.  W.  ! 
French,  and  several  others  since.  The 
present  merchants  are  Perry  &  Camp,  H. 
^.  Mills,  John  Morrison,  L.  J.  Bolster, 
dry  goods;  men's  furnishing  goods,. G.  P. 
Boycc;  dnigs  snd  medicines,  Wm.  H. 
Gladding,  Chas.A.  Smith;  flour  and  feed, 

H.  Webster,  R.  L.  Clark,  L.  M.  Averill,  \ 
E.  J.  Bolster:  hardware  and  tin,  J.  M.  j 
jackman,  G.  L  Reynolds.  j 
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Until  the  advent  of  railroads,  the  town 
was  w-ell  supplied  with  hotels,  or  taverns, 
as  the  older  folks  called  them.  The  three 
principal  in  an  early  day  were,  one  at 
Soutli  Barre,  owned  and  run  by  James 
Paddock,  one  at  the  Lower  village,  owned 
by  Apollos  Hale,  and  afterwards  b)-  James, 
his  son ;  also  one  at  Go.spel  village,  so 
called,  h  mile  east  of  Lower  village. 
Judge  Keith,  the  proprietor,  was  one  of 
the  noted  men  in  tov.-n,  and  high  sheriff 
of  the  County  for  several  years.  He  used 
to  relate  that  from  the  profits  of  his  office 
of  high  sheritr  he  built,  and  paid  for  build- 
ing, his  tavern  stand  in  one  year. 

Judge  Keith  v«as  a  nvan  of  much  influ- 
ence, and  held  many  and  important  offices. 
His  fiimily  of  boys  v/ere  intelligent  and  in- 
fluential, and  also  became  leading  men. 
The  late  Juflge  Keith,  of  Montpelier,  was 
his  oldest  son. 

Suljsequentl}-  there  were  at  least  6  tav- 
erns in  town  at  one  time,  all  doing  an  ex- 
tensive business,  owing  to  the  large  amount 
of  tr?.vel  which  went  through  town,  but 
since  the  advent  of  the  railroad,  hotels  are 
at  a  great  discount. 

When  the  lirst  settlers  commenced  to 
clear  their  land  and  raise  wheat,  the  wild 
pigeons  came  in  great  abundance,  so  much 
so  as  to  be  quite  a  drawback,  and  it  re- 
quired great  care  and  skill  to  protect  the 
crops  from  their  depredations.  They  might 
be  seen  at  all  h'  urs  of  the  day  fl}'ing  from 
point  to  point  in  diiferent  directions  all 
about  town.  Thousands  were  caught  by 
nets,  but  for  the  want  of  proper  markets, 
were  of  little  value,  except  what  could  be 
used  by  the  inhabitants,  and  at  some 
seasons  of  the  year  they  were  lean  and 
s«farce  fit  for  the  table. 
[  /  Uncle  Brown  Dodge,  who  was  famous 
I  fa"t=-hLs  large  stories,  and  told  them  so  often 
he  supposed  them  to  be  true,  used  to  re- 
late that  once  when  he  had  sown  a  piece  of 
wheat,  he  saw  it  covered  with  pigeons, 
and  went  for  his  old  fusee,  and  fired  just  as 
the  pigeons  were  rising,  and  was  aware  of 
making  an  imder-shot — "  Never  killed  a 
pigeon,  not  a  pigeon — but  mind  you,''  said 
I  he-,  "  I  went  into  the  field  afterwards  and 
j  picked  up  two  bushels  of  legs.^^ 
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Mr.  Dodge  had  three  sons.  Two  of 
them  settled  on  excellent  farms,  and  be- 
came influential  and  wealthy,  and  the 
younger  one  went  \yith  his  family  as  Mis- 
sionary to  the  Cherokee  Indians,  He  had 
two  sons,  who  when  grown  to  man's  es- 
tate were  in  need  of  some  one  for  sooth- 
ing the  rough  passage  of  life.  Mr.  Dodge, 
the  father,  started  East,  came  to  Vermont, 
and  when  he  r<^ turned  was  accompanied  by 
two  handsome  young  ladies,  and  very  soon 
after  his  arrival  home,  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  his  sons  both  married  to  Vermont 
girls.  Leonard,  the  oldest  son,  became  a 
teacher ;  the  younger  son  built  and  run  a 
saw-mill.  lie  was  a  brave  young  man,  to 
whom  the  Indians  took  an  olTence,  and  one 
day,  while  standing  in  his  mill,  a  bullet 
from  an  Indiiin's  rifle  came  rushing  through 
his  heart.  I  [  I 

DOCT.  ROBERT  PADDOCK 

settled  in  town  about  iSo6,  and  spent  a 
long  life  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  v/as  a  well-educated  and  energetic  man, 
successful  inpmctice,  and  not  easily  turned 
from  his  own  way.  To  illustrate  :  He  was 
troubled  with  an  in-growing  nail  on  the 
great  toe  of  his  right  foot.  One  morning 
he  came  into  his  office,  where  his  son  and 
another  student  were  stud\  ing,  bringing  in 
a  chisel  and  mallet.  Having  suitably  placed 
his  chisel,  he  told  a  student  to  take  the 
mallet  and  strike.  He  at  first  refused,  but 
he  said  he  should  be  obeyed — I  tell  you  to 
strike.  The  toe  went  flying  across  the 
room,  and  the  remedy  was  successful. 

Doct.  Lyman  Paddock,  son  of  Doct. 
Robert,  who  succeeded  him  in  practice, 
spent. a  long  number  of  years  in  the  pro- 
fession. He  is  now  with  his  sister  in 
Illinois,  is  97  or  98  years  old,  with  a  fair 
prospect  of  living  to  be  a  hundred. 

DOCT.  VANSICKLIN 

was  another  of  our  early  and  noted  phy- 
sicians. He  was  a  man  of  decided  tal- 
ents, and  had  a  large  number  ot  students, 
some  of  whom  became  men  of  talents. 
The  celebrated  Doct.  Socrates  Sherman, 
of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  was  one  of  his 
students,  and  a  Barreboy,  the  son  of  Capt. 
Asaph  Sherman.  Time  does  not  permit 
us  to  mention  particularly  all  who  have 


practiced  in  town,  but  we  will  not  neglect 
to  speak  of 

DOCT.  WAI-TEK  BURNHAM, 

who  removed  to  Lowell,  INLass.,  and  be- 
came celebrated  as  a  successful  surgeon. 

Later  came  Doct.  A.  B.  Carpenter  and 
Doct.  A.  E.  Bigclow,.now  our  oldest  prac- 
ticing physician.  Doct.  H.  O.  V/orthen, 
Doct.  J.  H.  Jackson,  Doct.  A.  E.  Field 
and  Doct.  B.  W.  Braley  are  our  present 
physicians  in  the  allopathy  practice.  Doct. 
H.  E.  Packer  succeeds  the  late  Doct. 
C.  H.  Chamberlin  as  a  hom^jsopathist. 

I.AWVKRS 

in  town:  one  of  the  tirst  v.-as  Judge  Janies 
Fisk :  another,  the  Hon.  Dennison  Smith, 
of  both  of  whom,  sec  notice  by  Mr.  Car- 
penter. 

Hon.  Lucius  V^.  Peck,  a  partner  bf 
Judge  Smith,  was  a  man  of  note  and  a 
representative  in  Congress. 

Newell  Kinsman  was  in  practice  for  a 
long  time,  associated  in  business  a  part  of 
the  time  with  E.  E.  French,  Esq.  C.  \V. 
Upton,  D.  K.  Smith,  L.  C.  Wheelock, 
have  all  successfully  practiced  in  town. 

Our  present  lawyers  are  :  \Ym.  A.  & 
O.  B.  Boyce,  E.  W.  Bisbee  and  G.  W. 
Basse  tt. 

SOIL  AND  GAME. 

There  is  no  land  in  town  so  broken  but 
what  each  lot  is  capable  of  becoming  a 
passable  fami  if  well  cultivated.  No 
broken  land  except  the  granite  hills,  which 
are  still  more  valuable  than  the  land  in 
general.  The  streams  were  formerly  well 
stocked  with  the  speckled  trout,  but  of 
late  years  they  have  become  exceeding 
scarce.  The  first  settlers  found  wild  game 
quite  plenty,  but  bears  and  other  large 
game  found  too  many  sharp  hunters  to 
make  their  haunts  safe  places  to  dwell  in. 

Doct.  Robert  Paddock  kept  a  smak  pack 
of  hounds,  and  no  music  was  sweeter  to 
his  ear  than^the  baying  of  his  dogs.  Gen- 
eral Blanchard  was  not  much  behind  the 
Doctor  in  his  love  of  the  same  kind  of 
music.  Occasionidly  a  bear  was  captured  ; 
generally  by  a  regular  hunt,  when  every 
man  had  a  chance  to  show  skill,  as  well  a» 
the  more  practiced  huntsman.   There  was 
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one  killed  in  1844  or  '5,  and  but  one  since 
to  the  writer's  knowledge. 

Oar  most  successful  hunter  was  Lemuel 
Richardson,  who  is  now  living  in  our 
midst,  nnd  is  81  years  old.  His  record  is 
as  follow.s :  Between  the  years  of  1821 
and  1847,  he  killed  v.ith  hound  and  gun 
714  foxes;  since  then  he  has  taken  in 
traps  675,  making  in  all  1,389  fo.xes.  He 
has  during  the  same  time  killed  of  other 
game  three  deer,  12  fishers,  five  otter  and 
sable,  coons,  muskrats  and  mink  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Mr.  R.  is  a  man 
to  be  relied  on,  and  the  above  statement 
may  be  taken  as  correct. 

BARRE  VILLAGK 

is  situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
'i'hc  principal  stream  running  through  the 
village  is  called  Jail  Branch,  taking  its 
name  from  a  log  jail  once  built  on  its  bank. 
Coming  from  the  south  part  of  the  town  is 
a  stream  called  Stevens'  Branch,  and  unit- 
ing with  Jail  Branch  before  it  enters  the 
village.  On  this  stream  is  situated  a 
famous  watei--privilegc  called  Day's  mills, 
on  which  is  now  a  grist  and  saw-mill,  an 
extensive  door,  sash  and  blind  manufac- 
tory ;  on  the  same  stream  there  is  also 
Robinson's  .sash  and  blind  establishment 
and  granite  polishing  works,  and  on  the 
same  stream  before  it  enters  Jail  Branch  is 
located  Moorcroft  Flannel  Factory.  The 
first  water  occupied  on  Jail  Branch  is  by 
the  Stafford  &  Holden  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany ,^  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  all 
kinds  of  hay  and  manure  forks,  potato 
diggers,  etc.,  and  in  addition  to  the  v.ater 
power  they  have  a  30  or  40  horse-power 
engine.  Ne.xt  on  the  stream  are  the  mills 
and  furnace  of  Smith,  Vv  hitcomb  &  Cook. 
These  are  the  works  formerly  owned  by 
Joshua  Twing,  once  a  celebrated  mill 
builder. 

There  is  one  principal  street  run  nine: 
through  the  village,  called  Main  street, 
and  near  the  upper  end  of  the  village 
called  South  Main  street :  Bridge  street 
crossing  the  Piranch  and  connecting  with 
i:'rooklyn  street ;  also  witli  Hoboken.  Elm 
street  leaves  Main  near  the  National  Bank, 
and  runs  north  ;  Merchant  stret-t  is  another 


fine  street  running  north  ;  Seminary  street 
also  runs  north,  and  passes  the  Goddard 
Seminary.  Depot  Square  and  its  sur- 
roundings is  also  very  pleasant.  The  street 
leading  from  the  village  by  Barre  Academy 
i.^.  a  very  ^ntle  rise,  leading  to  the  Cem- 

every.  I604l09 

Barre  Cemetery  justly  deserves,  and 
has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
in  the  State.  It  is  partly  surrounded  by  a 
very  beautiful  cedar  hedge,  and  has  two 
fountains,  furnished  by  water  from  the 
neighboring  hills,  which  add  very  much  to 
its  beauty.  Many  fine  monuments  of 
goodly  variety  have  been  put  up,  the 
grounds  tastefully  laid  out,  and,  taking  it 
all  in'  all,  we  are  happy  to  compare  it  with 
I  any  in  the  State. 

The  streets  of  Barre  are  well  lined  with 
shade  trees,  which  add  very  much  to  its 
!  attractions.  There  are  18  stores  in  town, 
and  our  post-office  has  been  made  a  sala- 
ried office,  and  does  a  very  fair  business. 
1  The  town  has  a  well  regulated  library, 
of  several  hundred  vr.jumes,  which  are  con- 
siderably read,  but  the  newspapers  prob- 
ably take  nine-tenths  of  all  the  time 
devoted  to  reading.  Geo.  P.  Boyce  is  our 
librarian. 

"  Barre  Agricultural  Library. — 
First  officers,  J.  S.  Spaulding,  pres. ;  S.  E. 
Bigelow,  vice-pres. ;  C.  Carpenter,  sec. ; 
Stillman  Wood,  treasurer  and  librarian.'*' 
Among  the  things  that  were :  sold  out. 

Barre  has  a  Job  P/inting  Establishment 
run  by  Prentiss  C.  Dodge,  and  a  news- 
paper. 

The  first  newspaper  printed  in  town  was 
"  The  Barue  Times."  It  was  a  monthly 
sheet,  issued  during  the  year  1871,  spicy, 
of  a  literary  character,  and  published  by 
Stillman  Wood,  Esq. 

The  Barre  Herald,"'  established  in 
1879,  by  E.  N.  Hyzer,  was  published 
about  9  months. 

".The  Barre  Exterprize," 
v,-;is  commenced  in  1880.    The  first  num- 
ber was  issued  December  nth  of  the' past 
year.    It  was  conducted  till  April,  1881, 
by  Mr.  Lewis  P.  Thayer,  of  Randolph, 
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when  W.  F.  Scott,  its  present  editor  and 
i  proprietor,  came  into  possession  of  the 
I  publication  and  issued  his  first  number  of 
[      the  paper,  April  i6,  i88r. 

'  MANl^rACTURES. 

'  Plows  and  casting  for  mill-irons  are  man- 

ufactured at  the  old  T^ving  stand,  by 
I  Smith,  Whitcornb  &  Cook.  Their  plows 
i  are  becoming  a  great  favorite  among  the 
;  farmers.  We  have  also  Stafford  &  Hol- 
I  den's  Fork  Factory,  Holden's  Factory — 
Dr.  McCroft,  proprietor :  Makers  of  Tin 
i      Ware:  J.       Jackman,  Geo.  J  Reynolds. 

W.  C.  Durkee,  Coffins  &  Caskets:  Shep- 
;  lee  (S:  Jones  ;  Harnesses,  C.  La  Paige,  ^L 
i  B.  McCrillis.  Boots  &  Shoes,  J.  Porter, 
j  CD.  Shurdeft".  Sash,  Blinds  &  Doors, 
I"  Soi/f/i,  J.  S.  Robinson.  Abel  Wood  : 
'  Woolen  Goods,  William  Moorcroft — are 
]  our  minor  manufactures  :  Sec  U^il/on's 
!  Register,  1881  ;  our  chief  business  being 
■:  the  Granite  Works,  a  notice  of  which  will 
!  appear  by  the  parties  themselves,  or  some 
'•      representative  from  their  numbers. 

:         We  have  a  very  efficient 

')  I-IRE  COMPANY 

i  of  sixty  stalwart  young  men,  with  a  first- 
class  hand  engine,  that  took  the  hrst  prize 
at  a  trial  made  in  Burlington  a  few  years 

I  since. 

.  Barre  has  a  Lodge  of  Good  Templars  in 
|.      successful  operation,  which  promises  to  be 
of  great  benefit  to  the  people. 

;  BAKRE  CORNET  BAND, 

;  well  organized,  is  Under  the  present  lead- 
ership of  Dr.  Clarence  B.  Putnam.  This 
■  Band  v/as  organized  sev  eral  years  before 
;  the  late  war,  and  was  af  that  time  one  of 
the  best  in  the  State.  Early  in  the  war 
i  they  volunteered  to  go  as  a  Band,  were  ac- 
\      cepted,  and  served  during  the  war. 

They  did  not  all  return.  Some  were 
left  to  occupy  a  grave  in  the  Southern 
•  States.  G.  B.  Putnam,  who  resigned  the 
office  of  Postmaster  to  go  and  stxxQ  his 
country,  now  rests  in  an  unknown'  grave. 
He  v,  as  the  father  of  the  present  leader  of 
the  Band. 

Those  wlio  belonged  to,  and  went  as 
I      members,  were  H.  Warner  French,  leader ; 


A.  B.  Fisher,  P.  Parker  Page,  Geo.  Beck- 
ley,  Albert  Wood,  James  Averill,  John  W. 
Averill,  Geo.  Blanchard,  Wm.  Clark,  G. 

B.  Putnam,  Wm.  Olds.  With  some  few 
exceptions,  the  Band  has  been  in  prac- 
tice ever  since  the  war,  and  some  of  the 
veterans  still  occupy  prominent  places  in 
the  same. 

BARRE  BOYS  IN  THE  WEST. 

Barre  has  furnished  its  full  share  of 
yomig  men  who  have  gone  West  to  earn  a 
living,  and  build  up  the  land  of  their  adop- 
tion. Among  the  more  successful  we 
might  mention  Henry  Wood,  son  of  Still- 
man  Wood,  Esq.,  a  merchant.  He  has 
traveled  in  Europe  a  year  ;  is  the  owner  of 
real  estate  in  Chicago  which  yields  a  good- 
ly income,  and  of  a  handsome  cottage  on 
Scituate  Beach,  in  Massachusetts,  a  sum- 
mer residence.  Th.e  firm  of  Keith  Broth- 
ers, sons  of  Martin  Keith,  in  Chicago,  are 
also  ])arre  boys,  carry  on  a  wholesale  trade 
in  the  millinery  line,  are  among  wealthy 
and  leading  firms  in  Chicago.  Clark  I'p- 
ton;  late  Mayor  of  Wankegan,  111.,  was  a 
Barre  boy,  and  a  lawyer  of  more  than  com- 
mon ability.  Five  sons  of  Micah  French 
are  in  the  West,  working  to  lay  up  a  for- 
tune. It  is  said  to  be  much  easier  to  get 
up  a  large  party  of  intelligent  Barre  boys 
in  Chicago  than  in  Barre  itself  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

'  on(;e\'itv. 
Names  of  some  of  the  older  people  who 
have  died  in  town:  Abel  Camp,  aged 
92,  and  his  wife,  Abigail,  86;  Benjamin 
Wood,  86,  and  his  wife,  87  ;  Chapin  Keith, 
80,  and  his  wife,  86;  Mrs.  Sally  Willard, 
81;  Miss  Mary  Gale,  80;  Gould  Camp, 
92  ;  Robert  Parker,  83  :  John  Goldsbury, 
90,  and  his  wife,  So;  John  Wheaton,  95  ; 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Wheaton,  So  :^Luke  Oldf,^"' 
86;  Israel  Wood,  80;  Isaiah' Little,  84; 
Capt.  Wm.  Bradford,  86,  his  wife,  83; 
Anna  Bradford,  88  ;  Silas  Town,  88  :  Reu- 
ben Nichols,  83;  Samuel  Cook,  94;  Dan- 
iel Kinney,  82 ;  xMrs.  Judith  Wood,  83; 
Polly  Cook,  81  :  Alvah  Wood,  84,  his  wife, 
83;  Otis  P>ench,  89;  Jerra  Richardson, 
82 ;  Jerry  Batchelder,  83 ;  Mrs.  John 
Thompson,  83 ;  Mrs.  Nancy  Barber,  84 ; 
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j<imes  Knowhind,  85  ;  Mrs.  Dudley  Ster- 
!int(,  92:  Thomas  Town,  84;  Jonathan 
CI.iHin.  84  ;  Joseph  Sterling^  Plina  VVhea- 
wn,  83-  '  <^-> 

The  above  list  might  be  greatly  ex- 
tt-nded  'f  time  now  permitted. 

June  27,  1881. 

Names  of  people  now  living  in  town 
whose  ages  arc  80  years  and  upw^ards— so 
jar  as  we  can  learn  :  I.ucy  Davis,  97  years 
old;  Hetty  Wiiley,  93  ;  Eleanor  Needham, 
94;  Lucy  Wood,  95:  Delia  French,  86: 
Hannah  French,  85;  Louis  Dana,  85: 
Jonathan  F.ancroft,  87  ;  Aaron  Ashley,  81  : 
Freedom  Homes,  83;  P'isher  Homes,  81  ; 
Ciiarlotte  Goldsbury,  81  :  Sally  Gale,  86; 
Samuel  liurns,  87  ;  Xathaniel  Lawson,  82  : 
Justus  Ketchum,  Si,:  Cynthia  Hooker,  82  ; 
Joseph  Xorris,  Si;  Peter  Nichols,  81; 
Maiy  Noyes,  87;  Achsa  Richardson,  81  ; 
Lemuel  Richardson,  81  ;  Betsey  Water- 
uian,  Si  :  Rodney  Bradford,  81  ;  Sarah 
Cox,  84:  Susan  Chamberlin,  84:  ^^ason 
Carpenter,  82;  Josiah  Beckett,  86;  Lucy 
I^awson,  83;  Otis  Durkee,  80;  Mrs.  Car- 
roll Smith,^S6.  . 


his  labors  the  Craft  ov.  es  mucli  of  its  pros- 
]jerity.  Past  Masters  :  Alva  Eastman, 
Martin  Keith,  Webber  Tiiden,  Dr.  N.  W. 
Perry,  A.  A.  Owen,  Justin  H.  Blaisdell, 
Geo.  W.  Tiiden,  Henry  D.  Bean,  Hial  O. 
Hatcli.  Eli  Holden,  Henry  H.  W'etniore, 
Dr.  J.  Henry  Jackson. 

liAKIU':  LODGE, 

No.  929,  Knights  of  LIoxor,  was 
stituted  in  Barre,  March  4,  1878,  com- 
posed of  13  Cliarter  members :  George 
W.  Tiiden,  J.  H.  Jackman,  M.  D.,  E.  D. 
Blackwell,  J.  ^L  I'erry,  O.  H.  Reed,  W. 
iA.  Perry,  B.  W.  Ikaley,  M.  D.,  C.  A. 
jCale,  m'  D.,  E.  D.  Sabin,  Henry  Priest, 
F.  P.  Thurber.  J.  G.  Morrison,  L.  J. 
Mack,  and  the  officers  of  the  lodge  were, 
Henry  Priest,  Dict;'.tor  ;  E.  D.  Blackwell, 
V.  D.;  J.  G.  Morrison,  A.  D.  ;  B.  W. 
Braley,  G.  ;  W.  A.  Perry,  R.  ;  J.  M. 
Perry,  F.  R.  ;    O.  }I.  Reed,  T.  ;  L.J. 


Jackson,  C.  ;  George  W.  Tiiden,  P.  D. 

The  lodge  met  in  Masonic  Hall  unlil 
Feb.  I,  1879,  after  which  they  rented  and 
furnished  a  hall  in  Jackman's  block,  where 
GRANITE  LODGE  F.  .'c  A.  M.  |  they  Still  remain.    Meeting  the  2d  and  4th 

was  chartered  January  11.  1855.  to  John  '  Monday  evenings  of  each  month. 
Twing,  Otis  Peck,  James  Hale,  Maynard  I     The  lodge  has  been  alwa\s  in  a  flour- 


French,  Adolphns  Thurston,  S.  W.  I^avis,  I  ishing  condition 


first  organized, 


Martin  Keith  and  their  associates.  The  1  there  being  an  average  addition  of  20 
tirst  three  principal  officers  installed  were  1  members  each  year.  The  lodge  is  under 
.Viva  Eastman,  W.  ^L,  Martin  Keith,  S.  |  the  jurisdict'  ?n  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
W'.,  We!)ber  Tiiden,  J.  W.  ;  and  Clark  i  State,  but  makes  reports  direct  to  tlie  Su- 
Holden  was  the  first  vSecretary  elected  by  j  preme  Lodge,  and  also  sends  all  money  for 
tiie  Lodge.  The  organization  has  been  in  |  widows'  and  orphans'  benefit  fund  direct 
good  working  order  from  the  first,  and  its  |  to  the  Supreme  treasurer,  the  Supreme 
membership  steadily  increased  with  the  I  lodge  only  having  power  to  pay  out  money 
growth  of  the  place,  being  now  125.  They  |  on  death  benefits.  There  has  been  twelve 
have  a  pleasant  and  commodious  lodge-  ;  assessments  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
room  in  the  old  Tiiden  Block.  The  lodge  ;  1881,  making  only  six  dollars  paid  for  each 
have  ever  given  ready  attention  to  the  |  thousand  dollars  insurance.  When  the 
calls  of  charity,  caring  for  a  sick  and  needy  j  Order  was  smaller  and  also  in  the  time  of 
brother,  and  distributing  to  the  wants  of  a  ;  the  yellow  fever  south,  there  were  assess- 
i'rulhcr"s  widow  and  orphans.    Measures  '  mcnts  amounting  to  eight  dollars  per  thou- 


hiive  recently  been  taken  to  provide  a  l->u- 
rial  fund  m  the  benefits  of  which  the  fatn- 
ily  of  every  member  ndgh.!;  share.  Thir- 
teen masters  have  been  elected  by  the 
lodge  since  its  organization  :  of  these  Geo. 
W.  Tiiden  held  ihc-  office  7  years,  and  to 


sand.  Three  deaths  have  occurred  in  the 
Order  in  Barre  Lodge  since  its  organiza- 
tion:  I'rank  P.  Thurber  Dec.  3,  1879, 
Thonr.vs  McGovern  Nov,  4,  1S80,  and  C. 
H.  Chamberlin,  M.  D.,  Feb.  22,  iSSi. 
A  death  benefit  of  ($2,000)  two  thousand 


I 
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dollars  each  was  paid  to  their  faniihcs  very 
soon  after  the  death  of  these  members, 
and  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  famihes. 
The  lodge  now  consists  of  68  members 
and  is  constantly  increasing.  The  present 
ofikers  arc  W.  C.  Nye,  D. ;  L.  W.  Scott, 
V.  D. ;  Lev/is  Keith,  A.  D. ;  George  M. 
Goss,  R. ;  George  P.  Boyce,  F.  R. ;  B. 
W.  Braley,  T. ;  A.  C;  Reed,  C. ;  C.  A. 
Wheaton,  Guide  ;  William  Clark,  Guar- 
dian;  W.  L.  Huntington,  S.  ;  O.  H. 
Reed,  P.  D. 

'Our  lodge  is  free  from  debt;  the  hall 
nicely  and  tastefully  furnished.  A  new 
Prescott  organ  purchased  this  spring  stands 
in  the  hall,  and  we  have  a  surplus  of 
$200  ill  the  treasury ;  our  best  citizens 
are  its  members,  and  we  predict  for  the' 
Knights  of  Honor  in  this  place  a  green 
and  flourishing  old  age. 

TOWN  OFFICERS  FROM   1870  tO  1880. 
ItY  C.  HOLBK.V.  TOWX  CI-EliK. 

RepresenTatives :  \Vm.  E.  WHiitcomb, 
1870;  Wm.  A.  Boyce,  1872;  Eli  Holdcn, 
1874;  Jacob  S.  Spaulding,  1876;  J.  Henry 
Jackson,  187S;  Henry  Priest,  iSSo. 

Town  Clerks  :  Carlos  Carpenter,  J871  ; 
Clark  H olden,  1872-1881,  present  Town 
Clerk. 

First  Selectmen:  W.  C.  White,  1871, 
'74.  '75;  Augustus  Claflin,  1872,  '79, 
'80,  '81  ;  Ira  P.  Harrington,  1876,  '77,  78. 

Constables  :  N.  F.  Averill,  1S71 ,  '72,  '73  ; 
G.  I.  Jackson,  1S74,  '75,  '76;  Carlos  Car- 
penter, 1877;  L.  W.  Scott,  1S78,  '79,  '80; 
Ch^s.  L.  Currier,  1881. 

PAPER  OF  K.  L.  SMITH,  DEALER  IN  BARRE 
GRANITE. 

In  regard  to  the  statement  of  the  "quar- 
ries of  Barre,  I  cannot  give  a  very  definite 
one  in  regard  to  any  but  of  the  one  in 
which  I  am  interested.  This  one,  known 
as  the  Smith  &  Kimball  Quarry,  is  located 
upon  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  the  late 
Edward  J.  Parker,  consists  of  nearly  3 
acres,  and  has  not  been  fully  developed  as 
yet.     It  was  opened  in  the  summer  of 


stock.  Wc  claim  that  this  granite  is  equal 
to  any  for  monumental  and  polished  work; 
and  so  far  has  been  quite  easy  to  quarry, 
laying  in  large  sheets  of  more  than  ordinary 
thickness,  being  covered  with  soil  to  the 
depth  of  4.  feet  in  many  places,  and  tlie 
top  sheets  are  found  to  be  nearly  as  good 
and  clean  as  those  underneath,  which  is 
not  often  the  case. 

We  have  made  no  public  monuments, 
nor  furnished  stock  for  any  pubhc  build- 
ings. We  ship  stock  in  the  rough  to  quite 
an  extent  to  Burlington,  V^t.,  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  X^i^nville,  Pa.,  and  numerous  other 
points ;  am  now  furnishing  granite  for  a 
bank  building,  to  be  erected  in  Danville, 
Pa.,  to  the  amount  of  1 500  cubic  feet ;  have 
a  contract  to  furnish  the  stock  for  a  large 
monument  to  be  erected  in  Boston,  Mass., 
which  will  take  nearly  1000  cubic  feet. 
One  piece  alone  is  to  be  9.^  fl.  square  and 
2  ft.,  thick;  w-ill  weigh  nearly  20  tons. 
If  we  had  facilities  for  handling  and  draw- 
ing, we  could  cjuarry  a  block  of  any  de- 
sired si/e.  We  employ  now  upon  an  avemgc 
about  15  quarrymen,  and  the  number  of 
cutters  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  S.  Kimball, 
(works  are  located  at  Montpelicr,  Vt.), 
and  Smith  &  Wells,  Barre,  Vt.,  must  num- 
ber at  least  30.  We  make  any  kind  of 
work  to  be  made  in  ji:ranite,  from  rough 
underpinning  to  a  nice  polished  monument ; 
value  of  stock  taken  from  quarry  at  least 
$10, coo;  amour';  of  finished  work  made 
during  year  ending  June  ist,  1881,  by  E. 
L.  Smith  &  Smith  &  Wells  (Mr.  Wells  be- 
came a  partner  in  March,  1881),  about 
$12,000. 

I  consider  this  (granite)  business  es- 
tablished upon  a  sound  basis,  w^hich  I 
think  will  increase  in  time  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  industries  of  our  State.  Barre 
granite  is  second  to  none,  and  when  once 
introduced  will  recommend  itself. 

There  are  at  present  8  quarries  opened, 
which  are  worked  to  quite  an  extent  in 
town,  namely:  "  Cobble  Hill,""  owned  by 
E.  L.  Smith  &  P.  C.  Wheaton,  now  work- 
1879,  t»y  E.  J.  Parker,  but  not  w^orked  to  |  ed  by  P.  C.  Wheaton.  This  is  of  a  rather 
any  extent  until  the  spring  of  i88c,  since  j  light  gray,  and  is  probably  the  best  place 
which  there  has  been  taken  away  from  the  I  in  Vermont  to  quarry  stone  for  under  - 
quarry  not  far  from  20,000  feet  of  working  !  pinning,  being  quite  rifty,  so  that  it  can 
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leadilv  be  split  in  pieces  8  in.  thick,  2  It. 
wide  and  20  ft.  long.  If  is  strong,  and  is 
of  llie  very  best  material  for  building  work, 
i:ijrl)ing,  etc.,  which  can  be  found. 

*•  Hat  rington  Quarry,"''  owned  and  work- 
i-d  by  li  J  P.  Harrington,  wlio  has  long 
been  in  tlic  granite  Ixusiness,  upon  which 
he  is  now  doing  quite  an  amount  of  work 
in  filling  orders  for  rough  stock.  From 
these  two  quarries  came  the  stock  for  the 
State  House.  They  have  been  opened,  1 
should  judge,  .some  50  or  60  years.  Mr.  E.  i 
Hcwett  formerly  worked  the  Cobble  Hill 
Quarry,  and  upon  the  State  House  being 
rebuilt,  he  quarried  quite  an  amount  of 
blocks,  to  replace  those  injured  by  hre.  It 
was  near  here  that  Charles  Keith  lost  his 
life,  while  assisting  in  drawing  one  of  those 
large  blocks  of  granite  up  hill  where  they 
had  to  use  ropes  and  blocks,  a  block  giving 
away,  and  crushing  him  so  that  he  died 
soon  after.  This  is,  so  fai  as  1  know,  the 
only  fatal  accident  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  town  in  connection  with  granite 
working,  but  numerous  have  been  the 
narrow  escapes  from  a  fatal  one  by  pre- 
mature explosion  of  blasts,  falling  of  der- 
ricks, etc.  These  two  are  the  only  old 
quarries  of  note,  in  town,  and  w'hile  they 
have  been  worked  long,  yet  consisting  as 
they  do  of  large  extent,  there  is  no  ex- 
haustion of  material,  but  on  the  contrary, 
plenty  of  it  and  easy  of  access. 

The  Carnes  Quarry,  at  J-^ast  Bane,  is 
worked  by  Williani  Carnes,  who  has  a 
shop,  and  finishes  up  his  stock  neatly. 

'*  The  Eastman  Quarry  "has  been  opened 
.some  4  or  5  years,  and  wliile  it  has  not 
been  worked  to  a  large  extent,  it  is  good 
stock,  and  may  prove  to  be  one  of  the  best 
in  town. 

Levi  Keith  has  a  quarry  opened  which  is 
called  fair  stock, 'not  developed  to  any 
great  extent, 

Bigelow  Quarry,  uj.^on  the  farm  of  John 
Bigelcw,  was  opened  about  6  years  ago, 
and  Ls  nov/  worked  by  John  Collins.  There  | 
is  a  chance  for  quite  an  ejctensive  quarry,  j 
and  it  may  prove  to  be  one  of  the  princi-  j 
pal  quarries  in  town,  itoigh  the  grain  is 
not  quite  so  fine  and  dark  as  some. 

"  Mann  Quarry,"  owned  and  worked  by 


Geo.  Mann,  has  been  opened  some  3  years, 
is  of  the  best  grain  and  color,  but  as  yet 
the  stock  has  been  rather  hard  to  quarry  to 
advantage,  the  sheets  not  laying  so  free 
and  even  as  in  some  of  the  other  quarries. 

The  quarry  of  .Messrs,  Wetmore  &  Morse 
is  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  in  town 
and  has  been  worked  nearly  20  years  ;  was 
formerly  worked  by  J.  E.  Parker,  and  has 
been  owned  and  worked  by  Wetmore  & 
Morse  about  4  years.  This  is  good  stock, 
and  lays  in  large  sheets,  and  of  late  has 
been  more  extensiveh'  Avorked  than  any 
quarry  in  town.  I  estimate  that  they  must 
have  taken  from  this  quarry  during  the  4 
years  at  least  45,000  ft.  of  working  stock 
and  to  appearance  there  is  none  the  less 
remaining.  E.  L.  Smith. 

Barre,  June  27,  i"S8i. 

.STATExViEXT  OV  \Y.  G.  PAKKER's  QUARRY 
AND  WORKS, 

opened  Oct.  29,  1880,  began  carrying  on 
granite  business  Nov.  1,1873;  v/orkmen  em- 
plo}  ed  from  three  to  six  ;  has  shipped  gran- 
ite monuments  to  Wisconsin,  Michigan, 
Ohio,  New  York  and  Massachusetts:  also 
in  Vermont;  amount  of  exports  varying 
from  $1,000  to  $2,000. 

PAPERS  FROM  CHAS.  A.  S.MITH. 
TlIK  KIIIST  OUAMTE  SnOi"  BAKKE. 

J.  S.  Collins  came  to  Barre  in  1872,  and 
opened  a  shop  for  the  working  of  granite 
at  the  south  end  of  the  village,  where  he 
has  since  corJnued  the  business.  This 
was  the  first  shop  of  the  kind  opened  in 
the  village,  and  Mr.  C.  was  the  pioneer  of 
the  business  of  working  granite  for  mon- 
umental purposes  here.  He  at  present 
employs  five  cutters  at  his  shop  and  three 
men  on  the  quarry,  which  he  opened  in 
1S76,  and  which  is  known  as  the  Bigelow 
Quarry.  Though  the  business  done  by 
Mr.  Collins  is  less  than  that  of  some  of  his 
competitors  in  town,  yet  tlie  excellence  of 
the  work  which  he  was  the  first  to  send 
out  drew  attention  to  the  value  of  Barre 
granite  for  monumental  uses,  and  led  to 
the  development  of  the  business,  and  as  a 
skillful  master  workman,  he  has  taught  the 
trade  to  a  large  number,  who  as  propri- 
etors, or  as  workmen,  ply  the  trade  in 
other  shops. 
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:         Wetmore  &  Aforse  are  the  largest  deal- 
I      ers  in  granite  in  town;  their  shops,  situa- 
ted oil  the  west  of  the  R.  R.  near  the 

•  depot,  are  arranged  in  a  semi-circle  on 

■  either  side  of  the  branch  track  of  the  R.  R. 
i  .    with  a  derrick  so  located  as  to  raise  and 

move  stones  to  and  tVom  the  cars  and  to 
,  any  part  of  their  yards.  They  commenced 
t  business  in  1877,  in  a  sn?all  shed  near 
I      their  present. locatioji,  and  for  a  time  em- 

■  ployed  but  one  workm.an  beside  Mr. 
Morse.  In  iSSo,  they  employed  for  a 
time  85  workmen.  They  have  turned  out 
handsome  specimens  of  monumental  work. 
The  largest  job  upon  \vhich  they  have 

t      been  employed  vras  the  cutting  for  the 
!      Bowman  Mausoleum  at  Cuttingsville — the 
receipts  for  this  job  being  between  fifteen 
and  sixteen  thousand  dollars.    They  own 
.      and  work  the  quarry  known  as  the  J.  E, 

*  Parker  Quarry,  and  on  this  e]?"iplo}'  from 
!      ten  to  twenty  men. 

'  CARI-ETON  FAMILY. 

Rkv.  Hir.\m  Cari  ETON,  boru  in  Barre, 
July  J  3,  181 1  ;  graduated  at  Middlcbury 
College  in  1S33:  was  a  teacher  in  Shoie- 
ham,  1833-34;  studied  at  Andover  Theo. 
\      Sem.  1834-37  ;  pastor  of  the  Cong'l  Church 
{      in  Stowe  in  1818.    He  has  published  an 
Analysis  of  the  24th  chapter  of  Matthew. 
;      — Pier  son's  Catalogue  of  Middlcbury  Coll. 
:         Hiram  Carleton  was  the  seventh  son  of 
i      Jeremiah  and  Deborah  Carleton,  early  set- 
tlers in  this  town  ;  his  father,  Jeremiah 
Carleton,  died  Sept.    3,   1844,   and  his 
mother  Mar.  18,  1843.         has  living  in 
town  at  this  time  (18S1),  two  brotliers, — 
Jeremiah  Carleton,  2d,  born  Aug.  16,  1799  ; 
-  David  Carleton,  born  Sept.  2,  1809.  The 
former,  Jeremiah  2d,  is  father  of  Rev. 
Marcus  M.  Carleton,  a  missionary  of  the  j 
Presbyterian  Board,  in  Uniballah,  India; 
the  latter,  David,  is  father  of  Hiram  Carle- 
-ton,  Esq.,  now  of  Montpelier. 

There  were  10  children,  I  think,  in  the 
old  family.  The  Carietons  are  a  family  of 
/  more  than  average  ability  ;  with  some 
marked  peculiarities,  but  men  of  charac- 
ter. Rev.  Hiram  Carleton,  D.  D.,  is  now 
Rector  of  an  Episcopal  church  in  Wood's 
Hole,  Mass.  Rev.  Marcus  Carleton  of  Urn- ! 


ballah  married  Calista  Bradford,  daughter 
of  Rodney  Bradford  of  this  place.  Some 
ten  or  twelve  years  since  she  came  un- 
attended from  India  via.  San  Francisco, 
airiving  here  in  the  spring  of  1869,  with  5 
children,  the  eldest  hardly  in  his  teens, 
the  youngest  a  mere  babe.  Her  two  eld- 
est boys  fitted  for  college  in  the  Academy 
here  ;  entered.  Amherst  College,  (their 
fother  s  alma  ;uater,)  and  graduated  there  ; 
the  eldest  has  since  graduated  in  medicine 
from  the  College  of  Pliysicians  &  Surgeons 
in  N.  Y. ;  is  with  his  mother  ;  his  sisters, 
nov>'  grown  to  accomplished  young  ladies, 
are  soon  to  return  to  India;  the  2d  son 
has  a  position  in  the  Public  Library  in 
New  York. 

WILLIAM  CLARK, 

son  of  Dea.  Francis  Clark,  Senior,  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth  about  1840;  and  at 
Andover  Theol.  Sem.  ;  was  engaged  for 
several  years  as  a  teacher  in  Georgia ;  for 
a  time  settled  over  the  Cong,  church  at 
Orford,  N.  H.;  subsequently  went  under 
the  auspices  of  the  American  Board  of 
P'oreign  Missions  to  Turkey  ;  was  after- 
wards located  at  Milan,  Italy,  both  as  U. 
S.  Consul  and  as  the  head  of  an  educa- 
tional institution;  some  time  about  1872, 
returned  to  America  and  purchased  a  home 
in  Newbury,  Vt.,  which  he  fitted  up  in  a 
handsome  manner,  then.,  for  several  years, 
a  private  boardi  ig  school  for  young  ladies, 
known  as  "  Montebello,"  was  kept  up  by 
his  wife,  (who  was  a  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel Farrington,  of  Walden,  Vt.,)  and  their 
daughter  (an  only  child)  who  was  a  young 
lady  of  fine  accomplishments.  Mr.  Clark 
returned  to  Europe  about  1875  f^''  '7^' 
the  representative  of  a  New  York  business 
house,  and  has  since  been  for  the  most  of 
the  time  in  Germany.  .He  returned  a  year 
or  two  since  for  his  family,  who  returned 
with  him,  the  property  at  Newbury  being 
disposed  of.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  man  of  fine 
presence,  a  fine  scholar,  and  tiie  master  of 
several  languages. 

DR.  SOCRATES  SHERMAN, 

Native  of  Barre  ;  a  skillful  physician ; 
i  Medical  Director  of  the  Department  of 
!  Virginia  during  the  war  ;  Member  of  Con- 
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•Tcss  one  term,  and  at  t'ne  time  of  his  I 
f>  j 
ticath,  postmaster  of  Ogdensbnro  ;  died  at 

tlic  latter  place  in  1873. 

WILLIAM  A.  DODGE, 

son  of  Dea.  Natlianicl  Dodge,  graduated 
at  lU'.rliaglon  about  the  year  1844;  studied 
law;  lias  removed  from  town. 

MILITARY  RECORD  OF  BARRE. 

From  the  account  of  Charles  A.  Smith 
in  T]lc  Barre  Enterprise,  tlie  following, 
whose  graves  were  covered  with  flowers 
Decoration  day — last  month — were 

SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLlfTlON  : 

Major  Wm.  Bradford,  Abel  Camp,  Gould 
Camp,  Lemuel  Clark,  in  Barre  Cemetery ; 
Warren  Ellis,  Nathan  Harrington,  Capt, 
Asaph  Sherman,  Nath'l  Sherman,  Adol- 
phus  Thurston,  in  Williston  Cemetery  ;  and 
tl'.e  following 

SOLDI  i:Rs''iX  TilE  V/AR  OV   ]8l2  : 

David  W.  Aldrich,  Sylvanus  Aldrich,  John 
inincroft,  Wm.  Bassett,  William  Bradford, 
Jr.,  James  Britain,  Carver  B.ates,  Simon 
Briggs,  Simon  Barber,  Joel  Bullock,  Sam- 
uel Cook,  Otis  French,  Bartholomew 
French,  Bart.  French,  Jr.,  David  French, 
John  Gale,  Israel  (iale,  John  Hillery,  Joel 
Holden,  Reuben  Lamb,  Robert  Parker, 
William  Robinson,  Danforth  Reed,  B.  C. 
Smith,  Silas  Town,  Thomas  Town,  John 
Wood,  John  Willson,  Thomns  Willson, 
Ellman  Waterman,  in  Barre  Cefnetery ; 
Joe  Adams,  Josiah  Allen,  Asa  Boutwell, 
Kli  Boutwell,  Asa  Blanchard,  Joseph 
Dodge,  Dan  Howland,  Eli  Holden,  Davis 
Harrington,  Humphrey  Holt,  Amos  Jones, 
Robert  iMorse,  James  Nichols,  Peter 
Nichols,  David  Richardson,  Baxter  Ster- 
ling, Joe  Sterling,  Asaph  Sherman,  Jona- 
th.an  Sherman,  lienj.  Thompson,  Joseph 
Thompson,  Marston  Watters  :  In  Mexi- 
can WAR  Charle.^A.  Bigelow,  in  Williston 
Cemetery. 

BARRE  CGMt'AXV  FOR  PLATTSRURGH. 
BY  STILLSrAN  WOOD. 

The  Militar}-  Company  of  Volunteers 
tiiat  left  Barre  for  Burlington  for  ihe  batde 
ot  Plattsburgh  consisted  of  J17  men. 
This  number  took  almost  the  entire  set  of 
young  men  whose  ages  were  suitable  for 
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I  military  duty,  with  a  few  old  revolutionary 
soldiers  who  felt  they  would  like  to  have  a 
hand  in  one  more  battle  v/ith  the  red  coats. 
The  farmer  left  his  farm,  the  mechanic  his 
shop,  and  the  merchant  his  store  to  join 
in  the  common  defence,  and  beat  back  an 
invading  foe.  Wh.en  the  news  came  that 
the  British  were  about  to  cross  the  river 
and  enter  Plattsburgh,  the  excitement  was 
intense ;  to  arms,  was  the  universal  re- 
sponse. i\Icn  gathered  immediately  from 
all  parts  of  the  town,  and  formed  a  com- 
pany : 

Military  Roll  of  Barre  Company  of  Vol- 
n nicer s  in  the  I  Tar  of  1812. 
OrEiCERS:  Warren  Elhs,  Capt. ;  Na- 
than Stone,  ist  lieut. ;  Armin  Rockwood, 
2d  Lieut.;  Peter  Nichols,  Ensign;  A. 
Sherman.,  M.  Sherman,  B.  French,  C. 
Bancroft,  Sergeants.  Corporals  :  PvToses 
Rood,  1st,  Samuel  Nichols,  3d,.  _P. 
Thompson,  4th,  Wm.  Ripley,  2d.  Pri- 
vates: E.  B.  Gale,  Sam1  Cook,  Daniel 
Parker,  John  M.  Willard,  Chs.  Robinson, 
Elijah  Robinson,  1.  L.  Robinson,  Je'k. 
Richards,  John  Farwell,  Silas  Spear,  Otis 
PTench,  Jona.  Markum,  Andrew  Davey, 
John  Richards,  Thomas  Mower,  Thomns 
Browning,  John  Howland,  Jona.  Sherman,' 
Noah  Holt,  Oramel  Beckley,  Horace  Beck- 
ley,  Asa  Dodge,  Wm.  Arbuckle,  Saml. 
Mitcliell,  Josiah  Allen,  A.  Bagley,  James 
Hale,  Enos  '  'own,  Jacob  Scott,  Comfort 
Smith,  Sylvanus  Goldsbury,  William 
Goldsbury,  Shubael  Smith,  Amos«  Jones, 
I.saiah  Little,  Asa  Blanchard,  Henry 
Smith,  Ansel  Patterson,  B.  Ingraham, 
Aaron  Rood,  William  Bradford,  B}- 
ron  Potter,  Danforth  Reed,  Emery  Ful- 
ler, Willard  Keith,  J.  Penniman,  Nathan- 
iel Batchelder,  Isaac  Gale,  Jesse  Mor- 
ris, Silas  Willard,  R.  R.  Keith,  Benjamin 
Burke,  Thomas  Tovvn,  Ira  Day,  Geo.  S. 
Woodard,  Stephen  P^reeman,  Gideon 
Downing,  Stephen  Carpenter,  Jonathan 
Smitii,  Nathan  Stephens,  A.  West,  John 
Bancroft,  Amos  Holt,  M.  Brown  Dodge, 
R.  W.  Ketchum,  John  Thompson,  James 
Britain,  Orson  Smith,  Wm.  Howard,  Ben- 
jamin Richards,  D.  W.  Averill,  C.  Bates, 
Doane  Cook,- Richard  Smith,  Josiah  Bid- 
J  i.--  -j   i  •  y 
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well,  Andrew  Conant,  Natlvl  Jiatchelder, 
Jr.,  Calvin  Howes,  Sherman  Watson^ 
Thomas  Parker,  Petei  Johonnott,  Calvin 
Smith,  Jolm  S.  Willard,  Joseph  Sterling, 
Ira  Ellis,  C.  \\'atson,  Samuel  Lawson, 
Cyiiis  Parljer,  Josepli  Glidden,  Seth  Beck- 
ett, John  Twing,  Parley  Batchelder,  Josiah 
Leonard,  M.  Bussell,  Wm.  Batchelder, 
Wm.  Bassett,  David  Sherbiirn.  Isaac  Sal- 
ter, Asa  Patridge.  S.  Rice,  Jr.,  J.  Nich- 
ols, J.  S.  Thompson,  Xeheniiah  Boutwell, 
Lev.is  Peck,  Joel  Holden,  Wm.  Chuljb, 
David  Richardson,  Guy  C,  Nichols,  Jona. 
G.  Chaplin,  John  Gale,  and  I 'liny  Whea- 
ton. 

The  company  went  mostly  on  foot,  and 
arrived  at  Burlington  on  Saturday.  The 
battle  of  Platt.^burg  v/as  fought  on  Sunday, 
but  for  lack  of  transportation,  few,  if  any, 
of  the  company  had  a  hand  in  it,  and  on 
the  same  day  there  being  a  na\  al  battle  on 
the  lake,  h\  which  the  Ihilish  foe  were 
beaten,  and  retreated  to  Canada,  there 
being  no  further  necessity  for  defence,  no 
foe  to  fight,  niost  of  our  men  came  back 
without  crossing  the  lake.  Some,  how- 
ever, went  over,  and  some  enlisted  in  the 
regular  army. 

This  company  of  stalwart  young  men, 
after  returning  to  their  respective  homes 
and  occupations,  in  after  life  filled  many 
places  of  honor  and  trust  in  town,  and 
many  of  them  acquired  miiitar\'  titles  bv 
being  elected  to  office  in  the  respective 
coni]^anie.s  to  wluch  they  severally  be- 
longecbin  the  State  militia.  In  tliose  days 
to  gain  the  title  of  captain  was  considered 
worthy  of  a  laudable  ambition,  and  gave  a 
man  notoriety  not  otherwise  easily  at- 
tained. But  that  company  of  strong  young 
men,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  have  now  all, 
ex'cept  one,  passed  over  the  silent  river  to  I 
the  land  of  peace  beyond.  Our  neighbor 
Jonathan  Bancroft,  who  was  then  i6  years 
old,  went  as  teamster  and  carried  baggage 
for  the  company.  He  is  now  84,  and  is 
probably  the  only  man  now  living  who 
went  to. Burlington  at  that  time.  About  | 
one-half  of  these  i:\^:n  h.wc  descendants  | 
or  relatives  now  living  in  town,  and  of  the  \ 
rest,  their  families  have  become  extinct,  j 
or  removed  to  parts  far  distant  from  Barre.;  1 


WAR  liKPORT, 
FROM  AVOCSTUS  CI-AKI,TV, 

Chainnmi  of  tJic  Board  of  Selectmen  in  1S75, 
for  iJiat  year. 
■■  Whole  number  of  tlnee  years  men  en- 
listed and  credited  to  the  town,  125;  one 
year  men,  21  ;  nine  months  men,  38; 
drafted  men  held  to  service,  17;  Total, 
201.  Of  the  17  drafted  men,  8  furnished 
substitutes,  8  paid  commutation  money, 
and  one  only  entered  the  service.  The  num- 
ber of  men  who  were  killed  or  died,  was 
33:  the  nvnnber  wounded  and  living.  15; 
Albert  Gobar,  a  bounty  jumper  who  after- 
wards returned  under  the  President's  pro- 
clamation of  pardon,  is  the  only  deserter 
reported.  Bounties  were  paid  to  :  23  men 
iCo.'B,  loth  Reg.,  raised  by  subscription. 
,^57:;;  to  29  nine  months  men,  $25  each, 
by  subscription,  $700;  to  fo  nine  nionths 
men,  $50  each,  ,^500;  to  28  three  years 
nien,  $300 each,  ^^8,400  ;  to  14  three  months 
men,  $200  each,  $2,800;  to  Albert  and 
Alson  French,  twin  brothers,  one  of  whom 
was  drafted,  and  the  other  enlisted  to  be 
i  with  him,  $600;  to  C.  H.  Rich;irdson, 
I  who  re-enlisted,  $300;  to  19  i  year  men, 
$11,060,00  ;  to  2  men  mustered  at  Wind- 
sor, $1,225;  to  I  colored  recruit,  $400; 
to  9  navy  men,  ^7,200;  to  Byron  Carlton, 
James  Powers,  C.  Woodward,  $1,524.50; 
to  those  who  went  in  2d  Reg.  Vt.  Vols., 
June,  1861,  by  subscrip.  $55.00;  total 
$35,346.85. 

The  total  expense  to  the  town  for  select- 
men's and  surgeons'  services  for  subsist- 
ence of  recruits  and  otl;er  expenses  inci- 
dental to  raising  the  Cjuota  of  troops  under 
different  calls,  is  given  at  $35,995.24; 
total  public  expense  ^^7 1,336-09.  Money 
was  paid  by  individuals  as  follows  :  amount 
paid  by  enrolled  m.en  who  furnished  sub- 
stitutes, $600 ;  amount  paid  by  drafted 
men  who  furnished  substitutes,  $2,600; 
amount  paid  by  drafted  men  as  commuta 
tion,  $2,400;  total  $5,600. 


Oh  the  p.i'^e  in  fame 

Docs  the  Soulier's  valor  bioom 
Brighter  than  the  rcses 

Cast  upon  hi;;  tomb. 


i 
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II  E   Dec.  II,  '63.  Aug.  25,  '65. 


Dec. 
Dec. 


'63- 
'63- 


Aug.  9,  '6j 


2 

10  B 

6  B 

5  E 

6  F 

10  B 
2  I) 

4  G 
10  B 


Dec.  15, 
June  20, 
Sept.  I, 


'63. 
'61. 
'62. 


Tan. 

■fan, 


SOLDIERS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1861. 
BY  CHAS.  A,  SSI,ITli.  \ 

'Vhe  loHowing  is  a  list  of  the  men  furnished  by  the  town  under  the  different  calls 
for  troops,  including  those  who  were  drafted,  paid  commutation,  or  furnished  sub- 
.stitutc;; : 

Jl^ff.  C<'.    Mvftered  in.      DiscJiarged.  Keinarks. 
10  ]>   Sept.  I,  '62.   June  22,  '65.  Pro.  2    Lt.  Co.  D.  Jon.  26,  'G3  ; 

I  St  Lieut.  Co.  E.  Jan.  17,  '64  ; 
Capt.  Co.  G.  Dec.  19,  '64,  enlist, 
reg.  armv  in  '65  ;  now  Capt. 
Trans.^to  Co.  V.  R.  C.  July  26,  '64, 
Co.  D.  June  24,  '64  ;   after  to 
Co.  A. 
Trans.  Co.  D.  Jan.  21,  '65. 
Wound,  at  Winch.  Va.  losing  part 
of  one  fool ;  in  Iiospital  tilt  close 
of  war. 
lNluster<_d  out. 
Pro.  corp.  pro.  sergt. 
Sick;   disch'd  Nov.  16,  '64;  died 
soon  at  home. 

Discharged  June  30,  '62. 
Pro.  corp.,  sergt.,  Dec.  28,  '63  ;  k'd 

Wilderness  May  '64. 
DiscJiarged  on  sickness, 
Pro.  scrg  ;  wounded  ;   missing  in 

battle  May  10,  '64. 
Dischtirgevl  April  22,  '63. 
Dishc'd  on  acct.  of  wounds  rec'd  in 

Aug.  '64. 
Pro.  corp.,  scrg.,  must,  cut  Sept. 

20,  '64. 
Died  Oct.  6,  '63. 
Trans,  tc  Co.  D.,  to  E.,  to  A. 
Mustered  out  May  20,  '65. 
Trans,  to  V.  R.  C.,  must,  out  July 

24,  '65.  Served  in  Band. 
Died  May  30,  'oj. 

Sergt ;  re-enlisted  Dec.  '63  in  Stli 
Keg.;    serving  in  the  B?.nd  ; 
must,  out  Jan.  28,  '65. 
Trans,  to  Co.  D.  to  E.  to  A. 
Turns,  o  Co.  D.  Jan.  21,  '65. 
Chosen  corp.  Pro.  s'gt.,  taken  pris. 


\aines. 
Lf-muel  A.  Abbott, 


.Armory  Allen, 


Henry  Averill, 
J.nncs  W.  Averill, 


John  W.  Averill, 
James  T.  Bacon, 
\).\n  Barker, 

Davis  H.  P.ates, 
Alberto.  Bates, 
Peter  N.  Bates, 

Cliauncey  \V.  Beals, 
<  >rrin  Beckley,  Jr., 

Joel  }>ill, 

John  Blanchard, 

Origin  A.  Blanchard, 

James  M.  Boyce, 
Charles  PI.  Bassett, 
Albert  G.  Bates, 
George  I.  Beckley, 

Charles  A.  Bigelow, 
tieoru;e  W,  Blanchard, 


Feb.  iS,  '62. 
Oct.  i^,  'Ci. 


Sept. 
June, 


Oct.  20, 
Sept.  I, 


02. 
'6f. 

'61. 
'62. 


'65. 
'64. 


'64. 


Feb.  22, 


Albert  P.  Boutwell. 

Edwin  M.  Bowmari, 
Clarence  A.  Brackett, 
Geo,  l^adore, 
Frederick  J.  Barnes, 
Calvin  Bassett, 
Origin  Bates, 
Ira  B.  Bradford, 
Clark  Boutwell. 
Albert  j.  Burrill, 
J.  K.  Bancioit, 
V.'arrcn  Barnes, 
Kinibal  Blanchard, 
I  ram  II.  Camp, 
I^avid  G.  Carr, 
by  ton  Carlton, 
Almon  Ciai-k, 


jRnrv  L.  Clark, 
}Vil!;am  Clark, 
'A  iliiani  Co.v, 


Aiicit  E.  CuttSj 
Frank  E.  Cutts, 
Nathan  J.  Camp, 


Sept.  20,  '61. 


Sept.  I, 
Dec.  II, 
Apr. 
Dec. 

Apr. 
Oct. 


'62. 

12,  '6-1. 
15.  '63- 


25,  05. 


July 


Aiig. 
AuiJ-. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Apr. 

Oct.  4,  '62.     July  21, 


'63- 
'63- 
'64. 


16,  '6q. 


Oct.  4,  '62. 


Aug.  5, 
July  21, 


10  B 


June  20, 
Oct.  15, 
Feb.  18, 


'61. 
'61. 
'62. 


Seived  as  drummer. 

Drafted,  p'd  comnmtation. 
Procured  substitute. 

Pro.  corp.  must,  out  Ju.  29,  '64. 
Discharged  Jan.  21,  '62. 
Must,  out  Jan.  22,  '64,  re-en, 
As't.  Surg.  Com.  Aug.  11,  '62,  pro, 


6  F 


Bai 


9 

"  E 
D 


Sept.  I,  '62. 

Oct.  15,  '61. 
Aug.  20,  '64. 
Aug.  S,  '64. 
Aug.  17,  '64. 
Oct.  22,  '62. 


June  22,  '65. 

June  [5,  '65. 
Jujic  13,  '65. 

Aug.  5,  '63. 


sur.  cav.  Mar.  6, 
Aug.  9,  '65. 
Died,  Jan.  29,  '63. 


'6; ;  mast,  out 


Missing  in  action.  May  5,  '6.4. 


Pro.  Corp.  Nov.  12,  '6: 
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^'aines.  Reij.  Co.     Mustered  in.  IHxcharged. 

Mason  B.  Carpenter,  13  I  Oct.  4,  '62,  July  21,  '6" 
Orvis  Carpenter,  "    '*  "  * 


David  G.  Can, 
7  Albert  F.  Dodge, 

C  Leroy  Dodge, 
/  Lewis  H.  Dodge, 
j    Luther  C.  Dodge, 
\   Nelson  E.  Dodj^e, 
\ 

]  Wesley  Dodge, 

Jason  Drury, 

Andrew  J.  Dudley, 
Willis  P.  Durkee^ 
Chas.  Davis, 
Alfred  DeuOjUet, 
Henry  M.  Dudley, 

John  M.  Durant, 
Moses  Duso, 
Williiun  H.  Duval, 
Henry  A.  Dow, 
Alson  Downintr, 
Chas.  F.  DurriU, 
Edward  P.  Evan?, 
Ira  W.  Evans, 

Perley  Farrar, 
Joseph  W.  Fisher, 
Erastus  D.  French, 
Orlaiulo  French, 
Alfred  B.  Fisher, 
Albert  French. 
Henry  W.  French, 
Charles  G.  French, 
Abou  French, 
Henry  P.  Gale, 
Geo.  W.  Goodrich, 
John  Gabbaree, 
Albert  Gobar, 
Fred.  M.  Gale, 

Ira  L.  Gale, 
Israel  Gilmot, 
John  A,  Goldslniry, 
Nathan  Harrington. 
Chas.  E.  L.  Hills, 
Eli  Holden, 


10  B    Sept.  I,  '62.     Mar.  21,  '64. 


2  D  Sept.  15.  '61. 

"  Apr.  12,  '62. 

"  "  Apr.  12,  '62. 

C  C  Nov.  19,  '61. 

S  E  Feb.  iS,  '62. 

2  D  Sept.  15,  '6 r. 

4  B  Sept.  20,  '6t. 

8  I  Dec.  15,  '63. 

17  H  May  10,  '64. 

*'   "  May  10,  '64. 

1 1  E  Dec.  1 1,  '6^. 
II  E 


Jan.  28,  '65. 
July  14,  '65. 


June  23,  '65. 
"Mav  23,  '6v 


13  I    Oct.  4,  '62.     July  21,  '63. 


10  B  Sept. 


4  U 

5  E 

c  c 

8  A 
5  E 
8  F 

1=;  I  ) 
15  E 
10  B 
2  D 
17  H 
17  H 
13  I 


Feb. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
May 
Dec. 
Sept. 
Mav 
Sept. 
June 
Mav 
Mav 
Dec. 


iS,  '62. 
JO,  '61. 
15,  '63. 
26,  '64. 
15,  '63. 
1 5, '62. 

12,  '64. 

I,  '6?. 

20,  '61. 
14.  '64. 
19,  '64. 

'63- 


2  Y)  Sept.  20,  '61, 
8  1:  Feb.  18,  '62. 
C  C   Nov.  19,  '6 1. 


Oct.  31,  '62. 
Jan.  29,  '65. 
May  13,  '65. 
Ran.  29,  '65. 
Aug.  5,  '63. 
May.  13,  '65. 

June  29,  '64. 


Jan.  29,  '65 


Sept.  20,  '64. 


Calvir.  Holt,  10  B  Sept.  i,  '62.  June  22,  '6 

Hezekiali  D.  Howla'.id,i7    E  May  3,  '64. 

Orweli  y.  Hosford,        9    F  Aug.  19,  '64.  June 

Bradley  D.  Hall,  15  D  Oct.  22, '62.  Aug. 


'65. 
63. 


Geo.  F.  Plasroun,        13   I    Oct.  4,  '62.      July  21,  '63. 


William  Henderson, 
William  W.  Holdcn, 
Chas.  H.  Howard, 
Robert  Humphrey, 


D  Oct.  22,  '62. 
I    Oct.  4,  '62. 


Aug. 
July 


'63. 
'63- 


lientar-ks. 
[an.  15,  '63. 


Re-en.  Apr.  5,  '64  ;  serv.  as  Capt.  in 

9  reg.  U.''S.;  Col.  Inft.;  Must. 

out  Dec,  c,  '65. 
Died  Oct.  28,  '64. 
Died  Sept.  i,  '62. 
Died  June  12,  '62. 
Pro.  Corp.     to  Sergt.;  died  in  An- 

dersonville  pris. 
Pro.  Corp.;  miss'd  in  a'ct.  June  23, 

'64  ;  died  in  Rebel  prison. 
Died  Sept.  25,  '63,  of  w'nds  rec'd  in 

action. 
Discharged  Jan.  2,  '63. 
L")ischarged  Apr.  23,  '63. 


Chos.  Corp.;  died  July  31,  '64,  of 
w'nds.  rec'd.  act'n.  Jun.  24  '64. 
Died  of  wounds,  July  31,  '64. 


Re-enlisted  Dec.  2T,  '63. 
Drafted  ;  paid  commutation. 

Trans,  to  V.  R.  C.  Nov.  25,  '64. 
.Disch'd.  Dec.  22,  '63,  by  order  of 

War  Depaitment. 
Killed  in  action  May  19,  '64. 

Died  Nov.  10,  '62. 

Served  in  Band. 

Served  in  Band. 
Served  as  Captain. 

Died,  Barre.  Mar.  23,  '64.  Disch'd. 

Died  July  3,  of  w'ds  reed,  in  action. 
Deserted  May  27,  1864. 
Served  in  Band.    Re-en.  Dec.  15, 
'63.    Disch'd  Jan.  29,  '66. 
Drafted.    Paid  commutation. 

Procured  substitute. 

Died  July3,  1S63. 

Only  one  Irom  Barre  ist  Vt.  Reg.  3 
mos.  men,  re-cn.  Co,  C  Vt.  Cav. 
mus.  I  St  Serg.  Nov.  19,  '61, 
]>ro.  2d  and  ist  Lt.,  tak.  pris. 
in  action,  Sept.  25,  '63,  in  Lib- 
bey,  Danville,  Macon,  Colum.- 
bia,  escaped  Col.  prison,  reta- 
ken after  a  wee.-:,  mus.  out,  pa- 
roled pris.  March  i^,  '65. 

Died  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Must,  out  at  Cold  River.  Re-en- 
listed in  I  ith  Reg. 

Re-en.  Sept,  5,  '6-1,  ist  V t.  Cav. 
Kiiled  Nov.  12,  '64,  in  Shen. 

Served  as  Corporal. 
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yanies. 
Nelson  E.  Heath, 
If(  nry  C.  Junes, 
Albert  Jones, 
Kzra  N.  Jones, 
A '  c X a n de r  Jan g r aw , 
Nelson  Johnson, 
Clinton  Keith, 
Henrv  JCetchum,  " 
William  Kirklancl, 
►  Alonzc  G.  Lane, 
Samuel  Leger, 
Najioleon  Laficnier, 
Stephen  Leazer, 
Heman  Lnmphier, 
Marshal  B.  Lawrence, 
Geo.  W.  Lawson, 
John  McLaughlin, 
Horace  C.  ^Ieaker, 
Francis  Miner, 
William  H.  Martin, 

Wm.  W.  McAlisier, 
Daniel  Moses, 
Erastus  W.  Nichols, 
Azro  E.  Nichols, 
George  \V.  Nichols, 
William  Olds, 
Chnrles  IL  Page, 
Alfred  S.  I*;'.rkhurst, 
H.  N.  Parkhurst, 
Eugene  C,  Peck, 
George  W.  Perrin, 
George  W.  Phelps, 
J.  Parker  Page, 
George  K.  Putnrip.-;, 
Charles  Parkhurst, 

Lyman  D.  Parkhurst, 

Leander  Pcrrv, 


Charles  H.  Perrv, 


Henjan  G.  Perry, 
Chas,  A.  Richardson, 


Reg.  Co^    ^fus>cred  in.  Discharged. 


2  D  June  20,  '61. 
17  E  Mar.  3,  '64. 
17  H  ^L'ly  19,  '64. 

3  Aug.  19,  '64. 
13  I  Oct.  4,  '62. 
II  E  L'>cc.  II,  '63. 

13  H  Oct.  10,  '62. 

6  G  Anr.  12,  '62. 

2  D  Jan.  20,  '6[. 
17  II  Nlay  10,  '64. 

3  Aug.  18,  '64. 
15  D  Oct.  22,  '62. 
13  I  Oct.  4,  '62. 

C  C  Nov.  19/61. 

6  D  Apr.  12,  '62. 

3  K  July  16,  '6r. 

17  E  Apr.  9,  '64. 


July  14,  '65. 
(I 

June  15,  '65. 
July  21,  '73. 
Jan.  24,  '65. 
Tan.  2,  '65. 
July  2  1,  '63. 
Nov.  24,  '62. 

July  14,  '65. 
June  15,  '65 

Jnly  21,  '73- 

Nov.  iS,  '64. 
Mav  28,  '64. 
Feb.  I,  '64. 


Remnrkit. 
Drafted  ;  paid  commutation. 
Pro.  Scrgt.;  must,  out  June  2,  '64. 


In  battery. 


Discharged  Mar.  7,  '62. 
Served  as  musician. 
In  battery. 

Discharged  Nov,  27,  '62. 


Aug.  9,  '64.     June  15,  '65. 


C  C 


Nov. 
3  Aug. 
n.  H  Oct. 


S  D 

10  B 
10  B 
3  K 


Tan. 

fulv 
Sept. 
Sept, 


8  E  Feb. 

9  I  July 


S  G 
S  G 
9  G 


Dec. 
Dec. 

Aug, 


19,  '61. 
2-!,  '64. 
23,  '62. 
I  '64. 
16,  '61. 

I,  '62. 
I,  '62. 

j6,  '61. 
1 8,  "62. 

9.  "63. 
I  ^,  '63. 

'63- 
15,  '64. 


Procured  substitute. 


1st  Lieut.  ;  killed  near  Petcrsbiugli 

July  30,  '64. 
In  battery. 

Drafted  ;  paid  commutation. 


9  F  Aug.  23,  '64. 
13  I     Aug.  4,  '62. 

13  I    Oct.  21,  '62. 


15  D  Oct.  22,  '62. 
2  D  Sept.  20,  '61. 


June  15,  '65. 
July  21,  '64. 


Jan,  22,  '64. 


Jan.  22,  '64. 
June  13,  '65. 

July  7".  '^5- 


July  2f,  '63 
July  21.  'G3. 

Aug.  5,  '63. 


Lafayette  G.  Ripley,     10  B    Sept.  i,  '62 


John  H.  Rublee, 
ilirani  Robinson, 
George  S.  Robinson, 
Joseph  Rose, 

Albert  Rogers, 
W.  F.  Richardson, 
WiUinm  H.  Riddall, 
Albert  Rogers, 
Seth  T.  Sargent, 
George  W.  Savory, 
Prentiss  S.  Scribn'er, 
AiWrc  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Calvin  Stowe, 
Ruuis  Strecter, 
Lemuel  D.  Strong, 


10  B 
II 

17  E  Apr.  12,  '64. 

17  H  May  19,  '64. 

9  G  Aug.  6,  '64. 

15  D  Oct.  22,  '62. 

13  I  Oct.  TO,  '62. 

15  D  Oct.  22,  '62. 

10  B  Sept.  I,  62. 

C   C  Nov.  19,  '61. 

10  B  Sept.  I,  '62. 

2  D  20,  '61. 

8  I  Feb.  1 8,  '62. 
C  C 

TO  B  Sept.  22,  '62. 

2  D  June  20,  "61. 


May  13,  '65. 
Aug.  5,  '63. 
July  21,  '63. 
Aug.  5,  '63. 

Nov.  1 8,  '64. 
June  22,  "65. 


Jan.    28,  65. 


Died  Mar.  31,  1S63. 
Batterv. 


Discharged  Feb.  28,  '63. 

Mustered  out  May  13,  '65. 
Discharged  Jan.  23,  '62. 


Served  In  Band. 

Died  Nov,  27,  "64.  .Served  in  Band. 
Trans,  to  Co.  G.,  4th  Vt,  Vol,  Jan. 
20,  '65, 

Trans,  to  Co.  G.,  5th  Vt.  January 
20,  '65. 

Re-enlist,  in  Co.  F.  9  Reg.  must,  in 
Jan.  G,  64  ;  report,  absent  and 
s'k  v.  hen  must,  out  June  13,  '63.- 

Enlist,  in  Co.  Y.  9  Reg.  Jan.  6.  '64  ; 
made  corp.  June  29,  '64  ;  serg. 
March  17,  'G5  ;  i  serg,  June  9, 
'63,  trans,  to  Co.  B.  June  13,  '65. 

Re-enlist.  Jan.  3,  '64  ;  trans,  to  V. 

R.  C,  Apr.  26,  'ij; ;  must,  out 

July  20,  '04. 
Trans,  to  V.  R.  C,  Feb.  21,  '65  ; 

must,  out  July  8,  '65. 
Must,  out  June  22,  '65. 

Elect,  capt. ;  must,  out  July  14,  '64. 
Killed  near  Petersburgh,  Va.,  luly 
27,  '64. 


Mustered  out  June  22,  '65. 


Must,  in  corp  ;  disch'd  Nov.  i,  '62. 
Disch'd  for  sickness  ;  re-enlisted. 


Must,  in  corp.  pro.  scrgt.  mast,  out 
June  29,  '64. 
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A'ames. 
Hiram  Smith,  Jr., 


AV</.  Co.    Mustered  in.  Discharged. 

1 1  E   Dec.  1 1  .  '6  ;. 


Lewis  Sterling,  ii  E  Dec.  ii,  '63,  Jan.   16,  65. 

]^atban  T.  Seavcr,  C  C  Au^.  23,  '64.  Jan  21,  '65. 

Charles  D.  Slack.  S  G  Aug.  15,  '64. 

Chas.  Vv'.  Stoddard,  3  Aug.  19,  '64. 

William  D.  vSanborn,  15  D  Oct.  22,  '62.   Aug.  5,  '63. 

Charles  E.  Snnth, 

George  D.  Taft,  3  K  July  16,  '61. 

Joseph  II  Thonipson,  9  I  July  9,  '62.  June  13,  '65. 

Ozias  H.  Thompson,  3  K  July  16,. '61.  July  ii,  '65. 


Eldon  A.  Tilden, 

Oel  M.  Town, 
Ira  H.  Tompkins, 
John  M.  Thatcher, 
Jude  Town, 
Samuel  C.  Verse, 


2  D  Sept,  20,  '61. 

10  B  Sept.  I,  '62.    June  22,  '65. 

11  E  Dec.  1 1,  '65. 

13  I  Oct.  10,  '62.    July  21,  '63. 

C   C  Nov.  19,  '61. 


Nelson  W.  Wheelock,  10  B   Sept.  i,  '62. 


Preston  K.  Willcy, 
Ileniv  Wires, 
Albeft  P.  Wood, 
Warreii  F.  Wood, 
Wm.  W.  Woodljury, 

Chas.  II.  Willcv, 
Ilarvcy  Willey, 
Chas.  C.  Varney, 
Geo.  E.  Varney, 
Stephen  G.  West, 
Horace  Woodard, 
James  Powers, 
Thomas  Henthon, 
James  Hooper, 


Ee  marks. 

Lost  an  arm  and  leg  ;  disch'd  Sept. 
14,  '65. 


Died  iNIarch  15,  '65. 
Battery.    Died  Jan.  16,  '65. 

Drafted;  paid  eomnuitation. 
Killed  in  action  ATay  5,  64. 
Made  corp.  July  15,  '61. 
ist  Serg.  re-enlist.  Dec.  i,  '63  ;  pro. 

2d  and  1st  Lieut.  Aug.  4,  '64. 
Pro.  2d  Lieut.  Nov.  20,  '63  ;  must. 

out  Jan.  29,  '64. 

Killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  '64. 
Served  as  Captain. 
Drafted  ;  paid  conmuitation. 
Ke-enlisted  Dec.  jS,  'G3  ;  Pro.  Co. 

Q.  M.  Scrgt. 
l~>ied  December  3,  '63. 


D    fune  20,  '61.   June  29,  'G4. 

c  I'  ■  ■ 

13  I    Dec.  15.  '63.   Jan.  28,  '65.    Re-enlisted  must,  out  Oct.  10,  '6: 


II  E   Dec.  II,  '65.   Jan.  29,  '65. 


9  G  Ja!i.  2,  -64. 
9  G  Aug.  i;. '64.   June  13,  '65. 
13  D  Oct^4,62.        July  23,  "63. 


8  G    Feb.  2b,  '65.    June  28,  '65. 
0  C    Jan.  6,  65.  " 
8  H  Jan.  5,  '65. 


Wounded  ;  trans,  to  Vet.  Res.  C. 

'65  ;  must  out  Aug  i,  '65. 
Died  Apr.  i,  '65. 

Served  as  Sergeant. 

Died  May  17,  '63. 
Drafted  ;  paid  cornt. 


Chas.  E.  V/oodv.ard,  10  3    Feb..  7,  65. 


Absent  sick  when  reg.  was  mus- 
tered out. 

Alex.  F.  E.  Ahlsstr(mi,  U.  S.  Navy  ;  Lemuel  Bean,  George  I.)ailey,  Harry  Johnson,  John 
Peterson,  Samuel  'I'hurber,  were  hired  of  brokers,  entered  the  navy,  and  no  record  of  their  ser- 
vice is  attainable.  Leonard  Bancroft,  Levi  J.  Bolster,  Geo.  I.  Reynolds,  drafted ;  paid  com- 
'mutation. 

In  addition  'o  the  names  given  above  the  following  who  served  in  the  war  were  not  reck- 
oned in  the  qi  3ta  of  the  town:  Leon.^rd  F.  Aldrich,  Quartermaster  13  Vt.;  Orvis  F.  Jack- 
mao,  Co.  A,  7  Ohio,  lost  his  right  arm  at  Chancellorsville,  was  discharged,  ar.d  afterwards 
served  in  Quartermaster  departmerit  under  (ren.  Pitkin. 

BURIKD  IN'  B.ARRf  CEMETERY. — Stephen  G.  Albee,  James  T.  Bacon,  Albert  Bates,  Peter 
N.  Bates.  Dau.  l^arker,  Rufus  Carver,  Henry  L.  Clark,  Orrin  B.  Dickey,  Orlan  Frencii,  H. 
Wariier  French,  Henry  Gale,  M.  B.  La  vvrcnce,  Jan^esJ.  Nolan,  E.  W.  Nichols,  William  Olds, 
Rufus  Streeter,  Stephen  G,  West,  Wm.  Woodbury,  George  D.  Taft,  W^ilber  Tilden. 

BuRiED  IN  Wilson  Cemetery. — Horace  Bigelow,  Wesley  Dodge,  Zary  Dodge,  Heman 
Levy. 

BuKiED  IN  Farwell  Cemetery. — L.  Richards,  Newell  Carlton,  C,  II.  Howard,  James 
L.  Dow. 

William  Howland  enlisted  for  the  town  of  East  Montpelier  into  the  17th  Reg.  was  killed  in 
Battle  of  the  Wilderness  ;  was  a  brother  of  Hezekiah  D.,  who  died  in  Salisbury  Prison,  and 
the  sou  of  Fzekial  Ilowland  of  this  place.  Charles  Carpenter  enlisted  for  Montpelier,  into- 
Co.  C.  of  the  Cavalry. 
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JUDGE  CHAl'IX  KEITH  ANT)  FAMII.Y. 
BY  S.  WOOD. 

Judge  Keith  was  a  man  noted  for  energy 
and  perseverance,  and  whatever  enterprise 
lie  undertook  was  generally  a  success.  He 


Barre,  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  Apr. 
9,  1800,  and  before  he  was  a  year  old  came 
with  his  father's  family  to  liarre,  Vermont. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen,  having  shown  him- 
self a  good  and  industrious  scholar  in  the 


came  from  his  native  town,  Uxbridge.  i  English  branches  taught  in  the  common 
Mass.,  with  his  youno  fannly.  the  young-  scliool  of  his  home  village,  he  commenced 
est  being  only  three  months  old,  Septem-  fitting  for  C(^llege  at  Randolph  Academy, 
ber,  1801,  and  settled  in  Barre.  He  was  I  in  the  spring  of  18 16.  In  1818  he  entered 
born  May  17,  1771,  and  was  married  to 
Elisabeth  Taft,  June  24,  1790.  She  was 
born  May  13,  1769.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, all  boys. 

Hon.  Chapiii  Keith  was  Judge  of  the 
probate  court  for  several  years,  and  after- 
wards high  sheriff  for  many  more  years. 
He  also  held  many  town  offices,  and  was 
much  interested  in  the  Chelsea  turnpike, 
on  which  his  tavern  was  located. 

When  he  first  arrived  from  Uxbridge 
with  his  young  family,  he  was  duly  warn- 
ed out  of  town,  lest  he  should  become  a 


Un.  College,  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
1823,  was  graduated  with  a  good  reputation 
for  scholarship  and  moral  character.  He 
then,  for  a  year  or  two,  taught  in  the  State 
of  \'irginia  as  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  a  wealthy  planter ;  when  he  reiurncd 
to  the  North,  and  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam Ujjham  in  Montpelier.  Slaving  com- 
pleted the  usual  course  of  legal  studies,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1826,  and  com- 
menced practice  in  this  village,  at  first 
alone,  and  afterwards,  for  three  or  four 


cliarge  on  the  good  people  of  Barre.  It  j  years  succeeding  1S30,  in  company  v.-ith 
was  a  custom  of  the  time,  if  any  came  tiiat  j  Mr.  Upham.  In  about  1837,  a  brother  of 
it  was  doubttul  a!)out.  But  he  never  fail-  1  c.  \V.  Storrs  of  Montpelier  died  in  St. 
ed  to  take  care  of  himself  and  his.  His  i  Louis,  Missouri,  leaving  considerable 
wife  was  also  truly  a  helpmeet,  and  did  |  property,  and  Mr.  Keith  was  employed  by 
her  full  share  in  getting  a  living;  as  land-  i  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  to  go  to  Sr. 
laciy  she  excelled.  *  I  Louis  and  gather  up  and  settle  the  estate. 

Judge  Keith,  although  a  good  judge  of  After  executing  this  commission  to  the 


property  matters,  and  an  active  business 


advantage  of  all  concerned,  he  returned 


ernor,  and  after  the  votes  had  been  count-  |  surance  Company,  whicl 
ed,  he  finished  by  saving 


to 

man,  could  never  speak  in  public  except  Montpelier,  not  however  to  resume  his 
with  great  diffidence.  While  sheriff  it  be- Lrofe^sion,  but  lo  accept  the  office  of 
came  his   'uty  to  proclaim  who  was  gov- 1  Treasurer  in  the  \'ermont  Mutual  Fire  In- 

was  tendered 

Ood  save  iJic  I  i-jin-i  j^y  tj-^^  Directors.  But  after  accep'ta- 
'^'^^  j  bly  executing  the  duties  of  this  office  a 
.Beople."  He  used  to  relate  d.at  it  cost ;  year  or  two,  he  resigned  the  post  to  ;iccept 
him  several  gallons  of  wine  to  mend  that  |  another  commission  to  settle  an  estate  of 
mistake.  He  was  very  successful,  as  else-  i  a  deceased  Vermonter  in  the  South,  one 
where  said,  in  his  tavern-keeping.  of  the  brothers  Elkins,  from  Peacham,  Vt., 

HON.  ROSWELL  KEITH,  who  had  been  in  business  as  cotton  brok- 

o'dest  son  of  Judge  Chapin,  and  the  late  ers  in  the  city  of  x\ew  Orljans.  The  es- 
Judge  Keith  of  Montpelier,  where  he  died  j  '^'^e  was  found  to  be  large,  and  its  affaiis 
Oct.  25,  1874;  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Ms.,  i  complicated  as  to  require  the  labor  and 
Xcv.  28,  1790,  and  was  at  his  death  in  |  attention  of  years  to  bring  to  a  close.  For 


ins  84th  year.  [For  a  more  full  descrip- 
tion see  History  of  ^dontpelier.] 

CALVIN  JAY  KEITH. 

I'roin  TJionipsoii  s  History  of  Afoufpelu'r. 


[  the  next  ten  or  twelve  years,  therefore,. 
Mr.  Keith  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
Orleans,  and  remained  there  through  all 
but  the  hot  and  sickly  month.s  of  the  year, 
which  he  spent  mostly  in  Montpelier,  hav- 


n  son  of  the  Hon.  Chapin  Keidi,  late  of '  ing  generally  brought  with  him,  at  each 
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annual  return,  such  sums  of  money  as  he 
had  been  able  to  collect  out  of  the  dilTer- 
ent  investments  of  the  estate,  for  division 
among  the  Elkins  heirs.  After  pursuing 
this  course  some  ten  years,  assiduously 
engaged  in  the  difficult,  and,  in  many  re- 
spects, dar.gerous  position,  he  succeeded 
in  bringing  the  affairs  of  the  estate  mainly 
to  a  close,  except  in  the  case  of  the  large 


men  in  the  world.  His  views  of  life,  so- 
ciety and  its  wants,  were  just  and  elevated, 
and  he  was  patriotic  and  liberal  in  con- 
tributing to  the  advancement  of  all  good 
public  objects.  His  character,  indeed, 
was  well  reflected  by  his  singular  will,  to 
which  we  alluded  in  a  description  of  our 
new  cemetery.  By  this  will  he  notices  a 
whole  score  of  sucli  as  have  gained  his  es- 


quantity  of  Mexican  scrip  which  was  left  |  teem,  by  bequests  of  valuable  keepsakes  or 
on  hand,  and  which  was  considered  only  j  small  sums  of  money,  and  then  goes  on  to 
of  chance  value.    He  agreed  on  a  division  j  bequeath  handsome  sums  for  various  pub- 


property  between  the  I  lie  objects,  among  which  was  ^looo  tor  a 
the  consideration  of- 1  cemetery  for  Montpelier  village,  and  $500 
for  a  library  for  its  academy.  And  thus 
he  has  identified  his  name  with  the  public 
interests  of  the  tov>  n  wliere  he  longest  re- 
sided, and  should  thus  be  remembered 
among  its  benefactors. 

Calvin  Jay  Keith  was  buried  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  of  Judge  Chapin  Keith,  in  Barre, 


of  this  uncertain 
heirs  and  himself, 

fered  to  them  being  his  promise  to  make 
no  charge  for  any  future  services.  In  a 
year  or  t  wo  after  this  bargain  the  general 
government  decided  to  redeem  this  Mex- 
ican scrip  ;  and  Mr.  Keith,  being  fortunate 
enough  by  means  of  arguments  made  po- 
tent bv  some  of  the  existing  cabinet,  to 


get  his  claims  rather  promptly  allowed,  i  but  a  monument  was  set  up  at  Montpelier 
realized  for  his  share  of  the  venture  the  [  by  his  administrator. 

snug  sum  of  $35,000,  which,  with  his  pre-  \  Chi-:xi:v  Kiirni,  tiie  fourth  son  of  Clia- 
vious  accumulations,  made  him  a  man  of  -  pin  Keith,  was  born  Jan.  1798.  He  mar- 
fortune.  I  ried  Judith  Wood,  who  is  still  living  and 
The  year  1S32  was  ^mostly  occupied  in  I  active,  July  '81,  though  but  a  few  days  of  So 
making  the  tour  of  Europe,  and.  having  I  years  old.  Chene}"  was  a  well-to-do  and 
returned  to  Montpelier  the  following  year,  !  industrious  mali,  well  educated,  and  also  a 
he  was  seized  with  what  was  supposed  to  ;  leading  and  influential  man  in  town  bus- 
be  a  brain  fever,  v/liich  terminated  fatally  |  iness.  He  died  Aug.  8,  1864,  in  his  67th 
Sept.  23,  1853.    He  was  in  some  respects  |  year. 

r-ather  a  peculiar  man — in  notliing  more  j  Erasmus  Keith,  brother  of  Roswell, 
so,  peihap  .j  than  in  his  likes  and  dislikes.  I  was  born  July  23,  1792;  died  Feb.  12, 
and  these  again  were  generally  as  pecul-  :  1813,  being  about  21  years  of  age. 
iarly  manifested.  The  former  might  al- j  Leonard  Keith,  the  third  son  of  Judge 
ways  be  known  by  his  open  commendation,  !  Chapin,  was  born  July  15,  1795.  He  be- 
and  the  latter  by  his  entire  silence  when  |  came  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town, 
the  names  of  the  objects  were  respectively  ;  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Nancy  Clioate, 
mentioned.  This  seemed  to  grow  out  of  j  by  whom  he  had  several  children.  She 
his  constitutional  sensitiveness,  which  was  !  dying,  he  married  for  his  second  wife  Su- 
often  aftected  by  what  would  have  affected  |  san  Cook,  who  is  still  living  July '81 .  Leon- 
few  others,  which  he  could  not  help,  but  I  aid  Keith  built  the  first  starch  factory 
which  his  natural  conscientiousness  en-  t  in  town,  where  many  thousand  buslicls  of 
abled  him  so  to  correct  as  never  to  make  ;  potatoes  were  manufactured  into  starch, 
the  matter  w-orse  by  detraction.  He  was  i  yielding  a  large  income  to  the  manufyc- 
most  constant  and  faithful  to  those  who 
had  his  esteem  ;  while  to  those  who  had 
not,  lie  manifested  only  a  negative  con- 
duct. But  with  his  few  peculiarities, 
Mr.  Keith  had  many  virtues.    He  was,  in 


terer,  and  a  ready  potato  market  to  all  the 
fanners  around.  He  died  Jan.  21,  1S6S. 
in  his  64ih  year. 

JOSHUA  TWIXG. 
From.  Obituary  in  IValthfnan  &'  'Jourtial. 


all  his  deal,  one  of  the  most  strictly  honest  \     Born  in  Wilbraliam,  Mass.  ;  for  40  years 
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a  citizen  of  Barre ;  in  mill-building  long 
stood  without  a  known  rival.  His  ma- 
chine-sliop  and  niill-\vrighting  establish- 
ment at  l>arre  village  had  a  reputation  ex- 
tending far  beyond  the  town  and  county 
even.    It  is  the  boast  of  scores  of  rnechan- ! 


A  private  collection  of  relics,  minerals 
and  natural  curiosities,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Ketchum,  was  in  May,  i860,  placed  in  a 
room  in  I\Ir.  CrowelFs  house,  fitted  for  the 
|)urpose,  and  dedicated  by  the  Club  Oct. 
r^,    following,  in  which  room  the  Club 


ics  that  tli  jy  learned  their  trade  of  Joshua  niet  till  Oct.  6,  186S.  Jan.  10, '68,  the 
Twing.    It  was  a  custom  witli  him  to  en-  j  first  contribution  was  made  to  the  old  cab- 


courage  poor  young  men  to  learn  a  trade, 
and  then,  with  a  good  character  and  dili- 
gent "hand,  work  their  way  up  to  distinc- 
tion. He  first  learned  his  trade  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  a  machinist,  after  which  he 
was  emphatically  self-made  ;  and  the  mo- 
ment success  began  to  crown  his  labors 
lor  himself,  he  turned  to  his  straitened 
parents  and  provided  for  them.  In  tliis 
respect  liis  example  was  like  that  of  Joseph 
to  his  father..  Jacob  ;  and  th.e  same  cup  of 
kindness  came  back  to  cheer  his  declining 
years,  from  the  hands  of  his  children. 
Strictly  honest  in  all  his  extensive  dealings, 


inet.  It  was  for  a  time  located  in  Hen- 
niker;May8,  '72,  was  removed  to  Con- 
toocook.  From  this  beginning  has  come 
the  immense  number  of  articles  now  in 
the  possession  of  this  Society,  numbering 
more  than  35,000. 

Sila.^  Ketchum  was  chosen  Secretary  of 
the  Club,  Aug.  20,  1S67,  which  office  he 
hicld  until  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
of  tlie  New  Hampshire  Philom.athic  and 
Antiquarian  Society,  Nov,  19,  1873. 

Silas  KETCiir>r,  son  of  Silas  and 
Cynthia  (Doty)  Ketchum,  was  born  in 
Barre,  Vt.,  Dec.  .|,   1835,    His  grand- 


and  generous  to  a  fault,  the  memory  of  father  was  Roger  West  Ketchum,  born  in 


him  embalmed  with  the  blessings  of  the 
poor,  he  still  left  an  ample  estate,  the  re- 
sult of  a  long  life  of  industry  and  personal 
prudence.  He  died  in  Montpelier,  at  the 
residence  of  his  son-in-law,  H.  S.  Loomis, 
in  his  83d  year,  and  labored-- vrith  his  own 
hands  up  to  the  last  week  of  his  life.  He 
was  buried  in  Barre  Cenietery,  where  a 
fine  granite  monument  has  been  erected  to 
liis  memory. 

SILAS  KETCHUM. 

From  the  Eulogy  delivered  before  the  A^ni; 
Hampshire  Anti(juaria>i  Society, 
Jitly  20,  iSSo. 

BY  L.  W,  COGSWilLL,  I'-iEilDEN T, 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  Nov.  1859, 
three  young  men  met  in  a  room  over  one 


Atliol,  Mass.,  1770;  his  grand-mother  was 
Wealthy  Newcomb,  daught(;r  of  Ikadford 
Newcomb,  and  grand-daughter  of  Silas 
Newcomb,  whose  niother  was  Jerusha 
Bradford,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bradford, 
and  great-grand-daughter  of  Major  Wm. 
Bradford,  son  of  William  Bradford,  who 
came  to  Plvmouth  in  the  Mav  Flov,er,and 
was  Governor  of  the  colony  36  years.  Mr.- 
Ketchum  was  also  descended  from  Ed- 
ward Doty,  one  of  the  41  men  who  in  the 
cabin  of  the  May  Flower  affixed  their  names 
to  the  first  constitution  of  g<n<ernnieiit  ever 
subscribed  to  by  a  uJiolc  fcoplc. 

He  was  a  good  boy,  thoughtful  beyond 
his  )-ears,  but  feeble  in  his  cliildhood,  un- 
able to  ever  complete  a  fall  term  of  school 
of  the  stores  in  Hopkinton  village,  and  |  till  after  twelve;  fond  of  fishing  in  his 


fi^rmed  themselves  into  an  organization  i 
luidcr  tiie   nam.e  of    "The  Bhilomathic 


<-"hib.'^  The; 


youth,  but  as  he  grew  old,  turned  his 
leisure  moments  to  books.    In  1854,  his 


youn^ 


were   Silas  j  father  removed  from  I5arre,  Vt.,  to  llop- 


Ketchum,  Darwin  C.  BUnchard  and  Geo.  |  kinton,  N.  H.,  and  Silas  learned  and  fbl 
E-  Crowell.  The  number  of  this  club  was  j  lowed  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  till  1S55. 
hmitcd  to  seven.    It  was  made  a  part  of:  But  while  steadily  working  at  his  trade,  a 


tlie  CG.mpact  "  the  Club  should  never  cease 
evcept  by  unanimous  consent,  and  so  long 
two  of  its  members  lived."  The  orig- 
in u  dr-sign  was  social  intercourse  and  lit- 
erary culture. 


m'.)re  and  more  increasing  desire  for  a 
knowledge  that  could  take  him  upward  out 
of  Ids  every-cby  duties  pervaded  him,  and 
on  his  father's  death,  relying  upon  his  own 
abilities,  he  resolved  to  obtain  an  cduca- 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  I\IA(^.A/iLNE, 


tion.  He  attended  Hopkinton  Academy 
several  terms,  teaching  after  his  second 
term  in  the  Academy,  in  Nelson  and  in 
Amherst ;  fitted  for  college  ;  did  not  enter 
on  account  of  severe  illness ;  pursued  his 
studies  under  private  instructors,  and 
drawn  toward  the  ministry,  entered  Bangor 
Theo.  Sern.  in  i860;  Apr.  4,  i860;  mar- 
ried Georgia  C,  daughter  of  Elbridge 
Hardy,  Esq.,  of  Amherst, .N.  H.,  a  lady 
of  culture  and  devoted  companion  to  him 
until  his  death.  While  at  Bangor  he  sup- 
ported himself  and  wife  by  working  at  his 
trade  ;  pursued  a  full  course  of  study,  never 
missing  but  one  lecture  or  recitation  ;  grad- 
uating in  1S63.  Erom  Dec.  '63,  lie  preach- 
ed to  the  Congregational  church  in  Wards- 
boro,  Vt.,  iiearly  2  years;  moved  to  Brat- 
tleboro,  to  become  associate  editor  with 
D.  L.  Milliken.of  "  The\'ermunt  Record 
and  Vermont  School  Journal.  Sept.  17, 
1867,  ordained  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  at  Bristol,  N.  H.;  resigned 
in  1855,  on  account  of  ill-health  ;  officiated 
in  a  small  cimrch  in  Maplewood,  Mass., 
till  Oct.  1S76;  occupied  the  pulpit  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Henniker  sev- 
eral months,  where  he  received  a  unani- 
mous and  earnest  call  to  become  its  pastor  ; 
declined  to  accept  one  at  Poquonock,  Ct., 
July  16,  1S77,  whicli  church  he  was  pastor 
of  at  his  death. 

During  the  whole  time  as  student  and 
preacher,  he  was  a  diligent  collector  of  any 
and  every  thing  of  a  rare  and  curious  na- 
ture. He  presented  to  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Historical  Society  512  volumes;  to 
the  New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society 
1200  volumes  and  3000  pamphlets;  and  to 
the  American  Congregational  Association 
of  Boston,  352  volumes.  His  private  li- 
brary, at  the  time  of  his  deatli,  consisted 
of  2500  volumes,  comprising  many  works 
of  rare  merit.  Of  all  these  societies  he  was 
a  ■member,  and  also  of  several  others  :  The 
New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical 
Society  of  Boston,  the  Historical  Society 
of  New  York,  the  Prince  Society  of  Boston, 
and  the  Society  of  Antiquity  of  VV'orcester, 
Mass.,  and  others.  He  was  Grand  Chap- 
lain of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  F.  and  A. 
Masons  of  New  Hampsliire  from  187 1  to 


1875,  and  was  many  years  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Or]:)hans'  Home  Association. 
He  v/as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society  from 
1873  to  1875;  President  in  1876,  '77,  78, 
and  was  for  many  years  connected  Aviih 
the  press  as  correspondent,  essayist  and 
reviewer,  and  had  at  one  time  a  tempting 
ofier  to  enter  the  employ  of  Harper  Broth- 
ers, of  New  York,  which  he  declined,  pre- 
ferring to  continue  his  work  as  a  minister 
of  the  gospel. 

His  first  public  address  was  delivered 
before  the  Lyceum  at  Warner,  N.  }{.,  in 
the  autumn  of  1858  ;  his  subject  was  "  Philip 
at  Mount  Hope."  His  published  works 
are,  A  Eareuell  Discourse,  Wardsboro, 
Vt.,  in  1865.  History  of  the  Philomathic 
Club,  in  1875.  Eulogy  on  Hem-y  Wilson, 
at  Maiden,  Mass.,  in  1876.  Diary  of  the 
Invasion  of  Canada  by  the  x'\merican  Army 
in  1775.  Special  Geography  of  New 
Hampshire  in  1877.  Paul  on  i\Iars  Hill, 
in  1S79.  Historic  Masonry.  Original 
Sources  of  Historic  Knov/ledge,  in  1879. 
Address  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Antiquarian  Society,  July  15, 
1S79.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had  in 
course  of  preparation  histories  of  the 
Ketchum  and  Doty  families,  and  for  bome 
time  had  been  at  work  upon  an  elaborate 
Dictionary  of  New  Hampshire  Biography, 
that  he  intended  should  be  the  crowning- 
work  of  his  I'.e,  and  upon  which  he  be- 
stowed most  marvelous  labor  and  care. 
Over  1000  sketches  were  completed,  and 
material  for  1500  more  was  well  in  hand. 
Worn  down  with  such  incessant  toil,  and 
being  desirous  of  once  more  reaching  tlie 
town  which  had  so  long  been  his  home, 
he  left  the  scene  of  his  labors,  reached  the 
home  of  an  intimate  friend  at  Dorchester 
Highlands,  Mass.,  where  he  passed  peace-^ 
fully  away  upon  Saturday  morning,  April 
24,  18S0.  One  of  the  most  quiet,  un- 
assuming, imselfish  of  beings,  and  one  of 
the  most  industrious,  rarest  and  best  of 
m.en.  In  his  youth,  in  his  whole  life,  he 
was  genial,  gentiemardy;  had  great  vigor 
of  mind,  fertility  of  resource,  and  a  most 
complete  thoroughness  of  execution  in  all 
he  did  ;  he  excelled  as  a  teacher,  and  as  a 
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preacher  in  the  pulpit,  meeting  his  congre- 
gation  with  soniething  fresh  and  original. 
He  was  pleasing.    His  short,  sharp,  crisp 
sentences  arrested  his  auditors  ;  Ihcy  could 
but  listen  till  the  last  word  was  spoken. 
Karncst  in  his  utterances,  deliberate  in  ar-  | 
giiment,  concise  in  his  statements,  with  i 
purity  of  diction  and  loftiness  of  thought 
he  commanded  the  interest  of  his  congrega 
tion,  and  w  here  he  preached  for  any  length  | 
of  time  it  was  soon  doubled  and  trebled,  j 
Of  him  as  an  antiquarian  and  historian,  I 
his  collections  in  the  rooms  of  this  society,  \ 
one  of  the  very  largest  of  its  kind  in  this 
country,  <-peaks  better  words  of  commend- 
ation for  him  than  I  can  utter,  and  stands 
as  a  more  enduring  monument  than  w  ords 
can  erect  in  honor  of  him. 

Of  his  domestic  relations  suliice  it  to 
say,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount 
of  labor  performed  by  him,  his  home,  his 
family,  was  never  forgotten,  within  that 
sacred,  happy  circle  he  was  the  central 
light.  But  he  is  gone  from  us,  and  is  now- 
transfigured  raid  w  ith  the  immortals.  He 
was  taken  in  the  prime  of  life,  with  so 
much  accon-iplished  and  so  much  left  un- 
done. 

(From  the  resohitions  passed  at  this  meeting  of 
the  M.  H  Antin.  &  Hist  Society  ) 

"We  here  formally  declare,  and  cause  to 
be  recorded  for  posterity  to  learn,  that 
to  the  Rev.  Silas  Ketchums  thouglit,  per- 
sonal labi  rs,  generous  munificence,  and 
untiring  zeal,  this  New  Hampshire  Anti- 
•(luarian  Society  is  indebted  more  than  to 
any  others,  not  only  for  its  existence,  but 
for  its  present  proportions  and  prosperity." 

"  We  recognize  that  New  Hampshire  as 
a  state  lias  lost  one  of  her  richest  schol- 
ars, most  logical  thinkers,  and  most  accu- 
rate historians,  and  society  a  most  exem- 
plary Christian  man,  whose  daily  walk  was 
an  inspiration  to  holy  living. 

^-T.VFFORD  »fc  HOLDEX  MANUFACTUKIXG  CO. 

From  a  very  interesting  description  in 
ih.e  .'/r^v/j- iZAv/  Pairict,  of  Nov.  13,  1877, 
with  present  statement  of  the  Company, 
June,  18S1. 

The  foremost  industry  in  Barre  to-day 
(^8/7)  is  the  manufacture  of  forks  and  ice 
tools.  In  1S61,  two  Brooktield  men,  Her- 
rick  and  Adams,  established  themselves  at 
the  rnill-privilege  in  the  upper  part  of  Barre 


village  ;  lun  four  fires  and  one  trip-ham- 
mer, and  turned  out  from  300  to  600  dozen 
per  year  of  round-tined  hay  and  manure- 
forks.  Frank  Salford  and  Loren  J).  Blancli- 
ard  bought  the  business  in  1864,  and 
Blancliard  sold  out  to  Clark  Hold  en.  The 
first  year's  business  of  tliis  new  firm  was 
1500  dozcji  forks.  In  '"68  they  added  tlie 
manut'actnre  of  ice-plows  and  tools.  From 
'68  to  '77 »  '^'^^^  some  years  250  to  300  ice- 
plows  with  the  ice-tools :  Among  other 
partners  and  stockholders  to  the  present, 
have  been  Luke  and  Iia  Trow,  Hial  O. 
Hatch  (foreman,)  L.  T.  Kinney  ;  in  March 
'76,  the  reorganization  as  a  stock  com- 
pany :  Stafford  and  Holden  half  owners ; 
of  the  other  half  ten  other  citizens  of 
Barre  owners;  loss  of  some  $12,000  by 
Chicago  fire ;  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
March. '77  ;  rebuilt  same  year  ;  foundation 
and  flume  split  granite  ;  forge-room  40  by 
100  feet:  20  fires;  5  60-pound  trip  ham- 
mers and  ice-tool  machinery  ;  cost  about 
$6,000.  The  company  use  cast-steel  in  all 
their  maimfactures,  made  especially  for 
them.  There  are  6  polishing  machines  for 
forks,  one  for  fernile  and  one  for  wooden 
handles;  amount  of  work  about  15,000 
dozen  per  year  of  not  less  than  60  different 
patterns  ;  employ  about  50  workmen.  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  take  most  of  the  forks. 
They  go  to  Germany  and  South  America. 
Ice-tools  to  Germany  and  japan.'' 

Statejiie7it  of  tJie  Cojiipany,  June,  1881  : 
"  17,000  dozen  forks  luade  in  18S0;  this 
year  about  the  same  ;  about  $3,000  worth 
of  new  machinery  put  in  ;  is  now  one  of 
the  most  perfectly  equipped  shops  in  the 
country:  directors  :  Josiah  Wood,  B.  W. 
Braley,  Dexter  Trow,  E.  B.  Wood,  Hor- 
ace Fifield  ;  Clark  Holden,  superintendent 
and  treasurer ;  Nat.  Whittier,  assistant. 

IJST  OF  PREACHERS 
OF  THE 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  PARRE. 

1796,  Nicholas  Snethen;  1797,  Ralph 
Williston;  1798  and '99,  Joseph  Crawford; 
1799,  Elijah  Chichester;  ^800,  Timothy 
Dewey  ;  1801 ,  Trimian  Bishop  and  Thomas 
Branch  ;  1802,  Solomon  Langdon  and  Paul 
Dustin;  1803,  Samuel  Draper  and  Oliver 
Beale ;  1804,  Oliver  Beale;  1805,  Elijah 
Heading  and  Daniel  Young;  1S06,  Philip 
Munger  and  Jonathan  Cheney  ;  1807,  Sam- 
uel Thompson  and  Eleazer  Wells;  1808, 
Solomon  Sias  ;  1809,  Warren  Banister  and 
George  Gary;  18 10,  Eleazer  Wells  and 
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Squire  Streeter ;  iSii,  Nathaniel  \V. 
Stearns  and  John  Jewett ;  1S12,  Ebenezer 
F.  Newell  and  Joseph  Dennett;  18 13, 
David  Kilburn  ;  18 14,  David  Kilburn  and 
Jason  Walker;  1815.  Joel  Steele;  1816, 
Joel  Steele  and  Thomas  C.  Pierce  ;  1817 
and  '18,  Leonard  Frost;  1819,  Thomas  C. 
Pierce;  1820,  Squire  B.  Haskell  and  E. 
Dunham  ;  182 1,  John  F.  Adams  and  Abra- 
ham Hohvay;  1S22,  John  P\  Adanis,  D. 
Leslie  and  Z.Adams  :  1823,  Samuel  Norris 
and  Hascall  Wheelock ;  1824,  D.  Kilburn, 
H.  Wheelock  and  A.  IF  Houghton;  1825, 
J.  Lord,  D.  Leslie  and  Elihu  Scott;  1826, 
A.  D.  Merrill  and  J.  Templeton ;  1827,  J. 
}>.  White,  E.  Jordan  and  R.  L.  Harvey: 
1828,  Amasa  Buck  and  D.  Stickney  ;  1829, 
J.  Templeton  and  J.  Xayson  ;  1830,  J.  A. 
Scarritt  and  R.  H.  Deming;  1831,  N.  W'. 
Scott  and  R.  H.  Deming:  1832,  N.  W. 
Scott  and  George  F.  Crosby;  1833,  S.  H. 
Cutler  and  J.  Nayson  ;  1834,  N.Howe  and 
Otis  F.  Curtis;  1835,  Geo.  Putnam  and  L 
Wooster:  1836,  Elihu  Scott  and  1).  Wil- 
cox-, 1837,  E.  J.  Scott  and  Moses  Lewis; 
1838,  N.  W.  Aspinwall;  1839,  N.  Culver; 
1840  and  '41,  J.  Currier;  1842  and  '43,  J. 
L.  Slauson;  1S44  and '45,  A.  W^ebster; 
1S46,  J.  W^  Perkins:  i847and  48,  L.  Bed- 
ford ;  1849  and  '50,  C.  Fales  ;  1851  and  '52, 
J.  S.  Dow;  1853,  E.  Copeland  ;  1S54.  E. 
Robinson;  1855,  E.  Copeland  ;  1S56  and 
'57,  Isaac  McAnn;  1858,  A.  T.  Ballard: 
1859  and  '60,  J.  L.Roberts;  1861  and  '62, 
David  Packer;  1863  and  '64,  H.  K.  Cobb  ; 
1865,  J.  W.  Bemis  ;  1866  and  '67,  Lewis 
Hill;  1868,  Joshua  Gill;  1869,  Joseph  A. 
Sherburn;  1870,  '71  and  '72,  Peter  Mer- 
rill; 1873,  J.  M.  Putler,  (deceased  while 
pastor);  1874,  Waller  Underwood;  1875, 
76  and  '77,  W.  H.  Wight;  1878,  '79  and 
'80,  Harvey  W'ebster  ;  1881,  J.  R.  Bartlett. 

The  above  list  of"  preachers  received 
since  in  press  from  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  now 
at  Barre,  Editor  of  tlie  CJiristian  Mcsseii- 
j^cr,  author  of  the  interesting  pamphlet 
**  Methodism  in  Williamstown."'  Rev. 
Mr.  Bartlett  Ins  taken  in  hand  a  complete 
history  of  the  Methodists  in  liarre  which 
will  be  in  paniphiet,  and  is  promised  to  the 
supplement  volume      this  work.  Ed. 


TELECRAPH  OFFICE. 

The  completion  of  the  railroad  to  Barre 
being  accomplished  and  thoroughly  cele- 
brated, the  next  thing  in  connection  with 
the  railroad  looked  for,  v»'as  the  telegraph 
at  the  village  depot,  which  was  duly  opened, 
sending  its  first  telegram,  Oct.  i,  1875. 

The  Barre  Fire  Company,  page  36,  took 
the  second  prize,  $200  at  the  trial  in  Bur- 
lington. 

Sami'EL  Goodell,  who  resides  at  Mas- 
sena,  N.  Y.,  and  who  frequently  writes  for 
the  newspapers — we  have  seen  his  verses 
in  X\\^  Barre  Enter-prise  of  late — was  "a 
Barre  boy,''  and  there  are  others  natives 
of  the  town,  both  among  the  living  and 
the  dead,  who  should  be  all  counted  back 
to  Barre  before  the  record  is  linally  closed 
for  the  first  huridred  years  of  her  history. 

Addexda  :  Page  16.  The  number  of 
soldiers  credited  to  Barre  in  the  county 
table  is  incorrect.  vSce  selectmen's  report 
for  1865  ;  page  42. 

Page  24,  2d  col.,  not  L  W.  but  1.  N. 
Camp;  page  25,  2d  col.,  comma  and  not 
period  after  bank,  and  next  after,  small,  not 
large  a,  one  connected  sentence.  Barre 
.Academy,  same  page,  the  name  of  Miss 
Emily  Frett  should  have  been  added 
to  the  list  of  teachers,  a  neice  of  Mrs. 
Spaulding,  who  taught  several  years  in  this 
institution,  now  teacher  in  a  normal  school 
in  Platteville  Wis. 

Goddard  Seminary,  page  26,  the  dates 
for,  was  taken  from  the  record  of  1880, 
since  which.  Dr.  Braley  has  died — see  no- 
tice page  25  ;  and  J.  M.  Haynes,  Llsq.,  of 
St.  Albans,  is  present  vice  president.  The 
name,  also,  of  the  second  principal,  page 
25,  is  Hav.es  and  not  Harris — F.  M. 
Hawes.  Page  48,  for  Susan  Cook,  read 
Mrs.  Susan  Town  Cook. 

We  must  also  ask  leniency  for  a  few- 
typographical  errors  in  the  Count)  chapter. 
The  proof  sent  to  the  author  at  a  distance 
returned  too  late  for  corrections  in  place  ; 
we  noted  them  for  insertion  here,  and  have 
j  made  the  mi.-,Lake  to  lose  the  paper,  and  to 
i  send  the  proofs  witli  them  to  another 
j  writer  ;  they  ma\-  be  added  to  the  addenda 
at  close  of  the  County. 
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BERLIN. 

TIY  SVLVAXUS  V.  XVE. 

liERLix  in  Washington  Co..  lat.  40° 
13/  loni^;.  1°  25,'  near  the  centre  of  the 
State,  bcuiidcd  X.  by  Middlesex,  Mont- 
pelier  ana  part  of  East  Afontpeiier,  E.  by 
i>arre  and  part  of  \Villiamsto\vn,  S.  by! 
Xorthfield  and  part  of  ^ViIlianlsto^vn,  and  I 
\V.  by  Moretown,  was  chartered  June  8,  ! 
1763,  wherein  it  Avas  declared  "and  is 
hereby  incorporated  into  a  tov/nship  by 
die  name  of  Berhn."' — Book  of  Charters, 
page  473-474  :  70  equal  shares. 

The  first  settlement  was  commenced  in 
tlie  summer  of  1785,  by  P^benezer  San- 
born from  Corinth,  on  what  was  aftL-rwards 
known  as  the  "IVradford  f;irm,''  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  Dog  river,  and 
Joseph  Thurber  from  N.  H.,  on  a  place 
near  the  moudi  of  the  same  river,  since 
known  as  the  "  Shepard  f  irm."  Sanborn 
and  Thurber  removed  the  next  year  to  the 
State  of  Xew  York.     In    I/66,  Moses 
Smith  moved  into  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the 
town,  and  in  17S7,  Daniel  Aiorse  from  the 
town  of  Washington,  with  his  family  on 
to  the  place  left  by  Thurber,  and  Jacob 
.Fowler  from  Corinth,  to  that  of  .SanBorn, 
and  John  Lathrop  froUi  Bethel,  into  the 
S.  E.  part  of  the  town.    In  J7S8,  Daniei- 
Morse  left,  and  his  place  was  occupied  by 
Hezekiah    Silloway    from    Corinth.  In 
17S9.  eig  -t  families  were  added,  making 
ill  all  thirteen,  and  in  1790,  eight  more. 
The  first  tov.'n  meeting  was  warned  by  I 
John  Tanlin,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  j 
held  March  31,  1791,  at  the  dwelling-house 
of  Aaron  Strong;  James  .Sawyer,  modera- 
tor, David  Nye,  clerk,  Zachariah  Perrin, 
Eleazer  Hubbard  and  James  Sawyer,  se- 
lectmen ;    Micajah    Ingham,  constable. 
Tlie  first  roads  through  the  town  were  ^ 
"  the  old  Brooklield  road,'"  entering  the  j 
town  from  the  south  and  passing  west  of  i 
the  Pond  to  Montpelier  and  the  "  Coos  | 
load  "from  Connecticut  river  to  Burling- j 
ton,  which  passed  through  tlie  town  from  I 
Bavre  village  10  the  rirst  named  road  at  i 
tlie  "  Bugbee  place.*'    The  nrst  school  in  ■ 
town    was    kept  in  a  log  school-house,  | 
standing  on    east  street  near  the  brick  [ 


house  built  by  the  late  Dea.  David  Nye, 
by  Mrs.  Titcomb  in  the  summer  of  1794, 
and  by  the  wife  of  Dr.  Collins  in  1795. 

The  first  school  on  Dog  river  was  kept 
by  Dr.  Gershom  Heaton  in  the  winter  of 
1 794-5,  in  a  log-house  near  the  residence 
of  the  late  Justus  Brown. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  built  by  E^lea/.er 
Hubbard  in  1791,  on  the  upper  falls  of 
Pond  brook,  now  knov/n  as  Benjamin's 
Falls, and  a  grist-mill  a  little  below  tlie 
saw-mill  one  year  later.  The  nearest  mill 
for  some  time  after  the  first  settlement  W3s 
at  Corinth,  more  than  28  miles  distant,  and 
not  patronized  by  our  settlers  to  a  great 
extent,  who  preferred  to  ji\'e  on  -ponjiil 
cake  ;  the  recipe  for  making  :  a  hole  burned 
in  the  top  of  a  large  stump ;  the  grain 
put  in,  pounded  to  such  fineness  as  the 
pounder  could  aftbrd,  and  then  made  into 
bread. 

The  first  store  and  tavern  was  kept  l>y 
Jonas  Parker  in  the  house  afterwards  the 
residence  of  "  Israel  Dewey,  about  iSoo."' 
The  next  was  opened  in  the  building  for- 
merly standing  south  of  the  above,  by 
Charles  Huntoon,  about  1806.  A  year  or 
two  after,  he  built  at  the  corner  opposite 
the  large  square  house  used  for  many  ye.irs 
.ii&jA  tavern.  His  successors  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  were  Ikmsley  Huntoon, 
Orrin  Carpenter  (in  1S16),  l^igelow  & 
V/heatley,  Andrew  Wheatley,  Farmer"^ 
and  Mechanics'  Interest  Co.,  Heaton  and 
Denney  who  closed  out  the  business  soon 
after  1850,  since  which  time  there  has  been 
no  store  kept  in  the  town.  The  town  is 
diversified  by  hills  and  valleys.  Stevens' 
branch  crosses  the  N.  E.  corner.  A  Jittie 
east  of  the  centre  lies  the  valley  of  the 
Pond  and  Pond  brook,  and  in  the  western 
part  the  valley  of  Dog  river.  The  eastern 
part  of  the  town  was  originally  covered 
\\  ith  a  dense  growth  of  hard  wood,  maple, 
beach,  birch,  elm,  etc.,  with  a  mixture  of 
spruce,  hemlock  and  basswood,  and  in  tlia 
svv'  imps  cedar  and  ash.  On  the  m.ountain 
in  th.e  centre  upon  the  south  side  of  tl'c 
tov>  n  diere  is  a  quantity  of  butternut,  wliiie 
v.est  of  Dog  river  there  is  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  spruce  and  hemlock.    The  soil  is 
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well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  English 
grains  and  grasses,  and  in  favorable  loca- 
tions Indian  corn  is  cultivated  in  per- 
fection. 

The  first  marriage  of  parties  living  in 
town  was  Joshua  Swan  to  Miss  Collins,  in 

 .    Tradition  sa3-s,  there  being  snow 

on  the  ground,  the  bride-elect  took  her 
seat  on  a  hand-sled,  and  the  gallant  bride- 
groom, with  one  or  two  to  assist,  drew  her 
to  Middlesex,  where  lived  the  nearest  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  (probably  Esq.  Putnam) 
v.  here  the  twain  were  duly  made  one  flesh, 
when  the  bride  resumed  her  seat  upon  the 
sled,  and  returijed  home  b>  the  way  she 
came,  on  the  same  day,  having  made  a 
bridal  tour  of  about  15  miles. 

Tiie  first  births  in  town  ^^ere  AbigrJl  K., 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Abigail  l]lack,  in 
17S9,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ira  Andrews, 
and  died  in  1864,  and  Porter  Perrin,  Feb. 
1790,  who  died  ?vlay  17,  1S71. 

The  first  deaths  were  in  17S9,  an  infant 
child  of  John  Lathrop,  and  a  little  later, 
the  Widow  Collins,  aged  88  years. 

PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  Er.EN'EZF.R  Collins,  who  remained 
in  town  but  a  short  time. 

Dr.  Gershom  Heatox,  born  in  Swan- 
zey,  N.  H.,  1773  ;  removedatan  early  age  | 
to  Hanover,  X.  H.  ;  graduatedat  the  med- 
ical department  in  Dartmor.th  College 
about  1795,  and  came  about  thesametime 
to  Berlin  ;  but  after  a  short  practice,  quit 
his  profession,  went  to  farming,  and  event- 
ually accumulated  a  handsome  p^-opcrty : 
died  Jan.  1850,  aged  77  years. 

Dr.  Jacob  Miller,  a  native  of  Middle- 
boro,    Mass.  ;  graduated   at  Dartmouth 
College   in  1S04:   pursued    his  medical 
studies  with  Nathan  Smith,  M.  D.,  and 
attended  lectures  at  Dartmouth  Medical 
College.    His  name  is  not  found,  how- 
ever, in  the  list  of  graduates.   He  married 
Parthenia  Dewey, of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  Mar.  I 
•10,  iSoS,  (born  in  Hanover, N.  PI. ,  Feb,  I 
13,  1781,  M.  2d,  Thomas  Beach,  of  Strat- i 
ford,  N.  H.,  whereshcdied2i,  Feb.  1846),  | 
and  probably  settled  in  Berlin  about  this  | 
time.    He  was  regarded  as  a  physician  of  i 
vinconimon  promise,  but  fell  a  victim  to  : 


the  spotted  fever  then  prevailing  as  an 
epidemic  through  the  State,  and  died  Jan. 
19,  1813.  He  left  one  son,  Jedcdiah,  born 
in  Berlin,  Sept.  15,  1811 ;  graduated M.  D. 
at  Dartmouth  College  in  1839,  and  died  in 
New  York  city  a  few  years  since. 

DR.  JOnX  WIXSLOW 

was  born  in  Pomfret,  Vt.,  Mar.  10,  17SS; 
read  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Joseph  Winslcw, 
of  Windsor,  attending  lectures  at  Dart- 
mouth Medical  College,  and  practicing 
with  his  uncle  in  Windsor  2  years.  He 
settled  in  Berlin  after  the  death  of  Dr. 
Miller  in  18 13.  Dr.  W.  held  a  good  rank 
with  the  practitioners  of  his  time,  being 
frequently  called  as  counsel,  and  having 
an  extensive  practice  in  Berlin  and  other 
towns  adjoining,  until  he  relinquished  prac- 
tice, soon  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife. 
He  was  respected  as  a  citizen  for  his  lib- 
erality in  whatever  contributed  to  the  pub- 
lic weal,  and  as  a  Christian  for  his  con- 
sistent lite  and  support  to  the  churcli  and 
its  institutions.  He  died  July  i,  1871, 
aged  83  years. 

Dr.  Wiiiblow  was  married  ist  to  Sarah 
Bishop,  (boni  in  Windsor,  Dec.  17,  1791  ; 
died- Apr.  7,  1S35)  ;  2d,  to  Keziah  Heaton, 
(born  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  1800)  ;  children, 
a  daughter,  who  died  before  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  and  a  son,  JohnF.  Winslow, 
who  now  resides  in  Berlin. 

DR.  ORIX  SMITH, 

son  of  Christopher  Smith,  born  in  Marlow, 
N.  H.,  July  27,  1807,  at  an  early  age  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Williamstown, 
V^t. ;  when  nineteen,  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  Z.  O.  13urnham,  of  Williamstown,  and 
in  1830,  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 
the  University  of  Vei-mont.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  Berlin,  andheartily  de-- 
voted  himself  to  his  profession.  Nov.  1830, 
he  was  married  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Abel 
Knapp,  Esq.  Of  7  children  by  this  mar- 
riage, one  son  and  daughter  only  are  now, 
(1873),  living,  in  Illinois. 

Dr.  Smith  repeatedly  held  town  offices  ; 
in  1834,  '35,  '37,  ■'49  was  tov/n  represent- 
ative, and  after  a  successful  practice  of 
nearly  20  years  in  Berlin,  removed  to 
Montpelier,  and  in  1S53,  became  professor 
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of  obstetrics,  etc.,  in  the  University  of!  be  other  ways  to  ciioke  a  dog  than  by  giv 


V'ern-.ont,  but  removed  to  Chicago  finally, 
where  he  held  a  high  position  as  a  phy- 
sician. He  died  in  Chicago,  Aug.  1867, 
aged  60  years. 

FIRST  SKTTLERS. 

fACOR  FowLKR  was  the  first  settler  who 
resided  here  permanently,  or  left  descend- 
ants in  town.  He  was  a  hunter,  and  had 
often  been  through  the  town  on  Winooski 
river  and  its  branches  during,  and  perhaps 
previous  to,  the  Revolutionary  War.    At  |  ^nd  held"  him  like 


'  ing  him  bread  and  butter,  so  I  laid  a  plan 
my  moose  would  not  be  looking  for.  The 
next  day  I  shouldered  a  bear  trap  I  pos- 
sessed, weighing  nearly  forty  pounds,  with 
the  iron  teeth  more  than  an  inch  long, 
went  up  to  the  pond,  and  set  it  at  the 
water's  edge  in  the  path  where  he  came 
down  to  drink,  chained  it  securely  to  a 
sapling,  and  went  home.    The  next  day  I 
I  went  there  again,  and  as  I  drew  near  my 
i  trap,  I  saw  a  monstrous  rnoose  stand  over 
I  the  spot  where  1  had  set  it.  He  had  got  one 
I  fore-foot  into  it,  and  those  murderous  in- 
I  terlockinir  teeth  had  clenched  his  fetlock 


:e.  The  next  mo- 
ment I  put  a  bullet  through  his  heart,  and 
brought  him  to  the  ground,  wlien  cutting 
out  his  tongue,  lips,  and  the  best  part  of  a 
round,  I  went  home  not  a  little  proud  of 
the  exploit  of  outwitting  him  at  last. 

It  is  said  that  Fowler  spent  the  last  years 
of  his  life  in  Canada,  and  died  there  at  an 
advanced  age. 

H£Zi:iClAH  SILLOWAY 

came  to  }>erlin  from  Corinth  in  1788,  and 
settled  ov.  the  ••  Shc-pard  farm"'  at  the 
mouth  of  Dog  river,  where  he  resided 
about  twenty  years,  when  he  sold  the  farm 
to  Mr.  Shepard,  and  removed  to  Mont- 
pelier,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  at  tl)e 
age  of  90  years.  He  had  been  a  Revolu- 
r  part  of  the  Revolutionary  |  tionary  soldier. 


the  time  of  the  burning  of  Royalton  in 
1780,  when  the  Indians  v.-ent  down  the 
Winooski,  he  was  up  \\'aterbury  river. 
On  returning  to  the  month  of  the  river,  he 
came  on  the  trail,  and  followed  it  back  to 
Berlin  Pond.  Finding  indications  of  en- 
campments at  the  mouth  of  Dog  river,  and  j 
on  the  west  side  of  Berlin  Pond,  near  the  | 
neck,  he  supposed  they  had  been  to  New- 
bury or  Corinth  until  he  arrived  at  this 
place,  when  the  trail  bearing  to  the  south, 
he  concluded  they  had  come  from  another 
direction.  He  has  sometimes  been  ac- 
cused, but  probably  unjustly,  of  having 
been  a  Tory.  It  is  said  that  he  was  en- 
listed in  the  garrison  stationed  at  Corinth 
during  the  latt 

War,  and  was  employed  by  Gen'.  Wait 
the  commander,  as  an  Indian  scout.    It  is 
related  of  him,  by  the  late  Hon.  D.  P. 
Thompson  : 

"  I  used  to  think,"  said  the  hunter,  "I 
had  as  much  wit  as  any  wild  varmint  that 
was  ever  scared  up  in  our  woods.  But  a 
sly  old  moose  once  completely  baffled  me 
in  trying  to  get  a  shot  at  him.  This  an- 
imal's usual  range  was  on  Irish  hill,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Berlin  Pond.  This  I  discovered 
by  finding  one  day,  as  I  was  coming  along 
the  margin  of  the  pond,  a  path  leading 
down  to  the  water,  which  I  knew,  by  the 
tracks  of  great  size,  and  of  different  de- 
grees of  freshness,  was  made  by  a  large 
moose  that  must  have  come  down  daily  to 
drnik.  On  making  this  discovery  I  re- 
solved to  have  him.  But  after  trying  on 
three  ditlerent  days  to  get  a  shot  at  him,  I 
utterly  failed  ;  for  either  by  the  keenness 
of  his  sight,  or  smell,  or  hearing,  he  al- 
ways took  the  alarm,  and  made  otT  without 
allowuig  me  more  than  a  mere  glimpse  of 
him.    As  I  was  tnrnin<r  away  from  the 


HON.  SALVIX  COLLINS, 

born  in  Southboro,   ,  Mar.  6,  176S, 

when  about  twenty-three,  came  to  Ikrlin, 
and  purchased  a  farm  adjoining  Zachariah 
Perrin  and  Jabez  Ellis,  to  this  day  known 
as  the  old  Cjllins  farm.  He  married  Re- 
becca Wilder,  of  Lancaster,  Mass.,  and 
had  5  children.  His  eldest  daughter  mar- 
ried Lion.  John  Spaulding,  of  Alontpelier. 
After  14  or  15  years,  Mr.  Collins  sold  his 
farm  to  Zachariah  Perrin,  and  moved  to 
the  "Corners,''  then  containing  a  store, 
tavern  and  several  mechanics  shops.  In 
1805  and  '6  he  was  representative  of  the 
town;  in  18 11,  assistant  Judge  of  the  new 
Co.  of  Jefferson,  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Montpelier  village.  In  18 12  he  re- 
ceived a  second  election  as  County  Judge, 
and  in  1S15,  "vas  elected  Judge  of  Probate 
of  Washington  Co.,  to  which  office  he  re- 
ceived five  successive  elections,  a  greater 
num.ber  then  ever  was  received  in  this  dis- 
trict by  any  man  except  Judge  Loomis. 
For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life,  at 
^        ^  least,  he  was  constantly  in  tlie  commission 

last  attempt,  it  occurred  to  nie  there  might!  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  for 
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a  greater  portion  of  the  time  did  a  large 
share  of  the  justice  business  of  the  villay,e. 

I-Ie  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  ex- 
empla)[y  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  Berlin,  and  on  removing  to 
iMontpelier,  united  himself  with  the  Con- 
gregational church  of  this  place,  of  which 
in  a  few  years  he  was  chosen  a  deacon,  and 
as  such  officiated  for  the  remaindei  of  his 
life.  His  first  wife  dying  in  1816,  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Lucy  Clark,  who  survived  him 
about  8  years.  L' nobtrusive,  unassuming, 
quiet,  social  and  intelligent,  few  men  were 
better  calculated  to  make  friends  than 
Judge  Collins,  and  few  men  ever  had  more 
of  tiiem.  His  abiding  integrity  was  never 
doubled;  while  the  offices  to  which  he  was 
time  and  again  elected  show  in  what  esti- 
mation his  iniellectual  powers,  though  un- 
aided by  any  but  the  commonest  of  educa- 
tion, were  held  by  the  public.  He  died 
Nov.  9,  1831,  age  63,-  an  extensive  circle 
of  rclati\'es  and'the  public  as  m.ounifrs. — 
[From  D.  P.  Thompson. 

JOHN  TAPLIN,  ESQ. 

John  Taplin,  v>ho  though  by  common 
usage  entitled  to  the  military  appellation 
of  Major  and  the  civil  one  of  Honorable, 
was  yet  generally  known  by  the  unpretend- 
ing designation  of  Ksquire  Taplin,  was 
born  in  Marlboro,  Mass..  1748.  In  about 
1764,  he  removed  with  his  father,  Colonel 
John  TapHn,  to  Newbury,  Vt.,  and  soon 
after  to  Corinth,  of  which  town  his  father 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors. 

LI  is  father,  one  of  the  most  noted  men 
or  his  times,  had  been  a  colonel  in  the 
British  army  under  Gen.  Amherst,  and 
actively  engaged  with  Rogers,  Putnam, 
Stark  and  other  distinguished  American 
officers  in  reducing  the  fortresses  on  Lake 
Champlain  and  fighting  their  red  allies, 
then  prowling  through  the  entire  wilder- 
ness territory  of  \'ermont.  And  young 
Taplin,  after  receiving  a  fair  common- 
school  education  for  his  years,  was,  from 
the  age  of  12  to  15  out  with  his  tatlier,  in 
this  French  and  Indian  war,  being  gener- 
ally stationed  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticon- 
deroga.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  V^er- 
mont,  Colonel  Taplin  was  appointed  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  chief  judge 
of  the  court  of  what  was  then  called  Crlou- 
cester  County,  but  afterwards  Orange 
County :  And  young  Taplin  then  desig- 
nated as  John  Taplin,  Junior,  was,  though 
then  but  barely  21,  appointed  high  sheritf 
of  the  same  court  and  county.  Kings- 
land,  now  Washington,  was  at  first  fixed 
upon  as  the  .shire  town  of  this  new  county, 
and  the  new  court  was  once  actually 
opened  there,  through  the  town  was  then 
wholly  an  unbroken  wilderness.    We  have 


already,  while  treating  of  the  New  York 
grants  in  this  section,  alluded  to  the  sin- 
gular opening  of  a  court  in  the  woods  in 
this  place ;  but  as  the  record  of  this  curi- 
ous transaction,  which  has  but  recently 
come  to  light,  cannot  fail  to  be  regarded 
as  an  interesting  antiquarian  document, 
we  will  copy  it  entire. 

"KiNGSLANiJ,  Gloucester  County,  ? 
Province  of  New  York,  May  29,  1770.  ^ 

Court  met  for  the  fi^rst  time,  and  the 
ordinance  and  comitions  Being  Read. 
John  Taplin,        ^  Judges  being  appointed 
Samuel  Sleeper.    >"by  the  Government  of 
Thomas  Sumner,  )         New  York, 
were  present,  and  the  Courts  opened  as  is 
usual  in  other  Courts — Also  present 
James  Pennock,  ^ 

Abner  Fowler,    >  Justices  of  the  Ouomm. 

John  Peters,  j 

John  Taplin,  Jr.,  Sheriff. 

"N.  B.  these  Courts  were  the  Courts  of 
Quarterly  ses>ions  and  the  Court  of  com- 
mon Plea  for  Said  County. 

"  Court  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  in 
August  next  to  be  held  in  said  Kingsland. 

"Opened  accordingly,  and  appointed 
four  Constables,  Simeon  Stevens  for  Nev/- 
bury,  Jesse  McFarland  for  Moretown, 
Abi'ier  Howard  for  Thetford,  and  Samuel 
Pennock  for  Strafford,  and  adjourned  to 
the  last  Tuesday  of  Nov.  "Nov.  27, 
Court  opened  at  Kingsland.  Calied  over 
the  docket  of  8  cases  only,  put  over  and 
dismissed  them,  and  appointed  Ebcnczer 
Green  constable  for  Thetford,  and  Samuel 
Pennock,  l'2benezer -Martin  and  Ebenezer 
(ireen  and  Sanuiel  Allen  Surveyors  for  the 
County,  and  adjourned  to  February  next 
last  Tuesday. 

Feb.  25,  ?  Sett  out  from  .Aloretown  for 
1 77 1.     )  Kings  Land,  uavelled  iintill 
Knight  there  Being  no  Rond,  and  the 
Snow  very  depe,  we  travelled  on  Snow 
Shoes  or  Racats,  on  the  26th  we  travelled 
Some  ways,  and  Held  a  Council  when 
it  was  concluded  it  was   Best  to  open 
the  Court  as  we  Saw  No  Line  it  was  not 
whether  in  Kingsland  or  not.     But  we 
concluded  we  were  farr  in  the  woods  we 
did  not  expect  to  See  any  House  unless 
we  marched  three  miles  within  Kingsland 
apd  no  one  lived  there  when  the  Court  was 
ordered  to  be  opened  on  the  spot,  present 
John  Taplin,  Judge 
John  Peters  of  the  Ouonnn 
John  Taplin  Jr.,  Sheriff. 

all  Causes  Continued  or  adjourned  over 
.0  Next  term  the  Court,  if  one,  adjourned 
over  until  the  last  Tuesday  in  May  Next 
at  which  time  it  was  opened  and  after  dis- 
posing of  one  case  of  bastardy,  adjourned 
to  August  next. 

"  John  Peters  Clerk." 


57 


Thus  ends  this  curious  specimen  of  ju- 
dicial records.  It  will  be  seen  at  the  first 
court  nothing  is  hinted  about  the  court 
lacing  held  in  the  woods  and  snows.  It 
was  probably  held  at  the  nearest  house  in 
Corinth,  and,  by  a  judicial  fiction,  treated 
as  a  court  at  Kingsland.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  court  was  ever  called 
at  Kingsland  after  the  so-called  August 
Term,  1771,  having  the  next  term  met 
at  Newbury,  where  it  continued  to  hold 
sessions  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rev- 
olution. The  court  did  not,  however, 
give  up  the  idea  of  making  Kingsland  the 
seat  of  justice,  for  they  ordered  their  young 
Sheriff,  John  Taplin,  Jr.,  to  build  a  log 
jail  there,  which  he  promptly  executed, 
and  made  return  to  the  court  apcordingl)-, 
though  it  is  believed  that  the  jail,  as  such, 
was  never  occupied.  This  singularly  orig- 
inated log-jail  was  situated  a  mile  or  two 
S.  E.  of  the  present  village  of  Washington, 
near  the  sources  of  the  brook  which,  run- 
ning northerly  into  Stevens'"  Branch,  thence 
forward,  took  the  name  of  Jail  Branch. 
On  the  opening  of  the  Revolution,  Colonel 
Taplin  declining  to  take  sides  against  the 
King  who  had  distinguished  him,  retired 
during  the  war  into  Canada,  leaving  our 
John  Taplin,  Jr.,  on  the  paternal  property 
in  Corinth,  where  lie  resided  until  many 
years  after  Vermont  had  become  a  State, 
and  was  so  much  esteemed  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  as  to  liave  received  from  them 
at  least  two  elections  as  their  represent- 
ative in  the  legislature.  In  the  summer  of 
17S7  he  removed  to  Berlin,  having  pur- 
chased that  excellent  farm  on  the  lower 
part  of  Dog  River,  since  known  as  the  old 
John  Hayden  place,  and  became  the  first 
representative  of  Berlin,  and  for  several 
years  the  first  officiating  justice  of  tlie 
peace  in  all  this  vicinity. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  married  Miss 
Catharine  Lovell,  daughter  of  Colonel  Ne- 
hemiah  Lovell,  of  New^bury,  who  was 
grand-son  of  the  celebrated  hero  of  the 
Lovell  Pond  Indian  battle.  His  first  wife 
dying  in  1794,  he  married  the  following 
Near  Miss  Lydia  Gove,  of  Portsmouth. 
l''y  his  first  wife  he  had  12  children,  by 
I'is  last,  9 — twenty-one  in  all,  and  what 
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is  still  more  remarkable,  they  all  except 
one,  wliich  was  accidentally  scalded,  caus- 
ing death  in  infancy,  lived  to  marry  and 
setde  down  in  life  as  the  heads  of  families, 
furnishing  an  instance  of  family  fruitful - 
ness  and  health  that  perhaps  never  had  a 
parallel  in  the  State.  Mr.  Taplin's  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  men  and  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life  was,  from  his  varied  opportu- 
nities for  observation,  quite  extensive,  and 
his  natural  intellectual  capacities  were  at 
least  of  a  highly  respectable  order.  But 
probably  what  are  called  the  sentiments  or 
moral  affections  should  be  considered  as 
constituting  the  predominant  traits  of  his 
diameter.  At  all  events,  kindness  to  all,  an 
active  benevolence  and  charity  to  tlie  poor 
and  distressed,  were  very  conspicuous  el- 
ements of  his  nature,  and  his  house  and 
hands  were  ever  alike  open  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  those  who  might  solicit  his  hos- 
pitalities or  more  substantial  assistance. 
As  is  too  often  the  case,  the  sharp,  selfish 
world  failed  not  to  take  advantage.  The 
free  horse  was  at  lengtli  almost  ridden  to 
death.  At  the  age  of  fifty  he  found  himself 
badly  involved  in  pecuniary  enibarrass- 
ments,  grov.  ing  out  of  his  general  system  of 
benevolence  in  a  good  degree,  though  main- 
ly out  of  his  acts  of  accommodation  in  be- 
coming bondsman  for  others.  These  so 
sadly  reduced  his  property  as  to  compel 
him  to  part  with  his  valuable  old  home- 
stead for  one  less  costly,  and  which  last  he 
was  also  induced  after  a  time,  from  grow- 
ing infirmities,  to  resign,  and  reside  with 
one  of  his  sons  in  the  village.  The  last 
years  of  his  life  were  thus  clouded,  but  he 
was  held  in  the  estimation  of  all  as  one  of 
the  most  amiable  and  best  of  men  and 
Christians,  and  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
citizens.  He  died  in  Montpeher,  Nov. 
1835,  aged  87,  his  memory  being  warmly 
cherished  by  all  who  remember  his  tall, 
comely  person,  the  mild  dignity  of  his  de- 
portment, and  never-varying  amenity  of 
manners  toward  all  classes  of  people. 

CAI'T.  JAMES  HOBARl\ 

James  Hobart  came  to  Berlin  in  1787, 
from  Newbury,  Vt.,  settling  at  the  mouth 
of  Jones'  Brook.  He  had  formerly  lived  in 
Plymouth,  N.  H.,  where  his  son  (Rev.) 
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James  was  born,  said  to  have  been  the 
first  male  child  born  in  that  town.  Al- 
though religiously  inclined,  careful  and 
particular  as  the  head  of  a  family,  he  never 
made  a  public  profession  of  religion  until 
at  about  the  age  of  91  years  he  joined  the 
1st  Cong,  church  of  Berlin.  About  100 
years  before  his  birth  one  of  his  ancestors, 
Rev.  Peter  Hohart,  a  Congregational  min- 
ister, came  to  this  country  from  England, 
and  was  a  minister  in  Hingham,  Mass.,  a 
great  many  years.  Capt.  Hobart  spent 
about  10  years  of  the  last  of  his  life  with 
his  son  Rev.  J.,  Vv'orking  at  the  cooper's 
trade  and  cutting  his  own  fire-wood.  He 
died  in  1834,  aged  95  years. 

ZACHARIAH  PFKRIN 

came  with  his  famil)-  from  Hebron,  Ct.,  in 
1789,  and  settled  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town,  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his 
grand-son,  J.  Newton  Penin.  In  March, 
with  two  pairs  of  oxen  and  sled,  bringing 
wife  and  two  children  and  a  stock  of  pro- 
visions, he  came  by  the  Connecticut  and 
Vv'hite  rivers  to  Brookfield,  which  was  then 
the  end  of  the  road.  The  remainder  of 
tiie  way  was  by  marked  trees,  and  snow 
3  to  4  feet  deep.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  and  settlement  of  the 
town  ;  was  a  friend  of  education,  and  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  for  the  support  of  which  he  gave 
liberally.  He  lived  to  raise  up  a  large 
family,  and  accumulate  a  large  property  as 
a  farmer,  and  died  May,  1838,  aged  88. 

ELEAZER  HUBBARD, 

a  native  of  Connecticut,  age  about  sixty, 
came  from  Glastenbury,  Ct.,  with  an  ox- 
team,  bringing  mill-stones  and  irons,  and 
purchased  the  lot  of  land  in  which  is  Ben- 
jamin's Falls,  on  Pond  brook,  at  the  head 
of  which  in  1790  or  '91  he  erected  the  first 
saw  and  grist-mills  in  town.  The  mills 
were  occupied  a  number  of  years  after  his 
death  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  89  years,  but 
nothing  now  remains  of  them  but  the 
foundation  walls  and  one  granite  mill- 
stone. 

DAVID  NVE, 

son  of  Afelatiah  Nye,  and  grand-father  of 
the  writer  of  this  article,  came  to  Berlin 


from  Glastenbury,  Conn.,  with  his  wife, 
(Honor  Tryon),  and  two  cliildren,  a  son 
and  a  daughter,  in  1790,  having  served  his 
country  several  years  in  the  Continental 
army  as  a  musician ;  was  in  the  battle  on 
Long  Island  in  1776.  When  the  town 
was  organized  in  1791,  he  was  elected  the 
first  town  clerk,  and  in  several  succeeding 
years  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  as 
well  as  other  important  oflices.  A  few 
years  after  he  came  to  town,  Mr.  Nye 
united  with  the  Congregational  church,  of 
!  v/hich  while  he  lived  he  was  an  active  and 
consistent  member,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  and  until  his  death,  he  was  an  acting 
deacon.  For  several  years  he  divided  his 
time  between  cultivating  his  farm,  and 
buying  and  driving  beef  cattle  to  the  Boston 
market.  When  the  temperance  leforma- 
tion  spread  over  the  land  previous  to  1S30, 
{  he  was  one  of  the  first  in  this  town  to 
adopt  and  stand  upon  the  platform  of  total 
abstinence.  He  died  in  Sept.  1S32,  at  72 
years  of  age. 

ELIJAH  NYE, 

brother  of  David  Nye,  removed  to  Berlin 
at  the  same  time,  and  settled  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town.  He  removed  to 
Montpelier  in  1825,  wheie  he  died  in  1852, 
at  the  age  of  84  years. 

SOLOMON  NVE, 

a  native  of  Glastenbury,  Ct.,  brother  of 
David  and  Elijah,  at  the  age  of  18  enlisted 
in  the  Conti.iental  army,  and  served  as  a 
teamster.  He  came  to  Berlin  about  1808  ; 
was  a  farmer;  died  in  1857,  aged  93  years. 

JOSHUA  BAILEY, 

a  native  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  came  from 
Nev/bury,  Vt.,  in  1790,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  afterwards  the  home  of  his  son.  Cyrus 
Bailey.    Ife  died  in  1804,  aged  53. 

CAPT.  JAMES  SAWVER, 

born  in  Ha/erhill,  iVLass.,  in  1738,  v/as 
Captain  of  a  company  of  minute  nien, 
1776.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tion he  owned  a  good  farm,  which  he  sold, 
was  paid  in  continental  currency,  and 
was  consequently  left  almost  penniless. 
After  living  in  various  places,  he  came  to 


liorlni  with  his  son  in  1790,  unci  died  in 
1 80 1,  aged  63  years. 

James,  son  of  Captain  James,  came  to 
Berlin  with  his  father  in  1790,  and  settled 
on  Dog  River,  where  he  was  successful  as 
a  farmer  and  lived  until  his  death,  in  1859, 
at  the  age  of  93. 

JABEZ  ELLIS 

came  from  Gilead,  Ct.,  in  the  spring  of 
1789,  and  located  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town.  He  returned  for  a  wife  the  Decem- 
ber following ;  married  Hannah  Mack,  of 
Hebron,  Ct.,  whom  he  brought  on  with  a 
stock  of  provisions  upon  an  ox-sled,  com- 
ing up  the  west  side  of  the  mountains  to 
Essex,  and  up  the  Winooski  to  Montpel- 
ier.  He  also  brought  on  some  tea  for  sale 
to  the  settlers.  By  industry  and  perse- 
verance he  accuiimlatcd  a  handsome  pjop- 
erty,  and  gave  liberally  for  the  support  of 
the  institutions  of  religion.  He  represented 
the  town  in  the  Legislature  (^f  Vermont  in 
1815  and  '17,  and  died  in  1832,  aged  88. 

W'lLLLA.M  FLAGG 

came  from "  Holden,  Mass.,  in  17S9,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pond.  He  died  in  1838,  at  84  years  of 
age.  i\Ir.  Flagg  enlisted  as  a  soldier  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
and  of  Monmouth. 

JACOB  BLACK, 

a  native  of  .lolden,  Mass.,  came  about  the 
same  tinie  as  Flagg,  and  settled  on  a  lot 
adjoining  him.  Mr.  Black  and  Mr.  Flagg 
ajipear  to  have  been  born  the  same  year 
and  lived  to  about  the  same  age.  They 
probably  enlisted  at  about  the  same  time 
in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  were  in 
nearly  the  same  battles,  beginning  with 
that  of  Bunker  Hill.  They  were  both  in 
the  battle  at  Monmouth  Court  House  under 
^Vashington,  3  years  later.  Mr.  Black, 
'r:  addition  to  clearing  and  cultivating  his 
iarin,  worked  for  his  neighbors  as  occasion 
required  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  About 
i'Si8,  Mr.  Black  removed  to  Marshfield, 
where  he  died  in  iSjS,  age  84. 

•Silas  Black,  son  of  Jacob,  born  in 
Holden,  was  12  years  old  when  his  father 
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came  to  Berlin.  When  of  age  he  settled 
on  a  farm  adjoining  his  father.  Tending 
saw-mill  when  a  }'0ung  man,  seated  on  a 
log  to  keep  it  in  place,  while  the  .saw  was 
cutting  through  it,  the  wind  blowing  his 
frock  before  the  saw,  the  saw  descending 
took  in  both  frock  and  leg,  inflicting  a  deep 
gash  below  the  knee,  and  a  second  stroke 
above  the  ankle-joint,  jerked  out  nearly  all 
the  sinews  in  this  part  of  the  leg,  severed 
by  the  tirst  cut  of  the  saw.  Again  Mr. 
Black  was  assisting  in  taking  down  a  barn- 
frame,  a  heavy  timber  fell  upon  one  of  his 
legs  near  his  body,  crushing  it  to  a  mass 
of  jelly,  and  breaking  the  bone  badly, 
after  which  he  always  limped  in  his  v/alk. 
He  died  in  1867,  aged  90. 

CAPT.  DANIEL  TAYLOR 

came  to  Berlin  in  March,  1793;  married 
Miss  Ruharnah  Ellis,  sister  of  Jabez  Ellis. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
for  a  time  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
British.  For  some  time  after  he  com- 
menced on  his  farm,  at  the  center  of  the 
town,  he  kept  a  tavern,  and  small  stock  of 
goods  and  groceries  for  sale.  He  was  a 
man  of  energy  and  decision.  When  the 
call  came  for  men  to  go  to  Plattsburg  to 
beat  back  the  15ritish  arm.y,  then  advanc- 
ing up  the  Lake,  Mr.  Ta}lor  mounted  his 
horse  at  dusk,  and  taking  his  trusty  fire- 
lock in  his  hand,  rode  to  Burlington  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  in  the  morning  crossed 
over  the  Lake  to  Plattsburg,  and  was  with 
the  detachment  sent  up  the  river  to  pre- 
vent the  eneuiy  from  crossing.  Jle  died  in 
i83i,aged74. 

CAPT.  JA-AIES  PERLEY, 

born  in  Methuen,  Mass.,  in  1760,  at  the 
age  of  16  years  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  under  Gen.  Knox, 
and  served  3  years.  The  next  8  years  of 
his  life  he  spent  upon  the  c^ean  as  cap- 
tain's mate,  visiting  different  places  in  both 
hemispheres.  He  came  here  in  I79i,and 
seLtled  on  a  bnn  near  the  center  of  the 
town,  which  he  occupied  the  remainder  of 
his  lite.  Capt.  Perley  and  his  son,  Sam- 
uel Perley,  were  both  at  the  Battle  of 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  11,  1814.  He 
died  in  Berlin,  in  1850,  aged  90  years. 
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STEPHEN  PEARSOX, 

born  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  in  1756,  when  sev- 
enteen, enlisted  for  the  v/ar.  At  the  Battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  the  inspecting  officer  or- 
dered him  to  give  up  his  gun  to  a  larger 
man,  he  being  of  smaller  stature,  but  Pear- 
son, stepping  back,  presented  the  muzzle, 
saying,  "  You  must  take  it  this  way  if  at 
all,  I  am  going  into  the  fight."'  He  did  go, 
and  came  out  without  a  scratch.  He  came 
to  Berlin  in  1793  ;  was  a  respectable  farmer  ; 
died  in  1842,  aged  82. 

JOEL  WAKKEX. 

born  in  Northboro,  Mass.,  Nov.  1772, 
came  in  1796,  and  purchased  a  lot  of  land 
a  little  west  of  the  center  of  the  town  ; 
worked  one  year,  and  put  up  a  log-house, 
into  which  he  moved  the  next  year  with 
his  wife ;  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  raised 
a  moderately  large  family  of  children,  and 
accumulated  a  handsome  fortune  :  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1S19  : 
died  in  April,  1849,  aged  77  \  ears. 

ABEE  KXAPP.  ESQ., 

and  wife  were  among  the  early  settlers  ; 
resided  nearly  two  generations  upon  the 
farm  at  the  cross-roads  at  the  centre.  He 
v.as  town  clerk  except  one  year  of  Dr. 
Gershom  Heaton's  service,  from  1795  to 
1845 — 49  years,  and  was  justice  of  the 
peace  50  years ;  judge  of  probate  of  his 
county  1813,  '14;  member  of  the  constitu- 
tional conv  urtion  of  1836;  town  treasurer 
several  years ;  town  representative  14 
years,  1809 — 1S23.  He  was  also  a  sur- 
veyor; kept  his  survey  notes,  and  helped 
settle  many  a  dispute  about  surveys.  He 
was  a  native  of  Rehoboth,  Mass. ;  mar- 
ried Miriam  Hawks  of  Charlemont,  Mass.  ; 
children  5  sons,  4  daughters.  His  monu- 
ment bears  tiiis  memorial  of  a  good  man  : 
His  record  is  on  high.'' — From  C.  L. 
KxAPP,  Lowell,  Mass. 

MAJOR  SAMUEL  JONES 

settled  at  the  niouth  ot  j'ones  brook,  which 
took  his  name,  upon  a  farni  Ja.mes  Hobart 
had  lived  on  10  years.  He  was  an  ener- 
getic man,  accumulated  a  good  property 
and  raised  a  large  famiiy.  He  died  in 
1859,  ^'^^ 


MAJOR  JOSTAH  BENJAMIN, 

son  of  William  Benjamin,  was  born  in 
Ashburnham,  Mass.,  June,  1769;  married 
Lucy  Banning  of  Conn..  Oct.  10,  1791  ; 
came  to  Berlin  in  1793.  After  occupying' 
and  clearing  up  several  farms  in  x8oo,  he 
finally  settled  on  the  farm  on  Stevens 
Branch,  now  occupied  by  his  son  Josiah 
Benjamin,  where  he  died  June,  1836,  aged 
67.  His  title  was  earned  in  the  State 
militia  at  a  time  when  it  meant  something. 

ELLSHA  AXDREWS, 

Second  son  of  Elisha,  Jr.,  of  Eastbury, 
Conn.,  moved  to  Sandgate,  Vt.,  about 
1783,  or  '85.  He  built  a  hut  of  poles  with 
but  a  hand-sled  to  get  the  materials  togeth- 
er with  ;  roofed  his  little  residence  with 
boughs;  when  it  rained  he  and  his  Asife 
covered  the  children  v/ith  blankets ;  but 
after  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Manches- 
ter into  better  quarters,  and  from  there  to 
Berlin,  about  1796.  He  was  among  the 
first  settlers  here,  and  located  in  the  woods 
near  the  west  end  of  the  pond.  He  put 
up  a  log-house  into  which  he  used  to  draw 
with  a  horse  logs  for  the  back-log  of 
his  fire,  8  feet  in  length.  He  cleared  the 
land,  cultivated  the  soil,  reared  a  large 
family,  and  died  June  19.  1826,  aged  67. 

SAEFORD  CUMMIXGS 

came  here  v/hen  7  years  of  age,  from 
Ward,  (now  Auburn,)  Mass.;  remained 
till  he  was  12;  walked  back  to  his  native 
town  ;  stayed  a  number  of  years  and  re- 
turned to  Be  Jin  on  foot.  About  this  time, 
he  married  Mary  Stickney.  He  died  in 
1867,  age  87  years. 

COL.  JAMES  JOHNSON, 

a  native  of  Mass.,  came  here  in  1794,  and 
settled  on  Dog  river.  He  lived  on  his 
farm  till  his  death ;  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property  and  never  had  a  lawsuit. 
He  served  one  year  as  captiiin  in  the  war 
of  1812;  the  time  being  mostly  spent 
upon  our  northern  frontier.  The  title  cf 
Colonel  was  honorably  earned  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State.    Died  in  1861,  age,  88. 

Abraham  Townsend,  a  native  of  vVest- 
boro,  Mass.  A.  soldier  in  the  revolutionary 
army;    was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill; 
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raine  here  about  1800,  was  a  farmer;  died 
in  1S25,  aged  84. 

Abe]  Sawyer  came  here  from  Harlland 
in  178S.  Entered  the  service  of  his  coiin- 
trv  at  the  age  of  16,  as  a  blacksmith  ;  died 
in  1836,  aged  76. 

THE  DEWEVS. 

Simeon,  William,  Israel  and  Henry, 
brothers  (all  of  them  having  the  prefix  of 
uncle,  by  the  early  settlers  and  their  de- 
scendants generally,  the  tAvo  first  however, 
being  sonietimes  called  Capt.  Sim  and 
Capt.  Kill,  and  the  third  LcficuiDit  Dewey 
in  consequence  of  honors  in  the  Vermont 
militia)  weie  among  the  early  settlers. 
They  were  descendants  from  Thomas 
Dewey  w  ho  was  an  early  settler  from  Mas- 
sachusetts Colony  and  "  came  to  Windsor, 
Ct.,  from  Mass.  in  1639  "^^'^^^^  ^^J'-  biuit." 

Simeon  Dkwf.v  was  born  in  Colchester, 
Ci.,  Aug.  20,  1770,  married  Prudence 
Yemans,  Feb.  27,  1794,  (born  in  Tolland, 
Ct.,  Mar.  29,  1772,  died  in  Berlin,  Apr.  i, 
1844,)  and  settled  the  sam.e  year  on  Dog 
river.  He  removed  to  Montpelier  in  1825, 
where  he  was  deputy  jailer  8  years,  return- 
ing to  his  farm  in  Berlin  in  1833,  v/ht^re  he 
remained  until  the  death  of  his  wife/  lie 
died  in  Montpelier,  January  11,  1863, 
aged  92. 

William  Dewev,  born  in  Hanover,  N. 
H.,  Jan.  26,  1772.  He  settled  in  Berlin 
in  1795,  on  the  farm  below  his  brother 
Simeon's  ;  married  Abigail  Flagg,  22  Apr. 
1804,  (born  July  19,  1783,  died  July  28, 
1826).  He  died  Sept.  7,  1S40;  he  was  a 
successful  farmer  and  useful  citizen. 

Israel  Dewev,  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H., 
Jan.  26,  1777,  settled  in  iSoi,  on  the  up- 
per farm  on  Dog  river,  and  removed  from 
thence  to  the  east  part  of  the  town  about 
1S05,  and  from-thence  to  Lunenburgh,  Vt., 
iu  1851,  where  he  died  July  21,  1862,  aged 
85  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vt.  1820,  "21  and  '26;  postmas- 
ter in  Berlin  from  1825  to  1850,  and  em- 
ployed perhaps  more  than  any  other  man, 
■^vith  one  exception  (Hon.  Abel  Knapp)  in 
town  offices,  as  a  magistrate,  and  in  the 
settlement  of  estates.  He  was  always 
ready  to  give  his  time  and  pecuniary  aid, 


beyond  his  real  abilities,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  common  schools  ;  the  welfare 
of  the  Congregational  church  with  which 
he  united  in  18 19,  and  other  measures  for 
the  good  of  the  community.  After  his 
removal  to  the  cast  part  of  the  town,  he 
kept  a  ta\'ern  several  years,  and  from  that 
business  and  the  custom  of  the  times,,  ac- 
quired the  practice  of  the  daily  use  of 
ai  dent  spirits,  which  was  growing  to  be 
an  excessive  one,  when  in  1830,  he  relin- 
quished it  entirely  and  was  ever  after  a 
consistent  and  ardent  sup[)orter  of  the 
temperance  reform.  '  He  was  married  first 
to  Bctse}-  Baldwin,  Mar.  iSoi,  born  Dec. 
2,  1776,  died  Oct.  27,  1807 ;  second  to 
Nancy  Hovey,  i  Mar.  1S09;  born  in  Han- 
over, N.  H.,  Dec.  24,  1786  ;  died  in  Lunen- 
burgh, Aug.  7,  1859. 

dea.  fexno  comings, 
(son  of  Col.  T'enjamin  and  Mary  Cooper 
Comings,)  was  born  in  Cornish,  N.  II., 
Mar.  21,  1787;  married  Rel^ecca  Smart, 
Nov.  22,  1 8 ID,  (daughter  of  Caleb  and 
Catharine  Black  Smart;  born  in  Croydon, 
N.  H.,  July  26,  1788).  •  He  settled'  here 
in  i8i5,as  a  tanner  and  currier,  which 
business  he  carried  on  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  doing  what  he  found  to  do  with 
his  might ;  a  member  and  officer  of  the 
Congregational  church — a  lover  of  order 
and  peace.  He  died,  Jan.  24,  1830,  his 
death  leaving  a  void  not  often  felt,  and 
being  regarded  as  an  irre])arable  loss  to  the 
church  and  community.  His  widow  mar- 
ried Rev.  Jonathan  Kinney,  in  Jan.  1833, 
who  died,  May  7,  1838.  She  died  in  Ber- 
lin, Oct.  10,  1865. 

RUSSELL  STRONG, 

born  in  Bolton,  Ct.,  Aug.  29,  1785;  mar- 
ried Miss  Susanna  Webster,  a  native  of 
the  same  place,  (born  Oct.  10,  1787,  died 
Apr.  5,  1872,  aged  85  years)  ;  came  here 
Feb.,  18 14,  and  purchased  40  acres  on  the 
upper  part  of  Dog  river  for  $200  dollars, 
and  a  few  years  afterwards  20  acres  more 
on  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  25, 
Feb.  1864,  in  his  79th  year. 

NATHANIE L   BOSWORTJ I , 

born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1753,  when  about 
21,  enlisted  and  served  in  the  Revolution- 
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ary  war  4  or  5  years.  At  one  time  he  was 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  British,  and 
confined  in  a  prison  ship  on  the  Delaware 
river,  and  escaped  as  follows :  One  night 
he  contrived  to  get  down  into  the  water  by 
the  side  of  the  ship  unobserved,  and  at- 
taching one  end  of  a  string  to  his  knap- 
sack, took  the  other  in  his  mouth  and  swam 
"off;  the  knapsack  floating  behind  served  to 
keep  back  the  waves'  which  would  other- 
wise have  broken  over  his  head,  and  as  he 
became  exhausted  might  have  overcome 
liim.  By  swimm.ing,  near  as  he  could 
judge,  about  3  miles,  he  landed  and  es- 
caped. In  1780,  when  Royalton  was 
burned,  Mr.  Bosv.orth  was  stationed  at 
Corinth,  Vt.  After  a  short  residence  in 
Lebanon,  N.  H.,  and  Chelsea,  "\'t.,  he 
came  toJ  icrlin  in  1 806,  and  settled  at  Berlin 
Corner.  lie  v.as  a  blacksmith,  which  bus- 
iness lie  followed  here.  He  died  in  1844, 
age,  91  years. 

Dka.  JoxATiiAX  BoswoRTH,  SOU  of  Na- 
thaniel Bosworth,  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H., 
in  1787,  followed  the  business  of  his  father, 
and  came  with  him  to  Berlin.  After  work- 
ing a  fev,-  years  at  custom  work,  he  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  edged-tools, 
particularly  scythes  and  axes,  having  a 
good  water-power,  with  trip  hammers  and 
other  machinery.  But  this  branch  of  the 
business  not  proving  successful,  in  about 
1830  he  added  such  other  machinery  as 
was  deemed  necessary,  and  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  cast  steel  and  steel-plated 
Koes.  Each  of  his  four  sons  worked  in  the 
shop,  and  in  turn  became  partners  in  the 
business,  and  canied  it  on  to  success. 
Since  1870,  the  business  has  been  discon- 
tinued. Mr.  Bosworth  was  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
one  of  its  deacons  until  within  a  few  years 
of  his  death  and  it.>  attending  feebleness, 
active  duties  were  left  to  younger  hands. 
Died  April,  1S7S,  aged  91  years. 


ASA  ANDKf.VvS, 

third  son  of  Elijah  Andrews,  and  v/ho  oc- 
cupied the  same  farm  as  his  father,  died 
Sept.  14,  i'>76.  aged  91.  For  about  20 
years  he  kept  40  cov,s  or  niore,  and  mark- 
eted Ids  butter  and  cheese  in  Newbury- 1  his  pen — Ed.]  : 


port,  Mass.,  where  he  went  with  his  ov.-n 
team  five  or  six  times  a  year,  until  a  few  of 
^  the  last  years  of  his  labor,  he  sent  his 
!  produce  by  rail.    He-represented  the  town 
j  in  the  Legislature  in  1847,  ^48. 

j  JOSFPII  AKBUCKLE 

I  was  born  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
came  to  America  with  Gen.  Burgoyne's 
army  as  a  soldier,  and  was  with  the  army 
v.hen  it  surrendered  to  Cicn.  Gates  in  1777  ; 
after  which  he  came  to  Berlin,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  on  the  banks  of  the  Winooski 
river,  below  the  mouth  of  Dog  river.  He 
died  about  1841,  aged  84  years. 

rOIlTER  rif.RRIN, 

second  son  of  Zachariah  Perrin,  was  the 
first  niale  child  born  in  town,  Feb.  i,  1790. 
He  married  Miss  Lucy  Kinney,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Jonathan  Kinney,  of  Plainfield, 
Vt.,  (born  in  Plainfield,  Oct.  7,  1796). 
Mr.  Perrin  probal?ly  accumulated  more 
property  in  farndng  than  any  other  man 
before  his  time,  in  that  business  exclusively, 
in  town,  a.  greater  part  of  which  he  gave 
to  charitable  and  religious  purposes,  and  to 
his  large  family  of  cliildren  during  his  life- 
time, and  the  balance,  which  was  ample 
for  the  purpose  intended,  to  his  v,idow 
during  her  lifetime.  All  his  dealings  w:th 
his  fellow-men  were  characterized  by  a 
strict  regard  for  justice.  He  was  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  for 
many  years  before  his  death.  May,  187 1, 
aged  81  years. 

REV.  W.M.  PERRIN, 

third  son  of  Zachariah  Perrin,  born  in 
Berlin,  in  1793  ;  graduated  at  iVIiddlebury 
College  in  1813  ;  married  Fanny,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Daniel  Thompson,  in  1S15; 
preached  in  New  York  State  i  year,  and 
near  Charleston,  S.  C,  2  or  three  years; 
health  failing,  came  North  ;  died  in  1824, 
at  the  age  of  31,  a  victim  to  the  immod- 
erate use  of  ardent  spirits.  His  attend- 
ing physician  prescribed  brandy  for  a  med- 
icine, the  use  of  which  created  an  ap- 
petite which  was  soon  beyond  his  control. 
Mr.  Perrin  v/as  an  eloquent  speaker  arid 
i  poet.  [The  tollowingis  the.  best  specimen 
i  of  his  verse  we  have  been  able  to  find  from 
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FAREWELL. 

Sity,  dcarc.-t  rrifinU  rulnto  me  \viiy 
Tlie  teHi'-djop  startles  from  thine  cyt  V 
Docs  HiC-  ffirewfU  wliich  hiils  us  part 
Tims  fill  with  sohs  thhif  achiii.::  heart? 
'stMut  a  si^riial  tn  thy  \voe? 
l).)f.s  that  cor.strai!:  thy  tears  to  flow? 
Then  ot-asc,  my  irioiid,  forhtar  to  w.'.-p; 
Hush  every  wakii:;,'  wo»;  to  sleei);— 
Hush  every  si.t;!i,  and  quick  I'll  tell 
'J'lic  lictter  nieaiihitc  of    farev.  ell. 
/ris  n'lt  a  wish  that  you  bhouhl  be 
Consigned  to  want  and  misery; 
Or  that  forlornly  yon  sli4'ultl  moan 
Like  cooing  dove  in  desert  lone: 
'Tis  wish  ihat  plenty  niay  afTord 
Her  daintier  for  yonr  daily  board; 
Thai  c;ilm  content  and  peace  refined 
May  he  companions  of  your  miiid; 
III  line,  that  uell  may  be  yonr  fare 
Till  1  a^'ain  yonr  i>li-a5nre.s  shar". 

REV.  TRUMAX  rEKRJN, 

fourth  son  of  Zacliariah  Perrin,  born  in 
Berlin,  Apr.  28,  1796;  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth CoUtj^e  in  1S17;  preached  in  va- 
rious places  in  \'t.,  X.  H.,  andN.  Y. ;  went 
to  Vincennes,  Ind.,  where  he  taught  in  an 
academy  and  preached  one  year  or  niore  ; 
then  taught  and  preached  a  number  of 
years  in  Alabama  and  Georgia;  in  1^31,! 
married  Miss  Pronecey  B.  Tyndall,  of 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. :  had  one  son  and  two 
daughters.  After  h;iving  been  engaged  in 
business  as  a  merchant  a  few  years,  and 
accumulated  considerable  property,  he  was 
suddenly  deprived  or  most  of  it  by  the 
f:tilure  of  several  Southern  banks.  Mr. 
Pexrin  then,  in  1S50,  came  North,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  preach- 
ing in  various  places,  and  in  the  employ 
of  the  American  Tract  Society.  He  died 
in  Washington,  Mass.,  Nov.  19,  1S69, 
aged  73  years. 

GEO.  K.  PERRIN, 

third  son  of  Porter  Perrin,  born  in  Berlin, 
.%hiy  23,  1827,  graduated  at  Brov.  n  Uni- 
versity, R.  I.,  and  at  the  Albany  Law 
School,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  (iSSi)  a  prom- 
inent lawyer  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  prac- 
ticing in  the  state  and  United  States 
courts. 

HZXKY  M.  PEHRIN, 

^'^^urth  son  of  Porter  Perrin,  born  in  Berliii, 
June  23,  1S29,  was  educated  at  Dart- 
mouth and  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  and 
IS  a  lawyer  in  St.  Jolms,  Mich.,  and  has 


been  in  his  adopted  state,  judge  of  pro- 
bate and  state  senator. 

PORTER  K.  PERRIN, 

tihh  son  of  Porter  Perrin,  born  in  Berlin, 
Sept.  13,  1833,  graduated  at  the  Ljiw 
School  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  partner 
with  his  brother  PI.  M.  in  St.  Johns,  Mich. 
Pie  is  judge  of  probate  ;  served  2  years  or 
more  in  the  war  of  the  secession,  and  was 
promoted  to  the  ofiice  of  major. 

WM.   13.  PERRIN, 

seventh  son  of  Porter  Perrin,  born  in 
Berlin,  Jan.  19,  1839.  After  he  entered 
Dartmouth  College  he  served  3  months 
in  Gov.  Sprague's  Cavalry  ;  went  out  from 
Harper's  Ferry  with  his  company  in  the 
night  before  that  place  was  surrendered  to 
the  rebels  ;  afterwards  served  ^about  two 
years  in- the  3d  \T.  Light  Battery,  until 
the  close  of  the  war;  when  mustered  oat 
was  1st  lieutenant ;  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  and  the  Law  School  at 
Albany,  N.  Y. ;  after  a  short  residence  in 
Burlington,  Iowa,  settled  in  Nashua,  Chick- 
asaw Co.  la.,  and  is  now  (iSSi)  doing  a 
successful  law  business, 

CHAUNCEY  L.  KXAPP, 

son  of  A^bel  Knapp,  Esq.,  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Feb.  26,  1809;  at  the  age  of  14 
years  commenced  an  apprenticeship  of  7 
years  in  I^.  P.  \Valton\s  printing  office  in 
Montpelier ;  was  reporter  for  the  Legisla- 
ture in  1833  ;  for  some  }  ears  a  co-proprie- 
tor and  editor  of  the  [  'o/cf  of  Freedo?n  and 
the  State  yournal  at  Monfpelier;  elected 
Secretary  of  State  in  1836-7-8  and  9 ;  re- 
moving to  Massachusetts  was  elected  Sec- 
retary of  the  Massachusetts  Senate  in  1851, 
and  representative  to  the  34th,  re-elected 
to  the  35th  Congress  of  the  United  States  ; 
was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  terri- 
tories, and  is  now  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  AiJierican  Citizen,  Lowell,  Mass. 

HON  JOSEPH  C.   KNAPP,  ' 

son  of  Ebenezer  Knapp,  was  born  in  Ber- 
llin,  Vt.,  27,  June,  1813;  now  residing  in 
!  Keosaugua,  Iowa,  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  that  section  of  country,  having 
left  his  native  town  and  State  when  a 
young  man.    Has  been  L' nited  States  Dis- 


i 


64 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  xMAGAZlNE. 


trict  attorney,  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  democratic  candidate  for  governor  in 
1871,  and  it  is  said  by  one  who  has  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  that,  "  He  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  bar  in  this  (Van  Buren)  j 
county,  and  is  regarded  by  many  as  being 
the  leading  lawyer  of  Southern  Iowa." 

CHAUXCKY  NVr, 

son  of  David  Nye,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of 
David  Nye,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Apr.  4,  1828; 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  college  in  1856; 
after  teaching  several  years  in  Ohio  and 
Peoria,  111.,  settled  in  Peoria,  and  is  a 
prominent  lav.yer  (1881). 

KEV.  GEO.  C.  .MOORE,  JR., 

sori  of  Dea.  George  C.  Moore,  born  in 
Berlin,  in  1825;  graduated  at  Dartmouth 
college.  Mr.  Moore  lived  a  number  of 
years  in  Cedar  Rapids,  lov/a ;  went  to 
Texas  previous  to  the.  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion;  became  a  Presbyterian  minister  and 
preached  in  Goliad  and  Victoria,  Texas, 
where  he  died  in  Sept.,  1867,  aged  32  years. 

MRS.  PHEBE  HAZZAKD, 

died  in  Berlin,  Oct.  14,  1878,  aged  102 
years,  6  months.  Born  in  Mendon,  Mass., 
April,  1777  ;  married  Kidder  Gallup,  1798, 
who  died  3  years  after.  In  1S02  she  came 
to  Crattsbury ;  in  181 6  married  Thomas 
Hazzard  in  Hardwick  :  came  to  Berlin  in 
1830,  where  she  lived  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  wSh<  had  two  children  by  each  hus- 
band. She  and  her  husbands  were  col- 
ored people. 

CONGRECrATldxAL  CHURCH  IN  BERLIN. 
FKoril  NOTKS  BY  JaMES  lIObAl:T,  JU, 

The  1st  Congregational  church  was  or- 
ganized here  Oct.  13,  1798,  consisting  of 
Aaron  GofT,  Simpson  Stewart  and  Wm. 
Flagg,  men  about  50  years  of  age.  Prob- 
ably this  was  the  2d  organization  of  any 
denomination  in  the  County  ;  the  Cong, 
church  in  Waitsfield  was  orgai-^ized  2  years 
before.  At  this  time  there  were  in  town 
85  families,  and  for  8  years  previous,  sev- 
eral missionaries  had  preached  on  the  Sab- 
bath and  lectured,  and  sonic  money  had 
been  raised  by  subscription  and  paid  for 
preaching.  Before  the  organization  of  the 
church  a  few  professors  of  religion  met  at 


the  house  of  Mr.  Flagg,  Oct.  11,  and 
agreed  to  ask  Rev.  E.  Lyman,  of  Brook- 
field,  to  embody  the  three  named  as  mem- 
bers. Oct.  13,  having  met  at  Mr  Stew- 
art's, Mr.  Lyman  i)reachcd  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  Mr.  Goff,  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr. 
Flagg  presented  themselves,  to  whom  Mr. 
Lyman  read  for  their  public  assent  the 
confession  of  faitli  and  church  covenant 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hobart,  which  they  pub- 
licly acknov/ledged,  and  were  pronounced 
by  Mr.  Lyman  a  church  of  Christ  regularly 
embodied  in  the  Congregational  order, 
and  the  church  then  proceeded  to  appoint 
Mr.  Lyman  their  moderator  for  this  meet- 
ing, and  voted  to  unite  with  the  people  of 
this  town  in  giving  Mr.  James  Hobart  a 
call  to  settle  over  them  in  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministry,  and  that  his  ordination  be 
on  the  7th  of  Nov.  next ;  and  voted  sev- 
eral particulars  for  the  ordination  ;  and  the 
3  menibers  of  the  chui  ch  to  be  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  council.  In  the  course  of 
12  years  44  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  About  the  year  1800,  the  town 
selected  a  pleasant  and  sightly  spot  near 
the  center  of  the  town  for  a  meeting-house, 
and  in  1803  had  the  building,  which  was 
58  by  48  feet,  completed.  Elegant  and 
noble  in  appearance,  it  stood  open  for 
worship,  with  galleries  on  three  sides,  and 
having  a  finely  made  steeple  above  its 
belfry,  and  roof  painted.  The  editice  ^vas 
dedicated  Dec.  29,  1S03;  the  sermon  by 
jNIr.  Llobart:    Ps.  Ixxxiv,  i. 

IniSioand'ii  there  was  a  very  inter- 
esting revival  of  religion,  37  being  added 
to  the  church,  and  in  18 11  the  church  pur- 
chased a  communion  set,  (they  having  be- 
fore this  at  a  communion  service  used  a 
pitcher  and  mugs.)  The  meeting-house 
was  the  property  of  the  town,  and  was 
used  for  town-meetings,  theatrical  per- 
formances, and  a  militia  drill,  when  ccn~ 
venient,  which  must  seem  contrary  to  the 
sacredness  of  a  house  of  divine  worship. 
In  i'Si7,  19  were  added  to  the  church,  and 
in  1019,  44,  in  1827,  13,  in  1832,  30,  in 
1835,  49.  In  1 868,  the  membership  was 
25  males,  54  females;  24  of  the  79  being 
absent  members.  In  1838,  the  meeting- 
house was  burned,  before  which  a  new 
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Congregational  meeting-house  at  Berlin 
'•Corner"  had  been  commenced,  which 
was  completed  and  dedicated  tlie  next 
vear.  In  1S29,  Rev.  Mr.  Lamb,  from 
\Vesttield,Vt.,  preached  here  a  few  months. 
In  1S30,  Rev.  Mr.  Whiting,  from  Mass., 
preached  one  year.  In  1832,  Rev.  B. 
Baxter  supplied  one  year.  In  1833,  Rev. 
A.  vStuart,  of  Pittsfield,  preached  one  year. 
1S34,  Rev,  S.  Hurlburt  was  employed 
about  one  year.  In  1836.  Rev.  Jonathan 
Kinney,  of  Plainfield,  supplied  one  year. 
In  1837,  Rev.  Austin  Hazen  was  installed, 
and  continued  pastor  until  his  death,  in 
1S55.  From  185s  to  1861,  Rufus  Child 
was  acting  pastor.  Aug.  1863,  Rev.  W. 
R.  Joyslin  commenced  preaching  here, 
and  Feb.  2,  1864.  was  ordained  pastor; 
dismissed  in  1866.  In  1S67,  Rev.  E.  I 
Carpenter,  formerly  of  Barre,  began,  and 
supplied  until  Jan.  1870.  In  July,  1870, 
Rev.  E.  Seabury,  from  Falmouth,  com- 
menced as  a  supply. 

KEv.  JAMES  H(3BAKT. 
BY  JAMES  HOUAKT,  JR.,  OF  WOUCEiTER. 

James  Hodart  w^as  boin  in  Plymouth, 
N.  PI.,  Aug.  2,  1766,  and  came  with  his 
fath.er  to  Berlin  when  about  21  ;  was  con- 
verted about  2  years  after,  and  commenced 
preparing  for  college.  He  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  as  A.  B.  in  1794;  studied  with 
Rev.  Asa  Burton,  of  Thetford ;  in  the 
spring  of  1795,  was  approbated  to  preach, 
and  commenced  in  Chelsea.  Vt.,  as  a  can- 
didate. The  next  year  he  was  in  Ply-  | 
mouth,  N.  H.,  and  in  1797  and  '98  at  | 
Nottingham,  N.  H.,  where  he  had  a  call  I 
to  settle.  During  this  time  he  preached 
at  Berlin  about  2  months,  and  in  June, 
179S,  came  again  to  Berlin,  and  preached 
as  a  candidate  for  settlement,  tlie  people 
of  tlie  town  having  invited  him,  and  in 
August  the  town  gave  him  a  call  to  settle 
Ji-s  their  minister.  He  drew  up  a  confes- 
sion of  faith,  church  covenant,  and  arti- 
cles of  disciplh\e,  and  had  several  confer- 
ences with  a  few  professors  of  religion, 
^vho  proposed  to  be  embodied  into  a  church 
v.liich  was  organized  this  year.  [See  his- 
tory of  Congregational  church] .  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Burton,  of  Thetford,  preached  his  or- 


dination sermon  Nov.  7,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Edw.  l^ourroughs,  Martin  Fuller,  Stephen 
Fuller,  E.  Lyman  and  D.  H.  Williston, 
with  their  delegates,  taking  part  in  the 
exercises.  He  continued  pastor  of  the 
church  till  May,  1829,  when  he  was  dis- 
missed by  a  mutual  council.  The  next  12 
years  he  labored  as  a  preacher  in  New 
Hampshire,  In  Plymouth,  Wentworth,  Pln- 
field,  Alexandria,  Bridgcwater  and  near 
Portsmouth.  The  last  20  years  of  his  life 
he  was  never  home,  preaching  most  of  the 
time  somewhere,  in  Worcester,  Berlin  and 
West  Berlin,  and  sometimes  assisting  in 
the  Sabbath  exercises,  and  in  the  very  last 
year  of  his  life,  his  96th,  he  was  able  to 
preach  a  pretty  well  connected  discouj'se, 
and  could  walk  6  or  8  miles  in  a  day. 

He  was  self-denying,  laborious  and  per- 
severing, having  quite  a  missionary  spirit. 
While  at  Berlin  his  usual  practice  was  to 
preach  a  third  discourse  on  the  Sabbath  in 
a  distant  part  of  the  town,  or  in  the  border 
of  a  neighboring  town.  He  was  below 
the  ordinary  height,  standing  erect,  had  a 
great  memory,  clearness  of  mind,  good 
eyesight  and  a  strong,  distinct  voice,  speak- 
ing easy. 

He  was  strongly  attached  to  the  people 
of  Berlin,  and  after  his  dismissal,  as  he 
was  occasionally  at  home,  preached  quite 
a  number  of  funeral  sermons.  In  the  ser- 
vices on  the  Sabbath  he  used  written  dis- 
courses ;  by  the  request  of  his  people,  the 
third  di-scourse  was  extempore,  and  so  was 
his  preaching  after  his  dismissal.  It  was 
his  choice  to  preach  without  notes.  In 
1804,  he  was  married  to  Betsey,  daughter 
of  Zechariah  Perrin,  Esq.  They  had  a 
family  of  7  sons  and  5  daughters,  7  of 
whom  are  still  living  (18S1).  Two  of  the 
daughters  were  wives  of  Congregational 
ministers.  Pamelia  P.  married  Rev.  Rufus 
Child,  minister  at  Gilmantown,  N.  'H., 
and  afterwards  a  few  years  at  Berlin.  Julia 
married  Rev.  P.  F.  Barnard,  minister  a 
few  years  in  Richmond,  Me.,  and  after- 
wards settled  minister  in  Williamstown, 
Vt.  Hannah,  youngest  daughter,  married 
Rev..  Geo.  Craven,  a  Methodist  minister 
of  Danville,  Vt.  Emehne  married  Doct. 
Evans,  of  Piermont,  N.  H.,  and  Mary, 
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Hon.  Ainary  Kinney,  of  Terre  Haute,  la., 
son  of  Rev.  J.  Kinney,  of  Plainficld.  One 
of  the  t\\o  youngest  sons,  Timothy  Dwight, 
graduated  at  Dartnioutli  College,  and  was 
about  going  to  Andover,  Mass.,  prepar- 
ato.^y  for  preaching,  when  lie  died.  The 
youngest  of  the  family,  Isaac  Watts,  at  13 
years  of  age  joined  the  church  in  Berlin, 
and.  at  20  had  nearly  fitted  for  college, 
when  he  died. 

REV.  AUSTIN  UAZEN. 

BY  Ry.V.  WlMJAil  S.  IIAZKN,  OF  NOUTIIFIELD. 

Austin  ITazen,  son  of  Asa  Hazen,  was 
born  in    Hartford,  June,  1786,  about  2 
miles  from   Hanover,  N.  H.    Hi.->  moth- 
er's name  before  inamagc  was  Susanna 
Tracy.     The  Hazen   family,  which  was 
large,  was  noted  for  its  piety  and  general 
intelligence,  and  as  being  among  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town.    Mr.  Hazen  was  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College  in  1807,  and 
spent  the  next  year  in  Binghampton,  Pa., 
teaching;  in  180S,  went  to  Washington,  Ct. 
commenced  the  study  of  theology  with  Dr. 
E.  Peters— date  of  his  license  to  preach 
not  known  ;  was  preaching  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Washington  in  Dec.  1S09; 
preached  in  St.  Albans  several  months. 
He  was  first  settled  over  the  church  in  the 
center  of  his  native  town,  being  ordained 
and  instahed  in  May,  1812;  dismissed  in 
T82S;  Jan.  1829,  installed  pastor  in  the 
nortl)  part  of  the  town  ;  dismissed  in  1837, 
and  soon  after  removed  to  Berlin.  He 
was  installed  here  Oct.  1837,  and  pastor 
till  his  death,  Dec.  25,  1854.    He  was  a 
diligent  student  of  the  Bible,  his  preach- 
ing eminently  biblical.    He  presented  the 
great  central  truths,  the  deep  things  of 
God,  with  great  simplicity  and  godly  sin- 
cerity.   Though  his  speech  and  preach- 
ing was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man's 
wisdom,  he  always  knew  his  people  as  it  is 
not  common  for  a  pastor  to  know  them, 
and  tried  to  lead  them  in  the  "green  pas- 
tures and  beside  the  still  waters  "  of  godly 
living  and  doing,  while  they  were  hardly 
conscious  how  much  they  were  indebted  to 
him.    During  the  7  years  of  his  labors  in 
N.  Hartford  the  admissions  to  the  church 
were  95,  and  when  he  left,  the  parish  was 


believed  to  be  without  a  parallel  in  the 
State  for  the  large  number  of  professing 
Christians  it  contained  in  proportion  to  its 
population. 

The  more  public  religious  enterprises 
also  received  from  him  a  most  hearty  sup- 
port. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  general 
convention  of  Vermont  in  1813,  and  it  is 
said  that  not  more  than  one  minister  in 
the  State  attended  so  many  meetings  of 
that  body  during  the  next  41  years.  No 
one  was  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  religious  history  of  the  State  during 
that  period. 

For  many  years  previous  to  his  death  he 
was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Domestic 
Missionary,  Bible  and  Colonization  Soci- 
eties, and  in  all  places  to  which  duty  called 
him,  he  was  always  promptly  in  his  place, 
and  read)-  at  all  times  to  perform  his  own 
part  with  intelligence  and  propriety.  But 
the  beauty  of  his  Christian  character  shone 
most  in  his  own  family  and  withm  the 
circle  of  his  more  intimate  friends.  He 
rarely  spoke  to  his  children  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  yet  his  life  taught  them  un- 
mistakably their  duty,  and  the  excellency 
of  the  religion  which  he  was  anxious  they 
should  experience  in  their  own  hearts. 
His  exercises  at  family  worship  command- 
ed attention,  and  produced  impressions, 
breathing  forth  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
heart  that  his  might  be  a  household  of 
faith.  Mr.  Hazen  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  PVances  Mary,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Israel  P.  Dana,  of  Danville,  left  two  cliil- 
dren.  Sophia  Dana,  who  was  educated  at 
Ipswich  and  the  Mt.  Holyoke  P^emale  Sem- 
inary, where  she  was  many  years  a  teacher, 
in  185 1,  became  connected  with  the  Nts- 
torian  Mission  of  tire  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  as 
the  wife  of  the  lamented  Missionary  Stod- 
dard ;  is  now  the  wife  of  Dea.  Wm.  H. 
Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  Mass. 

Allen,  who  was  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1842,  at  Andover  The- 
ological Seminary  in  1845,  ^'^^^  been 
connected  with  the  Marathi  Mission  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  in  \Vestern  India  since 
1846. 

His  second  marriage  was  with  Lucia, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Azel  VVashburn,  of  Roy- 
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.ilton.  She  had  7  children.  Austin,  who 
\v;i.s  graduated  at  theVt.  Uv.  in  1855,  and 
;tt  Andovt-r  Theological  Seminary  in  1859,. 
is  now  ( 1 88 1 )  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Jericho  Center. 

\Vm.  Sk inner,  who  was  graduated  at 
the  Vt.  Uv.  in  1858;  And.  I'heo.  Sem.  in 
1863;  now  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Northfield. 

Lucia  Washburn,  who  died  in  1854,  in 
the  1 6th  year  of  her  age. 

AzEL  WASfir.URN,  who  was  graduated  at 
J);irtmouth  College  in  1863,  at  And.  Theo. 
Sem.  1868  ;  now  pastor  of  the  first  Congre- 
gational church  in  Middletown,  Ct. 

Fk.\ncp:s  .\L\ky,  who  was  gi-aduated  at 
ihe  Mt.  Holyoke  Fern.  Sem.  in  1S63,  and 
is  one  of  the  teachers  in  that  institution. 

Lucius  Randolph,  who  was  graduated 
at  Dartmouth  College  in  1S70,  now  in 
business  in  Middletown,  Ct. 

Susan,  who  died  in  infancy,  1873. 

METHODLST  CHURCH. 
BY  MItS.  C.  F.  DKWET. 

Methodism  was  first  introduced  into 
Berlin  about  the  year  1830.  At  this  time 
Berlin  was  included  in  the  JJrooktield  cir- 
cuit, then  in  the  N.  H.  Conference.  Elisha 
Scott  being  in  1831,  preacher  in  charge  of 
Brookfield,  Northfield  and  Berlin.  The 
early  history  of  the  church  previous  to 
1S43,  not  as  full  as  may  be  desired,  ow- 
ing to  the  first  records  being  lost  or  de- 
stroyed. The  first  account  we  find  is  in 
'^^43;  J-  C.  Dow  being  then  Presiding 
Elder  of  Montpelier  District  and  John 
I'errin  preacher,  and  so  far  as  is  shown  by 
records,  the  first  minister  stationed  at  Ber- 
hu :  vv-e  find  also  that  James  Carrier,  Al- 
rnon  Poor,  Eleazer  Loomis  and  Jacob 
Flanders  were  stewards,  and  Elisha  Covell, 
Moses  Strong,  and  D.  A.  P.  Nye  were 
class-leaders.  The  preacher  gave  an  ac- 
count of  the  united  feeling  among  the 
members  then  numbering  85,  arid  the  Sun- 
day school  was  well  attended  and  prospcr- 
<->;is.  p,  \vas  at  this  time  connected  with 
Barre  charge  and  so  continued  till  1856, 
having  considerable  spiritual  prosperity. 


In  1837,  the  society  built  a  chapel  a  lit- 
tle south  of  the  cemetery,  and  in  1844  it 
was  moved  to  its  present  location  near  the 
Congregational  church,  when  it  was  re- 
paired and  enlarged.  The  society  built  a 
parsonage  at  Berlin  Corner  in  1847  ;  cost 
J^583-5i-  In  West  lierlin  a  class  was 
formed  in  1832,  Isaac  Preston  and  David 
Dudley  being  among  the  members.  This 
class  held  their  church  relation  at  North- 
field  till  the  year  1855,  when  through  the 
labors  of  H.  K.  Cobb,  (then  preaching  at 
Berlin)  there  were  numerous  conversions 
in  West  Beilin.  In  Dec.  1856,  a  church 
was  organized  by  the  election  of  Amos 
Chase,  W.  D  Stone,  Asbury  Sanders  and 
Isaac  Preston  as  stewards. 

Preaching  was  supported  one-half  the 
time  in  connection — both  places  being 
supplied  by  J.  House  for  2  years,  A.  Hay- 
ward  and  J.  W.  Hale  each  one  year — until 
1S61,  when  It  was  voted  that  Berlin  and 
West  Berlin  be  separate  stations.  From 
that  time  until  1868,  the  church  at  Berlin 
Corner  was  supplied  by  Elisha  lirown,  lo- 
cal preacher,  but  fron\  various  causes, 
deaths  and  removals  being  the  principal, 
its  prosperity  declined.  In  1868,  it  sup- 
ported preaching  one-half  the  time  ;  A.  B. 
Hopkins  supplying  both  .churches  for  that 
year ;  since  that  time  services  have  been 
held  only  occasionally  at  that  place. 

In  1S57,  the  Methodists  of  West  Berlin 
united  with  the  Congregationalists  and 
Baptists  in  building  a  union  church  which 
they  occupied  a  part  of  each  year  until 
1870,  v/hen  the  Methodists  concluded  to 
build  a  church  for  their  own  use.  The 
subject  was  first  agitated  in  April,  1870, 
and  about  $700  raised  ;  first  work,  grading 
and  laying  corner-stone,  done  May  5th  ; 
May  7th,  first  stick  of  timber  cut;  house 
completed  July  14th:  dedicated  July  15th, 
free  from  debt,  without  help  of  Confer- 
ence;  dedication  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  Hol- 
man  from  ?vIontpelier.  From  this  time 
one  Sabbath  service,  Sunday  school,  class 
and  prayer-meetings  have  been  regularly 
sustained  and  steady  spiritual  interest  man- 
ifested. Sabbath  school  numbered  74  in 
I  1878;  average  attendance  37:  books  in 
I  library  250. 
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BERLIN  ROLL  OF  HONOR  FOR  1814. 

jVdMcs  of  men  that  i.unit  to  Plait sburgJi. 

Jacob  Flanders,  Zelotus  Scott,  Samuel 
Hubbard,  Stephen  Wright,  Mr.  Tiliston, 
Ensign,  Jeremiah  Culver,  Jeremiah  Good- 
hue, Josiah  Henjaniiii,  Ebenezer  Bailey, 
Samuel  Currier,  Abiaham  Townsend  Cyrus 
Johnson,  Captain,  Roger  Buckley,  Ord. 
Sergt.,  James  Perlcy,  Capt.  Taylor,  ICliada 
Brown,  James  Smith,  Richard  Smith, 
Alanson  Wright,  John  Stewart,  1st  Lieut., 
E.  M.  Dole,  Samuel  Perley,  Moses  H. 
Sawyer,  Asa  Dodge. 

BERLIN  VOLUNTEERS  L\  THE  WAR  OF  1 86 1. 

Samuel  P.  Atv.ood,  Charles  Ibiley,  Joel 
O.  Bailey,  William  R,  Bean,  Peter  I'res- 
sette,  Chester  lirown,  Eliphalct  E.  Bryant, 
Charles  N.  Cilley,  James  M.  D.  Cilley, 
Benjamin  F.  Clark,  Smith  Clark,  John  B. 
Crandall,  Richard  B.  Crandall,  Jessie  D. 
Cummings,  John  P.  Davenport,  Lorenzo 
Dow,  William  H.  Dow,  Wm.  S.  George, 
Charles  B.  Green,  Lucius  D.  Hadlock, 
Charles  Hanan,  Ira  L.  Hanan.  Charles  C. 
Hartwell,  Stillman  A.  Hatch,  George  S. 
Hayden,  Obadiah  V\\  Hill,  John  F.  Husc, 
Henry  F.  Johnson,  Nathan  C.  Kibbey, 
Josiah  Lathrop,  George  Lawrence,  Leon- 
ard Lav/rencc,  William  LcRock,  Cornelius 
Nye,  John  F.  Phelps,  James  F.  Randall, 
Alfred  M.  Reed,  Andrew  J.  Reed,  Carlos 
H.  Rich,  Llarlon  P.  Sargent,  Carlisle  Saun- 
ders, Joseph  Slattery,  Charles  Smith, 
Franklin  1.  Southwick,  Stephen  G.  Stew- 
art, Daniel  H.  Stickney,  Horace  M.  Stick- 
ney,  Wm.  O.  Stickney,  Edward  P.  Stone, 
Joshua  Wade,  John  liurke,  Jesse  Cayhue, 
Albert  Darling,  Andrew  J.  Davis,  Francis 
Emerson,  Bartholom.ew  Fenton,  Frederick 
Gale,  Calvin  W.  Greenleaf,  John  C.  Hack- 
ett.  Paschal  Hatch,  Simeon  Hatch,  Wil- 
bur E.  Henry,  Willirim  O.  Horton,  Edso 
W^  Howden,  Charles  Jandreau,  Jeremiah 
Kelley,  Franklin  Labarron,  John  McCarty, 
Chas.  McGlaflin,  Francis  Minor,  Chas.  D. 
Naylor,  Chas.  W.  Nicliols,  Wm.  B.  Perrin, 
George  Shattuck,  David  K.  Stone,  John 
W.  Taylor,  Henry  C.  Varnum,  Alfred 
Wliitney,  Lucius  J.  Goodwin,  Aaron  Row- 
ell,  W'illiam  Vatta,  Samuel  W.  Andrus, 
Alson  H.  Braley,  Don  B.  Cilley,  Peter 


Gravelin,  Pllijah  N.  Hadlock,  Hubbard  E. 
Hadlock,  Timothy  Hanbrooks,  Wm.  H. 
Hunt,  Edvvin  Jones,  A.  M.  Reed,  Frank 
Whcelock,  George  S.  Lawrence,  Barney 
McCarron,  John  W.  Parmenter,  Henry  E. 
Preston,  Hiram  W.  Scribner,  George  L. 
Wade,  Lewis  Bumblebee,  Lorenzo  Dow, 
Guy  M.  Reed,  Charles  B.  Gr.ien,  Wm.  A. 
Phillips,  Carlos  H.  Rich,  Eli  M.  Robbins, 
Charles  Smith,  Jabez  Alexander,  John  H. 
Bartlett,  Jedediah  Carpenter,  Stephen  R. 
Colby,  Elbridge  G.  Fisk,  David  Rollins. 

VOLUNTEERS   FOR  NINE  MONTHS. 

Henry  R.  Austin,  George  C.  Bailey, 
Merrill  J.  Bailey,  Jerome  E.  Ballou,  Hora- 
tio G.  Beebe,  S.  Webster  Benjamin, 
Wm.  Blair,  Winslov.-  L.  P>lanchard,  Don 

B.  Cilley,  Clark  D.  Cressey,  John  IC.  Cross, 
Samuel  Crozier,  Abraham  Lezer,  Oliver 
Luciere,  David  A.  Marble,  Henry  A.  Miles, 
George  S.  Robinson,  Gardner  P.  Rowell, 
Reuben  Rov/ley,  George  Shattuck,  David 

C.  Silloway,  Joseph  B.  Silloway,  Rollin  D. 
Stewart,  Willis  P.  Stewart,  Arthur  W\ 
Taylor,  Alfred  B.  Thompson,  William  W. 
Wiiley.  Drafted  and  served  his  time, 
Nelson  W.  Chase. 

The  remains  of  the  5  soldiers  mentioned 
below  repose  in  the  Cemetery  at  Berlin 
Corner : 

Major  Richard  B.  Crandall,  of 
Berlin,  was  killed  in  action  at  Cold  Har- 
bor, Va.,  Ju  le  7,  1864.  Richard  Bailey 
Crandall,  born  in  Berlin,  a  student  in 
Dartmouth  College  one  year,  when  he  en- 
Hsted  in  the  6th  Regiment,  and  went  out 
under  Col.  Lord  as  Adjutant,  was  Captain 
of  Co.  K.  some  time.  Re-enlisted  and  was 
promoted  to  Major.  His  age  was  26  years 
7  months. 

Daniel  K.  Sticknev,  a  private  in  Co. 

D.  2d  Reg'mt,  was  a  prisoner  in  Libby 
prison  over  6  montlis  ;  from  effect  of  treat- 
ment received  while  there,  died  April  7, 
1863,  age  18  y'rs,  6  mos. 

George  Martin,  son  of  Ira  Andrews, 
a  volunteer,  private  in  Co.  E.  17th  Reg'mt 
was  wounded  in  the  armi  which  was  ampu- 
tated, but  did  not  heal  and  caused  death 
in  Sloan  Hospital,  July,  1S64,  age  19  years 
5  months. 
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Jesse  D.  Cummixgs  and  Cornelius 
NvE,  killed  iii  action,  were  buried  on  the 
tk-id. 

John  P.  Davenport  enlisted  early  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  becoming 
enfeebled  from  hardship  and  exposure,  was 
discharged,  canie  home,  and  died  April, 
1863,  age  23. 

Tell  niy  irlenrls  tlie  story 
When  I  sleep  Ijoncath  the  sod. 

That  I  died  to  save  my  country. 
All  froiu  love  lor  It  and  Go-l. 

HON.  D.  P.  THOMPSON. 
BY  D.  P.  WIIF.ATOX,  OF  BAKHE. 

Daniel  Pierce  Thompson,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Rebeckah  Thompson,  was  born  in 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  Oct.  i,  1795,  andem- 
io;rated  with  his  father  to  Berlin  in  iSoo; 


erty  party,  and  after  that  party  was  dis- 
banded, became  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
pubhcan  party.  It  was  not  as  a  public 
officer,  however,  but  as  a  writer,  that  his 
name  will  be  most  widely  known  and  cher- 
ished. He  was  the  only  popular  novelist 
Vermont  has  ever  produced.  During  his 
whole  life  he  devoted  mudi  time  to  the  in- 
cidents of  the  early  history  of  the  State. 
He  loved  to  embody  in  his  writings  such 
reminiscences  as  he  was  able  to  gather 
from  the  records  and  the  recollections  of 
old  men.  A  lover  of  stories  and  tradi- 
tions, it  was  his  habit  to  convene  with  the 
old  people,  and  listen  to  the  quaint  narra- 
tives they  loved  to  tell. 

A  devotee  of  the  piscatorial  art,  he 
would  take  jaunts  about  the  county  with 


and  here  he  passed  his  boyhood  days,  on  i  his  fishing-rod,  and  was  familiar  with  e\ery 
his  father's  ftirm,  following  the  routine  of  a  j  trout  brook  and  pond  for  miles  around, 
farmer  bov's  life.    P>ut  his  desire  was  for  ' 


books,  the  fishing-rod  and  his  gun,  and  he 
left  the  farm  in  early  manhood,  without 
means,  but  determined  to  possess  an  ed- 
ucation, and  by  his  own  efforts  succeeded. 
He  pursued  his  studies  in  Randolph  and 
Danville,  this  State,  and  entered  Middle- 
bury  College  in  18 16;  graduated  in  1820; 
went  to  Virginia,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
several  years ;  studied  law  while  there ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  that  State,  and 
returning  to  Vermont,  commenced  to. 
practice  at  Montpelier,  w^here  he  resided 
till  his  death.  He  married  Miss  Eunice 
Robinson  of  Troy,  Vt.,  had  5  children, 
three  of  whom  and  his  widow  are  still  liv- 
ing. He  engaged  in  his  profession  but  a 
short  time,  being  soon  chosen  the  Register 


and  almost  rivalled  Izaak  Walton  of  old  in 
his  passion  fur  fishing,  and  in  the  success 
that  attended  his  hook,  in  the  long  string 
of  trout  he  bore  home  in  triumph.  ' 

Often  stopping  at  some  wayside  farm- 
house, he  v/ould  spend  hours  with  some  of 
the  old  settlers,  garulous  of  the  early 
scenes  and  times  in  the  history  of  our 
State.  The  fame  of  many  of  the  founders 
of  the  State  is  greatly  indebted  to  his  pen 
and  the  industry  and  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  collected'  and  placed  before  the 
people  incidents  that  otherwise  would  have 
been  forgotten  long  ago.  liesides  news- 
paper and  magazine  articles,  his  first  work 
was  "  May  Martin,  or  The  Money  Dig- 
gers"; published  in  book  form  in  1S35. 
It  was  written  in  successful  competition 


of  Probate  for  Washington  County,  which  I  for  a  prize  offered  by  one  of  the  Boston 
ofnce,  together  v>-ith  that  of  Clerk  of  the  journals.  In  1840,  "The  Green  Moun- 
House  of  Representatives,  he  held  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  then  was  appointed  Clerk 
ot  the  County  and  Supreme  Courts,  and 
soon  after  was  chosen  Judge  of  Probate. 


tain  Boys''  appeared — a  historical  tale, 
containing  some  of  the  chief  incidents  of 
the  history  of  the  State,  and  introducing 
the   leading  characters  of    that  period. 


He  wa.s  elected  Secretary  of  State,  and  j  Then  followed  "Locke  Amsden,  or  the 
lield.  the  office  until  1855.  He  was  editor  |  School-master,''  written  with  a  view  to  the 
of  "^The  Green  Mountain  P>eeman  "  from  j  reformation  of  the  school  system  of  that 
1849  to  1856,  and  eminently  successful  ]  time  :"  The  Rangers,  or  the  Tory's  Daugh- 


m  making  an  interesting  and  entertaining 
r:e\\s  paper. 

In  politics,  originally  a  Democrat,  hi 
early  became  identified  with  the  old  Lib-  i  nington,  and  incidents  connected  with  the 


I  ter/'  published  in  185 1,  illustrative  of  the 
I  early  history  of  the  State,  and  gives  an 
;  interesting  account  of  the  Battle  of  Ben- 
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northern  campaign  of  1777.  In  1852,  he 
issued  '*  Tales  of  the  Green  Mountains  ; 
in  1857,  "  Gaut  Gurley,  or  the  Trappers 
of  tlie  IJmbago  "  ;  in  1S60,  "  The  Doomed 
Chief,  or  Two  Hundred  Years  Ago""; 
which  contains  an  interesting  account  of 
the  brave,  but  unfortunate.  King  Philip,  of 
Mount  Hope  ;  "  Centeola  and  a  History 
of  Montpeliev  close  the  list  of  his  books. 

Mo.=;t  of  his  works  have  passed  through 
numerous  editions ;  May  Martin  and  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  as  many  as  fifty, 
and  have  been  re-published  in  England, 


of  Northfield.  Not  anticipating  the  least 
difficulty  in  accomplishing  his  undertaking, 
he  pushed  contidently  forward  till  he 
reached  tlie  log-cabin  of  old  Mr.  Seta 
Johnson,  which  was  the  last  house  on  his 
way  before  entering  the  long  woods  sepa- 
rating the  lower  settlements  from  those  in. 
the  vicinity  of  Northneld  P''alls  wJiither  he 
was  bound.  As  he  came  up  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  was  in  the  yard,  on  learning  his  des- 
tination, ominously  sho^k  his  head,  and 
said,  "Daniel,  you  must  not  try  to  go 
through  the  long  woods  i;o  your  sister's  to- 
night, for  the  varmints  v/iH  catch  you.""''  JUit 
the  boy  not  frightened  by  tlie  warning, 
was  for  going  on,  when  Mrs.  Johnson  canie 


and  some  of  his  scenes  have  been  d^am-  out  and  interposed  by  "  Now,  Seth  John- 
atized.     His  prolific  pen  also  prodaced  I  f«^'     ^hat  boy  will  go,  you  n^ust  go  with 
,      ,  .         ,       I  hnn,  or  the  varmnits  will  certamlv  have 

many  other  less  pietentious  stones  and  ar-  j  j^j,^,  .    j^^^.^  ^^^^^^  prowling  in  the  'woods 

tides  deser\-edly  popAilar.     His  novels,  ;  wery  night  for  a  week."'  Well,  I  would  uo 


rich  in  historical  facts,  are  v.ritten  in  a 
graphic,  natural  language  and  entertain- 
ing style,  and  he  has  done  much  to  fa- 
miliarize our  State  history. 

The  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  suffered 
ill  health  from  partial  strokes  of  paralysis, 
which'  were  but  precursors  of  the  final  at-  j 
tack,  which  proved  fatal  June  6,  18G8.  By 
his  death  a  pen  rich  in  historic  incidents 
and  scenes  was  laid  aside  forever ;  but  his 
name  will  long  be  associated  with  tlic  his- 
tory of  our  State  through  his  wo  r  ICS. 

He  was  frank  and  pleasant  in  his  deal- 
ings with  his  fello\^■-r^en ;  lenient  almost 
to  a  fault,  unpretending  in  dress,  and  genial 
as  a  friend  and  companion. 

TxTE  GREAT  WOLF   HUNT  OX  IRISH  HILL. 

V.I-.ULIX    !X  EAULV  T.MES. 

The  way  the  settlers  met  and  overcame 
the  wild  animals  is  well  described  in  the 
following  story  by  the  late  Hon.  D.  P. 
Thomp.>on.  and  printed  in  tliC  Montpelier 
'Arg/is  a  I  ut  Patriot  hi  1867,  of  "  The  Great 
Wolf  Plunt  on  Irish  Hill  in  Early  Time.'' 

One  Saturday  night,  about  dark,  in  the 
month  of  Eebruary,  1803,  a  smart  resolute 
boy,  who  v,-as  then  eleven  years,  old,  who 
is  still  alive  and  one  of  the  most  honored 
citizens  of  Montpelier,  Hon.  Danie]  Bald- 
win, and  who  had  been  boarding  out  to 
attend  the  district  school  on  tlie  lower  part 
of  Dog  rixer,  started  on  foot  and  alone  to 
go  to  the  house  of  Israel  Dewey,  his  broth- 
er-in-law, three  or  four  miles  up  the  river, 
over  a  road  leading  ni.ainlv  through  a  dense 


'  if  1  could  not  do  better  by  him,  but  I  can 
contrive  to  furnish  him  with  a  better  safe- 
guard than  my  conipany  v>ill  afford,"  re- 
turned the  husband.  "Daniel,  you  hold 
on  a  minute  .and  I  wil!  show  vou."  So, 
saying,  he  ran  into  the  house  and  lu'ought 
the  firebrand  of  a  stout  sapling  club,  with 
one  end  well  on  thv,  and  j)utting  it  into 
the  boy's  hand,  said  to  him,  There,  take 
that  and  begin  now  to  swing  it  enough  to 
keep  it  alive,  and  if  the  savage  brutes  be- 
set you  on  your  way  swing  it  round  )  0u 
like  fury  and  run  the  gauntlet,  and  Fll 
warrant  they  won't  dare  to  touch  you." 

I'he  boy  who  had  been  a  little  staggered 
by  what  he  had  heard,  now,  hov.ever,  as 
he  was  armed  with  the  efficacious  fire- 
brand, as  he  was  told  it  would  prove,  again 
went  fearlessly  forward.  But  the  events 
of  the  next  half  hour  were  destined  to 
change  his  fef  Hngs  of  confidence  into  those 
of  lively  apprehension,  for  he  had  not  gone 
more  than  half-a-mile  after  entering  the 
woods,  before  his  ears  were  greeted  by  a 
long  shrill  howl  rising  from  the  forest  a 
short  distance  to  his  left,  bringing  the  un- 
welcome conviction  to  his  startled  mind  of 
the  near  vicinity  of  one  at  least  of  the  wild 
beasts  against  which  he  had  been  warned, 
the  terrible  wolf  And  to  add  to  his  dis- 
may, the  howl  he  had  heard  was  almost 
instantly  answered  by  a  dozen  responsive 
howls  from  various  points  more  or  less 
distant,  on  the  wooded  sides  of  Irish  Hill, 
wliich  rose  immediately  from  Dog  river  on 
the  east ;  w'hile  these  ominous  sounds, 
growing  louder  and  more  distinct  every 
moment,  very  plainly  indicated  a  very 
large  troop  of  these  savage  brutes  w^ere 
rapidly  closing  in  on  his  patii  with  a  pur- 
pose of  which  he  treml)led  to  think.  Be- 
lievins:  it  would  be  as  damrerous  for  him 


forest,  to  his  destination  near  the  borders  |  to  retreat  as  advance,  he  Cjuickened  his 
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walk  into  a  run,  and  commenced  swinging 
his  firebrand  as  he  went,  hoping  thus  to 
wo  I  tiirougli  the  woods  before  tlic  gang 
would  beset  his  path.  But  he  soon  found 
that  neitlier  his  speed  nor  his  firebrand 
were  sufiicient  to  ensure  him  against  the 
lluxatened  danger,  lie  had  not  gone  an- 
othe)-  half-mile  before  a  tierce  and  hungr)- 
V(yiol,  issuing  from  a  dark  flitting  figure  in 
"the  road  a  few  steps  in  advance  brought 
him  to  a  stand.  ,  He  recoiled  from  the 
frightful  cry  and  began  to  retreat,  but  his 
steps  were  quickly  arrested  by  another 
fierce  n>zt'/,  apprising  him  that  the  enemy 
were  in  possession  of  the  road  behind  as 
well  as  before  him,  while  out  there  on  his 
left,  out  here  on  his  right  and  everywdiere 
around,  rose  in  full  chorus  the  same  shrill, 
eager,  hungry  yoix'l ;  yowl;  yowl  for  his 
blood.  Having  become  perfectly  desperate 
under  these  appalling  surroundings,  which 
plainly  told  hirn  tiiar  a  struggle  for  his  life 
was  now  at  hand,  lie  made  a  wild  rush 
forward,  swinging  his  firebrand  around  him 
with  all  his  might,  and  uttering  a  fierce 
yell  at  every  bound  both  to  keep  up  his 
own  courage  and  frighten  away  the  wolves 
which  were  keeping  pace  with  him,  gallop- 
ing along  on  each  side  of  his  path,  or  leap- 
ing into  the  road  behind  and  before  him, 
b>csetting  him  so  closely  and  with  such 
boldness  and  determination,  that  it  often 
required  an  actual  contact  of  the  firebrand 
with  their  noses  to  make  them  yield  the 
way  for  his  advance.  And  thus  for  the 
next  half  mile  lie  ran  ihe  fearful  gauntlet 
through  this  terrible  troop  of  infuriated 
bmtes  till  almost  dead  with  fright  and 
exhaustion,  lie  at  length  reached  the  home 
of  Israel  Dewey  his  brother-iu-lav/,  w'lih. 
joy  and  gratitu(ie  for  his  preservation  from 
a  terrible  death  which  no  words  could 
describe. 

This  event,  winch  of  itself  was  suf- 
hciently  romantic  and  thrilling  to  deserve 
a  place  among  the  striking  incidents  of  the 
early  settlements,  was  the  more  note- 
worthy on  account  of  the  memorable  afiair 
to  which  it  directly  and  almost  immediately 
led,  the  great  wolf  hunt  on  Irish  Hill  in 
the  winter  of  1803. 

Up  to  that  time  it  was  not  known  with 
any  certainty  that  there  w'ere  wolves  in 
ilus  section  of  the  country.  Several  set- 
tlers in  the  vicinity  of  the  extensive  moun- 
tain forest  called  Irish  Hill,  had  lost  sheep  ; 
whether  they  were  killed  by  bears,  cata- 
mounts, or  wolves  was  a  matter  of  conjec- 
ture ;  but  the  boy's  perilous  adventure 
which  spread  rapidly  among  the  nearest 
^.ettlcments  and  was 'implicitly  believed  at 
f^iicc,  established  the  f^ict  in  the  minds 
all  that  there  was  really  a  gang  of 
^\<)!vcs  in  the  vicinity,  and  Irish  Hill  was 


probably  their  chief  rendezvous.  The 
settlers  one  and  all  eagerly  expressed  their 
wish  to  join  in  a  hunt  for  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  destructive  animals. 

A  rally  was  made  on  the  following  Tues- 
day, but  not  extensive  enough  to  form  a 
ring  around  any  large  portion  of  the  for- 
est where  the  wolves  were  supposed  to  be 
lurking.  Having  assembled  at  Berlin 
meeting  house,  they,  however,  marched 
into  the  woods  and  shot  two  wolves,  when 
they  postponed  further  operations  till  the 
following  Saturday,  when  a  grand  hunt 
was  proposed  in  which  all  the  settlers  from 
the  adjoining  towns  within  20  miles  were  to 
be  invited  to  partictpate,  what  they  had  done 
being  considered  nierely  a  recoimoisance. 
Early  .Saturday  morning,  the  well-armed 
settlers,  having  ambitiously  responded  to 
the  call,  gathered  at  the  house  of  Abel 
Knapp,  Esq.,  the  town  clerk,  living  very 
near  what  was  then  termed  Berlin  Center 
meeting-house. 

The  assembled  forces  numbering  400  or 
500  then  formed  themselves  into  tv.  o  equal 
divisions,  and  chose  leaders  or  captains 
for  each,  with  a  general  officer  to  remain 
at  the  starting  point  and  give  out  the  order 
or  signal  cries  to  be  passed  round  the 
ring  proposed  to  be  formed.  The  two 
captains  then  led  oil"  their  resj)ective  divis- 
ins,  one  to  the  south,  along  the  borders  of 
the  woods,  and  the  other  to  the  west  for  a 
short  distance  and  then  south,  each  leav- 
ing a  nian  every  50  or  60  rods,  to  keep  his 
station  till  ordered  to  march  inward-,  when 
the  ring  was  completed.  After  waiting 
two  hours  or  more  to  give  time  for  the 
divisions  to  station  their  men  so  as  to  form 
an  extended  ri  \g  round  the  forest  proposed 
to  be  enclosed,  the  word  was  given  out  by 
the  general  officer,  '•'■Prepare  to  inarch^ 
This  was  uttered  in  a  loud  cry  at  the  start- 
ing point,  and  repeated  by  the  next  man 
left  stationed  to  the  south,  and  soon,  if  the 
ring  had  been  perfected  by  every  man, 
round  the  ring.  As  had  been  expected, 
the  sound  of  this  w\atchword  gradually 
grew  fainter  and  fainter  in  the  distance, 
and  then  ceased  to  be  heard  at  all.  Then 
followed  a  moment  of  anxious  waiting 
with  those  at  the  starting  point,  for  if  the 
watchword  was  not  soon  approaching  from 
the  west  it  would  show  the  ring  not  per- 
fected, and  all  success  in  enclosing  the 
reputed  wolves  a  hopeless  affair.  But  tliey 
had  not  long  to  wait.  In  a  short  time  a 
faint  sound  was  heard  on  the  west  side  of 
the  ring  which  ,  grew  louder  and  louder 
till  it  reached  the  starting  point  in  full  tone. 
All  was  now  animation  and  expectancy  on 
this  part  of  the  ring,  and  almost  instantly 
tlie  next  watchword  /narch  rang  through 
the  forest,  and  eaeh  man,  as  he  repeated 
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it,  advanced  rapidly  into  the  interior  of 
the  ring  a  quarter  of  a  mile  as  near  as  he 
could  judge,  and  then  commanded  the 
♦'half  as  agreed  at  the  outset.  This 
word  was  promptly  sent  onward  and  re- 
turned like  the  others,  when  another  com- 
mand to  march  was  uttered,  and  all  again 
advanced  towards  the  supposed  center  of 
the  ring.  And  thus  rapidly  succeeded 
the  watchwords  inarch  and  halt,  till  the 
ring  was  so  nearly  closed  that  it  was  seen 
and  announced  that  there  were  enclosed 
several  wolves,  in  the  same,  which  ran  gal- 
loping round  the  centre,  as  If  looking  for 
a  chance  to  escape  through  the  ring,  now 
become  a  continuous  line  of  men.  But 
the  frightened  animals  could  find  no  out- 
lets, and  were  shot  down  with  every  at- 
tempt to  escape.  Two  wolves  and  a  fox 
or  two  were  killed  in  this  way,  but  by  this 
time  bullets  tlew  so  thickly  across  the  ring- 
that  it  v.as  seen  that  some  change  of  plan 
must  be  made,  else  as  many  men  as  wolves 
might  be  killed.  \\\  common  consent  at 
this  crisis  the  late  Thomas  Davis,  a  well- 
known  marksman  and  a  man  of  steady 
nerve  was  requested  to  go  inside  thering 
and  shoot  the  wolves.  This  he  did,  and  ac- 
complished all  that  was  expected  of  him. 
He  shot  five  wolves  and  endangered  no 
man.  The  whole  number  of  the  victims 
of  the  hunt  were  then  found  to  be  seven 
wolves  and  ten  foxes.  The  compariy  then 
took  off  the  scalps  of  the  wolves  and  took 
up  their  line  of  march  for  the  house  of  the 
town  .clerk,  where  bounties  for  the  .slain 
wolves  were  to  be  allowed  and  of  the  avails 
some  disposition  marie.  It  was  announced 
that  money  to  the  value  adequate  had  been 
advanced  suincient  to  pay  for  a  supper  for 
the  whole  company.  These  arrangements 
were  soon  eftected  and  while  the  supper 
was  being  cooked  a  keg  of  rum  was  opened 
and  distributed,  which  being  taken  in  their 
exhausted  condition,  on  empty  stomachs, 
thus  upset  a  large  number  who  were  never 
so  upset  before  that  it  was  said  that  Esquire 
Rnapp's  haymow  that  night  lodged  a  larger 
number  of  disabled  men  than  were  ever 
before  or  since  collected  in  Washington 
County. 

Thus  was  ended  the  great  Wolf  Hunt 
on  Irish  Hill  in  1803.  which  was  the  means 
of  routing  every  v/olf  from  this  region  of 
\'ermont,  and  fro?n  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent day  at  least  none  have  been  known-'' 

D.  P.  T. 

MoxTPELiER,  July  13,  1 88 1. 
The  above  is  certiiied  to,  78  years  after 
by  the  actor  in  the  scene,  as  substantially 
true.  Daniel  Baldwin. 


1'>ERLIN  POND  AND   IJEXJAMIN'S  FALLS. 

Upon  the  highlands  of  the  town  of  liCr- 
lin,  at  a  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  capital  of  the  State,  and  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  little  less  than  400  feet  above  th.c 
same,  lies  a  beautiful  body  of  water — 
Berlin  Pond  ;  about  2  miles  in  length,  nar- 
rowing into  a  width  of  50  feet  at  two- 
thirds  of  the  distance  from  the  head,  giv- 
ing the  wider  parts  the  designation  of  the 
upper  and  lower  pond.  The  water  is  clear 
and  soft,  and  when  unmoved,  reflects  the 
entire  margin  of  hill-sides,  farm  and  forest, 
while  the  sky  and  clouds  above  seem  to 
have  lazily  lain  down  upon  its  bosom  till 
well  might  these  be  called  Mirror  lakes. 
Jkrlin  pond,  or  ponds  have  long  been  a 
resort  of"  fishing  parlies,  and  of  late,'  a 
growing  taste  for  rural  scenes  and  camp- 
life,  induces  longer  stay,  and  during  the 
warmer  sunimer  montlis  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon no'.v  for  families  from  neighboring 
towns  to  pitch  here  their  tents  and  set  up  a 
system  of  co-operative  housekeeping  tliat 
succeeds,  during  which  sojourn  religious 
services  are  held  on  Sundays  in  the  open 
air.  or,  if  rainy,  in  some  one  of  the  larger 
tents. 

If  always  '-a  th.ingof  beauty,'' the  pond 
has  not  always  been  a  thing  of  joy."  At 
times  it  has  shown  a  greed  of  human  life, 
and  helped  to  fill  the  cup  of  sorrow — en- 
gulfing once  a  bright  and  promising  boy, 
the  only  son  of  parents  dwelling  on  its  bor- 
der, and  from  the  shadowy  forest  of  the 
eastern  shore  there  once  came  whisperings 
of  foul  treachery  and  homicide.  But  these 
events  were  of  the  past — never  to  be  re- 
peated, let  us  hope. 

The  village  of  the  town  is  situated  at 
the  lower  and  northern  extremity  of  the 
pond,  and  here  is  a  fall  with  a  good  water- 
power  which  has  long  been  utilized.  From 
this  outlet  the  stream  runs  in  a  circuitous 
route  some  over  a  mile,  falling  19  feet,  and 
furnishing  two  other  water-powers  on  its 
way,  thence  rushing  on  more  rapidly,  as 
if  tired  of  slow  work,  and  eager  for  frolic, 
seeks  tlie  woods  and  at  once  away  from 
observation  and  restraint,  its  wild  race  be- 
gins, and  in  less  than  300  feet  it  fiills  in 
one  leap  after  another,  274  feet.    The  first 
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of  these  leaps  50  feet  in  an  angle  of  65  de- 
crees. The  second  about  6  rods  below, 
filling  30  feet  perpendicularly;  and  18 
rods  farther  on  is  the  third  falls  of  130  feet 
al  an  angle  of  30  degrees.  Thus  far  so 
completely  hidden  are  Benjamin's  Falls, 
known  by  the  nan\e  of  the  owr^er  of  the 
land  through  which  the  stream  runs — that 
|)erhaps  most  people  in  their  vicinity  have 
never  seen  this  beautiful  freak  of  nature's. 
Ikit  though  long  unknown  and  unvisited 
through  the  warm  season,  of  late,  parties 
one  or  more,  may  often  be  found  spending 
die  day  here.  Cool,  sheltered,  and  for  a 
wonder  is  not  damp,  nothing  can  be  more 
delightful  than  to  sit  under  the  trees  and 
watch  the  caprices  of  the  rushing,  roaring 
toircnt.  The  maples  and  birdies  crowd 
close  to  its  edge,  laving  their  roots  in  its 
waters  and  throwing  their  arms  out  over 
it,  the  tall  evergreens  stand  like  sentinels 
around,  and  soft  mosses  and  delicate  ferns 
cushion  and  fringe  its  banks  save  where 
the  sharp  rocks  jut  out  as  a  stronger  bul- 
wark of  protection.  A  party  at  one  time 
vi<;iting  the  falls  after  a  long  and  heavy 
rain  beheld  in  a  nook  at  one  side  of  the 
perpendicular  fall,  which  the  excess  of 
water  had  completely  filled,  float  a  mass 
of  foam  in  the  form  of  the  lower  half  of  a 
perfect  cone,  4  or  5  feet  in  diameter,  of  the 
jiurcst  white  at  the  base,  and  gradually 
gaining  color  until  crowned  by  the  amber 
C'f  the  daintiest  merschaum,  while  in  a 
broader,  but  shallower  pool  a  few  rods  be- 
lov,'  was  the  image  of  a  huge  ram,  tossing 
and  struggling  to  extricate  himself  from 
the  watery  element. 

I>ong  ago  this  wild  frolicsome  power  was 
.seized  for  the  service  of  the  early  settlers. 
At  the  foot  of  the  first  fall  was  the  first  saw- 
"iill,  and  at  the  foot  of  the  second  the  first 
k'nst-mill  erected  in  the  county.  Whether 
tlie  ascent  to  the  mills  on  the  one  side  v/as 
too  steep,  or  the  descent  on  the  other  too 
«'itiicult,  or  whether  it  came  to  be  thought 
of  mills  as  it  did  of  churches— better  to 
l"-!t  them  in  the  vallevs  than  on  the  hiil- 
^■^>P,  we  may  not  now  know,  but  standing 
on  the  ground  and  seeing  left  only  the 
I  nundation  walls  and  the  millstone  lying 
in  the  stream  below,  one  questions  whether 


the  stream  itself  had  not  something  to  do 
in  their  abandonment,  this  turbulent,  wil- 
ful thing,  so  fascinating  in  its  beauty,  so 
destructive  in  its  power ;  now  abating 
somewhat  of  its  violence,  turning  aside 
here  and  there  into  little  nooks,  coquetting 
with  the  fallen  trunks  of  trees,  then  back 
again  over  the  smaller  rocks  in  its  bed, 
(riving,  as  it  emerges  from  the  shelter  of 
the  woods,  a  tithe  of  its  power  to  turn  the 
wheel  of  a  little  mill— thus  "  working  out 
its  ///>//way  tax,^""  and  then  after  one  short, 
sharp  and  final  plunge,  gracefully  yielding 
to  the  inevitable,  m.aking  its  way  through 
the  fertile  meadows,  passes  quietly  into  the 
waters  of  the  Winooski. 

ilE.XRY  LUTIiER  STUART,  ESQ., 

died  Sept.  17,  1879,  Athens,  Ga.,  the 
day  being  his  64th  birthday.  He  was  born 
at  Berlin,  in  this  Stare,  and  after  studying 
medicine,  law  and  engineering,  he  went 
to  New  York  in  1843,  ^vhere  he  became 
known  in  connection  with  the  first  efforts 
to  lay  an  Atlantic  cable,  and  also  as  the 
designer  of  the  model  on  which  the  public 
schools  are  still  built.  He  was  also  the 
first  to  iiUroduce  the  phuo  into  these  insti- 
tutions. He  aided  in  founding  the  Five 
Points  Mission  in  185 1,  and  was  later  in- 
strumental in  causing  the  establishment  of 
the  Normal  College.  He  was  an  old  friend 
of  Horace  Greeley.  He  devoted  his  whole 
life  to  the  public  service,  and  the  Woman's 
Hospital  of  New  York  State  and  the  Eclec- 
tic Medical  College  are,  in  a  measure,  in- 
debted to  him  for  their  foundation.  He 
was  also  much  interested  in  the  progress 
of  experiments  with  torpedoes  as  a  means 
I  of  coast  defence.  His  visit  to  Georgia  was 
I  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  honors 
j  lately  paid  there  to  Dr.  Long,  whose  name 
!  is  well  known  in  connection  with  the  his- 
j  tory  of  anaesthetics.  His  death  was  caused 
by  paral}"sis. — BurliiigtoL  Free  Press. 

1 

j  HON.  CHARLES  BULKI,EY, 

I  a  native  of  Colchester,  Ct.,  came  to  Berlin 
previous  to  iBco,  and  settled  near  the  red 
arch  bridge.  He  was  a  prominent  lawyer, 
his  oftice  being  in  Montpelier.  tie  was 
Judge  of  Probate  for  Orange  County  Court 
in  1800  and  i8oi ,  and  chief  judge  of  Wash- 
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;inizatio!i  in  1813,  j  favcuite  do 
f.rlin  ia  the  State  |  set  his  guii 


ington  County  on  its  01 
and  representative  for 
Legislature  in  1818.  He  was  an  able  man, 
a  good  citizen  and  an  earnest  and  eilicienr 
member  of  the  Congregational  chiirclr  liere 
in  its  caily  days,  and  at  his  death  v,  is  tiie 
oldest  member  of  the  l.)nr  in  tliis  County. 
He  died  April,  1836,  age  72  \ears.  We 
were  late  in  finding  the  data  for  this  no- 
tice, or  it  would  have  aj^peared  among  the 
early  settlers  previously  noticed. 

George  Fowler,  an  old,  early  settler  of 
this  town,  used 
India>i. 


to  hunt  with  Capt.  Joe, 


PUBLIC  MONJ: V  JUIJICIOUSLV  EXPENDJ:!.). 

Previous  to  the  great  flood  in  Oct.  18 — , 
•Ik^riin  street,  leading  cast  from  tlie  red 
arch  bridge,  was  an;,  thing  but  a  pleasant 
])lace  to  live  in,  being  low,  and  in  spring 
a  complete  slougli.  and  the  houses  old 
tumble-down  affairs.  The  water  having 
washed  out  part  of  the  street,  the  town  in- 
vested ,<i8oo  in  tilling  and  grading  about 
h  mile,  and  2  years  later,  nearly  as  much 
more.  The  improvement  seemed  catch- 
ing. The  inhabitants  took  the  idea,  and 
almost  every  house  is  newly  covered  ;  new 
ones  have  been  built,  a  new  street  laid  out 
with  additional  buildings,  and  now,  18S1, 
it  is  not  only  a  pleasant  place  in  which  to 
live,  but  one  of  the  pleasant  drives  near 
Montpelier. 

STEVE NS  BRAN C II . 

When  the  first  settlers  in  this  vicinity 
visited  tlse  lower  part  of  this  stream  they 
found  upon  its  banks  near  the  mouth  a 
hunter's  cabin,  and  in  the  cabin  the  body 
of  a  man  far  gone  in  the  process  of  decay. 
He  had  evidently  died  alone  and  unat- 
tended. They  carefully  buried  the  body 
as  well  as  circumstances  would  admit.  It 
was  atterwards  ascertained  that  lie  came 
from  Corinth,  and  his  name  was  Stevens. 
Hence,  the  name  "Stevens  Branch."'  It 
is  said  tliat  on  account  of  disappointment 
in  a  love  affair  lie  left  society  and  took  to 
the  forest. 

DOG  RIVER 

received  its  name  in  consequence  of  a 
hunter  by  the  name  of  Martin,  losing  his 


in  the  following  manner:  He 
t  night  near  his  camp  for  the 
])urpo8e  of  sliooting  a  bear.  During  the 
night  he  heaiTl  the  report  of  the  gun,  and 
rnlled  his  dog  to  ascertain  the  results, 
but  failing  to  fiufl  him  lie  waited  till  morn- 
ing, when  he  found  the  dog  uas  the  victim. 
He  threw  th';  dog  into  the  stream,  saying 
'■'this  stream  shall  be  called  Dog  River." 


CABOT. 


BY  JOHN  M.  FISHER.  ; 

Cabot  is  situated  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  : 
Washington  Co.  ;  Int.  4^°.  23';  long.  4'-'^, 
42'  ;  6  miles  sqi.iare  :  bounded  N.  by  Wal-  , 
den  and  Danville,  E.  I^y  Danville  and  \ 
Peacham,  S.  by  .Miirsh.heid,  and  V/.  by  ; 
Woodbmy,  and  lies  21  miles  easterly  from  : 
Montpelier.  It  v,a.-;  granted  iSIov.  6,  1780;  j 
chartered  Ijy  Wra;oTit  to  Jesse  J..even-  1 
worth  and  65  others,  .Aug.  17,  1781  ;  but  . 
not  surveyed  wcA  lotted  till   1786.    The  i 

survey  was  made   Cabot,  of  C^on-  j 

necticut,  and  James  Whilela>v.  'i'honoas  1 
Lyford,  whose  kiiher  v;as  one  of  the  tyrst  : 
settlers,  being  at  that  time  a  young  m:in,  ; 
18  years  of  age,  wurked  with  tlieui  thiough 
the  .survey.  In  the  eNtreme  west  jiart  of  ' 
the  town  Mr.  Cabot  broke  the  glass  in  Ins  !. 
compass,  and  was  obliged  to  go  tin  ough  ; 
the  wilderness  to  the  ne;uest  liouse  about  i 
6  miles  a  ^-ay,  and  take  a  square  of  glass  | 
out  of  the  window  to  replace  It.  j 

The  names  of  the  grantees  v/ere  not  en-  j 
tered  upon  the  town  records,  and  il  can-  j 
not  be  determined  with  certainty  of  j 
those  ever  settled  in  tou'n.  By  what  we  \ 
can  gather  from  the  original  plan  of  tiie  j 
town,  it  appears  very  few  of  them  ever  1 
made  this  town  their  home.  .  j 

The  township  was   lotted   by    James  | 
Whitelaw,  and  a  field-book  written  out  by  | 
him  September,  17S6,  contains  the  num-  , 
ber  of  each  lot  and  full  description  of  the 
same,  measurement,  etc.,  closing  each 
with  a  statement  of  what  in  his  judgment 
the  land  is  adapted  to,  whether  pasture  or 
general  farming.    There  were  12  lots  in 
each  division,  and  6  divisions,  making  72 
lots  in  town.    The  first  meeting  of  the 
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proprietors  was  warned  by  Alexander  I  lar- 
vcv,  justice  of  the  peace, 

'I'o  meet  at  the  house  of  Jo^iathan  Elkins, 
in  IVacham,  County  of  Orange,  on  the  2d 
>ionday  in  June,  17S6,  to  transact  the  fol- 
lowing'business,  viz.:  1st,  to  choose  a 
moderator  to  govern  said  meeting  ;  2d,  to 
choose  a  clerk;  3d,  to  agiee  what  they  will 
do  respecting  the  settlers  in  said  town, 
and  to  see  what>  encouragement  they  will 
give  to  settlers ;  4th,  to  lay  a  tax  to  de- 
fray the  expense  of  surveying  and  lotting 
.said  town. 

At  this  meeting,  Jonathan  Elkins  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  Jesse  Levenworth, 
clerk. 

Meetings  were  adjourned  from  time  to 
time.  Noveniber  3,  1786,  they  met  at  the 
!u)Ui;e  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  in  Arling- 
ton, and  the  sun'cy  being  completed  and 
piesented  to  the  meeting,  it  was 

Voted  that  Giles  Chittenden  and  Tru- 
man Chittenden,  being  indifferent  per- 
sons, be  a  committee  to  draw  the  lots, 

which  being  done  by  them  in  the  presence 
of  the  meeting  as  the  law  directs,  \\-as  as 
fv.llows: 

Jesse  Levenworth,  lot  No.  5  ;  Jesse  Lev- 
enworth, 55;  ALark  Levenworth,  10;  Wil- 
liam Levenworth,  i;  Evans  Munson,  57; 
Isaac  Doolittle,  64;  Robert  Fairchild,  19; 
Ebenczer  Crafts,  14;  Timothy  Newel,  72; 
James  Lane,  66;  Elias  Townsend,  28; 
William  Holmes,  18;  Richard  Mansfield, 
7^]  Nathan  Levenworth,  15  :  Moses  Baker, 
20:  Jas.  Whitelaw,  7.;  Philander  Harvey, 
'-'5  ;  David  Bryant,  5 1  ;  Frederick  Leven- 
v>orth,  53;  Jonathan  Heath,  33;  Fames 
Johnson,  45  ;  Thomas  Lyford,  2i  :  Edmund 
Chapman,  50;  Benjamin  Webster,  40; 
David  Blanchard,  56;  Jonathan  Elkins, 
-6;  Jonathan  Elkins,  Jr.,  42;  William 
Chamberlin,  60;  Ephraim  Foster,  44; 
Aocl  IVianchard,  58;  Benjamin  Ambrose, 
U;  Minister,  62;  Minister,  63;  Grammar 
-^ciiool,  69;  College,  3;  William  Douglas, 
49;  Asa  Douglas,  11  ;  John  Douglas,  22; 
Alson  Douglas,  68;  Beriah  Palmer,  17; 
'  hirtlia  Douglas,  13  ;  Ebenczer  Jones,  67  ; 
J'-'-^c  Gardner,  41  ;  Mary  Ajidrus,  47; 
vV;lliam  Dougla.s,  52;  Content  Douglas, 
4^^;  Asa  Douglas,  Jr.,  12;  Zebiilon  Doug- 
48;  Lyman  Llitchcock,  54;  Nathaniel 


Wales,  36 ;  Saphiah  fiitchcock,  2  ;  John 
Batchelder,  32;  Eliphalet  Richards,  29; 
Jonathan  Pettet,  30 ;  Matthew  Watson, 
38  ;  Ezekiel  Tiffany,  43  ;  Abel  Blanchard, 
39;  Peter  Blanchard,  27  ;  Reuben  Blanch- 
^^d,  35;  Jason  Cross,  16;  Solomon  John- 
son, 9 ;  Robert  Hains,  61  ;  Samuel  Russell, 
23  ;  David  Waters,  6 ;  Thomas  Chittenden, 
Esq.,  4;  Paul  Spooner,  25;  Joseph  Fay, 
Esq.,  8;  Abigail  Gunn,  59;  Barnabas 
Morse,  24. 

Voted  that  there  be  a  tax  of  ten  shillings 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  lotting.  There  be- 
ing but  71  proprietors  and  72  lots,  it  v/as 

Voted  that  lot  No.  24  be  disposed  of,  as 
the  settlers  now  in  town  should  see  fit. 

Lots  No.  62  and  63  were  set  as  minister 
lots,  the  rerit  to  go  for  the  support  of 
preaching  in  town ;  No.  69,  gi  ammar 
school,  the  rent  of  which  goes  to  Peacham 
Academy;  -lots  71  a;id  72,  town  school; 
lot  No.  3,  college. 

The  town  was  named  by  Lyman  Hitch- 
cock, one  of  the  grantees,  in  honor  of  his 
bride-elect.  Miss  Cabot,  of  Connecticut,  a 
descendant  of  Sebastian  Cabot.  Mr.  Lev- 
enworth never  settled  or  lived  in  town,  but 
sett'ed  and  built  the  mills  at  what  is  now 
known  as  West  Danville. 

In  1779,  Gen.  Hazen  cut  through  the 
wilderness,  and  made  a  passable  road  for 
50  miles  above  Peacham,  running  through 
the  north-eastern  part  of  Cabot,  over  what 
is  known  as  Cabc  ■  Plain,  through  Walden 
and  Hardwick.  He  camped  for  a  few 
weeks  on  the  plain  about  ^  of  a  mile  to 
the  south  of  the  residence  now  of  Springer. 
Here  they  expected  an  attack  from  the 
British  from  Canada,  who  v/ere  sending  a 
j  portion  of  their  forces  down  on  the  east  side 
of  the  State,  instead  of  sending  them  all 
down  the  Lake,  upon  the  west  side.  A 
fortitication  was  thrown  up  by  Hazen's 
soldiers.  The  ground  bears  the  name  of 
Fortitication  Hill,  and  a  small  portion  of 
the  fortification  is  still  seen,  and  a  large 
rock  pointed  out  where  the  army  built  their 
camp-fires. 

Connected  v/ith  Hazen's  army  was  a 
squad  called  WhitcOnib's  Rangers,  among 
whom  was  Thomas  Lyford,  grandfatlier  of. 
Thomas  Lyford  now  living  in  the  village 
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of  Cabot.  Gen.  Hazen  expecting  an  at- 
tack from  the  enemy,  Whitcomb  and  Ly- 
ford  were  sent  to  the  north  as  spies.  Dur- 
ing the  long  scout  Whitcomb's  shoes  gave 
out,  and  he  threatened  to  shoot  the  first 
man  he  met  for  his.  After  several  davs, 
cautiously  proceeding,  they  heard  a  dis- 
tant crackling  of  the  hiiish,  then  a  faint 
tramp  of  feet,  and  at  once  secreted  them- 
selves in  an  advantageous  position,  and 
waited.  In  a  short  time  a  scouting  party 
of  the  enemy  discovered  tlicmselves,  Brit- 
ish and  Indians,  making  for  Gen.  Hazen's 
quarters,  commanded  by  Gen.  Gordon. 
Our  scouts  felt  upon  their  action  for  a  few- 
moments  hung  great  results  ;  not  only  their 
own  lives,  but  those  of  their  comrades 
and  Gen.  Hazen's  army.  The  enemy 
advanced,  Gen.  Gordon  in  front,  little 
thinking  what  is  concealed  in  the  thicket. 
Whitcomb  tliinks  of  his  shoes  ;  tells  Lyford 
to  be  cool ;  takes  good  aim  ;  Gen.  Gordon 
falls  forward ;  throws  his  arms  around  the 
neck  of  his  horse;  the  horse,  frightened, 
turned  back  and  ran  into  camp ;  the  Brit- 
ish general  lived  to  get  into  camp,  but  died 
very  soon  after.  Whitcomb  was  secreted 
under  a  bank  where  the  waters  in  a  little 
ravine  had  \vashed  out  a  hole,  which  was 
covered  with  a  log.  Over  this  log,  he  said, 
a  number  of  Indians  ran  whooping,  brand- 
ishing their  tomahawks ;  that  he  could 
have  pulled  any  one  of  them  ott'  from  the 
log  as  they  passed  over  into  the  hole,  but 
he  thought  it  not  best.  Lyford  was_  con- 
cealed near  him.  After  a  long  search,  the 
Indians  gave  up  they  could  not  find  the 
one  who  sent  the  bullet. 

As  soon  as  Whitcomb  and  Lyford  con- 
sidered it  safe  they  came  from  their  hiding 
places,  and  returned  to  the  camp  of  Gen. 
Hazen  with  the  news.  Whitcomb  did  not 
get  his  shoes,  but  they  had  accomplished 
all  and  more  than  they  set  out  for.  The 
enemy,  dismayed,  retreated  back  to  Can- 
ada, and  thus  ended  what  was  expected  to 
be  a  battle  or  skirmish  on  Cabot's  Plain. 
[See  account  of  Major  Whitcomb  and  this 
adventure  in  vol.  I  of  this  work,  page 
1067 — Ed.] 

Gen.  Hazen  finished  his  road  through  to 
the  town  of  Lowell,  and  then  returned  to 


the  south.  This  road  from  near  Joe's  pond, 
led  to  the  south  of  the  present  traveled 
road,  until  it  came  to  the  three  corners  of 
a  road  near  the  present  grave-yard  on  the 
plain  ;  here  it  struck  what  is  now  the  pres- 
ent traveled  road  and  continued  to  the 
north  line  of  the  town.  It  was  of  great 
benefit  to  the  first  settlers.  It  is  still  called 
the  Hazen  road.  * 

The  settlements  began  upon  the  high- 
est land,  in  town  which  has  been  known 
as  Cabot  Plain  for  the  last  40  years  ;  pre- 
vious to  that  as  Johnson's  Plain.  Colonel 
Thomas  Johnson  of  Newbury,  when  taken 
prisoner  with  Col.  Jonathan  Elkins  of 
Peacham,  by  the  British  in  1781,  and  car- 
ried to  Canada,  the  first  night  of  their 
march  camped  on  this  tract  of  land,  and 
when  he  returned  on  parole,  soon  after, 
and  from  that  time  until  late  in  the  present 
century  this  locality  was  called  Johnson's 
Plain.  It  hes  between  the  Connecticut 
and  Winooski  river,  and  commands  an 
extensive  and  beautiful  prospect,  the  out- 
lines of  which  are  formed  by  the  western 
range  of  the  Green  mountains  and  by  the 
White  mountains  in  N.  H. 

BEN'JAMIX  WEBSTER, 

of  Salisbury,  now  of  Eranklin.  N.  H., 
uncle  of  renowned  Daniel  Webster,  en- 
couraged by  the  liberal  oflers  of  the  pro- 
prietors, came  to  this  town  in  ijS'j,,  and 
made  the  firs'  opening  in  the  forest  for  a 
permanent  settlement.  The  first  clearing 
was  made  a  little  north  of  where  George 
Smith  now  lives,  on  the  line  of  the  Hazen 
road.  In  the  opening,  Mr.  Webster  built 
the  first  log  cabin.  Its  dimensions,  we  are 
not  told,  but  assured  it  was  sufficiently 
capacious  to  answer  for  a  house,  barn, 
shed,  and  all  necessary  out-buildings  ;  and 
that  this  tenement  completed,  he  returned 
for  his  family  and  moved  them  into  town 
March,  1783,  himself  driving  the  cow  ,  Mrs. 
Webster  traveling  on  snow-shoes,  and  the 
hired  man  with  Mrs.  Webster's  assistance, 
drawing  the  few  goods  they  brought  with 
them  on  a  hand-sl-^d,  among  which  was  a 
wash-tub,  and  in  this  tub  their  little  daugh- 
ter two  years  of  age,  who  afterwards  be- 
came the  wife  of  Hanson  Rogers,  Esq., 


CABOT. 


77 


and  after  raising  a  large  family  of  children, 
died  in  the  vilhige  of  Cabot,  Sept.  28, 
1868,  aged  88  yrs.  3  mos.,  14  days,  highly 
respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  On  their 
journey  from  Peacham  to  their  cabin,  the 
.snow  was  4  feet  deep  upon  a  level ;  and 
upon  their  airiva)  they  found  it  drifted  into 
their  cabin,  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  and  a 
half.  It  had  to  be  shoveled  out  before 
they  could  enter,  and  then  they  had  only 
the  bare  ground  for  a  floor.  After  getting 
settled  a  little,  Mr.  Webster  went  to  New- 
bury for  provisions.  While  he  was  away, 
the  sun  coming  out  warm,  Mrs.  Webster 
tapped  some  trees  and  made  40  pounds  of 
sugar.  It  is  said  she  could  chop  as  well 
as  a  man,  and  greatly  helped  her  husband 
in  clearing  up  his  farm. 

LIEUT.  JONATHAN  HEA'J  H 

was  the  second  settler.  His  family  ar- 
rived the  first  of  any  settler's  family.  Tlie 
Lieutenant  came  with  his  family  two  days 
before  Benjamin  Webster  came  with  his. 
He  built  his  cabin  on  tlie  line  of  the  Ha- 
zen  road  opposite  the  present  burying- 
ground  on  the  Plain. 

NATHANIEL  WEBSTEK. 

and  family  were  the  third  to  arri\  e.  He 
rolled  up  the  logs  for  his  cabin  on  the  cp- 


number.  About  1787,  six  families  were 
added  to  them,  namely,  Lyman  Hitchcock. 
David  Blanchard,  Jeremiah  IMcDaniels, 
John  L}  ford,  James  liruce,  Thomas  Batch- 
elder,  and  families,  emigrants  from  Ne'v 
Hampshire,  who  settled  on  the  line  of  the 
Hazen  road  on  the  Plain. 

Up  to  this  time,  17SS,  the  inhabitants 
had  lived  in  primitive  independence,  reg- 
ulating themselves  by  th.e  principles  of 
common  law.  The  following  appears  upon 
the  town  book  as  the  first  step  towards  a 
town  organization  : 

Proceedings  of  the  town  of  Cabot.  At 
the  request  of  four  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlic 
tovni  of  Cabot,  I  liereby  notify  the  freemen 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  meet  at  the 
liouse  of  Mr.  Thomas  L3ford,  in  said 
Cabot,  on  the  last  Saturday  instant  March, 
ten  o'clock  before  noon,  then  and  there 
being  met  to  choose  ist,  a  moderator, 
.clerk,  and  necessary  town  officers  ;  2d,  to 
see  if  they  v/ill  raise  money  to  defray  the 
incidental  charges,  and  do  an}-  other  bus- 
iness that  may  be  necessary. 

Walter' Brock, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
February  4th,  1788. 

The  number  of  voters  at  the  organiza- 
tion could  not  ha\  e  been  more  than  10  or 
13,  The  records  of  their  meetings  show 
that  the  first  settlers  seemed  to  regard 
posite  side  of  the  Hazen  road  frorn  Benja- 1  military  title  as  conferring  almost  perma- 
nent virtue  or  qualification  for  office,  as 
seen  by  the  follov.  ing  choice  of  officers  : 


mm  Webster's. 

LIF:UT.   THOMAS  LYFORIJ 

who  was  with  VVhiicomb  in  ilie  darmg  j 
adventure  of  shooting  General  Gordon,  ! 
was  the  fourth  settler.  He  located  on  the  i 
south  of  the  road,  near  the  three  corners,  | 
near  the  burying  ground,  in  what  is  now  j 
Kli  B.  Stone's  field.  I 
The  nearest  trading  point  at  first  was  ' 
Xewbury,  24  miles  distant,  where  the}'  had 
to  go  for  milling,  taking  their  grain  on  a 
hand-sled  in  winter,  or  at  other  times  on 


Capt.  Jes -.e  Levenworth,  moderator; 
Lieut.  Jonathan  Heath,  Lieut.  Thomas 
Lyford,  Lieut.  David  Blanchard,  select- 
men;  Maj.  Lyman  Hitchcock,  town  treas- 
urer ;  Ensign  Jeremiah  McDaniels,  con- 
stable;  Edmund  Chapman,  surveyor  of 
highways.  Ensign  Jeremiah  McDaniels 
was  chosen  collector  of  taxes.  One  pri- 
vate only  was  found  qualified  to  six  com- 
missioned ofilcers  for  promotion  in  civil 


tneir  backs  through  the  mud.    After  about !  office.     The  foregoing  officers  were  all 


three  years,  there  was  a  mill  built  at 
Peacham,  and  they  went  there.  So  great 
was  the  hardship  to  procure  milling,  they 
often  resorted    to   battling   their  grain. 


sworn  into  office  by  the  said  justice  of  the 
peace,  Walter  Brock. 

For  18  years  of  the  settlement  this  was 
the  metropolis  of  the  town.    The  lot  upon 


They  had  no  neighbors  north  of  them,  and  !  W^alden  line  was  owned  by  Nathaniel 
none  on  the  south  nearer  than  Peacham.  |  VVebster.  His  house  stood  a  little  south 
It  was  some  two  or  three  years  before  an}-  I  of  where  the  road  leading  from  the  village 
permanent  addition  was  made   to  their  j  to  Walden  depot  intersects  with  the  Hazen 
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road.  Next  south  was  Benjamin  Web- 
ster's, tiie  first  settler ;  then  came  Dr. 
ScottV.,  Hanson  Rogers",  iMr.  ShepharcFs, 
and  other  houses  and  farms  for  about  a 
mile  on  the  line  of  the  Hazen  road. 

The  famous  -'yellow  house  "  was  built 
by  Horace  and  Gcrshom  Beardslcy,  two 
stirring  settlers  from  Mas.^achusetts.  It 
was  the  first  framed  house  in  town,  and 
was  first  raised  in  the  pasture  now  owned 
by  Samuel  S.  Batchelder.  At  that  time  a 
new  County  was  formed  from  towns  set 
off  from  the  County  of  Orange,  and  there 
was  a  strong  prospect  that  this  town  would 
be  the  shire  town  of  the  new  county.  With 
this  e.xpecration,  the  Beardsleys  cleared 
two  acres  of  land  in  this  pasture,  taking- 
out  the  stumps  root  and  branch,  for  the 
site  of  the  county  buildings.  Their  hopes 
not  being  realized,  the  house  was  not  fin- 
ished on  this  spot,  and  ai'ter  standing  here 
about  2  years,  was  taken  down  and  I'e- 
moved  to  the  Plain.  The  foundation  is 
seen  at  the  present  time  where  it  was  first 
raised.  The  timber  all  hard  wood,  and  the 
house  two  stories,  it  took  a  large  amount 
of  help  to  raise  it,  of  men  and  wliisky.  All 
the  men  and  women  in  this  tuwn,  Peacham 
and  Danville  were  invited  to  the  raising. 
Those  invited  giving  out  word  that  they 
would  drink  the  Beardsleys  dry  that  day 


DOIXGS  AND  VOTES  FROM    I/SS  TO  lSo6. 

At  the  first  March  meeting,  held  the  last 
.Saturday  in  March,  17SS,  but  two  votes 
were  taken,  one  for  schools  and  one  to 
raise  a  tax  on  each  poll  equal  to  tw  o  days' 
work  for  building  and  repairing  roads. 

P^rom  the  first  town  meeting  to  1840, 
each  town  ofl'icer,  from  town  clerk  to  high- 
way surveyor,  was  sworn  into  office.  In 
1789,  there  being  no  justice  of  the  peace 
in  town,  the  town  clerk  was  obliged  to  go 
to  Barnet,  where  he  received  the  oath  of 
office,  administered  by  Alexander  Ilarvey, 
Esq. 

When  the  town  was  fairly  organized,  at- 
tention was  next  given  to  the  protection 
of  property. 

Voted  to  build  a  pound  on  ShepardHill, 
that  swine  should  not  nin  at  large  from 
the  loth  of  .May  to  the  10th  of  October, 
unless  with  a  good  poke  on  his  neck  and 
a  ring  in  his  nose. 

The  first  vote  to  defray  towTi  expenses 
was  Mar.  25,  1779;  "  To  raise  12  bushels 
of  W'heat  to  defray  necessary  towii  ex- 
pense, and  purchase  a  town  book  for  rec- 
0!"ds,"'  and  the  first  auditors  appointed, 
Lieut.  Thomas  Lyford,  Mr.  Thomas  Batch- 
elder,  Lieut.  Jonas  Watts,  to  examine  into 
accounts  of  town  officers,  and  report  at 
next  meeting.    The  town  book  cost  $2 ; 


the  Beardsleys  prepared  themselves.  They  I  ^^heat  was  75  cents  a  bushel.  Ther 


furnished  a  barrel  of  first  proof  rum,  and  a 
second  barp  1,  slightly  reduced.  It  was 
said  never  was  such  rum  seen  in  Cabot  be- 
fore or  after.  All  were  invited  to  take 
hold  and  help  themselves.  In  after  years 
the  old  settlers  erijoyed  rehearsing  the 
scenes  at  that  raising.  They  said  with  a 
great  many  of  them  it  lasted  two  days 

After  the  removal  of  the  house  to  the 
Plain  it  was  very  nicely  finished,  and  be- 
came the  Hub"  of  the  town.  It  was  4.0 
feet  square  upon  the  ground,  with  a  large 
hall  in  the  ell,  used  for  all  kinds  of  gather- 


$7  left  on  the  12  bush,  voted  after  paying 
for  the  book,  for  the  "  necessary  town  e.x- 
penses.'^ 

March  meeting,  1790,  the  selectmen 
were  instructed  to  procure  a  piece  of  land 
for  a  burying-ground.  Six  years  after,  the 
first  burying-ground  was  laid  out. 

Mar.  21,  1 79 1,  20  bushels  of  wheat 
voted  to  pay  town  expenses  this  year. 

\'oted  that  width  of  sleds  for  the  year 
ensuing  in  the  town  of  Cabot  shall  be  four 
feet  and  six  inches  from  out^^ide  to  out- 
side, and  any  one  found  with  one  of  less 
dimensions  on  any  public  road  in  said  town 


ings,  arid  had  a  long  shed  attached  run- 1  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars  for 
ni ng  to  the  barn.    As  all  the  travel  from  j  ^very  such  ofieuce. 

the  north  going  to  the  Connecticut  river  l  1793,  population  122;  new  school  dis- 
had  to  pass  (jver  Cabot  Plairi,  it  was  a  '  trict.  No.  2,  formed;  first  full  list  of  town 
favorite  stopping-place  for  travelers,  and  \  ofiiccrs  elected  :  Capt.  James  Moss,  niod- 
during  the  war  of  iSi2,  those  engaged  in'erator;    Lyman  Hitchcock,  tov/n  clerk; 


smuggling  made  it  tb.eir  quarters. 


Samuel  Danforih,    James    Moss,  David 
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i5lanchartl,  selectmen;  Thomas  Lyford, 
town  treasurer :  Thomas  Batchelder,  con- 
stable and  collector;  Ephraim  Marsh, 
fjrand  juryman  ;  James  Chapman,  Martin 
Durgin,  Tliomas  Osgood,  surve\ors  of 
hiLclnvay  ;  Ezekiel  Ciilman,  hog-Vv-ard  ;  Ed- 
ward Chapnian,  tence-viewer ;  Jonathan 
Meath,  pound-keeper:  Pllield  Lyford, 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures  ;  Thomas 
Lyford,  leather  sealer  ;  listers,  selectmen, 
(see  list  of  town  officers). 

To  this  time  no  steps  had  been  taken  to 
punish  violators  of  the  law  in  case  there 
should  be  any  that  should  require  more 
than  the  civil  law  would  give  them,  and  it 
was  voted  to  build  stocks,  (whipping  post) 
and  sign-post  on  the  Shepard  hill  near  the 
pound,  — 15  busliels  of  wheal  was  voted 
for  town  expenses  or,  4s.  in  cash  in  lieu  of 
1  Inishel  of  wheat,  and  5  bushels  of  wheat, 
to  purchase  standard  weights  and  measures 
for  the  town. 

\'otcd  that  Reuben  Kelzer  be  discharged 
from  his  fine  of  eleven  shillings  for  profane 
swearing,  and  breaking  the  peace. 

After  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
the  punishment  of  civil  and  criminal  of- 
fenders "  : 

March,  1794, —  Voted  that  the  sum  of 
twenty-one  dollars  be  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  28  pounds  of  powder,  ^  of  cwt.  of 
lead  and  six  dozen  tiints  for  the  town  stock 
of  ammunition. 

Voted  that  the  fines  that  have  l)een  or 
shall  be  hid  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of 
seliools  t.ic  present  year. 

A  good  use  to  devote  them  to. 

Previous  to  1795,  the  duty  of  listers  was 
performed  by  the  selectmen ;  at  March 
meeting,  1795,  the  first  board  were  elected  : 
Capt.  David  Blanchard,  Fineld  Lyford, 
Sanuiel  Warner. 

1796.  In  13  years,  the  settlement  had 
e.xtended  to  the  south,  east  and  west.  The 
fluestion  began  to  be  agitated  in  regard  to 
removing  the  seat  of  government  to  the 
geographical  center  of  the  town.  A  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  was  called  at  the 
•school-house  on  the  Hazen  road  to  take 
the  matter  into  consideration.  As  a  mat- 
ic-r  of  course,  it  was  stoutly  opposed  by 
the  pioneers  of  the  town,  those  that  had 
borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  saw 
!w  this  move  their  glory  departing.  So 


long  had  the  business  of  the  town  been 
done  here,  that  they  had  come  (and  per- 
haps all  natural  enough)  to  consider  them- 
selves the  Mecca  of  the  town.  The  day 
of  the  meeting  came,  the  forces  well  mar- 
slialled  on  both  sides,  but  those  in  fa\  or 
of  a  change  were  too  strong  for  the  other 
side,  and  it  was  voted  that, 

Hereafter  all  meetings  for  doing  pub- 
lic business  shall  be  held  at  the  school- 
house  at  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  the 
public  property  all  except  the  pound 
(which  consisted  of  the  stocks  and  whip- 
ping-post) should  be  removed  to  that 
place: 

It  is  said  this  v/as  a  hard  blow  to  those 
living  on  the  Main;  but  we  cannot  learn 
as  they  threatened  to  secede.  In  1799. 
$22  was  voted  to  defray  town  expenses. 

The  patriotism  and  high  esteem  in  which 
the  Father  of  his  Country  was  held  may 
be  seen  by  the  following  record  : 

On  the  receijit  of  the.  nev^s  of  the 
death  of  Gen.  Washington  a  town  meet- 
ing was  called  to  meet  on  the  22d  day  of 
February,  1800,  to  see  what  the  town  will 
do  on  account  ot  Keeping  in  Remem- 
brance the  Life  and  Death  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  asscnably 
and  conduct  them  in  a  becoming  n^ianner 
to  the  school-house  there  to  listen  to  an 
Oration  to  be  delivered  by  Lyman  Mitch- 
cock,  Esq.  The  committee  appointed  were 
Joseph  Fisher,  Thomas  Osgood,  Joseph 
Huntoon. 

A  large  assembly  gathered,  and  after  the 
oration  Esq.  Horace  IJeardsley  was  directed 
to  return  the  thanks  of  said  town  to  the 
speaker  for  delivering  so  good  an  oration 
to  the  people. 

1S02,  the  town  began  to  look  towards 
retrenchment  of  expenses,    l^efore  elect- 
}  ing  selectmen  it  was  voted  whoever  should 
!  be  elected  should  serve  fr^e  of  charge  for 
I  their  services  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  tk.at 
they  had  any  trouble  in  finding  men  to 
serve  ;  doubtless  they  th.ought  tiie  hoiior 
paid.    At  the  same  meeting  the  first  tith- 
ing men  were  elected  :  John  Edgerton  and 
Gershom  Beardsley,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
see  that  the  Sabloadi  was  not  desecrated 
by  persons  hunting,  fishing,  or  lounging 
about,  and  if  any  persons  there  found  so 
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doing-,  to  arrest  and  bring  them  before  a 
magistrate  to  be  fined.  Frequent  votes 
appear  after  upon  the  records  to  remit  the 
fines  of  those  that  had  been  fined  for  the 
violation  of  the  Sabbath.  It  was  also 
their  duty  to  see  that  no  one  distur])cd 
religious  meetings ;  if  they  did  to  take 
them  in  charge. 

There  were  some  vv-ho  were  not  pros- 
pered in  their  worldly  possessions,  and 
from  year  to  year  there  were  quite  lively 
times  in  warning  such  persons  out  of  town 
to  prevent  their  becoming  a  town  charge. 
The  first  order  was  given  by  the  selectmen 
Oct.  3,  1803,  for  James  Shepard  and  his 
wife  Sarah,  with  their  children,  to  depart 
said  town,  and  in  1807,  12  families  were 
warned  to  depart. 

[If  a  family  came  to  want  that  had  been 
duly  "warned  out,"  the  town  w^as  not 
obliged  to  assist  them;  but  if  not,  the 
town  was  liable.  A  very  uncharitable 
record  to  put  down  for  all  our  early  towns  ; 
if  we  could  not  add,  it  v.-as  usually  about 
as  serious  a  matter  as  appointing  a  hog 
ward,  to  whicli  office  every  man  in  town 
married  during  the  year,  even  the  minis- 
ter, was  a  candidate  for  at  next  March 
meeting.  The  old  settlers  were  fond  of 
practical  jokes,  and  received  them  very 
complacently.  I  have  seen  the  record 
where  the  warning  out  went  so  far  every 
family  in  to\vn  was  v.arned  out. — Ed.] 

On  all  public  days  whisky  went  around 
freely,  and  officers  all  had  to  treat.  March 
meeting,  1806,  tradition  says  the  whisky 
was  kept  in  the  closet  of  the  school-house 
where  the  meeting  was  held,  which  was 
imbibed  so  frequently  by  candidates  and 
their  supporters,  some  of  them  got  so  they 
hardly  knew  which  way  to  vote.  About 
middle  way  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  it  was  "voted  that  the  door  lead- 
ing into  the  closet  be  shut  and  kept  so  for 
the  space  of  one-half  hour.*' 

The  first  surveyor  of  wood  and  lumber, 
Oliver  Walbridge,  was  elected  in  1S06, 
and  the  first  jurors,  petit  and  grand,  for 
County  Court,  were  drawn,  and  $20  voted 
this  year  for  town  expenses.  This  closes 
the  first  book  of  records — the  notes  and 
doings  tiiat  appear jnost  interesting.  The 


succeeding  records  are  about  like  those  of 
the  present  day,  with  the  exception  of 
many  more  alterations  in  school  districts, 
laying  out  of  roads  and  such  business  as 
was  incident  to  a  new  county. 

In  1802,  John  W.  Daxa  came  to  the 
Plain,  and  opened  a  store  in  :l  building  a 
little  south  of  the  yellow  house.  He  being 
a  man  of  ability,  brought  a  good  deal  of 
business  to  the  place.  In  a  few  years  he 
was  joined  by  John  Damon,  and  they  soon 
became  the  sole  owners,  or  nearly  so,  of 
all  that  region,  comprising  nearly  1000 
acres.  They  frequently  wintered  lod  head 
of  cattle,  beside  a  large  amount  of  other 
stock,  at  the  yellow  house  barns. 

About  1 8 10,  business  began  to  draw  to 
the  lower  grounds,  localities  less  exposed 
to  the  cold  winds  of  winter,  and  in  1820, 
but  little  was  left  on  the  Plain  save  the  old 
yellow  house. 

During  the  war  of  18 12,  those  engaged 
in  smuggling  made  this  old  house  their 
quarters.  One  mile  north  of  here  there  is 
a  small  body  of  water  called  Smugglers- 
pond,  from  an  encounter  that  took  place 
between  a  custom  house  officer  and  some 
smugglers,  in  which  the  smugglers  threw 
the  officer  into  the  pond.  Another  time 
several  parties  from  this  town,  while  start- 
ing some  cattle  for  Canada,  were  inter- 
cepted by  a  cuf  torn  house  officer  by  tlie 
name  of  Young.  They  said  they  gave  him 
a  good  smart  threshing,  but  they  were  in- 
volved for  it  in  a  long  and  expensive  law- 
suit. 

As  time  moved  on,  one  building'  after 
anotJicr  pertaining  to  the  old  yellow  house 
was  torn  down,  till  at  last,  in  1855,  the  old 
landmark  had  to  succumb,  and  share  the 
fate  which  sooner  or  later  all  old  and  hon- 
ored structures  must.  And  now  upon 
those  broad  acres,  so  beautifully  spread 
out  on  the  upland  of  the  township,  where 
the  pioneers  endured  so  many  privations, 
and  reduced  the  heavy-timbered  forest  to 
the  fertile  farms  which  for  so  many  years 
teemed  with  business  and  thrift — along  the 
whole  street  nought  is  now  seen  but  the 
herds  quietly  feeding  and  an  occasional 
I  husbandman  tilling  the  lonely  soil. 
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CAEOT  Vll-LAGE. 

In  1788,  Lieut.  Thomas  Lyford,  the 
tliird  settler  in  town,  and  the  first  settler 
at  the  village,  bought  a  lot  of  land  of  Jesse 
Le\'eu\vorth  and  Lyman  Hitchcock.  On 
this  land  tiie  village  of  Cabot  now  stands. 
The  Wiuooski  river  ruiis  througli  the 
grounds.  Mr.  Lyford  was  a  mill-wright ; 
there  was  no  saw-mill  within  ten  miles  ;  he 
decided  to  build  a  saw-mill  upon  his  lot 
upon  the  Winooski  river.  He  selected  the 
spot  where  JohnJirown's  shop  now  stands. 
Here  the  first  blow  of  the  axe  fell  to  sub- 
due the  thick  wood  to  the  fair  vale,  in 
which  a  beautiful  and  pleasant  village  was 
to  grow.  At  that  time  this  spot  v;as  quite 
a  high  elevation  of  land,  and  until  wdthin 
a  few  )cars  was  always  spoken  of  as  Saw- 
mill Hill.  The  timber  was  cut  and  framed 
upon  the  spot ;  the  irons  were  made  at 
Newbury,  and  drawn  on  a  hand-sled  to 
the  spot  the  winter  before.  The  mill  and 
dam  were  not  completed  and  got  to  run- 
ning till  the  spring  of  1789.  At  that  time 
this  was  regarded  an  extra  water-power 
and  a  very  sn\,irt  m.ill.  The  pond  covered 
then  all  of  what  is  now  the  meadow  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  street.  The  mill  liad 
what  is  called  an  up-and-down  saw ;  a 
good,  smart  man  would  run  out  2000  ft.  of 
lumber  in  a  day. 

Lyford  and  his  son,  Thomas  Jr.,  next 
built  a  grist-mill,  where  the  grist-mill  now 
stands.  This  mill  had  but  one  run  of 
stone,  spht  out  of  a  granite  stone  where 
Allen  Perry's  house  now  stands,  and  used 
Jor  the  steps  of  the  present  mill.  Thomas 
Lyford,  Jr.,  took  charge  of  the  mill.  He 
huilt  a  camp  on  the  rise  of  ground  before 
U,  and  stayed  there  from  Monday  morning 
till  Saturday  night,  wlien  he  returned  to 
S lis  father  3  on  the  Plain.  The  mill  did 
tl-.e  grinding  for  this  tov/n  and  the  towns 
lor  10  or  12  rniles  around.  About  1794, 
Lieut.  Lyford  built  the  first  house  in  the 
^i'iage,  where  Mrs.  Jos.  Lance  now  lives. 
His  son,  Thomas  Jr.,  attended  to  the 
''I'-ills  and  commenced  clearingupthe  land. 

or  the  next  12  years  but  little  addition 
^'as  made  to  the  new  neighborhood. 

Tlie  second  house  was  built  by  Samuel 
II 


Lee,  where  Enoch  Lloyt  and  his  son, 
George  Hoyt,  now  live  ;  the  third  by  Klias 
Hitchcock,  where  the  garden  of  Caleb 
Fisher  now  is.  John  W.  Dana,  on  the 
Plain,  bought  a  small  house  that  stood 
where  Mis.  HainesMiou.se  now  does,  and 
fitted  it  up  for  a  store — the  first  mercantile 
business  here.  After  a  few  years,  George 
W.  Dana  built  quite  a  large  store.  It  was 
becoming  evident  that  this  was  to  be  the 
business  centre  of  the  town.  John  W. 
Dana,  a  keen-sighted  man,  came  from  the 
Plain  and  bought  nearly  all  the  land  now* 
included  in  the  village.  13}  selling  build- 
ing-lots to  the  farmers,  he  contributed 
largely  to  building  up  the  village.  Li 
1817,  a  distillery  was  put  up  where  Union 
Block  now  stands.  Marcus  O.  Fisher 
bought  the  site  and  put  in  a  tannery,  en- 
larged the  building,  using  part  for  a  cur- 
rying and  shoe-shop.  "  The  old  red 
house"  was  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
town  for  years.  In  1825,  he  built  a  larger 
tannery  where  the  bark  was  first  ground 
between  two  stones  by  horse-power.  A 
man  and  a  horse  could  grind  from  one-half 
to  a  cord  in  a  day.  This  stone  is  now  in 
the  yard  of  J.  Fisher  as  an  old  town 
relic.  About  1840,  water-power  was  sub- 
stituted for  the  horse.  Mr.  Fisher  carried 
on  the  business  successfully  about  35 
years,  and  his  son,  Edwin  till  1868,  which 
ended  the  tanning  business  in  Cabot.  It 
was  sold  to  a  s  ock-company  who  erected 
the  handsome  union  block  for  stores, 
offices,  etc.,  on  the  site. 

The  next  business  started  was  wool- 
carding  and  cloth-dressing,  by  George 
Fielding,  who  built  a  shop  on  the  site  of 
the  present  carriage-shop  in  the  spring 
of  1833.  In  August,  the  highest  waters 
ever  knov/n  on  this  river,  carried  away 
the  shop  before  finished.  He  rebuilt  in 
1834;  carried  on  cloth-dressing  for  a 
year  and  sold  to  Jason  Britt,  who  carried 
on  the  business  of  wool-carding  and  cloth- 
dressing  here  44  years;  building  on  the 
same  site  in  1855,  a  larger  and  better 
shop,  a  part  of  which  was  used  for  a 
carriage-shop  by  different  parties  till 
1874,  when  it  was  enlarged  and  an  exten- 
sive business  undertaken  by  A.  P.  Marshall 
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and  W.  W.  Buchanan,  known  as  the 
**  Cabot  Carnage  Co.,"  which  nm  3  or  4 
years  and  closed  up.  The  property  came 
into  the  hands  of  J.  A.  F'arrington,  by 
whom  the  business  is  now  conducted  on  a 
smaller  and  more  sure  basis.  On  the  op- 
posite side  of  tlie  river,  Williani  Scales 
built,  in  1826,  a  blacksmith-shop  and  small 
foundry,  where  caldrons,  five-pail  kettles, 
cog-wheels  and  other  iron  castings  were 
made. 

Mr.  Scales  will  be  remembered  by  all 
who  ever  got  him  to  do  any  blacksmithing, 
as  a  very  nice  man,  but  not  one  of  the 
smoothest  of  workmen. 

In  1840,  a  starch  factory  was  built  be- 
low the  shops  on  the  river,  by  Israel 
Cutting,  which  like  everything  else  in  his 
hands  proved  lucrative.  In  connection 
with  his  factory,  he  built  a  grist  and  a  sav.- 
mill  which  he  run  a  few  years. 

The  first  tavern  was  built  where  Mrs. 
Joseph  Lance's  house  stands,  small,  and 
one  story.  It  was  ta.ke-n  down  in  1S33, 
and  moved  over  the  river.  The  present 
hotel  stands  on  the  same  site,  h'isher 
was  landlord  4  years,  and  sold  to  Horace 
liliss,  who  kept  it  10  years,  when  it  was 
known  as  a  first-class  house.  There  was 
much  heavy  teaming  on  the  road  from  the 
north  of  the  state  to  Burlington,  and  this 
was  a  favorite  stop|>ing  place  for  all  team- 
sters, and  also  for  the  light  travel.  There 
are  those  now  living  who  speak  of  Mrs. 
Bliss,  the  genial  landlady,  who  always  did 
so  much  to  make  the  hotel  a  pleasant  rest- 
ing place  for  her  guests.  The  house  was 
kept  by  difierent  parries  with  little  change 
till  1875,  when  it  v,as  largely  repaired  by 
William  P.  Whittier,  who  kept  it  until  the 
death  of  his  wife,  April,  1881,  after  which 
he  sold  to  the  present  proprietor,  W.  W. 
Buchanan, 

April,  1822,  John  W.  Dana  deeded  to 
the  town  for  one  dollar  i  J  acre  for  a  com- 
mon, conditioned  to  be  kept  clear  from 
all  incumbrance  and  free  on  all  occasions 
to  the  public,  especially  for  military  pa- 
rading. 

There  are  people  now  living  in  the  vil- 
lage that  well  recollect  when  this  common 
was  a  frog-pond,  and  filled  with  fir  and 


alder  bushes,  and  was  so  muddy  thi-ough 
the  street,  ox-teams  were  stuck  in  the  mud 
before  wliere  Union  block  now  stands. 

Population  of  village,  June  i,  1881,  258  ; 
64  dwelling-houses  ;  2  stores  ;  i  millinery 
shop ;  I  hotel ;  2  blacksmith  shops ;  i 
carriage  manufactory  ;  i  tin  shop;  i  har- 
ness shop  ;  I  cooper-shop  ;  i  grist-mill ;  i 
sav/-mill ;  i  graded  school ;  2  churches. 

Dy  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  Nov.  19, 
1866,  the  village  was  incorporated.  The 
first  village  clerk,  W.  H.  Fletcher;  first 
board  of  trustees  :  John  M.  Fisher,  John 
Brown,  Theron  H.  Lance,  William  P. 
Whittier,  J.  P.  Lamson. 

The  village  has  a  good  fire  department 
well  equij)ped  with  engine,  etc.,  etc.  But 
few  fires  have  ever  occurred  in  tlie  village. 
The  most  destructive  was  Jan.  5,  i88i,  at 
which  time  the  fire  de))artmcnt  did  excel- 
lent service. 

THE  CENTER. 

This  place  is  tlie  geographical  centre  of 
the  town,  and  has  ahvays  been  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Centre.  James  Morse, 
Esq.,  from  Barre,  Mass.,  made  the  first 
settlement  in  1789,  where  Henry  HilTs 
house  stands.  Esq.  Morse  built  his  first 
loe-house.  He  was  moderator  of  the  first 
tov.-n  meeting,  first  justice  of  the  peace  ;  to 
him  nearly  all  the  business  of  this  office 
fell  for  quite  a  number  of  years. 

When  first  appointed,  knowing  he  would 
be  called  to  perform  the  marriage  cer- 
emony, he  wished  to  have  some  practice 
before  he  appeared  in  public.  ?Ie  took  his 
son  David  out,  and  told  him  to  stand  up 
by  the  side  of  a  slump,  and  he  would 
marry  him  to  it.  David  did  as  directed, 
and  the  Squire  commenced  and  went 
through,  David  assenting  that  he  would 
love,  cherish  and  protect  her.  The  Esquire 
closed  up  in  the  usual  form,  saying  that  he 
pronounced  tliem  husband  and  wife.  It 
is  said  David  would  not  marry  until  the 
stump  rotted  down,  which  was  quite  late 
in  life.  The  Esquire  being  of  rather  nerv- 
ous temperament,  at  the  next  ceremony 
got  a  little  bewildered,  and  made  the 
groom  promise  to  forsake  her  and  cleave 
to  all  oiher  ivonien.    At  another  time,  it  is 
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said,  he  forgot  the  ceremon}',  and  was 
obliged  to  consult  his  notes. 

At  a  later  day  he  opened  the'first  hot^:!  in 
town,  in  a  small  log-house.  The  bar  was 
in  the  square  room,  and  a  bed  in  the  same 
room.  This  was  in  the  early  days  of  hotel 
keeping.  The  Esquire  was  said  to  be  a 
man  in  whom  all  his  townsmen  had  the 
utmost  confidence  ;  a  man  of  sound  judg- 
ment, and  his  advice  was  often  sought. 
He  held  all  the  offices  from  highway  sur- 
veyor to  representative. 

The  next  house  was  built  by  Oliver  Wal- 
bridge,  where  G.  Noyes  now  lives.  In  1790 
Major  liitchcock,  Capt.  Jesse  Levenworth 
and  Asa  Douglas,  Esq.,  presented  the 
town  8  acres  of  land  for  public  use.  3 
years  after,  4  acres  were  cleared  for  a 
common,  and  a  school-house  built  on  it, 
and  two  years  later  the  scat  of  government 
removed  from  the  Plain  to  this  place.  Tlie 
principal  property  to  move  appears  to  have 
been  the  stocks  and  whipping-post,  which 
were  set  up  at  the  Corner,  where  the  road 
by  Henry  PlilTs  intersects  with  the  Centre 
road.  They  v.'ere  never  used.  The  only 
person  ever  whipped  for  crime  in  town 
was  Ben.  Parker,  for  breaking  into  a  store 
that  stood  where  True  A.  Town's  house 
stands.  The  crime,  trial  and  punishment 
\Nere  not  far  separated.  He  broke  into 
the  store  Tuesday  night,  was  tried  Wednes- 
day, ancVv'hipped  Thursday,  opposite  tlie 
^:iore  he  b  'oke  into.  The  whip  was  of 
cord,  and  the  officer  said  he  did  not  whip 
very  hard,  only  wanted  to  show  him  wnat 
he  might  expect  if  lie  persisted  in  his 
thieving  course. 

After  1796,  town-meetings  and  all  pub- 
lic gatherings  were  at  the  Centre.  I  he 
Fourth  of  July,  1820,  was  a  m.emorable 
day.  Two  companies  of  infantry,  one  of 
artillery  and  one  of  cavalry  assisted  in  the 
Cv-'lcbration.  Capt.  Crossman,  of  Peacham, 
^vas  the  president  of  the  day.  There  was 
•m  oration,  and  bountiful  repast  furnished. 

There  was  a  store  opened  by  Luther 
h.catley,  who  after  a  short  time  was  suc- 
^■•a^ded  by  Hector  McLean,  and  the  second 
L'Oun-l  was  built  at  this  place,  which  was  I 
hbcrally  patronized  in  the  olden  time.  It 
''•  as  once  broken  open  and  the  cattle  taken 


out,  which  disturbed  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  town.  It  was  expected  this  would 
be  a  village  of  considerable  size,  and  pros- 
perous farmers,  as  once  before  at  the  Plain, 
invested  in  village  lots,  and  here,  as  at 
the  Plain  before  them,  their  hopes  were 
disappointed,  and  already  ihis  place  v/ht-re 
public  business  was  so  long  done  is  now 
desolate.  The  winds  sing  their  dirge 
around  where  the  store,  the  school-house 
and  the  sacred  edifice  once  stood,  and  not 
far  from  this  spot  those  who  were  once 
active  in  the  business  of  the  town  are 
quietly  resting  in  the  bosoni  of  their 
mother  earth. 

EAST  HIJ.L, 

often  called  Whilticr  Hill,  from  its  first 
settler,  Lieut.  Joiix  Whittier,  who  came 
here  in  17S0,  and  commenced  clearing  up 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Frederick  Corliss.  He  built  his  first  cabin 
a  little  north  of  the  present  house,  near  the 
brook,  and  brought  his  wife  and  one  child 
to  tlie  Plain,  March,  1790,  with  an  ox 
team,  and  from  there  drew  his  effects  on  a 
Iiand-sled,  his  wife  walking  on  the  crust 
beside  him.,  carrying  her  spinning-wheel. 
.After  they  got  to  keeping  some  cows  and 
sheep,  one  evening  a  large  bear  came  into 
the  yard  where  they  were  milking,  and  took 
a  sheep.  They  gave  chase,  and  the  bear 
dropped  the  sheep,  but  he  made  his  c's- 
cape,  and  the  sheep  was  killed. 

Lieut.  Whittier  raised  a  large  family. 
Several  of  the  boys  settled  on  farms  made 
from  the  oid  farm.  "Mrs.  Whittier  was  a 
descendant  from  Mrs.  Dustin  who  scalped 
the  Indians. 

WILLIAM  OSGOOD, 

from  Claremont,  N.  H.,  the  second  set- 
tler here,  bought  one  square  mile  west  of 
the  Centre  road,  opposite  Lieut.  Whittier, 
or.  which  he  settled  his  six  aons.  Four  of 
them  came  in  March,  179 1.  First,  they 
dug  out  sap-troughs  and  sugared,  and  then 
slashed  15  acres  by  the  ist  of  June,  and 
returned  to  Claremont.  They  boarded  at 
Lieut.  Whittier's.  In  the  fall  Mr.  Osgood 
i  came  with  his  six  sons.  They  cleared  the 
slash,  and  built  a  log  house,  40  ft.  in 
length,  where  Solomon  W.  Osgood  now 
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lives.  It  is  said  this  family  were  all  strong, 
broad-shouldered  men,  aljle  for  the  task 
before  them. 

DAVIi:)  HAIXES 

commenced  on  the  farm  south  of  George 
Goulds,  so  long  occupied  by  his  son  Win. 
Haines,  in  1797.  When  he  came  to  town 
he  was  not  possessed  of  a  great  amount  of 
cash,  it  may  be  inferred  by  the  fact  he  was 
the  owner  of  two  pair  of  jnnts  and  two 
shirts,  and  he  swapped  one  shirt  and  one 
pair  of  pants  for  a  hoc  and  axe  to  begin 
work  with. 

These  places  are  now  all  excellent  farms 
and  in  good  hands. 

LOWER  CABOT. 

Settlement  was  commenced  in  1799,  by 
REUiiEX  Atkins,  on  the  farm  now  of  W. 
S.  Atkins,  his  grand-son.  Ue  cleared  a 
spot,  and  built  his  log-house  on  the  site  of 
the  present  house.  The  first  spring  he 
made  sugar  in  the  door-yard.  In  1800,  he 
built  a  framed  barn,  now  standing,  in  good 
condition.  The  farm  has  always  been  in 
the  family,  owned  by  one  of  tlie  sons. 

MOSE5  STONE, 

from  New  Hanipshire,  in  1797,  about  half 
a  mile  west  from  \Vm.  Atkins,  cleared  the 
ground  and  built  a  saw-mill  where  the 
Haines  Factory  now  stands,  his  family 
meantime  living  in  a  shed  of  Lieut.  Whit- 
tier's,  on  Whittier  hill.  Af.er  he  got  his 
mill  running,  he  built  his  house.  It  had  a 
large  stone  chimney.  His  wife  said  all 
ilie  w^ay  she  could  see  any  sky  was  to  look 
up  through  that. 

Fish  in  the  river,  wild  game  in  the  thick 
surrounding  woods,  were  abundant.  Stone 
was  a  strong  man,  not  easily  frightened. 
One  evening  in  the  fall  he  had  been  up  to 
neighbor  Atkins'.  Returning,  he,  as  he 
thought,  met  a  man  who  had  on  a  v/hite 


hat  and  blue  frock,  to  whom  he  said  "good  1 


The  man  made  no  answer.  He 


repeated  it,  but  no  reply.  Stone  said,  "  Til  i 
know  who  you  are,"  and  grabbed  around  | 
him,  when  to  his  surprise  he  found  he  was  I 
out  of  (lie  patl'i,  and  it  was  a  large  stump  ! 
he  was  hugging.  j 
In  1801,  Clement  CoBiniN built  a  grist-  i 
mill  W'here  True  A.  Town's  works  stand,  i 


In  1803,  he  sold  a  privilege  to  Joseph  Co- 
burn,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to 
put  in  a  fulling-mill.  Cloth  beiug  then 
spun  and  wove  at  home,  this  was  needed. 
He  carried  on  the  business  some  years. 
Thomas  Coldwill  became  next  owner,,  who 
soon  sold  to  Wm.  Ensign,  John  R.  Put- 
nam and  Horace  Haines,  who  moved  tlie 
shop  to  where  the  factory  stands,  and 
added  carding  v.-orks.  In  1835,  Alden 
Webster  bought  the  works,  adding  ma- 
chinery, a  spinning-jenny,  hand-looms,  re- 
garded a  wonderful  improvement.  He 
commenced  the  manufacture  of  full  cloth. 
In  1849,  he  sold  to  Horace  Haines,  who 
continued  tlie  business  with  his  son,  E.  G. 
Haines,  building  a  new  factory  in  1849, 
with  water-power  looms  and  modern  ma- 
chinery. Horace  Haines  ajid  tv/o  sons  in 
the  business  have  died.  It  is  now  owned 
by  Ira  F.  Haines.  Quite  an  extensive 
business  has  been  done  sometimes  here. 

Carriage-making  has  been  at  different 
times  carried  on  to  some  extent. 

On  the  river  opposite  the  factory,  in 
1S27,  Wm.  Fisher  put  in  a  tannery,  v.  hich 
he  run  till  1838,  when  he  removed  to  Al- 
bion, N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1S51.  Tan- 
ning was  afterwards  carried  on  here  by  O. 
Cook,  G.  W.  Cree  and  others. 

At  present  the  most  extensive  business 
done  in  this  village  is  by  True  A., Town,  in 
the  lumber  business,  in  his  saw-mill,  and 
ihe  manufacturing  of  the  lumber  into  chair- 
stuff,  boot-crimps,  coffins,  caskets,  etc. 

The  first  store  in  the  place  was  started 
by  a  Mr.  Oaks,  on  the  spot  where  Town's 
house  stands.  The  mercantile  business 
has  been  carried  on  here  for  60  years,  by 
John  Edgerton,  Ketchum  and  others. 

HECTOR  MCLEAN 

opened  a  store  here  in  1825.  There  were 
in  the  village  at  this  time  but  9  houses  be- 
tween the  Perkins  bridge  andMarshfield  vil- 
lage. Mr.  McLean  helped  very  much  toward 
building  up  the  place.  He  put  in  another 
dv;elling-house  (for  hi  sfamily),  starred  a 
potash,  blacksmith  shop,  .and  other  indus- 
tries, and  in  1836,  opened  a  hotel,  where 
Nathaniel  Perry  lives,  kept  by  dilTerent 
persons  for  some  years. 


CAl: 

In  1S70,  a  post-office  was  establisnecl 
here,  Cornelius  Smith  postmaster.  There 
are  at  present,  (July,  1881)  in  the  village  30 
dwelling-houses,  i  meeting-house,  i  store, 
I  blacksmith  shop,  a  woolen  factory,  a 
wlicel Wright  shop. 

Situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Winooski, 
although  at  an  early  day  it  is  said  that  one 
of  the  early  settlers  said  he  would  not  take 
the  Coburn  Meadow  as  a  gift,  it  has  some 
of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county. 

SOUTH  CABOT. 

The  first  begiir.iing  here  was  made  b}' 
Parker  Hooker,  in  1810.  He  built  a  saw- 
mill on  the  site  of  the  present  mill.  He 
lived  in  Peacham,  a  distance  of  4  miles 
through  the  woods,  with  no  road  or  guide 
hut  marked  trees.  The  first  business  at 
his  mill  was  to  saw  the  boards  to  cover  a 
barn  for  himself  at  his  home  in  Peacham. 
He  snaked  his  boards  with  oxen  through 
the  woods,  a  stock  at  a  time.  He  soon 
cleared  two  acres,  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Mrs.  Alvisa  K.  Hooker,  andbuilt 
a  log-house.  TJu's  mill  was  rebuilt  by 
Liberty  Hooker,  in  1839. 

In  a  few  years  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Lewis  Paquin,  was  built  by  Enoch  Blake. 
This  place  now  contains  13  du-elling- 
houses,  one  store,  a  post-office,  saw-mill, 
grist-mill,  blacksmith  shop  and  scliool- 
liouse  ;  also  a  large  shop  for  the  manufac- 
tory of  \v;  gons,  etc.  There  was  formerly 
a  large  shop  in  which  wood  and  iron  work 
was  done,  which  v.-as  burned  in  1876.  This 
place  was  formerly  known  as  Hookervillc. 

FAST  CABOT. 

John  Heath,  son  of  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Heath,  the  second  settler  of  the  town,  in 
18 1 7  commenced  in  this  locality,  on  the 
place  now  owned  by  Charles  Howe.  He 
cleared  a  few' acres.  His  team  to  draw  his 
logs  together,  to  go  to  mill  and  to  meeting 
was  one  stag.  He  made  salts  of  iye  and 
took  them  to  Danville  and  Peacham  for 
necessaries  for  his  family.  Very  soon 
alter  William  IMorse,  Leonard  Orcutt,  Ster-  ' 
img  Heath,  and  several  others  commenced 
<-i'';aring  and  making  farms.  John  Clark 
<>i 'filed  a  tavern  opposite  the  Molly  pond, 
\\  lucli  in  after  years  was  known  as  the  Pond  i 
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House,  and  George  Rogers,  Esq.,  made  a 
fine  farm  near  the  school-house,  now  occu- 
pied by  S.  R.  Moulton. 

The  road  from  Danville  four-corners 
to  Cabot  was  built  in  1829.  Esquire 
Orcutt  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  enter- 
prise. It  was  first  use-d  as  a  winter  road, 
and  Lyman  Clark  drove  the  first  stage 
through  from  Danville  to  Cabot.  Previous 
to  this,  the  stage  and  all  the  travel  went 
over  the  Plain.  P^or  45  years  this  was  the 
leading  thoroughfare  from  Danville  to 
Montpelier,  over  which  a  great  amount  of 
heavy  teaming  v.as  done. 

While  Esq.  Orcutt  was  getting  this  road 
through,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
selectmen  to  layout  the  Molly  lirook  road. 
Esq.  Orcutt's  head  was  too  long  for  the 
petitioners ;  he  accomplished  his  favorite 
scheme. 

The  Molly  Brook  road  occupies  quite  a 
prominent  place  in  the  road  history  of  the 
town.  Leading  from  East  Cabot  to  Marsh- 
field,  on  the  extreme  east  part  of  the  town, 
it  was  opposed  by  the  Centre  and  west 
part.  The  first  petition  for  it  in  1830,  was 
refused,  the  reason  set  up  for  the  laying  of 
the  road  was  to  avoid  the  hill  ih  mile  long 
on  leaving  Cabot  village ;  the  road  pro- 
posed being  in  two  counties.  The  next  step 
was  to  petition  the  Supreme  Court  for  a 
committee.  John  W.  Dana  was  elected 
an  agent  to  attend  court,  and  defend  on 
the  part  of  the  town.  In  1845,  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Legislature  for  a 
charter  for  a  turnpike^  and  it  went  on  in 
this  way,  petitions  first  to  the  selectmen, 
then  to  the  court,  each  one  being  opposed 
by  the  town,  for  45  years.  W'hen  one  set 
of  men  died  out  another  took  their  places  ; 
in  1865,  the  road  was  finally  completed, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares through  town. 

south-west  HiLL, 

with  commanding  view  of  the  WinoosKi 
valley,  and  excellent  soil,  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farming  sections  in  town. 
!  The  settlement  was  commenced  here  by 
James  Butler,  1799,  on  the  farm  where 
John  AL  Stone  now  lives.  Mr.  P^utler 
while  doing  his  chopping  boarded  at  Reu- 
i  ben  Atkins'.    Among  the  first  settlers  on 
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this  hill  were  Nathaniel  Cibbs,  Asa  Co- 
burn,  Ezra  Bliss.  One  right,  320  acres  of 
this  hill,  is  lease  land. 

WEST  HILL. 

A  beautiful  table-land  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town,  surrounded  by  valleys  on  the 
east,  south  and  west,  has  a  charming  view 
of  the  country  beneath.  Enoch  Hoyt, 
known  as  Deacon  Enoch  in  later  years, 
being  a  member  of  the  Jkiptist  church, 
bought  of  Edmund  Oilman  320  acres,  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Orson  Kimball.  He 
commenced  clearing  in  the  field  back  of 
the  school-house  in  1797,  and  built  his 
cabin  a  little  north  of  where  Eastman  Hop- 
kins lives.  He  came  from  Epsom,  N.  H., 
to  the  Junction  (Cabot  Plain),  with  his 
ellects,  and  from  there  got  them  over  on 
his  back,  probably.  Four  of  his  brothers, 
Ezra,  Asaph,  Benjamin  and  Samuel  came 
very  soon  and  settled  near  him.  They 
were  all  steady  men,  and  made  this  one  of 
the  best  farming  sections  in  town,  and 
some  of  them  after  their  pioneer  life  here, 
went  to  Wisconsin  and  started  anew, 

PETERSVILLE, 

The  first  clearing  was  begun  here  by 
Reuben  Atkins,  in  1825,  on  the  farm 
where  his  son  Henry  Atkins  now  lives. 
There  being  a  school-district  formed  here 
in  1858,  Peter  Lyford,  one  of  the  select- 
men, went  over  to  organize  the  district, 
since  which  the  locality  has  been  called 
Petersville.  It  has  4  dwelling-houses,  i 
school-house  and  a  saw-mill. It  lies  on 
the  Molly  brook  road,  2  miles  from  JVIarsh- 
field  village. 

MARKET  ROAD, 

a  half  mile  east  of  Hazen  road,  was  built 
to  avoid  the  hard  hills.  Many  of  the  towns 
in  Northern  Vermont  took  their  produce 
to  market  on  this  road,  from  which  its 
name.  Tlie  first  clearing  on  this  road  was 
begim  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Charles 
Oderkirk,  by  Samuel  Levett,  in  182 1. 

To  the  north  Jesse  Mason  soon  after 
began  and  cleared  up  the  farm  now  ocv.u- 
pied  by  his  son,  N.J.  Mason.  Mr.  Mason 
says  he  has  often  seen  as  many  as  60 
loaded  teams  pass  his  house  in  a  day,  but 


now  in  place  of  the  rattle  of  the  heavy 
wagons  is  heard  the  puffing  of  the  iron 
horse. 

FREIGHTING. 

Robert  Lance,  from  Chester,  N.  H.,  who 
came  here  about  18 10,  and  lived  where 
Hial  Morse  now  does,  did  the  first  team- 
ing to  Boston.  His  team  wms  tvvo  }  oke  of 
oxen  ;  freight,  salts,  whisky,  pork,  an.d  it 
took  from  4  to  6  weeks  to  make  the  round 
trip.  He  usually  made  two  trips  a  year. 
A  little  later,  Joseph  Burbank  began  to  go 
with  a  span  of  horses,  and  two  loads  a  year 
would  usually  supply  the  merchants  with 
goods.  Benjamin  Sperry  used  to  team. 
It  is  said  he  was  known  from  here  to 
Boston  by  the  name  of  Uncle  Ben  by 
everybody.  Hugh  Vv'ilson  did  quite  a 
business  at  teaming.  In  the  winter  quite 
a  number  of  men  would  go  to  Portland, 
iMe.,  with  their  red,  double  sleighs  and  two 
horses,  loaded  with  pork.  In  1838,  Allen 
Perry  began  to  run  a  6-horse  team  to 
Boston,  regular  trips,  the  round  trip  taking 
3  weeks.  The  freight  tariff  was  ;^2o  i»cr 
ton;  his  expenses,  about  $50  a  trip.  When 
he  came  in  with  his  big,  covered  wagon  it 
was  quite  an  event  for  the  place.  He  run 
his  team  till  1846,  when  the  railroad  got  so 
near  he  sold  his  team  and  went  to  farra- 
ing.  The  P.  &  O.  railroad  is  5  miles  to 
the  north  of  us,  and  the  Montpelier  & 
\ Veils  River  the  same  distance  to  the  south. 

FIRST  THINGS. 

The  first  marriage  in  town  was  David 
Lyford  to  Judith  Heath,  July  23,  1795,  by 
James  Morse,  Esq ;  the  2d  was  Solomon 
W.  Osgood  to  Kuth  Marsh,  Jan.  3,  1800, 
by  Joseph  Fisher,  Esq.  The  first  child 
born  in  town  was  a  daughter,  to  Thomas 
Blanchard,  Oct.  3,  1787.  The  2d  was  a 
daughter  to  James  Blanchard,  born  Apr. 
I,  1788;  died  Apr.  14,  aged  14  days;  the 
second  death  in  town.  The  first  death  was 
that  of  Nathaniel  West,  killed  while  chop- 
ping in  the  woods  for  Benjamin  Webster, 
in  the  winter  of  1786.  He  was  crushed 
by  the  falling  of  a  large  birch  tree.  He 
was  carried  to  the  house,  but  lived  but  a 
few  minutes.  He  was  buried  in  what  is 
now  tlie  pasture  of  G.  W'.  Webster.  The 
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place  is  p»)inted  out  by  a  large  maple  tree. 
I  am  told  there  were  six  or  seven  buried 
iiere,  but  the  graves  are  not  discernible. 
The  town  continued  to  bury  in  different 
places.  There  were  several  gra\  es  in  the 
p.isture  of  Lenie  J.  AValbridge. 

CRAVf:-VARDS. 

In  1800,  the  town  purchased  an  acre  of 
land  at  the  Centre  for  a  burying-ground 
and  inclosed  it.  This  was  the  first  grave- 
yard in  town.  William  Osgood,  who  died 
Feb.  5,  I  So  I,  was  the  first  person  buried  in 
it.  There  arc  92  graves  discernible  here. 
A  large  number  of  them  have  headstones 
that  were  dug  out  of  the  ledge  nearby  and 
lettered,  but  they  are  hardly  legible  now. 
No  burials  have  been  made  for  35  years. 
The  last  was  tliat  of  Lieut.  Fiiield  Lyford 
in  1S46.  To  the  credit  of  the  town  it  has 
been  kept  inclosed  by  ihe-n,  and  tolerably 
clean,  as  also  all  of  the  other  numerous 
small  interment  inclosures  in  tovv'n,  where 
it  is  not  done  by  individuals. 

The  next  grave-yard  was  at  the  Lower 
V.ille.  In  i8i3,ElihuCoburn and  Col.  John 
Stone  donated  the  original  ground,  ^  acre,  ^ 
each.  Joseph  Coburn  was  the  first  one 
buried  in  it.  From  time  to  time  it  h^is 
been  enlarged.  It  has  now  about  329  in- 
habitants. It  is  a  beautiful  location,  about 
40  rods  from  the  Winooski,  whose  musical 
waters  as  they  pass  seemingly  a  little  more 
quiet  by  here,  }  0u  ma}-  iniagine  chanting 
the  requiem  of  the  dead. 

In  18 14,  a  burying  lot  was  opened  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Orson  Kimball,  just 
above  the  residence  of  K.  T.  Hopkins.  19 
graves  are  discernible. 

The.  West  Hill  burying-ground,  a  gift 
from  David  Lyford  and  John  Edgerton,  was 
laid  out  iu  181 7.  When  they  were  staking 
it  out  it  was  in  the  time  of  what  is  called 
by  the  old  people  the  great  sickness.  Mr. 
Ldgerton  repeated  the  lines : 

'*  Yeiiivinjr  men  conic  view  llie  gr()uiid 
"Whore  you  aiust  shortly  lie." 

He  was  the  first  person  buried  there. 
The  graves  here  number  84. 

Last  Ca1.)ot  gra\  e-yard  i.-  a  wvy  pretty 
plot  for  the  puq)ose,  donated  by  George 
Rogers;  Esq.,  for  that  part  of  the  town. 
3^  l»crsons  occupy  this  place. 


Cabot  Plain  grave-yard,  the  ground  for 
which  was  donated  by  Alpheus  Bartlett,  in 
1825.  The  first  one  buried  in  it  was  Al- 
vira  Covell.  The  interments  in  this  \ard 
arc  39. 

At  South  Cabot  the  grave-}ard  was  do- 
nated by  Moses  Clark,  in  1834,  with,  the 
express  understanding  it  was  to  be  kept 
well  fenced.  Thirty-five  have  been  in- 
terred here ;  the  first  a  child  of  Moses 
Clark.    It  is  now  entirely  abandoned. 

Cabot  Village  grave-yard,  ^  acre  of  land, 
donated  by  John  W.  Dana, was  laid  out  in 
1820.  The  first  one  buried  in  it,  Eliza 
Dutton,  died  May  20,  1820,  age  22.  It 
has  been  enlarged  to  one  acre,  and  con- 
tains about  2 17  graves.  T.H.  Lanceopcncda 

NEW  CEMETERY 

adjoining  this  in  1865,  which  is  private 
property,  those  interring  herein  buying  fam- 
ily lots.  The  first  grave  here  is  that  of 
Joseph  Lance,  Oct.  12,  1S65.  Inhere  are 
86  persons  at  this  date  buried  here,  July 
5.  1 88 1,  and  there  are  some  very  hand- 
some monuments  of  marljle  and  iTanite. 
The  town  have  built  a  tomb  in  tlie  \ard 
for  public  use.  In  1854,  the  town  pur- 
chased for  $100  its  first  hearse. 

SCHOOLS 

were  established  as  soon  as  there  was  a 
.sufficient  number,  of  scholars  in  any  local- 
ity. The  first  log  school-house  stood  at 
the  foot  of  Shephard  Hill,  just  north  of 
where  the  road  near  Harvey  Smith's  inter- 
sects with  the  Hazen  road.  Wooden  pins 
were  driven  into  the  logs,  and  boards  laid 
on  them,  for  writing-desks  ;  benches  were 
used  for  seats.  The  scholars  had  to  turn 
their  face  to  the  wall  to  write.  The  first 
school  was  taught  by  John  Gunn,  in  the 
summer  of  1792. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  179S,  a  vote 
was  passed  raising  20  busliels  of  wheat  for 
the  support  of  a  tov/n  school,  under  the 
direction  of  the  selectmen.  At  a  town 
meeting,  Mar.  9,  1789,  this  vote  was  re- 
scinded, as  no  school  had  been  kept  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  scarcity  of  wheat,  but  at 
the  same  meeting,  30  bushels  of  wheat 
was  voted  for  a  summer  and  winter  school 
of  3  months  each.    The  object  had  never 
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been  lost  sight  of.  Every  town  meeting 
voted  for  schools,  and  tlie  matter  was  de- 
ferred simply  from  the  hardship  of  the 
times.  A  town  meeting  was  called  ex- 
pressly in  Oct.  1789,  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  building  a  school-house,  and  a  tax 
of  $40  for  the  same  voted,  S35  to  be  paid 
in  wheat  and  $5  in  cash,  nails  or  glass.  3s. 
was  to  be  paid  per  day  for  rc  man's  labor 
and  3  for  his  cattle,  he  finding  hiniself  and 
cattle  in  building  said  house. 

After  a  few  years,  a  school-house  was 
commenced  by  district  Xo.  i,  nearly  op- 
posite the  burying-ground ;  but  being  a 
bleak  .spot,  was  removed  before  finished, 
down  into  the  corner  of  the  field  near  the 
Junction.  It  was  used  botli  for  a  school 
and  a  town-house  for  a  nuniber  of  years. 
The  school  now  numbered  as  high  as  50 
scholars.  Unruly  ones  were  regulated  by 
the  big  ferule,  and  if  this  was  not  sufii- 
cient,  by  the  birch  toughened  in  the  hot 
embers,  applied  freely.  Sweetmeats  and 
delicacies  for  the  children's  dinners  were 
scarce.  They  carried  barley  cakes,  and 
roasted  their  potatoes  in  the  ashes  of  the 
huge  stone  fireplace. 

District  No.  2  was  a  large  territory.  The 
first  school-house  was  built  of  logs,  near 
where  the  old  pound  now  stands.  It  is 
said  the  winter  schools  numbered  as  high  as 
90  scholars.  After  a  few  years  this  house 
vas  burned,  after  which  a  better  one  was 
built.  This  district  has  built  the  most 
school-houses  of  any  in  town.  It  now  has 
a  large  and  nice  one,  but  few  scholars. 

In  1800,  by  request  of  Moses  Stone,  it 
was  voted  to  form  No.  3.  The  Lower 
Cabot  district  and  other  new  districts  were 
formed  as  needed.  In  1801 ,  they  were  num- 
bered according  to  their  formation.  June 
10,  1 80 1,  the  scholars  in  town  from  4 years 
to  18  were  89,  and  in  1803,  149.  There 
are  now  14  districts.  All  support  school 
20  weeks  each  year,  and  most  of  them  31 
weeks.  We  have  no  academy,  but  our 
people  have  always  manifested  an  interest 
in  education,  not  only  in  the  district" schools, 
the  safeguards  of  our  civilization,  but  by 
liberal  patronage  of  the  academies  in  tlie 
adjoining  towns. 


THE  FACE  OF  THE  TOWiXSHIP 

is  generally  broken  and  uneven,  the  soil 
adapted  to  all  the  grains,  roots  and  grasses 
of  this  latitude.  The  leading  interest  for 
the  first  50  years  was  raising  grain  ,?nd 
cattle  ;  at  present  it  is  dairy  and  sheep  hus- 
bandry. 

Joe's  Pond  is  the  largest  body  of  water. 
It  is  about  one-half  in  this  town.  It  re- 
ceived its  name  from  Capt.  Joe,  a  No\"a 
Scotia  Indian.  He  was  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  used  to  traverse  ihh  section 
at  an  early  day,  and  once  had  a  camp  on 
this  shore.  A  smaller  body  of  water  in 
the  east  part  of  the  town,  about  a  mile  in 
length  and  one-third  in  width,  was  named 
Molly's  Pond  for  the  Indian's  wife,  who 
travelled  with  him.  [For  the  further  inter- 
esting history  of  Capt.  Joe  and  family,  see 
Newbury,  vol.  II,  of  this  work.] 

Coit's  Pond,  in  the  N.  W.  part  of  the 
town,  was  named  v,-hen  the  town  was  sur- 
veyed, for  one  of  the  surveyors.  It  is  a 
small  sheet  of  water.  The  least  disturb- 
ance in  its  waters  roils  it.  It  often  goes  by 
the  name  of  Mud  Pond.  It  is  a  consider- 
able tributary  of  the  Winooski. 

West  Hill  Pond. — Previous  to  i82o» 
the  bed  of  this  pond  was  "the  great 
meadow,*''  of  good  service  to  the  earl}-  set- 
tlers in  furnishing  grass  and  hay.  They 
would  cut  their  hay  here  in  the  summer 
and  stack  it,  ai  d  draw  it  in  on  their  hand- 
sleds  in  the  winter  to  their  log  barns,  a 
distance  of  3  or  4  miles.  Avery  Atkins  in 
1820,  built  a  dam  across  the  lower  end  of 
the  meadow  and  flowed  it.  From  that 
tinie  it  has  been  the  West  Hill  Pond.  The 
v/ater  comes  from  two  streams  in  Wood- 
bury. .  It  covers  60  acres,  and  makes  a 
very  fine  water-power.  It  was  used  for 
years  for  a  saw  and  grist-mill.  West  Hill 
brook,  which  empties  into  the  Winooski, 
takes  its  rise  in  theN.  E.  part  of  the  town. 
It  is  fed  by  several  small  brooks ;  taking  a 
southerly  course,  enters  Marshfield.  L^'pon 
this  are  several  water  privileges,  some  of 
which  are  very  good,  and  are  turned  to 
good  account. 

Molly's  Brook,  its  source  Molly's  pond, 
takes  a  southerly  course,  and  enters  the 
Winooski  at  Marshfield.    On  thjs  stream 
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arc  also  good  water  pri\ilcges,  that  are 
used. 

Our  ?vT]xeral  Springs  we  do  not  pro- 
pose to  discuss  largely  on,  as  we  have  but 
little  (and  we  might  as  well  say,  none  at 
all)  knowledge  of  their  analysis  or  the  won- 
derful healing  properties  tliey  contain. 
There  is  one  spring  a  half  mile  west  of  the 
village,  that  is  said  to  contain  some  excel- 
lent medicinal  properties,  and  years  ago 
wvis  quite  celebrated,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
if  plenty  of  money  had  been  put  into  the 
Winooski,  it  might  have  been  a  success. 
At  Lower  Cabot  there  are  two  mineral 
springs,  of  which  we  have  heard  of  their 
effecting  some  celebrated  cures.  They  are 
strongly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  and  we 
should  judge  would  be  first  rate  for  the 
iich — that  kind  v.liich  no  district  school 
was  fairly  equipped  without  in  the  olden 
time. 

The  years  of  17S0  and  'Si  were  of  great 
severity,  on  account  of  deep  snows.  1816 
is  spoken  of  h\  those  now  livinw;  as  beincr 
the  year  of  famine,  snow  falling  in  June  4 
or  5  inches  deep,  blowing  and  drifting  like 
winter  ;  scarcely  any  corn  or  other  grain 
raised  in  town.  One  of  the  oldest  inhab- 
itants has  told  me  that  ''a  barley  cake  was 
a  barley  cake  that  vear."'    The  next  year 


The  tirst  wagon  in  town  was  owned  by 
James  IMorse,  and  was  a  dowry  to  his  wife 
from  some  of  her  friends  who  died  down 
country.  The  body  is  said  to  have  been 
about  6  feet  long,  bolted  tight  to  the  axle, 
and  was  thought  to  be  a  gay  vehicle. 

TliC  fu'st  stove  in  town  was  owned  by 
Dca.  Jas.  Marsh.  It  was  a  long,  high 
stove,  and  took  wood  3  feet  long  ;  cost,  ?8o. 
This  caused  a  great  deal  of  talk  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  community  in  regard  to  the 
utility  of  its  use,  health  of  the  family,  etc. 

The  first  clock  in  town  was  owned  by 
John  W.  Dana.  It  was  a  tall-cased  brass 
clock. 

The  first  carpet  in  town  was  had  by  Mrs. 
John  W.  Dana,  and  came  to  her  in  the  di- 
vision of  her  mother's  things.  A  great 
many  of  the  people  had  never  seenacai  pet 
when  this  came  to  town.  But  all  these 
liardships  were  borne  bravely,  with  the 
hope  of  better  days. 

OLD  TLMK  DISTILLERIES. 

Hanson  Rogers,  Esq.,  a  stirring,  ener- 
getic citizen,  1809,  erected  the  first  dis- 
tillery in  town,  on  Cabot  Plain.  As  this 
was  on  nearly  the  highest  land  in  town, 
where  no  running  water  could  be  obtained, 
he  built  quite  a  distance  from  the  road,  l)y 
a  brook  in  th.e  pasture  now  owned  by  Mr. 
W.  S.  Atkins, paying  partly  inblacksmith- 
ing— his  trade,  and  the  remainder  in 
whisky.    The  distillery  was  ready  for  the 


tliey  were  obliged  to  go  to  Bane  and  New- !  ^i-op  of  iSio.  So  many  potatoes  were  now 
bury  to  procure  seeds  for  planting.  i  P^ai^^cd,  one  distillery  was  insufficient  for 


We  copy  from  an  article  in  regard  to 

Cabot  Ad- 


I  the  increasing  business.  A  desire  tom.akc 
money  apper  red  to  pervade  the  people  of 


first  settlers'  hardships  in  the   ,  .     ,        ,  ,  ^ 

vertiser  July  i   1868  •  those  days  even  as  it  does  the  people  of 

these  days.    Judge  Dana,  the  merchant, 
There  was  no  pist-nrlll  and  all  the  grain  |  ^^-^^^  ^^.^^^   ^  ^1^^ 

iiad  to  be  carried  to  \\  est  Danville  to  mill.  I  /, 
There  was  no  road  but  spotted  trees,  and  ,  ^J^nl^^i'^'SS  owned  by  \vm.  Adams.  There 
but  one  horse  in  town  to  do  the  milling!  now  were  two  distilleries  within  a  half  mile 
jvith,  and  she  was  blind.  She  was  owned  |  of  each  other,  that  could  use  up  all  the  po- 
hv  James  Morse,  Esq.  \yhen  any  one  |  ^^^^^^  .^i,^,.  ^j^^  immediate  vicinity, 
"ireuherto  go  to  mill  with,  they  had  to  !  „  , 

carry  a  grist  for  Mr.  Morse  to  pav  for  the  '  "^'^^  '^'^^^^'^  portions  of  the  town,  seeing  the 
use_  of  the  horse.  They  would' put  the  I  i't^>-^lv  sale  and  good  price  for  potatoes, 
grain  on  the  back  of  the  hor^e,  leading  her.  began  to  raise  them  'more  larg&ly,  which 
A.l  would  go  well  until  tliey  came  to  a  log  ,  rendered  the  buiklino-  of  other  distilleries 
J'l  the  road,  when  the  horse  would  stumble  ^  or^ 

^\^r  it,  and  throw  the  grist  to  the  ground.  !  necessary.    In  ibi6,  one  was  bmlt  on  the 

idi  patience  the  grist  would  be  reloaded  |  f-^'""'  ^^^w  owned  by  W.  S.  Atkins.  Up  to 
^iKi  started  on  the  trip,  only  to  have  the  j  this  time  the  product  of  these  distilleries, 

cidcnt  repeated  from  time  to  time  during  \  ^],^^  ..^^  ly,,.,,  consumed  at  home,  liad 
'•"•journey.    1  he  grist  ground,  they  would  ,  ,         .    r.  . 

-^tart  fur  home,  and  meet  with  the  same  \  ^'^"-''^  conveyed  by  teams  to  Boston 

iuck  as  when  going,  and  arrive  at  their  ^^^'^^  Portland,  Now  a  new  avenue  was 
^I'lppy  homes  late  at'night.  opened.    The  cloud  of  war  began  to  settle 
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down  over  our  country,  and  soon  we  were 
involved  in  a  conflict  with  Great  Britain, 
and  Caljot  distillers,  onl)-  about  40  miles 
from  the  Canada  line,  lust  no  time  in  find- 
ing a  market  in  that  country  for  the  product 
of  their  stills.  The  good,  orthodox  cit- 
izens of  this  place  seemed  quite  intent  on 
obeying  the  divine  injunction,  "  If  thine 
enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  Jie  thirst,  give 
liim  di'ink.''^  This  conriuand,  so  explicit 
in  its  terms,  the  towns  situated  near  the 
border  seemed  bound  to  carry  out ;  a  large 
num.ber  of  cattle  were  driven  over,  and  no 
small  quantity  of  whisky  found  ready  sale 
among  the  British  soldiery.  It  proved 
a  lucrative  business  to  those  engaged  in 
it.  It  was  smuggling,  and  was  rather 
risky  business,  but  the  **  commandment " 
was  plain  and  imperative,  and  must  be 
followed.  And  about  this  time  distilleries 
went  into  operation  rapidh'.  One  was  put 
up  by  Deacon  Stone,  where  I.  F.  Piaines' 
woolen  factory  is  now  ;  one  by  Capt.  Sum- 
ner, on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  R.  B. 
Bruce  ;  one  on  the  farm  of  Chauncey  Paine  ; 
one  on  the  old  Cutting  farm  ;  one  on  Dea. 
J.  L.  Adams'  farm,  where  Union  Block 
stands,  and  one  where  Ilial  r^Iorse  now 
lives;  so  that  12  distilleries  were  in 
full  blast  at  one  time  in  Cabot.  These 
made  whisky  very  plenty,  and  it  was  used 
in  all  the  different  callings  of  life.  Some 
even  thought  it  was  cheaper  th.an  corn  for 
common  living.  It  is  said  one  poor  man 
in  Plainfield  used  to  say  that  he  would  buy 
a  half  bushel  of  corn-meal,  and  carry  it 
home,  and  his  wife  would  make  it  all  up 
into  hasty  pudding,  and  the  children  would 
eat  it  all  up  and  go  to  bed  crying  with 
hunger.  But  let  him  buy  a  gallon  of 
whisky,  and  they  would  all  go  to  sleep  like 
kittens  by  the  fire ;  he  thought  whisky  the 
cheapest  diet. 

No  occasion  was  ever  perfect  without  it. 
If  a  neighbor  came  for  a  friendl}-  visit ;  if 
the  pastor  came  to  make  a  call,  or  to  join  a 
couple  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony,  or 
perform  the  last  sad  rites  of  burying  the 
dead,  and  especially  v/henachild  was  born 
into  the  world,  the  whisky  and  flip  went 
around  merrily  ;  and  when  the  ladies  had  a 
quilting,  every  time  they  rolled  the  quilt 


all  nmst  take  a  little  toddy,  and  when  they 
had  rolled  it  about  four  times,  they  were' 
ready  to  drop  work,  tell  stories  and  have  a 
joll}'  time.  A  story  is  told  of  one  of  these 
good  old  ladies  who  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
quilting  put  on  her  bonnet,  one  of  those 
large,  old-fashioned  poke  bonnets,  then  in 
vogue,  and  got  it  on  wrong  side  before, 
covering  her  face  entirely,  and  was  in 
great  trouble  to  find  the  strings.  The 
good  old  lady  got  out  of  the  dilemma  by 
the  assistance  of  her  friends,  but  never 
could  tell  exacdy  what  the  trouble  was. 

All  the  public  gatherings  were  held  at 
the  Plain,  and  the  occasion  which  usually 
attracted  the  largest  crowd  was  that  of 
June  training.  At  this  time  the  militaiy 
officers  were  elected  for  the  following  year. 
At  one  of  these  elections  John  Dow,  who 
subsequently  became  a  prominent  minister 
of  die  Methodist  denomination,  was  elect- 
ed captain.  After  the  election,  Capt.  Dow, 
as  in  duty  bound,  ordered  the  treat,  and 
all  drank  to  repletion,  after  which  the  con\- 
pany  was  formed  for  drill  and  inspection, 
and  the  various  evolutions  gone  th.rough 
with.  During  the  practice,  one  of  the 
brothers  of  the  newly-elected  captain,  who 
had  imbibed  somewhat  freely,  was  unable 
to  keep  time  with  the  music,  and  finally 
fell  flat  on  the  ground.  His  comrades 
helped  him  to  his  feet,  and  began  to  up- 
braid him  for  his  unseemly  conduct ;  v/ith 
maudlin  wit  hf  answered,  "  It  is  all  right ; 
the  Dows  to-day  are  rising  and  falling.'' 

About  i8i5,the  newly-set  orchards  com- 
menced bearing  ;  great  quantities  of  apples 
were  brought  into  market,  and  cider-mills 
were  built  in  different  parts  of  the  tov/n, 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants  began  to  have 
cider  in  addition  to  whisky  for  a  beverage. 
The  first  cider-mill  was  built  by  Robert 
Lance,  nearly  opposite  the  residence  of 
Albert  Osgood,  in  18 19. 

Cider  and  whisky  were  the  staple  com- 
modities of  the  time,  the  former  selling  for 
$3  per  barrel,  and  the  latter  from  67  to  75 
cents  per  gallon.  So  common  v/as  their 
use,  they  were  regarded  very  much  as 
"United  States"  currency  in  these  days. 

No  farmer  thought  of  beginning  a  winter 
with  less  than  12  or  15  barrels  of  cider  and 
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one  or  two  barrels  of  whisky  in  the  cellar. 
It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  young 
man  io  hire  out  lor  the  season  for  300  gal- 
lons of  whisky,  ai^d  this  he  would  dispose 
of  for  stock,  store-pay,  or  anything  he 
coiikl  get. 

About  1S23,  the  farmers  began  to  think 
laising  so  many  potatoes  was  running  out 
tlieir  farms,  and,  after  all,  not  so  profitable 
as  some  other  crops,  and  less  w-ere  planted, 
and  the  number  of  distilleries  decreased, 
luilil  in  1832,  there  were  none  running  in 
town,  and  New  England  ram  was  used  by 
those  who  thought  they  must  have  some- 
thing stimulating,  and  sold  freely  af  all  the 
sti)res  and  hotels  in  town. 

About  1825,  the  temperance  question 
began  to  be  agitated  ;  people  commenced 
to  think  they  could  get  along  without  quite 
so  much  stimulant,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  there  has  been  a  marked  dim- 
inution in  the  quantity  absorbed  in  town. 

The  writer  has  in  this  matter  endeavored 
to  state  facts  simply  and  fuliy,  but  does 
not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that 
in  the  manufactuie  and  sale  of  liquors, 
Cabot  was  a  sinner  above  the  otlier  towns  j 
in  that  vicinity,  for  it  is  probably  a  fact 
that  for  its  number  of  inhabitants,  it  had 
fewer  distilleries  than  any  other  town  in 
this  section. 

POST-OFFICE . 

There  was  no  public  mail  service  in 
Cabot  tiJl  iSoS.  I'he  only  newspajier 
taken  by  the  pioneer  settlers  was  the  A'or//i 
Star,  then  as  now  published  at  Danville, 
and  this  was  procured  b}'  each  subscriber 
taking  his  turn  in  sending  his  boy,  or  going 
himself  on  horseback  to  the  printing  office, 
'■^nd  bringing  the  papers  for  his  neighbor- 
hood in  saddle-bags.  What  he  could  not 
<i'.stribute  on  his  way  home  were  left  at  the 
grist-mill,  then  owned  and  run  by  Thomas 
i->!ord,  on  the  same  site  where  the  mill 
^^•)w  stands,  and  by  him  were  distributed 
■'-■^  the  subscribers  came,  or  sent  to  the  mill 
5'  T  them.  None  of  the  subscribers  of  that 
*^-^y  arc  now  living,  but  their  children  tell 
that  the  receipt  of  the  paper  was 
ii'-emed  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
'•^•'it  ail  the  family  gave  attention  while 
'^^inc  one  of  their  number,  by  the  light  of 


the  tallow  candle  or  the  fainter  flicker  of 
the  fireplace,  read  aloud  not  only  the  news 
but  the  entire  contents  of  the  paper. 

Letters  were  brought  by  travelers  passing 
through  the  town.  In  this  way  the  early 
settlers  received  their  mails  for  the  first  23 
years . 

The  first  regular  mail  service  through 
Cabot  was  begun  in  1808,  and  Heiiry 
Denny  was  the  first  carrier,  his  horseback 
route  extending  from  Montpclier  to  the 
Canada  line,  passing  through  Cabot,  I])an- 
ville,  Lyndon,  liarton,  etc.,  and  his  re- 
turn was  made  by  way  of  Craftsbury  and 
Hardwick.  The  round  trip  occupied  about 
10  days.  About  the  year  iSio,  he  com- 
menced to  bring  the  Ver7iW]d  iVatcJufuin, 
published  then  as  now  in  Montpelier,  and 
when  he  came  to  the  house  of  a  subscriber 
he  would  blow  his  tin  horn  lustHy,  and  im- 
patiently await  the  coming  of  some  mem- 
ber of  the  family  to  receive  the  sanie. 

Mr.  Nickerson  Warner  was  the  first 
postmaster  at  Cabot.  He  then  lived  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  H.  W.  Powers,  on 
the  road  now  leading  to  Walden.  The 
post  road,  however,  left  the  present  road 
near  the  old  school-house,  at  the  lower 
village,  running  by  the  present  residence 
of  W.  S,  Atkins,  thence  by  the  centre  of 
the  town  near  the  old  pound,  and  by  the 
farm  now  owned  by  A.  F.  Sulham,  and  so 
on  by  Dexter  Reed's,  coming  out  at  A.  G. 
Dickenson's,  at  the  Plain,  and  then  to 
Danville  Four  Corners.  Mr.  Warner  living 
so  far  from  the  post  road,  engaged  Lene 
Orcutt,  who  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  A.  F.  Sulham,  to  keep  the  office. 

At  this  time  meetings  were  held  at  the 
Center  on  the  Sabbath,  and  what  mail  was 
not  distributed  during  the  week  he  brought 
to  church,  feeling  sure  to  see  there  ail  in- 
habitants of  the  town.  The  office  re- 
mained at  this  place  for  6  years,  ur>.til  18 14, 
when  Jeremiah  Babcock  was  appointed 
postmaster.  He  thim  lived  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Harvey  Dow,  and  this 
being  but  a  short  distance  from  the  post 
road,  he  removed  the  office  to  his  house. 

Mr.  Cate  of  ALarshfield,  now  becamic 
mail  carrier,  still  taking  it  on  horseback 
the  same  as  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Denny. 
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In  1820,  Mr.  Bnbcock  resigned,  and  his 
son  Harvey  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
By  this  time  a  store  had  been  started  at 
what  is  now  known  as  Lower  Cabot,  and 
Mr-  Babcock  put  the  office  in  there.  Cap- 
tain Covel,  Senior,  was  tlie  next  to  carry 
the  mail,  which  service  lie  pertonned  some 
8  or  10 -years,  during  which  time  Mr.  Bab- 
cock resigned  and  left  town.  In  1827, 
Hector  McLean  was  appointed  postmaster, 
prior  to  which  time,  however,  Captain 
Covel  had  died,  and  Deacon  Adams  be- 
came mail-carrier. 

At  this  time  the  country  had  become 
more  thickly  settled,  and  the  road  so  passa- 
ble that  Deacon  A.  concluded  to  try  the 
experiment  of  a  stage,  and  he  was  the  first 
to  put  on  a  team  for  the  accommodation  of 
passengers.  tlis  rig  consisted  of  two 
horses  and  a  wagon  with  body  firmly  bolted 
to  the  axle,  so  that  passengers  in  riding 
over  the  rough  roads  and  poor  bridges  got 
the  full  spring  of  the  axle. 

Deacon  Adams  dying.  Deacon  Kellogg 
became  his  successor.  Of  him  it  was  re- 
lated that  he  wns  a  great  smoker,  and 
having  straw  in  the  bottom  of  his  wagon, 
it  took  fire  from  his  pipe  and  came  neai- 
burning  up  his  whole  establishment.  So 
say  the  old  inhabitants. 

By  this  time  quite  a  settlement  had 
grown  up  at  what  is  now  known  as  the 
village  of  Cabot.  About  the  ye?r  1834, 
George  Dana  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  he  removed  the  office  to  that  village, 
where  it  has  since  been  kept,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year.  This  year  was  when 
Jacob  Collamer  of  this  state  was  post- 
master-general, and  Salma  Tressell  of  the 
Lower  village  was  postmaster.  This  re- 
moval to  the  Lower  village,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  created  no  little  feeling,  which  re- 
sulted in  a  long  and  bitter  struggle  between 
the  two  villages  wdiich  resulted  at  last  in 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Doe  as  postmaster, 
when  the  office  was  again  returned  to  its 
former  quarters  in  the  store  of  Elijah  Perry 
at  the  village  of  Cabot.  It  has  since  re- 
mained in  that  village,  changing  hands 
from  time  to  time  as  the  postmasters  have 
died  or  moved  away,  or  the  administration 
changed. 


After  Deacon  Kellogg,  different  carriers 
transported  the  mails  for  short  terms  until 
about  1830,  when  Cottrill  and  Clark  be- 
came owners  of  the  route,  and  put  on  good 
horses  and  good  coaches  from  Montpelier 
to  Danville,  there  connecting  with  stages 
from  Canada  to  Boston,  also  to  Littleton 
and  the  White  Mountains,  going  from 
Montpelier  to  Danville  one  day  and  return- 
ing the  next.  This  Vv-as  continued  until 
i860,  when  a  daily  mail  was  obtained  from 
Montpelier  to  Cabot,  the  route  from  Cabot 
to  Danville  still  being  tri-weekly  until  1862, 
when  the  daily  service  v/as  continued 
througli  to  Danville.  After  this  tiie  con- 
tractors were  so  numerous  and  changed  so 
often  that  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate 
them. 

The  mails  were  run  in  this  way  until  the 
spring  of  1872,  when  on  the  starting  of 
the  Portland  &  Ogdensburgh  railroad  the 
route  over  the  hill  to  Danville  was  discon- 
tinued, and  a  route  to  Waiden  depot  vv-as 
established.  Then  we  began  to  receive 
the  Boston  niail  at  7  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and 
this  made  it  seem  as  if  we  were  brought 
in. to  the  heart  of  the  business  world. 


On  the  T2th  of  March,  i 
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of  teams  from  Montpelier  to  Marshfiekl  was 
discontinued  and  the  mails  were  transferred 
to  the  cars  of  the  Montpelier  &  Wells 
River  railroad,  so  that  Vv'e  now  receive  our 
daily  mails  both  ly  the  Portland  Ogdens- 
burgh and  the  Montpelier  &  Wells  River 
railroad  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  thus  briefly  reviewing  the  mail  ser- 
vice of  the  past  we  cannot  but  be  impressed 
with  the  progress  made  in  these  matters 
during  the  past  56  years.  No  more  wait- 
ing until  late  at  night  for  the  arrival  and 
opening  of  the  mail,  which,  perhaps,  con- 
tains tidings  of  great  moment.  No  more 
shoveling  through  deep  drifts  of  snow  to 
render  passable  the  road  over  Danville  hill. 
In  place  of  these  we  hear  the  shrill  whistle 
from  the  engines  of  two  railroads,  and  our 
mail  is  brought  with  celerity,  certainty  and 
security  almost  to  our  very  door. 

In  1866,  Alon^o  F.  Sprague  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  since  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.   We  think,  if  the  admin- 
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istration  should  change,  they  could  hardly 
make  up  l-lieir  mind  to  remove  him. 

TELEGRAPH  SERVICE. 

In  1S71,  the  Vermont  International  Tel- 
ei;raph  Company  made  a  proposition  to 
the  town  if  they  would  give  them  $200  and 
set  tlie  poles,  they  would  run  their  wires 
from  the  P.  &  O.  R.  R.  line  to  the  village 
of  Cabot.  In  a  few  weeks  the  click  of  the 
telegraph  was  heard  in  Sprague  *It  Wells' 
store.  Charles  B.  Putnajn  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  office,  he  eniploying  an 
operator.  He  held  the  position  but  one 
year,  when  i^e  left  town,  and  Hiram  Wells 
was  appointed,  who  has  been  the  operator 
for  8  years. 

THE  CHURCHES  L\  CAROT. 

Dea.  Edward  Chap.max,  the  third  set- 
tler, was  a  Baptist,  and  held  meetings 
nearly  every  Sabbath  in  town,  and  v.  as  oc- 
casionally called  to  Danville  and  Peacham 
to  preach.  Cabot,  also,  was  visited  occa- 
sionally, by  Dr.  Crossnran,  Baptist  niis- 
sionary  from  Unity,  N.  H.,  and  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Ains worth. 

In  March,  1797,  an  article  was  in  the 
warning  for  March  meeting  "  to  see  if 
the  town  would  provide  means  to  secure 
preaching  some  part  of  the  ensuing  year."' 
It  Avas  passed  over  at  that  meeting,  but  at 
a  town  meeting  June  17,  1799,  t-'^Sfe  was 
an  article  in  the  •warning  to  see  if  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  town  to  settle  Rev.  Dr. 
Crossman  as  their  minister.  It  was  "  voted 
tiiat  he  be  settled,  piovided  he  will  accept 
such  terms  as  a  majority  of  the  town  shall." 
"  \'oted  a  committee  of  7  be  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  Rev.  Doctor  and  examine  his 
credentials  committee  :  Joseph  Blanch- 
ard,  John  \Vhittier,  Esq.,  Henry  Beards- 
ley,  Capt.  David  Blanchard,  Lyman  Hitch- 
cock, Thomas  Osgood,  Joseph  Huntoon, 
llie  committee  to  report  the  same  afternoon. 
This  committee  reported  they  found  his 
credentials  satisfactory  ;  and  that  as  a 
luajorily  of  the  town  were  of  different  per- 
suasion from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crossman,  13ap- 
i">t.  tint  this  should  make  no  difference  in 
regard  to  tiieir  church  privileges,  but  every 
i-erson  holding  a  certificate  from  a  regular 
'organized  church,  whether  they  believed 


in  sprinkling  or  plunging,  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  rights  of  church  menil)ei"- 
ship,  and  that  every  person  of  sober  life 
and  good  deportn-ient,  who  wished  should 
be  admitted  a  member  of  the  church. 
They  also  repoi'ted  that  "  six  of  the  com- 
mittee were  for  giving  one  half  of  the  pub- 
lic right  and  for  buildings  on  the  same,"" 
In  every  town  there  was  one  right  set 
apart  to  be  given  to  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter ;  after  a  prolonged  discussion  it  was 
voted  not  to  accept  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

It  appears  a  report  had  got  into  circula- 
tion that  Dr.  Crossman  was  under  censure 
in  the  church  in  Croydon.  N.  H.,  of  which 
he  was  a  member;  and  for  this  reason  it 
was  voted  not  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
conmiittee  ;  but  another  town  meeting  v/as 
c<dled  for  Feb.  18,  1800,  to  give  Rev.  Mr. 
Crossman  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  himi- 
self ;  v.'hicli  by  papers  and  letters  he  did  to 
tlie  full  satisfaction  of  all  present,  and  by 
'.lis  request  the  town  voted  to  give  him 
declaration  on  account  of  his  not  being 
under  censure  as  was  reported  in  this  town, 
^ihat  his  character  should  not  suffer  any 
more  in  this  place.  With  this  ended  all 
eifbrts  to  settle  Dr.  Crossman. 

Several  town  meetings  were  called  to 
take  into  consideration  the  subject  of 
hiring  a  minister,  but  no  minister  was  ever 
hired  by  th<  town. 

Aug.  15,  1801,  a  town  meeting  was  called 
to  complete  the  organization  of  a  religious 
society.  The  organization  was  con-qjleted 
and  a  vote  passed  that  this  society  be 
known  by  the  name  and  firm  of 

COXGREGATIONAI.ISTS    in    THE   TOWN  OF 
CABOT. 

Officers  elected  :  Thomas  Osgood,  clerk  ; 
Oliver  Walbridge,  treasurer  ;  Josei)h  Fish- 
er, Horace  Beardsley,  Thomas  Osgood, 
assessors;  Clement  Coburn,  John  Edger- 
ton,  Reuben  Atkins,  committee  ;  Moses 
Stone,  collector. 

Tlie  first  vote  of  the  society  was  to  in- 
stmct  Dr.  Beardsluy  to  engage  the  services 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Joslin  a  certain  period  of  time, 
not  exceeding  4  months. 
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A  BAI'TIST  NOTIFICATION 

was  read  for  the  inhabi'tants  of  llic  town  of 
Cabot  of  the  }')aptist  persuasion,  to  meet 
at  the  Centre  school  house,  May  12,  1803. 
At  this  meeting  th.e  following  officers  v/ere 
elected:  I'erley  Scott,  clerk;  Fifield  Ly- 
ford,  treasurer:  John  N.  Gunn,  John 
Whittier,  John  Spiller,  assessors  ;  Enoch 
Hoyt,  collector:  Samuel  Kingston,  John 
Blanchard,  Thomas  Lyford,  comniittee. 

From  this  date  there  were  two  religious 
societies  in  town,  and  men  began  to  take 
sides,  and  there  are  a  large  number  of  cer- 
tificates upon  the  records,  showing  that  the 
signers  do  not  agree  with  the  other  society. 
One  man  evidently  meant  to  make  a  sure 
tiling  of  it,  and  recorded  his  certificate  as 
not  agreeing  with  cither  society. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHL'RCH 

was  organized  at  the  old  Center  school- 
house,  Oct.  25,  iSci,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ran- 
som, of  Rochester,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hal- 
lock,  missionary  from  Connecticut,  being 
present. 

Original  Memleks  :— Clement  Coburn, 
Geishom  Beardsley,  Stephen  Clark,  Oliver 
Walbridge,  Elias  Hitchcock,  Lene  Or-* 
cutt,  Ilepzebah  Osgood,  Ruth  Beardsley, 
Miriam  Clark,  Elizabeth  Walbridge,  Peggy 
Hitchcock,  Anna  Church,  Lucy  Osgood. 

Clement  Coburn,  wdio  had  been  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Charles- 
ton, ]\Iass.,  wai  first  deacon  and  moderator  ; 
Evans  Beardsley  the  first  clerk  elected. 
For  the  first  22  years  they  had  no  settled 
minister.  They  furnished  themselves  when 
they  could  by  hiring,  which  was  seldom, 
and  missionaries  were  sometimes  sent  to 
them  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 
But  when  they  had  no  minister,  one  of  the 
deacons,  or  some  one  of  the  society,  read 
to  them  a  sermon  on  the  Sabbath,  fhey 
always  maintained  worship  on  the  Sab- 
bath, every  brother  considering  himself 
pledged  to  assist  as  called  upon.  For  the 
first  6  years  meetings  were  held  in  the 
Centre  school-house,  or  at  a  dwelling- 
liouse  near  the  Centre  ;  often  in  Esquire 
Mercers  barn  and  tb.e  barn  of  Oliver  Wal- 
bridge. In  1804-5,  ^the  question  of  build- 
ing a  meeting-house  was  agitated.    It  was 


raised  Sept.  25,  1806,  but  the  frame  stood 
in  an  unfinished  state  until  about  iSio. 
The  pew-groand  was  sold  Dec.  12,  1809, 
payment  to  be  made  in  three  yearly  pay- 
ments, .}  cash  ;  the  remainder  in  neat  stock 
or  materials  for  the  house.  Committee  for 
building  the  house,  Moses  Stone,  Joseph 
Smith,  Henry  Walbridge,  Eiiphalet  Adams 
and  Luther  Wheatley. 

The  old  meeting-house  was  large  on  the 
ground  ;  two  rows  of  windows  all  around, 
high  belfry  ;  within,  gallery  on  three  sides  ; 
16  pews  in  the  gallery;  42  pt^ws  below; 
would  scat  about  300.  The  struggle  to 
finisli  it  was  hard.  All  parts  of  the  town 
assembled  to  worship  in  it  18  summers 
before  it  was  plastered.  In  the  winter 
meetings  were  held  in  dwelling-houses 
and  school-houses.  In  1817,  therewasan 
especial  revival  and  in-gathering  of  41 
members,  although  without  any  settled 
niinister. 

REV.  MOSES  INGALLS, 

the  first  pastor  and  first  settled  minister, 
was  ordained  and  installed  over  the  church, 
Oct.  27,  1S23.  He  was  engaged  to  preach 
one-half  of  the  time  at  salary  of  $200,  ^  of 
it  payable  in  cash,  i  in  produce  or  neat 
stock,  to  be  delivered  in  the  month  of 
October.  He  was  dismissed  Apr.  20, 
1825.  The  next  two  years  the  church  was 
served  by  supplies,  Reverends  Wright, 
of  Montpelier,  Worcester,  of  Peacham, 
French,  of  Barre,  and  Hobart,  of  Berlin. 
During  this  time,  1S26,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  revivals  took  place  that  the  town 
ever  witnessed,  of  which  Rev.  Levi  H. 
Stone,  then  a  young  man  then  and  after- 
wards pastor  of  the  church,  writes  : 

The  church  was  without  a  pastor,  but 
were  aided  now  and  then  a  Sabbath  by 
neighboring  ministers.  Late  in  autumn 
they  obtained  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Asa 
Lowe,  small  in  stature,  weak  in  voice,  an 
old  bachelor,  with  many  whims,  which 
might  be  expected  to  lessen  the  moral 
force  of  his  labors,  and  the  church  and  so- 
cietv  were  in  serious  trouble  ;  most  posi- 
tively divided  over  the  question  of  finish- 
ing their  church  edifice  where  it  then  stood, 
on  the  geographical  center  of  the  town,  or 
to  remove  it  to.  the  "  L'^ppcr  Branch." 
This  question  was  seemingly  disposed  of, 
by  a  vote  to  finish  where  it  then  stood, 
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and  IChenez.er  Smith,  Esq.,  was  appointed 
to  raise  funds  and  complete  the  work. 
Living  some  3  miles  east  from  the  Center, 
on  the  Peachani  road,  it  was  natural  he 
sliould  oj'jpose  the  removal  of  the  house, 
lie  entered  upon  his  duties  v.-ith  zeal,  and 
rode  and  walked  night  and  day,  and  liad 
nearly  raised  th.e  required  aniount,  and 
])artially,  if  not  quite,  completed  the  con- 
tract with  Asa  Edgerton,  a  meeting-house 
builder,  to  do  the  work,  when  an  opposi- 
tion movement  was  started,  and  prevailed, 
and  the  house  was  removed  to  the  village. 
This  transaction  was  by  a  large  number  of 
the  church  and  society  pronounced  un- 
manly and  unchristian,  and  resulted  in 
very  positive  alienation.  vSome  went  to 
the  Methodist,  some  to  the  Freewill  Bap- 
tist, then  worshipj-jing  on  the  West  Hill, 
and  others  remained  at  home. 

liut  there  was  salt  in  that  church  which 
preserved  it  from  putrefaction.  Deacons 
Moses  Stone  and  Eliphalet  Adams  cov- 
enanted (and  with  them  covenant  m.eant 
something)  to  sustain  a  weekly  meeting 
for  prayer  and  confereucc,  so  long  as  they 
could  say  i^'c.  Others  seeing  their  good 
works  and  spirit,  began  to  do  likewise,  and 
bevond  expectation,  tender  and  brotherly 
feeling  was  supplantingjealousy  and  anger, 
so  that  in  September  and  October  meet- 
ings were  full.  But  it  is  unquestionably 
true  that  a  thoughtful,  inquiring  state  of 
mind  was  first  manifest  in  the  Methodist 
meetings.  Their  social  meetings,  both  on 
the  Sabbath  and  week-day  evenings,  were 
held  in  the  house  of  Judge  Dana,  the 
abode  of  the  late  Joseph  Lance,  Esq.  The 
young  minister,  Ireson,  was  nearly  always 
present,  and  he  possessed  a  most  happy 
faculty  of  conducting  social  as  well  as 
Sal)bath  meetings. 

As  early  as  Oct.  it  was  apparent  an  in- 
visible agency  was  moving  the  people. 
TJ)ere  began  to  be  instances  of  "  the  new 
birth,"  and  where  least  expected,  but  it 
was  not  till  December  that  a  general  re- 
ligious feeling  prevailed,  and  persons  alien- 
ated and  bitter  began  to  seek  reconciliation 
in  tender,  prayerful  earnestness. 

The  first  "  watch-meeting^'  ever  held  in 
Cabot  was  in  the  Methodist  church,  on  the 
evening  of  the  31st  of  Dec,  1825.  Mr. 
Norton,  living  on  the  "  Plain,"  an  aged, 
gentlemanly,  scholarly  man,  lately  from 
Massachusetts.  His  views  were  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  meeting  and  its  measures, 
which  he  expressed,  but  his  position  and 
remarks  were  so  met  as  only  to  increase 
*'''-e  interest.  A  sermon  from  Rev.  Mr. 
''■'-•^on,  pra\ers,  confessions,  exhortations, 
and  singing  by  the  congregation,  filled  the 
iiuie  to  a  late  hour,  wlien  it  was  proposed 
•'IS  many  as  desired  an  especial  interest  in 


the  prayers  of  saints  should  come  to  the 
altar,  when,  as  a  cloud,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred v/ent  forward,  filling  the  ai.sles  nearly 
to  the  doors,  among  whom  were  Henry  G. 
Perkins,  the  merchant,  and  his  wife,  Wm. 
Fisher  and  wife,  Wm.  Ensign,  Horace 
Haynes,  Clarissa  and  Ruth  Osgood,  Ruth 
and  Louisa  Coburn,  all  of  wh.om  are  now 
in  possession  of  the  tlien  promised  res:. 
That  year  gave  to  the  Congregational 
church  about  100  members,  and  the  Meth- 
:  odist  received  probably  about  as  many, 
and  several  went  to  the  Baptist,  on  the 
West  Hill.  Toward  300  hopeful  conver- 
sions occuired  that  year  in  the  town  of 
Cabot,  and  the  laborers  were  mainly  the 
good  fathers  and  mothers  in  those  Lsraels. 
Home  talent,  with  God's  favor,  wrouglit 
wonders,  as  it  alwa\s  will. 

One  event  which  deepened  the  impres- 
sions of  the  people  generally,  I  may  not 
omit — the  death  of  Dea.  E.  Adams,  early 
in  the  year.  Cold  nights  found  him  upon 
his  knees,  pleading  for  the  lost.  He  lived 
to  rejoice  at  the  opening  of  th.e  work  and 
ingathering  of  some  of  the  sheaves,  v.  hen 
he  was  called  to  ascend  and  be  ready  upon 
the  celestial  plains  to  welcome  the  re- 
deemed from  his  own  town,  as  one  after 
another  should  slide  down  from  the  wings 
of  angels,  and  enter  into  that  "purchased 
rest." 

Among  the  young,  no  one  probably 
equaled,  in  labors  and  influence,  the  Rev. 
John  F.  Stone,  now  of  Montpelier.  He 
will  be  remenibered  by  many  now  living, 
as  their  attention  shall  be  called  to  those 
days,  but  by  a  vastly  larger  number  wh.o 
have  gone  over  the  River. 

But  a  wonderful  readiness  to  do  and 
bear,  charactcriz.ed  both  old  and  young. 
The  evening  meetings  here  and  there,  in 
school-houses,  and  dwelling-houses  in  re- 
niote  neighborhoods,  as  well  as  in  the 
more  central,  were  .sure  to  be  fully  attend- 
ed. The  weather  made  but  little  differ- 
ence. "Enduring  hardness,  as  good 
soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ,"  seemed  a  priv- 
ilege then  as  well  as  duty. 

Now,  while  these  r.eminiscences  cannot 
be  as  dear  to  strangers  as  to  those  among 
whom  they  transpired,  yet  they  mayaftbrd 
some  thoughts  deserving  consideraticm. 

In  1S24  the  meeting-house  was  taken 
down  and  rnoved  to  the  village,  where  the 
school-house  now  stands,  and  finished, 
j  and  for  those  days  was  a  very  fine  struc- 

I ture. 

I     ■  ■ 

I  By  a  subscription  of  the  citizens  in  1S39, 
ja  bell  of  I  ICQ  pounds,  cost,  $300,  v.  as 
[  hung  in  the  belAy,  the  first  bell  in  town, 
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and  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  finest 
toned  bells  in  the  country.    After  a  few- 
years  it  was  crackled  ;  was  recast  in  1848,  j 
and  again  hung-  in  the  belfry.  j 
-   This  raeeting-house  was  used  until  1849.  j 
wl^en  it  was  torn  down,  and  the  house  now 
occupied  by  this  church  was  built.  Jan.  3, 
1827,  Rev.  Henry  Jones  was  ordained  and 
installed  pastor  of  the  church,  to  preach 
for  them  :]  of  the  time,  at  a  salary  of  $225,' 
one-half  pa3'ablc  in  grain,  and  one-half  in 
money.    After  4  \-ears'  labor  with  them  lie 
was  dismissed  May  28,   1832.    To  1839 
they  had  no  settled  minister.    In  the  fall 
of  1839, 

REV.  LEVI  H.  STONE 

vras  o'rdaincd  and  settled.  Mr.  Stone  w-as 
raised  in  this  town,  and  tliis  was  his  first 
pastorate.  Without  iiattery  we  can  say, 
in  person  rather  tall  and  commanding, 
with  pleasant  voice  and  manner,  his  ser- 
mons were  well  planned,  deliver)-  good, 
and  w-henever  he  spoke  he  commanded 
attention.  He  was  pastor6  years,  and  the 
church  enjo)  ed  a  good  degree  of  prosper- 
ity. 

'  Erom  1C46  to  '49,  again  there  was  no 
settled  minister,  but  Rev.  S.N.Robinson, 
a  very  scholarly  man  from  New-  York,  was 
the  acting  pastor  for  a  large  share  of  the 
time. 

Nov.  I,  1849,  Rev.  Edward  Cleveland 
was  installed  as  pastor,  a  very  wide-aw  ake, 
go-ahead  man,  who  believed  in  people 
wearing  out  instead  of  rusting  out. 

During  the  v.-inler  of  1850  and  '51  a 
great  revival  occurred.  Mr.  C.  was  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Mr.  Galliher,  an  evangelist 
from  Missouri :  48  pei  sons,  many  of  them 
heads  of  families,  and  in  some  instances 
whole  fiimilies,  were  added  to  the  church. 

iMr.  Cleveland  was  dismissed  Oct.  9, 
1853.  To  1859,  quite  a  portion  of  the 
time  Rev.  T,  G.  Hubbard  was  acting 
pastor.  In  the  autumn  of  1859,  ^^c^'-  E. 
Drew  was  installed,  and  remained  12  years. 
Daring  tlvis  time,  althougli  there  was  no 
especial  revival,  there  wasi^v  goodly  num- 
ber of  additions  each  year,  and  th.e  church 
was  in  a  prosperous  condition.    Mr.  Drew 


removed  tVom  town  in  May,  1871.  though 
not  di.smissed  till  Nov.  1872. 

Rev.  B.  S.  Adams  was  the  supply  froni 
Mr.  Drew's  rem.oval  from  town  till  Nov. 
1872,  when  he  was  settled  as  pastor,  which 
office  he  now^  fills,  July,  18S1.  Daring  his 
10  years  of  labor  the  church  has  continued 
in  a  good  workijig  condition.  They  have 
thoroughly  repaired  their  house,  and  made 
it  a  very  pleasant  place  of  worship,  and 
bought  a  fine  organ,  at  a  cost  of  $800. 

Since  iSoi  to  June  i,  1881,  whole  num- 
ber of  members,  537;  children  baptized, 
307.  The  records  sliow  daring  its  first  15 
years  the  sacrameni  and  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism w^as  administered  nearly  every  time 
by  Rev.  James  Hobart,  wlio  must  have 
been  a  father  to  this  church.  The  present 
number  of  members  is  126.  During  tlie 
80  years  of  the  existence  of  this  church,  it 
has  passed  through  many  trials,  and  at 
times  it  has  almost  looked  as  though  it 
w-ould  go  to  destpjction  ;  but  it  was  an- 
chored to  a  sure  foundation,  and  all  must 
acknowledge  it  has  been  the  means  of 
doing  great  good  in  the  community. 

DEACONS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Moses  Stone  and  Eliphalet  Adams  were 
elected  about  1808  ;  each  served  the  church 
faithfully,  by  holding  meetings  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  officiating  on  the 
Sabbath  when  the  church  was  v/ithout  a 
minister.  Deacon  Adams  died  in  the 
winter  of  1826,  aged  45  years.  Deacon 
Stone  went  to  the  grave  like  the  shock  of 
corn  fully  ripe,  at  77  years,  July  13.  1842. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  June  11, 
1827,  James  Marsh,  Samson  Osgood  and 
Marcus  O.  Eisher  were  elected  to  the  office 
of  deacons,  and  Oct.  31,  1827,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  circular  conference  w'nh  this 
church,  they  were  solemnly  consecrated 
to  the  office  of  deacon  by  prayer,  in  which 
the  Rev,  James  Hobart  led,  and  by  the 
laving  oi'i  of  hands  of  Revs.  James  Hobart, 

i  Justin  \V.  Erench  and  Henry  Jones.  The. 
sermon  .was  preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Erench, 

j  and  charge  to  the  deacons  was  by  P.ev.  Mr. 

'  Hobart. 

Joseph  Hoyt  was  elected  July  16,  1851, 
i  and  served  until  he  removed  to  Cameron, 


CABOT. 


97 


Mo.,  where  he  died  in  1870.  He  was  a 
valuable  member,  always  aiding  by  his 
presence  at  all  the  meetings,  and  assisting 
pecuniarily  to  the  fullest  extent  of  his 
ability.  When  he  removed  West  it  was 
not  only  a  great  loss  to  thech-'jrch  but  also 
to  the  town. 

May  6,  1S65,  it  was  voted  to  elect  three 
additional  deacons.  N.  K.  Abbott,  Ed- 
ward G.  Haines  and  Edwin  Fisher  were 
elected  and  consecrated  Feb.  1866,  by 
prayer  and  laying  on  of  hands  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  S.  F.  Drew  and  Rev.  Nathan 
Wheeler. 

Deacon  Haines  died  Jan.  28,  1867; 
taken  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  bright 
})rospects  appearing  to  be  opening  before 
him.  All  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
integrity.  To  him  the  church  looked  for  a 
strong  support  for  years  to  come,  but  at 
the  early  age  of  3S  years,  tiie  brittle  silver 
tiiread  was  loosed,  and  the  golden  bowl 
i>roken. 

The  deacons  of  the  church  at  the  present 
time  are  N.  K.  Abbott,  J.  L.  Adams,  1. 
F.  Haines  and  M.  L.  Haines. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

The  first  Sabbath  instruction  for  their 
children  among  the  early  settlers  upon  the 
i'hin,  was  in  1S04,  when  the  settlement 
v-as  still  sparse.  During  the  week,  the 
children  learned  portions  of  X\\t  Asse;nbly"s 
catechism  wl.ich  the  Puritan  settlers 
brought  from  their  early  homes,  and  on 
the  Sabbath  day  when  they  had  no  preach- 
ing, the  good  mothers  would  gather  them 
together  at  some  one  of  their  houses,  and 
i'ave  them  recite  their  lessons  learned  dur- 
ing the  week.    They  also  had  prayer  and 

igious  conversation,  all  of  which  served 


\^  to 


give  the  young  minds  a  start  in  the  1  and  B 


The  school  luirnbered  from  30  to  40  pu- 
pils. It  is  said  young  ladies  walked  from 
Marslifield,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  miles,  to 
attend  this  school.  The  next  year  John 
Damon  started  a  Sabbath  school  on  tlie 
Plain,  holding  it  in  the  liall  of  the  yellow 
house,  where  he  then  lived. 

The  4th  of  July  these  .schools  had  a  cel- 
ebration at  the  centre  of  the  town.  Some 
of  the  old  people  living  who  were  ciiildren 
then,  speak  of  it  now  as  one  of  tlie  most 
enjoyable  4th  of  July's  of  their  lives. 

Deacon  iMoses  Stone  wt.s  the  first  supt. 
This  school  has  never  lost  its  organization, 
and  has  always  been  well  sustained.  As 
years  moved  along,  Bible-classes  were  con- 
nected with  it,  and  now  old  and  young 
gather  together  for  the  study  of  the  Bible. 
Among  the  early  and  active  ones  in  the 
Sabbath  school  were  William  Fisher,  Rev. 
John  Stone,  John  R.  Putnam ;  and  of 
more  recent  dates,  the  supts.,  Mr.  Milton 
Fisher,  Joseph  Hoyt,  A.  P.  Perry  and 
niany  iriore  we  n\ight  nn^ntion  did  not  lim- 
ited space  forbid.  The  school  now  num- 
bers 120;  average  attendance  85  ;  library, 
very  good  ;  125  books. 

The  Sabbath  school  is  tndy  said  to  be 
the  nursery  of  the  church. 

THE   FREEWILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  organized  in  1803.  at  the  hou.se  of 
Lieut.  Thomas  Lyford,  the  ministers  of- 
ciating,  elders  Benjamin  Page  and  Aaron 
Buel  of  Strafford,  Vt. ;  first  members : 
Anthony  Perry  and  wife ;   David  Haines 

and  wife;  Spiller ;   PInoch"  Hoyt 

and  wife  ;  Joseph  PIo}  t  and  wife ;  Ezra 
Hoyt  and  wife ;  Mr.  Bruce,  Benjamin 
Hoyt,  David  Lyford,  Samuel  Kingston, 
Abraham  Hinks  and  David  Blanchard ; 
deacons:    Enoch  Hoyt,  'David  Blanchard 


I i.^'ht  direction.  I  had  these  facts  from 
•'^Jrs.  Nathaniel  Webster  more  than  20 
ytars  since. 

•^n  iSiS,  the  Sabbath  school  connected 


enjamm 


Hovt. 


The  town  records  show  that  Rev.  Ben- 
jamin Page  was  settled  as  pastor  the  same 
year  of  the  organization,  which  gave  him 
a  clear  title  to  the  minister-lot,  he  being 


'^  i'h  the  Congregational  church  was  organ-  |  the  first  settled  minister  in  town.    This  he 
'^i  |l  at  the  Lower  village  school-house  by  !  received,  it  now  being  the  farm  of  George 
\\'ashbur!-)    and    }':sq.    Hale   from  I  M.  Webster,  ICsq.    It  was  then  in  a  state 
're<:nsi,'oro.    They  met  at  half-past  four  of  nature,  but  his  parishioners  at  once 
*  ■  -^J.,  and  were  continued  onlv  through  the  turned  out  and  cut  and  cleared  10  acres  for 


^unmier  months. 
>3 


him,  and  built  a  barn  on  the  same.  But 
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it  is  said  he  did  not  remain  tlieir  minister 
long  after  he  got  it  in  shape  to  sell. 

Meetings  were  held  at  the  houses  and 
in  the  barns  for  quite  a  number  of  years; 
and  they  used  often  the  Congregational 
meeting-house  at  the  Centre,  after  it  was 
in  shape  to  use. 

■  In  1829,  they  built  a  meeting-house  on 
the  west  hill  where  quite  a  large  number 
of  these  members  lived.  The  house  was 
of  more  modern  style  than  cither  of  the 
other  meeting-houses,  being  but  one  story, 
gallery  across  one  end,  and  the  pulpit  only 
about  6  feet  from  the  floor.  It  had  no 
tower.  It  w^as  occupied  regularly  by  the 
church  for  about  20  years,  and  during  the 
time,  they  had  some  very  able  ministers, 
and  some  very  stirring  meetings. 

The  quarterly  meetings  are  spoken  of 
as  being  very  interesting  occasions  and 
largely  attendc;d  ;  some  coming  15  or  20 
miles  to  attend  them. 

In  about  12  or  13  years,  the  church  be- 
gan to  suffer  heavily  by  deaths  and  remov- 
als, and  about  1S50,  it  lost  its  organization. 
One  board  after  another  began  to  disap- 
pear from  the  old  house,  and  in  1875,  it 
went  over  to  the  majority. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  record 
of  this  church.  This  account  has  been 
obtained  from  the  oldest  inhabitants  of 
this  and  adjoining  towns. 

THE  RiETHODIST  CHURCH  IX  CABOT. 
BY  KEY.  iiOBEKT  SAX Di:ii.>ON'. 

-  The  first  family  that  moved  iiito  town 


connected  with  the  class  at  that  time  ;  we 
have  only  been  able  to  find  the  above, 
and  have  no  doubt  they  were  the  original 
members.  The  first  Methodist  sermon 
preached  in  town  was  probabl}'  by  Thomas 
Branch,  in  1807  or  '8.  One  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants  says  he  remenibers  going  to 
meeting  when  quite  a  boy,  and  hearing 
the  first  Methodist  sermon  preached  in 
town.  Thomas  Branch  was  presiding 
eider  of  Vermont  district  about  this  time. 
The  first  circuitpreacher  v,as  Bro.  .Stearns. 
The  first  presiding  elder  who  seemed  to 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  Cabot  as  a 
circuit,  was  Eleazer  Wells.  In  1814,1.0- 
renzu  Dow  preached  his  first  sermon  in 
Cabot,  in  the  oid  Congregational  meeting- 
house at  the  Center  before  it  was  finished, 
using  the  work-bench  for  his  pulpit.  After 
announcing  his  text,  he  said  Jesus  Christ 


sat  down  and  taught  the  people  ; 


shall 


I,  and  sat  during  the  delivery  of  his  dis- 
course. There  seems  to  have  been  quite 
a  reformation  in  the  winter  of  the  year 
1816.  Thc.sunnner  following,  the  Meth- 
odists held  their  meetings  in  the  tannery, 
which  is  nov,-  used  as  a  dwelling-house  by 
Widow  E.  Perry,  ne.xtto  Sprague  &  Wells" 
block.  Up  to  this  date  they  had  held  thc\r 
meetings  in  the  houses  and  barns,  chiefly 
at  Cabot  Plain,  the  quarteily  meetings 
being  held  in  the  Congregational  chui  ch  at 
the  Center.  The  first  camp-meeting  held 
in  town  was  in  1820,  in  the  grove  owned 
by  Daniel  Smith,  now  owned  by  A.  M. 
Foster,  where  over  So  tents  were  pitclied. 


became  aftenvard  identified  with  Method- 1  The  presiding  elder  was  John  Linsey,  who 


is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  thunder. 
The  first  church  was  built  about  1822  or 
1823,  the  land  and  timber  being  furnished 
by  Judge  Dana,  who  had  connected  him- 
self with  tiic  poor  and  despised  Methodists, 
to  the  wonderment  of  the  community,  a 
man  of  his  standinrj  to  be  so  short-siohted 


ism.  The  wife  of  Benj.  Webster  was  one 
of  the  members  of  the  first  class.  It  is 
stated  by  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
church  that  h.er  mother  attended  a  quar- 
'terly  meeting  on  Cabot  Plain  about  180S, 
This  seems  to  be  the  first  commencement 
of  the  society,  although  the  first  class  was 
not  formed  until  about  1811.  The  mem-  as  to  connect  himself  with  such  fanaUcs. 
bers  of  the  first  class  were:  xMrs,  Judge  It  was  owing  to  his  influence  and  liberality 
Dana,  Mrs.  Dr,  Scott,  Mrs.  B.  Webster,  |  the  church  was  built.  In  1825  and  '26  the 
Mrs.  Hiils,  Mrs.  X,  Webster,  Mrs.  Durgin  !  great  reformation  took  place,  commencing 
and  Mrs.  Rogers.  The  first  men  to  join  |  with  the  watcli-night  service  in  tlie  Mcth- 
the  class,  some  short  time  afterwards,  |  odist  church.  Bro.  E.  Ireson  was  the 
were  Judge  J.  W.  Dana,  Daniel  Smith  and  j  preacher.  The  revival  spread  throughout 
Dr.  Scott.    There  may  have  been  others  1  the  town,  both  churches  taking  part  in  tlie 
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work.  The  tacts  up  to  this  date  we  have 
h;id  to  gather  as  we  could,  not  being  able  to 
lind  any  previoustrecord.  Thos.  Lyford  has 
suj)plied  us  with  most  of  the  information, 
he  being  a  small  boy  then.  PI  is  people 
afterwards  became  connected  with  the 
Methodists.  In  182S,  Cabot  circuit  con- 
tained Cabot,  Calais,  Woodbury,  Peacliam, 
W'alden,  Goshen  Gore  and  Marshncld, 
with  a  membership  of  312.  We  find  a 
record  of  the  fust  quarterly  conference  : 

At  a  quarterly  meeting  conference,  held 
at  C".abot,  July  5,  1828,  William  Peck  was 
chosen  secretary.  Luke  Richardson  was 
appointed  recording  steward.  Licensed 
Ilro.  Horace  A.  Warner  to  preach  in  a 
local  capacity.  Licensed  Bro.  G.  li.  IIous- 
ton  as  anexhorter.  Licensed  Bro.  Samuel 
Stocker  as  a  local  preacher.  Licensed  Bro. 
William  Simons  as  an  exhorter.  Elected 
the  following  brethren  as  a  committee  of 
iirrangement  for  the  year  ensuing.  Luke  B. 
Kich.ardson,  Timothy  Haynes,  John  W. 
Dana,  voted  that  the  next  quarterly  con- 
ference be  he]d  at  Walden.  A  true  copy 
of  the  record.  Attest. 

L.  1).  Richardson, 

y^!t'C(L  Sieiuard. 

The  preachers  in  charge  at  this  time 
wi-reN.  W.  Aspenv;all  and  E.  J.  Scott. 
15elow  is  the  estimate  of  their  salary  : 

Quarterage,  Bro.  Aspenwall  and  v.ife, 
and  one  child  under  seven  years. 

l^i-Httfritgte.    Table    Ilouiie  Fuel.  Truvcliiiir  Total, 
expenses.  lent.  expenses. 

$2 16.00      $75      $20    $20       $13  $344.00 

1"..  J.  Scott  and  wife, 
200.00      53.54  10      5        8  276.50 

Total  receipts, 

N.  W.  Aspenwall,  $123.34 
E.  J.  Scott,  71-84 

In  the  quarterly  report  for  January  3, 
<  '^3^-  we  find  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  that  01i-\er  J.  Warner,  J.  W. 
*  '  Uia  and  William  Lance  be  a  committee 
J')  purchase  a  suitable  piece  of  ground,  and 
i'uiid  thereon  a  parsonage  house  and  barns, 
provided  a  sufficient  amount  is  subscribed 
to  warrant  the  purchase  of  said  land,  and 
'  ie  commencement  of  said  building. 

In  1830,  John  Courier  received  his  first 
i^<-ense  to  preach,  and  was  recommended 
'■-J  the  traveling  connection.    In  1S32,  or 

\  v:.\r.^  ailer  their  appointment,  the  com- 
■'•isttct:  bougiu  of  Joseph  Preston  one  acre 
Sand,  house  and  barns  thereon;  cost, 
^-^0,  where  the  widows  Heath  and  Lyford 


now  have  houses.  The  society  put  itself 
on  record  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  tein- 
pemnce  : 

Resolutions.  Quarterly  meeting  held  at 
Cabot,  May  11,  1839. 

1st.  That  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the 
United  States  of  America  is  under  all  cir- 
cumstances a  sin  against  God,  contrary  to 
the  rights  of  our  fellow-men  enslaved. 

2d.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Chris- 
tian philanthropist  and  republican  to  use 
all  lawful  means  for  the  peaceful  emanci- 
pation of  all  the  enslaved  of  our  land. 

3d.  That  we  claim  the  right  to  examine 
and  discuss  this  subject,  and  also  to  peti- 
tion Congress  for  the  immediate  abolish- 
ment of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ON  TEMPERANCE. 

1st.  that  the  manufactory  and  vending 
of  intoxicating  drinks,  for  a  beverage,  is  an 
immorality. 

2d.  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  Christian 
principles  and  a  grovvth  in  grace  to  use  in- 
toxicating drinks  as  a  beverage. 

3d.  That  by  precept  and  example,  we 
discourage  the  use  of  all  intoxicating  drinks 
as  a  beverage. 

In  1848,  the  parsonage  lot  was  sold  to 
W.  B.  Cutting.  Henry  Russell,  Joseph 
Lance  and  Jolm  Clark,  committee.  In 

1 85 1,  S.  Aldrich  was  the  preacher.  Quite 
a  reformation  took  place  ;  several  conver- 
sions ;  some  have  gone  to  receive  their  re- 
ward ;  others  are  among  0'j.r  leading  mem- 
bers to-day.  Removing  and  rebuilding 
the  church  was  commenced;  completed  in 

1852,  by  Bro.  A.  L.  Cooper,  appointed  to 
the  charge  that  year. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  DEDICATION. 

Providence  pemiitting,  the  newly-repair- 
ed Methodist  meeting-house  at  Cabot  will 
be  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  on 
Tuesday,  December  14,  services  com- 
mencing at  II  o'clock  A.  M.  Sermon  by 
Rev.  J.  Currier.  Brethren  in  the  ministry 
and  others  in  the  vicinity  are  invited  to 
attend.  A.  L.  Cooper. 

December  2,  1852. 

Joseph  Lance  was  the  leading  man  in 
rebuilding  the  church.  To  his  public 
j  spirit  the  society  are  indebted  for  the  very 
j  nice  and  commodious  church  they  now 
I  own.  Building  committee  of  the  church  : 
;  Jos.  Lance,  Paul  Dean,""  John  Clark.  The 
j  parsonage,  commenced,  1853,  Allen  Perry, 
i  Jerry  Atkins,  Rob.  Lance,  committee.  Jo- 
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s^ph  Lance  gave  the  lot  for  the  parsonage, 
besides  his  share  in  the  building,  and  Mr. 
Peny  bore  the  v/iiole  committee  burden. 
From  '53  to  '73  nothing  very  marked  oc- 
curred ;  the  church  just  holding  itJ?  own 
and  sometimes  going  down  to  lovv--water 
ma.rl:,  with  the  exception  of  the  time. 
Bro.  King  labored  here.  During  the 
charge  of  Bro.  W.  H.  Wight,  1872,  new 
interest  was  manifested.  In  his  third  quar- 
terly report  we  find  "we  have  repaired  and 
beautified  our  church;  painted,  frescoed, 
carpeted  throughout ;  carpet  cost  $200, 
paid  by  subscription  ;  chandelier  S50,  paid 
by  another  subscription,  raised  by  Harry 
Whitlier,  a  lad  of  14  or  15  :  finishing  and 
frescoing  to  be  paid  by  tax^on  the  pews. 
The  brethren  have  been  equally  ready  to 
share  in  the  responsibilities.  Among 
those  foremost  in  the  work  are  Bros.  Allen 
Perry,  Theron  H.  Lance,  William  S.  At- 
kins.   In  report,  Oct.  24.  1S74: 

"  Our  people  have  been  surprised  v/ith 
the  gift  01  a  fine  bell,  cost  between  $400 
and  §500,  from  Bro.  Paul  Dean,  and  Sister 
Jeremiah  Atkins.  The  church  desire  to 
record  here  their  appreciation  of  this  timely 
gift,  and  will  ever  pray  that  the  blessing 
of  God  may  rest  on  the  donors." 

In  the  same  report ; 

"We  have  nearly  finished  a  neat  vestry, 
cost  about  $500 ;  subscriptions  nearly 
pledged ;  we  shall  ha\-e  it  free  from  debt. 
We  wish  to  make  favorable  mention  of  the 
labors  of  Si  ;tv.r  Julia  Hopkins,  v/hosc  un- 
tiring effort.:^  in  soliciting  subscription  for 
this  work  has  been  so  abundantly  blessed." 

John  Clark  died,  Feb.  17,  1S74,  and  left 
to  the  society  $500.  the  interest  to  be  used 
for  Methodist  preaching  in  Cabot.  1S75, 
Sister  Phebe  Rogers,  left  the  society  $200, 
for  the  same  purpose.  Bro.  Paul  Dean 
also  left  the  society  $500.  At  the  quar- 
terly conference,  Jan.  16,  18S1,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  passed  : 

1st.  Whereas  God  in  his  all-wise  Prov- 
idence, has  removed  one  of  our  number, 
Bro.  Paul  Dean,  and  although  he  has  fallen 
in  a  good  old  age,  yet,  v.-e  feel  the  loss  to 
us  none  the  less,  as  regards  the  church  he 
loved.  He  was  ever  hopeful,  firm  in  pur- 
pose, wise  in  council  and  liberal  in  support. 
He  fully  adopted  these  beautiful  lines : 

For  her  my  tears  shall 
For  her,iny  prayers  abCt;in.l, 


To  her  my  toll  and  care  be  prlven 
Till  toil  and  care  Miall  end. 

2d.  We  deeply  feel  our  loss  in  the 
vacant  seat  in  our  church,  his  absence  in 
our  consultations,  and  his  kind,  cheerful 
and  helpful  words. 

3d.  That  we  liighly  appreciate  his  lib- 
eral bequest  for  the  benefit  of  the  ministry 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
shall  ever  cherish  in  grateful  remembrance 
and  highly  appreciate  his  liberal  bequest 
for  the  benefit  of  the  ministry  of  the  r^Ieth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  in  this  place.  Or- 
dered that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
forwarded  to  Sister  Dean. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Stewards, 
Church  Tabor,  IVesiding  Elder. 
C.       Seabury,  Secretary. 

The  church  has  a  meinbersliip  of  102 
members  and  25  probationers.  Most  the 
probationers  have  joined  during  the  past 
year.  The  congregations  are  larger  than 
at  any  other  time  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  I'he  first  organization  of  the 
Sabbath  school  was  about  1S20  or '21. 
The  first  school  had  one  teacher  for  the 
whole  school — Benjamin  Derrel.  vSome 
years  previous  to  this  they  had  made  it  a 
practice  of  teaching  the  children  from 
house  to  house.  Mrs.  Dr.  Scott  was,  no 
doubt,  the  first  one  in  town  to  be  engaged 
in  Sabbath  school  work,  though  it  was  not 
known  by  that  name.  The  school  has 
never  been  so  flourishing  as  to  day.  The 
largest  average  number  in  attendance  h.as 
been  reached  during  the  past  year.  The 
present  pastor  is  Robert  Sanderson;  Sab- 
bath school  superintendent,  William  S. 
Atkins,  whc  has  held  the  office  for  over 
15  years.  Stewards  of  the  church,  Allen 
Perry,  Alvah  Elmer,  William  S.  Atkins, 
D.  Reed,  M.  Seabury,  M.  J.  Stone,  S.  B. 
Blodgett,  Palmer  B.  Elmer;  organist, 
Harry  P.  W'hitticr;  chorister,  Herman 
Osgood. 

The  following  pastors  have  been  sta- 
tioned here  since  1824: 

1825,  E.  Ireson;  1S26.  Sargent  and 
Barker;  1S27,  Aspenwall  and  E.  J.  Scott; 
182S,  Foster  and  Peck;  1829,  Demming 
and  Page;  1830,  Cass  and  Manning  ;  1831, 
Cutler  and  Rust;  1832,  Cutler  and  Noyes  ; 
1833,  Sweatland  and  Scott;  1834,  Kellogg 
and  Worcester ;  1835,  Brown  and  Smith; 
1836,  Wells  and  Hill;  1837,  Wells  and 
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Farnham  ;  1838,  L.  Austin;  1839,  Lis- 
combe  ;  1S40,  James  Smith;  1841  and  '42, 
A.Gibson:  1843,  H.  Kendall ;  1844  and 
'45,  Z.  S.  Haines:  1S46  and  '47,  P.  Frost; 
1S48,  Swichcl;  1849,  W.  Scott;  1850, 
S.Aldrich;  1851,  H.  T.  Jones;  1852  and 
'53,  A.  L.  Cooper  ;  1854  and  '55,  D.  Packer  ; 
1856  and  '57,  I).  S.  Dexter;  1858  and  '59, 
P.  P.  Ray;  i860,  E.  Copeland  ;  1861.  C. 
Fales;  1862  and  "63,  F.  E.  King;  1864 and 
•65,  A.  Hitchcock  ;  1866  and  '6y,  D.  Willis  ; 
1868  and  '69,  L.  Hill ;  1870  and  '71,  J.  W. 
IJemis;  1872,  '73  and  '74,  W.  PL  Wight; 
1875,  '7*^  ^''"^  "77'  ^' •  Roberts  ;  1878  and 
^79,  I-L  F.  Forrest;  1880  and  '8i,  R.  San- 
derson. 

THE  ADVICXT  CHURCH 

in  this  town  dates  from  1843,  ^vhen  a  long 
series  of  meetings  were  held  by  Elder  Ship- 
man.    Till  1S5S,  there  was  no  organiza-  ' 
tion,  but  nieetings  were  held  .in  different  ! 
parts  of  the  town,  mainly  at  the  West  PI  ill  | 
and  at  Lower  Cabot,  where  the  church  was  ! 
organized  Peb.  16.   1858;  40  members; 
Nathan  Wheeler  and  Erasmus  L.  J]urnap, 
deacons,  and  M.  P.  Wallace,  scribe. 

Samuel  W.  Thurber  was  the  first  pastor, 
widely  known  in  this  vicinity  as  a  wide- 
awake preacher,  and  one  who  to  edify  his  i 
hearers,  did  not  spare  his  lungs.    He  was  | 
pastor  for  6  years,  since  wliich  the  church  | 
has  been  supplied  by  ministers  hired  from 
year  to  year,  among  whom  were  Rev.  H. 
Cantield,  Rev.  George  Child,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Hoyt  and  Rev.  Nathan  Wheeler.  •  Their 
meeting-house  was  built  in  1857,  mainly 
tlirough  the  efforts  and  means  of  Dr.  AL 
1'.  Wallace,  and  dedicated  January,  1858; 
sermon  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Plimes,  of  Boston, 
wlio  continued  to  hold  meetings  for  the 
next  4  weeks.    He  was  a  pleasant  speaker, 
thoroughly  engaged  in   his  labor.  The 
house  was  crowded  at  nearly  every  meet- 
ing.   The  other  churches  all  joined  in  the  , 
work,  and  a  deep  religious  interest  moved  1 
the  whole  town,  and  after  the  close  of  his  I 
labors,  meetings  were  held  at  diiTerent  lo- 1 
calities.    It  was  called  the  most  general  ! 
awakening  that  had  pervaded  th.e  tov/n ' 
since  1826,  and  about  150  converts  were  | 
added  to  the  different  churches,  many  of! 


whom  ha\e  proved  strong  helps  to  the 
churches  to  which  they  belong.  For  the 
past  few  years  this  church  has  suffered 
greatly  from  deaths  and  removals,  and  at 
present  tliey  have  preaching  but  one-half 
the  time. 

The  Sabbath-school  was  organized  be- 
fore the  church,  and  has  always  been  kept 
up;  the  largest  number  enrolled,  about  50, 
They  have  the  largest  library  of  any  Sab- 
bath-school in  town — 400  volumes,  and 
when  the  church  has  had  regular  preach- 
ing each  Sabbath,  there  has  been  a  good 
degree  of  interest  manifested  in  the  School. 

PHYSICIANS 

have  been,  and  are  now,  well  represented 
in  this  town  ;  men  who  have  stood  well  in 
their  profession. 

Dr.  Gersho.m  PjEARDSLEy  came  among 
the  very  early  settlers,  as  early  as  1790. 
The  physicians  have  been  in  the  order  of 
their  names:  (Tershom  }>eardsley,  Perlcy 
Scott,  Dyer  Pill,  Dr.  Haines,  Leonard 
Morgan,  Dr.  Pratt,  Z.  G.  Pangborn,  M.  P. 
Wallace,  D.  CL  Hubbard,  John  Doe,  Dan. 
Newcomb,  D.  M.  Goodwin,  S.  L.  Wiswall, 
J.  A.  Thompson,  Fred  Gale,  Dr.  Warren. 
Our  present  ph)  sicia)is  arc  I3rs.  Wallace 
and  WiswaP,  Gale  and  Warren. 

Dr.  AL  P.  Wallace  graduated  at  Han- 
over Aledical  College,  1842.  and  com- 
menced pra  lice  in  this  town  in  1S43 — ^^t; 
has  retired  from  general  practice,  but  is 
often  called  in  council. 

Dr.  S.  L.  Wiswall  graduated  at  Wood- 
stock Aledical  School,  and  after  practicing 
in  the  towns  of  Wolcott  and  Hydep^ark, 
came  to  this  tovvn  in  1862,  as  successor  to 
Dr.  Newcomb.  He  is  a  well-read  physi- 
cian, and  held  in  much  esteem  by  the  pro- 
fession. 

When  "Dr.  Bill"  was  the  only  prac- 
titioner in  town,  located  on  the  Plain,  a 
man  broke  his  thumb.  The  doctor  and  all 
the  neighbors  decided  that  amputation  was 
necessary.  The  Doctor  had  no  instru- 
ments, but  they  found  a  chisel  they  thought 
if  ground  up  to  an  edge  might  answer. 
The  chisel  was  ground,  the  man  laid  his 
hand  on  a  block,  tlie  Doctor  took  the 


I02 


VERMONT  riIST01> 


RICAL  MAGAZINE. 


chisel  and  hammer,  and  in  a  minute  the 
amputation  was  done. 

EPiUEMICS. 

Probably  the  worst  years  of  sickness 
this  town  e\'er  saw  were  1813  and  '14, 
when  the  spotted  fever  raged  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  nearly  every  family  in  town 
having  more  or  less  sick  ones,  and  in  some 
portions  of  the  town  there  were  not  well 
ones  enough  to  care  for  the  sick.  Not  un- 
frequently,  a  person  would  die  with  none 
but  the  members  of  their  own  family  pres- 
ent. The  old  tomb-stones  show  a  great 
number  of  deaths  that  year. 

Deacon  Clement  Coburn  died  of  the 
spotted  fever.  He  was  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  Congregational  ch.urch  in  his  town. 
He  lived  but  a  very  short  time  after  he  was 
taken.  No  one  taken  with  this  epidemic 
e.vpectcd  to  live,  it  was  so  fatal  and  violent 
in  the  tirst  seizure  of  its  \  ictims.  Says  the 
venerable  Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  of  Montpelier : 
Deacon  Stone  called  to  see  him  as  soon  as 
he  learned  he  was  sick,  to  minister  to  any 
wan.t  and  to  pray  with  him.  When  he 
must  leave  that  afternoon.  Deacon  Stone 
was  much  affected  at  parting  with  Dea. 
Coburn ;  he  had  been  a  good  and  fellow- 
laborer  by  his  side  in  the  house  of  worship, 
and  he  never  expected  to  see  him  alive 
again,  but  Dea.  Coburn,  in  the  midst  of 
his  suiTerings,  bade  him  good-bye  very 
calmly,  triumphantly  adding: 

"  My  saul  s)iall  F'ri'y  t'^i"  55ion  sU'.l, 
While  life  :u\d  breath  remains: " 

These  were  his  last  words  to  Deacon 
Stone,  to  which  Dea.  Stone  often  after  al- 
luded when  speaking  of  Dea.  Coburn  or  of 
that  calamitous  period. 

No  other  epidemic  prevailed  till  1841, 
when  the  canker-rash,  in  its  most  malig- 
nant fonn,  carried  off  a  great  many  chil- 
dren. 1S43  and  '44  are  remembered  as 
the  terrible  years  of  erysipelas.  The  toll- 
ing of  the  bell  saluted  the  .  ear,  and  the 
mournful  procession  greeted  the  eye,  al- 
most daily.  1863  and  '63  were  sad  years 
to  many  families,  from  the  ravages  of 
diphtheria. 

NxVTiVE  CLfiKGVMEX.— Congregational, 
John  F.  Stone,  Levi  H.  Stone,  James  P. 


Stone,  liarvey  iM.  Stone,  all  brothers; 
William  Scales,  l^benezer  Smith  ;  Chris- 
tians, Leonard  Wh.eeler,  Nathan  Wheeler, 
brothers ;  Methodists,  Zerah  Colburn, 
Augnstin  flopkins. 

Lawyers. — Theron  Howard,  J.  S.  Mar- 
ston,  Harlow  P.  Smith,  George  W.  Stone, 
John  McLean,  T.  P.  Fuller  and  J.P.l^un- 
son,  the  present  lawyer  of  the  town;  took 
his  academical  course  at  Johnson,  Vt.  ; 
read  law  with  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Gleed, 
of  Morrisville ;  came  to  this  town,  and 
commenced  practice  August,  i860,  during 
which  time  he  has  built  up  a  large  prac- 
tice, and  Is  one  of  the  leading  attorneys  in 
this  section. 

College  Graduates. — Oscar  F.  Dana, 
William  P2dgcrton,  William  Scales,  Eleazer 
J.  Marsh,  Charles  C.  Webster,  Charles  F. 
vStone. 

LOCAL  LTTERATURE. 

We  ha\'e  not  wasted  much  printer's  ink. 
I  find  bat  two  Cabot  publications,  apamph- 
i  let  by  Rev.  Henry  Jones,  in  1826,  that  is 
entitled  "An  Exposure  of  Free-Masonry," 
and  another  pam[)hlet,  written  by  Israel 
Cutting,  giving  an  account  of  a  law-suit 
between  himself  and  Orlando  Carter. 

A  large  number  of  newspapers  are  taken 
I  here,  and  local  items  are  well  contributed. 
Several  libraries  have  been  purchased  for 
the  town,  but  after  a  few  years  were  scat- 
tered, and  at  present  there  is  no  public  or 
circulating  librar)  in  town. 

MASONIC. 

GHEKN  JIOUNTAIX  LODGE,  CHAKTEKF.D  1S(3\ 

C/itir/e?'  J/iy/d'e/  s — A.  F.  Sprague,  B.  J. 
Lance,  G.  M.  \\\^bster,  W.  W.  Lyford, 
Rufus  Adams,  John  M.  Fisher,  N.  B. 
Rogers,  William  11.  Fletcher,  G.  W.  Clark, 
Edwin  Fisher,  A.  M.  Ruggles,  E.  C. 
Smith. 

Mrst  Officers  of  ihe  Lodi^c — Rufus  Ad- 
ams, W.  M.  ;  J.  M.  Fisher,  S.  W.  ;  A.  F. 
Sprague,  J.  W. ;  B.  J.  Lance,  Treasurer; 
Edwin  Fisher,  Secretary  ;  W.  H.  Fletcher, 
S.  D. ;  Joseph  Dow,  J.  D.  ;  G.  M.  Web- 
ster, Nathaniel  Perry,  Stewards;  N.  B. 
Rogers,  Tyler. 

Present  Officers— Q.  E.  Forbes,  W.  M. ; 
A.  E.  Dutton,  S.  W.  ;  N.  B.  Rogers,  J. 
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\V. ;  A.  T.  Duiant,  Treasuier ;  Hiram 
Wells,  Secretary ;  J.  G.  Pike,  S.  D. ;  C. 
C.  Eastman,  J.  L).  ;  \V.  W.  Buchanan, 
(ieorge  Gould,  Stewards  ;  Charles  French, 
Chaplain;  T.  O.  Parker,  Marshall;  T.  H. 
Lance,  Tyler. 

Highest  membership  reached,  104. 

TOWN  CLERKS  I788 — 1 88 1. 

Maj.  Lyman  Hitchcock,  first  town  clerk, 
held  the  ofiice  from  178S  to  1795,  when  he 
removed  from  town :  Dr.  Horace  Beards- 
ley,  1795;  Thomas  Osgood,  1796  to  1821, 
then  in  1823  to  1832,  with  the  exception 
of  1822,  when  Joseph  Fisher  held  the 
office,  an  unbrolcen  term  of  36  years,  when 
on  account  of  tlie  infirmities  of  age,  his 
son  Thomas  Osgood,  Jr.,  was  elected  in 
his  place  and  served  till  1S58,  a  term  of 
26  years,  when  from  consumption,  he  had 
to  resign  and  soon  after  died,  and  Allen 
Perry  was  clerk  to  iSj^  ;  Lucas  Herrick  to 
1S75  ;  Allen  Perry  re-elected  in  1875  i  ^'"'^■^ 
held  the  office  since,  making  6  town  clerks 
in  93  years.  The  records  were  kept  in  a 
clear,  plain  hand  and  are  all  remarkably 
well  preserved,  even  the  first  unbound  rec- 
ord, which  is  well  stitched  together  on  tlie 
back,  and  is  an  interesting  town  relic. 

SELECTMEN. 

Lieut.  Jonathan  Heath,  1788;  Lieut. 
Thomas  Lyford,  178S,  '91,  '92,  1843,  44! 
David  P)lanchard,  1788,  '89,  '90,  '94;  Ed- 
ward Chapman,  1789, '90;  Benjamin  Web - 
ster,  1790;  Samuel  Danforth,  1791,  92 
'93;  Lyman  Hitchcock,  1791,  '92,  '93; 
Capt.  James  Morse,  1793,  "94;  Jacob  Gil- 
man,  1794;  Fifield  Lyford,  1795.  ^96,  '98, 
1801  ;  Samuel  \Varner,  1795,  '96;  Joseph 
Fisher,  1797,  '98  '99,  iSoo,  '3,  '4,  "5,  '6,  '7, 
'8,  '10,  '11,  '12,  '13,  T4,  '15,  ^16,  '17,  '18, 
'19,  ^21, '22.  ^25,  '26,  '33,  -34;  JohnWhich- 
^797;  Reuben  Atkias,  1799,  1800; 
Oliver  W'albridge,  1799,  r8oo,  '1  ;  Clement 
Coburn,  1801  ;  Perlcy  Scott,  iSoi,  '2,  '22, 


23;  John  Edgerton,  1801  ;   Moses  Stone,  |  treasurer  was  elected.  Major  Lym.an  Hitch- 


1802,  '7  ;  Matthias  Stone,  1803 
■9-  '3^,  '33;  Enoch  Hoyt,  1803 

'11 


'4,  '5,  '6,  I  cock,  the  first  elected.  Mar.  9,  1789,  held 
'4,  '5,  '50,  j  the  office  to  Mar.  1792;  then  Lt.  Thomas 
"53.  '54t  '68;  John  Damon,  1806,  '10,  I  Lyford  from  1782  to  '94;  Thomas  Osgood, 
'13.  '15^  'i9/-0;\39'  4O'  '49.  1  1794  to  '95.  '97  to  1821,  '22  to  '39 — 42 
SO,  '51  ;  John  W.  Dana,  1807,  '8,  "9,  '13.  |  years ;  Jacob  Garland,  1795  to  97  ;  Joseph 
'16  to '22,  ^25  to '32,  in  all  16  years;   Jo- '  Fisher,  1821  to  '22;  Marcus  O.  Fisher 


seph  Blanchard,  1808, '9;  Joseph  Coburn.  \ 
1810;  Leonard  Orcutt,  1812,  '21  to  '31,  '33  i 
to  *37,  '43  to  '46,  18  years  in  all;   John  | 
Slone,  1814, '16, '17  ;  David  Haiiies,  1015,  I 
'27,^28, '38;  Anthony  I'erry,  1820  ;  Eben-  ! 
ezcr  Smith,  1823,  '39,  '41  :  Nath.ni  Wheel- 
er,  1824;    'I'ri.stam  C.  Hoyt,  1829,  '31, 
'32;  Hugh  Wilson,  1830,  '31, '42  ;    Caleb  | 
Fisher,  1832,  '41,  '42,  '43  to  '48,  '54,  62,  i 
'63,  II  years;  Jeremiah  Atkins,  1835,  '36,  1 
'40,  "52,  *53 ;   W^illiam  Lance,  1835, '45;  | 
John  A.  Adams,  1836,'  37,  ^38  ;  Alpha  Web-  ■ 
ster,  1837,  '38,  '49;  .Milton  Fisher,  1837, 
'59,  "60  ;  Stephen  Hoyt,  1840,  "58,  '59  ;  Oli- 
ver C.  Warner,  1841  ;  Timothy  P.  Fuller. 
1842;  Daniel  Gould,  1846, '47,  "53  ;  Jacob 
Way,  1846,  47  '48  ;  M.  O.  Fisher,  1848,  '49, 
'52  ;  Jewett  Walbridge,  1840,  ''56,  '57  ;  Jos. 
Lance,  1849;  l^aul  Dean,  1850,  '51  ;  Geo. 
W.  Stone,  1851;  George  H.  I'aigc,  i85.<, 
^55;   ^L  P.  Wallace.  1855,  Yh,  '66,  '67, 
'68,  '78,  '79,  '80;   Rufus  Adams,  1855; 
Allen  Perry,  1856,  '57;  John  Clark,  183S; 
Peter  Lyford,  185S;   Joseph  Lloyt,  i860, 
'61  ;  Robert  L.ance,  1S60;  S.  W.  O.sgood, 
1861,  '63,  '65  ;  B.  F.  Scott,  1861,  '62^  04; 
James  Atkins,  1862,  '63;    B.  W.  Marsh, 
1864;  John  H.  Damon,  1S65  ;  N.  K.  Ab- 
bott, 1865;  C.  M.  Seabury,  1866;  Or-^on 
Kimball,  1S66,  '69,  '70;    E.  D.  L'utnam, 
1867;  William  P.  W'hittier,  1867,  ^68, '71 , 
'74;   George  W.  Payne,   1869,  '70,  "'72; 
Lucius  Her-ick,  1870,  "71, '72,  '75,  '76,  77, 
78:  Rolana  B.  Bruce,  1871;    N.  K.  Ab- 
bott, 1872,  '73;       T.  Hopkins,  1873,  '74, 
76,  "77  ;  C.  C.  Perry,  1873  ;  Roswell  Laird, 
1874,  '75,  76,  77;    S.  L.  W^iswall,  1878, 
'80  ;  George  L.  Paige,  1879  ;  George  Gould, 
1879,  '81;    Ijeniis    Pike,   1880;  Hiram 

I  Wells,   1S81;    Charles  AL  Fisher,  iSSr. 

I  In  1831,  five  selectmen 'were  elected  and 

i  served. 

I  TOWN  TREASURERS. 

I     At  the  first  town  meeting  in  1788,  no 
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from  1839  to  '41  ;  Thomas  Osgood,  Jr., 
from  1841  to '48,  and  1850  to  "58;  Henry 
Russell,  from  1S48  to  '50;  Allen  Perry, 
from  185S  to  '7-t  from  '73  to  74  ;  John  A. 
Farrington,  fi  om  1S72  to  "73  ;  Milton  f^ishcr 
from  1874  to  th.e  present,  188 1. 

repri:se>:tativi:s. 
In  this  department  of  town  ofilcers  the 
record  does  not  commence  until  1795. 
From  tradition  we  leain  Lieut.  Thomas 
LyJord  was  town  representative  in  1791, 
but  for  some  reasoji  did  not  attend  the 
Legi.slature.  Sept.  1792,  Janics  Morse. 
Esq.,  was  elected,  and  after  liis  election, 
his  wifevspun  the  flax  and  made  the  cloth 
from  wliich  he  had  a  pair  of  new  trousers'" 
to  wear  to  the  Legislature,  v.hich  met  at 
Rutland,  Oct.  11.  'I'he  day  before  he  was 
to  start,  he  killed  a  lamb,  and  his  wife 
cooked  "lunching"'  to  last  him  through 
his  journey.  With  his  new  trousers  on, 
and  his  pack  on  his  shoulders,  he  made 
his  way  by  marked  trees  a  large  portion  of 
tlie  way  ro  Ruthnd  and  back  on  foot.  The 
session  lasted  26  days.  It  is  said  he  was 
an  inveterate  sm.oker,  and  that  some  wag 
drew  his  picture  on  the  fence  with  his  pipe 
in  his  mouth  and  pack  on  his  back,  and 
over  it  in  large  letters,  "Going  to  Rut- 
land!" It  being  put  on  with  red  chalk, 
remained  on  the  fence  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Sept.  1795,  the  inhabitants  were  notified 
to  bring  in  their  votes  at  the  school-house 
on  the  Hazen  road,  for  representative,  and 
also  for  governor,  lieut.  governor,  treasurer 
and  councillors. 

Samuel  Warner  was  elected  representa- 
tive, and  Thomas  Chittenden  had  1 8  votes 
for  governor  ;  Isaac  Tichenor  had  5  ;  Paul 
Brigham  had  16  votes  for  lieut,  governor; 
Samuel  Mattocks  had  12  votes  tor  treas- 
urer. Political  feeling  had  begun  to  spring 
up  in  town;  5  persons  had  allied  them- 
selves with  the  Federal  party.  The  Leg- 
islature this  year  met  at  Windsor,  with  a 
session  of  20  days.  Saniucl  Wai  ner  was 
representative  in  1796,  '97  ;  Horace  liean.'.s- 
ley,  1798-1800;  Joseph  Fisiier,  1799-1801 
-'5-'9-'ii-"i2- 14 ;  John  W.  Dana,  1804- 
'7-^18- 1 9-' 20-^36;  Perley   Scott,  1S06; 


John  Damon,  1808;  '13;  David  Haines, 
iSi5-'i6-'i7 ;  i:noch  Hoyt,  1821  ;  Jere- 
miah Labcock,  1822- 23- 24-''25-'26-'27- 
-'28-29;  Anthony  Perry,  1829-30-31; 
Nathan  Wheeler,  1832-33-^34;  Oliver  A. 
Warner,  1S35- 36;  Jeremiah  Atkins,  1837 
-'38  ;  Robert  Lance,  1 839-^40  ;  Alpha  Web- 
ster, i84i-'42;  Salem  Goodenough,  1844; 
Allen  Perry,  i846-'47 ;  Thomas  Lyford, 
1848-49 ;  Daniel  Gould,  1850-51;  John 
McLean,  1853-54;  Matthew  P.Wallace, 
1855-56;  Lenjamin  F.  Scott,  1857-58; 
Roswell  Farr,  i859-"6o;  Ouinton  Cook, 
1861-62  ;  Edwin  Fisher,  1 863-' 64  ;  Valorus 
W.  Hale,  1866-^68;  George  W.  Paine, 
1869:  Theron  H.  Larice,  i870-'72;  Na- 
thaniel K,  Abbott,  1874;  George  M.  Web- 
ster, 1876;  True  A.  Town,  1878;  George 
Gould,  1880. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  first  overseer  of  the  poor  elected 
was  Daniel  Smith,  jn    1822;   in  1824, 
"  V^otcd  not  to  elect  an  overseer  of  the 
poor.''    There  is  no  record  of  any  other 
election  till  1831,  when  John  Damon  was 
elected  to  s'd  office.    It  appears  from  the 
records  that  from  that  time  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  had  the  charge  of  the  poor 
until  1838,  when  Oliver  A.  Warner  was 
elected,  and  held  i  year.    Then  Ebenezer 
Smith  was  overseer  from  1839  to  *-^o ;  Jer- 
emiah Atkins,  1S40  to  '41  ;  Caleb  Fisher, 
'41  to  '42;  Marcs  O.  Fisher,  '42  to  '43; 
Erasmus  L.  Burnap,  '43  to  '44 ;  Jacob 
Way,  '44  to  '45  ;  Benjamin  F.  Scott,  '45  to 
'49;  selectmen,  '49  to  '50;  Milton  Fisher, 
'50  to  '56,  '60  to  '6j  ,  '64  to  '65  ;  Jewett  Wal- 
bridge,  '56  to  '58  ;  George  Rogers,  '58  to 
'60 ;  Nathaniel  Coburn,  '61  to  '64;  Cor- 
nelius Smith,  '65  to  '66;  Anson  Coburn, 
'66  to  '67  ;  Israel  Smith,  '67  to  '69;  Ros- 
well Laird,  '69  to  '70;  George  H.  Paige, 
i  '70  to  '72  ;  Thomas  Lyford,  '72  to  '73 ; 
I  Charles  M.  f^isher,  '73  to  '82.  Twenty-one 
I  persons  have  served  the  town  as  over- 
I  seers  of  the  poor,  and  no  duty  devolves  on 
I  a  ci»vilized  and  Christian  community  so 
j  sacred  and  im].^erative  as  the  proper  care 
j  and  support  of  those  W'ho  cannot  take  care 
1  of  themselves. 
I 


I 


i 


I 
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The  common  course  of  this  town  until 
1849  was  to  dispose  of  the  town's  poor  to 
those  wiib  would  agree  to  keep  them  for 
the  least  money,  and  by  this  means  they 
too  often  fell  into  the  hands  of  unfit  per-, 
sons,  as  those  who  took  them  intended  to 
make  a  profit  out  of  it.  Awakened  to  a 
sense  of  the  impropriety,  not  to  say  the  in- 
humanity, of  such  a  course,  the  town  in 
1848  voted  to  elect  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase a  poor-farm  and  stock  for  it,  and  to 
use  so  much  of  the  surplus  fund  as  was 
necessary  for  such  a  purciiase ;  Joseph 
Lance,  Jacob  Way,  Joseph  Hoyt,  were  the 
committee.  At  the  next  Marcli  meeting 
the  committee  reported  tiiey  had  pur- 
chased the  present  town  farm  for  $1310, 
stock,  tools,  etc.,  for  $6],y,Sg.  In  1S55 
a  commodious  house  was  built.  The  town 
has  since  been  generally  fortunate  in  its 
aij^ents  to  take  charge  of  the  farm.  It  is 
now  managed  by  John  Thomas  and  wife, 
^who  spare  no  pains  for  the  comfort  of  the 
inmates.  As  a  general  thing  the  town  has 
been  very  fortunate,  too,  as  to  its  number 
of  paupers ;  perhaps  as  niuch  so  as  any 
town  in  the  State.  We  have  at  present  6 
boarders  at  town  farm  ;  3  at  the  Insane 
As}  lum  at  Brattleboro,  and  2  paupers  away 
from  the  farm. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 

James  Morse,  the  first  justice  in  the 
town,  received  his  appointment  in  1792; 
Lyman  Hitchcock  was  the  next;  in  1795, 
Thomas  Osgood  ;  in  1796,  Samuel  Win  ner  ; 
and  from  this  time  the  number  increased, 
each  representative  thinking  he  must  ap- 
point a  good  share  of  his  constituents  until 
1823,  when  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
town  setting  forth  that  so  large  a  number 
tended  to  lessen  the  dignity  attached  to 
i.'tc  olfice,  and  as  a  consecjuence,  none  of 
il-eni  would  fit  themselves  for  the  position 
.IS  they  should.  Therefore,  they  requested 
t>;c  legislature  not  to  appoint  more  than 
4  justices  for  the  town,  and  that  6  was 
cnougli  for  any  town.    For  a  few 


years 

request  was  complied  with,  but  grad- 


ually we  began  to  return  to  the  old  custom, 
"iTid  in  1840,  13  justices  were  appointed  by 
•die  re[)resentative,  viz.  :  Leonard  Orcutt, 
Marcus  O.  Fisher,  Anthony  Perry,  John 


Damon,  Thomas  Osgood,  Jr.,  Alpha  Web- 
ster, Wm.  Hoit,  JohnR.  Putnam,  Rosv/ell 
Farr,  Jas.  M.  Hanis,  Jerry  Atkins,  O.  A. 
Warner,  Joseph  Preston,  and  the  number 
some  years  would  go  much  higher  than 
this,  even  as  high  as  25.  It  run  in  this 
way  until  1850,  when  the  number  v;as 
fixed  by  law  at  7  for  this  town,  when 
Thomas  Osgood,  Alpha  Webster,  M.  P. 
Wallace,  J.  R.  Putnam,  M.  O.  Fisher, 
Wm.  E.  Waldo,  John  A.  Adams",'  were 
elected.  This  same  board  were  continued 
in  office  wliile  they  lived,  as  a  general 
thing.  When  there  was  a  vacancy,  a 
younger  man  was  elected  to  fill  the  place. 
M.  P.  Wallace  is  the  only  one  living  of 
the  first  board  elected  by  the  people.  Tlie 
present  board,  18S1,  are  iM.  P.  W'allace, 
T.  H.  Lance,  J.  M.  Fisher,  N.K.  Abbott, 
R.  B.  Bruce,  G.  W.  Paine,  Bemis  Pike. 

COUNT V  OFFICERS. 

Assistant  Judges  of  Caledonia  Counfy 
Court. — Hon.  John  W.  Dana;  Hon.  Mar- 
cus O.  Fisher,  1836  to  '39, 

Nigh  S/ieriff.—] OS.  Preston,  1844,  '45. 

S^ate-  St-nators. — Hon.  John  McLean, 
1849,  '50;  Hon.  George  H.  Page,  1852  to 
'55;  Hon.  E.  D.  Putnam,  1858,  '59;  Hon. 
M.  P.  Wallace.  1864. 

Stater's  Attornc)-. — J.  P.  Lamson,  Esq., 
1866  to  '68. 

County  Coinuiissioncr. — J.  M.  Fisher, 
(S75  to  '77- 

PorULATIOX   BY  CENSUS. —  I79I,  122; 

1800,  349 ;  1810,  886;  1820,  1032;  1830, 
1304;  1840,  1440;  1850,  1356;  i860,  1315; 
1870,  1279. 

3  suicides  in  town  ;  4  persons  drov/ncd  ; 
no  murder. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Dolofl'  broke 
into  Dana's  store,  stole  a  gun,  a  bar  of 
iron  and  all'  the  ram  he  could  drink ;  got 
so  drunk  he  could  not  get  away ;  he  was 
sent  to  prison  and  died  there. 

CABOT'S  BEAR  STORY. 

[From  a  sketch  of  the  olden  time  so 
choicely  wTitten  we  would  be  better  pleased 
had  we  room  to  give  the  v/hole. — Ed.] 

Two  humble  log-cabins  in  the  heart  of 
the  great  wilderness  was  the  beginning  of 


the  town  of  Cabot;   for  miles 


every 
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direction  there  were  no  signs  of  civiliza- 
tion; but  there  on  West  Hill,  where  David 
Lyford  and  his  neighbor  Blanchard  had 
built  their  iiide  dwellings.  Mr.  Blanchard's 
family  was  himself,  his  wife  and  2  children, 
David  Lyford's,  himself  and  his  v.ife  Ju- 
dith. The  Lyford  and  IJlanchard  cabins 
stood  not  more  than  30  rods  apart,  facing 
each  other,  on  opposite  sides  of  a  swamp, 
through  which  a  narrow  foot-path  led  from 
one  to  the  other.  At  the  end  of  each 
cabin,  partly  in  tliC  rear,  was  also  a  barn, 
built  of  logs. 

It  was  the  third  birth-day  of  this  settle- 
ment ;  each  had  cleared  away  several  acres 
from  around  his  buildingS;  and  earned  suf- 
ficient for  the  subsistence  of  his  family. 
Both  had  been  fortunate  and  had  suffered 
no  losses  but  some  slight  damage  to  their 
crops  of  corn  by  the  bears.  The  men 
often  saw  them  in  the  woods,  and  it  was 
no  uncommon  experience  for  the  two  to 
go  out  hunting  in  company,  and  return  in 
an  hour  willi  a  dead  benr  slung  between 
them,  and  fresh  bear-ti-acks  v/ould  be  seen 
every  morning  at  some  seasons  of  the  year 
about  the  hou.se  and  barn.  Ikit  our  men 
were  iiiured  to  peril  and  toil  by  early  train- 
ing; and  their  wi\  es  wore  not  a  whit  infe- 
rior to  them. 

One  drizzly  day  in  August,  just  after 
David  Lyford  and  liis  wife  had  finished 
their  dinner  of  hasty-pr.dding  and  milk, 
JNIrs.  Lyford  laid  her  wooden  spoon  back 
into  the  squash-shell  bowl,  and  said  : 

"What  are  you  going  to  do  this  after- 
noon, David  ?■' 

"  I  was  thinking  of  going  to  work  in  the 
burnt  piece.'' 

"It's  too  wet  for  that;  why  not  break 
the  flax?  I  will  hatchel  it,  and  then  I  can 
go  on  with  ray  spinning. 

"  Well,  perhaps  that  is  best.  These  old 
clothes  are  almost  gone,  and  I  must  have 
some  new  ones  ;"  and  David  rose  from  the 
table  and  went  out. 

His  wife  cleared  away  the  dishes,  and  | 
was  soon  ready.     It  v,-as  last  year's  flax;  j 
had  been  "  rotted during  the  v/inter  and  | 
spring,  gathered  up,  tied  in  bundles  and 
laid  away  in  the  barn  till  David  could  find 
time  to  break  it. 


David  went  to  the  barn  to  '*  unlumber" 
his  flax-break.    The  sun  came  out ;  so  he  ' 
carried  the  "break''  to  the  corner  of  the 
house,  and  brought  a  bundle  of  flax  from 
the  barn. 

The  "break"  was  a  sort  of  wooden  mal- 
let, on  a  long  wooden  frame,  or  "  horse.'" 
The  long,  thin,  parallel  handles  of  the 
mallet  were  pivoted  into  the  end  of  the 
frame,  and  when  the  machine  was  at  rest, 
these  blade-lik€  "handles"  lay  lapped  be- 
tween other  blades,  which  were  set  edge 
upward  firmly  along  the  top  of  the  frame. 
When  the  machine  was  at  work,  the  two 
sets  of  wooden  blades  played  upon  eacl) 
otlier  with  every  lift  and  fall  of  the  mallet, 
very  much  like  the  opposite  edges  of  a 
pair  of  very  large  and  very  dull  shears. 
Every  stalk  of  flax  that  was  caught  be- 
tween, had  its  back  effectually  broken,  and 
was  rendered  very  limp  and  soft. 

Taking  a  wisp  of  flax  in  his  left  hand, 
the  fanner  thrust  it  into  the  break,  and 
with  his  right,  brought  down  the  mallet 
with  heavy  thumps.  By  the  time  his  wife 
had  brought  ihc  hatchel  from  neiglil^or 
l)lanchard's,  David  had  quite  a  pile  of 
l)roken  flax.  David  fastened  the  hatchel 
on  a  stump,  within  a  few  feet  of  where  he 
was  at  work,  and  Judith,  seizing  a  quantity 
of  broken  flax,  laid  it  over  the  end  of  an 
upright  board,  and  with  a  long  wooden 
knife  or  swi  \gle,  beat  the  fibei's,  to  clear 
away  the  greater  part  of  the  bark  and 
"  sliAfer,"  and  the  swingling  finished,  she 
began  to  hatchel  the  flax.  Holding  a  hand- 
ful firmly  by  cne  end,  raising  and  striking 
the  other  end  down  on  the  long,  glittering 
teeth  of  the  hatchel,  drawing  the  flax 
towards  her,  to  comb  o\it  the  rest  of  the 
woody  particles,  leaving  only  the  soft, 
yellow^-tii)ted  flax  ready  for  the  spinning- 
wheel. 

I  can  fancy  just  how  the  worthy  couple 
looked,  in  their  old-time  habilinicnts,  as 
they  stood  there  bare-headed,  in  front  of 
their  cottage  of  logs— he  plying  the  break 
with  steady  stroke  ;  she  striking  the  flax 
down,  and  drawing  it  through  the  long 
teeth  of  the  hatchel,  preparing  the  raw 
linen  for  the  wheel  and  loom.  Hour  after 
hour  they  continued  their  work,  as  cheer- 


■  •  CAl: 

'      fully  as  if  theirs  was  the  iiappiest  lot  in  j 
i      the  world.    Suddenly  David  spoke  out,  | 
-  Hark  !  wliat  is  thai  ? 

"I  did  not  hear  anything  ;  what  did  you 

■  think  you  heard?  " 

"I  thought  I  heard  a  bear  right  here  in 
;      the  swamp,"  said  he,  pointing  down  the 
path  that  lead  to  Blanchard's. 

*'I  guess  not,"  replied  his  wife,  after 
they  had  listened  a  minute  or  two  and 
heard  nothing.  "  I  don't  think  a  bear 
:  would  come  so  near  in  the  daytime.'- 
"Weil,  perhaps  1  was  mistaken, replied 
David  ;  and  the  two  went  on  with  their 
work. 

More  than  half  the  afternoon  was  gone 
when  they  finished  the  flax.  Mrs.  Lyford 
carried  it  into  the  house  and  laid  it  away 
until  she  could  spin  it,  and  leaving  tlie 
plank-door  of  the  house  wide  open  went 
out  where  David  was.  '*  While  you  are 
putting  the  breaks  aw  ay,"  she  said,  "  1  will 
carry  the  hatchel  home ;"  and  started 
across  the  swamp,  singing  as  she  went. 

Mrs.  Lyrord  was  a  strong,  and  very  ac- 
tive woman,  and  always  in  good  spirits. 
As  soon  as  she  return.ed  the  hatchel  she 
turned  back  through  tlie  swamp  honie. 
The  swamp  was  really  a  bit  of  forest ; 
large  trees  and  the  bushes  on  either  side 
of  the  narrow  foot-path  were  very  thick, 
t  About  half  way  home,  passing  a  short 
bend  in  the  path,  she  found  herself  within 
arm's  length  of  a  cub-bear,  weigliing  per- 
haps 15  or  20  pounds.  At  the  same  mo- 
irient,  through  the  bushes,  she  caught  a 
;  glimpse  of  the  old  bear  and  another  cub 
not  3  rods  distant. 

Most  women  would  have  run,  but  the 
i>ight  of  a  bear,  or  even  two  bears,  more 
or  less,  had  no  such  effect  upon  Judith 
Lyford.    Not  in  the  least  intimidated,  and 
obeying  a  kind  of  deliant  impulse,  she 
I    snatched  up  the  cub  by  the  hind  legs  and 
run.    The  cub  squealed,  and  began  to 
scratch  and  bite  so  vigorouisly,  she  swung 
hnn  into  her  stout  tow  apron  ;  but  without 
•    -^topping,  gathered  both  arms  around  him, 
I    and  kept  on  at  her  utmost  speed.  She 
|:    ht-ard  the  old  bear  crashing  tiu-ough  the 
I    bushes  behind  her,  and  knew  unless  she 
I    (Iropped  the  cub,  she  would  have  to  run 
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j  a  desiderate  race,  but  had  no  int^ention 
I  of  giving  up  her  game.  The  same  impulse 
that  had  imi)elled  her  to  seize  the  cub,  im- 
pelled her  to  keep  it ;  and  keep  it  she  did. 
With  almost  superhuman  speed  she  dashed 
along  the  path,  conscious  the  furious  beast 
behind  was  gaijiing  on  her  every  leap. 
She  reached  tlie  house,  dartini:'  throu<rh, 
the  open  doorway,  flung  the  cub  from  her 
arms,  swung  the  plank  door  to,  and  drop- 
ped the  levei-wood  bar  into  its  socket, 
none  too  soon.  Sc.uxely  was  the  bar  in 
place,  when  the  enraged  mother- bear  threw 
her  great  weight  against  the  door  outside. 
Ikit  the  door  had  been  made  for  such  an 
emergency,  and  stood  as  a  rock  against  all 
the  brute's  eiTovts. 

•  The  cub,  as  sooii  as  liis  captor  dropped 
him,  darted  into  a  corner  of  the  room, 
where  he  kept  up  his  cries,  rendering  the 
old  bear  more  frantic  every  moment. 

David  had  just  put  away  his  flax-break, 
and  was  coming  out  of  the  barn,  when  his 
wife  approached  the  house,  ruiuiing  her 
singular  race.  I  imagine  his  astonishment 
as  he  caught  a  glhnpse  of  her  darting  In  at 
the  door,  with  a  fully-grown  bear  not  a 
rod  behind  her. 

Dropping  the  pitch-fork  in  his  hand,  he 
ran  to  the  window  behind  the  hou.se. 
Quick  though  he  was,  Judith  v/as  there  be-' 
fore  him,  ready  to  pass  the  gun,  always 
loaded  for  insta  it  use.  A  moment  later 
David  was  at  the  front  corner  of  the  house. 
The  bear  was  so  frantic  to  break  through 
the  door  and  reach  her  cub,  she  did  not 
see  David ;  one  well-directed  sliot  laid  her 
dead.  The  whole  arTair  was  o\  er  in  scarcely 
five  minutes  between  Judith's  capture  of 
the  cub  and  David's  shot  that  killed  its 
dam  at  the  door. 

The  cub  in  the  house  soon  shared  the 
same  fate,  and  I3avid  went  to  the  swamp 
to  find  the  other,  but  that  had  taken  alarm 
and  escaped. 

Mrs.  Lyford  lived  many  years  afterward 
in  the  same  neighborhood,  long  enough 
not  only  to  see  the  wilderness  disai.ipear, 
but  to  raise  a  large  family  of  children,  to 
whom  she  often  related  her  droll  but  dan- 
gerous adventure.    The  above  particulars 
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were  furnished  me  byoneof  her  sons,  who 
still  lives  in  St.  Johnsbury. 

David  Lyford  lived  wliere  Daniel  Kim- 
ball now  lives,  and  Bianchard  where  Caleb 
Noyes  lives ;  the  swamp  spoken  of  is  the 
low  laud  between  the  two  places.  Mrs. 
Lyford  was  the  mother  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Stephen  Hoyt. 

TEMI'EKANCE  SOCIETIES.' 

The  first  temperance  society  was  organ- 
ized in  1826,  through  the  efforts  of  Rev. 
Henry  Jones.  It  was  rather  conservative 
in  its  regulations  and  requirements  of  its 
members.  Perhaps  whisky  having  been 
used  so  lung  as  a  comio.on  beverage,  it  was 
thought  best  not  to  break  olT  too  short  on 
the  start;  not  to  stop  too  sudden,  as  the 
reaction  might  be  hurtful. 

It  was  not  a  total  abstinence  society,  but 
simply  required  of  its  member.s  to  keep  an 
account  of  the  number  of  times  they  drank 
during  the  month,  and  report  at  the  next 
monthly  meeting.  This  society  kept  up 
its  organization  5  years. 

In  183 1  a  total  abstinence  society  was 
organized.  No  records  of  this  society  are 
to  be  found. 

In  1842,  Feb.  16,  a  society  was  formed 
at  Lower  Cabot,  of  which  a  record  was 
kept:  Benj.  F.  Scott,  president ;  James 
M.  Harris,  vice  president;  John  McLean, 
secretary;  Xi.  P.  Wallace,  Eben  Smith, 
Jr.,  A.  T.  Gibson,  committee.  The  pledge  I 
was  iron  clad,  guarded  at  every  point,  and 
it  took  a  wide  scope,  and  persons  signed 
the  pledge  from  every  part  of  the  to^vn. 
Meetings  were  held  in  nearly  every  school- 
house  in  town,  and  the  records  show  they 
were  very  interesting;  membership,  196: 
and  yet,  after  a  few  months  it  appears  to 
have  lost  .somewhat  of  its  salt ;  towards 
the  last  record  the  secretary  closes  up  with 
the  doleful  exclamation,  "Meeting  thinly 
attended.  Alas,  poor  Yorick !  alas!  Are 
the  people  all  drunk? 

Since  this  there  have  been  different  tem  - 
pera nee  organizations  in  town,  but  at 
present  the  work  is  princij)ally  looked  1 
after  by  the  Good  Templars,  of  which  we 
have  a  full  history,  written  by  one  of  the 
members. 


THE  GOOD  templars'  LODGE 

was  organized  in  Cabot,  Aug.  1864,  with 
Rev.  S.  F.  Drew,  pastor  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  as  its  presiding  officer,  and 
19  charter  members  ;  first  officers  :  S.  F. 
Drew,  W.  C.  T. ;  Mrs.  Edwin  Fisher, 
W.  v.-  T. ;  \Vm.  Atkins,  W.  S.  ;  Miss 
Lucy  Ray,  W.  A.  S. ;  Wm.  Gould  ;  W.  F. 
S. ;  Mrs.  O.  L.  Hoyt,  W.  A.  M.  ;  Moses 
Haines,  W.  C. ;  Miss  Olive  Stone,  W.  I. 
G. ;  R.  A.  Gunn,  W.  O.  G. ;  Miss  Abbie 
Hoyt,  W.  R.  H.  S.;  Miss  Levina  Gould, 
W.  L.  H.  S.;  O.  L.  Hoyt,  P.  W.  C. 
T. ;  William  Atkins,  L.  D.  The  other 
first  members  were  F.  G.  Hoyt,  Allen 
Walbridge,  N.J.  Mason  and  George  Dow. 
The  first  3  meetings  were  held  at  the  vil- 
lage hall ;  the  next  6  with  Mrs.  Roxana 
Hoyt,  at  the  Lower  village ;  then  the  Ma- 
sonic hall  was  rented  2  years,  and  after, 
the  hall  of  Mr.  John  Brown  for  5  years, 
which  is  still  used. 

In  1866,  the  Lodge  chamber  was  hand- 
somely fitted  up,  and  fiirnishcd  with  a 
good  organ,  and  everything  spoke  a  deep 
interest  in  the  temperance  work.  Among 
those  who  early  interested  themselves  in 
this  work  were  the  families  of  Rev.  S.  F. 
Drew,  Wm.  Atkins,  Dea.  Hoyt,  Cornelius 
Smith,  Rev.  Alson  Scott,  Edwin  Fislier, 
]l.  W.  INIarsh,  O.  L.  Hoyt,  Geo.  Gould, 
Chester  Walker,  Wm.  Abbott,  J.  W.  Far- 
rington  and  wi'  %  L)r.  L.  S,  Wiswail,  Henry 
and  Isaac  Hills,  Dea.  Edward  Haines, 
Luke  and  Ira  Fisher,  Wm.  Fletcher,  Rev. 
P.  N.  Granger,  Mrs.  Allen  Perry,  I\Irs. 
Enoch  Putnam,  Mrs.  Swan,  many  of 
the  members  of  the  families  of  Horace 
Haines,  Dea.  N.  K.  Abbott,  Daniel  Gould, 
Frederick  McDuffee,  etc.,  besides  many 
other  families  and  individuals  in  town  and 
in  the  surrounding  towns,  and  special 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  untiring 
zeal  of  Wm.  Gould,  who  went  out  from 
us ;  entered  the  "legal  profession";  now 
resides  in  California  ;  for  his  name  not  only 
stands  high  among  the  members  of  the 
I  "  bar,''  but  he  has  done,  and  is  yet  doing, 
a  good  work  in  the  temperance  reform  in 
that  State.  His  wife  is  also  Right  Worthy 
Grand  Vice  Templar  of  the  world. 
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Only  27  deaths  have  occurred  diirhig 
these  17  years,  strengthening  the  old 
adage,  "cold  water  brings  health  as  well 
as  wealth.*' 

At  tlie  decease  of  Ira  Fisher,  he  left  the 
Lodge  $400,  the  interest  of  which  was  to 
be  used  by  them  as  long  as  they  held  their 
charter ;  but  should  they  at  any  time  sur- 
render this,  the  fund  should  go  to  the 
Congregational  church  of  this  place,  of 
which  he  was  a  constant  attendant. 

The  old  members  went,  and  new  ones 
came  in  to  take  their  places.  None  of  the 
charter  members  are  left  now,  "Si,  but  tlie 


tract  of  land,  and  began  as  before  stated. 
In  March,  he  made  preparation  for  his  50- 
mile  journey  into  the  wilderness.  It  took 
but  a  short  time — his  effects  were  few  ;  his 
vehicle  for  travel  a  hand-sled  ;  they  had  5 
children,  upon  the  back-end  of  this  sied  ; 
he  extemporized  a  cover  and  beneath  it  he 
placed  two  of  his  children  too  young  to 
travel  on  foot.  Abel,  a  lad  9  years  of  age, 
had  to  assist  his  father  in  propelling  the 
sled,  which  he  did  with  a  pointed  stick, 
pushing  behind,  while  Lydia,  a  little  girl, 
traveled  along  with  her  mother  on  foot, 
who  carried  her  youngest  child,  an  infant. 


Lodi^e  exists,  and  has  never  failed  to  hold  I  in  her  arms.    In  this  way  did  the  young 


its  meetings  regularly  every  \veek.  The 
present  officers  are  :  Rev.  R.  Sanderson, 
\V.  C.  T. ;  Mrs.  Hiram  Wells,  W.  V.  T.  ; 
Miss  Sadie  Willie,  W.  S.  ;  Miss  Mattie 
Haines,  W.  A.  S.  ;  Murtin  Wells,  W.  F. 
S.  5  Miss  iAjinnie  Haines,  W.  T. ;  Hermon 
Rogers,  W.  M. ;  Miss  Belle  Paquin,  W. 
D.  M.;  Henry  Hills,  W.  C. ;  Miss  Etta 
Gerry,  W.  I.  G. ;  Wnxle  Town,  W.  O.  G. 
Mrs.  Henry  Hills,  W.  R.  H.  S.  ;  Mrs.  Wm. 
Bichanan,  W.  L.  H.  S.  ;  Mrs.  P.  Gurney, 
r.  W.  C.  T.  ;  Henry  Hills,  L.  D.  We 
know  much  good  is  being  done  by  this  or- 
ganization throughout  die  world,  and  we 
believe  oiif  Lodge  has  done  its  part  in  the 
great  work. 

NATHANIEL  W^EBSTER. 

Ouite  a  lengthy  and  very  interesting 
genealogical  local  record  of  this  venerable 
pioneer  and  family  has  been  received  from 
Hon.  Charles  C.  Webster  of  Redwing, 
Minn.,  his  grandson,  and  a  former  resi- 
dent of  this  town,  which  we  regret  we 
have  not  space  to  publish  ;  but  will  make 
som.e  extract  from  it.  Mention  has  been 
made  of  Mr.  W.  in  the  former  part  of 
these  papers. 

He  was  born  1753,  in  Old  Chester,  N. 
H.  Ser\ed  several  years  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army  and  was  a  pensioner  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  married  to 
Mehitable  Smith  of  Holderness,  N.  H. 
At  tlie  close  of  the  war,  they  removed  to 
Xewbury,  Vt.,  where  they  resided  a, few 
years,  and  in  1784,  came  to  the  Plain, 
where  his  father  had  purchased  quite  a 


father  and  his  wife  pursue  their  way  to  the 
distant  forest  settlement.  They  arrived 
safely  and  found  shelter  under  the  roof  of 
Benjamin  Webster,  at  first,  who  had  set- 
tled here  a  year  previous.  Nathaniel  com- 
menced clearing  and  got  his  cabin  ready 
in  the  fLdl.  In  due  course  of  time,  7  chil- 
dren were  added  to  their  household,  mak- 
ing 12  in  all.  Alpha,  (the  father  of  Charles 
C.,)  was  the  youngest,  who  was  a  long 
tinic  a  resident  of  this  town,  and  removed 
to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  1868,  to  reside 
near  his  children  who  had  settled  there. 
He  died  September,  1874,  aged  75  years. 
Mrs.  Vance,  who  formerly  lived  in  this 
town,  but  now  in  Boston,  aged  90 
years,  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  this 
large  family.  Nathaniel  Webster  always 
lived  on  the  s?  ne  form  where  he  com- 
menced in  town.  He  died  in  1836,  aged 
83.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years, 
retaining  her  faculties  to  a  wonderful  de- 
gree. She  died  about  1858,  aged  99  years, 
and  from  her  the  year  before  her  death, 
the  writer  of  this  history  got  many  items 
which  have  been  of  great  benefit  in  com- 
piling  the  history  of  the  town; 

LIEUT.  FIFIELD  LYFORD 

v/as  born  in  Exeter,  N.  H.,  1763.  At  the 
age  of  13  he  entered  the  army  of  the  Rev- 
olution as  a  servant  to  his  father,  Lieut. 
Thom.as  Lyford,  and  served  with  him  one 
year  at  Ticonderoga.  rie  left  his  father 
and  went  to  West  Point,  and  served  as  one 
of  the  life-guard  of  ("rcn.  Arnold  till  he 
proved  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  after 
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that  he  reniahicd  in  the  army  till  the  close 
of  the  Revolution.  While  with  Arnold, 
he  sav.-  him  beat  a  sick  soldier  over  the 
head  aad  shoulders  with  his  cane  with  such 
severity  as  to  break  it.  Arnold  then  threw 
the  pieces  into  the  ditch.  Lyford  secured 
the  head  of  the  cane,  and  used  it  on  his  own 
staff  as  long  as  he  lived.  The  cane  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  daughter,  Celinda 
Lyford,  at  Lower  Cabot.  He  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  war  of  1812  ;  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  and  received  a  pension 
during  his  life.  He  married  and  came  to 
this  town  in  I78<S,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
where  Wm.  Barr  now  lives,  and  built 
there  the  lirst  framed  barn  in  town  ;  he 
died  in  this  town,  at  the  residence  of  his 
son-in-law,  T.  E.  Wilson,  April  iS,  1846, 
aged  79  years. 

DR.  PARLEY  SCOTT, 

born  in  Worcester  County,  ALass.,  July, 
1765;  pursued  an  academical  course  at 
Leicester  Acadeniy,  read  medicine  in  the 
same  town;  married  L}dia  Day  about 
1790,  and  moved  to  Craftsbury  Commor., 
where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. He  came  to  Cabot  Plain  in  1794, 
and  in  1S04,  to  the  village,  and  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  S  children 
were  born  to  them  ;  but  one  of  this  large 
family  is  now  living,  George  W.  Scott, 
Esq.,  of  Montpelier.  Dr.  Scott  practiced 
his  profession  more  than  50  years  in  this 
and  adjoining  towns  successfully,  answer- 
ing all  calls  alike  to  rich  and  poor.  During 
all  his  long  practice  his  rides  were  on 
horse-back;  but  he  was  never  too  much 
exhausted  to  answer  a  call.  He  died  in 
I S50,  aged  84  years  ;  his  wife  died  before 
him,  aged  S3. 

JOSEPH  FISHER,  ESQ., 

was  born  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  1767.  He 
was  a  lad   when   the    British  occupied 
Boston,  and  remembered  distinctly  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.    When  he  arrived 
at  his  majority  he  came  to  Ciaremont, 
N.  IL,  and  married  Sarah  O.sgood,  and 
came  to  this  town  and  commenced  on 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by   his  | 
grand-son,  Luke  C.  Fisher.    He  built  his  ; 
first  caliin  on  the  site  of  the  jMesent  house.  I 


The  first  night  they  stayed  in  their  nev/ 
residence  the  snow  blew  down  the  large 
stone  chimney  so  that  in  the  morning  it 
was  6  inches  deep  between  their  bunk  and 
the  fireplace.  To  them  were  born  4  sons 
and  3  daughters,  all  of  whom,  but  one, 
lived  to  advanced  age,  and  two  of  whom 
now  survive — Caleb,  81  years  old  ;  Milton, 
74  }'ears  old  ;  and  they  have  ahvays  li\  ed 
in  town,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  their 
townsmen,  as  the  numerous  offices  i:o 
wliich  they  have  been  called  to  fill  testify. 
Joseph  Fisher  w^as  a  public-spirited  man, 
and  held  many  offices,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  tables  of  town  officers  in  this  paper. 
He  died  in  1S53,  aged  87  years.  His  wife 
preceded  him  in  1839,  '-^g^^^^  7o  years. 

E  LI  HU  COBURN, 
BY  llOX.  JO^KPU  >^OLAXP, 

was  born  at  Charlton,  Mass.,  1773;  son 
of  Clement  Coburn  and  Dorothy  Ed- 
wards, of  Oxford,  M:iss.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  confined  to  a  few  months'  attend- 
ance at  the  common  school,  but  his  nat- 
ural ability  enabled  him  in  a  great  measure 
to  surmount  the  defect,  and  become  a 
man  whose  judgment  and  practical  knowl- 
edge were  thoroughly  relied  upon  by  his 
townsmen. 

In  the  summer  of  1799,  he  came  on 
horseback  to  Vermont.  I^assing  through 
the  forest,  h  \  reached  a  pretty  valley 
among  the  hills,  through  which  a  little 
stream  noiselessly  found  its  way.  This 
spot  he  at  once  decided  upon  as  his  future 
home,  and  clearing  here  a  small  space,  he 
erected  a  frame  house,  one  of  the  first  in 
the  town.  He  remained  until  winter, 
when  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  for  his 
bride.  He  married  Abigail  Putnam,  daugh- 
ter of  Gideon  Putnam,  of  Sutton,  Mass., 
and  in  the  middle  of  January  the  newly- 
wedded  pair  found  their  way  through  the 
forest  by  marked  trees  to  the  spot  which 
was  to  become  their  home  and  the  home 
of  their  descendants.  Six  mil^s  south  lived 
their  nearest  neighbor  in  tiiat  direction, 
while  Deacon  Stone  had  erected  a  saw- 
mill and  log  cabin  at  what  is  now  known 
as  Lower  Cabot.    Mr.  C.  rapidly  cleared 


CABOT. 


in 


his  land,  and  con\erted  the  wilderness 
tract  around  him  into  verdant  meadows. 
Four  years  after  his  ar/ival  his  parents  fol- 
lowed hiim  to  Vermont,  and  a  few  years 
later  her  aged  fother  and  motlieralso  came 
to  them,  notwithstanding  their  former  ob- 
jections to  their  daughter's  leaving  them 
to  go  into  the  wilderness,  to  be  massacred 
by  Indians,  or  devoured  by  v.ild  beasts. 
Here  they  lived  until  one  by  one  tiie  aged 
parents  laid  down  the  burden  of  life,  their 
pathway  down  "  the  Valley''  snioothed  by 
the  loving  care  of  the  children  whom  they 
had  sought  in  their  wilderness  home. 
About  30  years  they  kept  a  public  house, 
known  far  nnd  wide  as  "  Farmer's  Tavern," 
and  most  of  the  tov;n  business  was  trans- 
acted here. 

As  a  man  there  v/erefew  more  respected, 
or  indeed  beloved,  among  his  townsmen. 
He  was  noted  for  hospitality  and  great- 
hearted generosity,  and  whatever  project 
he  undertook,  was  pursued  until  accom- 
plished. He  v/as  an  excellent  friend,  hus- 
band and  father,  and  died  at  three-score 
and  ten,  regretted.  His  wife  survived 
him  about  6  years ;  an  amialjle  woman,  of 
great  energy  and  eridurance,  It  w^as  a 
strange  coincidence,  both  died,  apparently 
in  perfect  health,  instantly,  and  without  a 
struggle.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them  : 
Harriet,  in  iSoi  ; 'married  James  Atkins  in 
1823;  died  in  1827.  Ruth,  in  1803;  mar- 
ried Dr.  Dyer  Bill,  of  Albany,  Vt.  ;  died 
in  1880;  left  5  sons.  Hiram,  in  1805; 
married  Ruth  Osgood,  who  died  a  few 
years  after.  He  still  lives  upon  the  old 
homestead.  Louisa,  1807:  married  Hon. 
Robert  Harvey,  of  Barnet ;  died  in  1867; 
4  children.  Lewis,  1809;  died  in  1818. 
Frances  Caroline,  1812;  married  ist, 
James  K.  Harvey,  merchant,  of  Barnet. 
After  his  death,  she  married  Dr.  C.  B. 
Chandler,  then  of  Tunbridge,  but  after- 
wards of  Montpelier.  She  died  in  1874; 
a  daughter  survives  her.  Elihu  F.,  born 
in  1815,  resides  on  the  old  homestead; 
married,  1855,  Amelia  Walker,  of  Sher- 
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riage; by  a  later,  2  sons.  Abigail,  1817, 
married  Maj.  Quinton  Cook,  of  Cabot. 
They  have  one  daughter  living. 


COL.  JOHN  STONE, 

born  at  Claremont,  N.  H.,  Jaii.  15,  1775, 
came  to  Cabot  in  1797,  and  began  clear- 
ing up  a  farm  on  the  ground  now  occiipied 
by  the  Lower  Village  Cemetery;  then  an 
unbroken  Avood  from  Cabot  to  Marshtleld. 
He  married  in  1803,  Betsey  Huntoon,  of 
Kingston,  N.  H.  To  them  were  born  7 
sons  and  3  daughters  ;  four  of  the  sons  are 
Congregational  ministers.  [See  list  of  na- 
tive ministers.]  In  the  military.  Col.  S. 
rose  from  a  private  to  Colonel  of  the  ist 
regiment,  3d  brigade  4tli  division  of  the 
\'t.  militia  of  the  State,  and  was  said  to 
be  one  of  the  best  comnianders  of  the  bri- 
gade. He  died  Feb.  20,  1856;  his  wife, 
Feb.  22.  Both  were  buried  in  the  same 
grave,  on  the  spot  where  he  first  com- 
menced clearing  their  farm. 

HON.  JOHN  W.  DANA. 

15Y  HON'.  O.  F.  DANA. 

John  W.  Dana  was  born  at  Pomfret, 
Vt.,  1777,  and  son  of  John  W.  Dana  and 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Maj.  Gen.  Israel 
Putnam  of  Revolutionary  fome.    His  early 
education  was  a  few  weeks'  attendance  at 
the  common  school ;   bat  his  social  stand- 
ing and  natural  parts  were  such  as  to  ena- 
ble him  to  obtain  in  nuirriage  the  accom- 
plished daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Damon 
of  Woodstock.     The  newly  wedded  pair 
traveled  northward  in  the  spring  of  1S02, 
on  horseback,  following  the  Hazen  road, 
hewn  through  the  forests  for  military  pur- 
poses, until  they  reached  a  wooded  sum- 
mit which  took  the  name  of  the  Plain. 
?Iere  a  small  settlement  was  gathered,  in- 
cluding the  doctor,  the  blacksmith  and  the 
trader.    Here  our  young  travelers  paused, 
i  charmed  with  the  location.  It  was  a  lovely 
spot  then,  just  a  few  acres  shorn  of  the 
heavy  trees  that  swept  like  the  waves  of 
a  broad  sea,  elsewhere,  for  miles  around, 
above  and  below.    Upon  the  shorn  spot 
the  sun  came  down,  the  heavy  mantle  of 
forest  shehered  it  from  the  wind.  They 
,  had  not  found  a  place  on  their  journey 
j  they  liked  so  nmch,  and  here  they  deter- 
I  mined  to  make  their  home — probably  for 
I  the  remainder  of  life.      Hopefully  and 
(  heartily  they  commenced  in  this  mountain 
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home.  '  For  a  time  all  went  satisfactorily. 
It  was  all  well  at  first,  but  as  the  forests 
were  cut  away,  it  soon  became  manifest 
that  this  cool,  wind-swept  summit  must  hq 
abandoned  as  a  winter  residence,  and  so 
reluctantly,  but  one  by  one,  tlie  little  com- 
munity dropped  clown  into  the  security  of 
what  became  known  as  Cal^tot  Village. 

At  the  present  day  the  view  from  the 
abandoned  and  silent  Plain  is  very  im- 
pressive, and  one  of  exceeding  loveliness, 
commanding  as  it  does  both  the  White 
and  the  Green  Mountain  I'anges.  It  is  safe 
to  say,  that  nowhere  in  all  New  England 
is  there  a  more  beautiful  panorama  spread 
before  the  enraptured  eye. 

The  spot  selected  by  Mr.  Dana  for  his 
next  residence  was  in  a  valley  sheltered 
from  winds  by  hills  and  forests  and  cooled 
by  a  rapid  mountain  torrent,  whose  vraters, 
briefly  arrested,  spread  out  for  a  mom.cnt 
peacefully  before  his  door,  aud  then 
plunged  over  a  fall,  whose  ceaseless  mur- 
mur swayed  with  every  breeze. 

Here  he  passed  the  principal  years  of 
his  life.  He  had  a  cheerful  and  active 
temperament,  and  wj.s  generous  of  himself 
in  endeavors  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
Eighty  years  ago  Cabot  was  well  nigh  one 
continuous  w^ilderness.  'The  first  adven- 
tiuous  settlers  brought  little  more  than 
stout  hearts  and  a  sh.arp  axe.  Little  clear- 
ings wen  to  be  made,  rude  houses  con- 
stRicted,  roads  and  bridges  built,  and, 
withal,  the  church  and  the  school  must  be 
kept  going.  There  was  plenty  to  do  to 
keep  one  active,  enough  attainable  to  keep 
one  hopeful.  I'he  inhabitants  of  the  pres- 
ent day  can  scarcely  realize  what  an  intense 
community  of  interest  bound  together 
these  early  settlers,  and  iiow  they  worked 
together  and  gave  the  friendly  grasp  in 
mutual  encouragement.  It  fell  to  Mr. 
Dana's  part  to  become  in  some  measure 
the  medium  of  exchange  in  supplying  the 
wants  of  life.  He  made  long  and  tedious 
journeys  to  Boston,  to  bring  back  mer- 
chandise, and,  as  few  had  money,  he  re- 
ceived in  exchange  for  his  goods  whatever 
the  settlers  could  best  spare.  This  led, 
in  time,  and  as  matters  grew  more  pros- 
perous, to  the  collection  by  him  of  large 


herds  of  cattle  which  were  driven  to  mar- 
ket:  in  those  days  a  great  event.  He  con- 
tented himself  with  moderate  gains,  and 
though  his  opportunities  were  favorable  he 
he  did  not  seek  unduly  to  amass  wealth. 
These  frequent  "journcyings,  and  his  keen 
interest  in  the  public  svelfare,  kept  him 
abreast  of  the  times  and,  without  his  seek- 
ing it,  he  fell  naturally  into  the  position 
of  a  foremost  man.  His  advice  and  as- 
sistance were  frequently  sought  and  his 
counsels  were  respected.  He  loved  his 
townsmen  and  took  delight  in  their  grow- 
ing prosperity  and  advancement.  He 
donated  lands  to  beautify  the  village.  He 
loved  and  observed  nature  and  took  pleas- 
ure in  his  surroundings.  He  reflected 
nuich  upon  the  deep  mysteries  of  existence 
and  was  fond  of  rational  discourse  ;  but, 
if  this  was  in  a  degree  characteristic  of 
Mr.  Dana,  it  was  far  more  so  of  his  wife : 
a  lady  deeply  imbued  with  spiritual  aspi- 
rations and  anabidiug  sense  of  the  beauty 
of  holiness.  While  her  husband  .some- 
times allowed  himself  to  question  and 
speculate  upon  religious  dogmas,  she  had 
no  doubts  herself  and  was  impatient  of 
them  in  others.  She  held  herself  solemnly 
charged  with  the  mission  of  caring  for  the 
moral  interests  of  the  community,  and  no 
devotee  ever  addressed  herself  to  more 
constant  watchfulness  and  prayer.  Such 
as  they  were,  the  daily  life  and  influence  of 
this  couple  went  forth  into  the  little  com- 
munity ;  and  that  it  was  beneficent,  is  evi- 
denced by  a  tender  regard  for  their  memo- 
ries that  lingered  long  after  their  departure  ; 
a  notable  instance  wa.s  that  manifested  by 
the  late  Joseph  Lance,  Esq.,  who,  though 
he  had  purchased  and  paid  for  their  home- 
stead, used  to  say  that  he  could  never 
divest  himself  of  the  feeling  that  it  must 
still  forever  belong  to  them — so  intensely 
had  the  subtle  influence  of  their  lives  pen- 
etrated it. 

In  1830,  the  stage  in  which  Mr.  Dana 
was  journeying  to  Boston  was  overturned 
and  rolled  60  feet  down  an  embankment. 
Two  of  his  ribs  were  broken,  and  he  was 
supposed  to  be  mortall}-  injured.  From 
th.is  shock,  he  never  fully  recovered,  and 
for  want  of  necessary  attention  his  affairs 
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tell  into  some  confusion.  Some  of  his 
:  chuighters  had  mamed  and  gone  to  Wis- 
consin. He  visited  them  in  183S:  and  in 
1S39,  he  removed  thither  with  his  whole 
family.  Th.c  morning  in  which  he  fnially 
left  his  old  honie,  never  to  return,  was 
made  memorable  by  a  pleasant  incident. 
At  daybreak,  and  while  he  was  still  asleep, 
a  score  or  more  of  his  old  comrades, 
dressed  in  long,  tow  frocks,  silently  assem- 
bled ill  the  village  hall,  and  sent  to  request 
his  presence.  This  touching  manifestation 
of  regard  sensibly  affected  him,  and  ended 
in  an  abundance  of  tears  as,  one  by  one, 
the  old  men  bade  each  other  an  eternal 
farewell. 

It  only  remains  to  be  said,  that  in  his 
new  home,  freed  from  care,  his  business 
affairs  adjusted,  he  lived  in  the  quiet  en- 
joyment of  the  companionship  of  his  wife 
I  and  children,  until,  in  1850,  he  bade  fare- 
I  well  to  all.    His  wife  survived  until  1872. 

I  LEONARD  ORCUIT,  ESQ., 

born  at  Stafford,  Ct.,  1779,  came  with  his 
mother  to  Cabot  wlien  18  years  old.  He 
married  Sally  Spear  for  his  first  wife;  for 
his  2d,  Polly  Bullock :  by  his  first  wife  4 
children,  and  4  by  his  second  ;  3  of  the  last 
died  in  early  life  of  consumption.  Esquire 
Orcutt  held  nic.ny  offices  of  trust  in  the 
town,  among  w  hich  w:ls  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  over  40  years.    For  along 
time  he  was  town  agent,  and  assisted  in  all 
town  law-suits,  and  when  a  witness,  the 
lawyers  never  made  but  one  effort  to  corner 
:  him.    In  the  trial  of  a  town  case  at  Dan- 
;  ville  (County  Court)  he  was  a  witness. 
Hon.  Wm.  Mattocks  was  counsel  against 
,  the  town,  and  wished  to  prove  that  Esquire 
i  C.  was  deeply  interested  in  the  case  on  ac- 
;  count   of   holding  town  office.  "Well, 
I  Esquire,''  said  Mattocks,  "  you  have  held 
j  considerable  town  office  in  Cabot,  haven't 
i  you?"    "  Yes-yes-I  have  some.'"    "  Well, 
!  sir,  what  office  did  you  hold  the  year  this 
1  affair  took  place        The  Esquire  said, 
j  shutting  his  eyes  and  running  his  hands 
into  his  breeches  pockets  to  his  elbows, 
,  "  Weli,  if  I  recollect  right,  1  was  highway 
I  -surveyor  that  year."    In  after  years  Mat- 
;  tocks  frequendy  related  this  case  with  a 
I  laugh,  and  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
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with  this  witness.  He  died  in  1855,  aged 
75,  highly  respected  by  all  the  community. 

DEACON  JAMES  .MARSH 

came  here  from  Pl}'mouth,  N.  H.,  in  1793, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  ^  mile  north  of  the 
Center,  In  18 —  he  married  Miriam  Wal- 
brklge ;  to  them  were  born  5  sons  and  4 
daughters.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
accounted  by  all  who  knew  him,  what  is 
said  to  be  the  noblest  work  of  God- — an 
honest  man.    He  died  1865,  aged  90  years. 

DEACON  MARCUS  O.  FISHER 

was  born  at  Ca])0t,  Nov.  24,  1796.  [For 
his  first  business,  see  village  of  Cabot.] 
He  was  married  to  Fanny  Hall,  June  13, 
1820,  at  Chester,  N.  H.,  and  came  directly 
to  Cabot  and  began  pioneer  life  in  what 
was  known  as  the  old  Red  House.  There 
v/ere  but  4  houses  in  the  village  at  that 
time.  Deacon  Marcus  Fisher  and  his  wife 
were  actively  identified  with  the  entire 
growth  of  the  village.  They  had  4  chil- 
dren, 2  of  which  died  in  early  life,  and  2 
survive  their  parents.  The  Deacon  and 
his  wife  were  earnest,  consistent  Chris- 
tians. Their  house  was  ever  the  hospita- 
ble mansion,  to  which  were  welcomed  the 
missionary  and  minister,  and  all  who  were 
worki]ig  in  the  vineyard  of  their  Lord.  The 
Deacon  died  suddenly,  of  heart  disease, 
Sabbath  morning,  Apr.  9,  1S65,  aged  68. 
His  wife  died  Sept.  14,  1870. 

JOSEPH  LANCE,  ESQ., 

born  in  Chester,  N.  H.,  1799,  came  to  this 
town  when  a  lad  with  his  father,  who  set- 
tled on  the  place  where  Hial  Morse  lives. 
In  1830,  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Calais.  After  about4  years  he 
sold  out,  and  engaged  in  farming  on  quite 
a  large  scale.  In  1833,  he  was  married  to 
Cynthia  M.  Tucker.  They  had  4  chil- 
dren, 3  of  whom  are  now  living.  In  1838, 
he  bouglit  the  entire  estate  of  Judge  Dana, 
and  about  1845  moved  to  this  town.  In 
his  early  life  he  dealt  extensively  in  cattle 
and  sheep  ;  was  successful  in  all  his  under- 
takings financially,  and  became  a  man  of 
wealth.  He  held  many  town  offices,  and 
was  an  exxellent  manager  for  the  town. 
He  died  Oct.  I2;  1865,  aged  66  years. 
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JOHN  DA.MOX,  ESQ., 

was  born  in  Martha's  Vineyard,  near  13os- 
lon.  When  6  years  of  aL;e,  his  father, 
a  Congregational  minister,  removed  to 
Woodstock,  \''crmont.  At  the  age  of  20, 
John  went  to  wliat  was  llien  thought  to 
be  the  far  West,  the  state  of  Ohio.  He 
purchased  the  very  gi'ound.  to  settle  on 
upon  which  the  city  of  Cincinnati  now 
stands,  but  his  health  failing,  he  sold  his 
land  there  and  returned  to  \'erniont,  and 
settled  in  this  town,  as  before  related.  He 
married  X3.ncy  Strong,  of  Pawlet ;  chil- 
dren, 4.  He  was  a  far-seeing  man,  and 
very  successful  in  his  financial  aiiairs.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  Sab- 
bath-school work  in  the  Cono-rejrational 
church.    He  died  Apr.  19,  1S64. 

ZEKAH  COLr.LliN 

was  born  in  Cabot,  Sept.  i,  1S64.  His 
father,  Abia  Colburn,  with  his  family,  came 
from  Hartford,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  S.  S.  Batchelder,  about  3 
months  before  his  birth.  The  sixtli  child, 
his  parents  in  straitened  circumstances, 
subject  to  such  hardships  as  fell  to  the  lot 
of  all  new  settlers  at  that  period,  there 
seemed  little  prospect  his  name  should  be 
distinguished,  or  ever  known  l.^e}ond  the 
circle  of  his  neighbors  and  kinsmen .  There 
was  nothing  remarkable,  too,  in  the  en- 
dowments of  his  father  or  mother ;  they 
were  plaii.  persons,  not  superior  to  others, 
and  in  regard  to  their  son,  it  is  said  they 
considered  him  to  be  the  most  backward 
of  any  of  their  children  ;  residing  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  school,  it  would  be 
unreasonable,  also,  to  infer  that  education 
did  much  for  preparing  him  for  that  dis- 
play of  early  strength,  correctness,  and 
rapidity  of  mind  in  figures,  which  was  so 
remarkable  to  all  who  saw  him,  and  was 
unaccountable  to  himself. 

Some  time  in  the  beginning  of  August, 
1810,  when  about  one  month  under  6 
years  of  age,  at  home  while  his  father  was 
employed  at  a  joiner's  work-bench,  Zerah 
was  on  the  floor  playiiig  with  chips.  Sud- 
denly he  began  to  .say  to  himself,  "  5  times 
7  are  35 '-"6  times  8  are  48,''  etc.  His 
f^ithcr's  attention  being  arrested  by  hear- 


ing this  so  unexpected  in  a  ciiildso  young, 
and  who  had  hitherto  possessed  no  ad- 
vantages, except,  perhaps,  6weeks' attend- 
ance at  the  district-school  that  summer, 
left  his  work,  and  began  to  examine  his 
boy  through  the  multiplication  table  ;  he 
thought  it  possible  Zerah  had  learned  this 
from  other  boys ;  but  finding  him  perfect 
in  the  table,  his  attention  was  more  deeply 
fixed,  and  he  asked  the  product  of  13  by 
97,  to  which  1261  was  instantly  given  as 
the  answer.  It  was  not  long  before  one  of 
the  neighbors  calling  in,  was  informed  of 
the  singular  occurrence,  and  soon  it  l)e- 
came  generally  known  through  the  town. 
Thus  the  story  originated,  which  within 
the  short  space  of  a  year  found  its  way  not 
only  tfirough  the  United  States,  but  reached 
Europe  and  foreign  journals  of  literature 
both  in  Kngland  and  France,  who  ex- 
pressed their  surprise.  In  1804,  the  earth 
was  not  belted  by  a  telegraph  ;  the  news 
had  to  take  the  slow  way-posts,  and  it 
nuist  have  been  regarded  a  wonderfal 
matter  to  have  had  so  wide  a  range  in  12 
montlis. 

In  a  short  time  the  annual  freeman's 
meeting  occurred  in  town,  to  which  Mr. 
Colburn  took  his  son,  and  exhibited  his 
wonderful  ability  in  figures  to  his  towns- 
men. 

Gentlemen  at  that  time  possessing  in- 
fluence and  standing  in  the  County  were 
desirous  that  some  course  might  be  adopt- 
ed with  the  boy  that  might  lead  to  a  full 
development  of  his  wonderful  calculating 
powers,  and  Mr.  Colburn,  encouraged, 
took  his  son  to  Danville,  which  was  then 
the  shire  town  of  Caledonia  County,  to  be 
present  at  the  session  of  court.  His  son 
was  very  generally  seen  and  questioned  by 
judges,  members  of  the  bar  and  others. 
The  Legislature  being  about  to  convene  at 
Montpelier,  he  was  advised  to  visit  that 
place  with  his  son,  which  he  did  in  Octo- 
ber. Here,  also,  many  witnessed  his  won- 
derful mathematical  powers.  Questions 
out  of  the  common  limits  of  arithmetic 
were  proposed  with  a  \\e\v  to  puzzle  him. 
but  they  all  were  answered  correctly.  For 
instance,  he  was  asked,  "Which  is  the 
most,  twice  five  and  twenty  or  twice  twenty- 
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live?"    "Which  is  the  most,  six  dozen  or 
.1  h.ili  a  dozen  dozen? The  question  was 
aiso  asked,     How  many  black  beans  would 
it  take  to  make  five  white  ones?"*    He  at 
once  answered,  "five,  if  you  skin  them,"' 
evincin,^  quickness  of  thought  as  well  as 
abiUty  to  combine  numbers.    After  a  few 
days  spent  in  Montpelier,  they  proceeded 
to  Tiurlington ;  but  the  State  of  Vermont 
did  not  seem  to  oftcr  sufficient  encourage- 
ment, and  Mr.Colburn  was  advised  to  visit 
the  principal  cities  of  the  Uiiion.  Return- 
ing to  Cabot,  and  spending  one  night  with 
his  family,  he  departed,  never  to  return. 
Me  first  went  to  Hanover,  N.  H.,  where  he" 
received  liberal  oflers  for  the  education  of 
his  boy;  from  here  to  }3oston,  where  he 
arrived  the  25th  of  Nov.    Heix-  the  public 
were  anxious  to  see  and  hear  for  them- 
selves.   Questions  of  two  oi-  three  places 
of  figures  in  multiplication,  questions  in 
the  rule  of  three,  extractions  of  the  roots 
of  exact  squares  and  cubes  were  put,  and 
I'one  with  very  little  effort,  and  here  lie 
also  received  o.Ters  from  wealthy  men  to 
educate  his  son.    One  oi^er  was  to  raise 
$5000  by  voluntary  donations,  and  give 
the  father  $2500,  and  the  remaining  $2500 
lo  be  used  in  Zerah's  education  ;  but  to 
th'.  se  terms  Mr.  Colburn  did  not  feel  at 
libtTty  to  accede.    The  rejection  of  all 
these  proposals  very  speedily   raised  a 
i)rejudice  against  him  in  Boston,  and  from 
iioston  he  went  to  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington  ;  but  notrecei\  ing  the  en- 
couragement, pecuniarily,  that  he  was  in 
hopes  to  have  met  with,  he  next  decided 
to  go  to  England.    In  December,  181 1,  he 
\vrolc  to  his  wife  from  Washington  to  make 
such  disposition  of  her  fami  and  children 
.'Ls  she  could,  and  accompany  him  over  the 
Atlantic.    In  this  she  showed  her  wisdom 
iu  refusing  to  accede  to  his  request:  but 
her  refusal  did  not  deter  him  from  the  de- 
^'gn.     He  embarked  with   his  son  for 
Liverpool,  Apr.  3,  1S12,  and  arrived  in 
L' uulon,  .May  24.  Here  Zerah  wiis  visited  by 
the  high  and  noble  of  the  city,  and  invited 
call  ui)oa  tiie  crowned  heads.  His 
•'"'J««im;matical  powers  were  put  to  the  se- 
^v-rcst  test,  and  he  was  able  to  answer  the 
"^o>t  difficult  questions  ;  but  during  all  this 
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time  of  Zerah's  exhibition,  his  education 
was  neglected.  x\fter  he  started  from 
Cabot  he  had  learned  to  read,  and  in 
London  to  write. 

Mr.  Colburn  tried  various  ways  to  raise 
money.  The  exhibition  of  his  son  did 
not  prove  very  remunei'alive.  He  was  ad- 
vised by  men  of  influence  and  means  to 
put  him  to  school,  they  generously  offering 
the  means  for  his  education.  After  about 
4  years  he  placed  Zerah  at  Wcstiiiiuster 
School,  London.  He  was  now  12  years 
of  age  ;  but  he  did  not  complete  his  studies 
heie.  He  was  taken  away  by  his  father, 
and  placed  in  a  sch{)ol  in  Paris,  where  also 
he  remained  but  a  few-Tnonths.  His  father 
had  now  become  very  short  for  means. 
While  Zerah  was  at  school,  he  had  re- 
ceived libei  al  gifts  of  money  for  his  sup- 
port ;  but  in  his  pinched  condition,  he 
knew  not  now  what  course  to  take.  After 
a  few  years,  however,  Zerah  was  engaged 
as  a  teacher  in  a  small  school  in  London, 
In  1822,  after  an  absence  of  10  years  from 
h.is  family,  Mr.  Colburn's  health  began  to 
fail.  Mid  Feb.  14,  1823,  he  died  of  con- 
sumption, far  from  home,  and  almost  des- 
titute of  the  common  comforts  of  life. 

As  soon  as  necessary  arrangements  could 
be  made  by  the  contributions  of  friends  to 
pay  the  passage  of  Zerah  to  America,  he 
sailed,  and  July  3,  1825,  arrived  safely  at 
his  home  in  Cabot,  having  been  absent  13 
years. 

After  remaining  a  few"  months  in  town, 
he  connected  himself  with  the  Methodist 
church,  and  became  a  local  preacher,  and 
during  his  seven  years  of  ministry,  had  as 
many  different  appointments.  Jan.  13, 
1829,  he  married  Mary  Hoyt,  of  Hartford. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them,  5  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  The  son  gave  his  life  for 
his  country ;  was  killed  in  a  battle  near 
Washington,  Sept.  12,  1861.  Two  daugh- 
ter's died  in  early  life. 

In  1834,  Mr.  Colburn  gave  up  preaching, 
on  account  of  poor  health.  He  accepted  a 
call  to  a  professorship  of  languages  in  the 
Military  College  at  Norwich,  which  he  held 
until  obliged  to  give  It  up  on  account  of 
failing  health.  He  died  of  consumption, 
!  Mar.  2,  1839,  and  was  buried  near' the 
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scene  of  his  last  labors,  at  Norwich,  aged 
34  years,  6  months. 

I  am  informed  b}-  his  daughter,  who  is 
now  living  at  Thetford,  to  whom  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  last  portion  of  tliis  sketch, 
that  he  did  not  retain  his  wonderful  malh- 
.ematical  powers  after  he  became  educated 
and  entered  upon  tlie  ministry.  His  wife 
died  Mar.  i6,  1S56,  aged  52.  Thus  lived 
and  died  one  of  the  most  wonderful  minds 
for  computation  that  the  world  ever  saw. 

HON.  JOHN  -MCLEAN, 

born  at  Peacham,  Sept.  27,  18 14,  com- 
menced his  business  life  in  Lower  Cabot. 
He  was  closely  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  the  town,  and  his  death,  Feb. 
3,  1855,  without  a  moment's  warning,  cast 
a  deep  gloom  over  the  whole  communit}'. 
The  following,  furnished  by  an  intimate 
friend,  is  no  overdrawn  picture  : 

Estimate  of  Mr.  McLean,  by  One  of  I/is 
Companions. 

John  McLean  would  have  been  a  mark- 
ed man  in  any  community.  In  Cabot,  at 
the  period  of  which  1  write,  he  was  specially 
distinguishable.  His  magnetism  and  innate 
force  were  something  wonderful.  He  was 
a  born  leader  of  men.  He  never  said 
"go,"  but  always  "  come,''  and  wherever 
he  went  he  compelled  a  following.  He 
found  Cabot  spell-bound,  as  it  were,  both 
in  politics  and  religion,  and  he  forced 
progre.ss.  He  found  the  term  abolitionism 
a  by-word  and  a <  reproach  ;  and  when  he 
left  the  town,  it  was  inscribed  upon  her 
banners  as  a  word  of  honor.  He  de- 
manded full  toleration  in  religious  matters. 
He  stimulated  the  dull  to  exertion  in  the 
way  of  self-help  and  development.  He 
organized  new  industries,  and  waked  up 
the  dormant  energies  of  the  people.  He 
was  himself  constantly  developing  in  limit- 
less direcdons.  What  an  inward  pressure 
there  must  have  been  within  him,  what  a 
cry  for  room,  to  have  led  him  in  middle 
age,  without  education,  almost  blind,  to 
the  audacious  resolve  of  becoming  a  man 
of  letters  and  a  member  of  the  bar.  l>ut 
he  did  it,  and  was  already  retained  in  im- 
portant cases  when  his  summons  came. 
Departed  friend,  nothing  but  death  could 


arrest  the  career  to  which  his  spirit  aspired, 
and  whose  early  death  was  a  calamity. 

O.  f'.  D.  (Oscar  F.  Dana.) 

Washington,  D.  C,  May,  1881. 

Mr.  McLean  was  married  to  Margaret 
McWallace,  Jan.  10,  1838. 

THOMAS  LYFORD 

was  born  in  this  town,  1802,  and  resided 
here  the  most  of  his  life.  ,  He  has  held 
many  offices  in  the  town,  and  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  writing  of  this  history,  he 
w^as  the  only  living  person  who  had  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  beginning  of  this 
town,  which  he  had  heard  from  his  father, 
and  being  a  man  of  very  strong  meniory, 
he  had  retained  all  he  had  heard.  He  was 
much  pleased  with  having  the  history  of 
the  town  written  and  was  always  ready  to 
communicate  any  information  with  which 
he  was  possessed,  and  Thursday  eve,  June 
16,  he  gave  a  large  amount  of  information, 
and  never  after  that  was  he  able  to  com- 
municate. He  lingered  till  the  23d,  when 
he  was  relieved  by  death,  aged  79  years. 
On  the  Friday  following,  his  funeral  \vas 
attended  at  his  late  residence ;  he  was 
borne  by  his  neighbors  to  the  village  cem- 
etery, and  laid  beside  his  wife,  who  passed 
on  years  before.  wSince  his  decease,  his 
sister,  Mrs.  Jason  Britt,  has  contributed  a 
large  amount  of  information. 

MILITARY  RECORD  OF  CABOT. 

The  Revolu  ionary  stnjggle  just  closed 
and  perhaps  constant  apprehension  of  in- 
vasion from  Canada,  seems  to  have  im- 
bued our  fathers  wath  a  thorough  military 
spirit;  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
town,  but  more  particularly  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century,  there  was 
organized  and  maintained  for  a  long  period 
of  time  one  uniformed  company,  besides 
the  standing  militia.  We  will  notice  each 
of  these  companies  and  give  a  list  of  the 
captains  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  statistics. 

The  first  we  have  been  able  to  gather  is 
that  in  1797,  when  every  able-bodied  man 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  was  obliged 
to  do  military  duty,  with  certain  excep- 
tions. The  first  captain  of  the  militia 
here  was  David  Blanchard,  who  held  his 
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commission  until  1800,  when  Joseph 
I'isher  was  elected  by  the  company.  1 
iind  an  order  from  him  to  Sergeant  John 
Stone  to  warn  all  the  men  hereinafter 
mentioned  to  a})pear  on  the  parade  at  the 
Centre  of  tl^e  town,  June  7,  i8oc,  at  10 
o'clock  A.  -M.,  complete  as  the  law  directs. 
This  notice  has  1 1  names  attached  after 
the  election  of  ofikers.  Privates  must 
have  been  scarce.  No  record  of  any  of- 
ficers occur  after  this,  until  1S08  ;  but  tra- 
dition tells  us  that  Moses  Stone  was  the 
next  captain.  In  1809,  27  soldiers' names 
are  on  the  tov/n  recotd:  Anthony  Perry, 
captain;  Solomon  W.  Osgood,  ensign; 
18 10,  32  soldiers  enrolled:  Aiithcny  Perry, 
capt. ;  John  Stone,  ist  heut.  ;  Joseph 
Stone,  ensign ;  Anthony  Perry  was  cap- 
tain until  1S17,  when  George  Sumner  was 
elected.  TJie  enrolled  militia  were  now 
52  men.  They  were  not  obliged  to  uni- 
form, but  th.ey  v/ere  furnished  with  a  gun, 
24  rounds  of  cartridge,  priming  wire  and 
brush,  and  three  flints. 

From  1S12  to.iSi6,  the  military  spirit 
seems  to  have  run  at  a  very  high  pitch  ; 
our  country  having  come  to  the  point  when 
forbearance  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  and 
having  declared  war  on  Great  Britain,  pat- 
riotism rekindled  in  all  those  who  but  a 
short  time  before  had  laid  aside  the  weap- 
ons of  war  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle. 
They  were  alive  all  through,  those  old  vet- 
erans, as  well  as  those  that  had  more  re- 
cently come  to  the  age  to  bear  arms,  and 
were  emulous  to  equal  the  old  warriors. 

Tlie  regular  militia  of  the  town  was 
called  out  and  put  in  thorough  fighting 
order,  and  in  addition  to  th.is,  a  company 
of  minute  men  enlisted  in  this  town, 
Woodbury,  and  Calais,  and  Anthony 
Perry,  who  also  was  a  captain  of  the  regu- 
lar militia,  was  elected  captain,  and  Na- 
thaniel Perry,  lieut.  These  men  were  to 
be  ready  to  n\arch  to  the  front  at  any  time 
they  were  called  by  their  captain.  For 
t.'iis  roll  I  liavc  made  diligent  search,  but 
have  not  been  able  to  find  it ;  the  last 
traces  I  got  of  it,  was  among  the  papers 
oi  Reuben  Waters  of  Calais. 

The  battle  of  Plattsburg,  Sunday  Sept. 
11:  1814,  our  townsmen  had  been  expect- 


ing for  some  days.  The  cannon  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  all  day.  Captain  Perry  at 
once  dispatched  lieut.  Pe'Ty  to  Woodbury 
and  Calais,  and  his  other  officer  through 
Cabot  to  rally  the  men,  while  he  proceeded 
directly  to  Montpelier.  The  company 
here  at  once  rallied  and  camped  the  first 
night  ne^u-  Montpelier  Centre ;  but  on 
arrival  next  day  at  Montpelier,  to  their 
great  disappointment  learned  the  British- 
ers had  been  beaten.  They  were  dis- 
charged and  returned  to  their  homes, 
except  a  few  that  were  on  horseback  and 
wished  to  get  a  stronger  smell  of  pov/der, 
who  pushed  on  to  Burlington. 

John  Stone,  who  in  1800,  held  the  office 
of  Sergeant,  held  all  tlie  various  commis- 
sions in  the  military  rank  ;  1S09,  was  com- 
missioned Col.  of  the  First  Regiment,  3d 
Ikigade  4th  Division  of  the  Militia  of  the 
State.  A  petition  '  was  presented  to  him 
signed  by  John  Damon,  Ira  Atkins  and 
Horace  Warner  for  permission  to  enlist  a 
company  of  Light  Infantry  to  be  attached 
to  his  regiment.  Th;;  petition  was  grant- 
ed ;  roll  of  the  men  enlisted  :  Ira  Atkins, 
Horace  Warner,  M.  O.  Fisher,  Benj.  B. 
Hoyt.  Zacheus  Lovell,  Avery  Atkins,  John 
Edgerton,  Abrani  Plinks,  Thomas  Cald- 
well, Jabez  Page,  Jeremiah  Atkins,  John 
Flail,  David  Connor,  Jr.,  David  Bruce, 
Ebene/er  Sperry,  Hugh  Wilson,  Benjamin 
Sperry,  Samson  O.sgood,  John  Goodale, 
James  Blar  ?hard,  Benjamin  Floyt,  Caleb 
Fisher,  Anson  Coburn,  Benjamin  Durrill, 
Reuben  Atkins,  Samuel  Hall,  Parker 
Chase,  Jr.,  Stephen  Hoyt,  Futlier  Swan, 
Benjamin  Preston,  Nathaniel  Gibbs,  Squier 
Boinin,  Joseph  Gate. 

The  company  mustered  34  men  ;  organ- 
ized Aug.  26,  18 1 9,  by  the  choice  of  the 
following  officers,  John  Damon  bein.<'-  the 
i  first  petitioner,  was  elected  captain.  In  a 
neat  little  speech  in  which  he  thanked  the 
company  for  the  honor,  he  said,  owing  to 
bodily  infirmities  he  wished  to  be  excused. 
He  then  treated  the  company  well  to 
whisky  and  sugar,  and  was  excused.  Ira 
Atkins  was  then  elected  captain  ;  Horace 
A.  Warner,  lieut.  ;  Avery  Atkins,  ensign  ; 
M.  O.  Fisher,  ist  sergt.-;  John  Goodale, 
2d  do.;    Caleb  Fisher, .  3d  do.;.  Parker 
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Chase,  4th  do.  ;  Thomas  Caldwell,  1st 
corp.  ;  Jabez  I'a-c,  2d  do,  ;  Jeremiah  At- 
kins, 3d  do.  ;  David  i3ruce,  4tli  do.  ;  I'eii- 
jamin  Hoit,  fifer  ;  Luther  Swan,  drummer  ; 
Stephen  Hoyt,  bass  drummer. 

The  uniform  adopted  was  l:)lack  hat, 
\vhite  cockade,  red  parchment  with  star  I 
with  No.  of  company  and  regiment,  wliite  ' 
feather  with  red  top,  v.'hite  cord  with  two 
lariie  tasseLs,  black  coat  with  red  facinf^s, 
yellow  buttons,  black  pants  corded  with 
red,  white  vest,  white  neck  scarf,  yellow 
gloves,  canteen  and  cartridge-box,  with 
white  belt.  The  records  show  company 
drills  were  frequent;  Oct.  3,  1S20,  they  at- 
tended the  regimental  muster  at  Peacham  ; 
Oct.  3,  1822,  mustered  at  Danville;  1824, 
Horace  Warner  was  elected  captain,  and 
in  1825,  Marcus  O.  Fislier,  captain. 

This  company  kept  up  its  organization 
7  years,  when  by  a  vote  of  the  company 
Jul)-,  1S26,  it  was  transformed  into  an  artil- 
lery company,  and  a  cannon  and  all  tlie 
necessary  equi}">ments  for  the  same  was 
bought  by  subscription  of  the  citizens  of 
the  town. 

Nearly  the  sam.e  officers  v.ere  elected 
that  were  in  command  in  the  infantry, 
Marcus  O.  Fisher,  being  the  first  captain, 
Ira  Atkins,  ist  lieut.,  Caleb  Fisher,  2d 
lieut.  The  uniform  with  some  slight 
changes  was  very  much  like  that  of  the 
infantry.  It  mustered  84  men,  and  v^as 
said  to  be  the  Unest  looking  and  appearing 
company  in  tlie  regiment. 

List  of  Captains:  May  23,  1827,  Jer- 
emiah Atkins  was  elected  Capt.  ;  1S28, 
Caleb  Fisher  ;  1S29.  William  Fisher  ;  1832, 
Levi  H.  Stone;  1835,  Roswell  Farr ;  1836, 
Enoch  Hoyt:  1S38,  John  Clark. 

This  completes  the  list.  It  was  a  fine 
company,  and  often  called  to  assist  in  cel- 
ebrations in  the  adjoining  towns.  And 
not  unfrequently  was  the  Fourtli  enlivened 
by  the  old-fashioned  sham  fight,  in  which 
they  would  become  so  much  engaged  fre- 
quently, that  the  cannon  would  be  charged 
full  too  liigh  for  the  safety  of  the  glass  in 
surrounding  buildings,  and  tho.-e  standing 
by.  On  one  occasion  one  of  the  gunners. 
Mitchell  Whittier,  standing  near  the  wheel 


had  the  top  of  his  hat  torn  out.  This  was 
at  an  engagement  with  the  cavalry  at 
Marsh  field.  On  another  occasion,  Capt. 
Levi  H.  Stone  had  his  face  filled  with 
powder  by  a  musket  being  cai  elessly  dis- 
charged. This  company  kept  u])  its  organ- 
i/.ation  until  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature disbanding  all  military  companies 
throughout  the  State  June  i,  1838,  when 
this  company  reluctantly  voted  to  dis- 
band, after  first  entering  upon  their  record 
that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  ought  to  be 
considered  a  lav.-less  act  in  very  deed. 

About  1842,  a  Light  Infantry  company 
was  organized  witli  John  McLean  for  its 
first  captain.  Of  this  company  I  am  not 
able  to  find  any  record. 

During  the  organization  of  these  inde- 
pendent companies  all  persons  that  did 
not  belong  to  them,  obliged  to  do  military 
dut}',  were  called  out  once  a  year  for  drill 
and  inspection.  They  received  the  name 
of  the  Flood-wood  Company.  The  train- 
ing of  tliis  compau)-  ended  by  electing  a 
clerk  that  soon  moved  to  the  West,  and 
took  with  him  all  the  records  and  papers 
of  the  company,  the  meml-ers  of  the  com- 
pany bidding  him  Cod  speed. 

Many  funny  and  characteristic  anecdotes 
of  military  acts  and  deeds  are  related  by 
the  old  inhabitants  it  would  be  pleasant  to 
record,  but  our  space  forbids.  We  will 
only  mention  the  Sutton  3. luster,  in  which 
the  Cabot  Artillery  and  F^lood-wood  both 
joined,  taking  one  week  in  which  to  get 
through  it,  and  in  that  time  it  is  said  there 
was  a  good  many  of  them  that  did  not  get 
sober  enough  to  get  home. 

Daring  these  military  organizations  quite 
a  number  from  this  town  belonged  to  the 
Cavalry  in  the  late  war,  "raised  in  the  towns 
of  Cabot,  Hardwick,  Danville  and  Peacham. 

WALTER  STONE, 

who  was  in  the  1st  V't.  Cavalry,  Co.  L^., 

taken  prisoner  March  4,  1863,  and  died  in 

Libby  Prison,  was  at  one  time  captain  of 

this  old  cavalry  company. 

The  last  military  organization  in  town 

was  in  1866.    After  the  close  of  the  Wa.r 

of  the  Rebellion  an  infantry  company  ^vas 

organized,  with  W.  H.  Fletcher  for  cap- 
es i 
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tain;  also  a  cavalry  company,  with  J-Iiram 
Perkins  for  captain.  These  companies 
were  both  finelv"  equipped  by  the  State, 
but  never  did  anv  oreat  militarv  service. 


They  were  disbasided 
Les;islature,  iS68. 


bv 


an  act  ot 


SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

wlio  settled  in  tov.  n  :  Lieut.  Thomas  Ly- 
ford,  Jonathan  Heath,  Starling  Heath, 
Thomas  Osgood,  Samuel  Warner,  Na- 
thaniel Webster,  P'ilield  L\tbrd,  iNath:in 
Kdson,  Trueworthy  Durgin,  Lieut.  John 
Whittier,  ALaj.  Lyman  Llitclicock,  Lieut. 
David  IJlanciiard,  Ensign  Jerry  McDaniels. 

SOLDIERS  OF  lSl2. 

Volunteers  from  this  town :  Luther 
Swan,  Simeon  Walker,  Leander  Corlis, 
Samuel  Duttou,  Ezra  Kennerson,  Peter 
Lyford,  Jesse  Webster,  David  Lyford, 
Royal  Gilbert. 

SOLDIERS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  lS6l. 

Demand  for  tiie  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter 
made  April  1 1,  1861,  promptly  refused  by 
ALij.  Anderson,  in  one  hour  hostilities  com- 


menced. The  President's  call  for  75,000 
men  was  received  in  this  town  by  the  jour- 
nals of  the  15th  of  ApriL  A  war  meeting 
was  at  once  called,  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration.  Stirring  speeches  were 
made  by  several  citizens,  and  it  was  at 
once  voted  to  recruit  a  compan\-,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Governor.  A  paper 
was  drawn  up,  and  volunteers  called  for, 
and  the  following  young  men  enrolled 
their  names  :   J.  P.  Lamson,  John  LJerine, 

F.  L.  Drown,  U.  L.  Collins,  H.  AL  Paige, 

G.  W.  Wright,  E.  S.  Hoyt,  Nathaniel 
Perry,  Chas.  PL  Newton,  L.  P>.  Scott,  S. 
PL  Pradish,  L.  S.  Gerry,  H.  Perkins, 
Horace  Carpenter,  Luke  A.  Davis,  C.  H. 
Goodale,  G.  P.  Hopkins,  E.  PL  Scott,  E. 
Gerry,  Lynian  Plopkins,  Fayette  Hopkins. 

The  services  of  these  volunteers  were  at 
once  tendered  to  the  Governor  by  Na- 
thaniel Perry  and  H.  M.  I'aige.  The  first 
regiment  was  already  full,  but  a  large  por- 
tion of  them  enlisted  in  otlier  regiments 
as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offered,  as  the 
followine;  roll  will  show  : 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THREE  VEARS, 

Credited  previous  to  call  for  300,000  Volunteers  of  Oct.  17,  1863. 


Names. 
Aiken,  Hiram 
Ainsworth,  Henry  A. 
liasconi,  William 
Bacon,  Wil'iirmi  W. 
IJalaw,  Siiiieon 
Inilavv,  Wlliam  ^ 
Pailey,  N.'  .haniel 
Jiatehekler,  Ziha 
1  Slake,  Daniel 
iModgett,  Steplien  P>. 
iJarnett,  Coo.  W. 
Carpeiuer,  Amasa 
Clujcvcr,  Moses  R. 
Clark,  William  H.  H. 
Collins,  Hartwcll  L. 

Desilets,  Carlos 
Dcreen,  John 
i>o\v,  Harrison 
1  >ow,  Harvey  S. 
Drown,  Frederick  L. 
Kastman,  Curtis  O. 
Pales,  John  W. 
Parr,  Jacob 
Lisk,  Frederick  \V. 
Ccrry,  Eli  P. 

<  j nodal c,  Chauncey 
Coodwin,  David  M. 
Grav,  Joshua  C. 
Orinin,  Clarendon 


Ane.  Enliilmeni. 
36  July  12,  G2. 
iS  June  16,  62. 
4  s  Feb.  62. 


24     "  " 

21  Aug.  31,  61. 

21  July  3,  61, 
38  June  30,  62. 

18  Sept.  5,  61. 

22  Sept.  2,  61. 
20  Sept.  3,  61. 

19  " 

20  Feb.  28,  62. 

26  June  T,  61. 

19  June  12,  62. 

22  June  r,  61. 

41  Aug.  21,  6r. 

34  Jur.e  I,  61. 

27  Aug.  S,  62. 
18  Sept.  30,  61. 

22  Mar.  22,  62. 

23  Sept.  3,6r. 
33  Aug.  30,  or. 

18  Sept,  4,  6[. 
June,  Gi. 

21  Au*:.  11,  62. 


Uerj.  Co. 


A 
I 

Bat, 

Bat. 

K 

K 

H 

H 

H 

K 

K 

G 


3  G 


9  1 

4  G 
Cav  C 


II  I 

6  F 

4  G 
4  H 


II  I 
I  Bat. 


Remarks. 

Tr.  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps,  April  17. 

Pro.  July  15,  64;  must,  out  June  13,  65. 

Dis.  Dec.  16,  62. 

Re-en.  Mar.  19,  64  ;  deserted  iMay  3,  64. 
Killed  at  Wilderness,  jSLay  5,  64. 
Died  Feb.  13,  62. 
Discharged  June  22.  63. 
Discharged  Dec.  19,  62. 

Re-en.  Dec.  15,  63;  tr.  to  Co.  E.  Feb.  25,  65. 
Must,  out  of  service  Sept.  30,  64. 
Re-en.  Dec.  15,  63  ;  tr.  to  Co.  F. 

Died  June  7,  62. 

Re-en.  Jan.  22,  64  ;  pro.  2  lieut.  Co.  E.  Aug. 
4,  64. 

Promoted  Corporal. 

Pro.  Sergeant  ;  dis.  Jan.  5,  63. 

Discharged  July  8,  62. 

Pro.  Sergt.;  discharged  June  5,  63. 

Sept.  27,  64  ;  dis.  June  29,  65. 

Must,  out  of  service,  Oct.  28,  64. 

Discharged  Oct.  31,  62. 

Reduced;  must,  out  Sept.  30,  64. 

Pro.  Cor.;  re-en.  Dec.  15,  63;  tr.  to  Co.  C. 

Feb.  25,  65. 
Must,  out  ()t  service  Sept.  30,  64. 
Pro.  surgeon  of  the  3d  reg. 
Must,  out  of  service  June  24,  65. 
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JVaiiies,  Age. 
Hall,  >fark  P. 
Hall,  Men  ill  K, 
Hatch,  Gonzalo  C. 
Hatch,  Jerome  B. 
Hatch,  Marshall  Fl 
Heath,  Nathan  L. 
Heath,  Jeremiah  A. 
Hill,  Andrew- 
Hill,  Lorenzo  D. 
Hitchcock,  Henry  C. 
Hooker,  Amos  O. 
Hooker,  Sanford  O. 
Hopkins,  William  J. 
Hoyt,  Alonzo  A. 
Hoyt,  Asa 
Hoyt,  Enoch  S. 
Hoyt,  Jonathan  P. 
Ingram,  John 
Kenerson,  Albert 
Kenerson,  William  T 
J.vford,  James  r.L 
M^ack,  Asa  13. 
Mar^h,  Henry  (). 
Marsh,  James  Jr. 
McCrillis,  Rufus 
McLean,  Samuel  E. 
Morrill,  Abel  K. 
Newton,  Charles  H. 

Oken,  John  E. 
Pac;e,  Henrv  M. 
Page,  Wallace  W. 

Paine,  Geo.  W. 
Perry,  Adolphus  \\.  J 
Perry,  Charles  H. 
Perry,  William  A. 
Putnam,  Chas.  P. 
Rudd,  John 


£/i2i.<liitciit.    /leg.  Co. 


Rudd,  William 
Russell,  Hiram  L. 
Scott,  Erastus  H. 
Scott,  Lutl;  ;r  B. 
Smith,  Jari.-,h  S. 
Stone,  Edward  G. 
Suni.ner,  Alonzo  L. 
'J'hompson,  Sam'l  H. 
Walbridge,  Don  C. 
West,  William  N. 

WMieeler,  John  Q.  A. 
Wilson,  Nathaniel  L. 
W^right,  Geo.  \V. 

Writer,  Anson  S. 


22    Aug.  2o,  DI. 

4  G 

2?  Aug.  31,  63. 

27  June  I,  6r. 

1  (< 

Cav  C 
"  «' 

27  June,  I,  6r. 

3  C 

I  Bat. 

22  May  7,  61. 

2  D 

I  Bat. 

iS  July  25,  62. 

ti  I 

19  Jan.  31,  62. 

7  H 

21  June  9,  62. 

9  I 

2S  May  29,  62. 

Cav  C 

41  Aug.  S,  62. 

II  I 

25  June  I,  6t. 

3  ^ 

44  Aug.  10,  63. 

»  H 

Cav  C 

"  D 

19  Mar.  20,  62. 

4  H 

Cav  C 

33  ^ept.  3,  61. 

4  G 

tS  Sept.  3,  Cr. 

«  <4 

3S  Aug.  12,  62. 

I  Bat. 

32  Se[Jt.  4.  61. 

4  H 

3  E 

22  Aug.  27,  61. 

4  G 

4  H 

Cav  C 

23  June  I,  61. 

3  G 

3  G 

21  Sept.  II,  61. 

4  H 

21  Sept.  3,  6r. 

4  G 

iS  Apr.  20,  63. 

May  1 1,  63. 

iS  June,  26,  63 

II  L 

26  June  8,  63. 

20  Aug.  6,  62. 

Aug.  II,  62. 

26  Sept.  4,  61. 

iS  Sept.  4,  61. 

26  Sept.  3,  61. 

22  Feb.  8,  62. 
36  Aug.  20,  61. 

23  June  29,  62. 

24  Sept.  7,  61. 


II  L 

"  I 

3  G 

4  G 
4  G 
(•  <( 

7  H 

4  H 

7  " 

4  " 


CavC 

22  Tulv  10,  61.  3  K 
28  June  iS,  61.      3  G 

21  June  I,  61.       3  G 


Remarks. 

Pro.  Sergt.;  must,  out  Sept.  30,  64. 
Tr.  to  Co.  B.  Feb.  25,  65 ;  out  July  3,  65. 
Re-en.  Dec.  21  ;  tr.  to  Co.  I,  July  25,  64. 
Promoted  to  IJeut. 

Reduced  to  rank  Oct.  31,  62. 

Died  June  14,  62. 

Musi,  from  service  June  24,  65. 
Pro.  Cor.  Feb.  18,  64;  re-en.  Feb.  20,  64. 
Pro.  Sergt.  Nov.  63  ;  died  Mar.  12,  64. 
Discharged  Oct.  22,  62. 

Must,  from  service  July  5,  65. 
Discharged  Feb..  19,  G3. 


Dropped  Apr,  10,  63. 

Must,  out  of  service  Feb.  4,  61. 

Died  of  wounds  received  inaction  June  6,  64. 

Pro.  to  Cor.  Nov.  i,  63  ;  do.  Ser.;  tr.  to  Co.  B. 

Re-en.  Dec.  12,  63 ;  tr.  to  Co.  E.  Feb.  25,  6<^. 

Pro.  Sergt.;  re-en.  Dec.  15,  C5  ;  1  I>t.  Co.  E. 
Oct!  I,  64. 

Pro.  to  Major. 

Rc-en.  Jan.  22,  64  ;  killed  at  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3,  64. 

Re-en.  Dec.  21,  63;  tr.  to  Co.  I  July  25,  64. 

Re-en.  Jan.  15,  63;  tr.  to  Co.  C.  Feb.  25,  65. 

Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  1864. 

Brigade  Band. 
<(  (( 

Died  June  23,  64,  of  wounds  reed,  in  action 

iMay,  64. 
Died  May  6,  64. 

Mu.-;t.  out  of  service  June  24,  65, 
Killed. 

Pio.  2d  Lt.  Co.  E.  Aug.  I,  62. 
Died  Nov.  9,  62. 

Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  10,  64. 
Re-en.  Feb.  20,  64;  pro.  Cor.  Oct.  i,  64. 
Pro.  Cor.;  killed  at  Spottsylvania,  ^[ay  12,  65. 
Died  Nov.  27,  62. 

Pro.  Sergt.;  re-en.  Dec.  15,  63;  pris.  of  war 
since  June  23,  64. 


Farr,  William  II. 

Hopkins,  Oliver  W. 
Hoyt,  Edwin  A. 
Kimball,  Isaac  N. 
Mason,  Irlenry  L. 
Trow,  Kenrlrick  44  Sept, 


Brickett,  Willard  P. 


20  Dec.  7,  63. 
18  Sept.  I,  63. 

27  Nov.  10,  63. 


Discharged  Oct.  31,  62. 

Pro.  Sergt.;  re-en.  Dec.  32,  61  ;  died  May  ir, 

64,  from  wounds  received  in  action. 
Re-en.  Dec.  21,  63;  died  July  15,  64,  of 
wounds  received  in  action. 

Volmitccrs  for  Three  Years. 

3  G     Tr.  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps  Mav  23,  64.  Disch. 

Aug.  9,  1S65. 
17  C     Must,  out  of  serv.  Julv  14,  1S65. 
3  Bat. 
3  Bai.  Di-.d. 

II  T     Died  Sept.  13,  1864. 
3,  03.    17  D     Died  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  Aug.  24,  1S64. 

Volunteer  for  One  Year. 

Cav.  .  , 


CABOT. 


i2t 


.  Names. 
Hainett,  George  M. 
Chcever,  Moses  R. 
Collins,  llanvvell  L. 

Gerry,  Eli  P. 

ilatch,  Gonzalo  C. 
Hooker,  Amos  O. 
Ilupkins,  Daniel  F. 
McLean,  Samuel  F.. 
I'age,  Wallace  W. 

Ppine,  George  W. 
I'crry,  Adoli)hus  1>.  Jr. 
Wright,  George  W. 
Writer,  Anson  S. 


Iloyt,  Jonathan  P. 
McCauley,  Kenneth 

Two  men. 


Adams,  Chas.  S. 
Boyle,  Orvis  P. 
Corles,  Frederick 
Dow,  John  K. 
Fletcher,  William  H. 
Gibson,  Charles 
Houghton,  Charles  L, 
Johnson,  Silas  G. 
Kimball,  Isaac 
Maberny,  V\''iiliam 
Osgood,  Andrew  E. 
Pel  kins,  Eben  S. 
Perkins,  riiram 
Shaw,  George  E. 
Wilson,  Joseph 
Wilson,  Freeman 

Clark,  Emery  II. 
Dow,  Harvey  S. 
Haines,  William  J. 
Hazen,  Jas[)er  J. 
Heath,  George  R. 
Perry,  Anthony 
Perry,  Jewett 
Smith, 'Henry  D.  - 


Volun/ec?'s  Rc-enlistcd. 


Age.  Enlutment. 
22   Sept.  2,  6l. 
19  Sept.  3,  61. 
26  June  T,  61. 


33  Aug.  30,  61.     4  PI 


Refj.  Co.  Kemnrks. 
4  li     Re-en  Dec.  15, 1S63,  tr.  to  Co.  E.  Feb.  25,  65. 
4  G     Re-en  Dec.  15,  1S63,  tr.  to  Co.  F.  Feb.  25,  65. 
3  G     Re-en  Jan.  26,  1864,  pro.  to  cd  lieut.,  Co.  E. 
Aug,  4,  1864, 
Pro.  to  corp.  ;   re-en  Dec.  15,  1S63  ;   tr.  to 
Co.  C.  Feb.  25,  1865 

27  June  I,  61.  3  G  Re-en  Dec.  21,  63  ;  tr.  to  Co.  I.  July  25,  64. 
19  June  31,  62.     7  H    Pro.  corp.  Feb.  18,  64  ;  re-en  Feb.  2C,  64. 

2  Bat. 

32  Sept.  4,  6r.      4  II    Re-en  Dec.  15,  63  ;  tr.  to  Co.  E.  Feb.  25,  65. 
23  June  1.  61.      3  G     Re-en  Jan.  22,  1864  ;  killed  at  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3,  1S64. 

25  June  I,  61.  3  G  Re-en  Dec.  21,  63  ;  tr.  to  Co.  I.  July  25,  64. 
21  Sept.  II,  61.    4  PI     Re-en  Dec.  15,  63;  tr.  to  Co.  C.  Feb.  25,  65, 

28  June  10,  61.  3  G  Pro.  sergt.  ;  re-en  Dec.  31,  63;  died  May  ii. 
21  June  I,  61.       3  G     Re-en.  Dec.  21,  63.    Died  July  15,  64,  of 

wound  received  in  action. 


44 


Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 
Aug.  10,63.     3  ^    Tr.  from  Vet.  Res.  Corps 
25,  64. 

MisceUa7ieous  not  Credited  by  lYaiJie. 
Volu)Ueers  for  Ni>[c  Months. 

13  c 


tr.  to  Co.  K.  July 


Killed  at  Gettysburg. 


Furnished  under  Draft.    Paid  Conunu,  ation. 


Sprai 


ue,  Alonzo  F. 


Whittier,  Plarrison 
Vv'ood,  Hiram  T. 

Fisher,  Chas.  M. 
Smith,  Geo.  C. 


Hopkins,  Lyman  H. 
Ilowe,  Samuel  W. 
Knapp,  p'rancis  L. 
Swazev,  I'arker 


Procured  Substitutes. 

Entered  Service. 
6  A 


July  29,  6: 


6  i:> 


2  I    Missing  in  action  May  5,  64. 
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Total,  1 38.  Of  this  number  9  were 
kiJled  in  action,  iS  died  from  disease,  5 
from  wounds  received  in  action ;  of  the 
number  that  returned,  many  of  them  con- 
tracted disease  from  which  they  have  since 
died,  or  are  now  suffering. 

The  town  paid  about  $9000  bounty,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  to  the  credit  of  the 
town  be  it  said,  we  had  no  war  debt  upon 
us.  Taxes  were  levied,  and  promptly  paid 
when  money  was  plenty. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  and  when 
those  wlio  had  gone  first  and  done  battle 
so  valiantly  for  their  country  had  returned 
to  their  peaceful  avocations  of  life,  the 
thoughts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
were  turned  to  those  who  had  given  their 
lives  to  connnue  the  life  of  our  nation,  and 
wishing  to  hand  down  their  names  in 
grateful  remembrance  to  generations  yet 
unborn,  an  article  was  inserted  in  the 
warning  for  IMarch  meeting,  1873,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  subject  of  erecting  a 
monument  to  their  memory. 

At  this  meeting  a  committee  was  elected 
to  obtain  diagiam  specimens  of  material, 
cost  of  the  same,  place  of  location,  and 
report  at  the  next  March  meeting ;  J.  P. 
Lamson,  M.  P.  Wallace  and  Milton  Plsher, 
com.  Final  action  was  not  reached  until 
the  annual  meeting,  1S75,  when  $1500 
was  voted  for  a  soldiers'  monument  on  the 
Common,  and  the  committee  before  ap- 
pointed were  instructed  to  purchase  and 
locate  the  same.  The  committee  con- 
tracted with  Mr.  Harrington,  of  Barre,  to 
erect  a  monument  of  Barre  granite,  at  a 
cost  of  $1500,  on  the  highest  point  on  the 
Common,  in  front  of  the  Congregational 
church.  The  height  of  the  monument  is 
21  feet;  upon  the  die,  inscriptions: 

West  Side: 

to  the  memory  of  cabot  soldiers 
who  fell  in  the  great  re- 
bellion of  1861-1865. 
licet  Desituin  est.    Pro  pat ri  a7?ioril 
North  side.— Adjutant,  Abel  Morrill, 
Jr.;  2d  lieutenant,  Luther  B.  Scott;  Ser- 
geant, Sanford  O.  Hooker,  Eli  P.  Gerry, 
Samuel  H.  Thompson,  George  W.  Wright, 
Anson  S.  Writer;  privates,  Ziba  Batch- 


elder,  Nathaniel  Bailey,  William  H.  Clark, 
Carlos  Desoletts,  John  II.  Dow. 

East  Side. — Privates,  Wm.  G.  Frenth, 
Jeremiah  A.  Heath,  Andrew  Hill,  James 
C.  Hill,  Enoch  S.  Hoit,  Isaac  Kimball, 
Albert  Kenerson,  Rufus  McCrillis,  Henry 
O.  Marsh,  Henry  S,  Mason,  Andrew  E. 
Osgood,  Wallace  Page. 

South  Side. — Privates,  Adolphus  B. 
Perry,  Charles  H.  Perry,  JewettW.  Perry, 
John  Rudd,  William  Rndd,  Erastus  H. 
Scott,  Parker  Swazey,  Don  C.  Walbridge, 
IJarvis  S.  Smith,  George  E.  Stone,  Ken- 
'  drick  Trow,  Edward  E.  Hall. 

This  monument  was .  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  these  deceased  soldiers  July 
4,  1876,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  with  singing  by 
the  choir,  prayer  by  Rev.  \\.  S.  Adams, 
dedicatory  address  by  J.  P.  Lamson.  Esq., 
music  by  the  Montpelier  Band,  and  me- 
morial and  dedication  services  by  Brooks 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  from  Montpelier.  From 
the  Me  address  of  Mr.  I^amson  we  make 
the  following  brief  extract : 

We  meet  to-day  around  this  monument 
of  the  fidlen  herOes  of  Cabot  to  join  in  the 
ceremonies  of  its  dedication.  By  the 
people  of  Cabot  this  stmcture  has  been 
reared  in  commemoration  of  those  noble 
men,  who,  when  rebellious  hands  were 
raised  against  their  country's  life,  bade  a 
last  farewell  to  kindred  and  home,  ancl 
went  forth  to  die  in  its  defence.  Their 
sacred  names  are  enshrined  in  our  mem- 
ories, and  engraved  on  the  tablets  of  our 
hearts  ;  as  long  as  life  shall  last,  we,  of 
this  generation,  shall  cherish  the  recol- 
lections of  their  heroic  deeds  and  noble 
martyrdom  with  a  devotion  which  no  mon- 
ument can  kindle,  and  no  inscription  can 
keep  alive.  But  time  will  pass,  and  mem- 
ories and  traditions  shall  fail,  and  the 
tablet  of  ilesh  must  moulder  into  dust.  It 
is  fit,  therefore,  that  we  should  carv^e  on 
the  everlasting  granite  the  names  of  that 
noble  band,  that  our  children  and  our 
children's  children  may  learn  by  whose 
blood  our  country  was  baptized  into  new 
life,  and  the  bonds  of  its  union  were  ce- 
mented for  all  coming  time. 

Let  this  monument  stand,  then,  a  proud 
memorial  of  the  dead,  and  may  time  touch 
I  it  with  a  gentle  hand  as  it  bears  to  suc- 
I  ceeding  gerierations  its  just  and  deservhig 
•  record. 

At  this  time  I  am  oppressed  with  a  sense 
of  tb.e  impropriety  of  uttering  words  on  this 
1  occasion.  If  silence  is  ever  golden,  it  must 
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1)C  here  beside  this  monument,  which  bears 
the  names  of  thirty-six  men  whose  lives 
were  more  significant  than  speech,  and 
whose  death  was  a  poem,  the  music  of 
which  can  never  be  sung.  For  love  of 
country  they  accepted  death.  That  act 
resolved  ali  doubts,  and  made  immortal 
tlieii:  patriotism  and  their  virtue. 

Fortunate  men  !  Your  country  lives  be- 
cause you  died  ;  your  fame  is  placed  where 
the  breath  of  calumny  can  never  reach  it; 
where  the  mistakes  of  a  weary  life  can 
never  dim  its  brightness.  Coming  gen- 
erations will  rise  up  to  call  you  blessed. 
So  unselfish,  so -little  looking  for  reward, 
so  trusting  for  the  final  good,  so  venturing 
for  the  brotherhood  of  man  on  the  father- 
hood of  God.  And  it  was  for  this  senti- 
m^nt  of  country,  and  nothing  else,  that 
these  whose  names  are  en^-raved  on  this 


monument  fu  st  sprang  to  arms  and  offered 


LIEUT.   COLONEL  KIM15ALL. 
BY  J.  C.  JUMUt?  LANGBIKX,  OF  NEW  YOHK  CITY, 

Ch'i/  Justice,  and  formerly  Druvimer  of  " 
C.  gi/i^  Y.  Vols.  I  Haii<ki7is  Zoitaves. 
Eliphalet  Addison  Kimball  was  born 
June  3.  1822,  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.  His 
mother  survived  his  birth  but  11  days. 
His  father,  soon  after  the  death  of  his  wife, 
removed  to  Cabot,  Vt.,  where  Addison's 
aunt  and  uncles  resided,  and  it  was  here 
he  and  she,  who  mourns  him  as  his  de- 
voted widow,  lived  in  childhood  together 
until  his  17th  year,  when  he  went  to  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  learned  the  printer's  trade, 
returned  to  Vermont,  and  entered  the  office 
of  the  U'oodslock  Age,  Charles  G.  East- 
I  man  editor  and  owner,  a  man  of  education 


themselves  as  n-;artvrs.    "  Mv  Country 

and  the  "old  flag,"' how  these  thoughts  and  accomplishments,  poet  and  politician 
quickened  the  elastic   step,  which  bore 
them  to  the  strife.    How  it  lingered  on 
dying  lips  when  trie  bloody  fray  was  over 


'icil  her  I  die  for  my  country."'  Softly 
would  we  touch  the  strings  that  vibrate 
only  to  plaintive  notes — husband,  father, 
brother,  son,  the  loved,  the  fondly  cher- 
ished. 

Nobly  did  they  fall,  and  in  a  righteous 
cause.  Their  country  called,  and  in  the 
great  catise  of  humanity  they  died.  And 
tliough  their  bones  lie  bleaching  on  a 
Southern  soil,  far  away  from  friends  and 
home,  yet  ever  fresh  will  be  their  mem- 
ories in  the  hearts  of  the  living  and  the 
loved.  And  their  records  will  remain  from 
everlasting  to  everlasting,  after  this  mon- 
ument dedicated  to  them  shall  have  crum- 
bled into  dust. 

To  you,  soldiers  of  this  town,  this  monu- 
ment is  dedicated  :  make  vourselves  worthv 


Young  Kimball  in  two  years  bought  the 
Age,  and  became  its  editor  and  publisher, 
Mr.  Eastman  purchasing  the  Vermont Fat- 


riot,  and  removing  to  Aiontpelier,  While 
editor  of  the  Age  the  war  with  Mexico  was 
agitated.  The  Age,  a  democratic  paper, 
took  strong  sides  with  the  government, 
then  under  democratic  control.  The  young 
editor  wrote  with  instinctive  force  and 
character,  and  his  editorials  attracted  at- 
tention. By  a  sort  of  magnetism,  v/hich 
he  even  then  possessed,  he  soon  gained 
influential  friends.  Jt  was  remarked  there 
was  no  other  young  man  24  years  of  age 
who  had  more  friends  air.ong  the  demo- 
cratic leaders,  and  that  took  the  pride  and 
interest  in  him  they  did.    This  influence 


stock,  commanding. 

He  gave  up  his  paper  -and  post-office  to 
be  a  soldier — he  was  postmaster  atWood- 


ot  the  honor.  Your  past  is  at  least  secure,  j  and  friendship  secured  him  a  captain's 
.May  you  so  conduct  yourselves  jn  the  con-  j  commission  from  President  Polk  in  the  oth 
liicts  ot  life  as  to  presen-e  untadea  those  ' 
wreaths  of  glory,  which  your  deeds  have  so 
nobly  won. 

Let  generation  after  generation,  as  they 
pass  from  the  cradle  to'the  grave,  be  re- 
niinded,  as  thev  look  on  this  enduring  i 
monument,  of  the  conflicts  which  inaug^-  j  stock,  and  the  quartermaster  office ;  he 
urated  the  birth  of  our  country,  of  the  i  had  been  appointed  by  Gov.  Slade,  of 
hardships  and  sacrifices  by  which  it  was  j  Vermont,  quartermaster  of  the  3d.  Div. 
pursued,  and  the  serious  part  they  may  be  {  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^-^^^ 

t.iued  upon  to  pertorm  for  its  further  per- 1  .  ^        tt     '     •  , 

petuation.  I       Mexico,  May  27,  1047.    He  wasm  the 

Let  it  stand,  then,  an  everlasting  nie- i  ^^^t  engagements  at  Contreras  and  Churu- 
niorial  and  teacher,  and  in  the  ceremonies  j  busco. 

hIm ^^'^']^"^ '"'■^^'^  j     For  his  brave  conduct  in  these  en^age- 

nold  it  tenderlv  m  the  hollow  ot  his  hand,  ,  •     ,    ,  ,  -  , 

and  consecrate  it  with  his  continual  bless-  '^^ents  he  received  a  brevet,  and  trom  that 
ings.  time  was  mentioned  and  thanked  in  gen- 
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eral  orders  in  nearly  every  engagement 
under  Gen.  Scott.  Col.  Ransom,  the 
commander  of  the  regiment,  loved  him  as 
his  son,  and  Avas  as  proud  of  him  as  one 
brave  man  can  be  of  another.  At  Chepu.I- 
tepec,  where  Ransom  fell,  young  Kimball 
with  the  Vermont  boys,  was  the  first  to 
reach  the  Mexican  flag  on  the  heights, 
which  he  tore  down  quick  as  a  flash,  and 
surmounted  with  the  stripes  and  stars. 

Owing  to  some  misunderstanding,  the 
credit  of  this  achievement  was  given  to 
Major  Seymour,  of  the  regiment,  whom  it 
made  so  famous  that  he  became  the  gov- 
ernor of  Connecticut. 

After  the  fight,  he  was  given  a  picket 
body  of  men  to  open  communications  witli 
tlve  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  bring  up  sup- 
plies and  recmits  for  the  army.  This  duty 
having  been  satisfactorily  performed,  he 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  vessel, 
taking  the  troops  home  to  Ft.  Adams. 
R.  I.  He  had  also  received  his  commis- 
sion as  brevet  major.  Aug.  20,  1847,  and 
his  welcome  home  was  an  ovation  from  the 
time  he  left  Fort  Adams  until  he  visited 
Cabot,  the  scene  of  his  childhood  days, 
where  the  oldest  and  most  respected  cit- 
izens, headed  by  Captain  Perry,  a  soldier 
of  the  Vt.  Militia,  as  their  Grand  Marshal, 
paraded  and  marched  through  the  town  in 
his  honor,  and  in  the  evening  a  grand  ban- 
quet was  spi  cad,  where  he  was  welcomed 
home  by  people  of  all  shades  of  political 
and  social  life. 

During  all  these  stirring  records  of  his 
life  there  was  one  who  watched  his  every 
movement,  and  shared  with  him  in  his 
triumph  and  glory,  and  2  years  later,  Nov. 
I,  1849,  Major  Kimball  was  man'ied  at  the 
church  where  they  had  both  been  bap- 
tized, to  her  in  whose  heart  his  memory 
will  ever  be  green.  At  this  time  he  was 
the  Route  Agent  from  Wells  River  to 
Boston.  The  following  year  the  young 
couple  cam.e  to  New  York  City,  where 
Major  Kimball  obtained  a  responsible  po- 
sition on  the  New  York  Herald.  He  re- 
mained on  the  Hrrald  until  1853,  when  he 
was  appointed  by  President  Pierce  in  the 
New  York  Cu.stom  House.    It  was  while 


there  employed  that  the  Southern  rebellion 
broke  out. 

Apr.  16,  1S61,  Major  Kimball  wrote  to 
Gov.  Fairbanks,  of  Vermont,  ofleriag  his 
services.  The  Governor  was  unable  to  give 
him  a  command.  He  next  offered  his  ser- 
vices to  the  9th  New  York  Vols.  (Haw- 
kins Zouaves)  and  was  elected.  This  reg- 
iment was  first  ordered  to  Riker's  Island, 
in  the  East  river.  While  here  the  news 
agents  of  New  York  City  presented  to 
Major  Kimball  an  elegant  sword,  and  his 
friends  of  tlie  Custom  House  a  beautiful 
pair  of  epaulettes.  The  march  of  the 
"Ninth"  down  Broadway  to  the  seat  of 
war  was  one  of  the  grandest  ovations  of 
the  kind  ever  witnessed  in  the  metropolis. 

The  Major,  by  his  soldierly  bearing, 
fame,  bravery  and  experience  in  the  Mex- 
ican War,  inspired  the  men  with  confi- 
dence, and  the  regiment  had  perfected 
itself  in  dri-li  and  discipline.  They  were 
looked  upon  with  pride  and  affection  by 
the  city  of  New  York.  June  5,  the  reg- 
iment left  New  York,  embarked  on  tlie 
"  Marion  and  "  George  Peabody  ;  June 
10,  it  covered  the  rear  of  our  reti eating- 
forces  at  Big  Bethel.  It  was  not  other- 
wise actively  engaged  with  the  enemy  in 
this  engagement.  Aug.  4,  '61,  Major  K. 
was  surprised  by  the  following  communi- 
cation : 

Camp  Butlp:r,  Newport  News,  Va.,  ? 

August  4,  1 86 1.  \ 

Maj.  E.  A.  Kiniball,  ^th  Reg.  N.  V.  Vols: 

We,  the  undersigned  oflicers  of  the  ist 
Regiment  Vermont  Volunteer  Militia,  be- 
ing about  to  depart  to  our  native  State  to 
be  mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  U.  S. 
Government,  do  hereby  tender  to  you  our 
I  kindest  regards,  and  hope  ere  long  to  see 
j  you  in    your   appropriate    position,  the 
j  Commander  of  a  Regiment  of  Green 
i  Mountain  Boys  of  such  men  as  you  have 
!  heretofore  led  to  victory  on  six  difterent 
I  battle-fields  in  support  of  the  honor  and 
I  flag  of  your  country,  and  we  ardently  de- 
i  sire  to  see  you  again  manfully  fighting  at 
j  the  head  of  a  regiment,  leading  to  victory, 
honor  and  glory,  the  citizen  soldiery  of 
your  own  much-loved  State. of  Vermont. 

I  To  command  a  regiment  of  Green 
j  ^Mountain  Boys  was  an  ardent,  long-fcit 
I  desire  of  Major  Kimbairs.    He  was  one  of 
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the  first  to  offer  his  services  to  Governor 
I'^airbanks.  It  was  ahva)s  a  regret  that 
tini^ed  the  remainder  of  his  life  that  a  com- 
mand had  not  been  olTered  him  from  that 
State,  for  he  felt  that  his  services  in  Mexico 
entitled  him  to  such  an  honor.  A  few 
days  after  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island  he 
wrote  home  to  his  wife  : 

We  have  had  a  big  fight  and  a  splendid 
victor}-.    I  have  not  time  to  tell  you  the 
particulars,  except  that  1  charged  the  bat- 
tery at  the  head  of  my  Nev;  York  boys. 
God  bless  them!  we  carried  it.    It  was 
fully  equal  to  anything  I  ever  saw  before. 
The  prisoners  say  they  fired  at  me  time  j 
and  time  again,  and  that  I  must  bear  a  I 
charmed  life.  They  did  fire  at  me  smartly.  ! 
You  will  see  the  papers.    I  am  well  now, 
but  can't  go  through  many  more  as  I  did  j 
th.e  other.    I  u'ish  /  could'  have  made  the 
same  charge  at  the  head  of  a  Veniwiit  Reg- 
inieiit,  but  it  was  not  to  be  so. 

A  sore  spot  in  his  heart ;  he  loved  the 
Vermont  boys.  In  another  letter  to  his 
wife  : 

You  may  rest  assured  if  we  have  a  chance, 
you  will  hear  a  good  account  of  us.  Our 
Regiment  numbers  950  men,  and  next  to 
the  '*old  Mexico  9th,''  is  the  best  I  ever 
saw. 

Feb.  8,  "62,  tlie  battle  of  Roanoke  Island, 
where  the  regiment  gained  its  first  fame, 
making  the  first  decisive,  successful  bay- 
onet charge  of  the  war.  The  battle  had 
been  raging  for  some  time  when  the  Third 
Brigade  was  sent  for,  and  they  began  to 
advance,  the  "  Ninth taking  the  lead. 
The  road  was  a  long,  narrow  causeway, 
flanked  by  marsh  and  ditches,  and  at  the 
head  a  three-gun  battery  had  a  range  of 
the  field.  The  left  wing  advanced,  led  by 
Kimball,  sword  in  hand,  cheering  on  his 
men.  "Now  is  the  time,  and. you  are  the 
men,''  cried  Gen.  Foster,  and  the  Zouaves 
rushed  forward,  with  their  peculiar  cry  of 
"Zou!  Zou  I  Zou !  their  red  caps  and 
blue,  baggy  unifomi  filling  the  narrow 
causcv.ay,  the  intrepid  Kimball  leading 
them.  The  thunder  of  the  rebel  guns  was 
heard ;  quick  as  their  flash  every  man 
prostrates  himself  upon  his  face;  the  iron 
grape  and  cannister  speed  overhead,  and 
lodge  behind,  scattering  death  among  the 
other  troops.     The  Zouaves  mount  the 


parapet  upon  which  their  colors  are  plant- 
ed, and  before  the  rebel  gunners  have 
time  to  reload,  their  soldiers  are  flying  in 
ten-or  to  the  rear.  A  prisoner  after  the 
battle  said  :  "It  was  perfectly  frightful  to 
witness  the  mad  career  in  \vhich  the 
Zouaves  advanced  upon  a  work  which, 
until  that  moment,  every  one  in  it  had 
supposed  to  be  impregnable." 

From  report  of  General  Parke  to  General 
L)urn5yde  : 

The  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  troops 
through  the  swamp  being"  so  great,  it  was 
decided  to  change  the  course  of  the  9th 
N.  Y.  Regiment,  and  the  order  was  sent 
to  the  Colonel  to  turn  to  the  left,  and 
charge  the  batteiy  directly  up  the  road, 
and  the  regiment,  with  a  hearty  yell  and 
cheer,  stmck  into  the  road,  and  made  for 
the  battery  on  the  nm.  The  order  was 
gi\-en  to  charge  the  enemy  v^'ith  fixed  bay- 
onets. This  was  done  in  '  gallant  style, 
Major  Ki.mbai.l  tal^ing  the  lead.  The 
Major  was  very  conspicuous  during  the 
movement,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
commending  him  to  your  favorable  notice. 

Col.  Hawkins  in  his  report: 

Upon  reaching  the  battle-ground,  I  was 
ordered  to  outflank  the  eriemy  on  their  left, 
where  they  were  in  position  behind  an  in- 
trcnchment,  mounting  three  guns.  After 
leading  the  Ninth  New  York  into  a  marsh, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  enem}'''s  work, 
amidst  a  heavy  fire  from  them  of  grape 
and  musketry,  the  order  was.  given  to 
charge  the  regiment  with  fixed  bayonets. 
This  was  done  in  gallant  style,  Major 
KiMBAi.L  taking  the  lead, 

A  friend  who  served  with  the  Major  in 
Mexico  writes  to  him  : 

My  Dear  Major : — Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest !    I  have  just  been  reading  an  ac- 
count of  your  gallant  charge  at  the  head  of 
j  your  boys  on  Roanoke  Island.    It  fairly 
I  made  the  tears  come  into  my  eyes  when  I 
!  read  of  my  old  comn'tander's  offer  to  lead 
I  the  charge,  and  doing  it,  too,  as  no  one 
;  but  he  could  do  it.  I  would  give  ten  years 
j  of  my  life  to  ha\'e  been  by  your  side.  I 
!  glory  in  your  glory,  and  would  like  to 
I  shake  the  hand  of  every  boy  of  the  9th. 
I  God  bless  the  number !    The  glorious  news 
!  from  Roanoke  tells  me  that  you  liave  been 
i  doing  to  the  flag  of  the  rebels  what  vou 
j  did  to  the  Mexican  flag  in  '47.    I  am  "not 
j  disappointed,  for  I  knew  that  }ou  would 
allow  no  one  to  get  nearer  the  enemy  tlian 
yourself. 

Shortly  after   this  battle,  Lieut.  Col. 
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Betts,  of  the  regiment,  resigned,  andAI:ij. 
Kimball  was  promoted  to  Lieut.  Colonel, 
Feb.  14,  1862. 

At  the  battle  of  South  Mills,  N.  C, 
Ap.  9,  '61,  Col.  Kimball  displayed  the 
same  bravery,  riding  in  the  midst  of  the 
battle,  at  the  head  of  the  Ninth,"  or- 
dered to  charge  the  enemy.  This  battle, 
comparatively  unheard  of,  was  of  tlie  ut- 
most importance  to  the  country,  as  it  led 
to  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  N9rfolk. 
The  regiment  marched  46  miles  in  26 
hours,  in  addition  to  battle.  Col.  Kim- 
ball, writing  of  it  to  his  wife,  says : 

We  have  had  a  terrible  fight,  the  hottest 
fire  I  was  ever  uiuler.  My  hoise  was  shot 
under  me.  ^^'e  lost  73  men  from  our  reg- 
iment.   I  escaped,  as  usual,  unhurt. 

At  South  Mountain,  September  14,  the 
"Ninth"  supported  Clark's  Battery  of 
Regulars,  the  prelude  to  "Antietam." 
Major  Judevine  l;ad  command  of  the  89th 
N.  Y.  The  enemy  niade  several  fierce 
charges  upon  this  battery,  which  was  gal- 
lantly supported  by  the  "Ninth*"  under 
its  gallant  Colonel.  After  crossing  Antie- 
tam  Creek,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  by 
the  enemy's  sharp-shooters,  the  enemy 
took  position  under  the  brow  of  the  steep 
heights,  many  of  the  enemy's  shells  strik- 
ing in  front  of  them,  and  ricocheting  over 
their  heads  before  exploding,  while  others 
burst  in  the  ranks,  killing  and  wounding 
the  brave  uvys.  Kimball  in  command, 
impatiently  waiting  the  order  to  advance, 
with  sword  in  hand,  stood  upon  the  brow 
of  the  hill,  the  perfect  picture  of  the  hero. 

The  long-expected  command  came,  the 
regiment  lushed  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
their  leader  in  advance.  Storm,  of  shot 
and  shell  greeted  them.  Zou-Zou-Zou  ! 
their  war-cry  rang  wildly  above  the  bat- 
tle\s  din.  Outstripping  f^ir  the  rest  of  their 
line  in  their  daring  charge,  on  they  swept. 
.  .  .  .  Men  falling  at  every  step  fir  back 
as  could  be  seen,  the  track  of  the  regiment 
strewn  with  the  slain,  the  brave  Kimball  or- 
dered his  bugler,  Flocton,  by  his  side,  to 
blov;  the."  Assembly  of  the  Ninth."  It  was 
done  ;  the  regiment  rallied  ;  they  encounter 
a  stone  wall ;  with  a  wild  cheer  they  sur- 
mount it.    Here  a  terrific  bavonet  hght 


takes  place  ;  the  Zouaves  hold  their  own  ; 
re-inforcemenls  arrive  ;  the  enemy  retreat 
in  wild  confusion,  Kimball  writes  to  his 
beloved  wife  : 

I  am  out  of  the  hardest-fought  battle  I 
was  ever  in,  and  probably  the  hardest 
fought  on  this  continent.  I  lost  221  out 
of  469  of  my  regiment  which  I  took  into 
action.  I  got  a  slight  bruise.  It  was  only 
by  the  mercy  of  Divine  Providence  that 
any  of  us  escaped.  We  have  fought  a 
great  battle,  and  won  a  great  victory,  but 

the  cost  has  been  immense  

1  had  my  horse  shot  under  nie  by  a  shell 
explosion.    He  is  well,  however. 

For  his  meritorious  conduct  in  this 
battle.  Col.  Kimball  was  es'pecially  men- 
tioned and  thanked  in  the  official  report  of 
Gen.  Cox,  commanding  the  9th  army 
corps. 

At  Fredericksburg,  under  General  Burn- 
side,  the  regiment  was  engaged,  Colonel 
Kimball  in  command.    He  writes  : 

Di'ar  L7U' : — The  cannon  are  now  firing 
so  the  very  earthquakes;  near 400 of  them 
in  action.  We  get  in  line  in  a  few  min- 
utes. God  knows  how  soon  t!ie  line  may 
be  broken,  and  who  com.es  out  of  to-day. 
To-day  v/ill  undoubtedly  decide  the  fate  of 
our  nation,  and  if  I  fall,  God  knows  I  shall 
do  so  loving  m}-  country.  Already  has 
commenced  one  of  the  greatest  battles  of 
the  world.  My  horse  is  saddled  and  before 
my  tent,  and  v;e  shall  attempt  to  cross  the 
river  in  a  few  minutes.  God  bless  you  all ! 

Addison. 

But  with  all  his  dash  and  intrepidity, 
many  an  officer  and  soldier  in  the  ranks 
can  bear  witness  that  in  battle  he  was  cool 
and  collected  as  on  parade.    He  was  no 
holiday  soldier ;  he  dreaded  the  horrors  of 
a  battle-field,  but  personally  knew  no  fear; 
a  braver  man  and  traer  soldier  never  lived. 
He  was  a  patriot,  and  that  patriotism  was 
j  not  born  of  the  rebellion.    He  had  a  rev- 
j  erence  for  the  old  flag.    He  was  often 
I  heard  to  say  :    It  is  the  proudest  flag  that 
i  floats,  and  his  right  arm  and  his  life  were 
j  always  ready  in  its  defence, 
j     He  fought  in  other  battles  as  heroically, 
j  When  Col.  Kimball  commanded,  he  al- 
I  ways  led  his  men  into  the  battle  ;  and  yet 
how  reluctantly  we  comieto  that  fatal  night, 
Apr,  12,  1863,    On  that  night  the  reg- 
iment lost  its  father  and  the  nation  one  of 
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its  most  gallant  and  heroic  defenders — the 
hero  of  sixteen  battles,  in  which  he  had 
been  the  bravest  of  the  brave/'  and  that 
not  by  the  sword,  nor  by  the  bayonet  of 
the  enemy  :  the  regiment  could  have  borne 
that ;  bvit  he  was  mercilessly  shot  down  in 
cold  blood  by  an  ofticer  of  the  same  army, 
most  recreant  deed  ! 

By  order  from  Gen.  Dix,  tiie  regiment 
in  command  of  Gen.  Peck,  left  Pittsmouth 
for  Suffolk  the  eve  of  the  I2tli,  marching 
the  distance  of  30  miles,  and  coming  in  at 
I  o'clock  at  night  the  13th.  The  troops 
were  ordered  to  be  under  arms  at  3  o'clock. 
Col.  Kimball  was  tired  and  worn  out,  but 
his  soldierly  instincts  would  not  let  him 
sleep  until,  an  attack  being  expected,  he 
had  made  inspection  of  the  ground.  While 
thus  engaged,  on  foot,  with  no  weapon  but 
his  sword,  he  encountered  a  body  of  horse- 
men, and  soldier  as  he  was,  on  his  own 
camp-ground,  he  immediately  ordered  a 
halt,  and  demanded  the  countersign,  plac- 
ing his  hand  at  the  same  time  upon  the 
liilt  of  his  sword,  as  if  in  the  act  of  draw- 
ing it.  The  body  of  hoisemen  were  Brig- 
adier General  Michael  Corcoran,  who  was 
officer  of  the  day,  and  his  staff,  who,  with- 
out a  wc)rd  of  warning,  drew  a  pistol  from 
his  holster  and  fired,  the  ball  striking  the 
Colonel  in,  and  passing  through,  his  neck. 
Fool-hardy  and  terrible  blunder  !  The 
news  spread  through  camp  like  wild- 
fire. The  regiment  was  frantic.  They 
could  not  realize  at  first  the  lament- 
able, and  to  them  costly,  situation  of 
affrirs.  He,  for  whom  they  all  thought  no 
bullet  was  ever  cast,  shot  down  in  cold 
blood.  Their  indignation  knew  no  bounds, 
and  they  demanded  immediate  court- 
martial,  and  refused  to  do  duty,  and  threat- 
ened dire  vengeance  unless  it  was  done.  It 
was  not  until  Gen.  Getty  promised  imme- 
diate investigation,  they  were  restrained. 
There  was  no  justification  for  the  act.  It 
was  entirely  dastardly.  Col.  Kimball  was 
alone,  w^itliout  his  fire-arms,  on  foot :  Gen. 
Corcoran  was  accompanied  by  his  staff", 
himself  and  ail  armed,  on  horsebc'ck.  He 
could  have  had  Kimball  arrested  by  one  of 
his  statT  officers  if  he  had  deemed  it  proper, 
but  Col.  Kimball  was  only  in  the  perform- 


ance of  a  duty  upon  his  own  ground.  The 
arrogant  and  hot  Corcoran  was  piqued  by 
having  the  countersign  demanded  of  him. 
Napoleon  was  stopped  by  a  sentinel. 
Washington  was  stopped  by  a  sentinel ; 
Frederick  the  Great.  Did  any  of  these 
great  con:manders  shoot  their  sentinel.'* 
Would  it  not  have  been  more  manly,  more 
soldierly,  in  General  Corcoran  to  haN'e 
either  given  or  demanded  the  countersign, 
tp.an  thus  hastily  to  have  shot  that  brave 
man  and  officer  on  his  own  ground.  In 
any  other  country  it  would  have  been 
murder.  But  General  Corcoran  met  his 
deserts.  Not  long  afterwards,  while  out 
riding,  he  fell  from  his  horse  and  broke 
his  neck. 

The  body  was  embalmed,  and  under  an 
es'cort  detailed  from  the  regiment,  and  a 
committee  from  the  city  authorities,  was 
brought  to  New  York,  where  it  lay  in  state 
in  the  Governors  rooms  at  the  City  Hall, 
and  thousands  of  people  viewed  the  re- 
mains, and  shed  tears  as  they  ga/ed  upon 
the  dead  soldier,  whose  bravery  in  battle 
was  upon  the  lips  of  all.  Never  was  the 
dead  admired  more  by  his  audience.  Of 

I  what  avail  to  him  so  mthlesslv  slain  ?  The 

i 

flag  draped  his  coffin,  and  the  flag  was 
covered  w^ith  the  most  beautiful  flowers ; 
depended  from  the  sweetest  flower-cluster, 
"We  mourn  our  loss."  The  sword,  belt 
and  cap  lay  among  the  flowers.  The  dog 
which  had  followed  its  master  through  all 
his  campaigns,  lay  ciouched  beneath,  des- 
olate and  inconsolable,  faithful  and  true  to 
the  last. 

Six  war-worn  Zouaves  bore  the  coffin  to 
the  hearse  ;  the  military  escort  presented 
arms  ;  a  salvo  of  21  guns  was  fired  from  a 
battery  in  the  park ;  Battalion  of  police, 
under  Capt.  Mills  ;  First  Regiment  N.  G.  S. 
N.  Y.  (Cavalry)  Lieut.  Col.  Alinten,  com- 
manding ;    Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  Aiajor 
Bagley,  commanding  ;  Seventy-first  Reg- 
1  iment,  Col.  Trafford,  commanding ;  with 
j  arms  reversed  ;  volunteer  oflicers  ;  with  the 
i  fcithfal  dog ;  the  Col's,  horse,  led  by  his 
I  old,  orderly  Sergeant ;  hearse  drawn  by 
i  six  horses  draped  in  m.ourning,  flanked  bv 
{  the  pall-bearers  and  Cols.  Roome,  Varain, 
I  iMaidhofi",  W^ard,  Mason,  Lieut.  Cols.  Grant 
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and  ikirke ;  widow  and  friends  in  car- 
riages;  officers  of  tlie  ist  Division  N.  G.  S. 
N.  Y.  Detachnientof  the  original  Hawkins 
Zouaves  ;  Detachment  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion of  Hawkins  Zouaves;  the  Mayor  and 
Conmion  Council  in  carriages  ;  citizens  in 
carnages  ;  upon  public  and  private  build- 
ings flags  at  half-mast ;  the  procession 
moved  to  Greenwood. 

The  regiment  placed  a  handsome  mon- 
ument over  his  grave.  Colonel  Kimball 
was  40  years  of  age,  10  mos.  The  Zouave 
Militia  Regiment,  fctrmed  of  the  surviving 
members  of  the  regiment,  nam.ed  for  him 
their  first  Co.  in  1S65:  "PI.  A.  Kimball 
Post  100."  A  large  and  handsome  paint- 
ing of  him  adorns  the  Post-room,  and 
every  May,  the  remnani  of  that  old  reg- 
iment go  down  to  Greenwood  to  decorate 
his  grave. 

Nor  &]iall  your  -^h-ry  he  for^r'>t, 
'Whii:;  faiiie  her  record  kteps  ; 

Or  Loiior  points  tlie  hallowed  si)ot 
Wiiere  valor  p"oudly  sleeps. 

histoutan's  notp:. 

TUK  ACK>OWLEl>GMKNT>^  Of  THJ-;  WI'.lTIiH. 

At  th.e  regular  I'darch  meeting,  i8<Si,  the 
selectmen  v^•ere  instructed  to  agree  with 
some  one,  at  a  reasonable  compensation, 
to  wiite  the  history  of  Cabot.  Accordingly 
the  one  whose  nanae  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  paper  was  engaged  for  the  task.  To 
nie  it  has  been  a  very  pleasant  undertaking, 
althongii  iL  times  sornev/hat  discouraging, 
on  account  of  the  ditnculty  in  gathering 
statistics  and  information  as  closely  as  1 
wished ;  but  I  have  discharged  the  duties 
to  the  bes;-  of  my  ability,  v>ith  what  I  had 
to  do  Vs'ith,  and  I  hope  that  my  labors  have 
not  been  wholly  in  vain,  but  that  these 
pages  may  be  of  some  interest  to  those 
who  shall  read  them  now,  that  we  may 
see  something  of  the  suiTerings  and  priva- 
tions that  the  first  settlers  endured  to  bring 
about  the  comforts  with  which  we  are  sur- 
rounded ;  and  when  another  century  shall 
have  passed,  and  the  historian  shall  take 
his  pen  to  record  its  history,  may  he  find 
as  many  noble  and  commendable  acts  in 
those  upon  tlic  stage  at  the  present  time  to 
record,  as  we  have  found  m  those  who 
have  preceded  us  in  the  past  one  hundred 
years. 


Those  who  have  most  kindly  assisted 
me  in  this  labor  are  not  only  worthy  of 
my  thanks,  but  the  unfeigned  gratitude  of 
the  whole  town,  and  the  Editor  who  has 
undertaken,  and  carried  so  near  to  com- 
pletion, the  noble  work  of  gathering  upihe 
history  of  each  town  in  the  State,  conung 
generations  should  ri.se  up  and  call  her 
blessed.  J.  M.  F. 

July,  1881. 


CALAIS.  " 

r.Y  JAMES  K.  TOliEY  AND  KDWIN  K.  ROIUN.SON. 

Location  :  In  tlie  north-easterly  part  of 
Washington  Co.  ;  bounded  northerly  by 
Woodbury,  easterly  by  Marshfield,  south- 
erly by  East  Montpelier,  westerly  by  Wor- 
cester. The  eastei'ly  line  passes  its  entire 
length  along  the  summit  of  the  ridgo,  di- 
viding the  valley  of  the  Winooski  in 
Marshfield  from  the  territor}'  drained  by 
Kingsbury  branch,  and  the  westerly  line 
about  half  a  mile  west  of,  and  nearly  par- 
allcl  with,  the  ridge  dividing  the  v.aters  of 
Kingsbury  branch  from  those  of  North 
branch  in  Worcester.  The  northerly  line 
crosses  the  southern  portion  of  two  quite 
large  ponds,  that  receive  the  streams, 
draining  the  southern  and  central  portions 
of  Woodbury  about  one-third  of  the  surface 
of  that  town. 

From  Sabin  pond,  the  most  easterly  of 
these,  Kingsbury  branch  flows  southerly, 
leaving  the  tov/n  near  the  S.  E.  corner. 
Nelson  pond,  near  the  middle  of  the  north 
line,  discharges  its  waters  southerly  into 
Wheelock  pond,  tlie  largest  in  tov/n,  and 
thence  by  the  Center  branch  southerly  and 
easterly  into  Kingsbury  branch,  some  2 
miles  from  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  town. 
About  a  mile  from  tlie  west  line,  and  near 
its  middle,  is  Curtis  pond,  discharging  its 
^  waters   S.   E.    into  the  Center  branch, 
j  Near  tlie  center  of  the  town,  and  a  mile 
j  and  a  half  farther  south,  this  branch  re- 
j  ceives  the  v;aters  from  Bliss  pond,  in  the 
!  S.  vV.  part  of  the  town.  All  the  ponds  and 
j  streams  above  mentioned,  except  Center 
I  branch,  received  their  names  from  early 
!  settlers  in  their  vicinity.    Near  the  middle 
i  of  the  south  hne  is  Sodom,  pond,  discharg- 
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ing  its  waters  into  the  Winooski  nearilast  j 
Montpelicr  village.'  Kingsbury  branch  i 
drains  about  four-tifths  of  the  surface  of| 
the  tONvn  ;  of  the  remainder  about  two-  j 
thirds  is  drained  into  North  branch,  and 
the  rest  into  Sodom  pond. 

Among  our  highest  points  of  land  are 
Hersey  and  Robinson  hills,  in  the  western 
ridge  near  Worcester  line.     These  are 
cleared  to  their  summits,  excellent  pasture, 
and  affording  fine  views  of  nearly  the  v\'hole  j 
town,  and  eastward  to  the  eastern  range  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  with  an  occasional  j 
glimpse  of  the  White  Mountains  beyond,  \ 
while  at  the  west  the  view  includes  nearly  j 
all  of  Worcester,  and  is  bounded  by  the  . 
mountains  in  the  western  part  of  that  town,  i 
The  surface  is  quite  broken,  but  there  is  I 
very  little  land  in  town  not  available  for  j 
farm  purposes.    The  soil  is  generally  a  , 
fertile  loam,  in  places  of  a  lighter  charac- 1 
ter,  inclining  to  sand.     The  underlying 
rock  is  slate  and  limestone,  often  inter- 
mixed, and  furnishing  enough  small  stones 
in  the  surface  soil  to  constantly  remind  the 
ploughman  that,  having  put  his  hand  to 
the  plough,  he  should  not  look  back.  At 
the  same  time  the  soil  is  comparatively 
free  from  "cobble  stones"  and  boulders 
except  in  limited  localities. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  in 
session  at  Arlington,  October  21st,  1780, 

Resolved,  that  there  be,  and  we  Do 
hereby,  gran  I:  unto  Colonel  Jacob  Davis, 
Mr.  Stephen  Fay  and  Company,  to  the 
Number  of  Sixty,  a  1  ownship  of  Land  by 
the  Name  of  Calais,  Situated  in  this  State, 
iiounded  as  follows,  and  lying  P2ast  of, 
and  adjoining  to,  Worce.ster,  and  north  i 
of  Montpelicr,  Containing  Twenty-three  ! 
Thousand  and  forty  acres,  and  the  Gov- ' 
ernor  and  Council  are  hereby  Requested 
to  State  the  fees  for  Granting  Said  tract, 
and  Issue  a  Grant  under  such  Restrictions 
and  Regulations  as  thiey  shall  Judge  Proper. 
— Extract  from  the  Journals.    R.  Hopkins, 
clerk. 

The  same  day  in  Council  it  v/as 

Resolved,  that  the  fees  for  granting  the 
s^iid  tract  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  set  at  j 
Jour  hundred  and  Eighty  Pounds  Lawfuil  \ 
Money  in  silver,  or  an  Equivalent  in  Con- 
tinental Currency,  to  be  Paid  by  the  said 
Jacob  Davis,  Stephen  Fay,  or  their  Attor-  j 
ney,  on  the  Execution  of  the  Charter  of  1 


incorporation  on  or  before  the  first  Day  of. 
January  Next. — Extract  from  the  minutes. 
Joseph  Fay,  Sec'y- 

One  month  after  the  grant  was  made, 
the  first  recorded  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors was  held,  and  the  following  record 
made  : 

xA-t  Public  Meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Township  of  Calais,  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Elisha  Thomson,  Inholder  in  Charlton, 
Mass.,  November  20lh,  1780,  came  to  the 
following  votes,  [viz.]  [58  Present]  : 

istly.  \^oted  and  Chose  Colo.  Jacob 
Davis,  Moderator. 

2diy.  Voted  and  Chose  Stephen  Fay, 
Proprietor's  Clerk. 

3dly.  Voted  that  Mr.  Stephen  Fay  to 
apply  to  the  Authority  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont for  the  Charter  of  incorporation  of 
s"d  Township,  and  for  Each  Proprietor  to 
pay  their  Money  to  him,  the  s'd  Fay,  the 
sum  of  Eight  Pounds  silver  mont}',  or 
Confl.  Currency  equivalent  thereto,  it 
being  in  full  for  Granting  fees  for  each 
Right  in  said  Township.  By  the  thirtieth 
day  of  December  Next  (or'  be  excluded 
from  any  further  Right  or  Properly  in 
Said  Township.) 

4thly.  for  the  Clerk  to  give  Notice  of 
the  above  article  by  I'osting. 

5thly.  Voted  for  each  Proprietor  to 
Pay  their  J-^qual  Proportion  of  their  Agents 
time  and  expenses  to  obtain  the  grant  of 
said  Township  by  the  nth  Day  of  De- 
cember next,  and  for  the  Clerk  to  enter 
their  names,  or  cause  their  names  to  be 
entered,  in  the  Charter  of  said  Township. 

6thly.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  .Meeting 
to  the  first  Wednesday  in  April  next,  at 
one  o'clockafternoon,  to  this  place.  ICrrors 
Excepted.      Attest,       Ste'x.  Fay, 

Pro.  Clerk, 

There  is  no  record  of  the  adjourned 
meeting,  and  probably  none  was  held,  and 
the  proprietors  do  not  seem  to  have  met 
the  requirements  of  the  grant  in  regard  to 
payment  of  the  granting  fee,  as  shown  : 

Arlington,  29th  of  Jan'y.  17S1. 
Rec'd  of  Mr.  Stephen  Fay,  Two  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-three  Pounds,  fourteen 
Shillings  and  three  Pence,  Lawfuil  mo.'iey. 
Towards  Granting  fees  of  tlie  Tov/n  of 
Calais.  Rec'd. 

Pr.  Me,   Thomas  Chittenden^ 
Covimitiee. 

The  time  of  paying  the  balance  was  ex- 
tended to  ALuxh  following : 

Arlington,  loth  of  September,  1781. 

Rec'd  of  Stephen  tay.  By  the  hand  of 
Noah  Chittenden,  three  Pounds,  thirteen 
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Shillings,  as  Part  of  the  Granting  fees  of 
the  Town  of  Calais.    Rec'd  by  me, 

Tho.mas  Chittenden. 


Boston,  2Sth  of  September,  1781. 
Rcc'd  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  Tv.o  Hun- 
dred and  forty-two  Pounds,  Twelve  Shil- 
lings and  Ninepence  in  full  of  the  Grant- 
ing fees  of  the  Town  of  Calais,  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  within  mentioned. 

Pr.    Noah  Chittenden. 


cultivate  the  same.  That  all  Pine  Timber 
suitable  for  a  Navy  be  reserved  for  tl>.e  use 
and  Benefit  of  the  Freemen  of  this  State. 

In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  caused 
the  seal  of  this  State  to  be  affixed.  In 
Council  this  Fifteenth  Day  of  August, 
Anno  Domini,  one  Thoi'sand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-one,  In  the  5th  year  of 
^  I  the  Independence  of ////.f,  and  Sixth  of  the 
I  United  States.       Tnos.'  Chittenden. 
Joseph  Fay,  Sec'y. 


Previous  to  the  paynient  of  the  two  last 
mentioned  sums,  the  charter  was  issued : 


As  to  the  name  given  tliis  town,  we  have 
no  positive  knowledge,  and  even  tradition 
Unto  tlie  said  Jacob  Davis,  Stephen  is  silent,  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  sup- 
Fay,  and  to  the  several  persons  hereafter  pose  that  Colonel  Jacob  FJavis  suggested 
named,  their  associates  fvizl  :  Ephraim    ,  ,  .  "    ,    .   ,         "  , 

Starkweatlier,  Lemuel  Kollhck,Noah  Good-  ""^^^^  of  Calais,  as  he  is  known  to  have 
man.  Seth  Washburn,  Joseph  Dorr,  Justin  done  oi  .Alontpeher.  He  was  largely  in- 
Ely,  Abel  Goodell.  Sluibal  Peck,  Nathan  ;  teresled  in  these  two  i)roposcd  towns,  the 
Tyler,  David  Wheelock,  Nehemiah  Stone,  !  petitions  for  both  grants  were  probably 
Nehemiah  Stone,   lun'r.,  Phinehas  Slav-  i       ,      ,  ,1  .    ^-  i 

r>i  •  1  CM  X  T  •  T^  •'  1  made  at  the  same  time,  as  thev  came  be- 
ton,  Phinehas    Slavton,    Junr.,    Daniel  ;  '  - 

Bacon,  Junr.,  Henry  Fisk,  Junr..  Peter  |  ^ore  the  General  Assembly  together,  and 
Wheelock.  Sarah  Da\  is,  Ezra.  Davis,  Dan- j  as  the  leading,  active  spirit  in  the  enter- 
iel  Steeter,  EH  Jones,  Josiah  Town,  Peter  I  pj-isejt  ^.-as  but  natural  that  he  should 

He  had  become  prej- 


Sleeman,  Salem  Town,  Samuel  Robinson,  |  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 


of  Charlton,  Ebenezer  While,  JunV.,  , 

Wheelock,  John  Mower,  David  Hammond,  i^^t^ictd  against  the  custom,  so  common 
Elisha  Thomson,  Caleb  Ammidown,  Na-  |  among  the  settlers,  of  giving  the  name  of 
thaniel  Wellington,  Peter  I'aft,  William  !  the  old  home  to  the  news  and  wishing  to 


Ware,  David  Fisk,  David  Fay,  of  Charl- 
ton, Thomas  Foskett,  Marvin  Mower,  Jer- 
emiah Davis,  Job  Rutter,  Jonathan  Tucker, 
Richard  Coburn,  Jonathan  Rich,  Ebenezer 
Allen  [Clerk],  Abijah  Lamb,  Ebenezer 
Lamb,  Edward  Woolcott,  Lemuel  Ed- 
wards, Abner  Mellen,  JobMerrit,  William 
Comins,  Isaiah  Rider,  Samuel  Fay,  Elisha 
Town,  Oliver  Starkv/eather,  John  Stark- 
weather, Bezaleel  Mann  and  John  Morey. 

The  usual  reservation  of  five  rights  for 
public  uses  follows  in  the  charter,  and  then 
the  boundaries.  And  that  the  same  be, 
and  hereby  is,  incorporated  into  a  town- 
ship by  the  name  of  Calais. 

The  charter  closes  with  the  following :  , 


avoid  t!)is  in  his  selection  of  names,  his  at- 
tention was  naturally  drawn  to  France, 
rather  than  England,  by  her  attitude 
toward  this  country  at  that  time,  and  per- 
haps, also  by  thought  of  a  prior  claim 
upon  /  tvt/  through  her  daring  and 

gallant  son  Champlain.  And  so  it  came 
about  tliat  two  of  the  beautiful  old  cities 
of  France  had  namesakes  in  the  Green 
Mountain  wilderness. 


The  second   proprietors'   meeting  on 
record  was  held  at  the  house  of  Maj.  Salem 
Town,  in-holderinChar]ton,May  18,  1783, 
when  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
Conditions  and  Reservations,  viz.  :  that      ^^^^  r^^^^  moderator;  Stephen 

each  Proprietor  m  the  Tov.  nshjp  of  Calais,   _       ,       ,    ,     ^       xt  ,      •  1  o 
aforesaid,  his  Heirs  orAssigns,  shall  Plant  I  Fay,  Pr.  clerk:  Dea.  Nehemiah  Stone, 

and  Cultivate  five  acres  of  land,  and  build  j  treasurer;  Maj.  Salem  Town,  Capt.  Sam1 
an  house  at  least  eighteen  feet  square  on  j  Robinson,  Mr,  Peter  Taft,  a!^sessors  ;  Capt. 
the  floor,  or  have  one  family  setded  on  |  p^^^.^.  c^j^^.^.^^,  collector ;  Col.  Jacob  Davis, 
each  respective  Right  withm  the  term  of  I  ^.       ,>  ^    .   o     m  i>  1  • 

three  years  next  aflerthe  circumstances  of  i  <^^P^-  ^  ^^er  Sieeman,  Capt.  Sam  1  kobm- 
the  War  will  admit  of  a  settlement  v/ith  j  son,  a  committee  to  lot  out  sM  lands.  Ad- 
safety,  on  Penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  each  '  jvturned,  to  meet  at  the  same  place,  August 
respective  Right  of  land  in  said  Township  ;        ,-  33^  ^^,.}.^.^  there  <\as)  "  grant^^d  a 


not  so  improved  or  settled,  and  the  same  i 


Tax  of  three  silver  dollars  on  each  RiL;"ht  of 


to  revert  to  the  Freemen  of  this  State,  to 
be  by  their  Representatives  regranted  to  |  Land  (exclusive  of  the  Public  Rights)  to 
such  Persons  as  shall  appear  to  "setde  and  i  Defray  the  back  charges  that  have  arisen, 
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and  also  to  ena'ole  the  Cominittce  to  Lott 
out  said  Township." 

This  was  the  first  tax  laid  upon  the  town 
of  Calais,  and  it  was  probably  immediately 
following  this  meeting  the  first  attempt  to 
survey  the  town  was  rnafie. 

The  following  is  from  Hon.  Shubael 
\Vheeler\s  account  of  Calais,  published  in 
Thompson's  Gazetteer : 

In  the  summer  of  1783,  the  proprietors 
sent  a  committee,  consisting  of  Col.  Jacob 
Davis,  Capt.  Samuel  Robinson  and  others, 
to  survey  a  division  of  this  town  of  160 
acres  to  the  right.  *'  A  Mr.  Brush,  from 
Bennington,  was  the  surveyor.  The  com- 
mittee and  surveyor  found  their  way  to 
Calais  with  their  necessary  stores,  and 
after  running  four  lines  on  the  north  side 
of  the  first  division,  they  abandoned  the 
survey.  Of  their  stores,  then  left,  was  a 
much-valued  keg,  containing  about  10 
gallons  of  good  \V.  I.  rum.,  v.  hich  in  coun- 
cil, they  determined  sliould  be  buried. 
which  ceremony  was  said  to  have  been 
performed  with  much  solemnity,  and  a 
sturdy  maple,  to^vering  above  the  sur- 
rounding trees  on  the  v/esterly  side  of 
Long  (Curtis)  pond,  with  its  ancient  and 
honorable  scars,  still  marks  the  conse- 
crated spot." 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors, 
held  Dec.  25,  17S3,  "the  Committee  Re- 
ported by  Presenting  a  Plan  of  said  Town- 
ship, Part  of  the  first  Division  Lotts  sur- 
veyed as  said  Committe  saith.'' 

Sixty-four  of  these  first  division  lots, 
each  one-haif  mile  square,  are  included  in 
a  square  of  4  miles  on  each  side.  It  is 
supposed  that  these  lots  were  intended  to 
liave  been  in  the  center  of  the  town,  leav- 
ing an  undivided  space  one  mile  wide  on 
either  side  of  them,  but  by  some  mistake, 
their  north-easterly  boundary  is  only  37 
rods  from  the  town  line. 

At  the  s'd  meeting,  Dec.  1783,  this  first 
division  was  drawn  by  lot  to  the  several 
proprietors,  and  they  also  voted  and 
granted  a  tax  of  54^,  Ss.  Sd.  silver  money, 
iissessed  on  the  rights  of  land,  exclusive  of 
public  rights. 

Apr.  26,  1784,  a  meeting  was  held,  and 
the  following  officers  elected  to  fill  vacan- 
cies occasioned  by  resignations  : 

Major  Salem  Town,  treasurer;  Caleb 
Animidov.n,  Esq.  and    Lieut.  Jonathan 


Tucker,  assessors;  after,  nothing  for  2 
years  seems  to  have  been  done  toward 
completing  the  survey  or  settling  the  town- 
ship. 

May  29,  1786,  a  meeting  held;  Capt. 
Samuel  Robinson  chosen  to  make  a])plic'a- 
tion  to  a  justice  in  Vermont,  for  a  warrant 
to  call  a  proprietors'  meeting  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  that  State,  at  the  house  ol  ALaj. 
Calvin  Parkhurst,  in  Royalton,  August  15, 
following,  Aug.  I,  1786,  a  meeting  held; 
instructions  given  to  proprietors  who  should 
attend  the  meeting  at  Royalton.  The  de- 
sign seems  to  have  been  at  this  time  to 
bring  the  transactions  of  the  proprietors 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Vermont,  by 
authorizing  the  su'-veying  party  about  to 
leave  for  this  State,  to  hold  meetings  here. 

Warrant  granted  by  the  Hon.  Moses 
Robinson,  publisli-.-d  in  the  Vermont  Ga- 
--.'■//fc',  June  26,  17S6;  this  being  the  first 
mei^ting  held  in  Vermont,  we  will  give  the 
record  in  full  : 

At  3.  Proprietors'  Meeting,  held  at  MajV 
Calvin  Parkhursfs,  in  Royalton,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont,  on  Tuesday,  the  fifteenth 
Day  of  August,  1786,  Proceeded  as  follow- 
eth'  [viz.]  : 

istly.  Voted  and  chose  Capt.  Samuel 
Robinson,  Moderator. 

2dly.  Voted  and  chose  Mr.  Stephen 
Fay,  Pro,  Clerk. 

3dly.  Voted  and  chose  Mr.  EbenV 
Waters,  Clerk  pro  tem  :  Voted  and  chose 
Maj  r  Calvin  Parkhurst,  Collector. 

4thly.  Voted  and  chose  Dea'n  Nehc- 
rniah  Stone,  Treasurer. 

5thly.  Voted  to  establish  the  former 
Votes  of  said  Proprietors  (except  such  as 
refer  to  tliC  sale  of  Lands  and  a  foi  mcr  vote 
to  Raise  Twelve  Shillings  on  each  Propri- 
etor's Right,  to  Defray  Charges.) 

6thly.  V6ted  that  the  Proprietors  com- 
plete the  Survey  of  the  first  Division  Lotts 
already  begim  in  said  Township :  also  to 
lay  out  a  second  Division  of  LoUs  in  said 
Town  to  each  Proprietor. 

7thly.  Voted  and  chose  a  Committee  of 
five  for  the  above  Purpose. 

Sthly.  Voted  and  chose  Mr.  Eben'r 
Waters  their  Surveyor  and  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Capt.  Sam'l  Robinson,  Lieut. 
Jonathan  Tucker,  Mr.  EbenY  Stone  and 
yiw  Parla  Davis  for  th.eir  CommiLtcc. 

9!:hly.  Voted  that  the  above  Committee 
be  Empowered  to  Draw  the  Second  Di- 
vision Lots  when  the  survey  of  the' same 
is  completed. 
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lothly.  Voted  for  those  Proprietors  that 
have  advanced  Money  more  than  their  Pro- 
portion of  Taxes,  Interest  nntil  paid. 

iithly.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  Meetinfj 
to  Thursday,  Seventh  Day  of  September 
Next,  one  o'clock  P.  M.',  to  the  Grand 
Camp  in  Calais,  in  the  County  of  Addison, 
in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

After  the  above  meeting,  the  conmiittee 
started  for  "  Grand  Camp.'''  I  again  copy 
from  Judge  Wheeler's  account  : 

In  August,  1786,  Capt.  Samuel  Robin- 
son, E.  Waters,  J.  Tucker,  E.  Stone  and 
Gen.  Parley  Davis  came  from  Charlton  to 
complete  the  survey  of  the  first  division 
and  survey  another.  This  party,  after  ar- 
riving at  the  settlement  nearest  this  place, 
which  was  at  Middlesex,  laden  with  pro-  j 
vision,  cooking  utensils,  blankets,  axes, 
surveying  instruments,  etc.,  passed  a  dis- 
tance of  13  or  14  miles  to  the  camp  erected 
by  the  party,  v.Iio  commenced  the  survey 
three  years  previous  ;  ofien  on  the  way  ex- 
pressing their  anxiety  to  arrive,  that  they 
might  regale  themselves  with  the  pure 
spirit  v.'hich  had  been  permitted  to  slumber 
three  years,  and  which  they  imagined  must 
be  much  improved  in  quality  by  its  long 
rest ;  but  judge  of  their  surprise,  astonish- 
ment and  chagrin  when  in  raising  the 
earth  they  discovered  the  hoops  had  be- 
come rotten,  the  staves  parted,  and  the 
long-anticipated  beverage  had  escaped. 
Whatever  tears  were  shed,  or  groans  ut- 
tered, at  the  burial  of  the  keg,  they  were 
not  to  be  compared  with  the  bitter  agonies 
of  its  disinterment. 

The  party  must  have  soon  recovered 
from  their  disappointment,  and  proceeded 
to  their  work  with  a  will,  for  in  less  than  a 
month  from  the  meeting  at  Royalton,  they 
were  on  their  way  homeward,  with  the 
survey  of  the  first  and  second  divisions 
completed. 

The  following  record  w^as  made  of  the 
first  meeting  held  in  tov.  n  :  * 

Sept.  7th,  1786,  Grand  Camp  in  Calais, 
the  Proprietors  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

isfly.    Voted  to  and  Drawled  the  Second 
Division  Lots  in  said  Calais. 

2dly.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  Meeting  to 
Wednesday,  the  thirteenth  Day  of  Sep- 
tember, this  Instant  Month,  at  eight  o'clock 
P.  M.,  to  the  house  of  Mr.  SetVi  Putnam, 
in  Middlesex.  EfiEn'r  Wateks,  ' 
Clerk,  Pro  ieni. 

The  two  next  meetings  v^  ere  held  by  the 
party  while  on  their  homeward  journey.  |  mills  on  his  right,  or  dispose  of  it  to 


istly.  Voted  to  give  to  any  Person  that 
will  erect  a  Good  Grist-Mill  and  a  good 
Saw-Mill  within  Two  years  from  this  date, 
as  near  the  Middle  of  said  Township  of 
Calais  as  he  conveniently  can,  shall  have 
one  hundred  Spanish  Milled  Dollars  and 
one  hundred  acres  of  Land  in  said  Town- 
ship. 

2dly.  to  give  to  Mrs.  Dolley  Putnam, 
wife  of  i\Ir.  Seth  Putnam,  one  hundred 
acres  of  Land  in  said  Calais,  Provided  she 
shall  Move  into  said  Town  before  the  last 
Day  of  June  next,  and  continue  to  Live  in 
said  Town  of  Calais  Two  years  at  least. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  two  days  afterward 
at  the  house  of  Calvin  Parkhurst,  in  P^oy- 
alton. 

The  following  record  shows  the  party  to 
have  been  early  risers ;  given  for  an  ex- 
ample : 

September  15th,  17S6,  the  Proprietors 
met,  according  to  the  adjournment. 

istly.  Voted  and  chose  Lieut.  Jonathan 
TuckeV,  Clerk,  Pro  tern. 

2dly.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting 
until  to-moirov;  Morning,  at  six  o'clock, 
to  thi.s  Place. 

The  following  day  (Saturday)  w^as  spent 
in  adjusting  and  allowing  accounts  for  ser- 
vices and  money  advanced,  and  providing 
for  their  pavment,  and  in  arranging  various 
other  matters  mostly  pertaining  to  the  fi- 
nances of  the  proprietary. 
The  Record  closes : 

I5thly.  voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting 
to  the  second  Tuesday  in  June  next,  at 
Nine  o'clock  A  M.",  to  this  Place. 

Attest,         JoxA.  Tucker, 

Ckf-k  Pro  tern. 

Previous  to  the  time  to  which  the  meet- 
ings in  Vermont  were  adjourned,  as  above, 
three  meetings  were  held  in  Charlton,  Jan. 
.  I,  1787,  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Samuel  Rob- 
inson, the  accounts  of  the  surveying  com- 
mittee under  consideration. 

Voted  to  leave  it  with  the  Committee's 
generosity  whether  to  abate  any  of  their 
Charges  or  not. 

Mar.  I,  1787,  Daniel  Streeter,  Caleb 
Ammidown,  Phinehas  Slayton,  Sam'l  Rob- 
inson and  Peter  Wheelock  chosen  a  com- 
niittee  to  agree  with  Esquire  Kollock  (who 
had  drawn  the  lot  on  which  the  first  mill 
was  built  some  6  years  afterwards)  to  build 


From  the  record  of  the  first  of  these 


one  who  would  agree  to  build. 
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The  last  recorded  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors* in  Massachusetts  was  May  21, 
1787,  at  the  house  of  Salem  Town,  in  I 
Charlton,  where  all  previous  meetings  not 
otherwise  noted  had  been  held.  Dea. 
Daniel  Streeter  was  chosen  agent  to  act 
for  the  proprietors,  under  instructions  at 
this  time  given  him,  at  the  meeting  to  be 
held  in  Middlesex  the  next  month. 

In  accordance  with  a  v.arrant  published 
in  tiie  Vermont  Gazclte  of  May  21,  1787,  a 
meeting  was  held  the  15th  of  June  follow- 
ing, at  the  house  of  Seth  Putnam,  in  Mid- 
dlesex, when  Jacob  Davis,  Daniel  Streeter 
and  Peter  \\'heeIock  were  chosen  to  lay 
out  and  mal<:e  roads,  and  a  tax  of  12s.  per 
right  voted  for  that  purpose. 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Col. 
Davis,  in  Montpelier,  in  September  follow- 
ing, $1  per  right  was  added  to  the  road 
tax,  and  each  proprietor  was  to  have  the 
privilege  of  working  out  his  portion  of  the 
tax  at  3s.  per  day,  "  they  linding  their  own 
boarding." 

The  following  account  of  settlements 
begun  this  year  is  given  by  Judge  Wheeler  : 

The  settlement  was  commenced  in  the 
spring  of  1787,  by  Francis  West,  from 
Plymouth  Co.  Mass.,  who  begim  felling 
timber  in  a  lot  adjoining  Montpelier. 

The  first  permanent  settlers,  however, 
were  Abijah,  Asa  and  Peter  Wheelock, 
who  started  from  Charlton,  June  5,  1787, 
with  a  wagon,  two  yoke  of  oxen,  provisions, 
tools,  etc.,  and  arrived  at  Williamstown, 
within  21  miles  of  Calais,  the  19th. 

They  had  hitherto  found  the  roads  al- 
most impassable.  Here  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  their  wagon.  Taking  a  few  nec- 
essary articles  upon  a  sled,  they  proceeded 
towards  this  town,  cutting  their  way  and 
building  causeways  as  they  passed  along. 
After  a  journey  of  two  days,  and  encamp- 
ing two  nights  in  the  woods,  they  arrived 
at  Col.  Jacob  Davis'  log  hut,  in  Mont- 
pelier, where  they  left  their  oxen  to  graze 
upon  the  wild  grass,  leeks  and  shrubbery 
with  which  the  woods  abounded,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Calais,  and  opened  a  resolute 
attack  upon  the  forest. 

They  returned  to  Charlton  in  October. 
Francis  West  also  left  town,  and  returned 
the  following  spring,  as  did  also  Abijah 
and  Peter  Wheelock,  accompanied  by 
Moses  Stone.  This  year  they  built  log 
houses,  the  Wheelocks  and  Stone  return- 
ing to  Massachusetts  to  spend  the  follow- 
ing winter,  and  West  to  Middlesex. 


In  this  year,  also,  Gen.  Parley  Davis, 
afterward  a  resident  of  Montpelier  Center, 
cut  and  put  up  two  or  three  stacks  of  hay 
upon  a-  beaver  meadow  in  Monipciicr, 
upon  a  lot  adjoining  Calais,  (now  known 
as  the  Nahum  Templeton  farm)  a  part  ol 
which  hay  was  drawn  to  Col.  Davis\  in 
Montpelier,  in  the  following  winter,  which 
served  partially  to  break  a  road  froui  Mont- 
pelier to  Calais  line. 

In  1788,  two  proprietors'  meetings  were 
held,  one  June  3,  at  the  house  of  Col. 
Davis,  and  Sept.  30,  at  Peter  Wheelock's 
new  house,  in  Calais.  At  the  last  meeting 
Peter  Wheelock  was  chosen  proprietor's 
clerk,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  June 
2,  1787,  at  the  same  place,  but  as  Wheelock 
had  not  returned  from  Charlton,  the  record 
simply  shows  an  adjournment  to  the  i6th 
of  June,  at  the  liouse  of  Col.  Davis,  in 
Montpelier,  when  Moses  Stone  was  chosen 
collector,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
meet  Nov.  10,  at  his  house  in  Calais. 

In  1790,  four  proprietors'  meetings  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Peter  Wlieelock.  At 
the  one  June  8,  1791,  Dea.  Daniel  Streeter, 
Samuel  Fay,  Peter  Wheelock,  Godard 
Wheelock,  Daniel  Bacon,  Moses  Stone, 
James  Jennings,  Abijah  Wheelock,  Shubci 
Short,  Jesse  Slayton,  Capt.  Samuel  Rob- 
inson, Ebenezer  Stone,  Parley  Davis,  Col. 
Jacob  Davis,  Moses  Harskell,  Francis 
West,  presented  accounts  for  work  done 
on  the  highways  in  town.  The  whole 
amount  allowc  d  was  72  £. 

There  were  recorded  present  at  this 
m.eeting : 

James  Jennings.  Samuel  Twiss,  Shubel 
Short,  Asa  Wheelock,  P^rancis  West,  Ed- 
ward Tucker  Abijah  Wheelock,  Moses 
Harskell,  Peter  Wlieelock. 

June  6,  1792,  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  Abijah 
Wheelock  and  Peter  Wheelock  were  chosen 
a  committee  to  survey  the  undivided  lauds, 
and  make  a  3d  division,  and  Col.  Davis 
and  Samuel  Twiss  were  given  the  privilege 
of  "  pitching"  400  acres  of  the  undivided 
land,  provided  they  should  build  and  com- 
plete a  good  saw-mill  and  a  good  corn-mill 
within  a  year. 

From  record  of  a  meeting,  Oct.  2,  1793  : 

istly.  Voted  to  accept  of  the  Corn-Mill 
&  Saw-mill  built  in  Calais,  by  Col.  Jacob 
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Davis  and  Mr.  Sanvl  Twiss,  they  being 
done  according  to  agreement. 

Jan  21,  1794,  Joshua  IMiss  was  chosen 
pro  treasurer ;  at  a  meeting  held  Feb.  6, 
1794,  40  rights  were  represented  as  fol- 
lows : 

Jacob  Davis,  26;  James  Jennings,  i; 
Saml  Twiss,  5  ;  Sam'l  Fay,  3  ;  Jedediali 
Fay,  1  ;  Peter  Wheelock,  4. 

■\'oted  to  accept  the  survey  of  tl^e  Third 
Division,  and  establish  t1ie  Corners  as  the 
Committee  have  made  them. 

The  proprietors*  record  closes  with  a 
meeting  held  June  5,  1794,  when  the  third 
division  lots  were  drawn  to  the  several  ! 
proprietors,  by  Kelso  Gray  and  Spaulding  | 
I'earce,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  in  j 
March  following  the  town  was  organized.  I 

The  first  families  settling  in  town  came  { 
in  the  spring  of  1789.  Judge  Wheeler  tells  | 
the  story  of  their  journey  as  follows  : 

In  February  or  Marc'i,  1789,  Francis 
West  moved  his  family  on  to  his  form, 
where  he  lived  several  years.    Also,  in 
March  of  this  year,  Abijali  Wheelock,  with 
his  fcimily,  Moses  Stone,  Samuel  Twiss. 
with  his  new  married  lady,  accompanied  j 
by  Gen.  Davis,  from  Charlton,  arriA-ed  at  j 
Col.  Davis^  house,  in  Montpeli'er,  with  sev-  j 
eral  teams.    His  house  was  a  mere  rude  j 
hut,  constructed  of  logs  20  feet  in  length,  | 
with  but  one  apartment,  a  back  built  at  ! 
one  end  for  a  fire-place,  and  covered  with  ! 
bark,  with  a  hole  left  in  the  roof  for  the  | 
smoke  to  escape ;  and  this  on  their  arrival  j 
they  found  to  be  preoccupied  by  several  1 
families,  emigrants  f  om  Pcterboro,  N.  H.,  ' 
and  in  that  mansion  of  felicity  there  dwelt  j 
for  about  a  fortnight,  three  families  with  | 
children  in  each,  one  m.an  and  his  wife  re-  j 
cently  married,  three  gentlemen  then  en-  j 
joying  a  state  of  single  blessedness,  and  a  | 
young  lady  ;  and  among  the  happy  group  j 
were  some  of  the  first  settlers  of  Calais. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  racket-paths  having  ' 
been  previously  broken,  Messrs  Wheelock,  { 
Twiss  and  Stone  prepared  hand-sleds,  \ 
loaded  thereon  their  beds,  and  some  light  j 
articles  of  furniture,  and  accompanied  by  i 
Mrs.  Wheelock  and  Mrs.  Twiss,  and  Gen.  ! 
Davis,  proceeded  to  this  town  over  snow  3  I 
feet  in  depth,  Mrs.  Wheelock  traveling  the  j 
whole  distance  on  foot,  and  carrying  in  j 
her  arms  an  infant  4  months  old,  while  1 
tlieir  son,  about  2  years  of  age,  was  drawn  i 
upon  the  hand-sled.  ?Jrs.  Tvviss,  the  re-  I 
cently  married  lad}-,  also  performed  the  i 
same  journey  on  foot,  making  use  of  her  I 
broom  for  a  walking-cane. 

During  the  day,  the  snow  became  soft, 


and  in  crossing  a  marshy  piece  of  ground, 
Mrs.  Twiss  slumped  with  one  foot,  and 
sank  to  considerable  depth,  and  was  unable 
to  arise.  Gen.  Davis,  with  all  the  gallantry 
of  a  young  woodsman,  pawed  away  the 
snow  with  his  hands,  seized  her  below  the 
knee,  and  extricated  her.  This  incident 
was  a  source  of  no  small  m.erriment  to  the 
party  generally,  of  mortification  to  the 
amiable  sufierer,  and  gratification  to  Mrs. 
Wheelock,  who  felt  herself  secretly  piqued 
that  Mrs.  Twiss  did  not  offer  to  bear  her 
precious  burden  some  part  of  the  distance. 

They  arrived  in  safety  the  same  diiy, 
and  commenced  the  permanent  settlement 
of  the  town.  A  large  rock,  now  in  the 
orchard  on  the  farm  owned  by  J.  W.  E. 
151iss,  once  formed  the  end  and  fire-place 
to  the  log  cabin  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Calais. 

In  1790,  James  Jennings  arrived  with  a 
family.  In  the  winter  of  1794,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings, being  uj)wards  of  60  years  of  age, 
lost  his  life  by  fatigue  and  frost,  while  on 
his  return  through  tb.e  woods  from  Mont- 
pelier  to  this  piace.  There  was  not  at 
this  time  a  sufncient  number  of  men  to 
constitute  a  jury  of  inquest. 

The  first  settlers  lived  at  some  distance 
from  each  other,  and  it  wao  not  uncommon 
for  a  woman  to  travel  several  miles  to  visit 
a  neighbor,  and  return  home  after  dark 
through  the  woods,  brandishing  a  fire- 
brand to  enable  her  to  discover  the  marked 
trees.  For  one  or  two  years  the  settlers 
brought  the  grain  for  their  families  and 
for  seed  from  \\"illiamstown,  Brookf  eld  and 
Royalton,  a  distance  of  30  miles  or  more. 
After  they  began  to  raise  grain  in  town, 
they  had  to  carry  it  15  miles  to  mill.  This 
they  did  in  wir'.ter,  by  placing  several  bags 
of  grain  upor.  the  neck  of  an  ox,  and 
driving  his  mate  before  him  to  beat  the 
path . 

Dates,  as  near  as  can  be  determined, 
when  some  of  the  first  settlers  moved  their 
families  into  town:  I'Tancis West,  Abijah 
Wheelock  and  Samuel  Twiss  in  the  spring 
of  1789;  Peter  W^heelock  and  Moses  Has- 
kell in  the  fall  of  that  year;  James  Jennings 
in  1790;  Asa  Wheelock  and  David  Good- 
ale  in  1791  ;  Edward  Tucker  and  others  in 
1792,  and  in  1799,  considerable  additions 
were  made  to  the  settlement. 

On  Mar.  2,  1795,  David  Wing,  Jr.,  of 
Montpelier,  issued  a  warrant  notifying  the 
inliabitants  of  Calais  to  meet  at  the  house 
of  Peter  Wheelock,  on  the  23d  of  that 
month,  to  choose  all  necessary  town  officers 
and  transact  any  other  nece.ssary  business. 


CALAIS. 


At  this,  the  tirst  town  meeting,  the  offi- 
cers chosen  were :  Joshua  Bliss,  mod- 
erator ;  PeterW'heelcck,  town  clerk  ;  Joshua 
Jiliss,  Edward  Tucker  and  Jonas  Comins, 
selcctr.ien  ;  Samuel  Fay,  treasurer ;  Jonas 
Comins,  culleclor  and  constable  ;  Jedediah 
Fay,  Abijah  Wlieelock  and  Aaron  Bliss, 
listers ;  Amos  Ginnings,  grand  juryman; 
Edward  Tucker,  Frederick  Bliss  and  God- 
dard  Wheelock,  surveyors  of  highways  ; 
Amos  Ginnings,  sealer  of  leather;  Moses 
Haskell,  keeper -of  the  pound  ;  John  Grain, 
tithingman ;  Aaron  Bliss,  James  (Winnings, 
Samuel  Fay  and  Jennison  Wheelock,  hay 
wardens  ;  Asa  Wlieelock,  Stephen  Fay  and 
Abraham  11  ov.lraid,  fence  viewers;  Jona- 
than Tucker,  sealer  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures. 

^'oted  that  tlie  place  of  posting  and 
holding  freeman's,  and  other  town  meet- 
ings, be  at  the  house  of  Peter  Wheelock. 

In  September  following,  Peter  Wheelock 
was  cho.sen  to  the  General  Assembly.  Thos. 
Chittenden  received  8  votes  for  Governor, 
and  Isaac  Ticlienor,  7  votes.  For  David 
Wing,  Jr.,  for  treasurer,  and  for  each  of 
the  councillors,  17  votes  were  cast. 

At  a  town-meeting  Sept.  5,  1797,  it  was 

Voted  that  the  Town  petition  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  ^the  State  at  their  next 
session  to  alter  the  name  of  this  town  from 
Calais  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  that  the  ex- 
pense of  such  alteradon  be  paid  from  the 
town  treasur}'. 

In  the  same  year,  a  meeting  was  warned 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Representa- 
tive to  Congress,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  member-elect  refusing  to  serve. 
The  record  of  the  meeting  closes  as  fol- 
lows:  "No  votes  being  offered,  the 
meeting  was  dissolved.''' 

The  warning  for  the  town  meeting, 
March,  iSoo,  contains:  "6th.  To  see 
^vhat  measures  the  Town  will  take  to  keep 
in  employ  Idle  and  Indolent  persons  who 
do  not  employ  themselves,'"  bui  at  the 
meeting  the  article  was  "  passed  over.'' 

In  1813,  what  funds  had  accumulated 
for  "  support  of  worship,"  nearly  $40  were 
given  to  Elder  Benjamin  Putnam,  and  in 
1815,  the  amount  then  on  hand  was  voted 
to  Elder  Benjamin  Page.    At  this  time 


there  had  been  received  on  the  right 
granted  to  the  fir.st  settled  minister,  ,$628.34. 
Of  this,  $284.80  had  been  appropriated 
for  town  expenses,  and  ?ioo  for  supi)ort  of 
schools. 

In  Marcii,  181 5,  tlic  committee  to  settle 
with  the  town  treasurer  found  that  3S 
pounds  of  lead  had  been  lent  out  of  the 
tow^n  stock  to  Samuel  Rich,  Esq. 

In  1818,  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen 
provide  a  house  for  the  poor,  and  that  the 
'  money  arising  from  lands  appro])riated  to 
the  use  of  first-settled  ministers  be  used  for 
town  expenses.  In  1S29,  th.at  towji  officers 
be  allowed  $1  ])er  day. 

1827,  Caleb  Curtis  was  authoriz.ed  to  sell 
the  town  military  stores,  and  in  1828,  the 
powder  on  hand  was  presented  to  the 
La  Fayette  Artillery  Co. 

In  1836,  Alonzo  Pearce,  Jesse  White 
and  Lovel  Kelton  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  locate  and  build  a  town-house  near  tlve 
center  of  the  town,  and  the  freeman's  meet- 
ing, held  Sept.  5,  1837,  was  called  at  the 
center  school-house,  and  adjourned  to  t'.c 
new  town-house,  but  it  was  not  completed 
at  that  time,  and  the  first  meeting  warned 
there  was  in  March,  1839.  I'revious  to 
this,  meetings  had  been  lield : 

In  1795,  and  '6,  and  freeman's  mecLing 
in  '97,  at  Peter  Wheelock  s  :  town  meet- 
ings, J 797,  1800,  '2  and  4,  at  Asa  Whee- 
lock's  ;  freem\n's  meetings,  1798, '9,  1800, 
and  town  meeting,  "99,  at  Abdiel  Bliss's  ; 
town  meetings,  iSoi  and '3,  and  freeman's 
meeting,  from  1801  to  1804,  at  Alpheus 
Bliss's  ;  all  meetings  from  1805  to  spring  of 
180S,  at  Isaac  Kendall's;  from  fall  of  180S 
to  1817,  at  Gideon  Wheelock's;  then  at 
Center  school-house  until  1839;  since  1868, 
at  the  vestry  of  the  Christian  church. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Clerks.— Peter  Wheelock,  1795  to  1801  ; 
Gideon  Hicks,  1802  to  9,  and  1818  to  47; 
I  Gideon  Wheelock,  1810  to  15;  Lemuel 
Perry,  i8i6,  17;  Nelson  A  .  Chase,  1848  to 
64  ;  Alonzo  Pearce,  1865  ;  Marcus  Ide,  1866 
to  75  ;  Samuel  O.  Robinson,  1S76  to  81. 
[L'  or  remainder  of  tables,  see  last  page.] 

ROADS. 

The  first  record  of  ihe  roads  in  town  was 
made  ?vlar.  4,  1799,  ^^^^  names  of  presen 
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owners  or  occupants  being  in  parenthesis  ; 
Beginning  at  tlie  south  line  of  the  town  by 
Duncan  Young's  (Sodom),  C,ipt.  Abdiel 
Bliss'  (A.  S.  Bliss),  Edward  Tucker's, 
(\V.  IE  K'elton),  Peter  Wheelock's  (S.  S. 
Fuller's)  Jedediah  Fay's  (A.  C.  Guernsey), 
the  mills  (S.  O.  Robinson)  Gideon  Whee- 
lock's  (J.  W.  Hall)  and  Levi  Wright\s, 
(Otis  Rickord)  to  the  north  line  of  the 
town.  A  road  leaving  the  above  north  of 
Levi  Wright's,  by  Holden  Wilbur's  (J.  O. 
Haskell)  to  Amos  Jennings'  (Mrs.  Balen- 
entine).  A  road  from  Edward  Tucker's 
by  Joshua  Bliss,  2d,  (J.  W.  E.  Bliss) 
David  Bliss  (A.  Sanders),  Rufus  Green's 
(Lewis  Wood),  Abijah  Wheelock's  (B. 
Wheeler),  Joel  Robinson's  (liarvey  Ains- 
worth),  Thomas  Hathav>ay  (C.  A.  Wat- 
son), to  Caleb  Curtis'  (A.  J.  Mower). 
From  t\ie  N.  corner  of  Abijah  Whee- 
lock's lot  (Kent's  Corner),  to  tlie  first-men- 
tioned road,  below  the  mills  (near  T.  C. 
Holt's) .  From  near  Edward  Tucker's  by 
Winslow  Tope's  (south  of  A.  D.  Sparrow), 
to  Ethel  Stewards  (().  A.  Wood). 

From  Peter  Wheelock's  by  his  savv-mill, 
(on  the  brook  north  of  Caleb  Bliss)  by 
Shubel  Shortt's  (T.  LeBarrou)  and  David 
Fuller's  (A.  P.  Slayton)  toMontpelierline. 
From  Abdiel  Bliss'  by  James  Jennings', 
Isaac  Kendall's  (E.  L.  Burnap)  Abraham 
Howland's  (on  lot  east  of  Burnap's),  cross- 
ing the  East  brancli,  and  by  Jennison 
Wheelock's  (AlfredWheelock's)  and  David 
Goodell's  (S.  Bancroft),  to  Asa  Wheelock's 
(Isaac  Stanton).  From  near  Isaac  Ken- 
dall's to  Samuel  White's  (Kelso  Gray). 
From  near  Isaac  Kendall's,  soutlierly  by 
Simeon  Slayton's,  Jesse  Slayton's  (Jerra 
Slayton),  Oliver  Palmer's  (Luther  Con- 
verse), Goddard  Wheelock's  (E.  Pray)  and 
Elnathan  Hathaway 's  (L.  M.  Gate)  to 
Montpelier  line.  PVom  Oliver  Palmer's  to 
Gershom  Palmer's  (W.  P.  Slayton).  From 
the  south  line  of  the  town  by  Stephen 
Fay's  (Walter  Merritt)  Phinehas  Davis' 
(J.  P.  Games),  Joshua  Bliss'  (L.  Con- 
verse), Elijah  White's  (G.  Holmes),  Asa 
Wheelock's,  Samuel  Fay's  (Pairiicr  Paine) , 
Amasa  Tucker's  (Heniy  Wells)  Aaron 
Bliss'  (Elias  Smith),  Noah  Bliss'  (C.  H. 
French),  Jonathan    Tucker's,  (Marcus 


Waite),  Jonas  Comings'  (N.  W.  Bliss) 
and  Noah  C.  Clark's,  to  Marshfield  line. 
From  Jennison  Wheelock's  by  Asahel 
Pearcc's  (W.  Lilley)  to  Aaron  Lamb's. 
From  Joshua  Lilley's  (L.  G.  Dwinell),  to 
Aaron  Bliss'. 

This  record  no  doubt  descril.)es  all  the 
roads  in  town  at  that  time,  but  some  other 
settlements  had  been  made. 

Ebenezer  Goodenough  was  on  the  farm 
where  C.  B.  Marsh  now  lives;  John  Crane 
where  Zalmon  Pearce  lives ;  Moses  Has- 
kell had  been  ten  years  or  more  on  C.  S. 
Bennett's  farm  ;  at  about  the  date  of  tl.is 
record,  Zoath  Tobcy  began  on  C.  O. 
Adams'  farm ;  Ellisha  Doan  on  the  lot 
nortli  of  Harvey  Ainsvvorth's :  Frederic 
Bliss  owned  the  lot  w^here  G.  B.  W.  Bliss 
now  lives ;  Simon  Davis  the  land  where 
W.  C.  ])U(';bee  lives,  and  Solomon  Janes, 
Salem  Wheelock  and  Jonathan  Eddy  were 
residents,  but  their  location  at  t'nat  time  is 
not  satisfactorily  deternnned. 

In  1810,  II,  all  the  roads  in  town  were 
surveyed,  and  the  record  shows  the  follovv-- 
ing  roads  not  described  above  :  The  west 
county  road  was  surveyed  in  1808,  and  the 
road  from  it  to  Sodom  was  opened  pre- 
vious to  18 10  ;  also  from  the  county  road  to 
Edward  Tucker's.  From  the  county  road 
near. Thomas  Hathaway's,  by  the  center  of 
the  town,  to  Aaron  Lamb's.  From  Marsh- 
field  line  west -rly  by  Aaron  Bliss',  Zoath 
Tobey's  (Dr.  Asa  George)  Lilley's  Mills 
(Moscow),  Artemas  Foster's  (M.  C.  Ken- 
iston),  Phinehas  Goodenough's  (O.  W. 
White),  to  the  road  near  Amos  Jennings', 
(Mrs.  Balentine). 

From  Lille3-'s  Mills  by  Emerson's,  to 
W^oodbury  line.  From  Woodbury  line  by 
E.  Goodenough's,  to  Jonathan  Tucker's. 
From  the  center  of  the  town,  through 
Pekin,  and  by  where  A.  N.  Chapin  and 
W.  C.  Bugbee  now  live,  to  John  R.  Dens- 
more's  (J.  P.  Games).  From  near  Oliver 
Palmers,  southerly  by  Moses  Haskell,  to 
the  -south  line  of  the  town. 

In  1809,  Reuben  D.  W^aters  bought  the 
lot  on  which  Andrew  Haskell  lives,  and 
soon  after  a  road  was  laid  from  the  mills 
near  the  center  to  his  house,  and  in  18 14, 
this  road  was  extended  northerly  to  Wood- 
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bury  line.  The  road  from  near  Hanison 
Bancroft's,  and  by  W.  V.  Feck'a  to  the 
East  branch  was  surveyed  in  1814,  The 
center  county  road  in  1815,  and  th^  road 
from  Vvoodlrdry  line  to  xMoscow  in  182 1  ; 
from  Maple  Corner  to  Worcester  in  1825. 

The  first  action  of  the  town  in  regard  to 
schools,  was  in  March,  1796.  "Voted  to 
raise  two  pence  on  the  pound  on  the 
Grand  List  of  1796,  for  schools,"  and  the 
selectmen  divided  the  town  into  the  East 
and  West  school  districts. 

In  1798,  what  is  now  No.  4  and  tlie  east- 
erly half  of  No.  13,  was  made  the  South- 
east district,  what  is  now  No.  2  was  named 
the  East  district,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
former  East  district  was  styled  the  North- 
east district.  Ebenezer  Goodcnough  was 
chosen  trustee  of  the  last-named  district, 
and  Oliver  Palmer  of  the  South-east. 

School  trustees  chosen  in  iSoo  Vv'ere : 
Abijah  Whcelock,  West  district ;  Joshua 
Lilley,  cast  district;  Doct.  Samuel  Dan- 
forth,  South-east  district ;  Noah  C.  CJark, 
North-east  district ;  scholars  in  West  dis- 
trict between  4  and  18,  96;  in  S.  E.  dis- 
trict, 27. 

In  1802,  the  North  and  Center  districts 
were  set  off:  tnistees,  Abijah  Wheelock, 
West  district;  Joshua  Lilley,  East  dis- 
trict ;  Oliver  Palmer,  South-east  district ; 
Jonas  Comins,  North-east  district;  Levi 
Wright,  Center  district. 

In  1805,  scholars  reported  betw'een  4 
and  18  years  of  age,  207;  of  whom  100 
were  in  the  West  district,  and  the  next 
March  the  North-west  district  was  set  off  ; 
1808,  the  South-west  district  was  formed. 
In  1812,  the  town  voted  "to  pay  theschool 
tax  for  the  year  ensuing  in  good  corn,  rye 
or  wheat."  This  is  the  first  year  that  we 
find  a  complete  record  of  the  families  in 
town  having  children  between  4  and  18 
years  of  age,  100  having  329  children;  16 
of  these,  i  each;  25,  2  each:  18,  3  each; 
14.  4  each ;  14,  5  each;  10,  6  each  ;  Jason 
Marsh,  7  ;  Isaac  Wells  and  Frederic  Bliss, 
8  each. 

In  1818,  the  South  district  was  estab- 
lished, and  in  1825  the  Blanchard  dis- 
trict, and  March,  1826,  the  districts  were 
numbered :    West  district,  No.  i  ;  East, 
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No.  2  ;  Center,  No.  3;  South-east,  No.  4; 
North-west,  No.  5;  North-east,  No.  6; 
South-west,  No.  7;  North,  No.  8;  South, 
No.  9;  lilanchard,  No.  10;  at  the  same 
time  Nos.  11  and  12  were  established; 
nearly  the  same  territory  as  now. 

In  1828,  Shubael  Wheeler,  Asa  George 
and  E.  C.  McLoud  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  teachers  and  visit  schools. 
In  1829,  district  No.  13  was  established; 
in  1832,  No.  14. 

THE  SLAYTON  FAMILY. 

[From  GencaIo;;ical  ami  FJioi^rapijical  Sketch  of  the 
Stayloii  Family,  1870.j 

PiiiXEAS  Slayiox,  son  of  Thomas,  and 
grandson  of  Capt.  Thomas,  from  England, 
b.  in  Barre,  Mass.,  1736,  m.  Jane  Gray, 
1761.  He  was  an  ofiicer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  a  magistrate  of  liis  town  ; 
children,  Jesse,  Simeon,  IClijah,  Abigail, 
Eleanor,  Hannah,  Elisha  ;  moved  to  Mont- 
pelier  about  1790,  settled  on  a  farm  near 
the  Calais  line.  He  was  called  by  his  de- 
scendants and  neighbors  "  Long  Stocking," 
because  he  wore  short  velvet  breechts, 
with  long  stockings  and  silver  knee-buckles. 
His  quaint  old  English  style  of  dress  will 
be  remembered  by  many  of  the  older  res- 
idents of  Washington  County. 

Jesse  Si.aytox,  b.  Barre,  Mass.,  1764; 
m.  Betsy  Bucklin  ;  children,  Bucklin,  Jesse, 
Phineas,  Darius ,  Lucy,  Betsy,  Eleanor, 
Mahala,  Aseanatti.  He  moved  to  Calais 
about  1790,  and  built  a  house  and  cleared 
the  farm  where  Jerra  Slay  ton  now  lives. 
Many,  if  not  all,  of  the  children  were  born 
in  Brooklield,  and  moved  to  Vermont  with 
their  parents,  and  all  settled  in  Calais  or 
vicinity,  and  most  of  them  reared  large 
families  of  children.  Moving  into  the  set- 
tlement before  the  town  was  organized, 
their  father,  Jesse  Slayton,  was  one  of  the 
original  25  who  voted  on  the  organization 
of  the  town,  and  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

Bucklin  Slayton,  son  of  Jesse,  b.  in 
Brookfield,  Mass.,  1783;  moved  to  Calais 
with  his  father ;  m.  1804,  Sally  Willis,  b. 
in  Hardwick,  Mass.  ;  dau.  of  Edward. Willis 
and  Nancy  Fuller,  of  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Calais;   children,  Harriet,  Dulcenia  J., 
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Orrin  H.,  AroP.,  Sarah,  George  J.,  Faun}- 
and  Hiram  K.  Slayton. 

He  was  a  master  carpenter,  and  planned 
and  set  out  many  of  the  frame  dwelling- 
houses  and  stores  of  Monipelierand  Calais. 
He  was  the  first  man,  according  to  common 
report,  wlio  set  out  buildings  by  square 
nile ;  previous  to  tirat  time  buildings  had 
been  built  by  scribe  rule.  Whether  he 
was  the  originator  of  the  square  iTile  or 
not,  is  not  known  beyond  a  doubt  by  the 
writer ;  but  it  would  seem  there  were  few, 
if  any,  w  ho  set  out  by  square  rule  at  that 
time,  for  in  1S27  and  '29,  h.e  was  sent  for 
to  set  out  the  factories  at  Nashua,  N.  H., 
and  when  asked  how  long  a  building  he 
could  set  out,  he  said  if  they  would  fur- 
nish the  lumber,  he  could  set  out  a  build- 
ing that  would  reach  from  Nashua  to 
Uo.ston.  In  the  war  of  1812-14,  ])ucklin, 
Jesse,  Phineas  and  Darius  all  enlisted  in 
the  compan}-  from  Calais  and  Montpclicr, 
raised  and  .  commanded  by  Capt.  Gideon 
Wheelock,  to  meet  trie  British  at  I'latts- 
burgh. 

Ojirix  B.,  his  son.  m.  Dulcena  Andrews  ; 
children,  Joseph,  Austin  C.  Aro  P.  Jr., 
Rufus,  Amanda,  Amelia  and  Alfred. 

Austin  C,  Slaytox,  son  of  Orrin  B., 
enlisted  in  the  3d  Vt.  Regt.,  and  served  4 
years  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  in  the 
army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  a  good 
soldier  and  in  a  great  many  battles.  His 
regiment  belonged  to  that  famous  Vermont 
brigade  called  the  '*  Old  Iron  Brigade,'' 
whose  valor  reflected  imperishable  honor 
on  the  State  which  furnished  the  men,  and 
on  the  nation  whose  life  they  fought  to 
maintain.    He  is  now  living  in  Chicago. 

RuFUS  Slayton,  brother  of  Austin  C, 
enlisted  in  the  7th  Vt.  Regt.,  served  faith- 
fully, and  died  from  sickness,  occasioned 
by  his  service  in  the  army,  soon  after 
reaching  his  home.  Aro  and  Alfred  still 
live  in  Montpelier,  and  Joseph  in  Calais. 


moted  to  the  captaincy  of  that  company. 
He  represented  Elmore  in  tlie  Legislature. 
He  married  Lucy  White,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children  :  Florence,  Katie,  Frank, 
Herbert,  Lucy,  Calvin  and  Orrin.  He  and 
his  family  now  live  in  Elmore. 

Geo.  J.j  bro.  of  Aro  P.,  m.  Fann)  An- 
drews; children,  Willis,  Marinda,  Cortez, 
Plenry,  Fremont  and  Melvina.  He  and 
some  of  his  children  are  living  in  Alorris- 
ville. 

Hon.  Hiram  K. Slayton,  sonof  Ikick- 
lin,  b.  in  Calais,  1S25,  m.  Eliza  A.  Mitch- 
ell, of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  1850;  have  one 
son,  Edward  M.  Slayton.  Ho  was  ed- 
ucated at  the  common  schools  and  Mont- 
pelier Academy,  taught  school  2  winters; 
at  18  years  entered  as  a  clerk  in  a  counting- 
room  on  India  street,  Boston,  for  three 
years  ;  returned  to  Calais  and  opened  a 
country  variety  store  ;  also  bought  country 
produce ;  was  ai)pointed  a  delegate  from 
Vermont  to  the  lirst  Republican  National 
Convention  at  Philadelphia,  in  1856,  and 
alternate  delegate  in  i860;  was  elected  a 
representative  from  his  native  town  in  1858 
and  '59:  moved  to  Manchester,  N.  H.,  in 
1S63;  went  to  Cuba  in  the  fall  of  "63; 
thence  to  New  Orleans ;  wholesaled  dry 
goods  through  the  winter;  returned  to 
Manchester  the  spring  of  '64  :  commenced 
and  built  up  a  large  wholesale  and  produce 
and  provision  business  ;  was  elected  from 
Ward  Three  a  representative  to  the  New 
Hampshire  Legislature  in  1871  ;  re-elected 
in  '72  ;  spring  of  '73  he  gave  up  his  mer- 
cantile business  to  his  son,  visited  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  passed  the  summer  in 
Antwerp,  Brussels,  Cologne,  Berlin,  Dres- 
den, etc. :  at  the  World's  Fair  in  Vienna, 
at  Augsburg,  l^asle,  Paris,  etc. ;  in  1876, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  to  revise  and  amend  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State;  in  77,  a  senator  to 
represent  the  city  of  Manchester  in  tr.e 


Aro  P.  Slayton,  son  of  Bucklin,  en-  New  Hampshire  Senate ;  re-elected  in  "78, 
listed  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  }  and  he  is  more  widely  known  throughout 


elected  ist  lieut.  of  Co.  H.  13th  Regt.  V. 
Vols.  This  company  v,as  composed largeb' 


the  country  for  his  efforts  in  favor  of  specie 
payments  and  able  financial  articles,  orig- 


of  citizens  of  Calai>.  He  was  in  the  battle  j  inating  the  ma.xim,  viz.:  "The  nation 
of  Gettysburg,  and  in  command  of  his  j  which  has  the  most  valuable  legal  tender 
company  through  that  batde,  and  was  pro- I  dollar,  (other  things  being  equal),  will 
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outrun  ill  wealth  and  prosperity  the  nation  |  away  emigated  to  Calais  in  1796,  whitlier 
whose  dollar  buys  less,  as  sure  as  death  j  some  of  his  family  had  already  preceded 
foHows  existence'';  is  the  author  of  the  |  him.  He  resided  for  many  years  on  the 
resolutions  in  favor  of  specie  payments  |  farm  now  (1879)  owned  and  occupied  by 
which  passed  the  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- !  Caleb  Bliss,  his  residence  being  near  the 
niont  Legislatures,  and  the  resolution  j  old  cemeter\- on  that  farm,  lie  died  June 
passed  by  the  Vermont  Legislature  in  the  '  i,  18 12. 


fall  of '78  in  relation  to  the  Bland  silver 
bill.  His  efforts  in  favor  of  cosumption, 
an  honest  dollar  and  honest  payment  of 
debts  were  continuous  for  many  years". 
His  articles  on  finance  are  widely  copied 
by  the  public  press  of  the  country,  and 
their  soundness  is  endorsed  by  such  lead- 
ing financial  thinkers  and  writers  asAmasa 
Walker,  David  A.  Wells,  B.  F.  Nourse, 
Abram  S.  Hewitt,  Jas.  A.  Garfield  and 
others. 

PLdvs-ard  M.  Slayton,  son  of  Hirara  R., 
b.  in  Calais,  1851:  m.  Jennie  Hovey,  of 
Rockland,  Me.,  1874:  has  one  daughter, 
Olive  May  :  sons,  Hovey  Edward  and  H.  K. 
Slayton,'  Jr.  ;  now  living  in  >Lanchcster, 
N.  H.,  wholesale  produce  and  provision 
merchant. 

Darius  Slayton,  son  of  Jesse,  had  2 
sons,  Henry  and  PLdson,  and  2  daughters. 
He  is  a  good  citizen,  and  still  lives  on  his 
old  homestead  farm  in  Calais.    His  son 


ELxVATHAN,  son  of  Silas,  born  Feb.  3, 
1770,  came  to  Vermont  earlier  than  any 
others  of  his  family,  the  exact  date  un- 
known ;  but  certain  it  is  that  he  came  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  father's  coniing.  He 
married  1st,  Rhoda  Tabor,  of  Mass.  ;  2d, 
Esther  (Buel)  Bassett,  of  E.  Montpelier ; 
3d,  Jane  Burchai  d,  of  Starksboro ;  chil- 
dren by  1st  wife,  3 — but  one,  Alma,  grew 
up — by  2d  wife,  6 ;  three,  Rhoda,  Alden, 
Martha,  attained  majority. 

Elnathan  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith, 
and  resided  on  the  farm  now  (1879)  of 
Lemuel  Cate.  He  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  member  of  the  society  of 
Friends,  who  had  a  church  in  E.  Mont- 
pelier, and  were  quite  numerous  in  that 
and  neighboring  towns.  His  parents  re- 
sided with  him  in  their  decline  of  life.  He 
died  Jan.  1835.  Of  his  descendants,  none 
in  town.  His  daughter  Alma  m.  James 
Lebaron,  and  lived  many  years  in  Calais, 


Edson  has  reared  a  large 
dren,  and  is  a  respected  citizen  of  Wolcott. 

Otis  Slayton  married  a  daughter  of 
Wm.  Peck,  has  no  children,  and  lives  in 
Calais. 

SILAS  HATHAWAY  AND  FA.MILY. 

Among  the  few  familiar  names  intimately 
connected  with  the  early  history  and  set- 
tlement of  Calais,  are  found  those  of  Silas 
Hathaway  and  his  sons,  Elnathan,  Thomas 
and  Asa.  Cotem.poraries  of  the  W'hee- 
locks,  the  Blisses,  Slaytons,  Fays  and 
Tuckers,  they  shared  their  full  measure  the 
hardships  incident  to  a  new  setdement. 

Silas  H.a.thaway,  son  of  Elnathan, 


•ge  family  of  chil- 1  ^^'^ ''^"^^^'^^^^ ^'^^f  ^'^''^^^ 


j  where  she  died,  Dec.  1872,  leaving  tv»  o 
i  daughters.  His  daughter  Rhoda  m.  Alonzo 
i  Redv/ay,  and  lives  in  East  Montpelier. 
His  son,  Alden,  m.  Louisa,  dau.  of  Wil- 
liam Templeton,  of  E.  Montpelier,  where 
he  died  Jan.  1843,  age,  47. 

Esthp:r,  dau.  of  Silas,  b.  Sept.  1771, 
m.  Smith  Stevens,  son  of  Prince  Stevens, 
of  E.  iVIontpelier,  and  lived  there  in  the 
decline  of  life  with  James  Bennett,  who  m. 
Rhoda  Stevens,  a  daughter.  But  two  of 
this  family  living,  Catherine  and  Smith 
Stevens,  Jr.,  of  E.  Montpelier. 

Tho^l-VS,  son  of  Silas,  born  Aug.  1773  ; 
m.  1st.  to  Susannah  Coombs,  of  Roches- 


(who  died  at  New  Bedford,  aged  90)  was  ;  ter,  Mass.,  Jan.  1797 ;  2d,  to  Philana  Pray, 
born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  July  3,  1742.  |  of  Calais,  (from  Oxford,  Mass.)  Sept.  1S45. 
Silas  married  Mary  Grift eth,  of  Rochester,  j  He  came  with  his  family  from  Rochester, 
Mass. ;  of  their  9  children,  all  born  at  New  \  Mass.,  to  Calais  in  1799,  locating  on  the 
Bedford,  6  married  and  raised  families:  j  farm  where  he  resided  till  his  death.  He 
Elnathan,  Esther,  Thomas.  Eleanor,  Asa,  i  first  came  to  Calais  in  March,  1794,  and 
Sarah,  West,  in  order  of  age.    Mr.  Hath- 1  cut  the  iirst  tree  on  his  land  June  i,  1795. 
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He  returned  to  Massachusetts  in  the  fall, 
and  came  back  in  the  spring,  for  several 
years  before  he  moved  his  fiimily  on.  He 
had  lo  children;  8  married:  Susan,  Caleb 
Coombs,  Loam,  Earl,  Sorton,  Almeda, 
Lora,  and  Philander ;  Loam,  Almeda  and 
Lora  only  survive.  Thomas  lived  in  de- 
cline of  life  upon  the  old  homestead  with 
his  son  Lorton,  dying  Apr.  1856.  Of  his 
children,  Susan,  b.  in  1800,  m.  Calvin 
Foster,  of  Moretov,  n ;  died  there  July, 
1874;  no  descendants;  Caleb  Coombs,  b. 
1801,  m.  Polly  Ainswortli,  of  Calais.  He 
died  in  N.  Montpelier,  where  he  had  resided 
many  years,  Dec.  1878.  He  was  a  farmer ; 
had  6  children.  The  widow  and  two 
daughters  alone  remain  of  his  family. 

Loam,  son  of  Thomas,  b.  1803,  a  farmer, 
m.  Catherine  II.,  daughter  of  Lyman  Dag- 
gett, a  farmer  of  Calais,  from  Charlton, 
Mass.  He  renioved  to  Hard  wick  in  1866; 
resides  at  the  South  Village ;  4  children  in 
this  family.  Lyman  Daggett,  the  oldest 
son,  is  a  lawyer  at  Hardwick ;  Fernando 
Cortez,  the  youngest,  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth in  1868;  vas  principal  of  Valley 
Seminary,  N.  H.,  Hardwick  Academy, 
and  People's  Academy,  Morrisville.  He 
attained  a  high  reputation  as  a  teacher, 
but  broke  down  from  over-work,  dying 
July  6,  1873.  ^"^^s  a  member  of  the 

State  Board  of  Education  at  his  death. 

Earl,  son  of  Thomas,  b.  1806,  m.  ist, 
to  Nancy,  daughter  of  Gains  Allen,  of 
Calais,  (fonnerly  of  Maine)  ;  2d,  to  Sarah 
Ann  Stewart,  dau.  of  David  Stewart,  of 
Duxbury.  His  farm  was  near  his  father's 
old  homestead,  in  Calais.  He  died  Feb. 
1861.  He  had  but  one  son,  Mahlon  S., 
with  whom  his  mother  resides.  He  was  b. 
1844,  m.  Stella  C.  Shedd,  of  Hardwick,  b. 
185 1.  He  follows  the  same  occupation  as 
his  father,  varying  it  for  some  years  past 
by  school-teaching  tor  a  portion  of  the 
year.  He  has  also  tilled  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust  in  town  affairs  with 
much  acceptance. 

Lorton,  b.  Aug.  1808,  m.  Hannah  N., 
dau.  of  Jonathan  Hamblet,  of  Worcester, 
Vt. ;  he  resided  through  life  on  the  old 
homestead  of  his  father,  in  Calais;  died, 
1858.    His  children  were  Mary  Jane  and 


Julia  Emma.  Mary  J.  m.  Carlos  Jacobs  ; 
resides  in  Calais.  Julia  E.  m.  Charles 
Watson ;  resides  upon  the  old  Hathaway 
homestead.  His  widow  m.  Jonas  G.  Orms- 
bee  ;  resides  at  North  Calais. 

Almeda,  dau.  of  Thomas,  b.  18 10,  m. 
Martin  W\  Hamblet,  who  died  1869.  She 
resides  with  her  only  son  at  Middlesex. 
Loi-a,  son  ,of  Thomas,  b.  July,  18 12,  m. 
Judith  Cilley,  of  Worcester ;  is  a  farmer  in 
Woodbury;  has  2  sons,  2  daughters. 

Philander,  son  of  Thomas,  b.  1816,  m. 
Nancy  E.  Coats,  of  V/indsor.  He  was  a 
mason  by  trade;  died  in  V\'indsor,  1857; 
left  a  widow  and  two  children  :  all  reside 
in  Boston.  His  widow m.  John  C.  Hutch- 
inson, of  Windsor,  a  blacksmith  and  gla- 
zier. 

Asa,  son  of  Silas,  b.  Dec.  1777,  came  to 
Calais  with  his  father  in  1796;  m.  Mary, 
dau.  of  John  Peck,  of  Y..  Montpelier,  (from 
Royalston,  Mass.)  He  resided  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  here  for  the  most  part 
on  forms  in  the  south  pai  t  of  the  town, 
now  (1S79)  occupied  by  E.  H.  Slay  ton 
and  H.  H.  McLoud,  where  he  died  in 
1830.  He  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith; 
raised  7  children  ;  6  married  ;  5  are  living  : 
Tilmus,  Elnathan,  Hiram,  Stillman,  and' 
Asa  Peck. 

Tilmus,  b.  1805,  m.  Lois  K.,  dau.  of 
Enoch  Blake,  of  Cabot ;  resided  till  re- 
cently on  his  father's  old  farm  ;  now  at 
E.  Cabot ;  ha:  two  sons,  Asa  Sprague  and 
Clarence  Lockwood.  Asa  has  for  some 
years  past  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  Boston,  Mass. 

Clarence  is  a  graduate  of  Norwich  Uni- 
versity, Northfield,  Vt. ;  studied  theology 
with  Rev.  Dr.  Hepworth,  then  of  Boston  ; 
visited  the  Argentine  Republic,  South 
America,  as  an  attachee  of  Prof.  Gould's 
scientific  expedition ;  after  his  return, 
studied  medicine,  and  established  himself 
in  practice  in  Boston,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. 

Elnathan,  son  of  Asa,  b.  1808,  m.  Dul- 
cenia,  dau.  of  Bucklin  Slayton,  of  Calais; 
is  a  farmer ;  resides  near  the  old  home- 
i  stead  of  his  father. 

j  Iliram,  son  of  Asa,  b.  181 1,  m.  ist, 
j  Ruth  H.  Johnson;  2d,  Esther  Ann  Pren- 
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tiss,  both  of  Moretown;  children,  5  by  ist 
and  one  by  2d  marriage,  of  whom  Chas. 
Johnson,  Edna  Ruth,  Asa  Peck  and  Frank 
Luce  are  now  liv  ing.  The  two  oldest  sons, 
married,  farmers,  :eside  near  their  father; 
the  youngest  with  ;  the  daughter  married 
Henry  A.  Slayton,  a  merchant  of  Morris- 
ville.  Hiram,  farmer,  resides  in  Moretown 
village  ;  has  long  been  a  prominent  citizen 
of  that  town,  and  leading  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Stillman,  son  of  Asa,  b.  1813,  m.  Ca- 
lista  D.  Harrington,  of  Bennington;  has 
resided  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Pt.  Kent, 
Bennington,  Wisconsin,  etc.  He  was  a 
photographer;  now  a  farmer  in  Highland, 
Minn.-  He  has  2  daughters,  i  son;  all  of 
Minnesota. 

Asa  Peck,  son  of  Asa,  b.  1817,  m.  ist, 
Sarah  Carlton,  of  Dorchester,  Mass. ;  2d, 
Ann  Maria  Plilton,  dau.  of  John  Hilton, 
Esq.,  of  Lynn,  Mass. ;  residence,  Boston 
and  Lynn,  Mas.s. ;  a  wholesale  and  com- 
mission dealer  in  grain,  flour  and  pro- 
visions, senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Hath- 
away &  Woods,  24 Commerce  and  iii  So. 
Market  st.,  Boston.  He  went  to  Boston 
in  1836,  and  has  resided  there  ever  since, 
except  2  years  spent  at  Huntsville,  Ala. 
He  is  classed  financially  with  the  solid, 
and  is  certainly  among  the  heavy  men  of 
Boston. 

Lyman  Daggett,  son  of  David,  (an  of- 
ficer of  the  Revolutionary  war,  dying  in 
that  service  at  Oxford,  Mass.,  1777)  came 
as  a  member  of  his  uncle,  Peter  Wheelock's 
family,  with  them  to  Calais,  Sept.  1789,  at 
the  age  of  14.  He  was  a  farmer  ;  lived  before 
married  oil  the  farm  now  of  his  grandson, 
Willard  C.  Bugjpee,  son  of  Chester  Bug- 
bee,  with  whom  he  lived  in  the  decline  of 
life;  where  he  died,  Apr.  1871.  He  m. 
Sarah  W.,  youngest  daughter  of  Silas 
Hathaway  ;  b.  Feb.  1785;  d.  Aug.  1872  ; 
children,  3  ;  2  attained  maturity  :  Cath- 
erine H.  who  m.  Loam  Hathaway  (noticed) , 
Clarissa  Amanda,  widow  of  the  late  Chester 
Bugbee,  of  Calais,  residing  with  her  son 
upon  the  old  homestead,  cleared  of  the 
primitive  forest  by  her  father.  Only  two 
bearing  the  family  name  are  now  (1881) 
counted  among  our  citizens  :  Elnathan, 


son  of  Asa,  and  Mahlon  S.,  son  of  P2arl 
Hathaway,  the  former  standing  upon  the 
edge  of  the  dark  valley,  wearing  the  snows 
of  three  score  years  and  ten ;  the  latter, 
but  just  passed  the  threshold  of  active 
business  life.  Beside  these,  there  remain 
in  town  the  descendants  of  Lorton  Plath- 
away  and  Chester  }3ughee.  who  can  claim 
direct  lineage  from  Silas  Hathaway. 

Charles  Dugar,  born  in  France,  came 
to  Nova  Scotia  with  his  father's  family, 
and  when  about  12  years  of  age,  to  Charl- 
ton, Mass. 

Gload,  son  of  Charles,  born  in  Charl- 
ton, 1775,  manied  Sarah  Dunton,  of  Stur- 
bridgc,  Mass.,  and  removed  to  Calais  in 
June,  1809.  He  settled  first  near  where 
Allen  Morse  now  lives,  then  where  John 
Sabin  nov,'  is,  and  aftcrv.ards  on  land  now 
owned  by  his  son  Abner,  the  only  one  of 
his  II  children  now  living  in  this  vicinity. 

Abner,  sou  of  Gload,  was  born  1805,  in 
Charlton ;  when  about  5  years  old,  an  ac- 
cident rendered  him  totally  blind,  and  his 
career  has  been  remarkable  for  one  placed 
in,  the  circumstances  he  was.  PI  is  father 
was  poor,  and  he  was  early  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  but  natural  intelligence 
and  energy  have  in  great  measure  com- 
pensated for  his  loss  of  sight.  He  attend- 
ed school,  and  made  considerable  progress 
by  hearing  the  recitations  of  other  schol- 
ars, and  eng  iged  in  nearly  all  the  sports 
and  labors  01  boyhood,  taking  long  tramps 
in  the  woods  in  fishing  and  trapping. 

He  began  t)usiness  for  himself  by  ped- 
dling small  arucles  from  house  to  house, 
and  when  about  21,  having  accumulated  a 
little  capital,  bought  a  fami,  and  married 
Hannah  Jacobs,  of  Montpelier.  Since 
that  time  he  has  made  farming  his  bus- 
iness, and  with  more  than  average  success. 
He  has  reared  a  family  of  6  children,  and 
given  them  as  good  advantages  as  are  en- 
joyed by  the  average  of  farmers'  families, 
and  now  owns  a  good  farm,  part  in  this 
town  and  part  in  Worcester.  He  per- 
forms nearly  all  kinds  of  farm  labor,  and 
upon  a  recent  visit,  was  found  going  about 
his  barns  caring  for  the  stock.  He  is  a 
I  good  judge  of  cattle,  even  distinguishing 
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their  different  colors  by  some  unaccounted 
for  sense. 

Near  his  house  when  a  boy  was  a  saw- 
mill;  this  he  clambered  over  until  he  be- 
came so  fa.niliar  with  it,  that  he  has  during 
the  leisure  hours  of  his  busy  life  made  two 
models  of  it,  cpmplete  in  all  their  details. 

While  clearing  his  farm,  he  made  a  con- 1 
siderablc  business  of  burning  charcoal, 
and  one  winter  drew  900  bushels  to  Mont-  j 
pelier,  ^ome  lo  miles,  with  a  pair  of  two- 
years-old  steers. 

,He  once  engaged  of  a  neighbor  one  of  a 
lot  of  young  pigs.  One  among  them  was 
of  slighdy  better  form  than  the  others, 
and  this  the  neighbor  intended  to  keep 
himself.  But  when  Dugar  came,  he  could 
not  quite  refuse  a  blind  man  his  choice  ;  so 
Dugar  entered  the  pen,  and  after  careful 
examination,  came  out  with  the  identical 
pig  the  other  had  selected. 

PALMKR  FAMILY. 

Oliver  Palmlk  married,  Dec.  17S6, 
Asenath  }>arnes ;  removed  from  Wood- 
stock to  Calais  in  1796;  lived  some  20 
years  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Luther 
Converse,  and  returned  to  Woodstock. 
While  in  Calais,  he  held  the  offices  of  town 
treasurer,  selectman  and  lister.  His  chil- 
dren were  :  Orpha,  b.  17S9,  m.  1808,  An- 
drew Nealey  ;  lived  sonie  years  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  George  Chase  ;  Millie,  flar- 
riet,  Alden,  1795,  a  niill-wright,  married, 
lived  in  Calais,  Montpelier  and  elsewhere; 
Walter,  b.  1805  ;  Laura,  18 10. 

Gers»am  Palmer,  younger  brother  of 
Oliver,  manied  Mercy  Bennett  in  Wood- 
stock, probably  about  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval to  Calais  in  1797  :  lived  on  the  farm 
north  of  his  brother  Oliver ;  was  prom- 
inent in  town  business ;  moderator  in  town 
meeting  6  years,  selectman  8  years ;  lister 
2  years  ;  was  the  fourth  representative  from 
Calais;  served  7  years;  in  1810,  judge  of 
probate  in  what  was  then  Caledonia  Co. ; 
2d  justice  in  town;  served  12  years,  and 
by  act  of  the  Legislature,  Nov.  i,  1810, 
was  made  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to 
locate  and  build  county  buildings  in  the  \ 
new  County  of  Jefferson,  now  Washing- j 
ton.  •  i 


He  died  Oct.  11,  aged  37  years.  His 
children,  all  born  in  Calais,  were  Hannah 
W.,  b.  1798,  m.  1827,  Alvah  Elmore,  lived 
on  the  Col.  Curtis  farm,  where  she  died, 
Aug.  1843;  Rispah,  b.  1800,  m.  in  Wood- 
stock, 1820,  F^beu  Cox,  son  of  Daniel  and 
Celia  (Darling),  b;)rn  Jan.  i,  1796.  They 
came  to  Calais  in  1827,  and  began  on  the 
farm  where  he  died,  Nov.  1877.  Only  one 
of  their  family  of  9  daughters  resides  in 
Calais:  Aurelia  M.,  b.  Oct.  14,  1829,  m. 
Mar.  28,  1855,  El  bridge  H.  Stickhey. 

Mercy,  dau.  of  Gersham,  wasb.in  1802  ; 
Lucia  D.,  in  1803. 

/Bennett,  son  of  Gersham,  b.  Nov.  10, 
1805,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Church  of  Christian  Brethren,  Calais,  Aug. 
29,  1830  ;  married  Valina  Snow,  of  Pom  fret, 
and  went  to  New  Hampshire  to  live,  and 
while  there  was  a  member  of  the  N.  H. 
Legislature.  He  returned  to  Calais  in 
1845,  where  he  remained  till  his  death. 
May  12,  1 85 1.  Children  of  Bennett  and 
Valina  l^almer :  Lucia  Ellen  and  Sarah 
Snow,  b.  in  Washington.  N.  H.,  1835, 
"37;  Gersham  Bela,  b.  in  Marlow,  N.  H., 
1840;  Charles  Bennett,  b.  in  Springfield, 
N.  H.,  1844;  Redora  Valina,  b.  in  Calais, 
Aug.  26,  1847. 

Dulcenia,  dau.  of  Gersham,  was  born 
1808;  Fanny,  1810;  Mercy,  Lucia,  Dul- 
cenia and  Fanny  are  married,  and  reside  in 
Woodstock. 

DAVID  GOODLLL 

settled  on  v.hat  is  now  known  as  the 
Smilie  Bancroft  farm,  about  1791.  Pie 
died  Feb.  i,  180S,  and  his  wife,  Martha, 
Aug.  29,  1809.  Their  children  :  Pamelia, 
b.  1787,  m.  Asaph  King ;  Poll^,  b.  1789, 
deceased  ;  John,  b,  1792  :  Orange,  b.  1795, 
deceased  ;  Tamar,  b.  1801,  ni.  Jason  Chase. 

John  Goodell,  son  of  David,  m.  1S18, 
Lucy,  dau.  of  Elijah  White ;  settled  in 
Cabot;  in  1825,  returned  to  Calais,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  July,  i860; 
children,  Diana,  b.  1824,  m.  Alvin  Chapin  ; 
Matilda,  b.  1827,  m.  Alonzo  Taylor ;  re- 
sides in  New  York  City;  Sidney,  b.  1830, 
m.  Elizabeth  Darling,  of  Meriden,  Mass,  ; 
resides  in  Milford,  Mass.;  Lucy,  b.  1840, 
m.  1857,  Alonzo,  son  of  Shepherd  Wheeler  ; 
their  dau.  Flora,  born  Dec.  1862. 
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BAKNAHAS  DOTV. 

Raknav.as  Dotv,  Jr.,  b.  in  Rochester, 
Apr.  30,  1771,  2d  .son  of  Capt.  Barnabas, 
went  to  I\Iontpclier  in  the  spring  of  1789, 
witli  liis  brother  Edmund,  where  they 
bnilt,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Larned 
Lamb,  the  first  framed-house  in  that  town, 
for  CoL  Jacob  Da\is.  He  worked  as  a 
Junise\origld  there  each  summer,  retun\ing 
to  R.  in  the  winter,  till  1792  ;  m.  in  Roch- 
ester, Mass.,  Jan.  19,  1793,  Thankful,  dau. 
of  David  and  Sarah  (Parker)  Wing,  b. 
July  2,  1769,  and  settled  in  Montpelier  the 
following  spring.  He  was  commissioned 
ensign  of  Washington  Artillery  by  Gov. 
Jonas  Galusha,  181 1,  and  captain  3  years 
later,  by  Gov.  Martin  Chittenden.  He 
rode  post  some  yenrs  from  Montpelier  to 
Hardwick,  20  miles,  to  which  latter  place 
he  removed,  and  carried  on  the  business 
of  a  blacksmith,  saddler,  watchmaker  and 
merchant,  doing  most  of  the  magistrate's 
business  in  town  :  was  postmaster  182 1-5, 
until  having  buried  his  son,  Horatio  Gates, 
1827,  and  his  wife,  1S31,  he  went  to  live  in 
Georgeville,  C.  E.,  then  in  Irasburgh,  Vt., 
and  spent  the  last  16  years  of  his  life  in 
Calais,  where  he  died  Dec.  1864,  aged  93  ; 
was  buried  in  Hardwick.  [Pliilo  Club,  p. 
39]- 

Copy  of  a  letter  presented  Silas  Ketchum 
byA.S.  Bliss: 

Montpelier,  Mar.  30,  18 14. 
To  Silas  Williams,  p:sq.,  ALaj,  Steven 
Pitkin,  Mr.  Elihu  Coburn,  Maj.  Joel 
Walker,  William  Mattocks,  Esq.,  Alpha 
Warner,  Esq.,  Elnathan  Strong,  Esq., 
Ralph  Parker,  Esq.,  Wm.  Baxter,  Esq. 
and  Wm.  Howe,  Esq: 

Geniknien: — The  bearer,  Mr.  Barnabas 
Doty,  a  man  of  integrity  and  faithfulness, 
has  undertaken  to  carry  the  mail  and  dis- 
tribute papers,  on  the  route  formerly  rode 
by  Mr.  Llenry  Dewey,  and  from  our  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  we  are  persuaded  he 
will  give  as  good  and  as  general  satisfac- 
tion as  did  Mr.  Dewey.  As'he  is  a  stranger, 
our  influence  in  his  behalf  in  encouraging 
is  business,  may  be  of  considerable  ben- 
efit to  him.  Yours  with  much  respect, 
Walton  &  Goss. 
He  made  first  trip,  date  of  above  letter. 
The  route  book  also  presented  with  above 
letter,  shows  the  route  to  lay  from  Mont- 
pelier through  Calais,  PLainfield,  Marsh- 


field,  Cabot,  Peacham,  Danville,  Wal- 
den,  Hardwick,  Greensboro,  Glover,  Iras- 
burgh, Saleni,  Derby  and  Dunkensbor- 
ough.    [Philo.  Club]. 

ELIJAH  WHITE 

came  from  Charlton,  Mass.,  to  Calais  in 
the  summer  of  1797,  and  began  chopping 
in  the  east  lot  now  owned  by  Lewis  Ban- 
croft, but  abandoned  it,  and  the  next  sum- 
mer began  on  the  lot  in  the  south-easterly 
part  of  the  town,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  1832.  In  Feb.  1797,  he  brought 
his  newly-married  wife,  Ruth  Needham,  to 
Calais.  She  died  about  1847;  children, 
all  born  in  Calais:  Lucy,  b.  1800,  m. 
John,  son  of  David  Goodell ;  Adams,  b. 
1802;  Larnard,  1805;  R^ith,  1813,  m. 
1835,  Amasa  Hall ;  settled  in  Marshfieid. 

Adams,  m.  1825,  Alfreda  Bryant;  lived 
in  Calais  and  Woodbury  ;  died,  1873  ?  l'^"^ 
wife  in  1877;  both  in  Woodbury;  chil- 
dren, Florilla,  Clarissa,  Elijah,  Ruth  and 
George.  Larnard  m.  1828,  Roxana,  dau. 
of  Nathan  Kelton  ;  lived  in  the  S.  P^.  part 
of  the  town  ;  deceased. 

FIRST  MEETIXG-HOUSE  SOCIETY. 

In  August,  1823,  a  call  was  issued, 
signed  by  Caleb  Curtis,  Medad  Wright  and 
Nathan  Bancroft,  asking  all  interested  in 
building  a  meeting-house  in  Calais,  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Medad  Wright  on 
the  1 8th  of  tl  at  month. 

At  this  meeting,  the  above  society  was 
organized,  by-laws  adopted,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  elected :  Caleb  Curtis, 
moderator ;  William  Dana,  clerk,  and 
Joshua  Bliss,  treasurer.  Caleb  Curtis, 
Isaac  Davis,  A.lpheus  Bliss,  Medad  Wright 
and  Joel  Robinson,  conmiittee  to  select  a 
plan  and  agree  with  Caleb  Bliss  for  land 
on  which  to  set  the  house. 

On  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  a  meet- 
ing was  held  and  the  conunittee  reported 
they  had  agreed  upon  a  building  lot  and 
drav/n  a  plan  "40  by  42  feet,  40  pews  on 
the  lower  floor,  5  feet  by  6,  and  18  above 
!  of  the  same  bigness."  The  report  was 
I  accepted.  It  was  decided  to  put  up  the 
frame  the  ensuing  fall,  but  to  be  3  years 
completing  the  house  ;  also  '•'  that  payment 
for  pews  be  made  in  three  equal  instalments, 
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payable  one-half  in  neat  cattle,  the  other 
moiety  in  grain,  the  first  payment  of  stock 
in  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  and  the  grain  part  in  one  year  from 
January  next,  and  so  annually.'"  Chose 
Col.  Caleb  Curtis,  Dea.  Joshua  Bliss,  and 
Mr.  Joel  Robinson  a  committee  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  house,  and 
**Capt.  Remember  Kent,  Capt.  Isaac  Da- 
vis and  Mr.  Joseph  Brown,  a  committee, 
to  examine  the  work  whether  it  be  well 
done.'^ 

Following  the  record  of  the  above  meet- 
ing are  the  names  of  members  of  the 
society,  as  follows :  Caleb  Curtis,  Isaac 
Davis,  Alpheus  Bliss,  Joshua  Bliss,  2d., 
Medad  Wright,  William  Dana,  Vial  Allen, 
Pliny  Curtis,  Joel  Robinson,  Jabez  IVIower, 
Linnus  Richards,  Isaac  Robinson,  William 
Robinson,  Welcome  Wheclock,  Oliver 
Sheple,  Benjamin  Page,  Gaius  Allen, 
Curtis  Mower,  Ira  Brown,  Joseph  Brown, 
Daniel  Harris,  Caleb  Bliss,  Remember 
Kent,  Shubael  Shortt,  Thomas  Hathaway, 
Ephraim  Pray,  John  Robinson,  Joshua 
Bliss,  3d.,  Jo.^hua  Bliss,  4th,  Gload  Dugar, 
Dwight  Marsh,  Charles  Clark,  Amasa  Mc- 
Knight,  Hosea  Brown,  Weston  Wheeler, 
Mason  Wheeler,  Nathan  Bancroft,  Loam 
Hathaway,  James  Morse,  Ira  Kent,  I'rad- 
ley  Webber,  Abdiel  Kent,  Ezekiel  Kent, 
Hiram  Robinson,  J.  V.  R.  Kent,  Joshua 
M.  Dana,  Abdiel  Bliss,  Kendall  T.  Davis, 
Jesse  While,  Joseph  W.  E.  Bliss,  Samuel 
O.  Robinson,  Moses  Clark. ^ 

Some  of  the  last  names  on  the  list  have 
become  owners  since  the  building  of  the 
house. 

The  frame  of  the  house  was  prepared 
and  raised  about  the  middle  of  October, 
1823,  under  the  direction  of  Lovell  Kelton, 
Esq.  As  first  framed  there  was  a  projec- 
tion in  front,  supporting  the  steeple,  but 
subsequently  the  corners  were -filled  out 
leaving  the  building  in  its  present  shape. 
During  the  two  next  summers,  1824  and  '5 
the  house  was  completed,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Griffin  of  Hardwick,  Vc.  In 
Nov.,  1825,  a  meeting  was  held  and  the 
house  accepted,  at  a  cc^t  of  $2005,  and 
the  society  was  found  to  be  indebted  to 
the  buildmg  committee  some  $460.  Prob- 


ably about  the  last  of  Nov.,  1825,  the 
house  was  dedicated,  the  dedicator}-  ser- 
mon by  Rev.  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Hartland. 
Six  religious  societies  were  represented  in 
the  ownership  of  the  house  and  its  use  was 
apportioned  among  them  according  to  the 
interest  owned  by  each.  The  first  appor- 
tionment on  record  is  that  for  1828  :  Bap- 
tists, 10  Sabbaths;  Universalists,  20; 
Congregationalists,  9  ;  Christians,  6 ;  Free 
W^ill  Baptists,  4;  Methodists  3,  and  there 
is  no  change  on  record,  of  this  division  of 
the  time,  until  1848,  when  it  was  Univer- 
salists, 32  ;  Congregationnlists,  7  ;  Meth- 
odists, 5  ;  Baptists,  4 ;  Christians,  4. 
There  is  no  further  record.  There  was  no 
stove  in  the  house  until  1831,  though  used 
almost  every  Sabbath  summer  and  winter. 

William  Dana  was  clerk  of  the  .society 
from  its  organization  until  1834.  Welcome 
Wheelock  from  1834  to  '65,  and  J.  V.  R. 
Kent  since.  The  house  has  been  little 
used  for  some  years  past,  but  the  pride  of 
the  present  generation  has  induced  them 
to  keep  in  repair  the  work  of  their  fathers, 
th.ough  their  religious  zeal  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  designed. 

THE  CHRISTJAN  DENO.M [NATION. 

BY  SIJLAS  WHEELOCK,  1870. 

The  first  Christian  church  was  organized 
in  Calais,  Dec.  2,  18 10,  by  Polder  Reuben 
Dodge  and  Benjamin  Putnam.  There  is 
but  little  account  of  the  church  on  record 
till  1824.  Elder  Dodge  and  Elder  Putnam 
supplied  them  with  preaching  part  of  the 
time. 

In  October,  1824,  Elder  Edward  B. 
Rollins  and  Elder  Seth  Allen  re-organized 
i  the  church,  and  introduced  the  Rollins' 
discipline,  (so  called). 

Ezekiel  Burnham  w^as  chosen  Ruling 
Elder  or  Bishop  of  the  church.  Edward 
I  B.  Rollins  and  Seth  Allen  w^ere  invited  to 

1  take  the  oversight  of  the  church.  Tho 

I 

I  number  of  members  at  this  time  was  about 
j  tliirt} . 

I  Previous  to  this  organization,  the  church 
had  no  written  creed  or  articles  of  faith  ; 
taking  the  Scriptures  as  their  rule  of  fiith 
and  practice.    In  1835  or  1836,  the  Ver- 
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J  - —  ----^  ■  

j    n^ont  Conference  laid  aside  the  Rollins 
i    discipline,  and  returned  to  their  former 
t     rule.    During  this  time  liie  church  was 
I    supplied  by  a  number  of  ministers,  who 
ji     occasionally  met  with  them  to  preach  the 
word.    Among  them  were  Jasper  Hazen, 
Elhanan  Winchester,  R.  Allen.  Among 
those  who  have  been  insiumiental  inbuild- 
ing  up  the  church  are  the  following,  viz.  : 
Elders  Benjamin  Page,  John  Capron,  Abra- 
ham Hartshorn,  Isaac  Petingal,  Leonard 
Wheeler,  Wm.  Sweet  and  —  Goolet,  etc. 
The  church  now  numbers  85  members. 
They  have  built  a  house  for  worship  near 
the  center  of  the  town,  and  are  supplied 
i     with  preaching  every  Sabbath. 

There  is  a  flourishing  Sabbath-school, 
and  a  good  interest  manifested  among 
both  scholars  and  people. 

This  church  is  now  associated  with  the 
Vermont  Western  Christian  Conference. 
During  the  60  years  since  its  organization, 
there  have  been  a  number  of  revivals  of 
interest,  and  quite  a  number  of  young  jiien 
'  have  been  ordained  as  ministers  of  the 
Gospel. 

Previous  to  1824,  Jera  Haskell  and  Royal 
T.  Plaskell  were  set  apart  for  the  v/ork  of 
the  ministry,  and  were  eminently  success- 
ful in  building  up  the  denomination;  also, 
Jared  L.  Green  and  Pennet  Palmer,  but 
at  exactly  what  tmie  they  were  ordained 

i     does  not  appear  to  be  known. 

]        After  a  fc  '  years  Elder  Palmer  moved 

i  to  New  Hampshire  and  spent  several  years 
and  then  returned  to  this  town,  where  he 
died  May  12,  1851. 

Elder  Green  labored  with  the  church  for 
many  years,  and  contributed  much  to  its 
prosperity ;  then  moved  to  Bradford,  where 
he  resided  several  years,  preaching  a  part 
of  the  time  in  adjoining  tov/ns,  and  then 
moved  to  New  Hampshire,  where  he  now 

i     resides,  but  still  remains  a  member  of  the 

j     Vermont  Eastern  Conference. 

1        Elders  Jera  and  Royal  Haskell  went  to 

I  Wisconsin,  where  Jera  soon  died,  and 
Royal  still  resides. 

Orrin  Davis,  son  of  Isaac  Davis,  one  of 

:  the  early  members  ot  the  church,  and  one 
^vho  did  much  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
cliurch,  was  ordained  in  1S50-    He  is  the 


HS 

present  pastor  of  the  church,  and  has  been 
since  i860, 

BY  REV.  ORRIN  DAVIS. 

The  church  in  18 10  was  organized  with 
about  50  members  ;  there  was  a  monthly 
conference  established,  which  has  been 
maintained  until  the  present  time.  The 
ordinances  have  been  observed  all,  or 
nearly  all,  of  the  time  during  the  70  years 
of  its  existence,  and  it  has  sustained  preach- 
ing the  most  of  the  time  by  the  following 
ministers,  viz. :  Elders  B.  Putnam,  R. 
Dodge,  B.  Page,  E.  B.  Rollins,  J.  Cap- 
ron, I.  Petingal,  S.  Allen,  V/illiam  Has- 
kell, J.  Haskell,  J.  L.  Green,  B.  Palmer, 
L.  Wheeler,  A.  Hartshorn,  S.  Wheelock, 
J.  D.  Bailey  and  O.  Davis.  It  has  sus- 
tained constant  preaching  the  last  20  years  ; 
the  present  membership  about  80,  accord- 
ing to  the  records,  but  there  are  only  from 
50  to  60  resident  members.  The  church 
will  seat  about  300.  The  Sabbatii-school 
has  for  some  years  past  numbered  from 
100  to  130. 

UNIVERSALIST  PARISH  IN  CALAIS. 
BY  liKV.  I.ESTKR  WAUJiEN,  ISSl. 

The  venerable  William  Farwell  nrst  pro- 
mulgated our  sentiments  in  W^ashington 
County;  Hon.  D.  P.  Thompson,  says  in 
his  History  of  Montpdicr^  Mr.  Farwell 
advocated  our  faith  in  a  debate  with  Rev. 
'  Chester  Wright, — the  grandfather  of  J. 
Edward.  This  public  discussion  was  held 
in  the  street  of  Montpelier,  under  the  first 
shade  trees  o""  the  village  ;  a  mukitudc  of 
people  were  present  in  tlie  streets  to  hear 
this  debate,  and  we  doubt  not  some  of  the 
fathers  whose  names  here  follow  listened 
with  intense  interest  to  that  discussion, 
and  returned  to  organize  a  "parish"  in 
Calais,  just  60  years  ago  ;  dated  at  Calais, 
Dec.  14,  1820,  we  have  this  document: 

We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitantf  of 
Calais  in  Washington  County,  do  hereby 
voluntarily  associate  and  agree  to  form  a 
society  by  the  name  of  The  Universalist 
Society  in  Calais  for  the  purpose  of  having 
mcetir.gs,  or  supporting  a  minister  to 
preach  with  us  according  to  the  "  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  gospels,"  passed  Oct.  26th,  A. 
D.  1798.  •  Subscribed  to  by  Gideon  W"hee- 
lock,  Sabin  Ainsworth,  Abijah  Wheelock, 
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Caleb  Curtis,  Backus  I'earce,  Levi  Wright, 
Medad  \\'riglit,  William  Robinson,  Aaron 
Lamb,  Salem  Goodenough,  and  others 
called  a  meeting,  to  meet  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Gideon  Wlieelock. 

The  record  states  this  first  meeting  was 
held  at  Gideon  Wheelock's  dwelling-house, 
in  Calais,  Feb.  21,  1821  ;  Levi  Wright, 
moderator,  ot  said  meeting-;  Gideon 
Wheelock,  clerk.  A  constitution  and  by- 
laws were  adopted  at  this  meeting  to  gov- 
ern the  society  and  the  following  officers 
chosen:  Aaron  Lamb,  Caleb  Curtis,  Levi 
Wright  and  Medad  Vs 'right,  pnidential 
com.  The  4th  article  of  this  constitution 
reads : 

That  any .  member  wishing  to  withdraw 
from  said  society,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
make  his  wishes  known  to  the  clerk,  in 
writing,  and  no  member  may  wi'thdrav,- 
witliout  he  J^ay  his  tax,  or  siibscriptioii. 

January  6,  1849,  the  new  constitution 
and  some  articles  of  religious  belief  were 
adopted,  which  were  recorded  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  "second  book  of  rec- 
ords.-' Not  all  v/ho  have  acted  with  the 
society  have  have  had  their  names  on  the 
book  of  records,  but  I  find  the  names  of  25 
members  who  have  been  moderators  at 
annual  meetings  since  tlie  organization, 
viz:  Levi  Wright,  Jedediah  Fay,  Jonas 
Hall,  Nathan  Kelton,  Abijah  Wheelock, 
Medad  Wright,  W^elcome  Wheelock,  Pliny 
Curtis,  William  Robinson,  Abdiel  Kent, 
J.  V.  R.  Kent,  John  Robinson,  Jesse 
White,  Samuel  O.  Robinson,  Richard  W. 
Toby,  Alonzo  Pearce,  Nathaniel  Eaton, 
Jacob  Eaton,  Moses  Sheldon,  Sylvester 
Eaton,  Lester  Warren,  E.  A.  Hathaway, 
Ira  S.  Dwinell,  Z.  G.  Pierce,  B.  P.  White. 

These  have  also  been  on  committees 
and  acted  as  officers  of  said  society  ;  some 
of  them  many  times.  The  clerks,  or  sec- 
retaries of  this  society  have  been  only  ten, 
serving  the  society  as  clerks  an  average  of 
6  years  each,  viz  :  Gideon  Wheelock,  Wil- 
liam Robinson,  John  Robinson,  Elon  Rob- 
inson, W.  Wheelock,  A.  Goodenough,  J. 
V.  R.  Kent,  James  K.  Toby,  Alonzo 
Pearce  and  Simeon  Webb. 

•  Welcome  Wheelock  was  society  clerk 
longer  than  any  other,  being  elected  in 


1S40,  and  serving  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1865 — 25  years. 

In  the  year  1S25,  or  when  Calais  Meet- 
ing-house was  dedicated,  the  Universalist 
families  in  this  town  were  able  to  own  and 
control  the  same  only  20  Sabbatl^s  in  tlie 
year ;  a  little  more  than  one-third ;  in 
1845,  their  share  was  32  Sabbaths.  Now, 
in  1880,  we  count  about  100  families,  but 
they  are  so  scattered  all  over  town,  it  is 
difficult  to  get  one-half  to  meet  at  any  one 
place,  and  meetings  are  held  in  different 
places.  The  past  year,  1879,  '^^^'^  the 
Universalists  of  Calais  hiave  had  meetings 
of  their  order,  one  service  each  Sabbath 
in  East  Calais,  and  each  alternate  Sabbath 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town  ;  also  evening 
service  in  S.  H.  Foster's  grove  in  North 
Calais.  To  lead  the  singing  in  their  meet- 
ings tlie'y  have  had  such  talent  as  alTorded 
by  Pliny  Curtis,  Mr.  Wheelock,  E.  W. 
Ormsby,  Ira  A.  Morse,  J.  M.  Dana,  Sam- 
uel O.  Robinson  and  wife,  Abdiel  Kent,  L 
R.  Kent,  L.  A.  Kent,  ^Murray  A.  Kent  ; 
also  in  F!ast  Calais,  Alonzo  Pearce,  A.  D. 
Pearce;  by  Amasa  Tucker  was  played  the 
bass  viol,  the  first  instrument  of  music  in 
our  meeting.  Mrs.  Dr.  Ideand  Mrs.  Bur- 
nap  have  also  been  very  elficient  leaders 
in  the  clioirs ;  Mrs.  Ide  in  the  west,  and 
Mrs.  Buruap  in  the  east  part  of  the 
town.  Those  who  have  played  the  organ, 
are  Mrs.  J.  C.  Brown,  Mrs.  I-ldwin  Burn- 
ham,  Miss  Josie  M.  Kent,  Alice  Pearce 
and  Plllen  Whitcher. 

About  5c  Universalist  ministers  have 
preached  in  Calais  occasionally.  Those 
who  have  been  employed  by  the  society 
for  any  length  of  time  are  W'illiam  Far- 
well,  Paul  Dean,  John  E.  Palmer,  Thomas 
Browning,  Mr.  Amiers,  Lemuel  PI.  Tabor, 
Lester  Warren,  Sylvester  C.  Eaton,  John 
Gregory,  George  F.  Flanders,  D.  D.,  Geo. 
Severance,  J.  H.  Little,  J.  Edward  Weight, 
E.  A.  Goodenough,  S.  C.  Hayford,  and  at 
the  present  time  George  E.  Forbes,  (one 
service  each  Sabbath  in  the  east  part  of 
♦he  town.)  I  should  not  forget  to  mention 
that  the  ladies  of  the  society  have  done 
their  part  nobly.  They  solicited  the  sub- 
scription, and  hired  S.  A.  Parker  to  preach 
a  part  of  the  time  for  one  year,  about  20 
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years  ago.  They  have  also  been  active  in 
getting  the  reading  meetings  and  Sunday 
scliool  started,  which  have  been  the  main 
cause  of  the  present  eftbrt  in  the  west  part 
of  Calais. 

Sunday  schools  which  were  first  started 
by  iVIr.  Raikes  of  England,  loo  years  ago, 
were  not  much  thought  of  here  when  Uni- 
.versalist  meetings  commenced,  but  we  had 
a  small  school  in  1S44,  mostly  Bible  class. 
In  1852,  a  school  was  commenced  with 
Sidney  H.  Foster,  superintendent,  and  N. 
A.  Chase,  librarian.  From  that  it  has 
continued,  in  the  west  part  of  the  tow-n 
until  the  present  time.  Now,  the  superin- 
tendent is  J.  K.  Toby,  with  Mrs.  Carrie 
Robinson  assistant  superintendent ;  and 
Mrs.  William  H.  Kelton  is  teacher  of  the 
juvenile  class;  and,  witli  prospects  bright 
for  future  usefulness,  the  Universafist  par- 
ish in  Calais  now  commences  to  have 
preac/\ing  sen'ice  both  in  the  west,  and 
east,  every  Sabbath  the  ensuing  year 
(1881)  I  hope. 

SOLDIERS  OF    THE  REVOLUTION 

who  afterv/ards  became  residents  of  Calais  : 
John  Beattis,  who  deserted  from  tlie  Brit- 
ish ;  Scth  Doan,  Jonas  Com  ins.  Backus 
Gary,  Ebenezer  Goodenough,  Stephen 
Hall,  Moses  Haskell,  Francis  Lebarron, 
Job  Macomber,  John  Martin,  Shubael 
Shortt,  Jesse  Slayton,  Samuel  White,  Ed- 
mund Wilis,  Duncan  Young,  deserted 
from  the  British,  David  Fuller,  Asa 
Wheelock,  Joshua  Bliss. 


SOLDIERS  IN  THE 

Ainsworth,  Geo.  W. 
Ainsworth,  Lavake 
Ainsworth,.  Marcus 

1 1 

do 

13 

Co. 
I 

H 

Enlistment. 

Dec   8  63 

"      3  63 
Aug  19  62 

Hailey,  Robert  M. 
Bai\crofi,  Horace  D. 
Barrett,  Geory;e  W. 
Batchelder,  Chas.  M. 

I  r 
S 
1 1 

do 

I 

B 
I 

Aug 
Dec 
A  ug 
Dec 

15  64 
31  61 

15  64 
5  63 

Benjamin,  Thos.  W. 
Bennett,  L.  Austin 
Blake,  Stephen  D. 

do 
do 
do 

I.^cc 
Tulv 
Dec 

3  63 
21  62 
3  63 

Bigclow,  George 

6 

B 

July 

II  63 

Bliss,  Frederick  D. 

II 

I 

J"^y 

16  62 

SOLDIERS   IN  W'AK  OF  l8l2. 

Danforth  Ainsworth,  Welcome  Ains- 
worth, Benjamin  Bancroft,  John  Goodell, 
David  Green,  Isaac  Hawkins,  Enoch  Kel- 
ton, Ansel  Lebarron,  Shubael  Lewis,  Azel 
Lyon,  Jason  Marsh,  28  months;  Perry 
Marsh,  14  months;  Dwight  Marsh,  28 
months;  John  Martin,  Jr.,  Jabez  Mower, 
Ephraim  Pray,  Isaac  Robinson,  Joe!  Tuck- 
er, Josiah  White,  Daniel  Young. 

VOLUNTEERS  TO  PLATTSBURGH  SEPT.  1814. 

\'ial  Allen,  Joshua  Bliss,  2d,  Joshua 
Bliss,  4th,  Ira  Brown,  Pliny  Curtis,  P21ias 
Drake,  Samuel  Fuller,  Simeon  Guernsey, 
Bemis  Plamilton,  Tliomas  Hathaway,  Par- 
don Janes,  Jabez  Movrer,  Noah  Pearcc, 
Joel  Robinson,  Cyrenus  Shortt,  Darius 
Slayton,  Jesse  vSlayton,  Phineas  Sla}-ton, 
Simeon  Slayton,  Edward  Tucker,  Reuben 
D.  Waters,  Hiram  Wells,  Schuyler  Wells, 
Josiah  White,  Gideon  Wheelock,  Jonathan 
Wheelock,  Levi  Wright,  r^Iedad  Wright. 

SOLDIERS  IX  MEXICAN  WAR. 

James  M.  Ainsworth,  died  at  Jalapa, 
Mexico,  Feb.  29.  1S4S.  Dexter  S.  Good- 
ell, served  in  war  of  1861-5,  died  1878. 
Arlo  Thayer. 

Amasa  Tucker,  an  old  resident  and  a 
man  of  remarkable  memory,  has  aided 
largely  in  the  preparation  of  the  foregonig 
lists  of  soldiers,  and  they  are  perhaps  as 
near  correct  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them 
at  this  time. 

CIVIL  -WAR,  1 86 1-5. 

Remarks. 

Dis.  June  16,  65. 
Deserted  July  26,  64. 

>fust.  out  July  21,  63  ;  re-enlist,  ii  Reg.  Co. 
L  Nov.  30,  63  ;  tr,  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ; 
tr,  to  Co.  D.  ;  must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Missed  in  action  Oct.  19,  64. 
Killed  at  Port  Hudsun,  June  14,  63. 
Must,  out  June  24,  65. 

Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24.  65  ;   tr.  to  Co.  Y).  ; 

must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  ;  disch.  June  13,  65. 
Died  February  19,  63. 

Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;  tr.  to  Co.  D  ;  pro. 

corp.  July  12,  65  ;  must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Drafted;   tr;  to  Co.  Co.  H.  Oct.  16,' 64  ;  tr. 
to  V.  R.  C.  Nov.  22,  64  ;   must,  out  July 
15,  65. 

Corp. ;  pro.  sergt.  Dec.  26,  63  ;  red.  Sept. 
27,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 


! 
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Names. 
Bliss,  Zen  as  H. 

Brown,  James  W. 
Bruce,  Joel 
Burke,  Walter 
Bariibam,  Melvin  V. 
Burnap,  Charles  H. 
Burnap,  Wyrnaii  K. 

Carr,  Lenuiel  B. 
Carroll,  Henry  W. 
Clark,  Aurelian  M. 

Clark,  Charles 
Claik,  Charles  !vL 
Clark,  Tames  H. 
Clifford,  Isaac 
Church,  Isaiah  B. 
Colburn,  Charles  C. 
Colburn,  Curtis  C. 
Connor,  Dorman 
Dodge,  Oramel  S. 
Dudley,  Aiidrew  J. 


P>aton,  Arthur  G. 
Eaton,  Chase  H. 
Estes,  Charles  O. 
Fair,  Simon  C. 
Fair,  Shubcl  B. 
Flynn,  John  D. 

Foster,  Edward  L. 


Foster,  Sidney  H. 


Reg. 
9 


Co.  Enlistment, 
I     June  24  62 


II  I 

4  G 

n  H 

9  I 

TI  I 

do 


1 
I 

II 


II  I 

istssF 
II  I 
13  H 


C 


do 


9  I 
2  F 
13  H 
2d  Bat 
II  I 
9  I 


July  26  62 
Sept  2  61 
Aug  19  62 
June  1 6  62 
July  17  62 
"    19  62 

Nov  30  63 
Feb  14  65 
Aug  30  G.\ 

Jan.    4  64 

Sept  II  61 
July  15  62 
Aug  19  62 
Feb  8  65 
Aug  29  62 
Aug  29  62 
Aug  19  62 
Dec  I  6 J 
July  15  62 


June  26  63 
July  II  63 
Aug  19  62 
Nov  12  61 
July  21  62 
May  30  62 


I  Aug 


I     July  22  6: 


Gardner,  Horace 

13 

H 

Sept 

22 

62 

Goodell,  Dexter  S. 

1 1 

I 

July 

21 

62 

Goodell,  Henry  M. 

do 

'5 

62 

Goodell,  John  A. 

8 

E 

Feb 

14 

<^.S 

Goodell,  LeeRoy 

1 1 

I 

Dec 

5 

63 

Goodell,  William  M. 

do 

8 

63 

Goodno,  Martin, 

II 

I 

Nov 

30 

P 

Guernsey,  Geo.  H. 

do 

Aug 

II 

62 

Guernsey,  Oscar  W. 

do 

(( 

64 

Hale,  William  H. 

7 

A 

Feb 

'1 

Hall,  Hiram  A. 

9 

I 

June 

24 

62 

Hall,  Hiram  H. 

3 

H 

June 

I 

61 

Hall,  Robert  H. 

T  A 

C 

Hammond,  John  Y.  C. 

6 

F 

July 

II 

63 

Harding,  John  W 
Hinksori,  Lyman 
Ilobart,  Henry 

Hovey,  James  O. 
Jackson,  Orra  W. 

Jackson,  Samuel 
Jennins^s,  Ira  E. 
Judd,  William 


2  D 
II  J 

II  I 

do 
2d  Bat 


Feb  9  65 
Aug  19  62 
Sept  12  62 


May 

Dec 

Dec 


7  61 
I  63 


I  63 
"    •  4  63 
Nov  12  61 


Remarks. 

Pro.  sergt, ;  disch.  for  pro.  in  colored  troops 

August  19,  64. 
Pro.  corp.  Sept.  27,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 
fCilled  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  Dec.  13,  62. 
Died  March  4,  63. 
Died  March  8,  63. 
Mustered  out  June  24,  65. 
Pro.  sergt.  Sept.  i,  64  ;   died  Sept.  21,  64,  of 

wounds  rec'd  in  action  Sept.  19,  64. 
Deserted  Nov.  2,  64. 
Died  June  19  65. 

Tr.  to  Co.  E.  Feb.  25,  65  ;  must,  out  June 

19,  1865. 
Deserted  Oct.  22,  64. 
Discharged  Jan.  10,  62. 
Mustered  out  June  24,  65. 
Wagoner  ;  must,  out  July  21,  63. 
Not  accounted  for. 
Died  Jan.  26.  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Corp.  ;  must,  out  July  21,  63. 
Discharged  June  21,  65. 

Pro.  to  sergt.  Aug.  11,  63;   pro.  2d  lieut. 

Sept.  2,  64  ;   pro.  ist  lieut,  Bee.  2,  64  ; 

must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Died  Nov,  9,  62. 

Drafted  ;  jiro.  corp.  ;  must,  out  Mzy  13,  65. 

Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 

Sergeant  ;  died  July  23,  62. 

Pro.  corp.  Dec.26,  63  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 

Pro.  corp. ;   serg.  Sept.  16,  64  ;   must,  out 

June  13,  65. 
Pro.  reg.  com.  sergt.  May  16,  63  ;   pro.  2d 

lieut.  Co.  I.  Dec.  28,  63  ;  pro.  ist  lieut. 

Sept.  2,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 
ist  se.igt ;  pro.  2d  lieut.  July  n,  63;  ist  lieut. 

Dec.  28,  63 ;    hon.  disch.  for  disability 
Nov.  22,  64. 
Sergt.  ;  pro.  ist  sergt.  June  4,  63;  must,  out 

July  21,  63. 
Trans,  to  In  v.  Corps,  Feb.  15,  64. 
Disch.  Nov.  17,  62. 
Mustered  out  May  23,  65. 
Discharged. 

Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;   tr.  to  Co.  D.  ; 

must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;  disch.  July  21,  65. 
Pro.  corp.  Dec  26,  63  ;   sergt.  Feb.  11,  65  ; 

must,  out  June  30,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  24,  61^. 

"    Feb.  8.  66. ' 
Pro.  to  corp.  Nov.  27,  64  ;   nmst.  out  June 

13,  1865. 
Discharged  Nov.  21,  62. 

Drafted ;  pro.  to  corp.  ;   tr,  to  Co.  A.  Oct. 

16,  64  ;  pro.  to  sergt  Jan,  i,  65  ;  must. 

out  June  26,  65. 
Died  March  6,  65. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Disch.  April  25,  63;   re-enlist.  11  reg.  Co.  I. 

Aug.  II,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 
Re-euHst.  Dec.  21,  63;  disch.  May  13,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;   must,  out  J 

29,  1865. 
Died  Au-ust  S,  64. 
Died  Feb.  3,  64. 

Sergt.  ;  reduced  to  ranks  ;   re-enlist.  Jan.  2, 

64  ;  pro.  corp.  Sept.  i,  64;  sergt.  May  I, 

65  ;  must,  out  July  31,  65. 
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Iiames,  Reg. 
Kelton,  Edgar  A.  13 


Uirock,  John,  6  G 

l^wson,  Tiiirnan,  11  I 

Ixonard,  Joseph  W.  do 

l.illey,  Willard,  do 

Lincohi,  Eugene,  8  K 

lJusey,  Hubbard  6  B 


Co.      Enlistment.  Eeniarkf^. 
C     Aug  29  62       Corp.  ;   pro.  scrgt.  Feb.  28,  63 ;  must,  ou 
July  21,  63. 
Feb  22  65       Mustered  out  June  26,  65. 
Dec    I  63       Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;  disch.  July  i,  65. 
Aug  13  62       1st  lieul.  ;  resigi-.ed  Nov.  25,  62. 
July  15  62       Pro.  corp.  Nov.  14,  62  ;    disch.  June  1  5,  65  ; 

wounded,  and  lost  an  arm  ;  full  pension. 
P^'eb  20  65       Mustered  out  June  28,  65. 
July  II  63       Drafted;  tr.  to  Co.  11.  Oct.  16,  64;  must, 
out  June  26,  65. 

Major,  William  13    H     Oct    3  62       Must,  out  July  21,  63. 

Marshall,  Chas,  H.       11      I     Dec    563       Must,  out  May  23,  65. 

Marsh,  Frank  E.  do        Aug  11  62       Pro,  Cor.  Feb  11,  65;  must,  out  June  24,65. 

Marsh,  Henry  O.  4     G     Sept   3  61       Died  June  6,  64,  of  wounds  rec'd  in  action^ 

Marsh,  Wra. 'H.  H.         do  do  Pro.  Cor.;  re-enlisted  Dec  15,  63  ;  died  July 

2,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Martin,  James,  9      I     June  iS  62       Pro.  Cor.  July  15,  64;  must,  out  June  13,  65. 

Martin,  John  A.  ii      I     Aug  11  62       Must,  out  June  24,  65. 

Martin,  John  \V.  do        Aug  13  62       Pro.  to  Cor.  Dec  26,  63.;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 

Martin,  Silas  K.  do        July  25  62       Must,  out  June  24,  65. 

Martin,  William  E,  do         Aug  11  62  do  do 

McEoud,  Edward  T.     11  Dec    363       Died  Jan.  13,  64. 

McLoud,  Henry  IE        4     G     Sept   4  61       Dis.  Feb.  18,63;  re-en.  ^- 

A.  2,  63;  tr.  Co.  A.  June  24,  65;  tr.  Co.  D.; 

must,  out  Aug,  25,  65. 
Re-en- Dec.  63  ;  pro.  Cor,  Oct.  5,  64  to  Sergt. 
Dec.  3,  64  ;  tr.  to  Co.  F.  Feb  25,  65  ;  must, 
out  July  1 3,  65. 
Sergt;  died  May  24,  63, 
Must,  out  June  24,  65. 
Capt.;  resigned  July  8,  63. 
Died  July  29,  63. 

Drafted  ;'  tr.  to  Co.  K.  Oct.  16,  64  ;  must. 

out  May  13,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65 ;  tr.  to  Vet.  Re.^. 

Corps,  Nov.  25,  64. 
Must,  out  July,' 2 1,  63. 

Re-en.  Dec.  '21,  63  ;  pro.  Cor.;  must,  out 

July  15,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,  65  ;  tr.  to  Co.  D.; 

must,  out  Aug,  25,  65, 
Re-en.  Dec.  15,  63  ;  must,  out  June  26,  65. 
Capt.;  resigned  Jan.  25,  63. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A  June  24,  G5 ;  tr.  to  Co.  D.;  pro. 

Cor.  June  27,  65  ;  must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
2d  Et.;  pro.  ist  Et.  Co.  A.  Sept.  22,62  ;  pro. 
Capt.  Co.  K.  May  8,  63  ;  hon.  dis.  Dec. 
14,  63,  for  disability. 
Must,  out  July  7,  65. 
Cor.  Dis.  Nov.  iS,  62. 

1st  Sergt.;  Pro.  2d  Et.  June  4,  63  ;  must,  out 

July  21,  63. 
Cor.;  died  Nov,  19,  62. 

Pro,  Sergt.;  re-en.  Dec.  31,  63  ;  dis.  May  27,  65. 
Must,  out  June  28,  65.' 
Re-en.  Jan.  5,  64  ;  dis.  Feb.  21,  65, 
Pro.  Reg.  Qr.  M.  Sergt.  Jan.  18,  62;  dis. 

Sept.  12,  64. 
Must,  out  July  21,  63;  died  July  28,  63,  of 

disease  contracted  in  army. 
Died  Jan.  14,  66. 
Dis.  June  24,  62. 

Tr.  to  Co.  B.  June  24,  65;  tr.  to  Co.  D.; 

must,  out  Aug.  25,  65. 
Tr.  to  Co.  A.  June  24,65;  tr.  to  Co,  D.; 
must,  out  Aug,  25,  65. 
Feb  14  65       Must,  out  July  13,  65. 
Aug  27  64       Died  July  3i,'65. 
Aug  19  62       Must,  out  July  21,  63. 


McEouQ,  Mori  ilia  O. 

4 

G 

do 

McKnight,  Chas.  M, 

13 

H 

Aug  19  62 

Merrill,  Isaac  A.  E, 

1 1 

I 

July  30  62 

Mower,  Albion  J. 

9 

I 

June  30  62 

Mower,  Marcus  M. 

II 

I 

July  31  62 

Nelson,  Geo.  W. 

6 

E 

July  II  63 

Newton,  Henry  H, 

II 

I 

Nov  30  63 

Isl^o  u  rsc J  C  ill  V 1  p 

(I 

A  1 1  Of  oci  (^^y 

Ormsbee,  Chas.  E, 

2 

H 

June  17  61 

Ormsbee,  DeWitt  C, 

1 1 

I 

Dec    3  63 

Ormsbee,  Geo.  W. 

6 

H 

Aug  14  61 

Peck,  William  V. 

H 

Sept  23  62 

Persons,  Joseph  Jr. 

II 

1 

Dec    5  63 

Pierce,  Alonzo  E. 

3 

K 

July  II  61 

Pierce,  Lyman  J. 

8 

E 

I'^eb  14  65 

Pierce,  Orion  A. 

3 

K 

July  10  61 

Phillips,  Walter  A. 

13 

H 

Aug  19  62 

Porter,  Freeman  J. 

9 

I 

June  4  62 

Pray,  Rufus  M. 

K 

July  23  61 

Preston,  George 

K 

Feb  II  65 

Remick,  George 

S 

A 

Sept  27  61 

Robinson,  Ed.  E. 

I.  ss 

F 

Sept  II  61 

Robinson,  Joel  E. 

13 

C 

Aug  29  62 

Robinson,  Robert  IE 

7 

A 

Feb    8  65 

Rodney,  John 

6 

F 

Sept  28  61 

Russell,  Franklin  W. 

II 

PI 

Dec    I  63 

Short,  Gilbert 

II 

I 

Dec    2  63 

Shaw,  Dexter  V, 
Slayton,  Rufus  H. 


4  H 

:d  Bat 


Slayton,  Theodore  M.   13  H 


1 

i 

ll 

1 


I 

I 


I50  • 
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Keg. 

Co. 

£nli$tin 

cnt. 

Slaytori,  Thos.  J.  2d. 

do 

do 

Smith,  Amasa  T. 

3 

K 

July  II 

61 

Smith,  Coridon  D. 

2d 

Bat 

Dec  13 

61 

Soper,  George 

2 

D 

May  7 

61 

Stockwell,  Albeit  S. 

13 

C 

Aug  29 

62 

Stone,  Judson  A. 

J3 

11 

Aug  19 

62 

Stone,  Benjaniin  H. 

4 

G 

Aug  26 

61 

Sto\\e,  Lewis  A. 

2 

K 

Feb  20 

62 

Stowe,  William, 

2 

F 

Mav  7 

61 

Sumner,  Alonzo  L. 

7 

II 

Feb    8  62 

Tewksbury,  Chas.  C. 

I  ss 

F 

Sept  1 1 

61 

Tice,  Fletcher  F. 
Tichout,  Alva  M. 
Walling,  Ransom 

Webber,  Silas 

Webber,  Tim(.)thy  C. 
Wells,  \Villiam  R. 

W^heeler,  Martin  E. 
W' heeler,  Zimri  B. 

Wheeloclc,  Jacob  E. 
Wheelock,  Russell 
White,  Chas.  K. 
White,  W^iiliam  O. 

Whiting,  Amos  A. 

Whitten,  Curtis  B. 
Witham,  Aaron 


II  I 

do 
6  B 


do 
do 


July  15  62 
Aug  ID  64 
July  1 1  63 

Aug  29  61 

Sept  17  62 
Aug    I  62 

July  24  62 
do 


1st  Cav  C  Sept  10  61 

13     H  Aug  19  62 

do  do 

13    H  do 

13    C  Aug  29  62 

II      I  Aug  30  64 

9     I  May  28  63 


There  were  1 5  re-enlistments  credited  to 
the  town,  as  follows  :  Marcus  Ains\s'orth, 
Henry  Hobart,  William  Judd,  William  H. 
H.  Marsh,  H.  H.  McLoud,  Alonzo  L. 
Sumner,  C.  C.  Tewksbury,  twice,  Silas 
Webber,  Amos  Whiting,  Wm.  O.  W^hite, 
not  credited  by  name,  4. 

Thirty  men  were  drafted  July  11,  1863; 
Of  these  6  entered  the  service,  and  their 
names  appear  in  the  above  record,  and  are 
as  follows:  Geo.  Bigelow,  Chase  H. 
Eaton,  John  Y.  C.  Hammond,  Hubbard 
Linsey,  Geo.  W\  Nelson  and  Ransom 
W^alling. 

Twenty-four  paid  commutation,  as  fol- 
lows :  Eri  Batchelder,  Ira  D.  Cochran, 
Chandler  Coller,  Lemuel  P.  Goodell,  Clark 
M.  Gray,  Geo.  H.  Gray,  Geo.  E.  Hall, 
Edwin  D.  Haskell,  John  O.  Haskell,  W' . 
V.  Hevrick,  James  AL  Jacobs,  Ira  Jen- 
nings, Marcus  C.  Kenneston,  Allen  Morse, 
Azro  Nelson,  Geo.  S.  Newton,  W'illiam 
V.  Fcck,  Orion  Pierce,  William  C.  Robin- 


Remarks. 
Sergt.;  died  Apr.  7,  63. 

1st  Lt.;  pro.  to  Capt.  Jan.  15,63;  resigned 

Feb.  13,  63. 
ist  Lt.;  dism.  July  30,  62. 
Died  Dec.  7,  61. 

Must,  out  July  21,  63.  f 

do  do 
Died  Feb,  5,  62. 
Dis.  Oct.  2,  62. 

Pro.  to  Cor.;  killed  at  Wilderness,  May  5,  64. 
Re-en.  Feb,  20,  64  ;  pro.  to  Cor.  Oct.  i,  64  ; 

must,  out  Mar.  14,  66. 
Dis.  Oct.  4,  61  ;  re-en.  13  Reg.  Co.  C.  Aug. 

29,62;  pro.  to  Cor,  Jan.  12,63;  ""i"st. 

out  July  21,  63  ;  re-cii.  11  E.eg,  Co.  I,  Aug. 

30,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 
Must,  out  June  24,  65. 

do  do 
Dratted;  tr.  to  H.  Oct,  16,  64;  must,  out 

June  26,  65. 
Re-en.  Dec.  15,  63;  killed  at  bat.  Wilderness 

May  5,  64. 
Must,  out  July  21,  63. 

Pro.  to  Artihcer  Dec.  26,  63  ;  musj*  out  June 

24,  65. 
Must,  out  May  13,  65. 

Cor.  Pro.- Sergt.  Mar,  4,  64;  mu^it.  out  June 

24,  65. 
Dis.  Oct.  29,  62. 
Dis.  Apr.  18,  63. 
Sergt.;  dis.  Feb.  3,  63. 

Cor.;  dis.  July  21,  63;  re-en.  8  Reg.  Co.  E. 

Feb,  14,  65 ;  must,  out  June  28,  65. 
Dis.  July  21,  "63;  re-en.  11  Reg.  Co.  I.  Aug. 

15,  64  ;  must,  out  June  24,  65. 
Must,  out  June  24,  65, 
Must,  out  June  13,  65. 

son,  Lewis  W.  Voodrey,  Henry  P.  Whee- 
lock, Jacob  E.  Wheelock,  Benjamin  V. 
W'hife  and  Lewis  L.  W^ood. 

SUMMARY. 

Enlisted  for  three  years,  96 ;  enlisted  for 
one  year,  23  ;  enlisted  for  nine  months,  27  ; 
drafted  and  entered  service,  6;  drafted  and 
paid  commutation,  24;  total,  176.  Entire 
quota  of  the  town,  173;  furnished  in  ex- 
cess of  quota,  3. 

Partial  list  of  natives  of  Calais  who  en- 
listed elsewhere  :  Horace  Bancroft,  Calvin 
Bliss,  Solomon  Dodge,  Gardner  Fay,  W^il- 
lard  Fay,  Geo.  W.  Foster,  Jr.,  James 
Hargin,  Charles  C,  McKnight,  Lorenzo 
Stowe,  Marcus  F,  Tucker,  Wm.  Arlo 
Tucker,  Calvin  W^hite ;  in  Confederate 
service,  Jas.  M.  Bliss,  Melvin  Dwiiiell. 

SOLDIERS  WHO  DIED  IX  THE  WAR. 

Freeman  Porter,  Amasa  Smith,  George 
Lowell,  Charles  Fisher,  A.  G.  Eaton, 
Lyman  Pierce,    Lester   Clifford,  Austin 
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]k-nnfU,  arc  buried  in  East  Calais  cem- 
etery ;  T.  J.  Slaytqn,  in  Short  cemetery; 
Riifus  Slayton  in  South  cemetery;  Lorenzo 
Stowe,  Lewis  Stowe,  in  Center  cemetery; 
Jot-l  Robinson,  Marcus  M.  Mower,  Ira  Jen- 
nings, Clark  C.  Colburn,  in  Robinson 
cemetery. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  PAPERS.  ^ 

ri:<)M  MARCUS  D.  C.ILMA.V,  LRUtAIUAN  OF  VT. 
HISTOUICAL  SUCI  K TY. 

John  Mclvin  Gilman,  son  of  Dr.  John 
Oilman,  and  only  brother  of  Marcus  D. 
Gilman,  was  born  at  Calais,  Sept.  7,  1824. 
He  resided  on  the  farm  of  his  step-father, 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Eaton,  in  Calais,  until 
about  17  years  of  age.  He  was  educated 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and  at 
the  Vv^ashiiii^ton  County  Grammar  School 
at  Montpelier.  He  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Healon  &  Reed,  at  Montpelier,  and 
com.menced  practice  at  New  Lisbon,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  1857,  when  he 
niovcd  to  St.  Paul,  Tvlinn.,  where  he  has 
become  one  of  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  legal  profession  in  the  state. 

While  residing  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Gilman  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  Colum- 
biana County  in  1S49-50.  He  has  been 
four  times  elected  to  the  Legislature  of 
.Minnesota  from  St.  Paul,  "and  has  ren- 
dered the  state  valuable  service  in  that  ca- 
pacity.'' Pie  has  also  been  the  democratic 
candidate  for  Congress  and  other  ofiicesin 
St.  Paul ;  but  his  party  being  in  the  minor- 
ity, he  was  not  elected.  Mr.  Gilman  be- 
ing a  good  speaker,  his  services  are  always 
iri  demand  as  a  campaign  orator,  and  he 
generously  devotes  much  time  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  democratic  party. 

Mr.  Gilman  married  Anna  G.  Cornwell, 
at  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  June  25,  1857;  they 
have  had  children  :  John  Cornwell,  born 
Jan.  23,  1859;  '^^a-rcus  Cornwell,  born  Oct. 
iS,  i860;  Hays  Cornwell,  born  July  29, 
1862;  died  Aug.  12,  1863;  Jessie  Corn- 
well,  born  Nov.  14,  1864;  Kittie  Cornwell, 
born  Jan.  7,  1868  ;  all  born  at  St.  Paul. 
The  two  last-named  only  arc  now  living. 
1  he  two  boys,  John  C.  and  Marcus  C, 
Vi'ere  accidentally  drowned  by  the  upsetting 
of  their  boat  in  a  storm,  on  a  bayo  of  the 


Mississippi  river  near  St.  Paul,  while  out 
duck-shooting,  Apr.  28,  1877. 

ISRAEL  EDSON  DWINELL, 

of  East  Calais,  [See  Dwinell  family  in  East 
Calais  papers],  in  bo}hood  was  the  school- 
mate and  most  intimate  friend  of  the 
writer.  He  resided  on  his  lather's  farm 
until  about  18  years  of  age  and  was  ed- 
ucated at  the  common  schools  and  at  the 
University  of  Vermont,  where  he  v.  as  grad- 
uated in  1843 ;  read  theology,  and  was 
graduated  at  the  Union  Theological  Sem- 
inary, New  York  City,  in  1848;  ordaijied 
colieagi-ie  pastor  with  Rev.  Brown  Em- 
erson, L).  D.,  over  the  Third  Congrega- 
tional church,  Salem,  Mass.,  Nov.  22, 
18.19;  lemained  until  his  removal  to  Sac- 
ramento, California,  in  July,  1863,  where 
he  became  pastor  of  the  First  (Congrega- 
tional) Church  of  Christ,  and  vvliere  he 
still  remains,  (January,  188 1.) 

Many  sermons  and  articles  by  Dr.  Dwin- 
ell have  been  published,  mostly  upon  the- 
ological matters.  We  give  a  list  of  his 
principal  published  v/riiings  :  "  Claims  of 
Religion  on  the  Si?,tn,''  in  A^ezu  E^/g/a;idt^r, 
Nov.  1854;  "  Self-Development,  not  Ag- 
gression, the  true  Policy  of  our  Nation,'' 
jVrrn'  Engla>idcr,  Nov.  1855  ;  "  Advance  in 
the  Type  of  Revealed  Religion, ''  Bibliothcca 
Sacra,  h'^dX,  1857;  "  Spiritualism  tested  by 
Christianity,"  A% 7  A;/;^-//?;//^^,  Nov.  1857; 
"  Baptism  a  Co.jsecrating  Rite,"  Biblio- 
ihcca  Sacra,  January,  1858;  "Union  of 
the  Divine  and  the  Pluman  in  the  Exter- 
nals of  Christianity,"  BibliotJuxa  Sacra, 
July,  1S59;  "Adaptation  of  Christianity 
to  Home  Missions,''  Congregational  Qua?-- 
terly,  October,  1859;  "Hope  for  our 
Country,"  a  sermon  at  Salem,  Oct.  19, 
1862,  pp.  19;  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Pacific  Theological  Association,"  1S67,  pp. 
28  ;  "Relation  of  the  Acceptance  of  Super- 
natural Ideas  to  Institutions  of  Learning-," 
being  an  oration  before  the  Associate 
Alumni  of  Cahtornia,  Oakland,  i8v68,  pub- 
lished in  the  niinutes ;  "The  Higher 
Reaches  of  the  Great  Continental  Railway  : 
A  Plighway  for  our  God,"  a  sermon  at  Sac- 
ramento, May  9,  1869,  PP-  ^3  ?  "New  Era 
of   the   Spirit,"  Congregatiuiial  Revieiv, 
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March,  1870;  "Service  of  the  Suffering," 
a  sermon  at  Sacramento,  April  23,  187 1, 
pp.  13;  *' Religion  According  to  Carlyle," 
Cotigregaiioiial Rcvieii\  Sept.  1S71  ;  "Prot- 
estantism— Is  it  a  Failure,'^  Christian 
li  'oriii,  ]d.uu-[iYy,  1869;  "  r^Iemorial  Ser- 
mon "  at  Sacramento,  June  29,  1873  ;  "  Fel- 
lowship of  the  Churches,"  a  sermon  at 
the  National  Council  of  Congregational 
Churches  at  New  Haven,  in  October,  1874, 
published  in  the  Minutes. 

Besides  the  above,  many  sermons  and 
addresses  published  in  the  newspapers ; 
the  popular  v.ay  of  publishing  discourses 
of  late.  Dr.  Dwinell  received  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
the  Uni\  ersity  of  Vermont  in  1S64. 

REV.  C.  L.  GOODEI-L 

was  born  in  Calais,  Mar.  16,  1830.  He 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  fitted  for  college  at 
Morrisvilie  and  Bakersfield  academies ; 
graduated  at  the  University  of  \'ermont  in 
1855  ;  at  Andover  Theo.  Sem.  1858  ;'was 
also  a  short  time  at  Union  Theo.  Sem. 
New  York  City  ;  was  settled  as  pastor  over 
the  Congregational  church  at  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  14  years  ;  then  moved  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  where  he  still  remains  as  pastor  of  a 
church.  He  married  Emily  Fairbanks, 
daughter  of  ex-Governor  Erastus  Fair- 
banks, of  St.  Johnsbury,  in  1859  ?  ^^-^y  ^^^"^'^ 
t^vo  children, 

Mr.  Goodell  has  been  abroad  three 
times,  visiting  Egypt,  Palestine  and  the 
East,  in  1867.  His  publications  are  :  "  An 
Oration  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  1849,  at 
Calais,  pubUshed  by  request  of  the  cit- 
izens "  ;  "A  Thanksgiving  Sermon  on  our 
National  Affairs,'"  1863,  which  was  widely 
circulated;  "  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Gov. 
Erastus  P'airbanks,"  in  the  Congregaiioial 
Quarterly,  January,  1S65  ;  "  Life  of  Rev. 
John  Smalley,  D.  D.,  of  Connecticut," 
1873;  "Life  of  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Stephens, 
of  New  York  City,"  published  in  a  vol- 
ume in  1S69;  in  addition,  Mr.  Goodell 
writes  us,  he  has  had  of  late  \ears  some 
200  sermons  and  public  addresses  pub- 
lished in  tlie  daily  press  and  in  pamphlet 
fomi. 


COL.  CALEB  CURTIS, 

one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Calais,  was  a 
son  of  the  first  minister  of  Charlton,  Mass., 
Rev.  Caleb  Curtis,  and  his  wife.  Charity 
(Combs)  Curtis ;  Col.  Curtis  w^as  born  in 
Charlton,  Mar.  12,  1770;  he  married  first, 
Poll}-,  daughter  of  Levi  Davis,  of  Charlton, 
who  uas  a  brother  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis, 
one  of  the  principal  proprietors  of  the  town- 
ships of  Calais  and  Montpelier,  and  the 
first  settler  of  the  latter  town. 

Col.  Curtis  and  wife  moved  to  Calais 
before  1795,  and  settled  at  the  head  of 
Curtis  pond,  so  named  for  him,  where  he 
conlinued  to  reside  until  his  death,  Jan.  4, 
1836. 

He  opened  an  excellent  farm,  which  he 
industriously  cultivated,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens,  having  been 
chosen  to  most  of  the  civil  and  military 
offices  of  the  town  and  vicinity.  He  was 
tluice  married,  and  brought  up  and  ed- 
ucated a  large  and  fine  family.  By  his 
first  v.'ife,  who  died  Jan.  4,  1801,  aged  25 
years,  he  had ; 

1st,  Pliny,  born  in  Calais,  Nov.  14,  1793, 
wlio  became  a  prominent  citizen  in  town, 
and  subsequently  moved  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  Feb.  1853. 

2d,  Ruth,  born  in  Calais,  Jan.  11,  1799, 
and  died  in  Middlesex,  Vt.,  July  30,  1865  ; 
she  married  first,  John  Gilman,  M.  D., 
May  20,  1819,  and  they  had  two  sons, 
M;\rcus  Davis,  the  v.  riter  of  this,  and  John 
Melvin.  Dr.  Gilman  died  at  Calais,  Feb. 
10,  1825,  and  his  widow  married  Nathaniel 
Eaton,  of  Calais,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Caleb  Curtis,  born  at  Calais,  May  6,  1830  ; 
[For  whom  see  Eaton  Family  paper.] 

Col.  Curtis  married;  2d,  Miss  Anna, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Robinson,  who  settled 
in  Calais  from  Charlton  ;  she  died  April 
27,  1814,  aged  37;  from  this  marriage 
there  was,  ist,  Polly,  born  July  6,  1804; 
she  married  Ira  Kent,  of  Kent's  Corner, 
Calais,  where  she  resided  until  her  death, 
Jan.  24,  1881  ;  2d,  Stillman  H.,  born  Dec. 
20,  1808,  read  law,  and  settled  at  Plaiofield, 
and  died  unmarried,  at  Calais,  in  March, 
1844;  3tU  Amanda  M.,  born  July  9,  i8ro, 
married  Lebeus  H.  Chase,  a  merchant  of 
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i'lainfield,  where  she  died  March  23,  18^7, 
no  children;  4th,  Minerva,  born  April  18, 
1813,  married  Ezekiel  Kent,  brother  of 
Ira;  she  died  in  1S71,  leaving  a  daughter 
Alice,  who  married  Co!.  J.  O.  Livingston, 
a  livv-yer  of  Montpclier,  v.here  the)"  now 
reside. 

Col.  Curtis  niarried  for  his  third  wife,  a 
widow  Daggett,  by  v.-hom  he  had,  ist, 
Dauphna,  born  Aug.  13,  1816,  who  mar- 
ried Rev.  L.  H.  Tabor,  a  Universalist 
minister;  she  died  at  East  Burke,  Vt., 
Jan.  II,  1S80;  they  had  three  children. 

2d,  Laura  A.,  born  Aug.  28,  1819,  mar- 
ried J.  V.  R.  Kent,  brother  to  Ira;  she 
died  at  Calais,  Aug.  31,  185 1  ;  3d,  Fanny 
H.,  born  July  24,  1822,  and  married  Abdiei 
Kent,  another  brother  of  Ira;  she  died 
Dec.  24,  1854,  leaving  two  sous  and  two 
daughters,  the  eldest  daughter,  Ella  F., 
nianied  Arthur  B.  Bacon,  and  they  reside 
in  Spencer,  Mass.,  and  have  two  children, 
Frederick  and  Laura. 

Murray  A.,  married  Ruth,  daughter  of 
Sidney  Bennett  and  wife,  Rutli  (Eaton)  ; 
they  have  a  son,  Dorman,  and  reside  at 
Kent's  Corner.  Van  R.,  manied  Le- 
lia,  daughter  of  Capt.  Foster  of  Calais, 
and.reside  in  Spencer,  Mass.  Laura  Ann, 
a  young  lady,  finely  educated,  is  precep- 
tress of  the  High  and  Graded  School  in 
Spencer,  Mass. 

The  children  of  Col.  Caleb  Curtis  were 
nine,  two  sons  and  seven  daughters  ;  au-d 
his  third  wife,  widow  Daggett,  added  to 
the  family  three  daughters  Lucy,  Catharine 
and  Mary,  by  her  first  husband,  and  the 
tv.-elve  lived  together  in  aljection,  love  and 
harmony. 

Plinv,  eldest  son  of  Col.  Curtis,  mar- 
ried Relief,  daughter  of  Darius  Boyden, 
one  of  the  early  setders  of  East  Montpel- 
ier,  (who  also  came  fronr  Charlton)  ;  they 
were  married  at  East  ?vIontpelier,  Dec.  17, 


1st,  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  born  Sept.  u, 
18 19;  married  Jane  Warren,  of  Warren- 
ville,  Dupage  County,  111.,  in  1S53,  and 
they  have  two  daughters.  Nathaniel  went 
to  Columbus,  Ohio,  early  in  life,  and  was 
very  prosperous  in  mercantile  and  banking 
business  there  and  at  Peoria,  III.,  whither 
he  removed  in  185 1  ;  and  it  should  be  re- 
corded that  from  1840  until  his  death  in 
1872,  he  contributed  largely  to  the  support 
of  his  fathers  f^imily,  and  especially  to  the 
thorough  education  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers. From  an  obituary  notice  of  Mr. 
Nathaniel  B.  Curtis,  from  a  Peoria  paper  : 

Mr.  Curtis  came  to  I^eoriain  1851  or  '52, 
from  Ohio,  and  established  here  the  lirst 
banking  house  in  the  city.  The  firm  v/as 
known  as  N.  B.  Curtis  &  Co.  ;  the  bank 
prospered  under  Mr.  Curtis's  able  manage- 
ment, and  upon  the  opening  of  the  First 
National  bank  l;e  was  made  cashier,  and 
was  a  director  up  to  within  about  10  months 
of  his  death,  when  his  brain  became  im- 
paired from  the  constant  strain  upon  it  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  send  him  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  died.  Mr. 
Curtis,  both  as  a  business  man  and  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,  v/as  much  loved  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

His  widow  died  at  Warrenville,  Aug.  26, 
1879;  one  of  tlie  daughters  is  married, 
and  the  other  resides  with  her  mother. 

2d,  Darius  Boyden,  born  Sept.  17,  1821  ; 
died  at  Calais,  November  7,  1S44  ;  never 
married. 

3d,  Caroline  Amanda,  born  Sept.  23, 
1823;  married  Jonas  K.  Hall,  of  Calais,  in 
1S46,  and  died  May  12,  1848  ;  no  children. 

4th,  Pliny,  Jr.,  born  .March  29,  1826; 
was  in  business  with  his  brother  Nathaniel 
at  Peoria,  and  married  Miss  Cornelia  Bald- 
win of  that  place  ;  she  died  about  1873 
■74,  leaving  four  children;  Mr.  Curtis 
died  at  St.  Louis,  in  18S0. 

5th,  Maria,  married  Dr.  E.  S.  Deming 
of  Calais,  in  1846;  he  died  leaving  2  sons, 


^8iS,  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  Sidney  Sumner,  and  Henry  Halford,  grown  up  to 
Pjennett  now  lives,  about  a  mile  south  of  |  manhood  ;  residing  with  their  mother  in 
the  Curds  homestead.      They  raised  a  j  Kansas. 

beautiful  family  of  eight  children,  all  born  i  6th,  Luciiida,  married  Mr.  Sanger,  a 
m  Calais ;   about  1S40,  the  family  moved  |  prominent  lawyer  of  Peoria;    died  very 


Ohio  ;  his  wife  I  soon  without  children. 


to  a  tanu  near  Columbus 

Relief  died  at  Peoria,  III.,  Aug.  13,  1862,  i  ried  her  sister,  (7th)  Marv 
aged  65.    Their  children  v;ere  :  [  after,  leaving  a  handsome  estate,  and  Mary 


Mr.  Sanger  rnar- 
he  died  soon 
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married,  2d,  a  Mr.  Brayton,  of  I'eoria,  and 
3d,  a  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  same  place  ;  slie 
died  in  1876,  leavinc;  iwo  sons,  Ezra  San- 
ger, by  her  first  husband,  and  Curtis  Bray- 
ton  by  her  second ;  the  sons  reside  in 
Peoria. 

8th,  Levon,  died  at  17. 

Polly  Curtis,  b.  1S04,  md.  Ira  Kent. 
(Sec  Kent  family  paper.) 

Colonel  Curtis  was  one  of  the  most 
active  and  influential  men  of  his  time  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town  ;  educational  fa- 
cilities were  early  and  liberally  provided, 
and  largely  through  his  influence  a  spa- 
cious and  handsome  church  edifice  was 
erected  south  of  Kent's  Corner,  which  is 
an  ornament  to  the  town  at  this  day ;  this 
was  erected  as  a  Union  meeting-house, 
but  the  Universalist  clement  largely  pre- 
dominated in  that  part  of  the  town  at  the 
time  of  its  erection,  and  it  is  now  entirely 
owned  and  controlled  by  this  denomina- 
tion. The  descendants  of  Col.  Curtis, 
through  the  most  remote  branches,  are  of 
this  faith,  and  so  indeed  are  tlie  descend- 
ants of  the  principal  early  settlers  of  that 
part  of  the  town ;  and  110  town  ever  did  or 
does  contain  a  more  intelligent,  moral,  in- 
dependent, liberal  community  than  is  pre- 
sented in  the  inhabitants  of  West  Calais, 
from  the  first  settlement  to  the  present 
time. 

CH  UiLKS  CLARK,  M.  D., 

was  born  in  Montpelier,  Jan.  31,  iSoo; 
son  of  Nathaniel  and  Lucy  Perry  Clark  ;  his 
father,  Nathaniel  Clark,  died  in  iSio. 
When  Charles  was  7  years  old,  his  left  leg 
was  amputated  by  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  of 
Hanover,  N.  H.  When  21  years  of  age, 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  N.  C.  King,  in  North  Mont- 
pelier. In  1823,  he  moved  to  Calais,-  and. 
was  tlie  same  year  married  to  Clarissa 
Boyden,  daughter  of  Darius  Boyden,  of 
Montpelier.  He  remained  in  Calais  14 
years,  and  four  of  his  children  were  born 
here.  In  1837,  he  removed  to  Montpelier, 
purchasing  the  Boyden  homestead  of  his 
wife's  father,  where  he  remained  12  years, 
and  in  1849,  removed  to  Montpelier  vil- 
lage, for  the  better  education  of  his  chil- 


dren, 6  in  all ;  2  born  in  Montpelier.  He 
died  June  21,  1874,  aged  74  years. 

FACK  OF  TOW'NSHIP;  NAME. 

This  town  is  peculiarly  situated  in  some 
respects,  it  being  naturally  divided  by  two 
valleys,  with  high  lulls  at  their  sides,  ex- 
tending northerly  and  southerly  ;  in  these' 
valleys  are  the  two  principal  streams  of 
the  town,  and  they  join  in  the  south-easterly 
part  of  the  same,  forming  a  principal 
branch  of  Winooski  river.  The  east  and 
west  parts  of  the  town  are  thus  isolated  and 
independent  in  a  measure  of  each  other. 
Notwithstanding  the  hilly  and  uneven  char- 
acter of  the  town,  there  is  less  of  what  is 
denominated  waste  land,  tlian  in  any  town- 
ship within  our  knowledge. 

WHEN'CE  THE  NAME. 

Col.  Jacob  Davis,  a  proprietor  in  the 
grants  of  Montpelier  and  Calais,  selected 
the  name  of  Montpelier  for  that  township, 
as  uncommon  and  not  likely  to  be  dupli- 
cated ;  and  what  more  probable  than,  hav- 
ing selected  a  name  from  tl:!e  south  of 
France  for  the  more  soutlierly  township  in 
which  he  was  interested,  than  that  he 
should  have  selected  a  name  from  the 
north  of  France,  Calais,  for  the  northerly 
township.  This  we  think  is  a  solution  of 
the  question,  how  did  Calais  get  its  name.'* 
[See  remarks  of  Mr.  Tobey  to  same  effect. 
—Ed.] 

•  The  early  settlers  of  Calais,  as  well  as  of 
Vermont  generally,  had  in  view  among 
other  objects  a  more  perfect  liberty,  free- 
dom and  independence,  and  to  escape  from 
the  injustice  of  a  taxation  for  the  support 
of  religions  in  which  they  did  not  believe, 
and  other  Puritan  oppressions  that  pre- 
vailed in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
from  whence  Vermont  was  mainly  settled. 

CALAIS  ITEMS. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  In-coneiC^: 
Press,  the  first  democratic  newspaper  es- 
tablished in  Montpelier: 

Notice  Is  hereby  given  that  a  petition 
^  will  be  preferred  to  the  next  legislature  of 
!  Vermont  at  their  next  session  in  Mont- 
pelier, for  a  grant  for  a  turnpike  from  the 
river  LaMoile,  in  Hardwick,  to  Montpelier 
Village,  through  Woodbury,  Calais  and 
Montpelier.  Caleb  Curtis. 

Calais,  Aug.  15,  18 10. 
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A  singular  explosion  occunt'd  in  the 
northerly  part  of  Calais  in  the  sprinjj;  of 
1826;  near  the  base  of  a  side  hill,  a  large 
quantity  of  earth  and  rock  was  thrown  out, 
leaving  a  cavity  12  feet  in  depth,  6  rods  in 
length  and  40  feet  wide.  Large  trees  were 
growing  on  the  spot,  which  were  removed 
with  such  force  as  to  cause  them  to  fall 
with  their  tops  up  the  hill,  although  while 
standing,  they  leaned  down  the  hill  nearly 
30  degrees  from  a  perpendicular. 

The  ground  was  frozen  to  the  depth  of 
nearly  2  feet;  large  stones,  weighing  from 
300  to  400  pounds,  were  thrown  30  rods, 
and  one,  weighing  nearly  half  a  ton,  as 
judged,  was  throNxn  8  rods;  the  noise  of 
the  explosion  was  heard  at  a  considerable 
distance.  No  cause  was  ever  assigned, 
except  that  of  the  accumulation  of  water  in 
the  lissures  of  the  rocks  under  the  frozen 
surface  ;  but  this  seems  hardly  probable. 

THE  OILMAN  FAMILY  OF  CALAIS. 

FKOM  THK  MP^MOKAXUUM  OF  MAItCUS  D.  Cir.>rAN, 
OF  MONTrKI.IKU. 

Jonathan  Oilman  was  born  at  Crilman- 
ton,  May  31,  1763;  lived  at  Gilmantyn, 
N.  H.,  until  about  1794-5  ;  in  1796,  lived  j 
at  \'ershire,  \'t.,  where  he  continued  until 
about  181 7,  when  he  went  to  live  with  his 
son,  John,  at  East  Calais,  which  was  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  Dec.  5,  1S24,  while 
he  v\-as  on  a  visit  to  his  sons,  Daniel  and 
Jonathan,  at  that  place,  and  he  was  buried 
there.  He  married  Susannah  Dudley, 
(probably  at  Gilmanton)  Nov.  9,  17S3. 
She  was  born  at  Exeter,  N.  H.,  1762,  and 
died  at  East  Calais,  Dec.  20,  1S17;  and 
was  buried  on  die  East  Hill  in  Calais,  near 
the  Aaron  Liliey  place. 

Bkothehs  and  Sistp:ks  of  Jonathan 
GiLMAN  :— Phineas  lived  in  N.  H. ;  Zeb- 
ul-m  in  Chelsea,  Vt.  ;  Joseph  lived  and 
died  in  Calais — his  son,  Lewi^,  settled  in 
Hardwick;  Edward,  John  and  Nicholas 
lived  in  Strafford  ;  Levi  and  Abigail,  sister, 
lived  in  N.  H. 

The  fatlier  of  the  above  is  said  to  have 
kept  tavern  a  long  while  in  Gilmanton. 

Children  of  Jonathan  Gilman  and  wife, 
Susanna   Dudley:     Jacob,  b.  Feb.  24,  | 


17S5,  and  had  children,  9  girls,  2  boys, 
settled  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Thomas,  b.  Aug.  19,  1786,  m.  and  had 
3  daughters  and  one  son,  Leonard,  a  den- 
tist at  St.  Albans  ;  one  dau.  md.  and  died 
in  Underbill. 

Daniel,  b.  Oct.  13,  17S7,  d.  in  Ohio ; 
had  sons  and  daughters. 

John  Taylor,  father  of  Marcus  D.,  b.  at 
Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  July  24,  1791. 

Susan,  b.  June  25,  1792,  m.  Dr.  Spear, 
of  Vershire  ;  both  died  ther(; ;  had  one  dau., 
also  deceased. 

Betsy,  b.  Mar.  6,  1794,  m.  Shadrach 
Weym.outh,  of  X'ersliire,  and  died  there 
before  1S20;  left  one  dau.  aud  one  son; 
the  dau.  Roxy  Ann,  m.  Lyman  Cole,  an 
artist,  and  settled  in  Newburyport,  i\Iass. 
The  son.  Warren,  became  a  Methodist 
minister,  and  settled  at  West  Amesbury, 
Mass. 

Sarah,  b.  at  Vershire,  Jan.  1776,  m. 
Jedediah  Hyde  in  181 2,  and  settled  on 
Crrand  Isle  ;  hnd  7  sons  and  4  daughters, 
who  mostly  settled  on  Grand  Isle  and  Isle 
LaMotte.  She  died  at  G.  I.,  Feb.  4,  1063. 

Roxy  Ann,  b.  at  Vershire,  Oct.  16,  1798, 
m.  Nathan  Licknell,  Oct.  1825,  and  re- 
sides at  L'nderhill,  Vt.  ;  had  children : 
Anne  E.liza,  m.  to  Lucius  Mead,  lives  in 
Essex,  Vt.  ;  Edna  and  Sidney,  twins; 
Edna  not  m.  ;  Sidney,  m.,  clerk  in  a 
clothing  store  at  Chicago ;  Roxy  Anne 
died  at  Burliigton,  Aug.  29,  1S77,  at  the 
residence  of  her  dau.  A.  E.  Mead. 

Abigail,  b.  at  Vershire,  Nov.  22,  iSoo, 
m.  1st,  Sewell  Spaulding,  and  settled  in 
Jericho;  2d,  M.  Woodworth,  and  is  still 
living  in  Untlerhill;  no  cluldren. 

Dudley,  b.  at  Vershire,  1802,  went  to 
sea;  died  early  in  Cuba,  W.  I.  ;  not  mar- 
ried. 

Jonathan,  b.  at  Vershire,  1S06;  learned 
the  printer's  trade  at  Montpelier;  m.  and 
settled  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  died  there  or 
at  Newburyport ;  3  children. 

JOHN  TAYLOR  GILMAN, 
l.)arn  at  Gilmanton,  N.  IL,  July  24,  [791, 
j  studied  medicine  at  Dcirtmouih  I\Iedical 
j  College  in  18 14,  and  commenced  practice 
in  1815  at  East  Calais.    lie  married  Ruth, 
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daughter  of  Col.  Caleb  Curtis,  May,  1819; 
children:  Marcus  Davis,  John  Melvin, 
[See  Col.  Curtis'  paper,  by  Mr.  Gilman, 
before  these  papers.]  Dr.  Oilman  died 
at  East  Calais,  Feb.  10,  1825.  His  widow 
married  Nath.  Eaton,  and  died  at  Middle- 
sex, 1865,  and  ^Yas  buried  in  M'ontpelier 
cemetery.  L^r.  John  Oilman  was  the  pi- 
oneer physician  of  East  Calais,  and  had  a 
large  field  of  practice  quite  to  himself  until 
Dr.  Chas.  Clark,  father  to  the  ex-Prof.  N. 
G.  Clark,  of  the  Vermont  University, 
moved  into  to""An,  who,  in  order  to  secure 
his  share  of  practice,  "reduced  fare,'^  or 
put  down  the  price  for  his  professional  calls 
to  25  cents  a  visit.  Dr.  G.,  the  estab- 
lished physician,  growled  a  little,  but  not 
the  man  to  be  beatt-'\  in  that  way,  down 
went  his  charges  to  25  cents  a  visit. 
Many  are  the  charges  we  find  on  his  old 
book,  all  at  25  cents  a  visit;  occasionally 
made  up  to  35  cents  fo'^  a  little  medicine 
sold  at  the  time.  He  maintained  his 
ground — succeeded — at  his  death  left  a 
handsome  property  for  the  day.  He  died 
of  what  was  then  called  lung  fever :  at  the 
present  day,  pneumonia.  He  had  an  at- 
tack, had  but  partially  recovered,  could 
not  be  deterred  from  visiting  patients  call- 
ing for  him,  brought  on  a  relapse,  and  died 
in  a  fev/  days  after.  He  was  simply  a 
martyr  to  his  profession  :  age,  34  years. 

In  looking  over  a  package  of  old  family 
letters,  joutjnls,  etc.,  we  find  Jonathan 
Oilman  was  found  dead  in  his  bed  ;  died 
suddenly  of  apoplexy.  He  was  father  of 
Dr.  John,  and  grandfather  to  Marcus  D., 
our  historical  librarian .  Di".  John  Oilman — 
as  he  wrote  his  nan\e,  dropping  the  T. — 
kept  a  note-book  while  at  Dartmouth  Med- 
ical College,  in  which  is  given  the  synopsis 
of  every  lecture  he  heard  and  the  name  of 
the  professor  who  delivered  it.  From  a 
sheet  catalogue  of  the  Medical  College  for 
18 1 4,  we  give  for  benefit  of  our  towns  who 
.  may  not  have  in  their  papers  the  record  of 
all  their  early  physicians,  the  Vermont 
names  therein  : 

15arret,  Thonias  T.,  Springfield,  Vt.  ; 
Bates,  Roswell,  Randolph:  Brown,  Leon- 
ard, Peacliam;  Campbell,  John,  Putney;  I 
*Chamberlin,  Mellen,  Peacham  ;  Elkins,  | 


Ephraim,  Peacham  ;  *Finny,  Alfrid,  Lud- 
low ;  Fletcher,  John,  Williamstown :  Gil- 
let,  Bezaleel.  Hartford  ;  Goodvvin,  Jacob, 
Bradford  ;  Hatch,  Horace,  Norwich  ;  Haz- 
el tine,  Laban,  Wardsborough ;  Jennison, 
Charles,  Hartland ;  *  Leavett,  Harvey, 
Hartford  ;  Martin,  Lyman, Peacham  ;  *New- 
ton,  Enos  W.,  Hartford  ;  Paddock,  Wil- 
liam, Barre  ;  Paddock,  Wm.  S.,  Pomfret ; 
Page,  Alfrid,  Barnard;  *Richardson,  John 
P.,  Woodstock;  Rogers,  Asher  A.,  Thet- 
ford ;  Stevens,  John,  Newbury;  Tevvks- 
bury,  Hartland;  Tracey,  James  2d,  Hart- 
ford :  Wait,  James,  Brandon  ;  Washburn, 
Hercules,  Randolph  ;  Wheeler,  John,  Vv^est 
Fairlee. 

Whole  number  of  students,  105  ;  Ver- 
mont representation  in  Dartmouth  Medical 
College,  1S14,  as  above,  27. 

MARCUS  DAVIS  OILMAN 

was  born  at  Calais,  Jan.  28,  1820.  He  had 
the  misfortune  tolosehis  father — Dr.  John 
Gilm.an — at  5  years  of  age.  He  lived  with 
his  mother  and  step-father,  Mr.  Eaton,  on 
a  farm  in  Calais  until  15  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  into  Baldwin  &  Scott's  store 
at  Montpclier,  as  clerk,  until  21  years  of 
age  ;  then  was  in  business  as  merchant  at 
Northficld,  as  lJ7i//e,  Gibnan  cr'  Co.,  2 
years  ;  then  in  same  business  at  Montpel- 
ier  2  years,  as  Eil:'s,  Wilder  6^  Co. 

Mr.  Oilman  married  Maria  Mallevihe 
daughter  of  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  of 
Montpelier,  May  10,  1S43,  and  in  1S45, 
moved  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he  resided 
for  23  years,  or  until  186S  as  a  merchant; 
children  :  Jolm  Baldwin,  born  at  Chicago, 
July  5,  1847,  deceased;  Emily  Eliza,  born 
at  Chicago,  June  10,  1849,  married. 

Sarah  Alice,  born  at  Chicago,  March  21 , 
1851,  died  at  Chicago,  March  19,  1853; 
Marcus  Edward,  born  at  Chicago,  June  26, 
1853,  died  at  Chicago,  Nov.  9,  1S63. 

The  next  data  in  given  memorandum  : 
"At  this  time,  March,  1870,  we  are  re- 
siding (temporarily  it  may  be)  at  River- 
side, Auburndale,  ?>lass.  Removed,  to 
]Montpeliv.'r,  Oct.  1871.""'  He  now  resides 
at  Montpelier,  where  he  has  been  librarian 
of  the  State  Historical  Society  since  1S74. 

*jMembt:rs  of  col'ege. 
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and  is  corresponding  member  of  six  or 
seven  State  Historical  Societies,  &c.  Mr. 
Oilman  has  said  to  us  that  he  graduated  at 
the  Washington  County  Grammar  School 
at  the  age  of  15  years,  and  ^vcnt  out  into 
the  world  for  himself.  In  business  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  remarkably  successful, 
and  to  have  sensibly  retired,  that  he  may 
devote  himself  to  his  historical  tastes.  He 
has  a  very  large  correspondence  ;  his  his- 
torical offices  are  a  laborious  business  ;  no 
nominal  appointments,  only,  mere  compli- 
ments, in  his  hands,  as  v/e  may  judge  from 
the  weekly  file  of  letters  and  communica- 
tions on  his  table.  He  is  just  the  one  man 
in  the  State  best  situated  to  make  a  biblio- 
theca  for  Vermont,  and  he  is  doing  it, 
several  chapters  of  which  have  been  al- 
ready published,  though  by  no  means  the 
niost  or  the  best  part  of  it,  as  we  are  very 
well  prepared  to  say,  having  carefully 
looked  through  tJie  Mss.  so  far  as  finished 
up,  and  the  vast  amount  of  material  to  be 
worked  up,  and  we  shall  with  much  interest 
await  the  appearance  of  the  work  when  it 
may  be  published. 

JOHN  BALDWIN  OILMAN,  M.  D., 

son  of  Marcus  D.,  died  at  his  father's,  in 
Montpelier,  May  18,  1S73,  in  his  26th 
year.  Naturally  cheerful,  born  to  a  home- 
aflluent  with  pleasant  things,  fond  of  books 
in  his  early  years,  his  childhood  was  a 
happy  one.  Ai  12,  he  was  entered  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fay's  excellent  school  for  boys, 
at  St.  Albans,  and  fitted  for  college;  was 
next  at  Lombard  L^niversity,  111.,  3  years; 
at  17  years,  entered  Harvard  for  a  fuH 
course'',  graduated  in  1868;  studied  med- 
icine, the  German,  French  and  Italian  lan- 
guages in  Germany  2  years;  Feb.  1870, 
returned  to  Boston,  and  continued  his 
studies  at  the  Boston  Medical  Colleire. 
The  summer  following,  the  Franco-Prus- 
sian war  breaking  out,  the  opportunity  for 
,,surgical  experience  in  the  military  hospi- 
tals was  irresistible,  and  he  liastened  to 
recross  the  ocean.  On  arriving,  he  was 
.'ippointed  by  the  German  authorities  to 
the  post  of  assi,-.can[  surgeon  in  the  Prus- 
sian service,  which  position  he  held  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  when,  retiring  from  the 


service,  he  was  complimented  by  the  Em- 
peror William  with  the  Decoration  of  the 
Iron  Cross,  the  first  instance,  so  far  as 
known,  that  an  American  surgeon  has  re- 
ceived the  honor.  Returning  to  Boston, 
he  completed  his  studies  there,  and  in  the 
fall  of  187 1,  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  where 
he  rapidly  acquired  an  extensive  practice. 
Late  in  the  fall  of  1872,  small  pox  ap- 
peared in  Topeka.  From  his  experience 
in  the  military  hospitals  of  Prussia,  he  felt 
himself  especially  fitted  to  deal  with  it, 
and  entered  upon  the  work  with  great  in- 
terest. His  treatment  was  the  German 
mode,  and  attended  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess, and  his  services  were  in  almost  con- 
stant requisition.  He  acted  not  only  as 
physician,  but  ministered  extensively  as 
nurse,  and  in  not  a  few  cases  as  sexton. 
In  this  last  ofiice — burying  the  dead  at 
midnight — he  severely  sufiered.  After  the 
epidemic  had  subsided,  he  was  stricken 
down  with  varioloid,'  and  pneunionia,  be-  * 
fore  he  was  recovered,  set  in.  He  re- 
turned to  his  father's,  in  Montpelier,  the 
last  part  of  April,  a  quick  consumption 
indelibly  fixed  upon  him,  which  made  rapid 
progress  till  in  the  midst  of  the  beautiful 
month  of  May,  in  the  cjuiet  of  the  village 
Sabbath,  his  young,  busy,  earth-life  went 
out.  Says  his  friend,  in  the  Boston  Globe 
of  jNIay  20th  :  "  Dr.  Gilnian  was  greatly 
beloved  by  his  associates  for  his  genial 
and  unselfish  disposition,  as  well  as  ad- 
mired for  his  brilliant  qualities  of  mind, 
and  his  numerous  friends  \\\\\  condole  with 
his  family  upon  a  loss  they  feel  personal 
to  them  as  to  his  own  kindred. '\ 

Emily  E.,  the  only  surviving  child  of 
Marcus  D.  Gilman,  m.Apr.  13,  i86S,Rev. 
Henry  1.  Cushman,  born  inOrford,  N.  H., 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  read  the- 
ology, and  is  now  pastor  of  the  first  Uni- 
versalist  church  in  Providence,  R,  I, 
Children,  Mary  Alice,  born,  Boston,  Apr. 
27,  1S69;  died,  Providence,  R.  L,  June 
18,  1877;  Ruth,  born,  Newton,  Alass., 
May  29,  1S70  ;  Robert,  born,  Boston,  Sep't. 
18,  1872;  Marcus  Gilman,  born,  Mojitpel- 
ier,  July  25,  1875;  died  in  Providence, 
R.  L,  July  18,  1877  ;  Earl  Baldwin,  born, 
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Providence,  R.  I.,  May  5,  1878;  died 
there,  .May  25,  1S7S. — Ed. 

KENT  FAMILY. 

EzrcKHiL,  1st,  b.  June,  17^,  m.  Ruth 
Garey,  b.  Oct.,  1748,  lived  and  died  in 
Rehobolh,  Mass.  ;  d.  in  May  1842,  wife 
iiiDec.  1S18;  II  chikhcn,  two  of  whom, 
Remember  and  Ezekiei,  setded  in  Calais. 

Rkmemjuir,  1st,  son  of  E/.ekiel  ist,  b. 
June  II,  1775  in  Rehoboth,  came  to  Calais 
in  1798;  m.  Rachel  dau.  of  Capt.  Abdiel 
jjliss  1799;  settled  at  what  has  since  been 
known,  as  Kent's  Corner,  where  he  cleared 
a  large  farm  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  days. 
He  tilled  various  town  ofrices  ;  was  suc- 
cessively ensign,  lieutenant  and  captain  in 
the  militia,  his  first  commission  bearing 
daie  1805.  He  died  May  13,  1853,  his 
wife  No\ .  2,  1843. 

Their  children  all  born  in  Calais,  were 
Remember  2d,  b.  June,  1799;.  R'T-chcl 
}jliss,  b.  Sept.  1800,  m.  Aaron  Tucker. 
•  Ira,  1).  April,  1803  ;  Abdiel,  b.  Nov.  1803  ; 
Georgie,  b.  Sept.  1808;  Ezekiei  2d,  b. 
May,  181 1  ;  John  V'.  R.,  b.  Nov,  21,  1S13  : 
Samuel  N.,  b.  Nov..  1817  ;  d.  June  1S35. 

Remember  2d,  m.  Jan.  1824,  Delia  dau. 
of  Edward  Tucker  ;  made  the  first  clearing 
on  the  farm  where  W.  G.  Kent  now  lives  ;• 
has  resided  most  of  his  days  in  Calais, 
working  some  portion  of  the  time  at  his 
trade  as  a  mill-wright.  His  wife  died 
April,  1S60,  and  he  ni.  Lucy  (White) 
widow  of  John  Goodell.  He  died  in  Calais 
Feb.  19,  1881.  His  children,  all  born  in 
Calais,  were:  Azro,  b.  May,  1825^  Diana, 
b.  March,  1S30,  m.  1851,  Enoch  H.  Vin- 
cent, b.  1820  In  ^.liddlesex,  farmer  ;  resides 
in  East  Montpelier;  children  Jane  K.,  m. 
William  J.  Somerville,  Fa3-ston,  farmer; 
Ella  D  ;  Prentiss  J  ;  Jane,  deceased  at  i8. 

Ira,  m.  Polly,  dau.  of  Col.  Caleb  Curtis. 
(See  Curtis  family).  He  has  always  re- 
sided on  his  fati^er's  old  farm  ;  was  consta- 
ble in  183S,  post-master  some  16  years; 
and  from  1837  to  "66,  he  and  his  brotlier 
Abdiel  were  in  partnership  under  the  lirm 
name  of  I.  &  A.  Kent,  and  transacted  n 
considerable  mercantile  arid  manufacturing- 
business.  Flis  children  all  born  in  Calais  : 
Ira  Richardson,  b.  Sept.  3,  1833  ;  Amairda 


C,  b.  Jan.  2,   1838,  d.  Feb.  18,  1842; 
Rachel  Ann,  b.  April  26,  1839,  ^^'^Y 
1855;  Flora  Eniogene,  b.  April  17,  1841, 
d.  Sept.  6,  1851  ;    LeRoy  Abdiel,  b.  Aug. 
25,  1843. 

A]'>niKL,  when  21  years  of  age  went  to 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  worked  on  the  foun- 
dation of  the  first  cotton  factory  built 
tliere ;  thence  to  Mass.  and  learned  the 
mason's  trade,  working  at  his  trade  sum- 
mers and  teaching  school  winters,  until 
about  1830,  he  bought  in  Calais  where  he 
now  lives,  and  began  manufacturing  boots 
in  a  small  building  wliere  the  store  now 
stands.  This  business  was  continued  .some 
40  years,  at  times  employing  a  do/en  or 
niore  men,  and  for  some  20  years  harness- 
making  was  connected  with  it.  In  1832, 
he  enlarged  his  shop,  and  put  in  a  small 
stock  of  staple  dry  goods  and  groceries. 
In  1S54,  the  present  shoe-shop  ajid  store 
were  built,  and  the  latter  stocked  with  a 
general  assortment  of  goods,  and  this 
business  was  continued  by  him  and  the 
lirm  of  I.  &  A.  Kent  some  30  years. 

In  1837,  he  built  the  brick  house  wliere 
he  now  lives,  and  kept  a  hotel  there  until 
1847.  In  1S44,  in  company  with  others, 
he  built  the  starch-factory  near  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  run  it  until  about  1858. 
In  1847,  put  iron  working  machinery  in 
the  red  shop  at  Maple  Corner,  where  it 
was  run  by  N.  W.  liancroft  some  4  years. 
He  has  been  a  large  owner  of  real  estate 
in  this  and  other  towns,  a  woolen-factory, 
mills  and  hotel  at  Craftsbury ;  built  and 
stocked  the  store  in  Woodbury,  now  owned 
by  A.  W.  Nelson,  owned  for  sonie  years 
the  Norcross  mill  in  Woodbury,  the  Ira 
Brown  saw-mill  in  the  north-west  part  of 
Calais,  and  the  old  saw-mill  at  Maple  Cor- 
ner. His  brother,  Ira,  was  a  partner  in 
all  the  above  business  from  1S37  to  '66. 
Beside  being  one  of  its  most  active  busi- 
ness men,  he  has  held  nearly  all  the  offices 
in  the  gift  of  the  town,  and  th-.it  he  has 
served  acceptably  is  shown  by  his  contin- 
ued re-elections,  (see  lists  of  town  officers.) 
He  in.  1st  June  7,  1845,  Kanny  H..  dau. 
of  Col.  Caleb  Curtis,  who  d.  Dec.  24,  1854, 
2d,  Lucy  A.,  dau.  of  Vial  A.  Bliss;  chil- 
dren born  in  Calais  :  Murray  Abdiel ;  J  'lla 
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Fiiri!!}-,  m.  Arthur  13.  Bacon,  resides  in 
Spencer,  Mass.,  merchant ;  children  :  Fred 
K.,  Fannie  L. 

George,  son  of  Remember,  m.  April  24, 
1835,  Mehitable  Hill  b.  Dec.  2,  1S07,  in 
Cal)Ot ;  resides  in  Cahiis,  a  successful  far- 
mer; children:  Marcus  Newell,  b.  June, 
1S37,  George  Wallace,  April,  1845. 
Newell  m.  May  4,  1862,  Hester  A.  dau.  of 
Vial  A.  liliss.  For  several  years  he  re- 
mained upon  the  farm  with  his  father, 
afterwards  engaged  in  the  mercantile  pur- 
suit at  Worcester  Corner,  where  he  died 
Oct.  20,  1876;  cbildren,  Dora  B.,  Frances.' 
G.  Wallace,  m.  May,  1S6S,  Justina  A. 
dau*.  of  Kneekuid  and  Caroline  Kelton,  ! 
b.  in  F^.ast  Montpelier,  Sept.  1849,  asides 
upon  the  homestead  :'  children,  Alice  Glee, 
George,  Katie  M.,  Jessie  J. 

Murray,  son  of  Abdiel,  rn.  1870,  Ruth 
E.,  dau  of  P.  S.  Bennett,  resides  in  Cal-  j 
ais  ;  son  Dorni.ui  B.  E. ;  Van  R.,  son  of 
Abdiel,  m.  1S74,  Lelia  S.,  dau.  of  S.  H. 
Foster  of  Calais;  is  associated  with  J.  E. 
Bacon  of  Spencer,  Mass.,  in  the  nianufac- 
ture  of  boots  ;  child,  Marion. 

Ira  Ric.hardsox,  son  of  Ira;  m.  1855, 
Anna  E.,  b.  June,  1834,  in  New  York  cit}-, 
died  Aug. 3,  1S56;  dau.  of  William  H.  and 
Harriet  A.  Simpson;  child,  Nora  Anna, 
b.  July  28,  1856,  d.  Oct.  19,  1861.  He  m. 
Feb.  1870,  Inez  R.,  (dau.  of  Hon,  D.  Vv. 
Aiken  of  F'ardwick,)  who  died  June  8,  '74. 

"Rich.  Kent"  as  he  was  faniiliarly 
known,  was  a  person  whom,  never  pos- 
sessing robust  health,  was  enabled  by  his 
indomitable  will,  perseverance,  and  cjuick 
perceptive  faculties,  to  accomplish  while 
in  his  younger  years  an  amount *of  business 
which  might  only  have  been  expected  from 
one  of  much  stronger  physique,  and  ma- 
turer  years,  and  when  20  years  of  age 
assumed  the  entire  management  of  the 
mercantile  business  of  I.  &  A.  Kent,  which 
he  continued  for  about  6  years,  when  he 
engaged  in  buying  cattle  and  horses  and 
selling  in  the  Mass.  market  until  1S65  ; 
during  which  time  he  filled  various  town 
offices  with  acceptance.  Dec.  1S65,  he  en- 
tered into  a  partnership  with  ].  K.  Bacon 
of  Spencer,  i\Iass.,  in  the  manufacturing 
of  boots  of  which  they  did  an  extensive 


and  succe.ssful  business  to  llie  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Calais,  October 
9,  1875. 

LeRoy  a.  Kent,  son  of  Ira,  m.  Feb.. 
22,  1875,  Blanche  S.,  dau.  of  S.  D.  Hol- 
lister  of  Marshficld,  b.  May  11,  1852:  son 
I.  Rich.  b.  Oct.  28,  1876,  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuit  at  Craftsbury,  1868  to  '70; 
1873  succeeded  B.  P.  White  in  the  same 
business  at  Kent's  Corner,  where  he  still 
remains ;  received  appointment  of  post- 
master in  1873,  present  incumbent. 

AzRO,  son  of  Remember  2d,  m.  Nov. 
1849,  Hannah  S.,  dau.  of  Edward  and 
Susan  Eastman  b.  in  Salisbmy,  N.  H., 
May,  1832.  Learned  the ■  machinist  trade 
at  Northfield,  and  has  been  employed  in 
the  Central  Vt.  R.  R.  Co.  shops  since 
1849;  since  1863,  has  been  master  me- 
chanic and  general  foreman  in  their  shop 
at  St.  Albans:  children:  Edward  T.,  b. 
July  20,  1S53,  d.  May  30,  1859;  ^'^^  Mar- 
tha, b.  July  20,  1S59,  d.  Aug.  31,  1859; 
Edward  B.,  b.  July,  '66,  now  in  Universty  at 
Burlington.    Azro  Ceil,  Aug.  1869. 

Prentiss  J.,  son  of  Remember  2d,  m. 
Sept.   1864,  Elizabeth  M.,  dau.  of  An\- 
brose  and  Sally  Atwater  of  Burlington  ; 
worked  at  the    trade  of  n\achinist  and 
teaching  school  till  1S57;  graduated  from 
the  medical  Dept.  \J.  V.  M.,  i860;  went 
to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  drug  business 
in  connection  with  the  practice  cf  medi- 
cine.   In  1862,  was  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  174th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Vols.; 
was  in  acti\e  service  till  spring  of  1864, 
when  by  reason  of  the  consolidation  of 
174th  and  i62d  regiments  he  v/as  honora- 
bly discharged  ;  after  which  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Winooski  F'alls. 
j  In  1869,  health  failing,  he  went  to  Wor- 
i  cester,  Mass.,  and  invented  the  -'Kent  & 
I  Bancroft    self-operating  spinning-mule,"" 
I  and  was  engaged  for  a  time  in  its  manu- 
i  facture  and  sale ;  but  returned  to  Burling- 
ton in  1S74,  and  resumed  his  profession, 
where  he  now  resides  ;  children  :  Osborn 
Atw-'.ter,  b.  in  Winooski  Falls,  Oct.  24, 
1868,  d.  July  15.  1S69;  Vvilliam  Henry,  b. 
in  Woonsocket,  R.  1.,  July  2,  1S71,  d.  in 
i  Burlington  July,  1S72  ;  Arthur  Atwater,  b. 
I  in  Smitlifield,  R.  L,  Dec.  1873. 
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J.  V.  R.  Kknt^  son  of  Remember  1st, 
b.  Nov.  1S44,  m.  Laura  A.,  dau.  of  CoL 
Caleb  Curti.s,  who  died  Aug.  31,   185 1  ; 


Dec.  26,  1856, 


Mrs.    Catherine  A. 


Morse,  dau.  of  Alplieus  J.  Bliss;  child, 
Charles  v.,  b.  Dec.  1857.  Mr.  Kent  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  to  the  age 
of  20  years,  when  he  learned  the  boot  and 
shoe  trade  with  his  brothers,  I.  &  A.  Kent, 
where  he  worked  about  13  years.  For  the 
last  12  years  he  has  resided  at  Maple  Cor- 
ner on  the  farm  purchased  of  Alonzo  Tay- 
lor of  New  York ;  has  tilled  nearly  every 
ofTjce  in  the  gift  of  the  town,  many  of 
which  he  held  continuously  lor  many  years. 

EzEKiEL,  3d,ni.  Nov.  13,  1836,  Minerva 
Anna,  dau.  of  Col.  Caleb  Curtis;  a  suc- 
cessful farmer ;  resided  in  Calais  until 
1872,  when  he  moved  to  Alontp.elier,  where 
he  now  resides  ;  has  Ixeld  town  offices  be- 
fore and  since  his  removal ;  daughter,  Alice 
May,  b.  Mar.  i,  i84i,m.  Nov.  1866,  Capt. 
J.  O.  Livingston;  enlisted  May,  1862, 
and  mustered  out  July,  1865  as  Capt.  of 
Co.  G.  9th  Regt.  Vt.  Vols. ;  was  admitted 
to  tlie  Lamoille  County  Bar,  May  term 
1862,  and  now  practicij\g  his  profession  m 
Montpelier. 

EATON  FAMILY  IN  CALAIS. 

15Y  CALtn  C.  EATON. 

Jacob  Eaton,  Sr.,  settled  in  the  South- 
east part  of  Calais,  on  Kingsbury's  branch, 
in  1 8 16,  with  a  family  of  4  children,  Isaac, 
(who  2  ye  rs  after  was  killed  by  the  kick 
of  a  horse),  Jacob,  Mary  Ann  and  Syl- 
vester C,  of  whom  2  survive,  Jacob  and 
Sylvester,  the  former  living  on  the  old 
homestead  farm.  In  1827,  Nathaniel,  an 
older  son,  and  Jacob,  Jr.,  bought  the  farm 
of  their  father,  and  they  lived  together 
until  the  death  of  the  latter,  Feb.  1843, 
aged  77  years.  Nathaniel  moved  to  Mid- 
dlesex, Vt.,  in  March,  1864,  where  he  died 
Feb.  6,  1878,  aged  87  years;  37  years  of 
his  life  having  been  spent  in  tlie  tov/n  of 
Calais,  whither  he  mo\-ed  from  Hardwick 
at  the  age  of  37  years.  While  living  in 
Calais  he  was  elected  State  Senator  in 
1840  and  '41 ;  Assistant  Judge  of  County 
Court,  1857,  '58  ;  justice  of  the  peace  con- 
tinuously for  24  years,  and  was  often 
called  upon  to  settle  estates  ;  also,  as  com- 


missioner to  locate,  alter  and  establish 
new  roads,  and  as  referee,  and  to  make 
contracts  and  legal  papers.  He  was  a 
useful  man  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lived,  fearless  and  outspoken  in  his  views, 
had  decided  opinions  of  his  own,  and  the 
ability  to  maintain  them.  He  was  twice 
married  :  first,  to  Ruth  Bridgman,^in  Hard- 
wick, in  181 2,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Dorman  Bridgman  and  Ruth  ;  the 
latter  died  in  1849,  at  the  birth  of  her  llrst 
child.  Dorman  B.  is  an  eminent  lawyer 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  located 
in  1850.  He  has  taken  an  active  and  in- 
fluential part  in  reformatory  measures  in 
in  that  city,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  in 
favor  of  civil  service  reform  in  this  coun- 
try ;  has  written  an  exhaustive  work  upon 
that  subject,  entitled,  "  Civil  Service  in 
Great  Britain";  also,  a  work  entitled, 
"The  5>poils  System,  and  Civil  Service 
Reform  in  the  Custom  House  and  Post- 
office  in  New  York  City'';  and  numerous 
other  works  of  which  I  am  notable  to  give 
the  titles ;  one  written  during  the  last 
Presidential  campaign  entitled,  "From 
the  Independent  Republicans  of  New  York, 
by  JiDiiiisy  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Vt. 
University;  also  of  Harvard  Law  School; 
educated  himself,  and  came  out  free  from 
debt.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Commission,  when  Geo.  Wm.  Curiis 
resigned,  during  Grant's  administration. 

Nathaniel  PJaton  married,  2d,  Mrs.  Ruth 
(Curtis,)  widow  of  Dr.  John  Oilman,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  Caleb  C,  born  in 
Calais,  where  he  resided  till  he  was  34 
years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Middlesex, 
living  there  16  years;  represented  that 
town  in  the  Legislature  in  1876,  77;  was 
justice  of  the  peace  4  years  ;  lister  3  years, 
and  appointed  to  take  the  census  for  that 
town  in  1880;  in  May,  1S80,  removed  to 
Montpelier,  where  he  now  resides. 

He  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Earned 
Coburn,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  East 
Montpelier ;  children,  4  ;  all  daughters  ; 
2  di^  d  in  infancy ;  Flora  Coburn,  born  in 
Calais,  preceptress  in  Cioddard  Seminary, 
Barr^,  m.  Prof.  Llenry  Priest,  Principal  of 
that  institution,  Aug.  11,  1881;  Emily 
Louisa  lives  with  her  parents. 
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EAST  CALAIS  PAPERS. 
CONTKir.IJTKD  I'.Y  MU.  AND  MIIS.  ALEEIiT  DWIXELL. 
CAPT.  JOSHUA  LILLEY 

located  at  an  early  day  in  East  Calais,  and 
cnme  in  possession  of  the  water-power  and 
a  large  tract,  of  land  around.  He.  put  up  a 
saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill  where  the  saw- 
mill now  stands,  and  about  1S05,  built  a 
two-story  house  on  his  hill  farm,  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Levi  G.  Dwiiiell. 
Capt.  Lilley  entered  into  speculations  of- 
various  kinds,  among  which  was  the  mer- 
cantile, in  which  he  was  unsuccessful  and 
had  to  retrench.  In  1812,  he  sold  his  hill 
farm  to  Israel  Dwinell,  and  about  the  same 
time  his  mills  and  other  landed  property 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Maj.  Nathaniel 
Davis,  of  Montpelier. 

Maj.  Davis,  availing  himself  of  the  water- 
power  fiicilities,  erected  various  mills, 
among  which  one  for  carding  wool  and 
dressing  cloth,  a  trip-hammer  shop,  where 
were  made  scythes  and  hoes,  and  a  shop 
or  manufacturing  cut-nails. 

One  of  the  inducements  for  starting  a 
nail  factory  was  the  supposition  that  there 
was  iron  oie  in  the  ledges  a  short  distance 
west  of  the  village,  all  of  which  was  true, 
but  in  the  prospecting  made,  it  was  not 
found  rich  enough  to  pay  for  working. 
Nails  were  manufactured  about  2  years, 
when  it  was  found  freights  were  too  much 
to  make  the  business  profitable,  and  it 
went  down  and  other  business  was  started, 
cabinet  work,  clover-mill,  potash,  etc.  The 
business  development  called  workmen  and 
residents  into  the  place,  and  the  Major 
put  in  a  store. 

SHUBAEL  WHEELER,  ESQ., 

son  of  Bowers  Wheeler,  of  Montpelier, 
(now  East  Montpelier),  married  Elsey 
Davis,  daughter  of  Maj.  Nathaniel,  about 
1S14,  and  in  18 r6,  they  moved  to  East 
Calais,  and  occupied  a  two-story  house 
erected  by  the  Major,  near  where  the  saw- 
mill now  stmds.  He  was  a  law}er,  the 
first  and  only  one  who  ever  resided  in  town 
for  any  length  of  time.  For  several  years 
he  occupied  a  leading  position  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  town  and  County,  representing 
the  town  several  times,  and  was  clerk  of  | 


the  County  Court  for  several  years.  He 
was  interested  in  forming  to  some  extent, 
and  was  partner  for  some  years  with,Sani- 
uel  Rich  in  mill  property,  deeded  to  them 
by  Maj.  Davis. 

Judge  Wheeler  was  a  man  of  high  at- 
tainments, largely  endowed  by  nature,  yet 
his  love  of  social  pastime  was  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  financial  interests.  About 
i860,  he  went  West  to  make  his  home  with 
his  eldest  daughter,  Emily,  the  last  one 
living  of  his  8  children— wife  of  Levi  W. 
Wright,  formerly  of  this  town,  now  of 
Merrimac,  Wis. 

CAPT.  SAMUfiL  RICH, 

born  in  N.  Montpelier,  Oct.  22,  1797, 
married  Dolly  Davis,  dau.  of  Maj.  Na- 
thaniel; came  to  E.  Calais  in  March,  1S24, 
and  owned  the  saw  and  grist-mills,  to- 
getlicr  v.-ith  350  acres  of  land.  In  1836, 
he  bid  It  tliC  two-story  house  now  occupied 
by  his  son-in-law,  Albert  Dwinell.  In 
1840,  he  rebuilt  the  grist-mill  now  owned 
by  Simeon  Webb. 

In  1850,  he  sold  the  mills  and  his  lands 
to  Albert  Dwinell,  at  which  time  he  gave 
up  active  business.  Mr.  Rich  died  June 
12,  1S56;  Mrs.  Rich,  Aug.  15,  1841.  Capt. 
Rich  improved  his  limited  opportunities 
for  schooling,  and  had  the  advantage  of 
one  or  two  tenns  at  the  academy.  He 
took  up  the  study  of  surveying,  and  was 
for  many  years  a  practical  surveyor.  He 
was  a  man  of  superior  mental  endow- 
ments ;  strong  memory ;  well  versed  in 
history  and  in  politics;  always  a  staunch 
whig.  He  had  3  children.  The  son, 
Samuel  D.,  has  been  an  invalid  from  his 
youth;  the  eldest  daughter,  Irene  D.,  was 
married  to  Albert  Dwinell,  Apr.  10,  1845  i 
Dolly  A.,  the  second  daughter,  married 
Joseph  W.  Leonard,  and  resides  on  the 
Leonard  farm. 

ISRAEL  DWINELL  AND  FAMILY. 
CONTKIBUTKD  BY  L.  G.  DWINELt,. 

Israel  Dwinell,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Calais,  born  in  Croydon,  N.  H., 
Oct.  8,  1785;  Apr.  I,  1813,  married  Phila 
Oilman,  of  Marshfield,  and  on  the  same 
day  moved  to  Calais,  to  a  farm  on  tiie 
i  East  Hill,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
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Feb.  20,  1S74.  His  \vife,  bora  in  Plail- 
ford,  Ct.,  Sept.  17,  1793,  died  June  i, 
1864.  They  had  10  children,  all  born  in 
the  same  house  into  which  they  moved 
the  day  they  were  married.  In  the  midst 
of  hardships  which  they  had  in  conimon 
witli  all  early  settlers,  they  found  means 
and  disposition  to  give  their  children  ad- 
vantages which  few  of  their  day  enjoyed, 
two  of  their  sohs  obtaining  a  collegiate 
education  ;  the  others  enjoying  advantages 
above  the  most.  Shortly  after  settling  in 
life  they  made  a  profession  of  religion,  and 
were  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
church  known  as  "  the  Marshfield  and 
Calais  Church."  In  later  years  they  were 
connected  with  the  Christian  Church  of 
the  town,  they  "dying  as  they  had  lived, 
strong  in  the  faith  of  the  Gosi^el,""  as  said 
Rev.  Mr.  Sherburn  in  the  funeral  sermon 
of  Mr.  Dv.'inell. 

Alcander  D^Yi^'ELL,  son  of  Israel,  v.-as 
born  Feb.  2,  1814,  married  Sarah  Cheney, 
Jan.  31,  1849,  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he 
lived  a  few  years,  and  removed  to  r>rook- 
lyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
has  one  son,  William  Alcander,  who  mar- 
ried Julia  Jaquith,  of  Brooklyn,  and  lives 
with  his  father. 

Ika  S.  DwiNELL,  son  of  Israel,  born 
Jan.  27,  18 r6,  married  Clarina  H.  I'earce, 
Oct.  II,  1842,  setded  and  still  lives  in 
East  Calais.  They  have  had  2  sons  ;  the 
first  died  in  infancy;  the  second,  Byron 
Lee,  graduated  at  Goddard  Sem.,  Barrc  ; 
graduated  at  Tufts  College,  class  of  1S76, 
and  at  Boston  University  School  of  Med- 
icine at  the  age  of  28  ;  married  Ada  Bar- 
ron, settled  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  practicing 
medicine. 

Solon,  son  of  Israel,  b.  1818,  d.  at  2.] 
years,  the  first  grave  in  the  East  Calais 
cemetery. 

Israel  Edson  Dwinell,  son  of  Israel, 
born  Oct.  24,1820,  "  began  to  fit  for  college 
in  the  Academy  at  Randolph  Center,  Sept. 
1836;  taught  school  in  Calais,  Vv'inter  of 
1837;  in  Calais  or  Montpelier  each  winter 
but  one  till  graduated  from  college  :  fin- 
ished for  college  at  Montpelier  Academy, 
1837,  '8  and  '9;  entered  the  University  of 
Vt.,  Burlington,  1839;  giaduatcd  in  1843; 


taught  in  Martin  Academy,  East  Ten- 
nessee, 1843-5,  20  months  ;  entered  Union 
Theo.  Sem.,  N.  Y.  City,  1S45  ;  graduated 
from  Un.  Theo.  Sem.,  1848;  married  Re- 
becca Eliza  Allen  Maxwell,  in  Jonesboro, 
East  Tennessee,  Sept.  12,  1S48  ;  was  home 
missionary,  under  the  A.  H.  1^.1.  Society- in 
Rock  Island,  111.,  7  ms.,  1848-9;  began  to 
preach  in  Salem,  Ma.ss.,  the  spring  of 
1849;  ordained  as  colleague  pastor 
with  Rev.  Brown  Emerson,  D.  D.,  Nov. 
22,  1849;  dismissed.  May,  1863;  began 
preaching  in  Sacramento,  Cal.,  July  i, 
1863  ;  installed  pastor  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Clnist,  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  July  10,  1864,  where  I  now  am. 

I.  E.  P." 

Albert  Dwixell,  b.  Jan.  15,  1823,  m. 
Irene  D.  Rich,  Apr.  10,  1845,  and  settled 
in  Moscow,  East  Calais,  owning  a  large 
farm,  and  has  also  been  in  the  mercantile 
business  ;  has  been  elected  to  both  branches 
of  the  State  Legislature  ;  has  3  sons  :  1st 
Frank  Albert,  giaduatedat  Bane  Acad- 
amy;ni.  Harriet  A.  Hammett ;  settled  in 
Plainfield  in  the  mercantile  business  ;  has 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature 
from  that  town.  2d,  Clarf.2>'CE  Rich, 
graduated  at  Inirre  Academy;  m.  Ella  H. 
Hammond,  and  is  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness at  East  Calais.  3d,  Dell  Burton,  14 
years  of  age. 

Melvin  Dwixell,  son  of  Israel,  b."  July 
9,  1S25,  give;  the  following  :  "  Fitted  for 
college  mostly  at  Montpelier  Academy ; 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1845  ? 
graduated  Aug.  1S49;  was  principal  of 
People's  Academy,  Morrisville,  2  years ; 
came  to  Georgia  in  the  fall  of  185 1  ;  taught 
in  Hamilton,  Ga.,  i  year;  taught  2  years 
in  Macon  Co.,  Ala. ;  Jan.  i,  1853,  bought 
half  in  the  /lowe  (Ga.)  Courier ;  a  year 
after,  bought  the  other  half;  have  pub- 
lished the  Ro/nc  Courier  continuously  from 
Jan.  I,  1855,  to  this  time  (1881)  except 
from  May  18,  1864,  to  Sept.  i,  1865.  May 
18,  1 064,  the  Federal  troops  took  posse.s- 
sion  of  Rome,  and  I  left.  They  used  my 
material  and  stock  on  hand,  antl  when  they 
left,  utterly  destroyed  everything  in  my 
office  except  one  job-press,  which  they 
carried  off.    I  was  mustered  into  the  Con- 
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federate  army  at  Richmond,  Va.,  IVIar.  28, 
1S61,  as  2d  ]ieut.  for  the  ^var ;  was  pro- 
moted to  1st  lieut.  in  March,  1862  ;  was  in 
the  first  and  second  battle  of  iManassas ; 
actually  erjgaged  two  days  of  the  seven  in 
the  fights  around  Richmond,  from  June 
28  to  July  25,  1862 ;  was  in  the  first  batde 
of  Fredericksburg  and  the  Gettysburg,  be- 
sides 20  or  30  smaller  engagements  and 
skirmishes.  The  only  wound  received  was 
a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  upper  left  arm  at 
the  battle  of  Gett3  sburg.  From  this  wound 
I  was  disabled  some  2  months.  After  I 
returned  to  my  command,  in  Nov.  1863,  I 
was  elected  one  of  the  two  representatives 
from  my  (Floyd)  county  to  the  State  Leg- 
islature, which  exempted  me  from  military 
duty,  and  I  resigned  my  commission,  and 
that  ended  m\"  milirar}'  service,  except 
that  I  served  as  adjutant,  with  the  rank  of 
captain,  for  a  short  time  in  the  spring  of 
1864,  undei  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright,  in  com- 
mand of  State  troops.  After  the  close  of 
the  war,  I  returned  to  Rome,  Ga.,  arriving 
here  May  25,  1S63,  and  found  that  my  en- 
tire assets  consisted  of  $22.50  in  gold  in 
my  pocket,  and  the  debris  of  a  printing 
establishment,  once  worth  $10,000,  esti- 
mated at  $300 ;  but  I  went  to  work  getting 
up  from  the  ruins,  and  soon  got  type 
enough  to  print  small  circulars,  hand-bills, 
etc.,  using  a  planer  and  mallet  for  lack  of 
a  press,  I  soon  hired  a  small  press,  and 
Sept.  I,  got  out  a  small  weekly  pa})6r.  I 
was  soon  on  my  feet  again,  and  have  since 
done  a  fair  business.  In  the  summer  of 
1875,  I  went  to  California;  visited  on  the 
trip,  Salt  I^ike  City,  the  Va.  City  gold  and 
silver  mines,  the  valley  of  Yosemitc,  etc. 
In  1876,  1  made  a  trip  to  the  East,  visit- 
ing London,  Paris,  Brussels, Venice,  Rome, 
Herculaneum,  Pompeii;  ascended  V^esu- 
vius ;  lit  my  cigar  iji  the  crater ;  saw  Alex- 
andria, Cairo,  the  Red  Sea,  Jerusalem, 
Damascus,  etc.  I  have  recently  published 
a  volume  descriptive  of  my  travels,  en- 
tided,  '  Common  Sense  Views  of  Foreign 
Lands. ^'^ 

Lr.vi  GiLMAX,  son  of  Israel,  b.  Nov.  3, 
1827,  ni-  Louise  M.  Kennan,  Sept.  3,  1857, 
dau.  of  P.  Kennan,  adopted  by  A.  Alden : 
settled  on  the  old  homestead,  in  East 
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Calais,  where  J  now  live  ;  have  3  children  : 
Julia  Louise,  m.  Nov.  12,  1879,  to  Charles 
P.  Hollister,  of  East  iNlontpelier,  where 
they  now  live ;  Maurice  Kennan  entered 
P>oston  University  School  of  Medicine, 
Oct.  1880;  Mary  Avis,  14  years  of  age. 

Jane  Phila,  daughter'  of  Israel  and 
Phila  Dvvinell,  b.  May  8,  1830,  m.  John 
Gardner  Hale,  at  East  Calais,  Sept.  28, 
1852,  Rev.  W.  T.  Herrick  and  Rev.  I.  S. 
Dwinel]  officiating ;  children  of  Jane  P., 
Harriet  Amelia,  Jennie  Norton,  b.  In 
Grass  Valley,  Cal.  ;  Edson  Dvvinell,  b.  in 
Lyndon,  Vt. ;  Mary  Gilman,  Ellen  Fran- 
ces, b.  in  East  Poultney. 

Harriet  A.,  educated  at  Mrs.  Worces- 
ter's, IJuilington,  Tildcn  Sem.,  N.  H., 
and  graduated  at  Carlyle  Petersilea's  Music 
School,  in  Boston ;  has  taught  music  at 
Tilden  Seminary,  the  People's  Academy, 
Morrisvillc,  and  elsewhere.  Jennie  N. 
graduated  at  Mt.  Holyoke  Female  Sem.  in 
1876.  Edson  D.,  prepared  at  St.  Johns- 
bury  Academy  in  1878,  has  entered  Am- 
herst College. 

Wait  Byron,  son  of  Israel,  b.  May, 
1S39,  d.  June,  1848;  Edgar,  son  of  Israel, 
b.  Feb.  1S37,  d.  June,  1837. 

ALDEN  FAMILY. 

BY  Mil.  AND  MliS,  ALUKItT  DWIN'KI-L. 

Asa  Alden,  born  in  Natick,  Mass.,  in 
1794,  came  to  Vermont,  1817;  married 
Avis  Snow,  of  Montpelier.  He  and  his 
wife  were  among  the  first  who  came  to 
East  Calais,  and  settled  in  Moscow  in 
1819.  Hewasthe  village  blacksndth  about 
30  years,  in  which  occupation  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  one  eye.  For  20  years 
he  was  the  first  hotel-keeper  at  this  place, 
an-d  held  the  post-office  27  years,  and  other 
offices  of  public  trust.  Reared  finder  Con- 
gregational discipline,  his  sympathies  were 
ever  in  that  direction,  and  while  there  was 
no  such  organized  church  in  town,  he  yet 
hved  to  all  appearance  the  life  of  a  quiet 
and  exemplary  Christian.  We  well  remem- 
ber him  at  the  earlier  church  ser\'ices  and 
singing-schools,  held  in  the  school-house, 
he  being  the  only  one  who  discoursed  bass 
on  a  big  viol  for  miles  around.  Lie  died 
here.  May  2,  1880,  aged  86. 
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His  widow  survives,  in  her  8 1st  year, 
(1881)  living  with  their  youngest  and  only 
surviving  daughter,  Lydia  Ann,  in  the 
same  house  they  at  first  occupied,  and 
which  13  now  the  oldest  dwelling  in  the 
village  ;  buiU  by  Capl.  Caleb  Putnam  about 
1818". 

Isaac  ALDEX.nailor  and  merchant,  came 
to  East  Cal  iis  in  1815  ;  married  for  his  2d 
wife,  Hannah  Snow,  of  .Montpelier.  Geo. 
Alden,  nailor,  came  in  1S16;  both  broth- 
ers of  Asa  Alden. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  stream,  next 
door  neighbor  to  Mr.  Aldcn,  lived 

JONATHAN  HEKRICK, 

shoemaker,  an  honest,  temperate,  indus- 
trious man,  and  his  wife,  Dmsilla  Cole, 
who  deserves  mention  among  the  early 
settlers,  living  in  Moscow,  East  Calais, 
from  about  1825  till  1847,  when  they  moved 
to  Cabot.  Mrs.  Herrick  died  in  1880. 
For  some  years  Mr.  Henick  took  the 
lead  in  singing  here,  and  his  two  old- 
est children,  Lucius  and  Caroline,  were 
among  the  best  spellers  in  Moscow. 

THE  DKS.  OK  CALAIS. 

Dr.  Samuel  Danfokth,  the  first  phy- 
sician of  Calais,  came  to  this  town  in  1800. 
He  lived  here  most  of  the  time  until  his 
death  rin-^lSn^  181 2. 

Dr.  Stephen  Corey  came  in  1812; 
wns  in  town  but  a  short  time. 

Dr.  Jonatlian  Eaton  came  in  18 12,  and 
remained  3  }ears. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  B.  Spaulding  came  about 
1819,  and  was  here  in  1S33. 

Dr.  John  Gilman  came  in  1815^  a  man 
of  marked  abilities  in  his  profession.  [See 
Gilman  Family.] 

Dr.  Charles  Clark  came  in  1825;  re- 
moved to  Montpelier  in  1S40. 

Dr.  Asa  George  came  in  March,  1825, 
and  died  in  Aug.  18S0,  a  man  of  marked 
character  and  ability,  and  a  leading  man 
in  his  profession. 

Dr.  William  S.  Carpenter  came  in  1841, 
and  left  in  1842. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dealing  came  to  Calais  from 
Cornish,  N.  H.,  in  1843,  located  at  Kent's  j 
Corner,  and  married  Maria,  dau.  of  Pliny,  j 
son  of  Colonel  Curtis  ;  afterwards  lived 


where  Dr.  Harris  now  lives ;  was  repre- 
sentative one  year ;  was  a  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  a  successful  physician  ;  moved 
to  Cambridge  in  J854. 

Dr.  M.  Ide  came  in  1854,  and  removed 
to  Stowe  in  1875.  He  was  town  clerk 
many  successive  years,  and  held  other 
town  offices. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Gray  came  in  1868,  and  still 
resides  in  town. 

Dr.  Harris  came  about  1880. 
Drs.  Gleason,  Tillon,  Tobey  and  others 
here  for  indefinite  times. 

COLLEGE  GRADUATES  OP'  CALAIS. 

I.  E.  Dwinell,  M.  Dwinell,  D.  h.  Eaton, 
Calvin  Short,  C.  L.  Goodell,  University 
of  Vt.;  Dr.  li.  L.  Dwinell,  Haricy  N. 
Pearce,  Tufts  College,  Mass.  ;  A.  N.  Bliss, 
University  of  Michigan;  Miss  Laura  A. 
Kent,  Miss  I'.llen  Cox,  Miss  Eva  Darling, 
Antioch,  Ohio.  F.  B.  Fay  entered  Harvard 
in  1S79;  W.  Gate  entered  Tufts  in  1S76; 
C.  L.  Wood,  a  lawyer  in  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Hartshorn  celebrated  her  hun- 
drexlth  birthday  in  Calais. 

EAST  CAT.AIS  FIRE. 
BY  CLAKKNCi;  U.  DWINKLL. 

Sept.  5,  1873,  ^-  o'clock  p.  M.,  20  min- 
utes, the  little  village  of  East  Calais  was 
aroused  by  alarm  of  fire.  The  ba.sement 
of  the  building  of  W.  H.  Ridout,  used  on 
the  first  floor  r  5  a  tin-shop  by  Wing  & 
Ridout,  was  in  tiames,  to  subdue  which 
was  unavailing.  The  fire  had  so  burned 
through  the  floor  above,  it  was  impossible 
to  remove  the  stock  of  goods  and  tools. 
The  second  floor  was  occupied  by  the  fam- 
ilies of  W.  H.  Ridout  and  Alonzo  Batch- 
elder,  who  were  able  to  save  but  little  of 
furniture  and  clothing. 

The  fire  spread  to  P.  F.  Whitcher's 
barn,  the  next  building  south,  which  with 
its   contents  was  completely  destroyed ; 
thence  to  the  boot  and  shoe  store  of  D.  B. 
Fay,  whose  stock  was  partly  removed ; 
next  to  the  hotel  property  of  Phineas 
Wl'.eelcr,  which  was  entirely  consumed ;  a 
j  good  hotel  building,  which  had  been  re- 
j  cendy  much  enlarged  and  imp.^oved  ;  two 
{large  barns,    sheds   and  out-buildings; 
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thence  to  the  shop  of  A.  N.  Goodell,  a 
quick  victim  to  the  flames. 

Only  by  the  untiring  eiTorts  of  the  cit- 
izens, the  fire  was  kept  from  crossing  to 
the  east  side  of  the  street,  and  to  tlie  new 
dwelling  of  Z.  G.  Pierce,  just  south  of  the 
hotel.  This  fire  was  a  severe  loss  to  the 
village.  It  has  not  yet  fully  recovered 
from  its  effects,  and  the  hotel  has  not  been 
replaced. 

KKMAKKAr.LE  PRESERVATION'. 
HV  I.  D.  DWINEM.. 

In  the  year  1866,  the  months  of  Aug. 
and  Sept.  were  marked  for  the  unusual 
amount  of  rain  which  fell  "  in  these  parts/' 
which,  culminating  about  the  2istof  vSept., 
we  were  disposed  to  call  it  the  line  storm. 
The  falling  torrents  had  raised  the  trib- 
utary streams  and  Kingsbury  branch  to  a 
flood  of  nishing  waters.  Rev.  Mr.  Lis- 
coinbe,  a  Methodist  minister,  who  with 
his  family  sojourned  with  us  6  months, 
preaching  occa-sionally  (as  oppoitunity  al- 
lowed)'tl>e  morning  of  the  22d,  was  stand- 
ing on  the  center  of  the  fij-ot-bridge  at  the 
head  of  Moscow  falls,  viev^ing  the  great 
rush  of  water,  when  the  upper  dam  par- 
tially gave  wa\-,  and  the  bridge  started. 
He  gave  one  leap  up  stream,  and  bridge 


and  man  went  over  the  falls,  a  distance  of 
300  feet — 75  feet  perpendicular — over  three 
dams  ;  and  for  a  wonder  to  everybody,  he 
came  out  alive,  bearing  cuts  and  bruises,  ! 

but  not  seriously  injured;  ^lining,  how- |  g^'.  L^'^f^^j.  ^1^^^.^^.^^.^}^ 
ever,  his  overcoat  and  losing  his  hat. 


IVarcc,  who  died  July  25,  1879,  ^g^'<^  ^^-^ 
years. 

LONGEVITY  OF  CALAIS. 

BY  AMASA  TL'CKKU,  AC.KI)  75. 

Persons  decca-.ed  in  town  who  were  70 
years  of  age  and  over  : 

Darius  Sla}'ton,  aged  90  years;  Amasa 
Tucker,  90;  Reuben  D.  Waters,  91  ;  Wel- 
come Ainsworth,  91  ;  Luther  Ainsworth, 
8S  ;  Lyman  Daggett,  95  ;  Howe  Wheeler, 
92  ;  George  Ide,  93;  Gideon  Ilicks,  Jr., 
95  ;  James  Nelson,  93 :  Reuben  Wilbur, 
94  ;  Stephen  Hall,  92  ;  Barnabas  Doty,  92  ; 
Squire  Jennings,  77  ;  Jarcd  Wheelock, 
87  ;  I'ardon  Janes,  82  ;  John  White,  89 ; 
Asahel  Pearce,  87;  Alonzo  Pearce,  80; 
}5cnjamin  Gray,  82  ;  Jonathan  Tucker,  83  ; 
Asa  George,  82 ;  Thomas  Stanton,  83 ; 
Ezckiel  Sloan.  88;  John  Martin,  Jr.,  86; 
Aaron  Bailey,  over  80;  Edmond  Willis, 
over  80  ;  Daniel  Young,  86 ;  Bachus  Pearce, 
87  ;  Samuel  Fay,  83  ;  Samuel  Mackus,  88  ; 
Thomas  Cole,  85  ;  Gideon  Hicks,  Sr.,  75  ; 
Israel  Dwinell,  88;  Abijah  Wheelock,  82; 
Asahel  Pearce,  S7 ;  Nathan  Bancroft,  82: 
Samuel  Robinson,  85;  Jabez  Mower,  84; 
Jonathan  Pray.  81  ;  Ebenezer  Cox,  81  ; 
Mason  Wheeler,  81;  Joseph  Brown,  82; 
Remember  Kent,  80;  Remember  Kent, 
Jr.,  81  ;  Luther  Morse,  82  ;  Calvin  Caliier, 
82;  Welcome  Wheelock,  80;  Thos.  Hatii- 
I  away,  84  ;  Samuel  Fuller,  84  ;  Joshua  lUiss, 
84  ;  John  Martin,  84  ;  Jonathan  Dudley, 
:  Joshua  Lilley, 


88;  Gideon  Wheelock,  80;  Jason  Marsh, 
Oct.  28,  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon  I  So;  Abram  Hawkins,  83  ;  Bucklin  Slayton, 
here,  and  the  Monday  following,  started  |  80;  Willard  Rideout,  86;  Elijah  Nye,  87; 
with  his  family  for  Wisconsin;  not  with- 1  Sabin  Ainsworth,  76  ;  Edmund  Willis,  86; 
out  getting  a  new  hat  and  coat  and  about  i  Moses  Ainsworth  ;  —  Jacob  Ainsworth, 

85;  Mercy  Ainsworth,  86;  Jason  Marsh, 
80;  Amos  Jennings,  82;  Daniel  Young, 
86 ;  David  Thayer,  80 ;  David  Daggett, 
80  ;  Sylvester  Jennings,  82  ;  Edia  Fair,  80  ; 
....w.,  c. ,  Beniah  Short,  73  ;  John  Eddy,  76 ;  Klias 
graduate  of  Tufts  College  in  1880,  who  |  Smith,  70;  Aaron  Lamb,  75;  Natlian 
tuight  our  district  school,  in  the  winter  of  j  Parker,  71  ;  John  White,  Jr.,  78  ;  Geo.  W. 
1S81  ;  Harley  Nelson  Pearce,  who  at  the  |  Foster,  70;  Chas.  Dudley.  76;  John  Eni- 
time  of  his  birth,  March,  1855,  had  twelve  \  erson,  75  :  Willard  Bugbee,  79  ;  John  Dick- 
living  grand-parents,  si.x  on  his  father's,  i  erson,  70;  Noah  Pearce,  74;  Jacob  P2aton, 
and  six  on  his  mother's  side.  The  latest  |  Sr.,  77  :  Chas.  Slayton,  71  :  Chancy  Spauld- 
was  Judge  Alonzo  ing,  70;  Jessa  Slayton,  78;  Simeon  Slay- 


?'5o  as  a  parting  gift.  His  daughter,  who 
came  here  a  widow  of  seventeen,  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  26  to  HenryGoodell,  one  of  our 
young  townsmen. 

East  Calais  boasts  of  a  vounc:  man,  a 
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ton,  77;  Seth  Done,  71;  Shubael  Short, 
79  :  I'hineas  Goodnough,  74  :  l^ucklin  Slay- 
ton,  80  ;  John  Cochran,  74  ;  Brilian  Whee- 
lock,  72;  Silas  Wheclock,  70;  Rev.  V.  G. 
Wheclock,  71  ;  Stephen  Pearce,  74;  Noah 
Clark,  75  ;  Nehemiah  Merritt,  73  ;  Aaron 
Lilley,  74  ;  Thomas  Foster,  76 ;  Frederick 
Bliss,  77  ;  Jeremiah  Gumming?,  76;  Perez 
Wheclock,  76;  Asa  Wheclock,  75;  David 
Fair,  79  ;  Squire  Jennings,  78 :  Aaron 
Wheeler,  78;  Adams  White,  71  ;  Reuben 
Pray,  72  ;  Thomas  Pray,  75  :  Jesse  White, 
74;  Horace  Ainsworth,  70;  Hosea  Ellis, 
77  ;  Nathaniel  Hersey,  78  ;  R,  W.  Tobey, 
73 ;  Caleb  Bliss,  79 ;  Sabin  AinsAvorth ; 
Jonas  Hall,  73 ;  Isaac  Wells,  73  ;  Stephen 
Martin,  76  ;  Ezckiel  Kent,  73  ;  LewisWood, 
77  ;  Ezekiel  Burnhajn  :  Vv  iliian\  Biaice  ; 
Joshua  Bliss  ;  Peter  Nelson  ;  Wm.  Abbott : 
Bcnj.  Bancroft ;  Salem  Wheclock;  Amos 
Wheclock;  Vial  A.  Bliss,  73;  John  J. 
Willard ;  Caleb  Mitchell  ;  Lemuel  Perry, 
77  ;  Jed'ah  Fay :  Sally  Lamb,  95;  Rachel 
■Bliss7  93;  Esther  Kendall,  93;  Sarah  Os- 
good, 93;  Sarah  Wood.  91  ;  Amy  M.  A. 
Wheeler,  gi  ;  Mrs.  Jas.  Nelson,  91  ;  Nancy 
Weight,  93  ;  Mercy  Willis,  94  :  Polly  janes, 
80;  Margaret  Ainsworth,  93;  Julia  John- 
son, 90;  Polly  Wheclock,  85;  Hannah 
Haskell,  80;  Grace  Jennings.  79;  Polly 
Kent,  76:  Elvira  Vvhiie,  74:  Alfrida 
White,  73  ;  Mary  Curtis,  73  ;  Almira  Bliss, 
73;  Cathe -ine  Robinson,  74;  Charity 
Mower;  Mary  Jarvis,  72:  Polly  Marsh; 
Sally  Wheclock,  77  ;  Nancy  Hall,  73  ;  Car- 
oline Wright,  77;  Phcbe  Bancroft,  74; 
Mrs.  Joseph  Brown :  Mrs,  Rutus  Green; 
Sally  Marsh,  77;  Eliza  Nye,  77;  Sarah 
Mitchell;  Lucy  Ainsworth,  75;  Polly  Fay. 
72;  Klanor  Doane  ;  Rachel  Robinson,  78; 
Polly  Janes,  79;  Jane  Hathaway,  74;  Sally 
White,  73 ;  Hannah  Guernsey,  79 ;  I'olly 
Haskell,  79 ;  Relief  Eddy,  72 ;  Emeline 
Cole,  71;  Lydia  Gray,  7S ;  Betsey  Stan- 
ton, 70;  Catherine  White,  71;  Rowena 
Wheclock,  70  ;  Polly  Dudley,  78  ;  Joanna 
Smith,  79;  Jerusha  P^merson,  72;  Jerusha 
Sloan,  78;  Lydia  Eaton,  75  ;  Amy  Parker, 
77  ;  Deborah  Slay  ton,  75  :  Betsey  Slay  ton, 
72  ;  Cynthia  Wheclock,  over  70 ;  Eleanor 
Done;  Hannah  Jennings,  over  70;  Mary 
Short,  79 ;  Roba  Pierce,  over  70 ;  Sally 


Cochran,  77  ;  Cyrena  McKnight, 73  ;  Rachel 
Reed,  76;  Hannah  Turner,  71;  Rebecca 
Mackus,  77  ;  Mercy  Cole,  78  ;  Sally  Hicks, 
74;  Phila  Dwinell,  71  :  Polly  Gilman,  73; 
Mrs.  Johnson,  over  So;  Widow  Brown; 
Mrs.  Samuel  Robinson,  84;  Lucy  Ains- 
worth, 72;  Alfrida  Leonard,  80 ;  Lydia 
Eaton,  70;  Plannah  Bliss,  over  70  ;  Azu- 
bah  Tucker,  87  ;  Hannah  Ainsworth  Per- 
ry, over  80  ;  Sally  Tucker,  over  70  ;  Phila 
Hathaway,  82. 

Mrs.  Esther  Kendall  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Osgood,  aged  93,  were  twin  sisters,  and 
died  within  about  two  months  of  each 
other. 

OLD  ^PEOPLE  OF  CALAIS 

now  living,  over  70  years  of  age,  July,  1881  : 
Salem  Goodnough,  82 ;  Aaron  Tucker, 
86;  Hosea  Brown,  81:  Joseph  Whiting, 
82;  Kelso  Gray;  P'lijah  S.  Jennings,  81  ; 
Henry  Sumner,  80  ;  Jacob  Eaton,  80  ;  E.  C. 
M'Loud;  John  Robinson;  Rachel  I'ucker, 
81  ;  Risi)ah  Cox,  81  ;  Lucy  Kent,  81  ;  Mary 
Abbott,  86 ;  Sarah  Ormsbee,  83 ;  Polly 
Foster ;  Avis  Alden,  80;  Ira  Ellis,  Ardin 
Martin,  Ira  Kent,  Abdicl  Kent,  George 
Kent,  Plarvey  Ainsworth,  Orin  Davis, 
Willard  Nourse,  Joseph  I'ersons,  James  S. 
Daggett ;  Amasa  Tucker,  75  ;  Caleb  Bliss, 
Jerra  Slayton,  Isaac  Davis,  Chas.  B. 
Marsh,  Alonzo  Stowe,  Thos.  J.  Ormsbee, 
Thos.  J.  Porter,  Jacob  White,  Jonas  G. 
Onnsbee,  Mason  W.  Wright;  Lemuel 
Pony,  75;  Henry  Fay,  Quincy  A.  Wood, 
]>enjamin  King ;  Sally  Fuller,  87  ;  Betsey 
Webster,  81  ;  Alary  Morse,  8r  ;  Millicent 
Parker,  87;  Sarah  Mann;  Rhoda  Goodell, 
83  ;  Deborah  D.  Little,  Mehitable  Kent, 
Sarali  liancroft,  Louisa  Bliss,  Ruth  Mer- 
ritt,  Chloe  Guernsey  ;  Mary  Cochran,  74; 
Saralina  Fay,  Polly  Martin,  Polly  Pierce, 
Susan  ^V'ells,  Polly  Sumner,  Fanny  Thayer, 
Harriet  Bruce,  Caroline  WTight,  Eliza 
Stowe,  Rowe,  P.  S.,  S.  F.  Jones,  Berthana 
Hockett,  Lydia  Brovv-n ;  Lucy  Hammond, 
73  ;  Lydia  Slayton,  70  ;  Betsey  Martin,  72  ; 
Marl'la  Perry,  73. 

Sixteen  persons  have  committed  suicide 
in  town,  and  6  persons  out  of  the  town 
who  formerly  lived  here. 

There  have  been  14  saw-mills  in  town, 
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8  grist-mills,  2  potashcrics,  7  distilleries 
aiul  10  cider-mills. 

[The  town  of  Calais  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont are  indebted  to  our  aged  contributor, 
Mr.  Tucker,  for  the  longest  longevity  list, 
both  of  the  dead  and  living,  received  from 
any  town  yet  in  the  State. — Ed.] 

ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS,  ETC. 
CONTIilUUTED  UY  AI.LEV  MOKSK. 

Joel  Marsh  was  drowned  in  1856,- at  the 
time  he  was  helping  to  roll  a  lot  of  logs 
into  Wheelock  pond,  getting  entangled 
in  them.  1S39,  Nathaniel  Bancroft  was 
drowned  at  Montpelier,  during  the  great 
freshet  of  that  year.  S.  Gains  Ainsworth 
was  killed  by  a  colt  he  was  breaking ;  the 
animal  reared,  and  falling  on  him,  so  in- 
jured him  that  he  died,  185S  or  V;  ;  Nelson 
Mower  was  killed  about  1855,  while  draw- 
ing rails  on  a  lumber  wagon,  one  of  them 
slipping  from  the  a.xles,  striking  one  end 
into  the  ground,  and  cast  back  so  as  to  fall 
upon  his  head,  with  fatal  results. 

June  15,  1873,  Lafayette  Teachout  and 
wife  and  tlieir  little  daughter,  Dell,  about 
6  years  old,  ?vlrs.  Amasa  MacKnight  and 
Miss  Anna  Tobey  were  drowned  in  Whee- 
lock pond.  They,  in  company  with  18 
others,  were  out  for  a  boat-ride,  when  the 
boat  spnmg  a  sudden  leak,  and  filled  and 
sank.  l>y  the  exertions  of  a  few  persons 
who  witnessed  the  teniL>lc  accident,  18 
out  of  the  2}  were  rescued  from  what 
.  seemed  certain  death  for  all. 

1879,  a  son  of  Otis  Cray  was  killed  by 
the  caving  in  of  a  sand-l.)ank,  under  which 
he  was  playing  with  some  schoolmates. 
He  was  about  8  years  old.  James  Jen- 
nings WHS  frozen  to  death  in  1794,  [vSee 
record  by  Mr.  Tobey]  and  9  have  died  in 
town  by  suicide. 

Murders. — Rial  Martin,  a  half-foolish, 
half-crazy  person,  shot  and  killed  Jenner- 
son  Wheelock  and  Lucius  Ains worth, ,  July 
16,  185S,  for  which  crime  he  was  tried  the 
following  year,  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  ; 
but  on  account  of  his  mental  conditions, 
his  sentence  was  changed  to  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  for  life.  He  died  at  Wind- 
sor about  2  years  after  his  sentence.  Royal 
S.  Carr,  murdered  a  half-breed  Indian, 


William  Murcommock,  Dec.  11,  1878,  for 
which  he  was  tried,  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  hung  the  last  Friday  in  Ai)ril, 
i88[,  and  suffered  in  accordance  with  his 
sentence.  These,  it  is  believed  are  all  the 
violent  deaths  that  have  occurred  in  Calais. 

DIPHTHERIA  IN  TEN  DAYS. 

In  one  family,  died,  Aug.  26,  Truman 
Doty,  aged  17  years,  10  months  and  17 
days.  Aug.  31,  Mortimer  D.  Doty,  aged 
12  years,  8  months  and  13  da}  s.  Aug.  31, 
Rinaldo  C.  Doty,  aged  47  years  and  5  days. 
Sept.  4th,  Millard  F.  Doty,  aged  9  years, 
I  month  and  10  days;  four  members  of 
one  family  in  ten  days,  a  father  and  three 
sons  carried  to  the  grave  almost  in  one 
week  ; — and  the  mother  sick  at  the  time  of 
tlieir  death.  Other  instances  very  sad 
might  be  given,  but  this  will  suffice  to 
mark,  we  have  felt  this  scourge,  in  com- 
mon with  so  many  tow  ns  in  the  State,  dur- 
ing the  last  20  years. 

KILLED  IN  BATTLE 

May  5th,  1864,  William  H.  Stowe,  of 
Calais,  aged  25  years.  This  young  man 
was  the  first  in  town  to  respond  to  liis 
country's  call  for  three  years'  men,  and  en- 
!  listed  into  the  Second  Vermont  Regiment, 
of  which  he  continued  a  brtive  and  hon- 
ored membei ,  beloved  and  respected  by 


all  his  comrades 


His  term  of  service 


having  nearly  expired,  he  was  fondly  an- 
ticipating a  speedy  return  home.  J  kit 
instead  of  his  welcome  presence,  came  the 
.sad  intelligence  he  was  shot  in  battle  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  day's  terrible 
fighting  in  the  Wilderness.  His  funeral 
was  attended  in  Calais,  on  Sunday,  June 
5th.  A  large  congregation  assembled  to 
testify  their  respect  to  his  memory. 

ERANCIS  WEST  AND  DESCENDANTS. 

In  Jan.  17S7,  Francis  West,  of  Roch- 
ester, Mass.,  bought  the  entire  right  of 
Ebenezer  Allen,  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
Calais,  and  the  next  March  began  clearing 
his  2d  div.  lot,  now  owned  by  Aro  P.  Slay- 
ton.    In  the  summer  of  1788,  he  built  upon 
it,  and  March,  1789,  mo\ed  there,  and 
i  made  it  his  home  while  he  remained  .in 
j  town.    A  deed,  dated  Sept.  1796,  gives 
(  his  residence  as  Monlpelier,  and  in  July, 
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1797,  he  disposed  of  the  last  of  his  h\nd  in 
Calais. 

His  children  bom  in  Calais  ere  :  P^ree- 
man,  b.  Oct.  1789,  the  first  child  born  in 
town,  died  young,  and  was  buried  in  the 
burying-groLind  east  of  Caleb  Bliss' ;  Sarah, 
b.  1 791,  married  Smith  Bennett,  who 
worked  at  tanning  in  Calais  from  1S30 
until  his  death,  in  1S59.  His  wife  died  in 
1842,  and  he  afterward  manied  Maria, 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Polly  (Tobey) 
White;  his  children:  Catherine  Bennett, 
b.  1818,  m.  Forbes  Jones,  resided  in  Calais  ; 
Philip  Sidney  Bennett,  b.  1820,  m.  ist, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Ruth 
Eaton,  and  2d,  Sarah  A  Cochran ;  resides 
in  Calais,  a  successful  farmer.  His  daugh- 
ter Ruth  m.  Murray  A.  Kent. 

Mary  W.  Bennett,  b.  182^;  L.  Austin 
Bennett,  b.  1833,  enlisted  July  21,  1862; 
died  Feb.  19,  1S63. 

AlOSES  STONE. 

In  1788,  Nehemiah  Stone,  of  Charlton, 
Mass.,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Calais, 
deeded  his  2d  div.  lot  (No.  28)  to  his  son, 
Moses  Stone.  The  ne.xt  spring  Moses 
came  to  Calais  with  Abijah  and  Peter 
Wheelock,  and  built  upon  his  lot,  now  the 
J.  \V.  E.  Bliss  farm.  He  returned  to 
Charlton  in  the  fall,  and  the  next  spring, 
1789,  came  back  with  Abijah  Wheelock, 
Saniue)  Twiss,  and  families.  In  Jan.  1794, 
lot  No.  28  vas  deeded  to  Jonas  Comings, 
and  soon  aiter  Stone  left  town. 

SAMUEL  TWISS. 

Samuel  Twiss  and  wife  came  to  Calais 
in  the  spring  of  1789,  and  probably  occu- 
pied the  house  built  by  Moses  Stone  the 
previous  year.  In  company  with  Col. 
Davis,  he  built  the  mills  near  the  center  of 
the  town  in  1793,  and  became  quite  a  land- 
holder in  town,  but  in  1794  or  '5  removed 
to  Coit's  Gore,  now  Waterville,  Vt. 

ROBINSON. 

Capt.  Samuel,  son  of  Josiah  and  Anna 
(Barton),  b.  July  24,  1742,  in  Spencer,  j 
Mass.,  m.  Molly  Hammond,  and  settled  in 
Charlton,  Mass. ;  was  one  of  the  propri- 
etors of  the  town  of  Calais,  and  a  member 
of  the  committee  that  surveyed  the  town  in 
1783  and  '6,  but  did  not  reside  here  until 


1808,  when  he  built  the  house  where  Capt. 
A.  J.  Mower  now  lives,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  Oct.  29,  1S27;  children: 
Joel,  b.  1772;  Anna,  b.  1776,  m.  Col. 
Caleb  Curtis;  Samuel,  b.  1779,  died  un- 
married ;  Lydia,  b.  1783,  taught  school  the' 
summer  of  1801,  in  Remember  Kent's 
barn,  m.  Jacob  Wilson,  and  settled  in 
Spencer,  Mass.,  where  they  reared  a  large 
family.  Their  son  Hazary  P.  resided  some 
20  years  in  Calais;  William,  b.  1785; 
Polly,  b.  1787,  m.  Nathajiiel  Baiicroft; 
James,  b.  1790,  d.  1S14:  Cynthia  and  Sally, 
b.  1793;  Cynthia  d.  1814,  and  was  the 
first  person  buried  in  the  Robinson  burying- 
ground;  Sally  m.  Sherman  Oilman. 

Joel,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  m.  Rachel 
Stevens.  He  came  to  Calais  in  1795,  and 
the  next  year  bought  the  160-acre  lot  N. 
of  Kent's  Corner,  at  tax  sale  for  15  s., 
made  it  his  home  and  died  there,  1832. 
His  wife  died,  1854;  children:  Lydia,  b. 
1797,  m.  Dwight  Marsh:  Eri,  b.  1799, 
died  1803;  John,  b.  1801  ;  Levi,  b.  1803; 
Klon,  b.  1S09;  Hiram,  b.  181 2. 

Isaac,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  m.  Julia 
Harwood,  in  180S,  and  soon  after  settled 
on  the  lot  north  of  his  brother  Joel's, 
where  he  died  July,  1826;  children:  Julia 
M.,  b.  1809,  m.  Luke  Stratton ;  Harriet 
H.,  b.  181 1,  m.  Oliver  Mower;  Emeline, 
b.  1815,  died  young;  Samuel  O.,  b.  1816, 
m.  Harriet  (Arnold)  Simpson.  He  learned 
harness-making,  worked  in  Montpelier, 
Albany  and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  in  Boston;' 
in  1872,  bought  the  mills  near  the  center 
of  Calais,  and  has  been  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  since  1876. 

D.  Azro  A.  Buck,  b.  1823,  m.  Josephine 
Burnett ;  settled  in  Columbus,  O.,  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  His  son,  Edward 
Lyon,  b.  1857,  is  a  gradeate  of  ^New  Haven, 
Conn.  Law  vSchool. 

William,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel,  m.  Eunice 
Blashtield,  came  to  Calais  ji8o8,  begarx 
on  Maple  Corner  lot,  and  afterward  lived 
with  his  father.  His  wife  died  1836  and 
about  1840  he  removed  to  Charlton,  Mass. 
Children  :  Adeline  A.,  b.  18 18,  ra.  a  Mr. 
White  of  Charlton.  Mass. ;  Chester  B.,  b. 
1S25,  d.  1S39;  William  H.,  b.  1827,  died 
young. 
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John,  son  of  Joel,  m.  1S2S,  Hannah 
'ra3'lor,  and  bought  soon  after  the  farm 
where  ^\^  G.  Kent  now  lives.  In  1848, 
exchanged  for  a  farm  at  Maple  Corner, 
and  the  same  year  built  the  "  Red  Shop  " 
which  he  and  his  sons  owned  until  1876. 
His  wife  died  185 1,  and  he  m.  Mrs.  Lucy 
(Hodgkins)  Crosier.  His  children  :  Emily 
E.,  b.  1829,  m.  William  H.  SafTord ;  they 
taught  school  some  years  in  Calais,  Mont- 
pelier  and  Strafford ;  in  1854  and  5,  he 
published  the  "Star  of  Vermont"  at 
Northfield ;  was  in  the  printing  house  of 
Houghton  &  Co.  at  Canr\bridge,  Mass., 
some  six  years,  and  since  1866  has  been 
connected  with  the  publishing  house,  now 
Houghton  &  Mifflin,  Boston.  Their  chil- 
dren are  :  Mary  Alida,  b.  184S,  m.  Dr.  \V. 
J.  Clark  of  Miiford,  Mass.  Agnes  E.,  b. 
1852,  m.  Cliarles  E.  White  of  Adams  Ex- 
press Co.  Boston.  William  Leslie,  b. 
1854,  d.  1866.    Lillian  M.,.b.  187 1. 

Edwin  E.,  b.  1S35,  seived  3  years  in  ist 
Jveg't.  Vt.  Sharp-shooters;  v.as  quarter- 
master sergeant  of  the  reg't. ;  since  1864 
has  engaged  in  mechanical  and  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  Lapeer, 
Mich.,  and  since  1S77,  in  Calais;  William 
C,  b.  1S38,  m.  CoralinnE.  Bliss;  resided 
in  Calais  ;  died,  1875  i  daughter,  Ina  Lucy, 
b.  1868. 

Levi,  son  of  Joel,  m.  1832,  Catherine 
Daggett.  ie  bought,  1S30,  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  Julius  S.,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death,  Sept.  1863;  his 
widow  d.  May,  iSSi  ;  children:  Joel  E., 
b.  1834;  sei-ved  in  the  13th  Reg't.  Vt. 
V^ols.,  mustered  out  July  21,  1863,  died 
July  28,  1863,  of  disease  contracted  in  the 
service;  Julius  S.,  b.  1836,  m.  Mary  A. 
Bierce,  who  died  1872,  and  he  m.  Harriet 
L.  (Norris)  Bersons ;  resides  on  his  fath- 
er s  old  farm  ;  children:  IrvinC,  b.  1864; 
Ilda  G.,  b.  1865  ;  Inda  M.,  b.  1867  ;  Lucy 
C.,b.  1878;  Otis  v.,  b.  1838,  d.  1863; 
Mary  C,  b.  1845,  "i.  James  K.  Tobey. 

Eloa,  son  of  Joel,  m.  '1833,  Batience 
'laylor,  who  died  1853,  and  he  m.  Rachel 
A.  Bliss.  He  lived  upon  his  fathers  old 
homestead  until  his  death,  in  1863*  chil- 
dren:   Lenora  G.,  b.  1835,  Martin 


Goodnough ;  Algernon  E.,  b.  1843,  d. 
1863  ;  three  other  children  died  young. 

Hiram,  son  of  Joel,  m.  Julia  Ainsworth, 
who  died  1S60,  and  he  m.  Mrs.  Lovisa 
Hodgden ;  resided  in  Calais,  in  Read- 
ing, Vt.,  and  the  last  few  years  of  his  life 
in  Northern  Vt.  and  Canada;  d.  1876. 
His  daughter,  Minerva  J.,  b.  1S37,  m.  Sol- 
omon K.  Hapgood,  and  resides  in  Read- 
ing. 

ZOETH  TOBEY, 

b.  Sept.  15,  1764,  m.  Sarah  West,  b.  July 
7,  1770,  and  settled  first  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass. ;  removed  to  Wardsboro,  Vt.,  about 
1792.  In  1799,  he  bought  the  farm  in  Calais 
now  {1881)  owned  by  C.  O.  Adams,  built 
upon  it,  and  in  1805,  sold  it,  and  removed 
to  Eastern  New  York.  In  18 10,  he  re- 
turned, and  began  clearing  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Dr.  George  farm,  where  he 
died  Mar.  16,  1812.  The  farm  remained 
in  the  hands  of  his  heirs  until  18 18,  when 
it  was  sold  to  Dr.  John  Gilman.  His 
v.'idow  m.  1st,  Beter  Wheelock,  and  2d, 
John  Gray,  both  of  Calais.  ,  His  children 
were  : 

Elizabeth,  b.  1791,  m.  1814,  David  Dag- 
gett, b.  1778,  in  Charlton,  Mass.,  lived  in 
Calais  and  Montpelicr.  He  d.  1861  ;  she 
in  1862;  children:  Eli,  b.  1815,  died 
young;  Bolly  W.,  b.  1818,  m.  Isaac  Chap- 
man ;  Maria  K.,  b.  1S20,  m.  Thomas  B. 
Muldoon ;  Lyman,  b.  1822,  m.  Mary  E. 
Belding;  Avery  T.,  b.  1824,  m.  Mary  J. 
Corwin ;  David  J.,  b.  i827,m.  Kate  Roddy  ; 
Delia  P.,  b.  1831,  m.  John  R.  Cooley ; 
Lizzie,  b.  1833,  m.  John  M.  Gunnison. 

Mary  and  Keziah  b.  1793;  Mary  died 
young;  Keziah  m.  Isaac  Raise,  resided  in 
Somerset,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y. :  in  1865, 
removed  to  Delaware,  where  she  died. 

Avery,  b.  1796,  m.  Sally  Norton,  and 
settled  at  Russellville,  Crawford  Co.,  111., 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  only  one, 
Sewell,  the  youngest,  is  living. 

Bolly,  b.  1798,  m.  1820,  Alexander 
White,  by  whom  she  had  two  daughters, 
Sarah  Maria,  b.  1822,  Amanda  R.,  b.  1827, 
d.  1S66.  Mr.  White  d.  1828,  and  his 
widow  m.  Jeremiah  Comins,  b-  1787,  in 
Charlton,  Mass.  She  d.  1855,  and  he  in 
1863. 
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Richard  West,  b.  iSoo,  ni. -1822,  Lydia, 
dau.  of  Edward  Tucker,  b.  1S03.    She  d. 
1S44,  arid  he  m.  Hannah  C.  (Dodge) 
Kelton.    His  children  were  :    Delia  Irena, 
b.  1S23,  m.  Thomas  Bell,  reside  at  Hills 
Grove,  R.  I.;  children:  Abbie  W.,  b. 
1856,  and  Arthur  T.,  b.  1864  ;  William  El- 
liott, b.  1S25,  m,  1S53,  Martha  E.  Martin; 
she  d,  1878 ;  he  now  resides  in  Calais ; 
children  :    AnnaC,  b.  1S56,  was  drowned 
in  Wlieelock  pond,  June,  1873  ;  Lydia  M., 
b.  1859;  rhebe  Roxana,  b.  1828,  m.  1854, 
Amos  W.  Eddy,  of  Walden,  Vt.,  where 
they  have  since  resided  ;  children  :  Emma 
L.,  b.  1855,  d.  1S75  ;  ^harcia  .AL,  b.  1857  ; 
Nellie  M.,  b.  1862;  Edmund  W.,  b.  1870; 
Orvis  S.,  b.   1832,  m.   1859,  Nancy  M. 
Hargin,  resides  in  Hammond,  St.  Croix 
Co.,  Vv'is.  ;  children  :    Jennie  D.,  b.  1863  ; 
Alpa  A.,  b.   1S66;    Lena  J.,  b.  1867; 
James  K.,  b.  1845,  m.  1870,  Mary  C.  Rob- 
inson, lives  in  Calais  ;  children  :  Lelia  M., 
b.  1873;  Laura  C,  b.  1875;  Clara  Leone, 
b.  1879.    Richard  W.  was  a  farmer,  hotel- 
keeper,  and  mill-owner  in  Calais,  East 
Montpelier,  and  Walden,  Vt.,  Royalton, 
N.  Y.,  and  Absecon,  N.  J.    He  died  in 
Calais,  May,  1874.    Zoeth  2d,  b.  1803, 
died  young;  Allen,  b.   1805,  m.  Elvira 
Ellis.    He  was  a  successful  farmer,  and 
resided  in  Calais,  d.  1S75;  children:  El- 
bridge  A.,  b.  1847;  Martin  D.,  b.  1S53: 
Elbridge  A.  m.  Kate  Doty,  by  whom  he 
had  a  s  )n,  Allen.    His  wife  died  1879, 
and   he  is  now  practicing   medicine  in 
Warren,  N.  H.    Martin  E.  owns  the  old 
homestead. 

MANUFACTORIES  IX  CALAIS. 

The  proprietors  of  Calais,  June,  1792, 
to  "  encourage  the  building  of  a  corn-mill 
and  saw-mill oflered  200  acres  of  land  to 
any  person  who  would  build  the  same 
within  a  specified  time,  and  in  "Octo- 
ber, 1793,  met  and  accepted*'  both  mills 
which  liad  been  been  built  by  Col.  Jacob 
Davis,  and  Samuel  Twiss.  near  the  centei- 
of  the  town,  the  saw-rnill  on  the  same  spot 
where  the  one  owned  by  S.  O.  Robinson 
now  stands,  and  the  grist-mill  just  below 
it.    These  fust  mills  in  town,  were  bought 


about  1800,  by  Jason  Marsh,  and  run  by 
hini,  and  his  son,  Jason,  more  than  68 
years.  They  passed  into  the  hands  of 
William  White,  who  owned  them  a  brief 
time  ;  sold  to  E.  N.  Morse,  who  sold  to 
S.  O.  Robinson,  in  1872,  present  owner. 
The  situation  of  these  mills  is  good,  and 
had  the  water-power  been  as  good,  no  mills 
in  town  would  ha\e  done  as  much  busi- 
ness ;  but  in  dry  times  tliey  are  without 
sufficient  water,  still  they  have  always  done 
a  remunerative  business,  and  are  in  repair. 

The  demand  for  lumber,  soon  caused 
other  saw-mills  to  be  built;   one  about 
iSoo,  by  Col.  Jacob  Davis  at  the  outlet 
of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Wheelock 
pond,  where  an  excellent  water-power  was 
easily  obtained.  Jason  Marsli,  who  seem- 
ed to  have  a  penchant  for  mill-property, 
which  he    transmitted  to    his  descend- 
ants, bought  this  mill  about  1820,  and  put 
a  run  of  stone  in  a  part  of  the  saw-mill ; 
running  it  a  few  years,  he  sold  to  Gideon 
Wheelock,  who  owned  it  some  years,  sinre 
which  it  has  passed  through  several  hands  ; 
owned  since  1874,  by  H.  O.  Marsh,  who 
has  added  a  sh.op  for  the  manufacture  of 
cofiins  and  caskets,  in  which  he  does  a 
small  business.    The  saw-mill  is  one  of 
the  best  in  town.    Soon  after  the  2d  mill 
the  3d,  by  Peter  Wheelock,  on  the  present 
C.  Bliss  farm,   poor  water-power,  soon 
abandoned.    1803,  Joel  Robinson  built  a 
saw-mill  at  Kent's  Corner,  which  did  fair 
business  for  a  time  ;   now  in  good  repair  ; 
does  a  s  nail   business.      18 11,  Joseph 
lirown  built  a  saw-mill  in  the  Brown  dis- 
trict ;  owned  and  iim  by  the  Browns  about 
30  years;  abandoned.    1S2S,  Isaac  Davis 
built  the  saw-rnill,  Pekin;    nin  about  25 
years;  1834,  Charles  Slayton  built  one; 
not  a  success.     1S24,  Dea.  Joshua  Bliss 
built  the  one,  Jesse  White  rebuilt,  about 
1840  at  the  -outlet  of  Martin  pord,  now 
owned  by  William  Dailey.     1856,  John 
j  Robinson  built  one  at  Maple  Corner.  It 
J  tapered  to  nothing  in  about  15  years, 
i     Grist  Mills  :  About  1820,  Jason  Marsh 
built  one  at  No.  10,  that  he  run  several 
years  ;  sold  to  (jideon  Wheelock,  who  run 
it  10  or  12  years  and  sold  to  John  Rich, 
who  run  it  about  as  long,  when  it  clianged 
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owners  often  till  1874,  wlien  E.  D.  Has- 
kell bought,  enlarged,  and  added  machinery 
for  nianufactaiing  woolen  goods,  and  card- 
ing wool ;  employed  about  6  hands  ;  run 
about  3  years;  failed;  since  it  has  done 
but  little.  1817,  Col.  Curtis  built  a  small 
grist-mill  on  Curtis  i'ond  ;  abandoned  as  a 
mill  in  about  10  years.  1847,  John  Rob- 
inson built  the  red  shop,  machine  shop, 
etc.,  grist-mill ;  the  gi-ist-mill  part  was  of 
small  account ;  the  machine-shop  part  was 
run  by  Nathan  Bancroft  until  1852  ;  since 
used  as  a  general  repair  shop,  etc.,  for  the 
manufacture  oChoise-rakes,  etc.,  owned  by 
L.  A.  Kent. 

WooJ.-CAKDiXG :  Holbrook  &  Waters 
began  here  firsi  on  A.  HaskelTs  present 
farm,  about  1S02  or  "3  ;  and  continued  the 
business  for  a  few  years.  1820,  Jason 
Marsh  put  a  carding-machine  into  his  grist- 
mill that  was  in  operation  8  or  10  years. 
1S27,  E.  C.  and  ira  McLoud  commenced 
here  and  carried  on  cloth-dressing  at  No. 
10  till  1844.  They  charged  from  $1,000 
to  $11 00  a  year;  that  shows  the  looms  of  j 
our  mothers  were  not  idle  ;  they  sold  to 
G.  J.  Slayton  and  Joseph  Andrews,  who 
continued  the  business  sonic  10  or  12 
years,  adding  in  time  the  carding  of  wool ; 
tlie  building  has  since  been  used  fpr 
making  and  repairing  carriages ;  is  now 
occupied  by  Peter  St.  Rock.  Plolbrook  & 
Waters  also  manufactured  wooden  clocks, 
'and  cast  b-  lis  up  to  200  pound's  weight ; 
at  the  same  time  they  carded  wool,  but 
their  business  was  small. 

Distilleries  appeared  in  18 13,  and  in 
a  short  time  increased  to  seven,  and  did  an 
active  business  for  several  years,  but  as 
t!ie  temperance  element  developed  they 
gradually  went  out  of  existence,  and  for 
the  last  half  century  there  has  not  been 
any  liquor  distilled  in  town,  and  there  is 
probably  less  liquor  drank  in  this  town  at 
present,  than  in  any  other  town  in  the 
county. 

Lemuel  Perry  manufactured  potash,  op- 
posite the  Christian  church,  as  early  it  is 
believed  as  iSoo,  for  sonie  10  years,  and 
then  moved  just  below  the  Marsh  mills, 
where  he  continued  the  business  about 
15  years. 


Jonas  Hall  made  axes  and  scythes  in  .a 
small  wa\'  for  a  number  of  years,  and  built 
a  two-story  brick  house  for  which  he  made 
the  brick  ;  the  house  is  well  preserved  ; 
owned  now  by  J.  P.  Laird.  Mr.  Hall 
owned  and  improved  the  saw-mill  near 
his  place  ;  his  manufactures  commenced 
about  1 8 12. 

Boot  and  shoe  ijusiness,  1829,  L  &  A. 
Kent  commenced  this  manufacture  here, 
which  continues  to  the  present  (1881 — See 
Kent  record.)  In  the  early  years  of  this 
business  they  employed  a  dozen  workmen, 
and  run  a  two-horse  team  from  here  to 
Canada  disposing  of  their  goods.  Of  late 
years  the  business  has  declined,  probably 
owing  very  much  to  the  pressure  of  other 
business,  but  it  has  been  of  m.aterial  ben- 
cht  to  this  town,  especially  in  its  earlier 
days. 

Starch-.makixg,  1844. — The  Keni  firm 
above,  in  Company  with  L.  Bancroft,  built 
a  starch  factory,  which  they  run  till  I060, 
making  some  years  80  toris.  Soon  after 
j  Moses  Sheldon  began  to  make  starch  about 
2  miles  below  the  first  company,  but  soon 
gave  up  the  business. 

Carriage-^l-vking  was  begun  here  in 
1840,  at  No.  10,  by  Rial  Ainsworth,  who 
made  cairiages  of  40  ditTerent  kinds  in  a 
year.    His  business  is  much  smaller  now. 

Silk  culture  excited  some  attention 
here,  and  several  parties  about  1830,  en- 
gaged in  it.  It  soon  died  out.  This  vi- 
cinity, or  those  engaged  in  the  business, 
were  not  a.lapted  to  that  industry ;  but 
some  silk  cloth  has  been  manufactured  in 
Calais,  handkerchiefs,  etc. 

There  is  one  literary  society  in  the  town, 
called  the  Calais  Circulating  Library, formed 
in  1S32,  with  33  members;  additions  have 
been  made  nearly, every  year;  the  library 
numbers  now  nearly  800  vols.  There  was 
also  another  library,  started  at  EastCilais, 
10  or  15  years  ago.  It  is  much  smaller, 
but  the  books  are  excellent. 

.  post-office. 

HY  L.  A.  KE>JX,  F.  M. 

The  first  post-office  was  established  in 
town  about  1828,  Gideon  Wheelock  first 
postmaster,  living  at  the  Center,  where  H. 
Bancroft  now  lives ;  Jonas  Hall  was  the 
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next  P.  M. ;  the  office  was  kept  at  the  brick 
house  where  Janies  Laird  now  lives,  from 
1830  to  **49,  when  Ira  Kent  was  made  P. 
M.,  and  the  office  moved  to  Kent's  Corners, 
where  it  has  since  remained,  except  from 
'65  to  -68,  A.  Goodnoiigh  held  the  office  at 
his  house,  where  B.  Wheeler  now  lives, 
B.  P.  White  was  postmaster  from  '68  to 
'73,  when  L.  A.  Kent  succeeded  him,  and 
still  holds  the  appointment.  An  office  was 
created  at  East  Calais  about  1830,  Asa 
Alden  postmaster  till  '57 ;  then  Z.  G. 
Pierce  about  3  years,  J.  H.  Cole  3  years' 
A.  D.  Pearce  8  years,  F.  A.  Dwinell  4 
years,  to  1874,  since  which  time  C.  R. 
Dwinell  has  held  the  office.  In  18S0, 
another  office  was  established  at  North 
Calais,  with  S.  B.  Fair  postmaster.  Of 
the  publications  received  at  the  Calais  of- 
fice there  are  65'  weeklies,  21  monthlies,  i 
daily,  2  semi-weeklies. 

LE'lTEU  OF  STILL.MAN  CHURCHILL, 

sent  to  me  23  years  ago,  inclosing  a  po- 
etical contribution  from  his  wife — Ed. :] 

Mrs.  Churchill  was  born  in  Calais,  Nov. 
29,  1818;  her  maiden  name  was  Marsh. 
She  was  married  to  Stillman  Churchill, 
Esq.,  in  1S41.  She  is  musical  as  v/ell  as 
poetical ;  her  father  (Perry  Marsh),  was  at 
one  time  a  manufacturer  of  the  piano  (in 
Calais.)  She  is  a  lover  of  music  and  a 
skillful  practitioner.  Mr  C.  removed  to 
Stowe,  his  native  town,  in  1845,  and  went 
to  farming,  she  having  the  care  of  a  large 
dairy,' and  making  butter  and  cheese  v/ith 
her  own  h-  nds.  Her  husband  in  1850  and 
'51,  built  the.  Mansfield  House  and  fur- 
nished it  at  an  expense  of  ^^io,ooo,  and  cut 
a  road  to  the  top  of  Mansfield.  Mrs.  C. 
was  the  fii^t  lady  who  ever  rode  on  to  the 
summit  of  the'  same,  when  she  wrote  the 
lines  headed,  Mansfield  Mountain.  She 
now  resides  again  in  Montpelier.  A  short 
sketch,  which  you  may  alter  as  you  please. 

Stillman  churchill. 

Montpelier,  June  21,  1858. 

MANSFIELD  MOUNTAIN. 
A  song  for  tlio  moiintaini,  the  storm-bi-ewinj^  ino'i:i- 
tains, 

Asceiidiiijr  tl;c  In-av!  ii'^.  tl;e  vaultt:d  expanse; 
Tliclr  notches  Hn'l{<or;;os  the  anU:em  prolong'. 
Their  valleys  aivl  woodlands  ciiliance. 


TliCi!  johi  the  hi.ir:i  >:li'>n!=,  O.  v.r.ml  'tis  for  thet; 

That  lip  from  v-  Un  r.aturt.  sc.cii  ixvaus  ari-^c; 
l)r.!nk  «icep  of  its  spirit,  pure,  (Varless  and  free. 

And  let  thy  iriad  nunihors  ascend  to  the  skies. 
With  thoujihtand  with  purpose  as  t;rn),hold,and  strong: 
As  rocks  piled  to  mountains,  send  upward  thy  son^. 


PERSONS  WHO   HAVE  CELEBRATED  THEIR 
GOLDEN  WEDDINGS. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  Wheeler,  72  years ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salem  Goodenough,62  years  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Tucker,  60  years ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Morse.  59  years  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Aaron  WHieeler,  59  years ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Cox,  57  years  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Joseph  Brown,  55  years;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  David  Fair,  56  years;  T.  J.  l^orter, 
51  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asahel  Pearce,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gideon  Flicks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Israel 
Dwinell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Asa  Alden,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dr.  Asa  George,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Aaron  Liimb,  Mr.  and  Afrs.  Alonzo Pearce, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Gray. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Treasurers. — Samuel  Fay  95,  Peter 
Wheelock  96to  98,  Abdiel  l)liss99  to  180 1, 
Oliver  l^almer  1802  to  3,  Joshua  Bliss,  2d, 
1804  to  6,  19  to  21,  Jedcdiah  Fay  1807  to 
9,  Samuel  Danforth  10,  11,  Lemuel  I^erry 
12,  13,  15,  iS,  Levi  W^right  14,  Preserved 
Wright  16,  17,  Caleb  Curtis  22  to  25,  Gid- 
eon Hicks  26  to  47,  Nelson  A.  Chase  48 
to  64,  Alonzo  D.  Pearce  65,  William  White, 
66  to  69,  Marcus  Ide  70  to  75,  Jonas  G. 
Orrnsbee,  June  1S75  to  .Mar.  76,  Samuel 
O.  Robinson  76  to  8t. 

I^IODERATOKS. — Josluui  Bliss95,  9,  180O, 

2,  3,  4,  17,  Jonas  Comius  96,  7,  Jonathan 
PMdy  98,  Gershom  Palmer  iSoi,  7,  8,  9, 
JO,  IT,  Caleb  Curtis  5,  6,  13,  15  to  24, 
Abijah  Wheelock  14,  Caleb  Putnam  25,  6, 
Shubael  Wheeler  27,  Lovel  Kelton  28, 
Pliny  Curtis  29,  30,  i,  3,  4,  7,  8,  40  to  46, 
Nathaniel  Eaton  32,  5,  56,  Asa  George  36, 
9,  47,  55,  8  to  64,  6,  7,  J.  Harvey  Cole  48 
to  52,  Abdiel  Kent  53,  4,  Rufus  P.  Moses 
57,  Albert  Dwinell  65,  9,  70,  i,  2,  4,  6,  7, 
8,80,,  81,  Benjamin  P.  White  68,  James  K. 
Tobey  73,  5,  9. 

Constables. — Jonas  Comins  95  to  97, 
Caleb  Curtis  98,  Aaron  Bliss  99,  Samuel 
Fay  1800,  Jason  Marsh  iSoi  ;  Joshua  Bliss, 
2d,  1802,  Shubael  Shortt  1803,  Abijah 
Wheelock  4  to  6,  Gideon  Wh(;elock  7,  8, 
Medad  Wright  9,  J.  R.  Densmote  10,  n, 
Ona  Kelton  12,  13,  Remember  Kent  13, 
Jedediah  Fay  15  to  17,  Nathan  Kelton  18  to 
22,  James  Morse  23,  25  to  28,  Shubael 
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Wheeler  24,  I'erry  Marsh  29,  30,  Alonzo 
Pcarce  31  to  33,  Ira  McLoud  34  to  37,  Ira 
Kent  38,  Chas.  il.  Marsh  39  to  41,  Enoch 
C.  McLoud  42  to  46,  David  B.  Fay  47  to 
50,  l  utl-ier  Morsc'51  to  53,  J.  V.  R.  Kent 
54,  55,  65,  66,  Alonzo  I).  I'earcc  56,  57, 
67  to  69,  Walter  P.  Slaytoii  58  to  63,  70  to 
74,  Lee  H.  Ijliss  64,  Benjamin  P.  While, 
75  to  Si.  . 

Collectors. — Alonzo  C.  Slayton  6S, 
Smilie  Bancroft  71. 

Selectmen. — Joshua  lUiss  95.  96,  98  to 
1804,  12,  Edward  Tucker  95,  Jonas  Corn- 
ins  95,  97,  Asa  Vv'heelock  96,  Abijah 
Wheclock  96,  97,  1S12,  Oliver  Palmer  97, 
Jonathan  FAdy  98,  Shubael  Shortt  98  to 
1 80 1.  Abdiel  Bliss  99,  Gersham  Palmer 
1800  to  4,  7  to  9,  Peter  Wheelock  2  to  4, 
Caleb  Curtis  5,  6,  15  to  20,  Gideon  Hicks 
5  to  9,*  13,  15  to'  20,  Samuel  Danforth  6, 
Lemuel  Perr\-  7  to  9,  13,  14,  19,  22,  Rufus 
Green  10,  u,  Ebcnezer  Cioodenough  10, 

11,  Levi  \\'ri^dit  10,  11,  Gideon  Wheelock 

12,  21,  Isaac  Kendall  13,  15,  Samuel  Fay 
14,  Jcra  V/heelock  14,  Jedediah  Fay  16,  17, 
Aaron  Lamb  iS,  Preserved  Wright  20,  21, 
David  G.  Sheple  21,  Joshua  Bliss,  2d,  22, 
Caleb  Putnam  22  to  26,  Lovel  Kelton  23,36, 
Medad  Wright  23,  24,  Pardon  Janes  24,  25, 
27 A\'elcome  Wheclock  25,  26,  37,  38,  Shu- 
bael Wheeler  26.  27,  Jonas  Hall  27,  28,  30, 
Alonzo  Pearce  28  to  30,  William  Robinson 
28,  29,  Oliver  Merritt  29,  Jesse  White  30, 
32,  33.  49,  50,  Pliny  Curtis  31,  32,  Nelson 
A.  Chase  31,  32,  42,  43,  45  to  47,  Charles 
Sibley  31,  Joseph  Blanchard  33,  34,  48, 
Asa  Alden  33.  34.  47,  49,  50,  Charles 
Dudley  34,  35,  43,  44,  Richard  W.  Tobey 
35'  3^'  39»  Alonzo  I'earce  35,  Samuel  Rich 
36,  Joseph  Lance  37,  38,  39,  Israel  Dwin- 
ell  37,  38,  John  White  39,  40,  J.  Harvey 
Cole  40,  41,  53,  54,  Lewis  Wood  40,  41, 

47,  48,  61,  62,  68,  69,  Abdiel  Kent  41,  42, 
44  to  46,  66,  67,  Chester  Bugbee  42,  43, 

48,  49,  55,  56,  57,  73,  Stephen  Pearce  44 
to  46,  Rufus  P.  Moses  50,  51,  Mason  W. 
Wright  51,  52,  Alfred  P.  Hicks  51,  52,  55, 
56,  64,  65,  67,  70,  71,  72,  Jonas  G.  Orms- 
bee  52,  53,  Allen  Tobey  53,  54,  John  V. 
R.  Kent  54,  55,  58,  59,  65,  John  Morse 
56,  John  Rich  57,  William  S.  Oreutt  57, 


59,  60,  61,  66,  68,  69,  Charles  !>.  Marsh 
58,  Sidney  H.  Foster  58,  59,  60,  Zephani.di 
G.  Pierce  60,  61,  62,  77,  78,  9,  Alonzo  M. 
I'oster  62,  63,  Ezekiel  Kent  63,  64,  Ira  S. 
Dwinell  63,  William  White  64,  68,  69,  74, 
75)  7S,  79,  80,  Albert  Dwinell  65,  Benja- 
min P.  White. 66,  67,  70,  71,  72,  \Valter 
P.  Slayton  70  to  74,  77,  8o,  J.  Warren- 
Leonard  73,  75,  76,  80,  Si,  Andrew  Has- 
kell, 74,  Samuel  O.  Robinson  75,  James 
K.  Tobey  76,  81,  Lemuel  M.  Gate  76,  81, 
Orson  Putnam  77,  78,  9. 

Listers.- — Jedediah  Fay  95,  98,  99, 
1813,  Abijah  W^heelock95,  1805,  11,  Aaron 
liliss  95,  1805,  Samuel  Fay  96,  99,  1801, 
2,  3>  ^3'  ^5'  ^^9'  Jonas  Comins  96,  1S03, 
Goddard  WHieelock  96,  Ciersham  Palmer 

97,  1806,  Gideon  Wheelock  97,  iSc2,  15, 
16,  Jonathan  Tucker  97,  1809,  Sinion  Davis 

98,  Levi  Wright  98,  looi,  12,44,  45,1'hin- 
cas  Davis  99,  1801,  5,  Joshua  Lilley  1800, 
Elnathan  Hathaway  1800,  2,  3,  Peter 
Wheelock  iSoo,  Jonathan  Eddy  1800,  Caleb 
Curtis  1800,  2,  8,  9,  10,  18.21,  22,  24,  25, 
32,  Daniel  Carpenter  1801,  James  Gin- 
nings  1801,  3,  Edward  Tucker  1802,  Rufus 
Green  1803,  Lemuel  Perry  1803,  4,  19, 
Ebcnezer  Goodnough  1804,  Alpheus  Bliss 
1804,  Remember  PCent  6,  7,  Noah  C.  Clark 
6,  7,  Oliver  Palmer  7,  Joshua  Bliss  8,  11, 
Samuel  Danforth  8,  Isaac  Kendall  9,  Joh.n 
R.  Densmore  10,  12,  13,  15,  Gideon  Hicks 
10,  II,  14,  6,  17,  18,  20,  23,  27,  32,  33, 
37,  Aaron  Lr.mb  1812,  Ephraim  Ladd  14. 
Joel  Robinson  14,  17,  20,  23,  26,  Joshua 
Bliss,  2d,  16,  Caleb  B.  Mitchell  17,  Pre- 
served Wright  18,  Nathan  B.  Spaulding 
19,  Benjamin  Page  20,  Caleb  Putnam  21, 
Isaac  Davis  21,  23,  Israel  Dwinell  22,  24, 
Oliver  Shipley  22,  Lovel  Kelton  24,  25,  27, 

28,  31,  32,  33,  Shubael  Wheeler  25,  28, 

29,  30,  David  (}.  Shipley  26,  Lenmel  Bliss 
26,  Welcome  Wheelock  27,  30,  Jabez 
Mower  28,  Nelson  A.  Chase  29,  30,  34,  65, 
Pliny  Curtis  29,  39,  40,  Oliver  Mower  31, 
Pardon  Janes  31,  Abdiel  Kent  33,  34,  37, 
42,  43,  47,  Nathaniel  Eaton  34,  35,  42,43, 
44,  52,  Lewis  Wood  35,  36,  38,  44,  45, 
Enoch  C.  McLoud  35,  36,  38,  39,  40, 
Charles  Sibley  36,  Alonzo  Pearce  37,  52, 
John  Walbridge  38,  39,  Silas  W'heelock 
40,  56,  Charles  Dudley  41,  46,  47,  50,  51, 
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Alfred  P.  Hicks  41,  43,  50,  Richard  W. 
Tol)ey4i,  Joseph  Lance  42,  Elias  Smitli 
45,  46,  64,  73,  76,  Ezekiel  Kent  46,  57, 
59,  60,  61.  62,  70,  71,  J.  Harvey  Cole  47, 
59,  60,  J.  \V.  E.  };]iss  48,  Charles  vStevens 
48,  49,  John  Rich  48,  49,  53,  54,  A'lcn  ! 
Tobcy  49,  50,  51,  52,  55,  66,  74,  Joseph 
W.  Pierce  51,  57,  58,  J.  V.  R.  Kent  53, 
Ira  S.  Dwinell  53,  54,  55,  J.  O.  A.  Allen 
54.  Jesse  White  55,  56,  Levi  G.  Dv.incl! 
56,  W'liliain  White  57,  59,  Loam  Hath- 
away 58,  Jacob  Eaton  58,  Chester  Bugbee 
60  to  63,  65,  68,  70,  71,  J.  Warren  Leon- 
ard 61  to  63,  I.  Rich  Kent  63  to  65,  Lem- 
uel M.  Cate  64,  67,  Charles  French  66,  67, 
Leu'ls  Bancroft  66,  67,  68,  John  Morse 68, 
Alfred  P.  Wheelock  69,  Walter  P.  Slay- 
ton  69,  John  O.  Ha>:;ell  60,  Charles  B. 
Marsh  70,  71,  James  K.  Tobey  72,  73, 
Andrew  Haskell  72,  75,  76,  81,  Alon/o  C. 
Slayion  72,  J.  P.  Carncs  73,  74,  78,  81, 
Albert  DwincU  74,  75,  78.  Alpheus  S.  Bliss 
75,  76,  9,  Henry  C.  Wells  77,  81,  Jerome 
N.  lUiss  77,  80,  Harry  A.  Morse  77,  78, 
80,  Albert  C.  George  79,  Isaac  Davis  79, 
Willard  Bugbee  80. 

SurERiXTENDEXT  OF  Soiooi-S.— Na- 
thaniel Eaton  46,  Nelson  A.  Chase  46,  7, 
50,  6,  7,  60,  Lester  Warren  46,  9,  51, 
Henry  Slayton  48,  Asa  George  52,  Silas 
Wheelock  53,  Sidney  H.  Foster  54,  5, 
Benjamin  P.  White  58,  9.  61,  2,  Lee  H. 
Bliss  63,  4,  J.  Heiiry  McLoud  65,  6,  8, 
Marcus  Ide  67,  Frank  A.  Dwinell  69,  M. 
S.  Hathaway  70,  i,  2,  4,  5,  6,  7,  81,  Geo. 
H.  Gray  73,  8,  W.  W.  Ainsworth  79,  80. 

Delegates  to  Constitutional  Con- 
ventions.—Samuel  Fay  14,  Benjamin  Page 
22,  Thomas  Cole  20,  Shubael  Wheeler  36, 
Nelson  A.  Ch.ase  43,  50. 

Justices  of  the  Peace. — Peter  Whee- 
lock 95  to  1805,  Gersham  Palmer  1800  to 
II,  Gideon  Hicks  8  to  49,  Lemuel  Perry 
8  to  18,  22,  30  to  38,  Samuel  Fay  14,  Gid- 
eon Wheelock  17  to  30, Nathan  Kelton  iS, 
Caleb  Curtis  18,  20  to  35,  Isa^ic  Davis  21, 
2,  Lovell  Kelton  22,  24  to  37,  Nathaniel 
Eaton  30  to  49,  51,  2,  4,  5,  8,  9,  60,  63, 
Medad  Wright  31  to  34,  Oliver  Mower  31 
to  36,  Shubael  Wheeler  31  to  49,  Jacob 
Tewksbury  33,  4,  7,  8,  9,  40,  Pliny  Curtis 


33<  34,  39  45,  Nelson  A.  Chase  33,  34, 
41  to  55,  Asa  George  33  to  49,  78,  9,'^Ja- 
bez  Mower  33,  34,  37  to  49,  Jos.  Hatch 
34,  Wm.  Robinson  35  to  39,  Jedediah 
Fay  36,  Shubael  Shortt  36,  Abijah  Whee- 
!  lock  36,  Jason  Marsh  36,  Alonzo  Pcarce 

37  to  53,  55,  56,  58  to  60,  62  to 75,  II.  W. 
W.  Miller  38,  E.  C.  McLoud  38  to  49, 
Abdiel  Kent  38  to  54,  62,  Luther  Morse 

38  to  50,  Joseph  Lance  38  to  44,  Richard 
W.  Tobey  40  to  47,  Herman  Bliss  40,  J. 
Harvey  Cole  42,  46  to  49,  54,  57,  Joshua 
M.  Dana  42,  Welcome  Wheelock  42  to  49, 
Charles  Dudley  42  to  49,  Lewis  Wood  46 
to  49,  55  to  57,  61,  Joseph  Blanchard  46 
to  49.,  Alfred  P.  Hicks  47  to  50,  53.  4,  8, 
9,  60,  David  P..  Fay  48,  9,  hkimctt  Palmer 

48,  9,  Rufus  P.  Moses  49  to  57,  Jon;is  Hall 

49.  A.  S.  Nelson  4.9,  John  Mo^se  4.9,  62 
to  67,  Tilnus  Hathaway  49,  52  to  61,  Jonas 
G.  Ormsbee  49,  Ira  S.  Dwinell  49^  76,  77, 

80,  81,  James  S.  Gray  49,  Lemuel  Perry 
Jr.,  .^9,  John  Rich  50  to  54,  E.  A.  Hath- 
away 51,  H.  K.  Slayton  55  to  62,  Charles 
B.  Marsh  56,  7,  Sidney  H.  Foster  56,  72, 

3,  J.  V.  R.  Kent  57  to  69,  76,  7,  Charles 
S.  Bennett  58  to  60,  62  to  73,  Chester 
P.ugbee6i,  William  AV'hite  61,  2,  Lee  H. 
Bliss  62,  Alonzo  M.  Foster  63  to  65,  J. 
Warren  Leonard  63  to  69,  George  J.  Slay- 
ton 64,  5,  Walter  P.  Slayton  66  to  77,  80, 

81,  Edwin  D.  Haskell  66,  67,  69  to  71, 
S.  S.  Macomber68  to  77,  Otis  Slayton 68, 
Ikmjamin  P.  W'  ite  70  to  73,  P^lias  Smith 
70,  71,  78,  9,  Benjamin' Wheeler  72,  3,  S. 
O,  Robinson  74,  5,  James  K.  Tobey  74, 
75»  78,  9,  Orson  Putnam  74  to  77,  80,  81, 
M.  S.  Hathaway  74,  75,  78,  9,  Shubael  B. 
Fair  76,  7,  80,  £1,  Henry  C.  W\dls  76,  7, 
J.  P.  Carnes  78,  9,  Alpheus  S.  Bliss,  78, 
9,  Herman  O.  3Iarsh  78,  9,  W.  W.  Ains- 
worth 80,  8 1 ,  Harry  A.  Morse  80,  8 1 ,  Chas. 
French  80,  81. 

Representatives. --Peter  Wheelock  95 
to  99,  Abdiel  Bliss  1800,  i,  Joshua  Bliss  2, 
Gersham  Palmer  3,  5  to  10,  Lemuel  Perry 

4,  Gideon  Wheelock  12,  13,  17,  21,  SamT 
Fay  14,  Benjamin  Page  15,  16,  22,  Caleb 
Curtis  18  to  20,  Lovel  Kelton  23  to  25,  27, 
David  G.  Shipley  26,  Pardon  Janes  28  to 
31,  Shubael  Wheeler  33,  34,  47,  I'liny 
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Curds  35,  36,  Joseph  Lance  37,  38,  Alonzo 
Pearce  39,  40,  Abdiel  Kent  41,  42,  Chas. 
Dudley  43,  44,  Nelson  A.  Chase  45,  46, 
Enoch  C.  McLoud  48,  49,  David  IL  Fay 


1800,  I  a.,  $28.25,  Sabhi,  1797,  4  a.,  $3.50  ; 
Alvord,  Isaac  1801,  $26.50,  Stephen, 
1797,6  a.,  $57;  I>liss,  Aaron  1795,6  a., 
b.  $250,  $62,  Abdiel,  1798,30  a.,  b.  $400, 


50,  Rufus  P.  Moses  51,  52,  F:benezer  S.   $148.50,  Alpheus,   1799,   1800,  b.  $300, 


Dcmming  53,  Asa  Geor2:e,  54,  55,  Lester 
Warren  56,  57,  Hiram  K.  Slayton  58,  59, 
Albert  Dwinell  60,  61,  John  V.  R.  Kent, 
62,  63,  Alonzo  M.  Foster  64,  65,  Sidney 
H.  Foster  66,  67,  Ira  A.  Morse  68,  69, 
Walter  P.  Slayton  72.  73.  James  K.  Tobey 
74,  75,  Erasmus  L.  Burnap  76,  77,  Benja- 
min P.  White  78,  79.  J.  Warren  Leonard 
80,81. 

State  Senwtors.— Nathaniel  Eaton  40, 
41,  Albert  Dwinell  78,  79,  80,  81. 

Assistant  Judges  of  County  Court.— 
Shubael  Wheeler  27  to  30,  Pliny  Curtis  37, 
8,  Alonzo  Pearce. 

Judge  of  Probate. — Gershani  Palmer 
10,  Nelson  A.  Ch.ase  68,  69. 

Sheriff. — Alonzo  D.  Pearce  70. 

Clerk  of  County  Court. — Shubael 
Wheeler  45  to  S,  50  to  — 

GRAND  list. 

The  list  for  the  year  1795  was  501, 


$72.50,  Caleb,  1800,  $58,  David,  1797,  7 
a.,  b.  $150,  $88.25,  Frederick,  1795,  10  a., 
$90.50,  Joshua,  1795,  15  a.,  $115.75; 
Joshua  2d.,  179S,  17  a.,  $124.75,  Noah, 
1798,4  a.,  $70;  Beckwith,  Joshua  1800, 
$40  ;  Carpenter,  Daniel  1800,  b.  $300,  $59  ; 
Clark,  Noah  L.  1797,  5  a.,  b.  $100,  $63.75  ;  ■ 
Comings,  Jonas  1795,5  a.,  b.  $200,  $65.75  ; 
Curtis,  Caleb  1798,  3  a.,  b.  $250,  $76.75; 
Daggett,  David  177S,  $26.50;  Danforth, 
Samuel  iSoo,  $40;  Davis,  SiLxs  1801,  $20, 
Simeon,  1795,  8  a.,  $54,  Phineas,  1797,  8 
a.,  b.  $250,  $73.50  ;  Dickenson,  John  1798, 
$20;  Doane,  Elisha  1797,  $33;  Eddy, 
Edmund  1800,  b,  $100,  $27,  Jonathan, 
1797,  $31.50;  Emerson,  John  1797,  3  a., 
$63.25;  P\ay,  Jedediah  1795,  5  a.,  $65.25, 
Samuel,  1795.  6  a.,  $70.50;  Ginnings, 
Amos  1795,  7  a.,  $88.75,  James,  1795.  5 
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Goodell,  David  1795,  4  a. 


$53.25  ;  Goodenough,  fibenezer  1797,  9  a., 
$116.75;  Green,  Rufus  1797,  la.,  $49.75; 

Hatha- 


r    r  00  'iM    r   *  ^  Haskcll,  Moses  17Q5,  2  a.,  $56.50 

los;  1796, /788,  los.     I  he  first  general  !  '^^        '  , 

'  wav,  Asa  1800,  10  a.,  $37.50,  E.lnathan. 


list  under  the  act  of  March  20,  1797,  is  I 

recorded:  61  polls  at  $20,  $1220;  174^ 

acres  improved  land  at  $1.75  per  acre, 

*'305-37l  other  property  and  assessments, 

$1670.38,  total,  $3195.75.    1798,  67  polls, 

191  acres,  $2142.73,  personal,  total,  $3,- 
o  /■  n  c<  c  !  rnon  1796,  6  a,,  $48.50;  Kendall,  Isaac 

816.72  ;  1799,  72polls,  312  acres,  $2702.06,  j  .o^l.. 

personal,  total,  $4689.37  ;  1800,  80  polls, 
400  acres,  $39.50  houses,  $2750.50,  person- 
al, total,  $5090.00. 


1796,  5  a.,  $75.25,  Silas,  1797,  5  a., 
b.  $150,  $43.25,  Thomas,  1797,  2  a,,  $55  : 
Hicks,  Gideon,  1800,  3  a.,  $38.75,  Jolin, 
1801,  $26.50;  Ilowland,  Polly,  widow  of 
Abraham,  1795,  3  a.,  $11.75  :  J^^^es,  Solo- 


For  valuations,  etc.,  upon  which  these 
and  the  following  list  are  based,  see  sum- 
mary of  list  for  18 1 2. 

GRAND  list  OF  180I. 

The  nrst  complete  list  now  on  file.  The 
date  ne.xt  the  name  signifies  the  year  of 
.settlement,  or  near  as  can  be  ascertained  ; 

a.  signifies  acre  or  acres  of  improved  land  ; 

b.  and  figures  following,  appraisal  of  the 
buildings:  cash  figures  alone,  the  whoW 
amount  of  list : 

Wm,  Abbott,  1799  or  1800,  $20;  Ains- 
worth,  Moses  1797,  $6.50;  Reuben,  1799, 


1798  or  1800,  5  a.,  $86.75  i  Kent,  Remem- 
ber, 1798,  8  a.,  $60;  Kinney,  Stephen 
1801,  $26.50  ;  Lamb,  Aaron  1789,  b.  $125, 
$55.50,  Jacob,  1801,  $33.40;  Leb.aron, 
Francis  "1795,  2  a.,  $30;  Lilley,  Joshua 
1797,  10  a.,  $145.50;  Merritt,  Job  iSoo, 
$53,  Nehemiah,  1800,  b.  $150,  $29.50, 
Oliver,  1801,  $20;  Marsh,  Jason  iSoo, 
$38.50;  Mitchel,  Caleb  B.  1798,  10, a., 
$40;  Nichols,  Ezra  1801,  $20;  Ormsbee, 
Nathaniel  1800,  $20;  Palmer,  Gershom, 
1797,  6  a.,  $103,  Oliver,  1796,  10  a.,  $97; 
Pearce,  Asahel  1795,  6  a.,  $81 .50,  I'.ackus, 
1795,  4  a.,  $75-5o>  Noah,  1795,  $51.50, 
Stephen,  1801,  $20;  Perry,  Lenuiel  1800, 
$57.50  ;  Pope,  Winslow  1797,  $26.50;  Rich, 
Samuel  loa.,  $17.50  ;  Robinson,  Joel  1794, 
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5  a.,  $61.75  ;  Sliortt,  Shubael,  1795,  10  a., 
$95.50;  Slayton,  Jesse  1796,  5  a.,  $68.25, 
Simeon,  1795,  4  a.,  b.  $100,  $60  ;  Steward, 
Ethel  1797,  $26.50:  Thayer,  David  179S, 
$36.50,  David,  Jr.,  1798,  $20;  Tisdale, 
Seth  1801,  4  a..  $7;  Tobey,  Zoath  1799, 
$53;  Tucker,  Amasa  1797,  6  a.,  $73.50, 
David,  1800,  $20,  Edward,  1795,  25  a.,  b. 
$340,  $153.25,  Jonathan,  1797,  10  a.,  b. 
$150,  $102  ;  Wheelock,  Abijah  1795,  10  a., 
$98.50,  Asa,  1795,  9  a.,  $65.25;  Gideon, 
1797,  6  a.,  b.  $400,  $78,  Goddard,  1795, 
9  a.,  $103.75,  Jennison,  1795,  8  a.,  $93.50, 
Peter,  Esq.,  1795,  $76.50,  Salem,  1797, 
$38:  White,  Elijah  1797,  3  a.,  $61.75, 
Samuel,  1797,  3  a.,  $64.75  ?  Wilber,  Hol- 
dcn,  1795,  18  a.,  $104;  Willis,  Edmund 
1797,  $6.50;  Wright,  Levi  1797,  8  a., 
$60.50,  Preserved,  1800,  7  a.,  $53.75; 
Young",  Duncan  1796,  4  a.,  $53.50. 

Names  on  previous  lists  not  on  list  of 
1801  :  L}man  Daggett,  Salmon  Davis, 
John  Crane,  Stephen  Fay,  David  Fuller, 
ikmis  Hamilton,  James  Sprague,  Leonard 
Wheelock. 

New  names  appear  in  the  list  from  year 
to  year,  1802,  Amnsa,  Parley,  Wareham, 
and  Welcome  Ainsworth,  Hannah  Butter- 
field,  Joseph  Ginpings,  Thomas  Haskell, 
Nathan  Janes,  Uriah  Johnson,  George  and 
James  Kelton,  Calvin  Pearce,  Joseph  Perry, 
WilUam  Thayer,  Isaac  Wells,  Medad 
Wright.  1803,  Ezra  IJIiss,  James  Dawson, 
William  Drown,  John  Eddy,  Artemas  Fos- 
ter, Joseph  \V.  Gilman,  John  Martin,  John 
Ware.  1804,  Benjamin  Andrews,  Chester 
Clark,  Isaac  Davis,  Eliphalet  Huntington, 
Enoch  Kelton,  Nathaniel  Ladd,  James 
Short.  1805,  Luther  Ainsworth,  Amasa 
and  John  Bancroft,  Squire  Bullock,  Ethan 
Powers,  Prince  Sears,  Oliver  Shipley, Buck-- 
lin  Slayton,  Amos  Wheelock,  Reubin 
Wilber,  Philip  Vincent.  1806,  Jacob  Ains- 
worth, Benjamin  Bancroft,  Amos  Barnes. 
George  Brown,  John  Goodale,  Phineas 
Goodenough,  Ebenezer  Goodenough,  Jr., 
George  Ide,  Ephraini  Ladd,  Richard  Pitts, 
Jonathan  Pray,  Cyrenus  Shortt.  1807, 
X'ml  Allen,  Thomas  Anderson,  Charles 
VAhs,  Stephen  Bates,  Henry  Fish,  David 
Fuller,  Jr.,  Martin  Gilbert,  Jessa  Holmes, 
Pardon  Janes,  Elijah  Nye,  Stephen  Olm- 


stead,  Samuel  Pratt,  Phineas  Slayton, 
Uriah  Simons,  Reubin  D.  Waters,  Nathan 
Wheeler,  Jared  Wheelock,  Suel  White, 
Daniel  and  John  Young.  i8c8,  Thomas 
Andrews,  Galen  and  Charles  Bliss,  Moses 
lilanchard,  William  Crosby,  Thomas  Fos- 
ter, Abraham  Hawkins,  William  Lougee, 
John  McKenzie,  Samuel,  Isaac  and  Wil- 
liam Robinson,  John  Waugh,  Almond 
Wilber.  1809,  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  John 
R.  Densmore,  Jonathan  Green,  Jonas  Hall, 
Isaac  Hav,kins,  Barnabas  and  Ebenezer 
Kelton,  John  Martin,  Jr.,  Daniel  Nealey, 
Peleg  Redway,  Oliver  Shipley,  Jr.,  Lem- 
uel Tobey,  Isaac  Vincent,  Welcome  W^hee- 
lock. 

The  lists  for  iSio  and  *ii  are  not  pre- 
served. 18 1 2,  Smith  Ainsworth,  George 
and  Ira  Brown,  Isaac  Corey,  Jabez  Carver, 
John  Gate,  John  Chapman,  Salvin  D.  Col- 
lins, Israel  Dwinell,  Gload  Dugar,  Na- 
thaniel Davis,  Jonathan  Eaton,  Luther 
Farnum,  Luke  Fletcher,  Benjamin  Gray, 
Simeon  Gucrn.sey,  Seth  Gary,  Salathiel 
Hammond,  George  Holbrook.  Ona  Kelton, 
William  LeBarron,  William  LeBarron,  Jr., 
Andrew  Nealey,  Bcniah  Shortt,  Henry 
Stone,  David  G.  Shipley. 

GRAND  LIST   RECORD  FOR  l8l2. 

From  1801  there  was  a  steady  increase 
in  valuation  :  80  polls  at  $20,  $1600  ;  1679 
acres  of  improved  land  at  $1.75,  2938; 
houses  assessed  in  the  whole  at  $102  ;  112 
oxen  at  $10,  $1120;   405  cows  and  other 
cattle  of  3-years  old  at  $6.50,  2632.50; 
178  cattle  of  2-years  old  at  $5,  $890;  loi 
horses  of  3-ycars  old,  and  upwards,  at 
$13.50,  $1363.50;    10  of  2-years  old  at 
$6.50, $65;  i6of  i-year  old  at  $3.50,  $56; 
7  house  clocks  at  $10,  $70  ;  3  gold  watches 
at  $10,  $30;    12  common  do.  at  $5,  $60; 
2750  dollars  of  money  on  hand  and  debts 
due,  at  6  per  cent.,  $165  ;    i  practitioner 
assessed  at  $25  ;  mechanics  and  owners  of 
I  mills  and  machines  assessed  in  the  whole 
at  $143;  total.  $11340.     Deduct  for  5 
minors  subject  to  military  duty  and  equip- 
ped by  parents  at  $20,  $ioo;    deduct  54 
i^niilitia  polls  at  $20,  $1080  ;  deduct  5  horses 
I  of  cavalry  at  $13.50,  $67.50;   leaving  list 
j  for  State  taxes,  $10092.50 
1    At  that  time  the  law  required  that  all 
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dwellings,  stores  and  shops  (log-houses 
excepted)  should  be  assessed  at  two  per 
cent,  of  thicir  value,  if  iii  the  judgment  of 
the  listers  their  value  did  not  exceed  $1000. 
And  if  vahied  at  more  than  $1000,  at  three 
per  cent.  The  law  also  specified  how  per- 
sonal property  should  be  set  in  the  list,  as 
above.  Wooden  clocks  were  not  taxed. 
Attorne3'S,  physicians,  merchants,  mechan- 
ics, etc.,  were  assessed  in  proportion  to 
their  gains. 

1820:  86  polls  at  S20,  $1720  ;  1990  acres 
of  impro\  ed  land  at  .08  of  appraised  value, 
$1366.42;  103  houses  and  lots  at  .04  ap- 
praised value,  $247.06;  9  mills,  stores, 
etc.,  at  .06  appraised  value,  $48.60;  140 
oxen  at  $10,  $1400;  429  cows  and  three- 
yeai- olds  at  $6,  $2574;  169  cattle,  two- 
year  olds  at  $5,  $845  ;  132  horses,  three 
years  old  and  upwards,  at  $14,  $1848  ;  26 
two-years  old  at  S7,  $182  ;  22  one-year  old 
at  $4,  $88  ;  i  stallion  at  $50,  $50  ;  5  brass 
clocks  at  $10,  $50;  I  gold  watch  at  $10, 
$10;  20  common  do.  at  $5,  $100;  $1100 
money  at  .06,  $66;  total,  $1 1295.08  ;  34 
militia  polls  and  9  cavalry  horses  were  ex- 
empt from  State  taxes. 

1830:  252  polls  at  $10,  $2520;  3690 
acres  of  land  at  .06,  $1558.60;  541  houses 
and  lots  at  .04,  $1401 .40  ;  14  mills,  stores, 
etc.,  at  .06,  $62.40;  281  oxen  at  $2,  $562  ; 
712  cows  and  other  cattle  of  three  years 
old,  at  $1.25,  $890;  254  cattle  of  two 
years  old  at  .75  each,  $190.50;  25  horses 
and  mules,  three  years  old,  appraised  at 
less  than  $25,  at  $r,  $25:  iSo  over  $25 
and  less  than  $75,  at  $3,  $540;  6  at  $75, 
at  .06,  $36  ;  43  two  years,  at  $2,  $86 ;  33  one 
year,  at  $1.25,  $41.25  ;  2797  sheep  at  .10 
each,  $279.70;  7  carriages  at  .06  of  ap- 
praised value,  S6. 30;  8  brass  clocks  at  $3, 
$24;  20  watches  at  Si,  $20;  $3350  money 
on  hand,  etc.,  at  .06,  $201  ;  $90  bank  stock 
at  .03,  $2.70;  2  practitioners  of  medicine 
assessed,  $35:  i. merchant  and  trader,  do., 
$30;  total,  $8511.85  ;  148  militia  polls  and 
6  cavalry  horses,  exempt. 

In  1840,  the  list  amounted  to  $10373.54. 
Later  lists  were  assessed  nearly  as  at  pres- 
ent, and  are  as  follows  : 

Pt.Hs.  Heal. 
I'^'-O  -Ji^C      ■  5281,774 

^^'0        :m  374,-=>7;i 


Personal. 
4f),o47 

t>7,sy7 


Gd.List. 

?3,675 


FAYSTOx\. 

BV  AIRS.  LAURA  BRIGHAM  BOYCE. 

This  township  is  in  the  S.  W.  corner  of 
the  County,  20  miles  from  Montpelier ; 
b.  N.  by  Dux-bury,  E.  by  Waitsfield,  S.  by 
Warren  and  Lincoln,  W.  by  Huntington 
and  Bueirs  Gore  ;  6  miles  sc^uare  ;  land  el- 
evated, lying  in  large  swells,  except  along 
Mill  brook  and  Shephard's  brook,  where 
there  is  some  intervale.  Shephard's  brook 
runs  through  the  North  part  of  the  town, 
and  empties  into  Mad  river  in  Waitsfield. 
It  aftbrds  ample  water  power,  and  several 
flourishing  mills  are  in  operation  on  its 
banks. 

There  was  an  extensive  beaver  meadow 
on  this  stream,  and  many  of  the  trees  on 
its  banks  were  partly  cut  down  by  these 
animals.  The  brook  received  its  nanie 
from  one  Shephnrd,  who  used  to  hv.nt 
beavers  here. 

Mill  brook  runs  through  the  South  part 
of  the  town,  in  an  Easterly  direction,  and 
empties  into  Mad  river  in  Waitsfield;  this 
stream  has  good  water-power,  and  several 
mills  and  one  tannery  are  located  on  it. 
There  is  considerable  good  lumber  in  town, 
especially  in  the  more  mountainous  parts, 
the  most  valuable  of  which  is  spruce.  As 
many  as  7,000  or  8,000  clapboard  logs  are 
annually  cut  in  Fayston,  besides  the  com- 
mon lumber,  ash,  basswood,  etc.  There  is 
also  a  good  deal  of  hemlock,  the  bark  of 
which  is  used  extensively  in  tanneries. 
The  spruce  and  hemlock  lumber  is  a  source 
of  profit  to  the  inhabitants.  The  maple  is 
abundant,  and  there  are  many  valuable 
sugar  orchards ;  some  have  a  thousand 
handsome  second  growth  trees  in  one  body. 
This  adds  an  item  to  the  income  of  the 
farmer,  at  the  prices  that  have  prevailed  for 
maple  sugar  and  syrup  of  late  years. 

The  soil  is  strong  and  fertile,  though 
not  as  easily  tilled  as  a  more  sandy  loam. 
These  fertile  upland  farms  arc  well  adapted 
to  dairying,  as  the  sweetest  grass  is  found 
here,  and  w^ater  as  pure  and  soft  as  ever 
drank,  two  indispensable  requisites  for  the 
dairy.  Dairying  is  the  chief  source  of  in- 
come of  a  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
tliough  wheat  and  oats  are  raised  here  in 
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abundance,  but  potatoes  more  especially. 
Corn  is  often  a  remunerative  crop  ;  but  not 
so  sure  as  on  the  intervales. 

Fayston  was  granted  Feb.  25,  and  char- 
tered Feb.  27,  1782,  to  Ebenezer  Wal- 
bridge  and  his  associates.  It  was  first  set- 
tled by  Lynde  Wait  in  1798.  In  1800, 
there  were  18  persons  in  town. 

Lucia  Wait,  daughter  of  Lynde  Wait, 
better  known  as  Squire  Wait,  Avas  born  in 
1801,  the  first  child  born  in  town;  subse- 
quently, Wait  Farr,  a  son  of  William  P^arr, 
was  born,  and  received  a  lot  of  land  from 
Griswold  Wait,  as  being  the  first  male 
child  born  in  town.  From  which  we  see 
in  those  primitive  days  the  v;eaker  were 
oppressed  by  the  stronger,  as  they  are  still. 
There  was  no  orthodox  reason  why  Lucia 
Wait  should  not  have  had  that  lot  of  land 
as  her  birthright — except  that  she  luasiCt  a 
boy. 

The  town  was  organized  Aug.  6,  1S05. 
James  Wait  was  the  first  town  clerk ; 
Thomas  Green  the  first  constable ;  and 
Lynde  Wait;  Rufus  Barrett  and  William 
Williams  the  first  selectmen.  Aug.  27, 
1805,  there  was  a  town  meeting  called  to 
petition  the  General  Assembly  to  be  setoff 
with  other  towns  from  Chittenden  County, 
wliich  was  not  granted  until  some  time  in 
18 10  or  181 1,  when  Fayston  became  a  part 
of  Jefferson  County. 

The  first  highways  were  surveyed  in  1S07, 
by  Edmund  Rice,  surveyor.  The  first 
school  district  was  organized  in  1809,  and 
consisted  of  the  whole  tov.  n,  but  subse- 
quently, in  1 8 10,  we  believe,  it  was  di- 
vided into  two  districts.  The  first  tax 
levied  on  the  grand  list  was  in  1807,  which 
was  5  cents  on  a  dollar,  to  be  worked  out 
on  the  highway.  The  first  tax  levied  on 
the  grand  list  to  be  paid  in  money  was  in 
18 10.  It  was  I  cent  on  a  dollar,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  was  as  hard  for  these  people 
as  were  the  excessive  taxes  during  the  war 
for  their  descendants.  The  taxes  levied 
on  the  grand  list  in  Fayston  during  the  war 
in  one  year  were  $10.79  on  a  dollar  of  the 
grand  list,  making  a  poll  tax  of  ?2i.5S,  and 
school  and  highway  taxes  besides,  which 
must  have  made  another  dollar.  This  was 
in  1864.    There  were  several  other  bounty 


taxes  raised  during  the  war,  but  this  was 
the  heaviest.  Fayston  paid  her  war  debt 
as  she  went  along,  and  can  show  a  clean 
record.  In  18 12,  the  town  voted  to  raise 
I  cent  on  a  dollar  for  the  support  of 
schools,  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the  towii 
treasurer  in  grain.  At  this  time  there 
were  25  children  in  district  No.  i,  between 
the  ages  of  4  and  18. 

In  March,  1809,  William  Newcomb, 
William  Rogers  and  Marjena  Gardener 
were  elected  hog  howards,"  an  office  now 
obsolete,  and  exactly  what  its  duties  were, 
even  then,  we  are  unable  to  learn.  But  it 
was  an  old-time  custom  to  elect  newly- 
married  men  to  that  notable  office,  which 
niight  have  been  no  sinecure  after  all,  as 
the  swine  in  those  days  all  ran  where  they 
listed,  and  unless  they  were  much  less 
vicious  than  their  modern  descendants,  it 
must  have  needed  three  "  hog  constables 
to  a  town  to  have  kept  them  in  order. 

In  April,  1808,  William  and  Paul  l^oyce, 
two  Quakers,  emigrated  from  Richmond, 
N.  H.,  and  settled  near  beaver  meadow,  on 
Shephard's  brook.  This  was  the  first  open- 
ing in  what  is  nov;  called  North  Fayston. 
There  is  a  little  lomance  connected  with 
tills  same  William  Boyce.  It  seems  that 
William's  susceptible  heart  had  been  touch- 
ed by  one  Irene  Ballou,  a  Quaker  maiden 
of  his  native  place,  and  when  he  had  made 
a  beginning  on  his  new  home  in  the  woods 
he  began  to  b<.  lonely,  and  feel  the  need  of 
a  helpmate  to  wash  his  wooden  plates  and 
pewter  porringer,  and  also  to  assist  him  in 
picking  up  brush,  planting  potatoes,  and 
several  other  things  wherein  the  good 
wives  made  themselves  useful  in  "the 
olden  time,"  being  then  truly  help7naics  for 
men,  instead  of  help  spends,  as  many  of  the 
more  modern  wives  are.  So  William  jour- 
neyed to  Richmond  to  claim  his  bride. 
He  tarried  long,  and  when  he  returned  it 
was  not  the  gentle  Irene  who  accompanied 
him.  Whether  he  met  with  a  fairer  Quaker- 
ess than  she,  and  lost  his  heart  with  her 
against  his  will,  or  whether  Irene  was 
averse  to  going  into  the  new  country, 
among  the  bears  and  wolves,  tradition 
saith  not,  but  that  it  was  not  the  latter 
reason  we  may  infer  from  her  farewell  to 
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him :  "  William,  I  wish  thee  well,  I  hope 
the  Lord  will  bless  thee,  but  I  know  He 
wont."  Says  one  of  his  descendants  :  "  I 
think  He  didn't,  for  he  was  always  in  some 
sort  of  trouble  or  other."  Let  the  fate  of 
William  be  a  warning  to  all  young  Quakers, 
as  well  as  tliose  who  quake  not  at  all,  to 
always  keep  tlieir  promises. 

DOVCE  FAMILY  OF  FAVSTOK. 

Paul  Boyce  married  Rhoda  Palmer,  of 
Waitsfield,  and  here  on  the  farm  they  first 
rescued  from  the  wilderness,  they  lived  to 
a  ripe  old  age,  and  were  finally  buried  in 
ti)e  cemetery  not  far  away. 

Their  son,  Zir.A  W^entworth  Boyce, 
always  resided  in  town  until  his  death, 
1S77,  age,  63.  He  received  but  a  -common 
school  education,  but  by  his  own  efforts, 
ultimately  became  a  thorough  scholar,  and 
taught  school  many  terms.  Later  he  served 
the  town  in  various  capacities,  and  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  was  noted  for  his  fine 
mental  endowments.  He  ^^'as  often  jo- 
cosely, called  the  "  wisdom  of  North  Fays- 
ton,"  and  not  altogether  without  reason. 
He  was  a  writer  of  considerable  ability, 
both  in  prose  and  verse.'  His  two  daugh- 
ters inherited  his  talent  for  writing,  more 
especially  his  younger  daughter,  Mrs.  Em- 
ongene  Smith,  now  a  resident  of  Dubuque, 
Iowa.  The  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  S.  Mi- 
nerva Boyce,  has  ahvays  remained  at  the 
homestead. 

When  Ziba  W.  was  quite  a  young  lad, 
his  father  sent  him  one  night  with  his 
brother  after  the  sheep,  but  they  having 
strayed  from  their  usual  pasture,  they 
failed  to  find  them.  In  the  morning  they 
found  what  there  was  left  of  them,  eleven 
having  becii  devoured  by  the  wolves  during 
the  night. 

On  one  occasion  Paul  Boyce  was  going 
off  into  the  woods  with  his  oxen,  when  he 
met  a  bear  with  tw^o  cubs  face  to  face.  The 
meeting  was  not  a  remarkably  pleasant  one 
to  him  ;  he  being  a  Quaker  and  averse  to 
fighting,  was  pleased  when  the  bear  turned 
and  trotted  off. 

About  the  year  1809,  Stephen  Griggs 
emigrated  from  Pomfret,  Conn.,  and  set- 
tled about  one-half  mile  from  Esquire  Wait's 


farm.  He  resided  there  as  long  as  he 
lived,  and  his  companion,  who  survived 
him  many  years,  died  there.  The  place 
has  never  passed  out  of  the  family,  a  grand- 
daughter at  present  residing  there.  This 
farm  and  the  Brigham  farm  are  the  only 
ones  in  South  P^ayston  which  have  never 
passed  out  of  the  families  of  the  first  set- 
tlers. 

Deer-3-ards  were  frequently  found  on  the 
eastern  slopes  of  the  hills.  The  early  set- 
tlers used  to  hunt  them  in  winter  when  the 
snow  was  deep,  so  that  they  could  not  es- 
cape. Buck's  horns  were  often  found  in 
the  woods.  Sable  were  quite  abundant. 
EzraMeach,  of  Shclburne,  passed  through 
tlic  town  in  1S09,  setting  his  line  of  traps 
for  sable,  and  blazed  trees  along  his  route. 
He  found  it  quite  profitable  business,  as 
these  animals  were  exceedingly  good  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town.  The  panther,  the 
great  dread  of  the  juvenile  community, 
was  often  seen,  or  supposed  to  be  seen, 
but  never  captured  in  this  town. 

uncle  John's  lndian  raid. 

Some  time  about  1803,  there  were  then 
five  or  six  families  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  South  Fayston.  There  were 
L^ncle  John  and  Uncle  Rufus  Barrett — I 
call  them  Uncle  John  and  Uncle  Rufus,  as 
these  were  the  names  by  which  I  knew 
them  in  my  early  childhood,  albeit  they 
were  both  your  g  men  at  the  date  of  my 
story.  There  were  Squire  W^ait  and  Thos. 
Green,  and  if  there  were  others  I  do  not 
know  their  names. 

Now  at  that  time  the  raising  of  a  new 
house  or  barn  was  a  job  that  recjuired 
plenty  of  muscle  and  nevv^  rum,  for  they 
were  built  of  logs,  and  very  heavy. 

On  a  certain  day,  somebody  in  Warren 
was  to  raise  a  barn,  and  as  the  country 
was  sparsely  settled,  everybody  was  in- 
vited far  and  near,  and  all  the  men  of  Fays- 
ton  went  except  Uncle  John.  Whether 
he  stayed  at  home  to  guard  the  women  and 
children  from  the  bears  and  wolves,  tra- 
dition saith  not.  I  only  know  he  "tarried 
by  the  stuff,"  and  all  went  well  till  near 
sundown,  when  suddenly  there  burst  upon 
his  ears  a  long,  wild  cry,  between  a  howl 
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and  a  whoop.  Uncle  John  was  on  the 
alert ;  he  listened  with  bated  breath  a  few 
moments ;  louder  and  nearer  thnn  before 
came  that  terrible  howl,  this  time  in  a  dif- 
ferent direction. 

Tis  the  Indian  war  wlioop,"  said 
Uncle  John  ;  "no  doubt  we  are  surround- 
ed, and  the  men  all  away.""  He  stood  not 
upon  the  order  of  going,  but  went  at  once. 
Uncle  John  was  no  coward,  and  if  the  red- 
skins got  his  scalp,  they  should  buy  it 
dearly,  he  resolved,  and  seizing  his  gim, 
bidding  his  wife  to  follow,  he  ran  to  alarm 
the  neighbors,  and  get  them  all  together, 
that  he  might  defend  them  as  long  as  pos- 
sible. In  a  short  time  every  woman  and 
child  in  the  settlement  was  ensconced  in 
Uncle  Rufas^  domicile,  with  all  the  fire- 
arms the  settlement  contained,  the  door 
ban-icaded,  and  all  the  preparations  made 
to  receive  the  red-skins  that  one  man 
could  do,  aided  by  a  few  courageous  women. 
They  listened,  with  hearing  made  acute  by 
fear,  for  the  repetition  of  the  ^s''ar  whoop. 
Now  they  heard  it  evidently  nearing  them 
— Uncle  John  loaded  all  the  guns — now 
they  heard  it  further  away.  With  pale 
faces  and  palpitating  hearts,  they  awaited 
the  onset.  The  twilight  shades  deepened, 
the  night  closed  in,  but  still  the  Indians 
did  not  attack  them. 

Now  there  was  an  additional  anxiety 
among  the  inmates  of  the  litde  cabin,  for 
it  was  time  for  the  men  to  be  returning 
from  the  raising,  and  as  they  were  un- 
armed, they  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to 
the  Indians. 

Meanwhile  the  men,  having  finished  their 
labors,  w-ere  returning  home,  all  uncon- 
scious of  the  danger  menacing  them.  They 
reached  home,  but  were  surprised  to  find 
those  homes  deserted.  "Come  on  to  my 
house,"  said  Uncle  Rufus,  "perhaps  the 
women  were  lonesome,  and  have  gone  to 
make  my  wife  a  visit."  So,  not  knowing 
what  else  to  do,  they  went  on.  Yes,  there 
was  a  light  at  Uncle  Rufus  \  sure  enough, 
and  a  glance  sufficed  to  show  that  there 
was  some  unusual  commotion  within .  V.'hat 
could  it  be  ? 

"  Hark,  I  hear  voices,"  cried  one  of  die 
women,  "  it  is  the  Indians  this  time,  sure." 


The  children  began  to  cry,  and  I  suppose 
it  would  have  been  very  delicate  if  the 
women  had  fainted,  but  they  did  no  such 
thing. 

"What  are  you  all  about  here?  why 
don't  you  let  us  in?"  cried  Uncle  Rufus^ 
shaking  the. door.  The  door  was  opened 
speedily,  and  instead  of  being  sccdped  by 
the  Indians,  they  fell  into  the  arms  of  their 
astonished  husbands. 

"  What  is  all  this  pow-wow  about,  any- 
way?" said  one.  Then  Uncle  John  ex- 
plained how  he  had  heard  the  Indian  war- 
whoop  off  in  the  woods,  and  had  gathered 
the  women  and  children  tliere  together 
for  protection.  The  men  burst  into  a  loud 
laugh.  "It  was  the  wolves,"  said  Squire 
Wait,  "we  heard  them  howling  on  the 
mountain  as  we  came  home.  Til  be  bound 
there  isn't  a  red-skin  within  50  miles." 

Uncle  John  was  somewhat  crestfallen, 
but  he  was  rather  glad  after  all  that  it 
wasn't  Indians,  for  he  preferred  to  have 
his  scalp  in  its  proper  place,  rather  than 
dangling  from  the  red-skins'  belts. 

Some  time  in  18 14,  tliere  was  a  rumor 
current  of  great  treasure  buried  by  the 
Spanish  Legions  at  the  forks  of  Shepherd's 
brook,  and  William  Boyce,  having  a  desire 
for  "  the  root  of  all  evil,"  resolved  to  find 
it.  He  engaged  one  Arad  Sherman,  a 
man  of  such  magical  powers  that  in  his 
hands  a  witch-hazel  rod  performed  as 
many  antics  as  the  rod  of  Aaron,  and  they 
went  about  the  search.  Arad  took  the 
enchanted  rod,  and  lo !  it  pointed  out  the 
exact  location  of  the  buried  treasure,  but 
it  remained  for  them  to  dig  and  get  it.  It 
had  been  revealed  to  Arad  that  they  must 
dig  in  the  night  time,  and  no  word  must 
be  spoken  by  any  one  of  the  number  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  the  digging,  else  the 
treasure  would  be  lost  to  them.  So  one 
night  they  started  on  their  secret  expedi- 
tion. Nothing  was  heard  but  the  dull  thud 
of  the  bars  in  the  earth,  and  grating  of  the 
spade.  The  earth"  was  obstinate,  but  they 
were  determined  no  powers  of  earth  should 
cheat  them  of  their  treasure.  The  iiours 
wore  on,  wlien  suddenly  William's  bar 
struck  against  the  iron  chest  containing  the 
treasure,  with  a  sharp  "  clink."  Over- 
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joyed  at  their  success,  William  forgot  the 
caution  and  cried  out  "  I've  found  it At 
that  instant  the  box  shook  with  an  ominous 
rattle,  and  sank  down,  down,  far  below  the 
sight  of  their  longing  eyes,  taking  the  bar 
and  all  with  it,  says  the  tradition.  Fright- 
ened nearly  out  of  their  wits,  they  '"ske- 
daddled*"' for  home,  sadder  if  not  better 
men,  and  the  treasure  remains  buried  there 
to  this  day. 

In  the  winter  of  1826,  a  beautiful  doe 
was  run  down  Shepherd's  brook  to  Mad 
river,  near  Jason  Caqienter's  and  brought 
up  in  an  open  eddy  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
dogs.  Judge  Caipenter  caught  it  in  his 
arms,  and,  seven  or  eight  hunters  coming 
up  just  then,  he  told  them  that  they  could 
not  have  the  doe,  but  each  one  of  them 
might  go  and  select  a  sheep  from  his  flock, 
if  they  would  go  home  about  their  busi- 
ness. Nothing  but  the  beautiful  doe  would 
satisfy  these  blood-thirsty  hunters,  and, 
seizing  the  deer  by  main  force,  they  killed 
it  on  the  spot. 

Pigeons  were  abundant.  One  device 
for  keeping  them  off  the  grain  patches  was 
a  boy  threshing  a  log  chain  around  a 
stump.  They  used  also  to  construct  bough 
houses  on  the  edge  of  the  field,  and  draw 
a  huge  net  over  the  baiting  place,  thus  se- 
curing dozens  at  a  haul.  Partrid^^es  were 
caught  on  their  drumming  logs  in  snares, 
or,  if  not  there,  the  gunner  was  sure  to 
find  them  in  some  thicket.  So  it  aime  to 
be  a  proverb,  '*  hunted  like  a  partridge.'' 

In  early  days  Uncle  Moses  Eaton  used 
to  bring  corn  from  Richmond  on  the  backs 
of  two  horses,  the  roads  not  being  passable 
for  any  vehicle. 

On  his  journey  Uncle  Mos£s  met  Uncle 
Joe  Clark,  of  J3uxbury,  at  Pride's  tavern 
in  Waterbury.  "  Now,"  said  Uncle  Joe, 
"  you  will  want  some  pork  to  go  with  that 
corn,  and  you  just  call  at  my  house,  and 
tell  A.unt  Betsey  to  put  you  up  a  good  clear 
piece  of  pork."  The  next  time  they  met 
Uncle  Moses  said,  "I  called  on  Aunt  Bet- 
sey, as  you  told  me,  and  she  raised  her 
hands  and  blessed  herself,  saying,  "  What 
on  airth  does  that  man  mean,  sending  any 
one  here  for  pork,  when  he  knows  that  we 
haint  had  any  kind  of  meat  in  the  house 


for  six  months  ?"  But  Uncle  Joe  enjoyed 
the  joke  hugely. 

In  Fa)-ston  there  was  considerable  snow 
on  the  8th  and  9th  of  June,  18 16,  and 
everything  was  frozen  down  to  the  ground. 
The  trees  put  out  new  leaves  three  times 
during  that  season,  having  been  cut  off 
twice  by  frost ;  hardly  anything  ripened, 
and  the  settlers  saw  dreary  times. 

WILLIAM  NEWCOMB 

came  to  the  townsliip  quite  early  in  its  set- 
tlement, and  finished  liis  days  here.  He 
built  one  of  the  first  framed  houses  in 
town,  Esquire  Wait's  being  the  first;  Mr. 
Newcomb  and  MeiTill  Tyler  each  built 
theirs  the  same  year,  but  I  am  unable  to 
learn  in  \:\mt  year.  Mr.  Newcomb"'s  farm 
was  occupied  by  his  son  Hoseamany  years, 
but  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  strangers. 
The  old  iiouse  was  burned  during  a  high 
wind,  in  Oct.  1878. 

Dr.  D.-vn  Nkwco.mb,  son  of  MoseaNevv- 
comb,  was  born  and  reared  here,  but  has 
j  been  for  several  years  a  practicing  ph}  si- 
cian  in  Steele  County,  111.  He  is  also  tlie 
author  of  a  medical  work  entitled,  "  When 
and  How,-'  a  work  of  considerable  merit. 
Don  Carlos,  another  son,  is  a  prominent 
wholesale  merchant  of  Atchison,  Kansas. 

NATHAN  AND  JACOB  BOYCE. 

In  1S08,  Nathan  Boyce  and  his  wife, 
ZeviahjCame  to  Fayston,  and  settled  on 
Shephard's  brook,  near  Paul  Boyce,  of 
whom  he  was  a  relative,  and  also  of  the 
Quaker  faith.  Nathan  Boyce  died  many 
years  ago  ;  his  wife  in  1856,  aged  about  90, 
I  think.  She  resided  with  her  son  Jacob, 
who  died  in  186-.  His  wife  still  survives 
him,  at  the  age  of  81  (1878.  She  is  still 
living,  Aug.  1S81.)  ^She  lives  on  the  old 
farm  with  her  son,  Seth  Boyce.  The  farm 
has  always  remained  in  the  family. 

Jacob  Boyce  had  4  sons  and  4  daughters, 
all  of  whom,  save  one,  are  settled  in  Fays- 
ton  or  the  immediately  adjacent  towns. 

BRIGHAM  FAMILY. 

In  1809,  Gershom.  Brigham  and  family 
emigrated  from  W^inchester,  N.  H.,  and 
settled  in  South  Fayston,  near  Lyndc 
Wait's.  Elisha,  their  third  child,  was  then 
17  years  old,  and  eventually  settled  on  the 
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same  land,  his  oilier  Ijrothcrs  and^  sisters 
finding  other  homes.  His  parents  resided 
with  him  while  they  lived,  and  their  bones 
rest  in  the  little  green  grave-yard  on  the 
old  Wait  farm.  Elisha  lived  here  to  ripe 
old  age,  raising  a  family  of  1 1  children,  all 
of  whom  are  now  living  except  one  daugh- 
ter, who  died  at  the  age  of  42.  The  two 
eldest  sons  and  the  two  youngest  daughters 
of  this  family  have  some  literary  talent, 
having  all  contributed  to  the  press  accept- 
ably, in  prose  and  verse.  The  eldest  son, 
[See  separate  notice  of  Dr.  G.  N.  Brigham]. 

Elisha  lirigham  died  in  1863,  aged  70 
years  ;  his  widow  in  1876,  aged  77.  The 
old  home  that  she  had  resided  in  for  more 
than  40 years,  took  fire  in  some  mysterious 
manner,  and  was  burned  in  the  early  morn- 
ing hours,  v/hen  her  demise  was  hourly 
expected.  She  was  borne  from  the  flam- 
ing house  to  tlie  home  of  a  neighbor,  and 
breathed  her  last  in  the  very  house  whence 
she  went  on  her  wedding  day  to  be  mar- 
ried 59  years  before. 

Mrs.  Brigham  was  a  woman  of  remark- 
able powers,  mental  and  physical.  Left  an 
orphan  by  the  death  of  her  mother  at  the 
age  of  12,  she  came  from  Randolph,  Vt., 
her  native  place,  to  reside  in  the  family  of 
Esquire  Wait,  so  she  became  early  identi- 
fied with  the  history  of  the  town.  Her  re- 
markably vigorous  constitution  and  ambi- 
tion to  excel,  fitted  her  for  the  position  of 
a  pioneer's  wife,  and  she  endured  the  hard- 
ships and  deprivations  consequent  on  the 
building  up  of  a  new  place,  with  great 
fortitude.  With  a  large  family  of  her  own 
and  many  cares,  yet  she  acted  as  nurse  for 
half  the  town,  and  such  was  herskill  in  the 
management  of  the  sick,  that  the  old  phy- 
sician, now  dead,  used  always,  if  he  had 
a  critical  case,  to  send  for  Mrs.  Brigham, 
and  said,  with  her  to  nurse  them,  he  felt 
pretty  sure  of  bringing  his  patients  through. 
Her  very  presence  an^  touch  seemed  to 
bring  healing  with  them. 

When  Mrs.  Brigham  was  a  fair,  young 
wife  of  19,  she  was  small,  lithe  and  supple, 
with  nerves  of  steel,  and  she  never  shrank 
from  any  of  the  hardships  of  her  life. 
They  then  made  sugar  nearly  a  mile  from 
^he  house.    It  was  growing  late  in  the 


s])ring,  and  Mr.  lirigham  was  anxious  to 
be  about  his  spring's  work,  and  his  wife, 
being  equally  anxious  for  a  good  supply  of 
sugar,  offered  to  go  with  her  sister,  a  girl 
of  17,  and  boil  in  the  sap.  Taking  the 
baby  with  them,  they  started  for  the  sugar- 
camp.  It  was  late  in  spring  and  quite 
warm,  and  babies  were  not  killed  by  a 
breath  of  fresh  air  in  those  days.  They 
boiled  sap  all  day,  Mrs.  B.  gathering  in 
some  sap  near  tlie  boiling  place.  In  the 
afternoon  they  heard  a  good  deal  of  bark- 
ing off  in  the  woods,  but  supposed  it  was 
some  hounds  after  foxes.  Mr.  Brigham 
did  not  get  up  to  the  sugar-camp  to  bring 
down  the  syrup  till  nine  o'clock,  they  stay- 
ing there  alone  until  that  time.  A  neigh- 
bor passing  through  the  camp  early  the 
next  morning,  found  a  sheep  dead  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree  where  Mrs.  Brigham  had 
gathered  sap  at  sundown.  The  sheep  was 
still  warm  when  Mr.  Brigham  arrived  on 
the  spot.  On  looking  around,  they  found 
20  sheep  had  been  killed  by  the  wolves. 
Mrs.  Brigham  and  her  fair  sister  did  not 
care  to  boil  till  nine  o'clock  the  next  night. 

On  one  occasion  Mrs.  Brigham,  desiring 
to  get  some  weaving  done,  mounted  an  un- 
broken, 3-years-oldcolt,  that  had  never  had 
a  woman  on  his  back  before,  and  started 
on  a  ride  of  4  miles  through  the  woods,  to 
Wm.  Parr's,  with  a  bag  of  yarn  fastened  to 
the  saddle-bov/.  There  was  only  a  bridle- 
path part  of  the  way,  and  the  colt  was  shy, 
but  he  found  his  match  in  the  little  woman 
of  scarce  100  pounds'  weight,  and  carried 
her  safely  to  her  destination.  Her  busi- 
ness dispatched  at  Mr.  Farr's,  she  started 
homeward  by  another  route,  having  oc- 
casion tocallat  one  William  Marsten's,who 
lived  far  up  on  the  road~  leading  over  the 
mountain  into  Huntington,  and  from  thence 
homeward  by  a  route  so  indistinctly  mark- 
ed, blazed  trees  being  the  guide,  she  mis- 
took a  path  worn  by  the  cattle  for  the 
traveled  road,  and  did  not  discover  her 
mistake  till  she  came  up  to  the  pasture 
fence.  Nothing  daunted,  she  took  dov.-n 
the  fence,  passed  over,  then  replaced  it, 
and*  went  over,  being  then  so  near  home 
that  she  felt  pretty  sure  of  her  whereabouts. 
After  the  colt  became  better  broken,  she 
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used  oTten  to  take  one  child  in  her  arms 
and  another  behind  her,  and  go  to  the 
store,  3  or  4  miles  distant,  or  visit  a  distant 
neighbor,  or  to  go  to  meeting. 

JOTHAM  CAKPENTKR 

was  the  first  settled  minister,  and  received 
the  minister  lot  ot  land  in  this  town.  How 
man}-  years  he  remnined  here  I  know  not, 
but  he  has  one  son  now  living  in  Brook- 
field. 

Preaching  has  generally  been  of  a  desul- 
tory character,  owing  to  the  fact  that  North 
and  South  Fayston  are  divided  by  a  nat- 
ural barrier  of  hills,  that  makes  it  far  more 
convenient  for  the  North  section  to  go  to 
Moretown,  and  the  South  part  is  more  ac- 
cessible to  Waitsfield,  so  that  it  seems 
probable  tliat  the  dilTerent  sections  will 
never  unite  in  worship.  The  people  in  N. 
P^ayston  have  an  organized  Baptist  society, 
and  have  quite  frequent  preaching,  and 
some  years  hire  a  minister,  and  many 
years  ago,  the  Methodists  had  quite  a  large 
society  in  So.  Fayston,  but  it  has  been 
dismembered  a  long  time,  and  n^ost  of  its 
former  members  are  dead,  and  those  re- 
maining h?ve  united  with  the  Methodist 
church  in  Waitsfield. 

John  and  Rufus  Barrett  were  among  the 
early  settlers,  and  one  Thomas  Green,  but 
as  they  have  no  descendaiits  remaining  in 
town,  I  cannot  tell  when  they  settled  here, 
but  they  were  here  as  early  as  1803,  it  is 
believed. 

Elizabeth,  widow  of  John  Barrett,  died 
in  Waitsfield  a  few  years  since  (187S) 
aged  93  years.  She  survived  her  husband 
many  years. 

One  Jonathan  Lamson  died  in  town  sev- 
eral years  ago,  at  the  age  of  84.  His  wife 
lived  to  the  age  of  107  years,  Timothy 
Chase  died  at  the  age  of  91  ;  his  wife,  Ruth, 
some  years  earlier,  over  80.  Lynde  Wait, 
the  first  settler,  moved  from  town  many 
years  ago,  and  eventually  went  W' est,  and 
I  have  learned,  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
over  80.  Nearly  all  the  early  settlers 
v.  hom  I  have  knov.  n,  lived  to  ripe  old  age, 
but  they  have  passed  away,  and  with  them 
much  of  the  material  for  a  full  history  of 
the  town.    I  have  gathered  as  much  as  I 


could  that  is  reliable,  but  even  the  last 
two,  from  whom  I  have  elicited  most  of 
the  facts  recorded  here,  have  now  gone  to 
their  long  homes,  and  nuich  that  I  have 
gathered  here  would  now  be  forever  sealed 
in  silence,  had  I  began  my  work  a  litde 
later. 

CAPT.  ELLIOT  POKTER, 

the  first  captain  of  the  militia  in  the  town, 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  1785,  married 
Sidney  Ward  in  181 1,  and  soon  after  re- 
moved to  Fayston,  where  they  began  to 
clear  them  a  home  in  the  North  part  of 
the  town,  where  they  resided  till  their 
death.  He  died  at  the  age  of  89 ;  his  wife 
at  86.  They  had  8  children.  William  E. 
Porter,  their  son,  died  at  57;  4  sons  are 
now  living. 

W'lLLARD  B.  PORTER, 

son  of  Elliot,  has  always  resided  in  town, 
near  where  he  was  born,  and  has  served 
the  town  in  almost  every  official  capacity. 
He  has  been  town  clerk  31  years,  school 
district  clerk  25  years,  treasurer  14  years, 
justice  of  the  peace  30  years,  and  in  that 
capacity  married  86  couple,  tie  has  rep- 
resented the  town  6  sessions,  including  i 
extra  session,  and  has  attended  2  consti- 
tutional conventions.  Mr.  Porter  says  the 
first  school  he  attended  was  in  his  father's 
log-house  chamber ;  the  scholars,  his  eldest 
brother,  himself  and  one  Jane  Laws  ;  the 
teacher's  name,  Elizabeth  Sherman.  Mr. 
Willard  I'orter  has  done  more  business 
for  the  town  than  any  other  person  now 
living. 

WARREN  C.  PORTER 

served  as  a  soldier  during  nearly  the  whole 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  has  taught  school 
24  terms.  Dr.  Wilfred  W\  Porter,  see 
separate  notice.  Walter,  the  youngest 
son,  remains  on  the  old  homestead,  and  it 
was  his  care  to  soothe  the  declining  )  ears 
of  his  parents  as  they  went  slowly  down 
the  dark  valley. 

There  was  no  death  occurred  in  the 
I  family  of  Elliot  Porter  for  50  years. 

WTLLLVM  SHERMAN  ■ 

was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Fayston, 
though  I  an.i  not  informed  in  what  year  he 
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settled  here.  He  represented  the  town  in 
the  general  assembly,-  and  held  other  town 
olhces.  His  daughter,  widow  of  Ji^li  Bruce, 
still  lives  on  tlic  old  homestead  tliat  he  re- 
deemed from  tlie  wilderness. 

ELI  BRUCE 

was  a  long-time  resident  of  Fayston,  and 
did  a  large  amount  of  business  for  the 
town,  several  times  being  the  represent- 
ative, and  justice  of  peace  for  many  years. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  69.  His  daughter 
was  the  first  person  buried  in  the  cemetery 
in  N.  Fayston. 

SILAS  W.  FISHF.R 

resides  in  N.  Fayston,  on  the  farm  where 
he  has  lived  for  50  years.  His  wife  has 
been  dead  some  years.  He  has  iv»o  sur- 
viving sons ;  one  in  the  West,  and  the 
other,  C.  M.  Fislier,  is  constable  of  Fays- 
ton at  the  present  time — 1878.  He  died 
in  1879. 

BEN'JA.MIX  B.  FISHER 

was  the  first  postmaster  in  town,  and  held 
the  office  till  his  death,  and  his  wife  held 
the  office  4  years  afterwards.  Truman 
Murray  is  the  present  incumbent. 

RILEY  .NL\NSFIELD 

came  to  the  town  when  he  was  quite  a 
young  man,  and  passed  his  days  here, 
dying  in  1876,  aged  75  ;  his  wife  in  1874; 
out  of  a  large  family,  there  is  only  one  sur- 
viving child  of  theirs. 

JOSEPH  MARBLE 

came  to  Fayston  in  September,  1809,  and 
with  his  wife  Susan  passed  the  remnant  of 
his  days  here,  dying  at  the  age  of  84 ;  his 
wife  at  81.  They  had  11  children,  two 
only  are  living  (1S78.)  One  daughter  in 
Wisconsin,  and  Benjamin  on  the  farm 
where  his  father  began  70  years  ago.  He 
is  I  think  now  over  80  years  of  age — is 
still  living,  aged  86.  Cynthia,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Marble,  and  widow  of  Peter  Quim- 
by^  died  Aug.,  1878,  aged  74. 

One  fall,  Joseph  Marble,  Jr.,  had  a  log- 
rolling, to  build  a  new  house,  the  old  one 
giving  signs  of  failing  up.  In  the  evening 
the  rosy  cheeked  lasses  from  far  and  near 
joined  witli  the  athletic  youths  in  a  dance. 
It  wasn't  the  "German,"  nor  waltz,  nor 


polka,  but  a  genuine  jig.  It  was  a  merry 
company  who  beat  time  to  the  music  of  a 
corn-stalk  fiddle  in  farmer  Marble's  kitch- 
en, thh  jocund  laugh  and  jest  followed  the 
"  O  be  joyful,"  as  it  went  its  unfailing 
round,  which  it  always  did  on  such  occa- 
sions. They  grew  exceedingly  merry,  and 
one  fellow,  feeling  chock  full  and  rimning 
over  with  hilarity,  declared  "When  they 
felt  like  /Zv?/  they  ought  to  /vV/l'  //  So 
they  put  in  "  the  double  shuffle,  toe  and 
heel,"  with  such  zest  that  the  decayed 
sleepers  gave  w^ay.  Down  went  floor, 
dancers,  corn-stalk  fiddle,  and  all,  into 
the  cellar.  Whether  the  hilarious  fellow 
"  kicked  it  out"  to  his  satisfaction,  we  are 
not  informed,  but  if  his  fiddle  was  injured 
}  in  its  journey  it  could  be  easily  replaced. 

In  1830,  a  Tittle  daughter  of  Williani 
Marston,  4  years  old,  strayed  from  home, 
and  wandered  on  and  on  in  the  obscure 
bridle  path.  She  came  out  at  one  Carpen- 
ter's, in  Huntington,  having  crossed  the 
mountain,  and  spent  a  day  and  a  night  in 
the  woods ;  and  beasts  of  prey,  at  that 
time  were  numerous  upon  the  mountains. 

Jonathan  Nelson  had  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter lost  in  the  woods  about  1842.  The 
boy  was  12  years  of  age,  the  girl  younger. 
After  a  toilsome  search,  they  were  found 
on  the  second  day,  unharmed,  near  Cam- 
el's Hump. 

In  1847,  the  alarm  was  given  that  a 
little  son  of  Ira  Wheeler,  4  years  old,  had 
not  returned  from  school.  The  neighbors 
turned  out,  and  searching  all  day  returned 
at  night  without  any  trace  of  the  lost  one. 
The  mother  was  almost  distracted.  The 
search  Avas  continued  the  second  day  with 
no  better  results.  I  remember  hearing 
my  brother  say,  as  he  took  a  quantity  of 
provisions  with  him  on  the  third  day,  that 
they  were  "resolved  not  to  return  home 
again  until  the  boy  was  found  either  dead 
or  alive,"  though  many  thought  that  he 
must  have  perished  already,  either  from 
hunger  and  fatigue,  or  from  the  bears  in- 
testing  the  woods.  He  was  soon  foimd  in 
the  town  of  Duxbury,  several  miles  from 
home,  having  been  nearly  3  days  and 
nights  in  the  woods.  He  had  carried  his 
dinner-pail  when  he  started  from  school 
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at  night,  and  providenluilly  some  of  tlie 
scholars  had  given  him  some  dinner  tliat 
day,  so  that  his  own  remained  untouched. 

This  being  the  second  time  the  men  had 
been  called  out  to  hunt  for  lost  children  in 
5  years,  some  of  them  were  getting  rather 
tired  of  the  thing,  whereupon  Ziba  Boyce 
drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions  and  read  them 
on  the  occasion,  after  the  child  was  found, 
and  all  were  feeling  as  jolly  as  such  weary 
mortals  could.  I  have  not  a  copy  of  them 
all,  but  it  was  resolved  that  mothers  be 
instructed  to  take  care  of  their  children, 
and  not  let  them  wander  otT  into  woods  to 
be  food  for  the  bears,  or  for  the  neighbors, 
to  hunt  up." 

There  have  been  no  more  lost  children 
to  search  for  in  Fayston  since  that,  so  we 
may  suppose  it  to  have  been  effective. 

Fa}Ston,  along  with  other  towns,  has 
suffered  from  freshets  at  various  times.  In 
the  year  1830,  occurred  what  was  known 
as  the  "great  freshet.'"  Buildings  were 
swept  away,  one  person  was  drov/ned,  and 
others  barely  escaped.  The  famous 
"Green  Mountain  slide,''  wdiich  began 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  summit,  where 
the  town  is  divided  from  Buel's  Gore, 
in  sight  of  the  homestead  where  I  was 
born,  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1827. 
It  had  rained  quite  hard  some  days,  and 
the  soil,  becoming  loosened,  gave  w\ay, 
carrying  with  it  trees,  rocks,  and  the  debris 
of  ages,  or.  its  dow^nward  course-  Gath- 
ering impetus  as  it  advanced,  for  the  moun- 
tain is  very  steep  here,  it  went  thundering 
down  the  mountain  side  a  distance  of  a 
mile  or  more,  with  a  crash  and  rumble 
that  shook  the  earth  for  miles  around,  like 
an  earthquake.  One  branch  of  Mill  brook 
comes  dov;n  from  here,  and,  being  dam- 
med up  by  the  debris  of  this  grand  ava- 
lanche, its  waters  accumulated  till  it  be- 
came a  miniature  lake,  then  overleaping 
its  baiTiers  it  rushed  down  to  its  work 
of  destruction  below.  In  July,  1858,  a 
destructive  freshet  visited  Fayston,  and 
the  towns  adjacent.  It  had  been  exceed- 
ingly dry,  and  v/ater  was  very  low.  At 
7  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  Satur- 
day, July,  3,  the  -workmen  in  the  mill  of 
Campbell  &  Grandy  were  desiring  rain, 


tliat  they  might  run  tiie  mill.  They  got 
what  they  desired,  only  got  too  much  ;  for 
instead  of  running  the  mill  they  ran  for 
their  lives,  and  let  the  mill  run  itself,  as  it 
did  very  rapidly  down  stream,  in  less  than 
2  hours  after  the  rain  commenced.  The 
old  saying  "it  never  rains  but  it  pours'" 
was  verified  ;  it  came  in  sheets.  I  remem- 
ber watching  the  brooks  surging  through 
our  door-yard;  we  felt  no  alarm,  thinking 
a  thunder  shovv^er  not  likely  to  do  much 
damage.  We  retired  to  rest,  and  slept 
undisturbed,  not  being  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  large  streams.  We  learned  in  the 
morning  every  bridge  betw"een  Fa}  s ton 
and  Middlesex,  but  one,  was  swept  away. 
Campbell  &  Gr;indy's  mill  went  off  before 
10  o'clock,  and  the  house  pertaining  to  the 
mill  was  so  much  undermined  by  the  water, 
the  inmates  left,  taking  what  valuables 
they  could  witli  them.  Mr.  Green's  fam- 
ily also  deserted  their  house.  The  water 
was  several  feet  deep  in  the  road,  but,  the 
storm  soon  subsiding,  the  houses  did  not 
go  off. 

A  clapboard  mill  owned  by  Brigham 
brother,  on  Shepherd's  brook,  was  ruined. 
Not  a  mill  in  town  escaped  a  good  deal  of 
injury.  Many  people  left  their  houses, 
expecting  them  to  be  carried  down  the 
seething  flood,  and  but  one  bridge  of  any 
account  was  left  in  town,  and  the  roads 
were  completely  demoralized ! 

This  storm  seemed  a  local  one,  not 
doing  much  damage  except  in  the  towns 
in  the  Mad  liver  basin  and  on  tributary 
streams.  I  have  heard  it  speculated  that 
two  rain  clouds  met  on  the  mountain 
ridges.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  think  two 
hours'  rain  seldom  did  such  damage  in  any 
locality. 

In  the  freshet  of  1S69,  Fayston  suffered 
less  than  many  other  towns,  but  several 
bridges  were  carried  off,  the  roads  C".t  up 
badly,  mill  dams  swept  away,  etc. 

The  mill  rebuilt  on  the  site  of  the  one 
swept  away  in  1858,  this  time  owned  by 
Richirdson  &  Rich,  was  again  carried  off, 
but  as  considerable  of  the  machinery  was 
afterward  found,  Mr.  Richardson  deter- 
mined to  rebuild,  putting  it  a  few  rods 
lov/er  down  the  stream.    He  has  built  a 
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fine,  large  mill  there,  and  feels  secure  this 
mill  shall  stand. 

Fayston  is  a  veiy  healthy  town.  There 
are  several  living  in  town  over  80  years 
of  age. 

[This  was  written  in  1867.] 

•     ELISIIA  BRIGHAM 

was  born  in  old  IMarlboro,  Mass.,  1792. 
In  the  common  school  he  obtained  all  the 
education  he  ever  had  beyond  the  poor 
chance  of  gleaning  a  little,  here  and  there, 
from  a  limited  supply  of  books,  amid  a 
multitude  of  cares  at  home ;  but  at  the 
age  of  12,  he  had  niastered  most  of  Pike's 
Arithmetic;  performing  more  examples 
by  the  feeble  light  of  an  old-fashioned 
chimney  fire-place,  than  at  school.  So 
engaged  was  he  that  he  often  went  to  bed 
on  a  difficult  problem,  to  dream  it  out  on 
his  pillow.  From  Old  Marlboro,  the  fam- 
mily  removed  to  Winchester,  N.  H.,  and 
there  hearing  of  the  emigration  to  the 
Winooski,  and  Mad  River  Valleys,  they  cast 
lots  with  the  pioneers  to  this  then  wilderness 
country,  and  removed  on  to  the  tract  of 
land  owned  in  the  present  homestead. 
Elisha,  now  16,  began  to  take  the  lead  in 
business,  his  father  being  very  infirm. 
About  half  a  dozen  families  were  settled  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  having  made 
little  openings  in  the  forest,  with  no  well 
worked  road  into  the  town.  He  and  two 
other  mem])ers  of  the  family,  came  the 
first  year  to  roll  up  the  log-house.  The 
next  year  all  came  on,  and  a  family  of  8 
persons,  several  children  younger  tlian 
himself,  seemed  to  be  dependent  on  him, 
even  so  young,  as  a  foster-father  and  a 
guardian.  He  commenced  levelling  the 
old  forest  trees,  and  bringing  into  tillage, 
.  meadow  and  pasturage.  Early  and  late 
he  toiled,  and  year  by  year  the  meadow 
widened,  and  the  line  of  woods  receded. 

In  the  earliest  business  transactions  of 
tlie  town,  we  find  the  name  of  Elisha  Brig- 
ham.  There  was  hardly  a  year  from  that 
time  till  his  death,  but  what  he  held 
some  town  office.  But  what  most  distin- 
guished him  was  his  exact  honesty.  No 
man  could  ever  say  that  he  defrauded  him 
of  the  least  in  this  world's  goods.  He 
would  rather  suffer   wrong   than  to  do 


wrong.  He  never  could  oppress  the  weak, 
as,  instinctively,  his  whole  nature  prompted 
him  to  espouse  their  cause.  And  his  reli- 
gious example  was  the  cro\vning  glory  of 
the  man.  He  was  the  reid  pioneer  of 
Methodism  in  the  town  ;  for  many  years 
leader  in  all  their  social  meetings,  and 
around  him  grew  up  a  thriviiig  class.  In 
this  earlier  history  of  the  community  it 
might  well  have  been  christened  the  home 
of  the  good.  Class-leader  and  chorister, 
he  guided  them  encouragingly  on,  and  yet 
his  manner  was  never  exciting,  hardly, 
even,  could  it  be  said  to  be  fervid  or  warm  ; 
but  solid  goodness,  tenderness,  and  genu- 
ine interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
soul's  welfare,  were  manifest.  Tlie  waver- 
ing came  to  him,  for  he  never  faltered  ;  the 
weak,  because  he  was  a  pillar  of  strength. 
He  was  a  man  of  no  doubts  in  his  religious 
belief,  and  a  man  living  not  by  emotion, 
but  principle,  and  his  home  was  one  of 
hospitality ;  particularly  was  the  preacher 
his  guest. 

In  1816,  collector,  often  juror  and  select- 
man, many  years  lister,  nearly  always  high- 
way-surveyor, district  clerk  or  committee 
man.  In  all  his  more  active  life,  however, 
he  was  nearly  alone  in  his  politics,  he 
being  a  thorough  whig,  while  the  tov.n 
was  intensely  democratic.  For  which  rea- 
son probably  he  was  never  sent  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  as  this  seems  to 
be  the  only  office  of  importance  Vvhich  he 
at  some  time  has  not  held. 

At  the  age  of  24,  he  married  Sophronia 
Ryder.  They  had  12  children,  but  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy ;  the  rest  were  all 
living  in  1863.  One  daughter  died  in 
July,  1866;  the  rest  are  all  living,  18S1. 
And  in  the  fullness  of  affection  and  ten- 
derness all  will  say  he  was  a  good  father. 
Daily  he  gathered  them  around  his  fam- 
ily altar,  while  they  lived  witii  him,  and 
sought  for  them  the  reconciliation  of 
God.  He  walked  before  them  soberly, 
patiently,  peaceably.  His  soul  seemed 
like  an  unruffled  river,  gliding  ever  tran- 
quil and  even  in  its  banks  almost  alike 
in  sunshine  and  in  storm.  He  had  no 
eneniies  ;  but  was  Grandfother,  and  "  L' n- 
cle  Elisha, to  all  the  neighborhood.  Even 
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the  old  and  young  far  out  of  his  own  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  called  him  by  the 
sol)riquet  of  Uncle  Elisha,  and  seemed  to 
mourn  for  him  as  for  a  good  old  uncle. 
His  family  physician  remarked  of  him  after 
his  decease,  that  he  was  "tlie  one  man  of 
whom  he  could  say,  he  did  not  know  that 
lie  had  an  enemy  in  the  world.  He  was  a 
peacemaker." 

ONLY  A  LITTLE  WHILE. 
JJV  MKS.  LAUBA  BRIGlIAM  EOtCE. 

Only  a  little  wliile 
Lin;5ers  the  sprin^,'tinie  with  ltd  sun  and  dew 

And  s-jiig  of  hird=i.  and  gently  falling  rain, 
Aud  .springing  llowers,  on  hill.:iide  aud  ou  plain. 

Clothing  the  earth  in  garuieuts  fresh  and  new. 

Only  a  little  while 
The  suuiiner  tarrk-s  with  its  sultry  heat; 

Showering  it.s  smiles  upon  the  fraitfiil  land, 
Kipeiiing  iiie  harvest  for  the  r'^aper's  hand, 

Ere  auciimu  sIkiII  the  fruita;!  work  complete. 

Only  n  little  while 
The  aiitinoa  p.ihits  with  go igeonssiesi  the  leaves. 

Ere  wintry  winds  shall  pluck  them  from  the  bough 
To  draiie  the  earth's  dark,  corrugated  brow,— 

Then  hasten,  loiterer,  gather  in  thy  sheaves. 

Only  a  little  while 
The  winter  winds  sluill  moan  and  wildly  rave. 

While  the  tierce  storm-king  walks  abroad  in  might. 
Clothing  the  earth  in  garments  pure  and  white. 

Ere  the  grim  monarch,  too.  shall  lind  a  grave. 

Only  a  little  while, 
LUe's  spring-time  lingers,  and  our  youthful  feet 

Through  llowery  patlis  of  Innocence  are  led, 
Aud  joyous  visions  fill  our  careless  head  ; 

Too  bright,  alas  1  as  beautiful  as  fleet. 

Only  a  Ut'tle  while 
Life's  summer  wails  with  storm  and  genial  sun, 

With  days  of  toil  and  nights  of  calm  re])o?e; 
We  linil  without  its  thorn  we  pluck  no  rose. 

And  spring-time  visions  vanish  one  by  one. 

Only  a  little  while 
Ere  autumn  comes  and  life  is  on  the  wane  ! 

Happy  for  us  if  well  our  work  be  done. 
For  if  we  loitered  in  the  summer's  sun, 

Ilow  shall  we  labor  in  the  autumn  rain? 

Only  a  little  while, 
And  winter  comes  apace;  the  hoary  head. 

And  palsied  limbs,  tell  of  the  labors  past. 
And  victories  won— ah  I  souii  shall  be  t'nelast,— 

And  they  shall  ^vLisper  softly  "  he  is  dead." 

W.  W.  POKTJEK 

was  born  in  Fayston,  July  24,  1826.  He 
was  the  4th  son  of  Elliot  Porter  and' Sidney 
Ward,  the  former  a  native  of  Hartford,  the 
latter  a  native  of  Poultney,  Vt.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Judge  William  Ward,  judge  in 
Rutland  Co.  22  years. 

Wilfred  spent  his  time  until  he  was  17 
on  the  kirm,  and  attending  school  winters  ; 


at  which  time  he  commenced  studying  falls 
and  springs,  and  teaching  winters,  attend- 
ing the  academies  at  Montpelier  and  ]>a- 
kersfield,  and  working  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer  months  until  he  was  22  years 
of  age. 

As  early  as  fifteen  lie  had  set  his  laind 
upon  the  medical  profession  for  life,  and 
bent  all  his  energies  in  that  direction. 
Having  studied  medicine  some  time  pre- 
viously, he,  at  22,  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
G.  N.  Brigham,  and  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  which  he  continued  summers, 
teaching  school  falls  and  winters  for  i^ 
year,  when  he  entered  the  medical  college 
at  Woodstock,  where  he  remained  one 
term,  and  afterwards  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  for 
two  terms,  graduating  from  that  college  in 
the  fall  of  ""si,  when  he  came  to  Syracuse, 
and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Hiram  Hoyt 
for  a  short  time  ;  May,  1852,  entered  the 
school  at  Geddes  as  principal  teacher  for 
one  year,  and  May  16,  1S53,  opened  an 
office  in  that  place  to  practice  his  profession, 
which  he  has  continued  until  the  present. 

At  the  close  of  his  first  year,  the  res- 
ident doctor  of  Geddes  died,  leaving  him 
in  full  possession  of  the  field.  Dr.  Porter 
rose  rapidly,  and  by  integrity  of  purpose 
and  dealing,  grew  into  a  very  large  and  lu- 
cmtive  practice,  which  lie  carried  on  for  15 
years,  as  it  were,  alone,  after  which  he 
had  partners  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 

His  practice  gradually  extended  to  the 
city  of  Syracuse,  when,  in  1875,  the  de- 
mand upon  him  for  medical  treatment  from 
tliat  city  became  so  great  that  he  opened 
an  ofiice  there,  which  he  alternately  at- 
tends upon,  with  his  home  otBce  in  Geddes. 
He  has  been  for  25  years  a  member  of  the 
Onondaga  County  Medical  Society,  and  for 
one  term  its  president,  and  a  permanent 
member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society ;  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  upon  organiza- 
tion of  the  College  of  Medicine  of  Syracuse 
University,  in  1872,  he  was  appointed  clin- 
ical professor  of  obstetrics  and  gyniecology 
the  first  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  _\ear, 
professor  in  full,  which  position  he  still  re- 
tains. 

His  skill  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  has 
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won  for  him  a  position  in  the  esteem  of  the 

'  people  to  be  envied  by  young  practitioners, 
and  his  indomitable  perseverance  and  en- 
durance  of  body  have  enabled  him  to  grat- 
ify, in  a  great  measure,  the  laudable  am- 
bition of  his  earlier  years — to  be  among 
the  first  in  his  profession.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  movers  in  the  organization  and 
establishment  of  a  university  at  Syracuse, 
and  since  its  beginning  has  been  a  trustee 
and  closely  identified  with  all  its  interests, 
and  has  been  largely  identified  with  the  pub- 

•  lie  schools  of  his  .town  since  his  first  resi- 
dence there,  being  supt.  of  the  schools 
of  the  town  for  some  2  years,  and  trustee 

;     of  the  village  scliool  for  some  25  years  ; 

i     also  being  president  of  the  board  of  educa- 

i  tion. 

He  and  his  wife  are  warmly  attached  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  are 
not  only  liberal  supporters  of  the  same, 
but  of  any  enterprise  they  regard  as  look- 

I     ing  to  the  building  up  of  good  society. 

In  the  year  1S53,  Nov.  13,  he  married 
Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  Simeon  Draper  and 
Clarissa  Stone,  of  Geddes  ;  children,  Clara 

j  •   A.,  George  D.  (deceased),  Wilfred  W . 

\     Jr.,  Jane  and  Louie. 

i  LONGEVITY  RECORD  IN  1 88 1. 

!  Ruth  Chase  die(?  in  1865,  ''^gcd  84  ;  Tim- 
'■  othy  Chase  in  1875,93;  Benj.  Corliss,  in 
1S65,  nearly  91 ;  Henry  Morgan,  186S,  84. 
The  wife  of  ?  lenry  Morgan  (in  Northfield) , 
over  80  years.  Her  home  was  in  Fayston. 
James  Baird  died  in  1S70,  aged  81 ;  Geo. 
Somerville,  1S70,  80;  Margarett  Strong, 
1870,  98  ;  Elizabeth  Lamson,  in  1872.  Her 
friends  differed  as  to  her  age ;  some  claim- 
ed she  was  104 ;  others  that  she  was  but 
!  102.  Her  husband,  Jonathan  Lamson, 
1  died  some  20  years  since,  aged  between  80 
and  90 :  Jane  McAughin  died  in  1872,  aged 
;  82;  Capt.  Elliot  Porter,  1874,  nearly  90; 
Sidney  Porter,  his  wife,  1875,  S6;  Joseph 
and  Susan  Marble,  over  80  •  Zeviah  Boyce, 
1856,  aged  about  90;  Mehitable  Tyler, 
1S55,  between  80  and  90.  Elizabeth  Bar- 
rett died  in  Waitsfield  in  fSy^^  aged  93. 
She  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Fays- 
ton,  but  moved  to  W.  a  short  time  before  j 
her  death.  I 
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Town  Clerks,  WillardB.  Porter,  1 871  to 
'So;  D.  S.  Stoddard,  1880;  S.  J.  Dana, 
1 88 1.  Representatives,  1871,  none;  S.  J. 
Dana,  1872;  M.  S.  Strong,  1874;  D.  S. 
Stoddard,  1876;  Seth  Boyce,  1878;  Na- 
than Boyce,  1880.  Treasurers,  D.  S. 
Stoddard,  1871,  '72;  A.  D.  Bragg,  1875, 
•79;  Seth  Boyce,  1880,  '81.  First  Scleel- 
men,  C.  D.  Billings,  1S71  ;  Dan  Boyce, 
1872  ;  C.  S.  Dana,  1874  :  Seth  Boyce,  1875  ; 
J.  Patterson,  1876;  M.  S.  Strong,  1S79; 
John  Maxwell,  1878,  '79;  J.  P.  Boyce, 
1880,  '81.  Constables,  Cornelius  McMul- 
len,  1871,  72;  H.  G.  Campbell,  1873,  '74: 
C.  M.  Fisher,  1875,  '7^,  '79;  S.  J.  Dana, 
1877^ '78;  Allen  S.  Howe,  1880;  M.  S. 
Strong,  1881.  Grand  Jury,  G.  O.  Boyce, 
1871,  '72,  '73,  '75  ;  W.  B.Porter,  1874,  '76  ; 
C.  S.  Dana,  1S77,  '78;  Seth  Boyce,  1879, 
'80;  R.  Maxwell  and  Wm.  Chipman,  1881. 
School  Supt.,  Grey  H-.  Porter,  1871,  '72, 
*73 ;  Rev.  J.  Y.  Buzzel,  1874  to  1881. 
Irnstees  of  the  Toiun,  Seth  Boyce,  1873, 
79;  Geo.  Boyce,  1877,  '78,  '80,  '81.  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  Willard  B.  Porter,  1872, 
'74,  "76,  '78;  G.  O.  Boyce,  1872,  '74;  D. 
S.  Stoddard,  1S72,  '76,  78,  '80;  Z.  W. 
Bo3-ce,  1872,  '74;  H.  H.  Morgan,  1872; 
C.  D.  Billings,  1874  ;  E.  Ainsworth,  1874  ; 
S.  J.  Dana,  1876,  '78,  '80;  O.  S.  Bruce, 
J.  Z.  Marble,  1878  ;  Nathan  Boyce,  Stephen 
Johnson,  Dan  Boyce,  18S0. 

GERSHO-M  NELSON  BRIGHAM,  M.  D., 

for  20  years  a  practicing  physician  atMont- 
pelier,  was  born  in  Fayston,  Mar.  3,  1820, 
was  son  of  Elisha  Brigham,  who  made  his 
pitch  in  F.  with  the  first  settlers.  His 
mother,  Sophronia  Ryder,  whose  mother" 
was  Lucy  Chase,  a  relative  of  the  -Hon. 
Dudley  Chase  [See  Randolph  History, 
vol.  II],  was  a  woman  of  vigorous  consti- 
tution and  an  active,  original  mind,  ^"ev- 
eral  ancestors  in  the  Brigham  line  have 
been  physicians,  one  of  whom  was  Gershom 
Brigham,  of  ?^Iarlboro,  Mass.,  the  old  an- 
cestra'  town  of  the  Brighams  of  this  coun- 
try, the  stock  tracing  back  to  the  parish  of 
Brigham  in  Northumberland  Co.,  Eng- 
land. Dr.  G,  N.  Brigham  received  his 
education  in  our  common  schools,  with  a 


year  in  Wash.  Co.  Gram.  Sell,  and  a  half 
vcar  at  Poultney  Academy,  and  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  David  C.  Joslyn,  of 
Waitsficld,  Dr.  S.  W' Thayer,  now  of  Bur- 
lington, Prof.  Benj.  R.  Palmer,  now  of 
Woodstock,  graduating  at  Woodstock 
Medical  College  in  1845,  attending  three 
courses  of  lectures.  He  has  practiced  3 
years  at  Warren,  then  3  years  at  Waits- 
field :  removed  to  Monlpelier,  1849;  at- 
tended lectures  at  the  college  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.,  spending  much  time 
in  the  hospitals  of  the  city,  about  which 
lime  he  became  a  convert  to  homoeopathy, 
and  was  the  second  person  in  middle  Ver- 
mont to  espouse  the  cause  at  this  time  so 
unpopular,  and  one  of  six  who  founded  the 
State  Homoiopathic  Society.  He  has  ed- 
ucated quite  a  number  of  students  in  his 
office,  among  whom,  his  own  son.  Dr. 
Homer  C.  Pjrigham,  of  Montpelier,  and 
Prof.  Wilfred  W.  Porter,  of  the  Medical 
Department  in  the  Syracuse  University. 
While  at  iVlontpeJier  he  served  a  while  as 
postmaster;  was  town  superintendent  of 
common  schools  ;  lectured  on  education, 
temperance  and  sundry  scientific  subjects, 
and  has  been  a  contributor  to  medical 
journals,  and  known  to  the  secular  press  in 
essays  and  poetical  contributions  for  over 
25  years.  He  delivered  the  class  poem  be- 
fore the  Norwich  University  in  1870;  pub- 
lished in  that  year  a  12  mo.  vol.,  pp.  180, 
"The  Har  est  Moonand  other  Poems"at 
{h(^  /viversi'tfe  Prt'ss,  which  with  additions 
came  out  in  a  second  edition. 

The  Doctor  has  since  issued  a  "  W^ork 
on  Catarrhal  Diseases,^'  126  pp.,  and  re- 
ports a  work  on  "Pulmonary  Consump- 
tion," nearly  ready  for  press  ;  that  he  has 
written  this  year,  18S1,  a  play  in  tragedy, 
"  Benedict  Arnold,"'  that  he  expects  to 
publish.  He  is  regular  contributor  to  three 
medical  journals,  and  has  written  for  as 
many  as  thirty  of  the  leading  newspapers. 
East  and  West.  He  married,  ist,  Laura 
Elvira  Tyler,  dau.  of  Merrill  Tyler,  Esq., 
of  Fayston  ;  children.  Homer  C,  Willard 
Irving,  Julia  Lena,  Ida  Lenore.  His  first 
\vife  died  Mar.  12,  1S73.  He  married,  2d, 
Miss  Agnes  Ruth  Walker,  dau.  of  Ephraim 
Walker,  Esq.,  of  Springfield.    They  have 
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one  child.  Dr.  Brigham  has  resided  since 
1878,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  His  son. 
Dr.  Homer  C,  is  in  practice  at  Montpel- 
ier. In  his  poetical  writings — not  a  few — 
the  Doctor  has  always  inclined  to  the  pat- 
riotic. 

Aug.  i6th,  loothanniversary  of  Benning- 
ton battle.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Ver- 
monter's  Society  in  Michigan,  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Lion.  W.  A.  Howard  delivered 
the  oration,  and  Dr.  G.  N.  Brigham,  the 
poem.  We  give  an  extract.  In  our  crowd- 
ed pages  we  have  scarce  room  for  poetic 
extracts,  even,  and  this  appears  to  be  the 
nuisical  town  of  the  County.  Such  afiock 
of  native  poets,  all  expecting  by  right  of 
manor,  to  sing  in  the  history  of  their  birth 
town,  with  the  one  who  has  written  the 
most  in  this  prolilic  field,  we  must  begin 
to  be  brief.  Haply,  he  has  published  too 
widely  to  be  in  need  of  our  illustration  : 

FROM  "THE  BATTLE  OF  BENNIXG TOX.'' 

When  Freedom's  cause  in  doubtful  scule 
Ilinig  trembling  o'er  Coluiiibia's  land, 
And  men  with  siiikinc  hearts  tunied  pale 
That  'gainst  the  foe  there  stood  no  brand, 

Vermont,  tliy  banner  rose. 
Green  wavetl  thy  lofty  mountain  pine, 
Which  thou  didst  make  thy  battle  sign, 
Then  from  tin"  mountain  fastness  tliou 
Didst  sally  vv  iih  a  knitted  brow. 
And  tyrants  felt  thy  blows. 

The  bugle  blew  no  friglitful  blast 
Where  th'  sulphrous  smoke  its  mantle  cast, 
r>-r  of^  thy  sons  In  forest  Qeld 
Tl'.e  heavy  broadsword  learned  to  wield 

In  their  old  border  frays. 
Bred  to  reclaim  the  native  soil 
Witii  sinewed  limb  and  patient  toil, 
Tlie  forest  path  to  stouUy  fend, 
Wiiere  foes  did  lurk,  or  wild  beasts  wend, 
No  danger  did  amaze.  g 

Free  as  the  mountain  air  they  breathe, 
Tlie  vassal's  place  tiiey  dare  disown; 
The  blade  from  scabbard  to  unsheath 
And  see  the  slangliters  liarvest  sown, 

Ere  wrong  shall  rule  the  day. 
So  whentiic  midnight  cry,  "To  arms!  " 
Did  reach  them  at  tlieir  northern  farms. 
They  snatched  tlie  musket  and  he  powder-horn. 
And  sliook  their  brand  with  patriot.s'  scorn, 
Aii<l  gathered  to  the  fray. 

Vermont,  thy  soul's  young  life  was  there, 
Tliere  from  .,hy  rucks  up  leapt  the  tire 
That  made  tiiy  iiills  the  altar-stair 
To  holy  freedom's  star-crowned  spire, 

■  While  all  tlie  world  did  doubt. 
In  native  hearts  ami  native  blades 
The  fi"ee?nan's  hope  fi>r(>ver  lives; 
The  soul  that  firs-t  in  sorrow  wades. 
The  most  to  human  nature  gives 
In  sorest  times  of  drought. 
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Tlu;  hosts  of  Alhioii  filecj)  secure, 
Tlic  luountain  \M\t\\  to  them  Is  sure, 
Aud  111  their  dreams  Ihey  wait  the  day 
To  feast  a:id  drive  the  mob  away. 

And  toragu  on  the  town. 
Tlmt  dreanj  to  England  sealed  her  doom; 
Tiicy  roi..v!.'d  to  liuar  the  cannu;-.  hooju. 
And  see  the.  mountaineers  they  scorned 
In  serried  line  of  battle  formed, 

And  on  theiu  coming  down. 

And  who  here  making  pllgrimaf^e, 
When  told  how,  with  tlieir  muskets  clubbed. 
Our  sires  iVom  breastworks  drove  the  foe. 
Bow  here  were  Knglish  veterans  drubbed 

By  plowmen  gloved  in  steel. 
Shall  say,  the  race  keeps  not  to-day 
Tlie  Spartan  tiro- 


Shall  say.  If  with  this  trenchant  warp 
There  run^  not  througli  a  tliread  of  gold; 
Or  if  the  Attic  salt  still  tlows 
Through  pulsing  veiiis  of  later  mold, 
And  pledges  colored  wine. 


From  hence  the  field  of  }5(  nnington 
With  Concord  ami  with  Lcxin^rton, 
Upon  the  patriot's  scroll  shall  blaze. 
And  vittue's  hearts  proclaim  hi  r  praise. 

Till  chivalry's  page  shall  end- 
Shall  tell  hoAv  Murs  did  glut  his  rage, 
How  screamed  the  eagle  round  her  nest. 
When  deaili  or  freedom  was  the  gage, 
While  war  unloosed  her  battle  vest. 

And  carnage  rode  a  liend. 


Aud  where  the  nations  strive  and  hope, 
And  iu  the  breaking  darkness  grope. 
Here  may  expiring  faith  siill  burn. 
And  see  the  patriot's  embleni  turn 
Above  this  crimson  sea. 

From  another  poem  on  the  same  sub- 
ject : 

How  grand  thy  towering  clilTs,  where  twines 
Tlie  hemlock's  green  to  wreath  thy  crown; 

How  bright  t);y  peak->  v.hen  day  t!eclines, 
As  there  thy  glury  settles  down. 

Wlieu  stirred  tlie  border  feud,  how  rang 
The  note  of  war; 


And  where  the  wolf  run  down  her  prey 
By  grange  girt  iu  witli  woodland  dun. 

The  ranger  hurried  to  the  fray, 
Tliere  flashed  the  border-guardsman's  guu. 

Aud  when  a  mightier  cause  called  for 
Thy  sons  to  draw  the  sword 

The  bugle  gave  the  hills  its  blast. 

And  men  in  buckskin  breeches  came. 
Their  waists  slung  with  the  powdur-horu. 

Their  hearti  w  ith  freedom's  spark  all;ime. 
And  battled  till  the  STATE  was  born. 

 thy  border  cry 

Rang  to  the  Northern  cliffs  for  help. 

When  Allen  mustered  for  old  Ti., 
And  drove  from  there  the  lion's  whelp. 

From  there  to  Ilooslck's  bloody  flmne  ' 
.Marched  forth  our  sires  with  hearts  aflame. 

And  snatcl-.ed  the  British  lion's  plume. 
And  w  rote  for  us  a  storied  name. 


From  a  remembrance  to  Vermont : 

O,  bring  the  spring  that  plumes  the  glen. 
And  hearty  be  the  greeting; 

We'll  think  In  kindness  of  the  men 

Whose  hearts  to  ours  gave  beating; 

Nor  shall  their  armor  rust 

Taken  by  us  in  trust. 


Bathed  In  the  noon  of  peace,  green,  green 

Forever,  be  those  hills; 
Green  where  the  hoar-frost  builds  her  screen. 

And  winter's  goblet  fills. 
The  frost  and  cedar  green! 

Queen  Virgin  of  the  Ancient  North, 

Throned  spirit  of  tiic  crags, 
Who  called  the  sturdy  Aliens  forth 

To  weave  thy  battle-flags. 
We  take  the  sprig  of  pine, 
Proud  of  our  lineal  line. 
VermontI  Vermont!  Our  childhood's  home. 

Still  home  where'er  we  roam. 

MISS  SUSAN  GIUGGS. 
BY  ANNA  B.  liUAGG. 

Many  efficient  teachers  of  our*  district 
schools  have  been  reared  and  educated  in 
this  town,  though  tlie  greater  part  have 
followed  teaching  but  a  few  terms  before 
commencing  "  life  work/'  but  Miss  Griggs 
has  made  teaching  tlie  business  of  herlife, 
and  in  years  of  service,  number  of  pupils, 
and  dilTerent  branches  thoroughly  learned 
and  ii.ipartcd  to  others,  has  no  equal  here, 
and  perhaps  but  few  in  our  whole  country. 
She  was  born  in  this  town,  Feb.  1814. 
From  her  earliest  schooldays,  her  book 
was  her  favorite  companion,  often  upon 
her  wheel-bench,  that  sentence  after  sen- 
tence of  some  coveted  lesson  might  be 
committed  to  memory,  while  her  hands 
spun  thread  after  thread  of  wool  or  flax, 
working  willingly  for  herself  and  her 
brothers  and  sisters,  as  was  the  custom  in 
tliOvSe  days. 

When  12  years  of  age,  her  father,  an 
earnest  Christian  man,  died,  leaving  his 
wife  and  little  ones  to  struggle  along  the 
path  of  life  alone  in  God's  care.  But  as  in 
his  life  he  had  often  said,  "  Susan  is  our 
student,''  so  in  all  h^r  young  days  after 
she  seemed  to  hear  his  voice  encouraging 
her  to  give  her  time,  talents  and  life  to  the 
work  of  Christian  education.  She  began 
teaching  in  the  Sabbath-school  at  13,  and 
at  16  in  a  district-school,  where  for  many 
years  her  time  was  spent,  and  in  attending 
school,  as  she  completed  the  course  of 
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study  at  Newbury  Seminary.  In  1850, 
she  was  one  of  the  teachers  sent  out  to 
the  South  and  West  by  Gov.  Slade.  She 
taught  one  year  at  Wihnington,.  N.  C, 
and  tlien  went  toWolcottville,  Ind.,  under 
the  direction  of  Gov.  Slade,  a  small  village 
in  a  new  town,  first"  teaching  in  the  family 
of  George  Wolcott,  with  the  addition  of  a 
few  neighbors"'  children  ;  then  in  a  small 
school-house.  The  school  so  increased, 
Mr.  Wolcott,  the  founder  of  the  village, 
built  a  convenient  seminary  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, furnished  with  musical  instruments, 
library,  apparatus,  etc.  Here  she  taught 
for  17  years,  principal  of  the  school,  hav- 
ing sometimes  one  or  two  assistant  teach- 
ers, and  often  a  hundred  pupils.  Beside 
the  common  and  higher  English  branches, 
there  were  often  classes  in  German,  Latin, 
French  and  painting,  and  always  in  music, 
vocal  and  instnmiental,  and  alwa3S  a  lit- 
erary society,  and  always  a  Sabbatli-school, 
in  which  she  taught  a  class,  and  was  some- 
times superintendent.  She  says  "these 
years  were  full  of  toil,  but  bright  with  hope 
that  niinds  were  there  awakened  to  the 
beauties  of  the  inviting  reahns  of  purity 
and  truth.'' 

After  a  short  rest  with  a  brother  in  Mis- 
souri and  another  in  Wisconsin,  she  re- 
sumed teaching  in  Fort  Wayne  College, 
Ind. ;  afterward  in  Iowa  about  2  years,  and 
is  now  in  Kendallville,  Ind.,  one  of  a  corps 
of  12  teachers;  60  pupils  under  her  charge. 
*'Many  will  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed." 

Mrs.  Celia  (Baxter)  Brigham,  ofEvart, 
Michigan,  contributes  the  follosving  for  the 
Baxter  family : 

EBER  H.  BAXTER  AND  FAMILY 

came  to  Fays  ton  in  April,  1831,  and  lived 
there  20  years.  They  had  14  children ; 
one  died  in  infancy.  They  removed  to 
Michigan  with  10  children — two  remained 
in  Fayston — in  1851 .  Albert  Baxter,  eldest 
.son,  had  then  lived  in  Mich,  about  6  years. 
He  has  been  for  the  last  20  years  connected 
with  the  Grand  Rapids  Eagle  \  is  now  ed- 
itor of  Grand  Rapids  Daily  Eagle.  Albert, 
Celia — Mrs.  C.  B.  Brigham  5  Rosina — Mrs. 
R.  B.  Cadwell,  now  in  California;  Edwin, 
lawyer  in  Grand  Haven,  Mich.;  Uri  J., 
lawyer  in  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Sabrina — 


Mrs.  S.  B.  Cooper,  Evart,  Mich.  ;  and  Vi- 
enna I.-^Mrs.  V.  I.  B.  Gorman,  Lowell, 
Mich.,  of  the  Baxter  family,  are  more  or 
less  known  as  occasional  authors  in  prose 
and  poetry.  Twelve  children,  the  father 
now  in  his  8oth  year  (1879)  still  survive. 
Ira  C,  sixth  son,  left  his  body  on  the  field 
of  Chickamauga,  Sept.  20,  1863.  E.  11. 
Baxter  was  town  clerk  and  justice  of  peace 
in  Fayston  for  several  years. 

MRS.  CELIA  B.  BRIGHAM 

has  written  many  years  for  press,  and  for 
many  newspapers  and  journals  short  poems. 
She  has  sent  us  for  her  representation  in 
the  dear  old  birlhtown,  a  rather  pretty  col- 
lection, for  which  we  can  make  room  only 
for  the  following : 

TO  MY  SLEEPING  BABE. 
.  Gently,  little  clterub,  K^^nt^y 

Droop  those  we;iry  eyelids  now; 
•  Slnniher's  Is.'ind  Is  presssiiiii:  ligi\tly, 
Softly  on  thy  cloudless  hrow. 

Meekly,  little  sleeper,  meekly 
Folded  on  tlo'  gnlleless  hreast 

Dimpled  hands  of  pearly  whiteness- 
Lovely  is  thy  "  rosy  rest." 

Calmly,  little  dreamer,  calmly 
Beats  that  tiny  heart  of  thine— 

As  the  pulses  of  the  leaflet, 
IJockeU  to  rest  at  eventlme. 

Softly,  lUtle  darling,  softly 
Dies  away  thy  mother's  song; 

And  the  angols  come  to  guard  thee, 
Tliroufrh  tlie  night  hours,  lone  and  long. 

Sweetly,  blessed  infant,  sweetly 
Fail  thel  wliispers  on  thine  ear; 

Smiles  are  m  tliy  lips  of  coral- 
Snowy  pinions  hover  near. 

TO  AN  UNSEEN  MINSTREL. 

The  lark  may  sing  to  the  chickadee. 

From  his  lofty  azure  tlirone. 
Nor  feel  the  tliriU  In  the  maple  tree, 

"NVlicre  his  listener  sits  alone ; 
Even  thus,  thy  sjilrit  sings  to  me — 
Hoarest  tliou  tlie  answering  tone? 
From  their  sunward  flight,  san  thy  tireless  wings 
Ever  fold  where  the  forest  warider  slugs? 
Tliou  callest  the  voices  of  long  ago 

From  level-trodden  graves. 
As  the  wmd  may  call  an  echoing  note 

From  out  the  dark  sea  caves— 
As  tiie  Inirning  stars  of  heaven  may  call 
To  the  restless,  lieaviug  waves- 
That,  ever-changing  beneath  tlielr  gaze. 
Can  answ  er  only  In  broken  rays  I 

THE  NEGLECTED  BIBLE. 

Precious,  but  neglected  Bible! 

Let  me  opo  thy  lids  once  more, 
And,  wlUi  reverential  feelings. 

Turn  the  sacred  p.ages  o'er. 
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Soiireo  of  joj'  niid  coiisol;itk>ii, 

Vitiiily  doos  thy  fount  supply 
Me  ^vilh  Ilfu's  puve  crystal  Avuters— 

Lo!  I  lauguisli,  faint  and  die! 

Vol  because  Is  seslod  tlie  fountain 

Tiiut  could  sootlie  tlie  keenest  woe; 
Not  beofuise  tlic  stre.mi  unfailing: 

llalli  one  luonionf  ce;ised  to  flow; 
But  because  niy  thirsty  spirit. 

Seeking  bitter  draught,  passed  by. 
Heedlessly,  the  living  water?— 

Lol  1  languish,  faint  and  die  I 

Descriptive  of  how  many  a  Vermonter 
felt  in  1851,  is  a  little  "sonnet"  below,  by 
Elisha  Aldis  Brioiiam,  sent  me  by  Mrs. 
r>righani,  that  her  husband  may,  as  well  as 
herself,  have  a  little  niche  in  the  history  of 
their  native  town  : 

SONNKT. 

O,  tell  nionotof  L)beity'.s  5)righl  laud: 
Wlu  re  man  by  Irotlier  man  is  bouijht  and  sold  ; 
To  toil  in  sweat  and  tears,  for  oliiers  gold. 
Obedient  to  a  tyrant*^  sleru  command; 
Where  children  part  upon  the  auction  stand 
To  meet  no  more,  and  v.-eupin.!.'  parents  torn 
Asutider— slave-boiiiul  captives  long  to  mourn. 
Are  scsittercd  far  and  wide,  a  brokeu  band. 
ATliere  Justice  011  proud  Freedom's  altar  sleeps, 
Wliere  mercy's  voi'-e  is  never  heard  to  sigh ; 
"SVliert-  ]uty's  hand  ne'er  wipes  the  tearful  cye 
Of  Afrie's  exiles,  who  in  misery  weep— 
The  millions  throe  who  wear  oppression's  brand; 
Oh!  call  it  not  sweet  Freedom's  happy  land! 
Fayston,  Feb.  1S51. 

A  whole  budget  from  natives  in  the 
West :  We  will  not  give  any  one's  long 
piece  entire ;  but  not  having  the  heart  to 
leave  any  ion  or  daughter  who  knocks  at 
the  old  Gr^cn  Mountain  door,  out  entirely, 
even  if  they  are  unfortunately  a  "poet,*' 
we  shall  give  some  one  short  extract,  or 
sonnet  for  all  who  have  sent  home  their 
pieces  for  Fayston,  and  let  the  dry  old, 
only  statisticians,  grow  1  as  they  may.  Here 
comes  the  Fayston  men  and  women  of  the 
pen  for  a  page  or  two  :  First,  a  long  poem, 
almost  a  news-column,  fine  print,  "  written 
in  my  chamber  at  Washington,  on  the  an- 
niversary eve  of  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln.""  We  will  have  six  or  seven 
verses  from 

THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  ASSASSINATION. 
BY  U.  J.  r.AXTEK, 

Why  sound  the  bi^Ua 
So  niournfuny  upon  tlic  air  of  uiKht? 
Why  volley  forth  the  guns  upon  tlie  night, 

Willi  sudden  peal  that  tells 
Of  darkling  horror  and  of  dire  allright  ? 


The  morn  shall  ope 
With  a  dread  tale  tliut  tells  of  dark  cclipsi — 
Of  a  dark  deed  that  throws  its  black  eclipse 

On  all  a  nation's  hope. 
And  smites  the  joy  that  filled  a  ration's  lips  ? 

Stricken  and  low  ! 
Aye,  let  us  weep— weep  for  the  guilt  and  crime-* 
The  in;^rate  sense— the  coward  'f(u\\t  and  crime! 

Dissolve  in  tears  and  woe 
Tlie  darkling  liorror  of  this  monstrous  lime  ! 

Ills  name  breathe  not. 
His  thrice-accursed  name,  whose  brutal  haiii— 
Whose  foul,  polluted  heart  and  brutal  hand 

A  demon's  purpose  wrought. 
And  whelmed  in  grief  our  glad,  rejoicing  land. 


A  nation's  heart  bowed  with  him  in  the  dust 

We  turn  our  hope  in  vain 
To  seek  a  chieftain  worthy  of  his  trust. 

No  marvel  here  ! 
Two  kingliest  come  not  liaply  born  and  twinned- 
Each  age  its  one  great  soul,  nor  matched,  nor  twinned, 

Owning  no  mortal  peer- 
So  is  his  glory  in  our  age  unkiiined. 

His  mantle  fell- 
On  wliom  is  not  yet  shown— yet  sure  its  folds 
Are  buried  uol— its  rich  aiid  loving  folds 

Shall  lay  some  blessed  spoil 
On  him  who  most  his  noble  spirit  holds. 

Great  chieftain!   rest  I 
Our  hearts  shall  go  as  pilgrims  to  thy  tomb; 
Our  sjiirits  mourn  auil  bless  thy  martyr  lonib; 

We  deem  tl>y  lot  is  blest; 
Our  love  shall  rob  our  sorrow  of  its  gloom. 

All  coming  time 
Shall  ne'er  despoil  thy  glory  of  its  crov.  n  - 
E.ich  year  shall  set  Its  jewels  in  thy  crown- 
Each  day  bell's  i)assing  chime 
Shall  add  a  tongue  to  speak  thy  just  renown. 

LITTLE  BEN. 

BY  SARA)!  BKIGHAM  MAN-SFIKI.D. 

In  a  lonely  spot  In  a  dismal  street 
LltUe  IJen  sat  ''hafing  his  bare,  cold  feet. 
And  so  hungry,  too,  for  nothing  to  eat. 

All  the  long  day  had  poor  Ben. 
His  mother,  aljis,  had  long  been  dead— 
So  long,  he  could  just  renicmber,  her  and 
The  sweet  pale  face  as  she  knelt  by  his  bed 

And  prayed  God  to  bless  little  Ben. 

The  twilight  deepened,  how  dark  it  grew. 

And  how  heavily  fell  the  chill  night  dew, 

Atul  tlie  moaning  winds  pierced  througli  and  through 

The  form  of  poor  little  Ben. 
"  Oil!  why  am  I  left  here  alone,''  he  cried. 

Dear  mamma  told  me  before  she  died 
She  was  going  to  Heaven;  Oh,  mamm!),"'  he  siglied, 

*'  Why  don'!"  you  come  for  poor  Ben'i"' 

"  Can  you  be  happy,  tho'  in  Heaven  a  saint. 

While  I  am  so  cold,  so  weary,  so  faint? 

Dear  mother,  dost  hear  your  poor  darling's  plaint  V 

Oh,  come  tor  your  own  little  Ben! " 
The  morning  came  with  Its  rosy  light. 
And  kissed  the  wan  cheeks  and  lids  so  v.'hite. 
They  were  closed  for  aye!  In  the  lone  night 

An  angel  had  come  for  poor  Ben. 
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THE  FIllST  FLOWER  OF  SPRIXG. 
r.Y  ziTA  w.  uovcE,  (deceased.) 
Tlio  first  April  violet  beside  the  b^re  tree, 
LooklnjT  gayly  up  seenjcd  to  be  sayiu^c  to  mc, 

I  come  with  yon  robin,  sweet  spring  to  recall, 
There  caroling'  above  nie  the  glad  ne-.v-;  to  all- 
How  plea&ud  all  your  feel  jnj<5--yoiir  eye  aivl  your  ear; 
AVith  {TAy  exultation  you  •welcome  us  h.ore; 
IJiit  in  the  soon  future,  surrounded  by  floAvcrs, 
Aud  Summer  bint's  plumage,  far  gayer  than  ours. 
Forgotten  the  perils  we  willingly  bore-- 
First  messenger.^  telling  of  winter  no  more." 
I  thought  of  the  bird,  and  the  fioM  er,  and  then 
Confessed  it  is  thus  with  all  i>iouccr  men. 
Let  tliem  labor  aud  suffer  new  trutlis  to  disclose. 
Their  wants  or  their  woes  there's  nobody  knows. 
Tlie  world  owns  the  work  Vvhen  the  labor  is  done— 
Tlu  y,  the  bird  and  the  flower,  forgotten  and  gone. 

THE  RAIN. 
BY  >II:S.  r>.  T.  SMITH. 
When  from  winter's  icy  spell 
Burst  the  brooklets  In  the  dell. 

With  a  song: 
Wlion  the  early  robins  cull 
From  the  .sunny  garden  M  all, 

All  flay  long; 
Wlieu  the  crocus  shows  its  face. 
And  the  fern  its  daii  ty  grace. 

Ami  the  dalYodil; 
And  the  dandelion  bright 
Decks  the  field  with  golden  light 

Ontliohill; 
"When  the  Spring  has  waked  a  world  again, 
And  tlie  apple-blossoms  whiten. 
And  the  grasses  gleam  aud  brighten. 
Then  we  listen  to  the  rythmic  i)atter  of  the  rain. 

When  the  lllic-s,  snowy  white. 
Gleam  upoiuhe  lakelet  bright, 

'Mid  their  leaves; 
And  the  tvvittering  swallows  fly, 
liuilding  nests  for  by  and  by, 

'Neath  the  eaves; 
Roses  bin  h  i'  the  dewy  morn. 
Bees  thei)  lionoy -quest  have  gone 

Al  1  the  day ; 
And  the  daisies,  starry,  bright, 
Glisten  in  the  firefly's  light 

As  they  may; 
When  Summer  decks  the  mountain  and  the  plain. 
When  she  binds  her  golden  slieaves, 
I  hon  she  tilts  her  glossy  leaves 
In  the  splashing  and  the  dashing  of  the  rain. 

When  the  maple  forests  redden, 

And  the  sweet  ferns  brov.  n  and  deaden 

On  the  lea, 
Stralghtly  furrowed  lie  the  acres, 
Aud  we  hear  the  roar  of  breakers 

Out  at  sea; 
When  the  birds  their  columns  njuster. 
And  the  golden  pipins  cluster 

On  the  bough. 
And  the  autumn  breeze  is  sighing. 
Springtime  past  aud  Summer  dying, 

llere  and  now; 
And  autumn  ^  inds  are  filled  with  sounds  of  pain 
•    When  the  katydids  are  calling; 

Then  the  crimson  leaves  are  falliiK,' 
Through  tlie -.Vfeping  anil  the  moaning  of  th'  rain. 
Dubuque,  Iowa. 


THE  MOSS-CO VEKED  TROUGH. 
r.Y  S.  MINKRVA  BOYCE. 
Thut'moss-covorcrl  trough,  decaying  there  yonder, 

I  rcme!nber  it  well  when  but  a  child; 
Though  years  have  flown  by,  1  still  love  to  wander 
Along  the  old  road  by  the  v/oodlaud  wild. 

Ah!  yes,  I  remember  when  full  and  o'erflowing. 
With  the  clear,  sparkling  nectar,  so  cool; 

The  old  farmer  came  with  his  bucket  from  mowing. 
And  we  drank  Irom  his  cup,  tiien  trudged  on  to 
school. 

And  then  'neath  the  low-spreading  maple  clo^e  by  it, 

Were  gathered  the  wildlii^g?  of  May; 
There  blossomed  tiie  hat  of  a  l^d  who  drew  nigh  it. 

And  blue-bird  and  robin  sang  sweeter  tliat  day. 

Though  now  thrown  asid(!,  to  give  room  for  anotlier. 
All  neglected,  and  moss-giown,  and  old, 

I  still  find  a  charm  to  be  foiind  In  r.one  other. 
Were  it  carved  e'er  so  lovely,  or  plated  with  gold. 

Long  ago  the  old  farmer  finished  his  mowing. 
Filled  his  last  bucket,  "  reaped  his  last  grain;" 

Then  went  just  beyond  wliere  seed-time  and  sowing 
Will  never  recall  liim  to  labor  again. 

And  here  we  give,  if  we  may  nip  at 
will,  the  buds,  for  which  we  onl}-  have 
room,  a  pretty  extract  from  Sabrina  Bax- 
ter, born  in  P'ayston  : 

BUDS  AND  BLOSSOMS. 
We  walked  within  my  gii.rden 
On  a  de\\i%  balnjy  nif)rn— 

We  paused  bosido  a  rof  e-bush, 

The  swelling  buds  to  note- 
To  drink  the  gushing  fragrance 

Which  round  us  seemed  to  float; 


One  bud  we'd  viewed  but  yesternight, 

"W'hen  very  fair  it  grew— 
We'd  waited  for  tlie  morrow's  light 

To  sec  It  washed  in  dew, 
A  v/ormhad  found  the  curling  leaf. 

Had  marred  the  bursting  budlet. 
Had  withered  stem  and  flower. 

Alas!  for  earthly  happiness, 

In  bitterness  I  cried. 
Naught  beautiful,  naught  lovely. 

May  on  this  earth  abide! 
A  blight  is  on  the  floweret, 

A  blight  is  on  the  grove, 
A  doubly  blighting  power  upon 

Those  objects  that  we  love! 

" Mortal! "  the  voice  seemed  near. 
And  musical  the  tone. 

Are  there  no  buds,  whose  brightness 
Outshines  the  garden  rose? 

What  worm  had  nipped  the  blossom? 
Who  amwereth  for  those? 

"  Within  the  human  garden 
How  many  a  floweret  lies, 
Despoiled  by  reckless  gardener— 

And  In  the  whispered  lays  we  heard, 
And  from  the  flowers  there  smiled, 
A  plea  for  human  rose-buds — 
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Taking  a  skipping  extract  from  Kmogene 
M.  l^OYCE: 

I  paused  once  ir.orc  pave  a  low  lingering  looks 
AL  the  flcar  oldeii  place,  tlie  renionibcred  nooks: 
The  orcliard,  the  gard»Mi,  the  dark,  silent  null, 
The  little  red  cot  at  the  A>ot  of  the  liill, 
"Whore  tl)0  liltle  ti  ont  I>ro('k,  still  murniiircd  alon?:; 
The  olil  lofty  pities  ^anjc  the  same  nioiiniAM  son^', 
Whoa  with  father  aud  mother,  we  children  four. 
Had  gathered  at  eve  'round  the  old  cottage  door. 

SOLDIERS  OF  FAYSTON. 
DY  DOKKIC  S.  STOOUAUD. 

The  notes  of  war  that  rang  through  the 
hrncl  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  6i  were 
not  without  their  effect  upon  the  town  of 
Fayston.  Her  hardy  sons  willingly  re- 
sponded to  tlieir  country's  call.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  record  of  services  rendered 
and  lives  given,  who  served  for  tlieir  own 
town  in  tlie  order  of  enlistment  : 

TiiOArAS  Maxwell,  the  first  resident  o 
Fayston  to  respond  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teers. He  enlisted  May  7,  1861,  at  the 
age  of  20  years,  in  Co.  F.  2d  Vt.  Reg.  ;  was 
discharged,  by  reason  of  sickness,  Feb  21, 
1863;  re-eiilisted  Mar.  20,  '64,  in  Co.  V. 
17th  Vt.  Reg.  ;  severely  wounded  in  the 
Wilderness  May  6,  "64.  The  ball  entered 
the  neck,  passed  through  the  roots  of  the 
tongue,  and  lodged  in  the  base  of  the 
head,  where  it  still  remains ;  discharged 
June  17,  '65. 

iVlARK  AND  Luther  Chase,  brothers, 
enlisted  Aug.  14,  "61,  in  Co.  II.  6th  Vt. ; 
aged  26  and  iS  years.  Mark  was  dis- 
charged May  29,  "62  ;  reenlisted  Nov.  27, 
'63 ;  taken  prisoner,  and  died  at  Ander- 
sonville,  Ga.,  July  3,  '64.  Luther  died  in 
hospital  Jan.  31,  '62. 

Geo.  Somerville,  age  23,  enlisted  in 
Co.  G.  6th  Vt.,  Aug.  29,  "61  ;  discharged 
June  23,  '62. 

John  H.  Hunter,  age  41  ;  enlisted 
Sept.  2,  '61,  Co.  H.  6th  Vt. ;  chosen  cor- 
poral ;  discharged ;  reenlisted  Dec.  15,  '63  ; 
lost  an  ami  in  the  service ;  finally  dis- 
charged Mar.  10,  '65. 

Geo.  L.  Marble,  age  30,  enlisted  in 
Co.  G.  6th  Vt.,  Sept.  lo,  "61  ;  reenlisted 
Feb.  8. '64;  taken  prisoner  Oct.  19,  '64; 
supposed  to  have  died  in  Libby  Prison. 

Wm.  M.  Strong,  age  19,  enlisted  in  Co. 
G.  6th  Vt. J  Sept.  23,  '6r  ;  served  3  years; 
mustered  out  Oct  28,  '64. 


Allen  E.  Meiiuken,  enlisted  in  Co.  C^. 
6th  Vt.,  Sept.  27,  '6r,  age  23;  discharged 
by  reason  of  sickness,  Feb.  4,  '63. 

Cornelius  McMullen,  age  29,  enlisted 
in  Co.  B.  6th  Vt.,  Oct.  3,  '61,  re-enlisted 
Dec.  15,  '63,  transferred  to  Co.  H.  Oct. 
16,  '64.  served  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
mustered  out  June  26,  '65. 

Henry  C.  Backus,  age  24,  enlisted  in 
Co.  G.  6th  Reg't..  Oct.  7,  '61,  promoted 
sergeant,  mustered  out  Oct.  28,  '64. 

Warren  C.  Porter,  age  37,  enlisted 
Oct.  15,  '61,  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.,  served  3 
years,  mustered  out  Oct.  28,  '64. 

Chester  S.  Dana,  age  33,  enlisted  in 
Co.  B.  loth  Vt.,  July  18,  ^62,  chosen  5th 
sergeant,  promoted  to  Lst  sergt.,  sick  in 
general  hospital  much  of  the  latter  part  of 
his  sernce,  discharged  May  22,  '65. 

LaFayettk  Moore,  enlisted  in  Co.  F. 
2d  Vt.  as  a  recmit,  July  30.,  '62,  age  26, 
died  in  the  service  Feb.  29,  '64. 

HE.\iAN  A.  Moore,  age  21,  enlisted 
in  Co.  F.  2d  Vt.,  Aug.  2,  '62,  mustered 
out  June  19,  '65. 

Eli  Gibson,  recruit  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.. 
enlisted  Aug.  13,  '62,  age  22,  died  in  t!ie 
service  April  7,  '64. 

Lewis  Bettis,  a  resident  of  Wanen, 
enlisted  for  this  town  in  Co.  G.  6th  \'t., 
Aug.  13,  '62,  age  37 ;  transferred  to  the 
Invalid  Corps,  Jan.  15,  '64. 

John  Chase,  age  23,  enlisted  in  Co.  G. 
6th  Vt.,  Aug.  13,  '62;  mustered  out  June 
19,  '65. 

Nathan  Thayer,  age  23 ;  qnlisted  in 
Co.  H.  6th  Vt.,  Aug.  13,  '62;  discharged 
June  3,  '63. 

Nelson  J.  Boyce,  age  32;  enlisted  in 
Co.  G.  6th  Vt.,  Aug.  16,  '62:  transferred 
to  the  Invalid  Corps  July  i,  '63. 

Lester  H.  Harris,  age  25;  enlisted 
Aug.  18,  '62,  in  Co.  F.  2d  Vt. ;  died  ivlay 
18,  '63. 

The  following  17  soldiers  all  members 
of  Co.  B.  13th  Vt.,  (9  months);  enlisted 
Aug.  25,  '62;  mustered  in  Oct.  10,  '62,  at 
Brattleboro ;  mustered  out  at  the  same 
place  July  21,  '63;  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg being  the  only  one  in  which  they 
participated  : 

George  O.  Boyce,  2d  serg't.,  age  28; 
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with  others  of  his  company  taken  priboner 
by  rebel  guerrillas  while  going  from  Camp 
Carusi  to  Fairfax  station  with  supply  teams, 
May  14,  '63.  They  were  paroled  the  next 
clay,  and  returned  to  the  regiment. 

Dorric  S.  Stoddard,  3d  corporal,  age  28  ; 
William  P^.  ]5ackus,  age  22,  detailed  scout ; 
John  Baird,  age  20,  died  of  fever  soon 
after  returning  home  ;  Matthew  J]Iair.  age 
27,  afterwards  re-enlisted  in  56  Mass., 
killed  in  tlie  Wilderness  ;  Charles  D.  13il- 
lings,  age  19,  died  at  Camp  Carusi  May  19, 
'63 ;  Chauncey  Carpenter,  age  39,  re- 
cnlisted  Dec.  31,  '63.  in  Co.  C.  17th  Vt., 
discharged  May  13,  '65  ;  Samuel  J.  Dana, 
age  29,  wounded  at  Gettysburg  ;  Ro}  al  S. 
{ Haskins,  age  21  ;  Charles  C.  Ingalls,  age 
i  iS,  re-enlisted  Sept.  1,  "64,  in  Co.  G.  6th 
jvt.,  mustered  out  June  19,  '65;  Stephen 
Johnson,  age  21,  re-enlistcd  Aug.  26,  '64, 
in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.,  mustered  out  June  19, 
'65;  Ziba  H.  Mc,\Jlister,  age  21,  re-enlist- 
ed in  Cavalry  Co.  C.  Nov.  30,  '63,  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  A.  June  19,  '65,  mustered 
out  June  26,  '65  ;  Levi  Nelson,  age  20 ; 
William  Nelson,  age  26,  Daniel  Posnett, 
age  47,  W^infield  S.  Rich,  age  24,  Reuben 
Richardson,  age  45,  transfer  red  to  Co. 
H.,  re-enlisted  Nov.  30,  '63,  in  Co.  H.  6th 
Regt.,  discharged  May  12,  '65. 

William  G.  \Vilkins,  age  18,  enlisted  in 
Co.  F.  2d  Vt.,  June  16, '63,  discharged 
Jan.  21 ,  '64. 

j  Robert  Hoifman,  age  21,  enlisted  in  the 
j3d  Battery,  Oct.  19,  "64,  discharged  June 
1 15/65. 

John  W.  Palmer,  enlisted  in  Cavalry, 
jCo.  C.  Nov.  28,  '63,  age  23,  transferred 
to  Co.  A.  June  21,  '65,  mustered  out 
Aug.  9,  '65. 

Judson  W.  Richardson,  age  29,  enlisted 
in  Co.  H.  6th  Vt.,  promoted  cor})oral 
June  19,  '65,  and  mustered  out  June  26,  '65. 

Charles  O.  Dyke,  age  18,  enlisted  Nov. 
3'^.  '63,  in  Co.  H.  6th  Vt. ;  mustered  out 
June  26,  '65. 

Myron  Mansfield,  age  18,  enlisted  Dec. 

'63,  in  Co.  H.  2d  U.  S.  Sharp-shooters  ; 
transferred  to  Co.  Pl.^.th  Vt.,  Feb.  25,  '65  ; 
sisi)[)Osed  to  have  died  at  Andersonville. 

Benj.  B.  Johnson,  age  20,  enlisted  Dec. 
3.  "63,  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt. ;  transtVrred  to 


\''et.  Res.  Corps,  ]3ec.  4,  '64;  mustered 
out  July  15,  '65. 

W^m.  H.  Johnson,  age  iS,  enlisted  Dec. 
3,  '63,  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.  ;  pro.  corp.  Sept. 
23,  '64 ;  serg't.  June  20,  '65 ;  mustered 
June  26,  '65. 

Charles  B.  Corliss,  age  18,  enlisted  Dec. 
3,  '63,  in  Co.  G.  6dj  Vt. ;  discharged  June 
28,  ^65. 

Anson  O.  Brigham,  age  21,  enlisted 
Dec.  5,  '63,  in  Co.  H.  6th  Vt.  ;  trans,  to 
invalid  corps,  and  discharged  June  28,  "65. 

Calvin  B.  Marble,  age  iS,  enlisted  Dec. 
9,  '63,  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.  ;  niustered  out 
June  26,  '65. 

Edwin  K.  Chaffee,  age  iS,  enlisted  Dec. 
9,  '63  in  Co.  H.  6th  Vt. ;  pro.  corp.  June 
19,  '63-;  must,  out  June  26,  "65. 

Asa  F.  Corliss,  age  20,  enlisted  Sept.  7, 
"64,  in  Co.  G.  6th  Vt. ;  must,  out  July  19, 
'65. 

John  W.  Ingalls,  age  28,  enlisted  Sept. 
16,  '64,  but  did  not  enter  service. 

This  town  also  furnished  14  non-resident 
soldiers,  of  whom  I  can  give  but  a  meagre 
report,  as  follows : 

Geo.  Arnold,  Francis  E.  Buck,  Thomas 
Bradley,  ist  army  corps;  Sidney  Dolby, 
54  Mass.  (colored)  ;  Wm.  W.  Green, 
Philip  Gross,  ist  A.  C.  ;  WTn.  J.  Hopkins, 
cav.  ;  John  J.  Hern,  ist  A.  C.  ;  Randall 
Hibbard,  ist  A.  C. ;  Frederic  Kleinke,  ist 

A.  C. ;  Nelson  Parry,  Co.  B.  7th  Vt., 
Nicholas  Schmidt,  ist  A.  C.  ;  John  S. 
Templeton  ;  James  Williamstown,  ist  A.  C. 

The  following  persons  were  furnished 
under  draft,  five  of  whom  paid  commuta- 
tion:  Hiram  E.  Boyce,  Eli  Bruce,  Jr., 
Nehemiah  Colby,  Charles  M.  Fisher, 
Julius  T.  Palmer,  and  one,  Nathan  Boyce, 
procured  a  substitute. 

This  town  probably  furnished  from  her 
own  residents  as  many,  if  not  more,  sol- 
diers for  other  towns  than  were  credited 
to  her  from  non-residents,  the  record  of 
some  of  which  is  given  as  follows  : 

Andrew  J.  Buder,  Co.  H.  6th  Vt. ;  Hi- 
land  G.  Campbell,  3d  Vt.  Battery;  Alba 

B.  Durkee,  Co.  L  9th  Vt.  ;  Timothy  Don- 
ivan,  Co.  H.  6th  Vt. 

In  Co.  G.  6th  Vt. :  Edward  Dillon,  G. 
W.  Fisher,  James  N.  Ingalls,  Robert  Max- 
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well  and  Samuel  Maxwell.  In  3d  Vt.  : 
Wm.  W.  McAllister.  In  Co.  G.  6th  Vt.  : 
James  H.  Sonierville,  Ichabod  Thomas. 
Dexter  Marble  lost  a  leg  in  the  ser\'ice,  in 
a  Wisconsin  regiment. 

Thus  1  have  given  as  best  I  can  from 
memor)-,  and  from  data  at  command,  an 
imperfect  record  of  Fayston  and  Fayston 
men  during  the  rebellion.  Undoubtedly 
the  foregoing  record  is  not  perfect,  yet  I 
think  it  is  substantially  correct. 

Probably  no  town  in  the  state  suffered 
more  financially  than  this.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  war  when  large  bounties 
were  demanded  by  volunteers,  and  paid  by 
wealthy  towns,  Fayston,  to  save  herself 
from  draft  was  obliged  in  one  year  (1S64) 
to  raise  for  bounties  and  town  expenses 
the  almost  unheard  of  sum  of  S12.50  cents 
upon  every  dollar  of  her  grand  list,  thus 
subjecting  the  owner  of  a  simple  poll  list 
to  the  payment  of  a  tax  of  $35.  Yet  this 
enormous  sum  was  paid  immediately,  with 
scarce  a  murmur  of  complaint,  and  not  a 
dollar  left  to  be  a  drag-v,  eight  upon  tax- 
payers in  after  years. 

F'ayston  can  look  back  upon  her  finan- 
cial record  as  a  town,  and  the  military  rec- 
ord of  her  soldiers  with  no  feelings  but 
those  of  honor,  satisfaction  and  pride ; 
knowing  that  the  privations  and  valor  of 
her  sons  in  the  field,  and  the  liberality  of 
her  citizens  at  home  all  contributed  their 
mite  to  keep  the  grand  old  flag  still  float 
ing  over  a  free  and  undivided  natioi^. 

grand  ar-mv  republic's  response  to 
Sumner's  bill  for  erasing  our 
battle  records. 

KY  D.  S.  STODDAHD. 
Blot  out  our  battle  records,  boys, 

Cliarlt^s  Sumner's  bill  t.loth  say  ; 
Forget  that  you  were  soldiers  once. 

And  turn  your  thouj^lita  away. 

Yes,  turn  your  tliouglits  away,  my  boys, 

Su  noble,  brave  and  true; 
Forget  you  lugjred  a  knapsack  once. 

And  wore  the  army  blue. 

Flaunt  not  that  starry  flas-,  niy  boys, 

Witli  Lee's  Mills,  on  its  told. 
Twill  make  some  rebel's  heart  ache,  boys. 

To  see  it  there  so  bold. 

And  blot  out  Savage  Station,  too. 

And  likewise  Malvern  Hill ; 
That  was  a  noisy  place,  you  know. 

But  blot  it  out,  you  will. 


Fort  Henry,  ton,  and  Douelson, 
"Where  Grunt  "Surrender"  spake. 

In  such  deckled  tones  it  made 
Tlie  rebel  Pillow  shake. 

And  Shlloh,  too.  and  Vicksl)urg,  where 

Ono  Fourth  of  July  day. 
Brave  Peu)i>erton  his  well-lried  sword 

At  the  feet  of  Grant  did  lay. 

And  Cedar  Creek,  and  Winchester, 

And  Sheridan's  famous  ride: — 
Forget  it,  hoys,  forget  it  all. 

It  hurts  tlio  rebels'  piide. 

And  Fredericksburg,  and  Antietani, 
Wliere  cannon  rang  and  roared; 

And  Gettysbu!-g,  where  lliree  long  days 
Grape  shot  and  shell  were  poured. 

Where  tliousands  freely  gave  their  lives. 
And  drenched  witli  bh)od  the  sand. 

To  stay  the  fiow  ol  Treason's  tide 
In  Freedom's  happy  land. 

And  Richmond,  too,  and  Petersburg, 

And  the  Wilderness,  f(U-gef ; 
And  conira<'es  dear  who  fought  so  well. 

Whose  sun  of  life  there  set. 

Forget,  my  boys,  you  ever  marched 

Witli  Sherman  to  tlie  sea  1 
Deny  you  ever  fotiglit  against 

The  rebels  under  Lee : 

And  Appomattox  Court  House,  too. 

Where  Lee  dissolved  his  camp; 
And  gave  his  long  and  well-tried  sv/ord 

To  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Those  names,  we've  loved  them  long,  my  boy; 

And  olt  a  glow  of  pride 
Has  thrilled  tlirough  every  vein,  to  tliiak 

We  fought  there  side  by  side. 

And  oftentimes,  my  comrades  dear, 

Tliere  comes  a  sadder  thought— 
Tlie  price,  the  price  I  by  wliich  our  land 

These  cherished  reeurds  bouglit. 

And  now  shall  we  erase  those  names, 

A  nd  make  our  battle-Jlags, 
Which  e'er  have  been  the  soldier's  pride. 

Nothing  but  worthless  rags? 

No  more  shall  read  those  glorious  names 

While  swinging  in  tlie  breeze? 
No  more  our  hearts  shall  swell  with  pride 

To  think  of  bygone  deeds? 

And  must  we  suffer  all  this  shame 

To  please  that  rebel  horde, 
AVho  brought  the  Avar  upon  themselves 

By  drawing  first  the  sword? 

Then  we  must  ask  their  pardon,  too. 

For  what  we've  done  and  said  ; 
Tramp  dowii  the  graves  of  comrades  dear. 

And  liouor  rebel  dead. 

And  I  suppose  the  next  kind  thiug 

That  Suuiuer'U  want  is  this. 
That  we  get  down  upon  our  knees. 

And  rebel  coat-tails  kiss! 

Now,  comrades,  when  all  this  appears. 

'Twill  be  when  we  are  dead! 
When  every  man  who  fought  the  rebs 

Sleeps  iu  his  narrow  bed ! 
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For  wliile  there's  one  of  us  alive, 
Tboiit-'li  kickod,  or  ciifl'ed,  or  spuriu>dl 

Our  battlc-dagy  shall  bear  those  names 
That  we  so  richly  earned: 

Aiid  w  hen  wc  swins:  them  In  the  breeze. 

Those  iiaine^  shall  I'listen  there, 
As  lonx  as  tliey  enfold  a  stripe 

Or  hear  a  sinjrle  star. 

IJebels  may  sigh  for  what  they  lost. 
And  luoiim  for  what  we  won ;—  . 

Their  moans  and  sighs  can  ne'er  atone 
For  half  tne  mischief  done. 

And  comrades,  when  we  older  grow. 

And  gray  hairs  fill  our  head, 
Au<l  some  of  us  lie  sleeping  there 

Amid  tlie  quiet  dead ; 

Our  children  then  will  catch  the  theme  ^ 

Those  battle-flags  inspire, 
And  oltentimes  tlieir  hearts  be  filled 

With  patriotic  tire! 

And  should  it  bo  \n  future  years 

That  Treason  rears  it*  head. 
And  threatens  to  destroy  the  laud 

For  which  we  fought  and  bleil; 

Guv  sons  will  hoist  those  war-worn  flags. 

And  wave  them  tow"rd  the  sky, 
While  rebels  learn  Rgaiu,  my  boys. 

That  Treason  then  must  die. 

Those  records  fair  shall  never  be 

Expunged  from  human  sight! 
Before  we'll  suffer  that,  my  boys. 
We'll  go  again,  and  tight. 
Fayston,  Vt.,  Jan.  8,  1S73. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Boyce  continues  and  thus 
closes  tlie  record  of  Fayston  : 

SAMUEL  DANA 

has  been  a  resident  of  Fayston  for  many 
years,  and  raised  a  large  family  here.  Six 
of  his  sons  and  one  son-in-law  were  in  the 
army  in  the  great  rebellion.  Several  of 
them  were  seriously  wounded  while  in  ser- 
vice, yet  all  are  now  living  and  the  fother 
and  mother  also. 

I  have  been  able  to  gather  but  little  con- 
cerning our  military  record  previous  to  our 
late  war. 

In  1841,  one  Jesse  Mix  was  a  revolution- 
ary pensioner,  and  William  Wait,  and  a 
Mrs.  Hutchinson.  John  Cloud,  who  lost 
a  leg  in  the  revolutionary  war,  was  for 
many  yciirs  a  resident  of  this  town,  but 
died  elsewhere. 

Of  the  v,-ar  of  1S12  there  are  no  records 
that  I  can  find,  and  the  old  inhabitants  are 
either  dead  or  moved  away. 
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Marshfield  was  granted  to  the  Stock- 
bridge  tribe  of  Indians,  Oct.  16,  17S2,  and 
chartered  to  them  June  22,  1790,  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Vermont,  containing 
23,040  acres;  lat.  44°  19',  long.  4^' 30' 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Winooski ; 
bounded  N.  by  Cabot,  E.  by  Peacham  and 
Harris'  Gore,  S.  by  East  Montpclier,  Plain- 
field  and  Goshen  Gore,  W.  by  Calais  and 
East  Montpelier. 

In  the  charter  it  is  stipulated  the  town- 
ship shall  be  divided  into  75  equal  shares, 
etc.,  with  the  usual  charter  conditions. 

Tlie  charter  is  signed  by  Gov.  Moses 
Robinson  and  Joseph  Tracy,  Sec. 

The  township  was  purchased  of  the 
Indians  by  Capt.  Isaac  Marsh  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass.,  in  honor  of  whom  it  is 
named,' for  ^140  lawful  money,  and  the 
deed  was  signed  by  18  Indians,  thus: 

0  Joseph  Shawguthguat,  0  Hcndrick 
Aupanmat,  OJehosuhim  Alokaim,  0  Peter 
Pohijhionurpjsut,  -[-Joseph  Luonahant, 
-j-John  Pophmin,  -[- Solomon  Ouargaria- 
hont,  -j- Uhndrw  Warmaeraph,  -f-Vendvu 
Wc-Himurmn,  -\-  Hudrink  Ihchumhwmli, 
-j-  Moses  Laupumnsapeat,  -|-  Thomas 
Wind,  -{-  John  Thonhpol,  -}-  David  Neson- 
ukausdaliawauk,  -|- Cornelius  Janmauch, 
-f- David  Nesonuhkeah  Grum,  -{-Abraham 
Maummumthickhui ,  -|- I^^^--'^^  Unamprey. 

This  deed  was  given  July  29,  17S9,  and^ 
witnessed  by  David  Pixley  and  John  Sar- 
geant,  missionary. 

These  Indians,  it  is  supposed,  when 
they  secured  the  grant  of  this  land,  in- 
tended to  remove  here,  and  make  it  their 
hunting-ground,  but  finding  white  settle- 
ments were  beginning  to  cluster  around  it, 
they  disposed  of  it  as  best  they  could,  and 
sought  the  unbroken  forests  of  New  York 
and  called  the  new  home  there,  in  honor 
of -the  old  one  in  Massachusetts. 

Capt.  Marsh  had  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  a  young  widow  by  the  name  of  Pit- 
kin, of  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  four  of 
her  sons,  and  two  of  his  own  daugliters  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  his  new  township. 
Caleb  Pitkin  one  of  these  sons,  came  from 
East  Hartford  as  a  surveyor,  with  a  com- 
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pany  under  Gen.  Whitclaw,  in  the  spring 
of  1790.  They  spent  the  summer  survey- 
ing- in  tliis  wilderness,  returning  to  Con- 
necticut in  the  autumn.  They  spent  the 
next  season  lierc  also.  Caleb  was  cook 
for  the  company,  and  it  was  asserted  he 
"  could  cook  as  well  as  a  woman."  In  the 
springs  of  1792,  '93,  he,  together  with  his 
brother,  Martin  Pitkin,  and  Gideon  Spen- 
cer, came  here,  and  labored  clearing  land, 
preparatory  for  a  settlement,  returning  to 
East  Hartford  in  the  autumn,  each  year. 
The  winter  following  Caleb,  having  mar- 
ried Hannah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Marsh, 
and  Gideon  Spencer,  having  previously 
married  Polly,  another  of  his  daughters, 
together  with  Aaron  Elmer,  also  a  married 
man,  removed  to  this  town.  The}-  came 
as  far  as Montpeher with  teams;  and  from 
there,  the  snow  more  than  4  feet  deep  in 
Feb.,  they  came  with  handsleds.  Caleb 
Pitkin  settled  on  the  farni  w  here  his  son, 
Jas.  Pitkin,  now  dead,  resided.  Gideon 
Spencer,  where  his  grandson  Stephen 
Spencer  lives,  and  Aaron  Elmer  where 
John  Harris  Eaton  resides.  All  their  pro- 
visions' and  furniture  they  brought  from 
Connecticut  over  roads  which  would  now 
be  deemed  impassable.  In  the  summer 
they  were  joined  by  Ebenezer  Dodge  and 
family. 

John  Preston  Davis,  son  of  Ebenezer 
Dodge,  was  born  Sept.  7th,  of  this  year, 
and  was  the  hrst  child  born  in  town. 
James,  son  of  Caleb  Pitkin,  was  born  in 
Jan.,  1795,  and  was  the  second  child  born, 
and  the  first  girl  born  in  town,  was  Betsey, 
daughter  of  Gideon  Spencer,  now  wife  of 
Dea.  Dan  Storrs.  During  this  first  season 
no  one  of  these  settlers  owned  a  team, 
and  all  the  grain  for  their  families  was  car- 
ried to  Montpelier  to  be  ground,  and 
brought  home  upon  their  backs,  they  leav- 
ing the  bran  to  lighten  their  loads. 

March  i,  1795,  Johhua,  Stephen,  and 
Nathaniel  Pitkin,  and  Solomon  Gilman 
moved  into  town.  Joshua  Pitkin  settled 
near  the  centre  of  the  town  where  William 
Haskins  now  resides.  Stephen  Pitkin  on 
the  farm  below,  where  Powman  Max  tin 
lives,  Nathaniel  Pilkin,  who  was  cousin  to 
the  other  settlers  of  the  name,  on  the  road  ' 


from  Abram  Wood's  to  the  saw-mill  in  the 
south  i)art  of  the  town,  and  .Solomon  Gil- 
man  where  his  grandson  Loomis  Gilman. 
now  resides. 

Settlers  continued  to  come  in.  Stephen 
Rich  was  an  early  pioneer,  commencing 
his  settlement  where  his  grandson,  Samuel 
D.  HoUister,  now  lives. 

Nathaniel  Dodge,  another, , who  came  at 
a  day  so  early,  that  he  moved  all  his  goods 
into  town  on  a  hand-sled,  was  an  upright, 
Christian  man,  accumulating  a  good  prop- 
erty and  bringing  up  a  large  family,  only 
two  of  whom  remain  in  town. 

Martin  Pitkin  removed  here  previous  to 
the  organization  of  the  town.  Simeon 
Dvvinell  was  also  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  one  of  the  best  of  citizens  ;  afterwards 
four  of  his  brothers,  men  of  worth,  Mar- 
tin, Squier,  Zenas,  and  Aaron  Bullock ; 
the  right  kind  of  men  ;  John  Pike,  whose 
5  sons  all  tilled  the  soil  and  made  their 
homes  here  ;  Daniel  Bemis  with  his  large 
family  ;  Caleb  Putnam,  the  first  blacksmith 
in  town,  who  made  all  the  nails  used  in 
the  early  days ;  cut  nails  such  as  are  now 
used,  being  quite  unknown.  Mr.  Putnam 
was  not  only  a  good,  ingenious  blacksmith, 
but  also  a  good,  useful  citizen.  After  some 
years,  he  removed  to  Woodbury,  where 
he  died. 

So  rapid  was  the  tide  of  immigration, 
tliat,  at  the  organization  of  the  town,  61 
men  took  the  fr-  emen's  oath.  Shall  I  say 
of  these  men,  that  they  were  industrious, 
energetic,  persevering?  None  but  such 
men  would  think  of  making  comfortable, 
permanent  homes  in  a  forest.^  The  farms 
they  cultivated,  the  school,  and  dwelling- 
houses  they  erected,  the  thrift  which  soon 
became  apparent  on  every  hand,  all  tell 
what  kind  of  men  vvere  the  pioneers  of 
Marshneld. 

Joshua  and  Stephen  i^tkin  for  a  few  of 
the  firs4:  years  worked  in  company,  after- 
wards they  mutually  agreed  to  dissolve 
partnership,  and  amicably  divided  their 
possessions.  They  built  the  first  framed 
barn  in  town.  It  was  raised  July  4,  1796. 
This  barn  in  their  settlement  became  the 
property  of  Joshua  Pitkin.  Stephen  Rich 
raised  a  barn  June  20,  1797.     Caleb  and 
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Stephen  Pitkin  had  each  a  barn  raised 
June  26,  1797.  June  28,  1798,  William 
Holmes  raised  a  barn;  also  Kbenezer 
I)od<;e  raised  a  barn  July  6,  '98.  Capt. 
Stepheii  Rich  raised  his  house  June  14, 
iSoo.  This  was  the  first  framcd-house  in 
town.  Stephen  Pitkin,  it  is  supposed, 
built  the  next  tramed-house,  two-story. 
Joshua  Pitkin  raised  a  two-story  house, 
Sept.  24,  1S03.  Nathaniel  Pitkin  raised  a 
house  June  20,  1S04,  and  Timothy  Cole 
raised  a  house  June  24,  1804, 

THE  FIRST  RELIGIOUS  MEETING 

in  town  of  which  wc  fmd  any  record,  was 
Sunday,  Aug.  20,  1797,  at  Natlianiel 
Dodge's.  The  25th  of  Sept.  after,  Mr. 
Gilbert  preached  at  Joshua  Pitkin's.  He 
was  a  missionary  from  Connecticut ;  and 
Oct.  20,  '97,  a  meeting  at  Nathaniel 
Dodge's,  no  preacher  mentioned,  and  it  is  ]  Rowland  Edwaids  of  Montpelier. 
probable  a  sermon  was  read,  as  this  was  j     Capt.  Marsh  came  fron^i  Connecticut  to 


lects  many  times  eating  biscuit  and  butter 
very  near  that  sap-trough.  The  box,  he 
thought,  would  hold  200  pounds.  He  also 
tells  me  the  first  cow  his  father  owned,  he 
drove  from  Newbury  through  the  wilder- 
ness by  marked  trees,  34  miles.  He  did 
not  say  how  the  cow  lived  the  first  winter, 
but  the  second  they  raised  a  very  large 
crop  of  wheat,  and  the  cow  was  fed 
through  winter,  on  wheat  in  the  stook. 
Slie  was  very  sleek,  and  yielded  a  large 
c^uantity  of  milk. 

The  children  must  be  educated.  In 
1799,  a  meeting  of  the  settlers  v/as  called, 
and  they  concluded  to  build  a  log-school 
house,  covered  with  bark.  It  stood  just 
above  where  the  road  turns  off  to  go  to  Dan- 
iel Dodge's.  Miss  Nancy  Caldwell  taught 
the  first  school ;  was  afterwards  married  to 


often  the  case  in  after  years.  From  this 
time  meetings  were  occasionally  held  in 
town  ;  very  many  it  seems  at  Capt.  Rich's  ; 
for  many  years  and  also  frequently,  at 
Nathaniel  Dodge'^  ;  sometimes  at  Joshua 
Pitkin's.  Among  the  ministers  who  occa- 
sionally preached  here  in  the  early  days, 
were  Elder  Wheeler,  of  Montpelier,  Bap- 
tist, Revs.  Kinnee  of  Plainfield,  Hobart 
of  Berlin,  Lyman,  of  Brookfield,  Wright 
of  Montpelier,  Congregationalists. 

How  did  our  settlers  live?  in  every  de- 
partment of  labor,  almost  nothing  to  do 
with?  For  making  of  maple  sugar,  the 
first  five-pail  kettle  owned  in  town,  Caleb 
Pitkin  brought  from  Montpelier  on  his 
back,  and  sap-troughs  had  to  be  made, 
and  the  sugar-house  was  two  huge  logs 
with  the  kettle  hung  between,  the  smoke 
and  ashes  inclined  to  blow  towards  you  ;  the 
sap  had  to  be  gathered  by  hand,  and  where 
was  the  man  who  owned  a  sap-holder  ? 
And  when  sugar  was  made,  where  was  it 
to  be  stored  ?  James  Pitkin  told  the  WTiter, 
he  could  remember  how  his  father  provided 
for  this  emergency.  In  June,  he  pealed 
birch-  bark,  soaked  it,  and  sewed  it  with  a 
strong  wax-end,  and  thus  made  a  large 
bo.x,  less  the  bottom,  but  he. sat  this  on  a 
smooth  piece  of  bark,  with  a  sap-trough 
under  to  catch  the  molasses,  and  he  recol- 


visit  his  children  and  their  families  three 
times,  and  once,  Jan.  7,  1797,  his  wife  came 
with  him.  No  small  undertaking  for  a  lady 
past  middle  age,  with  such  roads.  These 
visits  were  seasons  of  great  interest  to 
their  children,  and  no  less  so  to  theni- 
selves.  They  were  made  happy  l>y  seeing 
the  prosperity  of  the  settlement,  and  the 
thrift  which  was  apparent  among  their 
children.  Mrs.  Marsh  died  the  next  sum- 
mer. Capt.  ^larsh  lived  some  years 
longer,  and  married  the  third  wife. 

When  Capt.  Marsh  and  his  wife  returned 
home,  Joshua  Pitkin  went  in  company  with 
them  as  far  as  Walpole,  N.  H.  ;  was  four 
days  going,  and  four  returning.  Tliey 
went  the  first  day  to  Williamstown,  the 
next  to  Pomfret,  the  next  to  Cavendish, 
and  the  next  to  Walpole.  Joshua  Pitkin 
has  also  a  record  of"  his  going  to  Judge 
Lynde's  of  Williamstown,  to  get  a  writ 
made  out,  hiring  a  horse  of  Mr.  Hamett  of 
Montpelier,  for  the  trip,  for  which  he  paid 
4s,  It  is  not  known  what  he  paid  for  making 
out  the  writ.  It  ought  to  have  been  done 
cheap,  as  he  went  20  miles  to  get  it.  He 
mentions  a  visit  of  Dr.  Lamb  of  Mont- 
pelier, to  his  wife,  for  v/hich  he  paid  6s  ; 
and  has  a  record  of  wages  paid  Henry  Wal- 
ijridge  and  two  other  joiners,  at  work  on  liis 
;  new  house,  $2.25  a  day  for  the  three.  And 
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wcare  informed,  it  was  considered  no  more 
ininioral  tlien  to  buy  a  barrel  of  rum,  or 
lo  or  15  gallons  of  brandy,  than  it  was  to 
make  other  purcliases  for  family  use.  The 
mystery  is.  how  an)-  one  kept  sober;  how 
any  one  knew  v.hether  other  people  were 
sober. 

For  a  few  of  the  first  years  the  farmers 
here  went  to  Montpelier  o<"  Calais  for 
blacksmithing,  till  Caleb  Putnam  moved 
into  town. 

Mr.  John  Knox  was  the  first  person  who 
died  in  town.  The  date  of  his  death  is 
not  known.  Aug.  22,  1797,  achildof  Mr. 
Robert  Waugh  was  drowned  in  a  well. 

Joshua  Pitkin  was  appointed  first  justice 
of  peace  Aug.  23,  1799. 

FIRST  RECORD  OF  MARSHFIEI.D. 

On  application  of  a  number  of  credible 
freeholders  of  th.e  town  of  MarshfitJd, 
County  of  Caledonia,  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont, that  said  town  may  be  organized, 
according  to  law,  I  hereby  warn  a  meeting 
of  all  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhab- 
itants of  said  town,  qualified  to  vote  in 
Town-meeting,  to  appear  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Joshua  Pitkin,  in  said  town,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  March  next,  at  ten  o'clock 
forenoon  on  said  day.  1st,  To  choose  a 
moderator  to  govern  said  meeting.  2d, 
To  choose  all  otficers  that  the  law  requires 
for  organized  towns  to  have. 

Joshua  Pitkin,  Justice  Peace. 

Marshficld,  Feb.  24th,  1800. 

March  loth,  1800. 
This  day  a  Town- meeting  agreeable  to 
the  above  Notification  was  held,  and  ist 
Chose  Stephen  Rich,  Moderator;  2ond, 
Chose  Stephen  Rich,  Town  Clerk  ;  Joshua 
Pitkin,  Clerk  pro  tern. ;  3rd,  Stephen  Rich, 
1st  Selectman;  4th,  Stephen  Pitkin,  2ond 
Selectman;  5th,  Samuel  l^aterson,  3rd  Se- 
lectman; 6th,  Caleb  Pitkin,  Town  Treas- 
urer ;  7th,  Stephen  Rich,  Nathaniel  Pitkin, 
and  Robert  Waugh,  Listers;  Gideon  Spen- 
cer, Constable  and  Collector  ;  Samuel  Wil- 
son, Grand  juryman ;  8th,  Aaron  Elmer, 
Ebenezer  Dodge,  Jun.,  Joseph  Wells,  Sur- 
veyors of  roads;  9th,  David  Benjamin, 
Ebenezer  Wells,  Nathaniel  Pitkin,  Fence 
Viewers;  loth,  Robert  Waugh,  Pound 
Keeper;  nth,  Giles  Skinner,  Sealer  of 
Leather;  12th,  Caleb  Pitkin,  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Pleasures;  13th,  Giles  Skin- 
ner, Tythingman  ;  14th,  Ebenezer  Dodge 
and  A^tron  Elmer,  Hay  wards;  15th, 
Joshua  Pitkin,  Caleb  Pitkin  and  Joseph 
Page,  auditors  of  accounts  of  Selectmen'. 
i6th,  All  the  above  names  chosen  into  the 


several  Offices  have  taken  solemn  oath  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust.  This 
meeting  adjourned  untill  the  24th  day  of 
this  month,  by  order  of  the  Selectmen. 

Monday,  Mar.  24,  1800,  town  meeting 
according  to  adjournment.  After  taking 
the  freeman's  oath,  it  was  voted  to  ratify 
the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting, 
Stephen  Pitkin,  Esq.,  chosen  moderator 
pro  tern.  "Chose  Stephen  Pitkin  and 
Samuel  Paterson,  Jurymen  to  attend  the 
Supreme  Court;  Samuel  Paterson,  Joseph 
P.  Page,  Aaron  Elmer,  Elisha  Benjamin, 
Jr.,  Nathaniel  Pitkin,  Ebenezer  Dodge, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Waugh,  Petit  Jurymen."" 

"  Voted  to  assess  a  tax  of  2  cents  on 
the  dollar  on  all  polls  and  ratable  property 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  town  charges  ; 
to  raise  four  days'  work  a  year,  from  each 
voter  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  mend  the 
highways  ;  that  the  tax  shall  be  worked  out 
in  June,  and  that  the  Selectmen  shall 
credit  the  same  on  the  bills." 

Names  of  the  men  who  took  the  free- 
man's oath  at  said  meeting : 

Steplien  Rich,  Stephen  Pitkin,  Samuel 
Paterson,  Caleb  Pitkin,  Aaron  Elmer,  Eb- 
enezer Dodge,  Ebenezer  Dodge,  Jr.,  Elisha 
Benjamin,  Jr.,  David  Benjamin,  Samuel 
Wilson,  Hart  Roberts,  Joshua  Pitkin, 
Elisha  Benjamin,  John  Goodale,  Hugh 
Wilson,  Matthew  Jack,  Joel  Knox,  Tim- 
othy Cowles,  St-^phen  Cowles,  Amon  Per- 
sons, James  English,  Edmund  Harwood, 
Abraham  Goodale,  Solomon  Spencer, 
George  Gleason,  Martin  Pitkin,  Gideon 
Spencer,  Joseph  P.  Page,  Uriah  Simons, 
Nathaniel  Pitkin,  Joseph  Wells,  Giles 
Skinner,  Robeit  Waugh,  Solomon  Gil- 
man,  Ebenezer  Wells,  Selah  Wells,  John 
Waugh,  Stephen  Olmsted,  John  Cutler, 
Samuel  Wilson,  Jr.,  Robert  Dodge,  Chas. 
Gate,  Samuel  Pratt,  Cyrril  Garnsey,  Caleb 
Putnam,  Simeon  Dwinell,  Daniel  Holmes, 
Daniel  Damon,  Calvin  Elmer,  Job  Taylor, 
Ichabod  Shurtleff,  John  Pike,  Guy  Benja- 
min, Asa  Spencer,  Josiah  Holiister,  An- 
drew Jack,  William  Jones,  Avara  Oilman, 
Wm.  W.  Powers,  Nathan  Jones,  Chester 
Clark,  Stephen  Rich,  town  clerk. 

It  was  voted  at  town  meeting  Jan.  7, 
1800,  Joshua  Pitkin,  Esq.,  mod. ;  Stephen 
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Rich,  disirict  clerk,  to  support  the  school 
on  the  grand  list;  Robert  Waugh  and  Na- 
thaniel Pitkin,  school  com.  ;  Aaron  Elmer, 
collector.  Voted,  that  no  one  shall  have 
a  right  to  take  any  child  into  his  family  to 
attend  school,  unless  he  take  one  for  a 
year,  and  that  the  selectmen  shall  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  committee  in  exam- 
ining the  school  teacher,  and  to  raise  $34 
to  support  schooling. 

At  town  meeting,  Mar.  25,  iSoi,  Caleb 
Pitkin,  mod.,  voted  to  divide  the  district; 
set  up  the  old  school-house  at  vendue,  to  be 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder ;  sold  the  house 
for  2h  busliels  of  wheat,  on  6  months' 
credit,  to  Aaron  Klmer;  12  squares  of 
glass,  to  Solomon  Gilman,  for  i  bush',  of 
wheat;  75  nails,  to  Nathaniel  Dodge,  for 
I  peck  of  wheat ;  boards,  to  Robert  Waugh, 
for  9s.  6d.,  to  be  paid  in  wheat ;  table,  to 
Joshua  Pitkin,  for  2  bush.  2  qts.  of  wheat ; 
chair,  to  Joshua  Pitkin,  for  3  pecks,  4  qts. 
of  wheat.  The  selectmen  organized  the 
inhabitants  on  the  river  road  into  a  school 
district,  beginning  at  Plart  Roberts'  on 
the  north,  Capt.  Skinner's  at  the  south, 
Nathaniel  Pitkin's  on  the  west,  and  Sam- 
uel Wilson's  and  Joseph  Wells'  on  the 
east.  Stephen  Rich,  Samuel  Paterson, 
Caleb  Pitkin,  were  selectmen. 

So  the  old  school-house  was  sold,  a 
little,  square,  log-building,  covered  with 
bark ;  a  big  stone  chimney,  with  an  open- 
ing above  for  the  smoke  to  go  out  and  the 
rain  to  come  in,  and  the  grand  old  forest 
for  play-ground,  and  did  it  not  ring  with 
the  merry  shouts  of  childhood?  Tliey 
needed  no  gymnasium  then.  Were  there 
not  the  trees  to  climb,  the  birds'  nests  and 
squirrels  to  hunt,  and  partridges  and  wood- 
chucks  to  look  after?  The  children  did 
not  sing  in  school  in  those  'days.  They 
had  to  sit  straight,  keep  their  eyes  on  the 
book,  and  their  toes  on  the  crack.  They 
hardly  dared  breathe  in  school-time,  there 
was  such  an  awe  of  ferule  and  rod.  The 
children  did  not  sing  in  school,  but  the 
bird's  song  they  heard  through  the  open 
window,  and  when  the  noon-time  came, 
the  children  joined  the  chorus,  and  the  old  \ 
woods  rang  again.  | 

It  seems  the  inhabitants  not  included  in  1 


the  river  district,  were  all  in  one  other  dis- 
.  trict.  Afterwards  districts  were  divided 
and  arranged,  as  the  inhabitants  increased, 
according  to  their  needs,  liut  it  was  not 
until  about  18 12,  that  a  school-house  was 
built  on  the  river  near  Joshua  Pitkin's. 
Schools  were  kept  in  a  portion  of  a  dwell- 
ing-house, and  sometimes  in  Caleb  Pit- 
kin's old  house.  In  the  mill  district,  novv^ 
the  village,  the  first  school-house  was  built 
in  1821.  The  first  school  in  this  district 
was  taught  by  Ivliss  Comfort  Gage,  in  the 
summer  of  1820,  in  Capt.  Martin  Pitkin's 
barn,  on  the  place  where  the  writer  re- 
sides. There  was  a  school  a  number  of 
years  in  tlie  Dwinell  district,  before  the 
convenience  of  a  school-house  was  en- 
joyed. Four  winters  this  school  was  kept 
in  Simeon  Dwinell's  kitchen.  This  to 
some  housekeepers  might  have  seemed  an 
inconvenience,  as  the  house  was  small, 
and  Mrs.  Dwinell  had  8  children  of  her 
own.  But  she  doubtless  got  along  nicely, 
washing  days  and  all.  The  children  must 
be  educated  ;  in  those  days  troops  of  little 
ones  were  not  so  much  in  the  way. 

In  1805,  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  town  to  act  in  concert  with  the  select- 
men in  purchasing  a  piece  of  ground  for 
the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  the  grave-yard 
near  J.  H.  Eaton's  was  bought  of  Na- 
thaniel Dodge. 

Mar.  1797,  T'homas  McLoud,  of  Mont- 
pclier,  and  SrJy  Dodge,  of  Marshfield, 
were  united  in  marriage  by  Joseph  Wing, 
Esq.,  of  Montpelier,  the  first  marriage  in 
town.  Joshua  Pitkin,  Esq.,  was  the  first 
justice  of  peace,  and  Dec.  10,  1801,  he 
married  Ebenezer  Wells  to  Susannah  Spen- 
cer, the  first  marriage  by  a  citizen  of  the 
town. 

Feb:  i>  1803,  a  town  meeting  was  called 
to  see  if  the  town  would  form  themselves 
into  a  Congregational  society,  and  also  to 
see  if  they  would  agree  to  settle  a  minis- 
ter. The  vote  stood  17  in  favor  and  70 
against. 

Bears,  wolves  and  deer  were  very  num- 
erous in  the  early  days  of  Marshfield.  The 
wolves  made  night  hideous  by  their  hovvl- 
ings,  and  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  to 
kill  a  bear  or  deer.    Joshua  Pitkin,  In  his 


26  ^ 


i 


202 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


journal,  speaks  of  killing  8  deer  at  differ-  • 
ent  times,  and  one  bear  story  belonging  to 
our  region  has  in  it  sufficient  of  the  tragic 
to  warrant  insertion  here. 
.  One  season  early  in  September  the  bears 
began  to  make  depredations  in  the  corn, 
on  tiie  Skinner  farm,  now  \Vm.  Martin's. 
Solomon  Oilman,  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
who  was  a  great  sportsman,  promised  to 
watch  for  the  bear,  and  put  an  end  to  his 
suppers  of  green  corn ;  he  took  his  stand 
at  night  in  the  field,  waiting  the  arrival  of 
the  depredator.  The  bear  came  on,  and 
was  soon  helping  himself,  when  with  true 
aim,  the  hunter  fired.  The  bear  gave  one 
great  spring,  and  came  directly  on,  or 
over  him.  He  felt  his  time  had  come. 
The  blood  was  flowing !  He  caught  the 
lacerated  intestines  in  his  hands,  replaced 
them  as  he  could  in  that  moment  of  des- 
peration, wrapped  the  long  skirt  of  his 
overcoat  about  his  body,  holding  it  lirmly 
with  both  hands  ;  had  just  strength  enough 
left  to  shout  for  help,  and  to  run  a  short 
distance.  Help  soon  came.  They  assisted 
him  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  folding  back 
his  overcoat,  a  double  handful  of  biT.in's 
entrails  fell  to  the  ground  !  Mr.  G.  lived 
long  to  be  the  terror  of  the  denizens  of  the 
forest,  but  it  was  years  before  he  heard 
the  last  of  being  killed  by  a  bear. 

At  another  time,  Mr.  Oilman  v.as  pur- 
suing a  bear  through  some  woods  where 
Mr.  Ira  Stone  was  chopping.  Seeing  the 
bear  rapidly  approaching,  Mr.  Stone  sprang 
upon  a  large  rock.  The  bear  came  up. 
Mr.  Stone  attempted  to  strike  him  with 
his  axe,  but  one  blow  of  the  bear's  paw 
sent  the  axe  to  the  ground.  They  now 
clinched.  Mr.  Stone  attempted  to  grasp 
the  bear's  tongue,  but  instead,  the  bear 
crushed  two  of  his  fingers.  They  rolled  to 
the  ground,  the  bear  uppermost.  Just 
now  Mr.  Gilm.an  came  near,  and  takinjr 
aim,  shot  the  bear  through  the  head.  The 
crushed  fingers  was  all  tlie  serious  injury 
Mr.  Stone  received. 

The  settlers  m.ade  quite  a  business  of 
selling  ashes,  and  afterwards,  a  larger  one 
of  making  salts  for  sale.  The  beautiful 
elms,  of  which  there  were  many  on  the 
river  banks  and  in  other  places,  were  cut 


•down,  piled  and  burned  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  great  deal  of  other  valuable  timber. 
Salts  sold  well,  so  the  day  and  the  long 
night  were  often  spent  in  boiling  salts,  and 
more  than  one  woman  has  lent  a  hand  at 
this  work. 

I'here  are  only  two  ponds  which  lie 
wholly  in  this  town — Nigger  Hi;ad,  of  cir- 
cular form,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  width, 
and  Nob  Hill  ponds.  Long  pond  lies 
partly  in  Marshfield  and  partly  in  Groton. 
Mud  pond  has  v/ithin  a  few  years  dried  up. 
Our  county  map  shows  otiier  ponds  in  our 
eastern  portion,  but  by  actual  survey  it  is 
found  that  neither  of  these  are  our  side  of 
the  line.  Our  township  is  somewhat  hilly, 
but  in  only  one  case  are  we  entitled  to  the 
name  of  mountain. 

NIGGER  HEAD 

mountain,  in  the  north-easterly  part  of  the 
town,  is  a  steep  precipice,  500  feet  high, 
in  one  place  300  feet  perpendicular.  It  is 
an  imposing  sight,  so  bold,  precipitous 
and  grand — nature  enthroned  in  one  of 
her  wildest  phases.  On  its  dizzy  heights 
we  have  a  remarkably  fine  view  of  the  sm^- 
rounding  regions,  and  of  the  bright  waters 
of  the  beautiful  pond  below,  and  nowhere 
can  one  get  a  better  view  of  the  fearful 
precipice,  than  in  a  little  boat  on  the 
waters  at  its  base. 

Winooski  river  passes  through  this  town 
from  north  to  soutli,  n-iore  than  half  of  the 
town  lying  on  the  east.  It  receives  n-.any 
tributaries  in  its  course.  L)e  brook,  the 
outlet  of  1  igeon  pcnd  in  Harris'  Gore,  is  a 
considerable  stream,  and  falls  into  the 
river  a  little  south  of  the  center  of  the 

tOVvU. 

A  part  of  the  south  portion  of  Marshfield 
is  more  easily  convened  at  Plainfield  vil- 
lage, which  really  extends  a  little  into  our 
town  than  at  our  own  village.  As  a  con- 
ocquence  our  people  in  that  vicinity  attend 
church  at  Plainfield,  while  a  portion  of  the 
people  in  Eastern  Cabot,  on  Molly's  brook 
and  vicinity,  attend  church  at  Marshfield. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  river  a  large 
quantity  of  good  timber  remains  uncut, 
and  there  are  also  on  this  side  of  the  river 
very  large  Cjuarries  of  granite,  beautifully 
clear,  and  of  superior  quality,  and  should 
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tlie  time  come  when  a  railroad  shall  pass 
up  through  this  portion  of  our  town,  the 
value  of  these  forests  and  quarries  will  be 
estimated  very  differently  froin  what  they 
are  now.  As  far  as  farms  are  cultivated 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  they  are  pretty 
good. 

About  the  year  1825,  quite  a  settlement 
was  made  on  this  side,  some  2^  miles  east 
of  where  the  town-house  now  stands.  So 
many  families  moved  in,  that  a  log  school- 
house  was  built,  and  at  one  time  there  was 
a  school  of  30  scholars  ;  but  the  land  prov- 
ing better  for  pasturage  than  tillage,  after 
a  few  years  the  settlement  was  deserted. 
These  large  pastures  are  now  owned  by 
wealthy  farmers. 

The  town  is  in  every  p.irt  well-watered. 
The  east  part  is  noted  especially  for  its 
pure,  soft,  cold  springs.  There  is  also 
hardly  a  farm  in  tov/n  but  what  has  one  or 
more  good  sugar  orch.ards,  and  the  amount 
of  sugar  made  here  any  year  is  large. 
Through  the  kindness  of  E.  S.  Pitkin, 
Esq.,  J  have  the  following  statistics  of  the 
manufacture  of  maple  sugar  here  in  the 
spring  of  1868,  which  is  above  the  average  : 
Sugar  orchards,  108;  sugar  made  in  1868, 
140,350  pounds,  or  more  than  70  tons;  18 
orchards  made  each  2,000  and  upwards  ;  40 
made  less  than  2,000  and  more  than  1,000 
pounds. 

.   WATER  PRIVILEGES. 

Molly's  brook,  from  the  easterl}-  part  of 
Cabot,  unites  with  the  Winooski  soon  after 
entering  this  town.  On  this  brook,  just 
above  the  junction,  are  iMoliy's  Falls, 
which  arc  worthy  the  notice  of  the  trav- 
eler. They  can  be  seen  to  advantage  from 
the  stage-road,  a  mile  above  the  village. 
The  water  falls  in  the  distance  of  30  rods, 
180  feet.  Were  we  writing  fiction,  it  would 
do,  perhaps,  to  follow  the  figures  of  Thomp- 
son in  his  valuable  "  Gazeteerof  Vermont,"' 
making  these  falls  500  feet;  but  we,  who. 
in  the  clear  mornings  of  summer  can  hear 
the  roaring  of  the  water,  will  have  it  just 
as  it  is,  180  feet.  There  is  an  amount  of 
water-power  here  not  often  equalled.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  estimate  how  much 
machinery  might  be  kept  in  motion  by  the 
water  which  is  precipitated   over  these 


falls.  Then,  on  the  river  below,  are  a 
number  of  excellent  mill-sites,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  all  these.  Nigger  Head  brook, 
from  where  it  leaves  Nigger  Head  pond  to 
its  entrance  into  the  Winooski,  has  a  suc- 
cession of  falls,  making  good  locations  for 
mills  ;  all  the  better,  as  the  stream  is  never 
materially  aflected  by  drought. 

Among  our  early  settlers  a  good  deal  of 
attention  was  paid  to  orcharding.  On  the 
hill  farms  there  are  good  orchards  and 
fine  fruit,  both  grafted  and  native.  On 
the  river,  apple-trees  have  never  done  as  ■ 
well. 

Aug.  22,  181 1,  there  was  a  very  great 
rise  of  water,  and  Joshua  Pitkin  lost  grass 
sufficient  for  15  tons  of  hay,  by  the  over- 
flowing of  his  meadows,  as  his  journal  tells. 
In  Sept.  1828,  there  was  a  great  flood,  and 
Stephen  Pitkin,  Jr  s.  clover  mill,  a  mile 
above  the  village,  was  carried  off;  also 
many  bridges.  July  27,  1830,  a  great  rise 
of  water  earned  off  nearly  all  the  bridges 
on  the  river,  and  greatly  injured  the  uncut 
grass  on  the  meadows,  and  Aug.  i,  1S09, 
there  was  a  great  liail-storm,  injuring  gar- 
dens and  corn  very  much.  The  evening 
of  July  5,  1841,  there  was  a  terrific  hail- 
storni  through  a  portion  of  the  town.  Veg- 
etation was  much  injured,  and  very  much 
glass  broken.  Aug.  20,  1869,  there  was  a 
very  sudden  rise  of  water,  buildings  were 
injured,  some  .niall  ones  carried  off,  and 
bridges  and  otner  property  destroyed. 

A  great  gale  was  experienced  here  May 
13,  1866.  The  wind  was  accompanied 
Y/ith  rain,  and  4  barns  and  some  smaller 
buildings  were  blown  down.  Mr.  Amos 
Dv/inell  was  in  his  son's  barn  at  the  time, 
and  was  buried  in  its  ruins,  but  extricated 
without  much  injury.  A  number  of  cows 
were  in  two  of  the  demolished  barns,  -but 
only  a  very  few  were  seriously  injured. 

In  the  spring  of  1807,  snow  was  4^  feet 
deep  April  4,  and  when  Joshua  Pitkin  be- 
gan to  tap  his  sugar-place,  Apr.  15,  it  was 
j  3  feet  deep.  May  15,  1834,  there  was  a 
j  great  snow-storm,  more  than  2  feet  deep, 
in  ihe  winter  of  1863  and  '4,  snow  was 
very  deep,  fences  covered  for  months. 

We  have  also  had  our  portion  of  fires. 
A  barn  was  burned  Oct.  1806,  Jeremiah's 
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Carleton's  blacksmith  shop  in  1827 ;  after, 
an  old  house  of  Caleb  Pitkin's,  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  Nathan  Smith;  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Bemis  Pike,  Feb.  1835;  new- 
house  of  Hinu.i  Goodwin,  May,  iSjo;  the 
starch-factory  and  clover-mill  of  Stephen 
Pitkin  the  night  of  Dec.  10,  1S53,  large 
shoe-shop  of  Henry  Goodwin,  May,  1860; 
house  belonging  to  G.  O.  Davis,  occupied 
by  G.  W.  Nouns, .who  was  severely  burned, 
and  the  fan:iily  just  escaped  with  their  lives. 
jVIar.  1869,  the  saw-mill  and  shop,  and  all 
the  tools  of  Calvin  York. 

CASUALTIES. 

Betsey  Swetland  and  another  young- 
lady  were  riding  on  horseback  May  7, 
1817,  below  the  village,  when  she  was 
killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree.  She  lived  only 
a  few  hours. 

,  •' Mr.  Jonathan  Davis,  an  aged  rnnn,  was 
burned  to  death  by  falling  into  tlie  fire, 
probably  in  a  fit,  and  Jonathan  Davis,  Jr., 
had  a  little  son  drowned  in  a  water-holder 
at  the  door. 

George  Pitkin,  wliile  drawing  wood 
alone,  fell  before  the  runner  of  the  sled, 
and  was  crushed  to  death,  Feb.  20,  1845. 

Martin  Bemis,  son  of  Abijah  Bcmis,  came 
to  his  death  by  slipping  in  the  road,  and  a 
sled  passing  over  him. 

Mrs.  Linton  was  accidentally  shot,  by  a 
gim  carelessly  handled  by  a  boy. 

?.lrs.  Tubb'j,  an  old  lady,  accidentally 
took  some  oil  of  cedar,  and  lived  but  a 
short  time. 

Mr.  Graves  had  a  little  daughter  scalded, 
so  as  to  cause  depth.  A  child  of  Natlianiel 
Lamberton  was  scalded,  so  as  to  cause 
its  death  in  a  short  time.  Mrs.  Benoni 
Haskins  vras  burned,  so  as  to  cause  death 
in  a  few  hours.  A  little  child  of  Francis 
Loveland  w-as  also  burned  to  death  some 
years  since,  and  a  child  of  Spencer  Law- 
rence scalded,  so  as  to  cause  its  death. 

A  number  of  years  ago,  Mr.  Asa  Willis 
had  a  very  remarkable  escape  from  sudden 
death,  while  at  work  on  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
near  v.  here  Daniel  Loveland  rcsitles.  There  | 
had  been  a^  unsuccessful  attempt  made  to  i 
split  open  a  granite  rock  12  feet  square,  i 
the  lower  edge  of  which  lay  on  a  large  rock 
15  feet  high.    The  top  of  the  lower  rock 


was  slanting  like  the  roof  of  a  house. 
While  attempting  to  open  the  crevice  al- 
ready commenced  in  the  upper  rock,  suffi- 
cient to  insert  a  blast  of  powder,  the  rock 
split  in  two  nearly  in  the  middle,  Mr. 
Willis  falling  between  the  parts,  and  he 
and  tn.ey  sliding  from  the  large  rock  to  the 
ground,  27  feet.  The  two  pieces,  when 
they  reached  the  ground,  stood  in  such,  a 
way  that  the  upper  edges  leaned  against 
each  other,  and  the  lower  edges  stood 
apart  so  as  to  leave  a  wedge-shaped  cavity 
large  enough  to  admit  his  body,  and  there 
he  lay.  No  one  was  with  him  but  Mr. 
Joshua  Smith.  On  ascertaining  that  he 
was  alive,  Mr.  Smith  dug  away  the  earth, 
and  succeeded  in  extricating  him  from  his 
perilous  situation.  Neither  he,  nor  the 
physician,  who  w-as  immediately  called, 
thought  him  much  injured,  and  he  lived  to 
do  a  good  deal  of  hard  work,  and  yet  it  is 
thought  he  never  entirely  recovered  from 
the  efifects  of  the  shock. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  log  houses  of  the  pioneers  soon 
gave  way  to  better  dwellings.  At  the 
present  tinie  nearly  all  the  houses  in  town 
are  of  modern  style  and  finish,  but  it  is 
the  barns  that  ought  particularly  to  be 
mientioned.  Many  of  them  are  large, 
beautifully  finished  and  painted,  and  not 
surpassed  by  any  in  the  vicinity. 

T)  :e  town  clerks 
have  been,  Stephen  Rich  7  years,  George 
Rich  7  years,  Robert  Cristy  9  years,  Mar- 
tin Bullock  t6  years,  Jacob  Putnam  19 
years,  Jonathan  Goodwin  2  ypars,  Samuel 
D.  Hollister  2  years,  and  Andrew  English 
24  years,  from  1849  death  m  1873  ; 

Geo.  W^  English  2  years,  and  E^dgar  L. 
.Smith,  elected  in  1875,  now  in  office. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  town  v/as  first  represented  in  the 
Legislature  in  1804,  by  Stephen  Pitkin. 
He  held  this  ofiice  in  all  13  years,  then  by 
George  Rich  3  years,  Wm.  Martin  I2years, 
I  Josiah  Plollister  2  years,  Alonzo  Foster  J, 
\  years.  Spencer  Liuvrence  2  years,  Wel- 
i  come  Cole  2  years,  Horace  Hollister  3 
years,  Ira  Smith  2  years,  Stephen  R.  PIol- 
lister  2  years,  E.  D.  Putnam  2  years,  Hi- 
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r;\m  Potter  2  years,  Asa  Spencer  2  years, 
George  A.  Oilman  2  years,  Ingals  Carleton 
2  years,  Samuel  D.  Hollister  2  years,  An- 
drew English  2  years,  Bowman  Martin  2 
years,  C.  W.  H.  Dwinell  2  years,  Wm. 
Martin,  Jr.,  2  years,  and  Preston  Ilaskins 
2  years.  George  Wooster,  1S69-70; 
Moody  Beniis,  1S72;  George  Putnam, 
1874;  Levi  W.  Pitkin,  1876;  .Marshal  D. 
Perkins,  1878;  Mark  Mears,  1880. 

Town  TKfc:.\suRER. — George  O.  Davis, 
elected  1870. 

SELECTMEN  FROM   1 876. 

Eli  G.  Pitkin,  i87C^77;  H.  P.  Martin, 
1876-78;  J.II.P:aton,  1876;  Willis  Lane, 
1876;  Marcus  R.  ]>liss,  1877-78-79;  PL 
IL  Hollister,  1S79-S0;  Chester  Sawyer, 
1S80;  Levi  W.  }'itkin.  Grin  H.  Smith, 
Daniel  Holcomh,  18S1. 

^  TAVERNS. 

Joshua  Pitkin,  Esq.,  raised  the  first 
tavern-sign  Oct.  1805.  He  continued  to 
keep  a  public  house  many  years.  The 
second  tivern  was  opened  by  Charles  Caie, 
where  Erastus  P^ddy  now  lives.  Joshua 
Smith  moved  into  town  from  Ashford,Ct., 
in  Dec.  1811,  bought  out  Mr.  Gate,  and 
commenced  keeping  tavern,  which  he  con- 
tinued 17  years.  He  was  a  kind  neighbor, 
accom.modating  to  all,  and  travelers  who 
called  on  him  would  never  forget  the  ex- 
ceeding drollery  of  his  jokes.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  84.  His  wife,  one  of  our  best 
women,  still  lives  (1S69)  aged  87. 

Capt.  James  English  opened  a  tavern 
about  the  year  iSii,  where  Obed  Lamber- 
ton  now  resides,  and  kept  a  public  house 
a  number  of  years.  Pie  was  a  wheelwright 
and  a  highly  respected  citizen ;  removed 
to  what  is  now  the  village;  died  in  1S25, 
and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 

Capt.  Jacob  Putnam  bought  out  Capt. 
English  in  1S20,  and  kept  a  public  house 
some  years,  and  his  son,  A.  F.  Putnam, 
kept  a  number  of  years  after  at  the  old 
stand,  and  later  at  the  village. 

Dudley  Pitkin  commenced  keeping  a 
tivern  at  the  old  place  occupied  by  his 
father,  about  the  year  1S24,  and  for  a  few 
years  continued  the  business. 
.  Daniel  Wilson  moved  from  Alstead,  N. 


IL,  in  1821,  and  settled  in  the  village.  Pie 
built  and  run  the  first  carding-machine  in 
town.  Pie  also  bought  the  place  where 
the  hotel  now  stands,  and  built  there  a 
one-story  plank  house.  The  place  soon 
passed  into  other  hands,  and  in  1826,  was 
bought  by  Eli  Wheelock,  who  put  on  an- 
other story,  and  made  other  additions  to 
the  house,  and  opened  it  as  a  hotel  the 
same  year.  It  has  been  used  for  a  public 
house  till  the  present  time  (1869),  but  so 
many  additions  and  alterations  have  been 
made,  that  it  would  now  be  rather  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  find  the  original  building. 
The  pr  operty  soonpassed  into  other  hands, 
was  purchased  by  Horace  Bliss,  who  re- 
mained in  the  tavern  a  number  of  years ; 
then  sold  to  Lyman  Clark,  who  afterwards 
sold  to  Jabez  L.  Carpenter,  and  it  has  had  a 
number  of  ov\-ners  since.  A.  P".  Putnam 
was  proprietor  6  years,  and  sold  to  P. 
Stevens.  The  present  occupant  (1S69) 
P.  Lee. 

STORES. 

The  first  store  in  town  was  opened  as 
early  as  1818,  by  Alfred  Pitkin,  son  of 
Joshua  Pitkin,  Esq.,  in  a  one-story  house 
just  opposite -his  father's,  and  just  where 
Wm.  Haskins'  house  stands.  After  a  few 
years  Mr.  Pitkin  removed  to  Plainfield, 
and  later  to  Montpelier.  The  first  store 
in  the  village  was  kept  by  a  Mr.  Kimball. 
Pie  stayed  here  only  a  short  time. 

Enoch  D.  Putnam  opened  a  store  here, 
Apr.  5,  1840,  and  continued  to  trade  here 
till  March,  1855,  when  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Cabot,  and  has  recently  removed 
to  Montpelier.  George  Wooster  went  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Putnam  in  Sept. 
1848.  In  May,  1858,  G.  &  F.  Wooster- 
commenced  trade  in  their  starch-factory, 
but  have  since  built  a  large  store,  and  are 
doing  a  good  business. 

A.  F.  Putnam  commenced  trade  in  1866, 
and  is  also  doing  a  good  business.  Levi 
Bemis  and  some  others  have  also  been  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  our  village,  and 
after  a  time  have  left  for  other  places. 
Geo.  A.  Putnam  is  our  present  merchant 
(18S1),  and  Mrs.  Adams  keeps  a  ladies 
store.    A.  Y .  Putnam,  postmaster. 
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PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  liatos  came  here  in  1826.  He  loca- 
ted at  EU  Wheelock "s  hotel ;  remained 
but  a  few  months.  In  1827,  Dr.  Hersey 
came  here  to  practice.  He  boarded  at 
Judge  Pitkin's ;  remained  about  a  year. 
About  1828,  Dr.  Daniel  Corliss  settled  in 
our  village,  stayed  a  year  and  removed  to 
Montpelier,  (now  East  Montpelier,  where 
he  died.) 

Dr.  Asa  Phelps  removed  from  Berlin  to 
this  place  in  1831,  and  still  lives  here. 
For  many  years  he  was  the  only  resident 
physician.  He  has  known  as  well  as  any 
other  man,  what  it  was  to  travel  over  our 
hills  on  a  dark  night,  with  the  thermom- 
eter below  zero,  while  the  v/inds  were 
all  abroad — years  ago.  At  thai  time,  we 
had  many  m.ore  poor  people  in  town, 
than  now,  On  such  nights  after  duing  for 
the  sick,  if  he  could  have  lodging  on  the 
floor,  with  his  feet  towards  the  fire,'  he 
would  put  up  till  da\-Hght.  He  was  never 
known  after  such  visits  to  complain  of  his 
fare,  indeed  sometimes,  he  had  no  fare  to 
complain  of.  He  has  had  a  large  practice — 
often  without  pay,  never  objecting  to  have 
counsel,  and  if  superseded  by  others,  "  he 
kept  the  even  tenor  of  his  way/"  never 
speaking  against  the  practice  of  other 
physicians ;  thus  has  secured  universal 
respect. 

Dr.  Ezra  Paine  moved  here  in  1S42,  and 
remained  liere  some  2  years. 

Dr.  George  Town  removed  here  from 
Montpelier  in  1852,  but  after  a  few  years, 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Montpelier,  but 
removed  here  again,  and  has  a  good 
practice. 

Dr.  J.  O.  A.  Packer,  homceopathist,  re- 
moved from  Peacham  here  in  1865.  He 
is  doing  a  good  business. 

LONGEVITY. 

A  few  persons  here  have  attained  to  the 
age  of  90  years.  Dea.  Spencer  died  at 
90;  Mrs.  Capron  over  90  ;  Mrs.  Cree,  94; 
Mrs.  Austin,  94. 

Mr.  Joel  Parker  and  wife  resided  in  this 
-  place  a  year  or  two.    Some  few  \  ears  since, 
Mrs.  Parker  had  attained  to  the  great  age 
of  97,  and  on  her  birth-day  sung  two 
hymns  to  a  neighbor  who  called  upon  her. 


Mr.  P.  was  10  years  younger.  They  have 
both  recently  died  in  Northfield,  she  in 
her  1 00th  year. 

persons  ivho  Jiai'C  died  171  io7vn 
williiii  3  or  4  years. — Daniel  Young,  91, 
and  his  wife  Lydia,  85;  Sylvester  Love- 
land,  88,  and  his  wife,  84;  Mary  Bemis,  ' 
84;  Samuel  G.  Bent,  81  ;  Ira  Smith,  80; 
Abijah  Bemis,  86;  Willard  Benton,  83. 

A^c'd  persons  noiv  Itving  (i88i). — Dr. 
Asa  Phelps,  85  ;  Lucy  Bemis,  86 ;  Sally 
Dwinell,  86;  Mary  York. 

JMILI.S. 

The  first  saw-mill  in  town  was  built  by 
Stephen  Pitkin,  afterwards  Judge  Pitkin, 
in  1802,  on  Lye  brook.  In  181 2,  he  built 
the  first  saw-mill  at  w  hat  is  now  the  village, 
and  a  grist-mill  in  1818,  which  was  used 
many  years.  The  stone  and  brick  grist- 
mill, now  ov.'ned  by  Harrison  F.  Ketchum, 
wvas  built  in  1831,  by  Gen.  Parley  Davis 
and  Tnunan  Pitkin.  About  the  year  1823, 
Simeon  Gage  built  clothing-works  at  the 
south  part  of  the  village,  but  they  were 
used  only  a  few  years. 

LimiARY. 

There  has  been  for  20  years,  in  this 
place,  a  circulating  library,  of  historical 
works,  travels,  etc. 

COXGREGATIOXAL  CHURCH. 
BY  ?IR.S.  r>K.\,  A.  BOVI-KS. 

The  first  C  ongregatjonal  church  in 
Marshfield  was  organized  Dec.  24,  1800. 
By  request  of  a  number  of  persons  in 
town,  to  be  embodied  into  a  visible  church 
of  Christ,  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart  and  two  breth- 
ren, Mr.  Timothy  Hatch  and  Peterson 
Gifford  of  Berlin,  came  and  organized  a 
church  of  13  members.  Selah  Wells  was 
the  first  deacon,,  and  afterwards  Gideon 
Spencer.  For  a  number  of  years  they  had 
additions,  both  by  professions  and  letters, 
and  were  supplied  with  preaching  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  by  ministers  from  the 
neighboring  towns.  Rev.  Mr.  Hobart  of 
Berlin,  Rev.  Mr.  Lyman  of  Bi-ookfield, 
Rev.  Mr.  Wriglit  of  Montpelier,  Rev. 
Mr.  Worcester  of  Peacham,  and  also  a  Mr. 
Washburn  and  Mr.  Bliss,  were  among 
those  who  occasionally  ministered  to  them. 
About  the  year  181 7,  Rev.  Levi  Parsons, 
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;     afterwards  missiouary  to  Palestine,  was 
here,  and  preached  a  number  of  times. 
But  they  never  enjoyed  tlie  blessing  of  a 
settled  minister.    Thus  they  continued  till 
Dec.  8,  1825,  when  with  the  hope  that 
they  should  enjoy  better  privileges,  those 
members  residing  at  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  united  with  the  church  in  Plainficld. 
The  rest  of  the  members,  and  a  number 
of  other  persons  who  wished  to  unite  v.ith 
a  Congregational  church,  thought  best  to 
fonn  a  church  at  the  north  part  of  the  town, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  village,  and  by  re-  j 
quest.  Rev.  Mr.  French  of  Barre,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Heard  of  Plainfield,  came  and 
organized  a  church,  which  still  remains. 
Brothers  Andrew  Currier  and  Alexander 
Boyles,  were  chosen  deacons.    It  has  been 
I     supplied  with  preaching  a  part  of  the  time. 
!     Among  those  who  have  labored  here  are 
j     Rev.  Messrs.  Kinney,  Baxter,  Herrick, 
j     Torrey,  Vatcrman,  Samuel  Marsh,  and 
i     Lane.    Rev.  Joseph  Marsh  labored  here 
I     nearly  2  years.    Through  the  summer  of 
■     1868,   Rev.    Mr.   Winch,  of  Plainfield, 
preached  at  5  o'clock  every  other  Sabbath. 
There  have  been  many  reniovals  and  the 
present  number  of  church  members  is 
small. 

Record  front  iS6g  fo  A?(g.  3,  1871,  by 
Rev.  N.  F.  Cobleigh,  pasior,  iJien. — For 
.  several  years  there  had  been  but  little  Con- 
gregational preaching  in  Marshfield,  when 
in  the  spring  of  1870,  Rev.  J.  T.  Graves 
preached  half  of  the  time  for  6  weeks. 
Soon  after,  .Rev.  N.  F.  Cobleigh  was  en- 
gaged to  preach  half  of  the  time  for  i  year. 
The  church  had  no  church  property,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1871,  a  new  church  vvas 
begun,  a  Sabbath  school  organized,  and  a 
library  obtained.  The  church  will  be  ded- 
icated Aug.  16,  1 87 1.  The  membership 
has  more  than  doubled  during  the  past 
year.  Preaclung  services  are  now  held 
every  Sabbath.  Rev.  N.  F.  Cobleigh  is 
to  be  settled  as  pastor  Aug.  i6th  inst. 

Record  from  Aug.  1^77,  io  1S79,  f'o^f'^ 
Rev.  Geo.  E.  Forbes. — From  this  time  to 
the  spring  of  1S77,  Rev.  Mr.  Cobleigh 
was  its  pastor,  and  through  his  faithful  ef- 
forts its  membership  was  very  largely  in- 


creased. Of  the  57  who  composed  the 
church  when  Mr.  Cobleigh  resigned,  only 
9  were  members  in  1870.  Aug.  16,  the 
church  was  dedicated  and  the  pastor  in- 
stalled. After  Mr,  Cobleigh's  resignation 
in  1877,  Rev.  John  Stone,  of  Berlin,  sup- 
plied until  early  in  1878,  when  Rev.  Paul 
Henry  Pitkin,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was 
called  to  be  its  pastor.  He  was  installed 
March  14;  is  its  present  pastor  (1879.) 
Alexander  Boyles,  elected  deacon  in  Aug. 
1827,  held  office  till  his  death,  Nov.  27, 
j  1876.  The  other  deacons  have  been  An- 
drew Currier,  Silas  Carleton,  Benjamin 
Boyles  and  Mervin  Roberts. 

CHRISTIAN  CnURCtiES. 
liY  ISUSS  A.  HI  LLOCK. 

About  the  year  1815,  Elder  John  Capron 
commenced  preaching  in  this  town,  and 
soon  after  removed  his  family  here  from 
Danville.  There  was  a  revival  of  religion, 
and  a  church  was  organized  about  this 
time.  They  believed  the  Scriptures,  to- 
gether with  the  spirit  of  God,  a  sufficient 
rule  of  faith  and  practice.  They  were 
blessed  with  more  or  less  prosperity  till 
1825,  Wiien  some  of  them  considered  some 
articles  setting  forth  their  faith  and 'cove- 
nant, as  necessary  and  proper  for  a  Chris- 
tian church.  This  caused  a  division,  but 
finally  there  was  a  reorganization  under 
the  pastoral  car(  of  Elder  Capron,  Dec. 
15,  1836,  the  two  blending  together  again, 
iietween  this  time  and  March  5,  1844, 
44.  persons  united  with  this  church,  a  part 
living  in  Calais,  and  a  part  in  Marshfield. 
Among  this  number  there  were  many  of 
whom  we  believed  "their  record  is  on 
high."'  Elder  Capron  had  but  little  edu- 
cational advantages,  was  of  warm  and 
energetic  temperament,  and  many  remem- 
ber him  justly,  as  a  friend  and  brother  in 
adversity.  He  moved  from  this  tovvn 
some  time  after  the  death  of  his  excellent 
wife,  v/ho  was  kind  to  all  and  ever  had  a 
word  for  the  afiiicted.  She  died  June  14, 
j  1848,  and  was  buried  in  our  soil,  and  her 
j  memory  still  clings  to  our  hearts.  Elder 
Capron  being  the  first  settled  minister  in 
town,  was  entitled  to,  and  received  the 
town's  minister  lot  of  land.  He  removed  to 
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Stowe.  [See  history  of  Moriistown.  Ed.] 
He  was  married  a  second  time,  and  died 
some  years  since. 

About  the  year  1S39,  there  was  another 
church  of  the  Christia.n  denomination  or- 
ganized in  the  North-west  part  of  the  town, 
under  the  direction  of  Elder  Jared  L.  Green. 
This  church  was  subjected  to  ver}-  hard 
and  severe  trials.  Many  of  its  members 
sleep  in  the  dust,  some  are  scattered  to 
other  parts,  while  others  are  living  and 
striving  for  the  better  land. 

ADVENT  CHURCH. 

Feb.  6,  1867,  another  church  was  organ- 
ized here  of  6  members,  believing  in  the 
advent  of  Christ  near  at  hand,  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Cleaveland. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

From  the  early  settlement  of  the  tow  n 
there  have  been  residents  here  who  have 
maintained  the  views  of  the  Baptist  church. 
More  than  30  years  ago  a  church  of  this 
denomination  was  organized,  consisting  of 
members  in  Barre,  I'lainfield  and  Marsh- 
field.  The  larger  number  resided  in  Barre 
and  Plainfield,  and  this  church  will  prob- 
ably be  mentioned  in  the  history  of  one  of 
those  towns.  [Barre  has  left  it,  we  think, 
to  Plainfield.— Ed.] 

UNIVERSALIST  SOCIETY. 

BY  JtEV.  A.  bCOTT.  ^ 

Universalism  was  introduced  into  this 
town  by  Daniel  Bemis,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  moved  here  from  Conn,  in 
1S09.  Soon  after  Ebenezer  Dodge,  Jr., 
and  Robert  Spencer  became  associated 
with  Mr.  B.  in  religious  faith.  The  first 
preacher  of  this  faith  here  was  Rev.  Wm. 
Farewell,  in  18 18.  From  this  time  there 
was  occasional  Universalist  preaching  here 
till  1854,  by  Revs.  L.H.  Tabor,  Benjamin 
Page,  Lester  Warren,  and  it  may  be  some 
others. 

In  1854,  Daniel  Bemis,  Junior,  Edwin 
Pitkin,  Jonathan  Goodwin,  Abijah  Hal! 
and  others  united  and  secured  the  services 
ofRev.  Wm.  Sias  for  one-fourth  of  the 
Sabbaths  for  this  and  the  next  year. 
During  1S55,  the  friends  organized,  under 
the  name  of  "The  Universalist  Society  of 
Liberal  Christians  in  Marshfield."  The 


society  for  the  year  1856  and  '7;  enjoyed 
the  labors  of  Rev.  Eli  Ballou  for  one- 
fourth  the  Sabbaths. 

In  1827,  an  association  was  formed 
called  "The  Union  meeting-house  soci- 
ety,'" for  building  and  keeping  in  repair  a 
church  they  erected  in  the  village  in  the 
north  part  of  the  town ;  the  only  church 
edifice  in  town  till  1859.  U^'  when 
the  first  list  of  shares  prepared  apportion- 
ing the  time  to  the  several  denominations, 
the  Universalists  were  represented  by  four 
shares,  owned  by  Sam""!.  Ainsworth,  Daniel 
Bemis,  Jr.,  and  Cynis  Smith.]  In  1857, 
this  association  repaired  and  modernized 
the  church,  making  it  neat  and  pleasant, 
both  external  and  internal.  Some  of  the 
other  societies,  desiring  more  room  at  this 
time,  relinquished  their  interest  in  the 
church.  The  property  being  sold  to  pay 
the  assessment  upon  it,  it  fell  into  different 
hands,  and  at  the  present  wTiting,  1869, 
three-fourths  of  the  occupancy  is  given  to 
the  Universalist  society.  This  change  in 
the  occupancy  of  the  house  gave  a  new  im- 
petus to  the  cause  in  the  town.  This  so- 
ciety has  since  sustained  public  worship 
one-half  of  the  Sabbaths,  excepting  1866 
and  '7»  during  which  they  sustained  it  every 
Sabbath.  These  years  w^ere  supplied  as 
follows  :  1858  and  '9,  by  Rev.  Eli  Ballou  ; 
i860.  Rev.  M.  B.  Newell;  1861,  '2  and  '3, 
by  Rev.  E.  Bdlou  ;  1864,  by  Rev.  Olyrnpia 
Brown;  1S65,  by  Rev.  L.  Warren:  1866, 
7  and  '8,  by  Rev.  A.  Scott.  Revs.  New- 
ell, Ikown  and  Scott  lived  in  the  town 
during  their  ministrations.  The  society 
was  united,  and  at  the  present  time,  1869, 
is  in  as  good,  if  not  better,  condition  than 
at  any  former  period,  having  raised  more 
money  for  the  support  of  worship  one-half 
of  the  Sabbaths,  than  it  had  ever  before 
done.  Rev.  L.  Warren  is  to  labor  w4th  it 
from  May  i,  1869.  Connected  with  the 
society  and  congregation  are  some  40  fam- 
ilies, beside  many  single  individuals  of 
other  families.  There  is  also  a  small  Sab- 
bath-scl:ool,  for  the  use  of  which  there  is 
a  reading  library  of  150  vols.  The  church 
property  is  worth  from  $3,000  to  $3,500, 
5  of  which  is  given  to  the  occupancy  of 
the  society. 
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From  paper  of  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Forbes  in 
1879 — Universalisi  record  contiiLucd — In 
Rev.  Lester  Vv'airen  was  engaged  to 
preach  one-half  of  the  time  till  the  spring 
of  1873.  In  July  of  ihis  year,  Rev.  Geo. 
K.  Forbes  was  settlnl  over  the  society. 
For  2  years  the  Plainfield  society  united 
with  this  for  his  support.  The  remainder 
of  the  time  he  has  preached  for  this  so- 
ciety exclusively,  and  is  its  present  pastor. 

1'hc  Union  .Sabbath-school,  composed 
of  scholars  from  the  different  denomina- 
tions occupying  the  church,  was  continued 
until  187 1.  Since  that  time  the  Sabbath- 
school  here  has  been  connected  v.  ith  this 
society ;  present  number,  nbout  90,  officers 
"and  pupils.  A.  H.  Davis  v/as  its  super- 
intendent in  1871  to  '75,  when  he  wassuc- 
ceeded  by  C.  H.  Newton.  Under  the 
ministry  of  Rev.  L.  Warren  in  1871,  a 
church  was  organized,  which  at  present 
numbers  43  members.  John  E.  Eddyand 
Abial  H.  Davis  were  elected  deacons,  and 
sllll  hold  the  office.  Ira  H.  Edson  w^as  the 
first  church  clerk,  succeeded  by  I).  R. 
Loveland  and  C.  H.  Newton,  present 
clerk. 

.METHODIST  CHURCH  IX  MAKSHHEl.D. 

In  May,  1826,  Stephen  Pitkin,  Jr.,  mar- 
ried the  writer,  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Parley 
Davis,  of  iMontpclier.  A  few  months  be- 
fore she  had  been  baptized  by  Rev.  Wil- 
bur Fisk,  and  united  with  the  M.  E.  church 
on  probation.  Previous  to  their  marriage 
Mr.  Pitkin  had  also  experienced  religion. 
In  Jan.  1827,  there  being  no  Methodists  in 
Marshfield  at  that  time,  they  both  united 
with  the  Methodist  church  in  Cabot;  he 
as  a  probationer,  being  baptized  by  Rev. 
A.  D.  Sargeant,  of  the  N.  E.  Conference, 
and  she,  by  letter,  in  full  connection.  In 
1827,  the  union  meeting-house  was  built 
at  Marshfield,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  divide  the  time  for  occupying  the  house 
between  the  different  denominations  own- 
ing it.  A  few  Sabbaths  were  set  to  the 
Methodists,  though  Mr.  Pitkin  was  the 
only  Metliodist  pew-holder.  Rev.  N.  \V. 
A-spinwall,  preacher  in  charge  at  Cabot, 
appointed  and  attended  meetings  here  on 
these  Sabbaths  alternately  with  his  col- 


league. Rev.  Elisha  J.  Scott.  In  Feb. 
1828,  the  first  quarterly  meeting  was  held, 
weather  stormy.  The  meeting  commenced 
Saturday,  p.  isr.  Several  ministers  and  one 
minister's  wife  were  in  attendance,  and  all 
were  entertained  at  our  ov/n  house — a 
small  frame-house,  never  encumbered  with 
clapboards. 

The  next  year  Sophronia  and  Sally  Gate 
were  baptized  by  Rev.  Hershal  Foster — 
the  former  now  Mrs.  Guernsey,  of  Mont- 
pelier.  These  two,  with  Mr.  Pitkin  and 
myself,  and  a  Mrs.  Whittle,  constituted 
the  first  Methodist  class  in  Marshfield,  or- 
ganized in  tlie  autumn  of  1S29,  Mr.  Pitkin 
class-leader  and  steward.  What  seasons 
of  interest  were  the  class-meetings  and 
prayer-meetings  of  those  days !  The  next 
to  join  were  Samuel  G.  Bent  and  wife. 
Our  numbers  increased  very  gradually ; 
at  most,  we  occupied  the  church  only  \ 
the  Sabbaths.  Rev.  Solomon  Sias,  Rev. 
Stephen  H.  Cutler,  Rev.  E.  J.  Scott,  and 
others,  spoke  to  us  the  words  of  life .  About 
1S34,  the  first  wife  of  Andrew  English, 
Esq.,  proposed  to  the  writer,  we  should 
get  the  children  of  the  neighborhood  to- 
gether for  a  Sabbath-school.  As  we  had 
preaching  at  the  church  so  little,  we  met 
at  our  liomes  alternately,  at  5  o''clock. 
This  we  did  many  months,  till  we  had  a 
good-sized  school,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  take  our  Sabbath-school  to  the  church, 
where  it  was  daly  organized,  Jeremiah 
Carleton,  Esq.,  first  superintendent.  A 
library  was  procured,  and  the  school  pros- 
pered. It  was  strictly  a  union  Sabbath- 
school.  The  desk  was  supplied  by  minis- 
ters of  different  denominations,  and  our 
Sabbath-school  went  on.  For  a  number 
of  years  the  Methodists  were  supplied  with 
preaching  \  the  time,  by  preachers  who 
lived  in  Cabot.  After  that,  we  were  united 
with  Woodbury  and  Calais,  and  supplied 
in  tliat  way.  A  few  united  with  the  little 
band  from  year  to  year,  but  deaths  and  re- 
movals kept  our  number  small.  Some  of 
these  death-bed  scenes  were,  liowever,  re- 
markably happy.  Especially  was  this  the 
case  in  the  death  of  Loammi  Sprague. 

The  first  preacher  sent  here  by  Confer- 
ence was  Rev.  David  Packer,  who  died  a 
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few  years  since  in  Chelsea,  Mass.  He  re- 
sided on  East  Hill,  in  Calais. 

At  this  time  preachers  received  but  a 
very  small  salary,  and  the  members  were 
often  scattering  and  poor.  After  being  in 
Calais  a  few  weeks,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packer 
one  morning  ate  their  last  food.  Almost 
an  entire  stranger,  Mr.  Packer  did  not  feel 
that  he  could  beg.  After  uniting  in  fam- 
ily prayer,  he  retired  to  an  old  barn  on  the 
place,  while  she  sought  her  closet,  and 
each  alone  committed  their  case  to  the 
father  of  the  stranger  and  the  poor. 

A  mile  away  from  them  lived  a  yoking 
farmer,  not  a  professor  of  religion.  As  he 
started  after  breakfast  for  the  ha}'-field  with 
his  hired  help,  something  seemed  to  impel 
him  to  stop.  He  must  go  back  to  the 
house  and  carry  some  provisions  to  the 
new  minister.  It  was  of  no  use  to  say, 
*'  I'm  not  acquainted  with  tliem,  I  know- 
nothing  of  tlieir  needs,"  he  must  take 
them  some  food.  He  told  the  men  they 
might  go  to  mowing,  he  must  go  back. 
He  went  back,  told  his  wife  his  feelings, 
and  they  together  put  up  meat,  potatoes, 
flour,  butter  and  sugar,  and  other  things, 
a  fair  wagon  load,  and  he  took  it  over, 
and  found  how  blessed  it  was  to  give,  and 
they,  how  safe  to  trust  in  God. 

Slowly  did  the  little  church  increase, 
never  having  preaching  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  time  for  many  years. 

In  1851,  the  Congregationalists  and 
Methodists  agreed  to  unite  and  support 
preaching.  Plrst  for  2  years  they  would 
have  Congregational  preaching,  and  then 
Methodist  for  tiie  next  2.  Rev.  Mr.  Marsh, 
Congregational,  was  our  first  minister, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  two  years  Rev. 
Lewis  P.  Cushman  was  appointed  by  Con- 
ference, and  spent  2  years  with  us.  In 
those  years  a  number  were  added  to  the 
church.  Mr.  Cushman  is  now  a  mission- 
ary in  Texas ;  his  little  daughter,  Clara, 
so  well  remembered  by  us,  started  last 
October  as  a  missionary  to  China. 

Before  the  close  of  Mr.  Cushman's  first 
year  Mr.  Pitkin  died,  and  as  he  had  been 
very  influential  in  procuring  and  sustain- 
ing preaching,  and  there  was  no  one  to 
then  take  his  place,  the  effort  w  as  now  aban- 


doned, and  for  a  number  of  years  we  had 
no  stated  preaching.  At  length,  in  1859, 
a  few  concluded  to  make  one  more  eftbrt, 
and  Rev.  Joshua  Gill  was  stationed  with 
us.  The  Union  church  had  passed  mostly 
into  the  hands  of  the  Universalists,  and 
we  had  no  preaching  place.  We  needed  a 
church,  and  one  was  put  up  and  covei  ed 
in  '59,  and  finished  in  i860.  The  house 
was  the  right  size,  well  furnished.  Our 
next  minister  was  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Bickford, 
an  excellent  preacher,  and  one  of  the  best 
of  men.  He  died  some  years  later  at 
Barton.  His  last  words,  his  hand  upon 
his  breast,  closing  his  eyes,  that  grand  old 
doxology,  the  gloria,  "Glory  be  to  the 
Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost."' 
Rev.  C.  S.  Bus  well  came  next  2  years. 
Rev.  James  Robinson  was  stationed  here 
in  1865,  Rev.  Joseph  Hamilton  in  1S67; 
both  years  we  had  some  additions.  In 
1869,  Rev.  James  Spinney  was  appointed 
here.    No.  of  vols,  in  S.  S.  library,  450. 

In  1871,  Rev.  J.  Hamilton  was  with  us 
again,  and  stayed  one  yeai.  In  1872, 
Conference  made  Rev.  C.  P.  Planders  our 
pastor,  succeeded  in  1874,  by  Rev.  C.  A. 
Smith,  who  was  with  us  3  years,  follov/cd 
by  Rev.  G.  H.  Hastings  in  1877,  in  1879 
by  Rev.  O.  A.  Farley,  and  in  1881  by  Rev. 
C.  H.  Farnsworth,  our  present  pastor. 
Our  members  have  gradually  increased  ; 
our  present  number  is  73. 

In  the  s.vring  of  1870,  we  bought  of 
Bemis  Pike  a  good  house  and  garden  for  a 
parsonage;  cost,  $i,Soo. 

Feb.  3,  1878,  our  church  was  burned. 
The  society  had  just  put  down  a  new  car- 
pet, and  a  new  organ  and  new  lamps  had 
been  purchased,  which,  together  with  our 
large  Sabbath-school  library,  was  all  con- 
sumed, and  no  insurance.  What  a  loss  for 
us  I  But  after  mature  deliberation  we  de- 
cided to  rebuild.  The  Church  Extension 
Society  gave  us  $200,  Rev.  A.  L.  Cooper 
$50,  and  a  few  other  friends  smaller  sums. 
January  16,  1879,  our  new  church  was 
dedicated,  sermon  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Cooper. 
I'he  church  is  built  in  the  Norman  Gothic 
style  of  architecture,  nicely  finished  and 
furnished  throughout,  warmed  from  the 
.  vestry  beneath,  and  free  from  debt. 
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Since  we  have  had  a  church  of  our  own, 
our  Sabbath-school  has  been  prosperous, 
and  never  more  so  than  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  large,  numbering  over  80.  The  pres- 
ent superintendent  is  J.  B.  Pike. 

stf:vhi£n  Pitkin, 
whose  history  is  so  interwoven  with  early 
Methodism  in  Marshfield,  was  very  un- 
assuming in  his  manners,  and  very  strong 
in  his  temperance  and  anti-slavery  prin- 
ciples. He  belonged  to  the  old  Liberty 
party  when  in  this  town ;  their  caucuses 
were  opened  with  prayer.  He  had  a  great 
aversion  to  pretension.  He  once  lent  his 
sleigh  and  harness  to  a  man  calling  him- 
self John  Cotton,  to  go  to  }3arnet,  to  be 
gone  three  days.  Cotton  was  quite  a 
stranger,  having  been  in  our  place  but  6 
weeks,  during  which  he  had  boarded  with 
ray  husband's  brother,  working  for  him  a 
part  of  the  time,  and  the  rest  of  the  time 
selling  clocks  he  had  purchased  of  a  Mr. 
Bradford,  in  Barre.  Four  days  went  by. 
On  inquiry,  Mr.  Pitkin  found  that  the 
clocks  had  been  purchased  on  trust,  and 
all  sold  for  watches  or  money;  that  he 
owed  $60  toward  his  horse,  and  that  he 
had  borrowed  of  the  brother  with  whom 
he  boarded,  horse-blanket,  whip  and  mit- 
tens. It  seemed  sure  he  was  a  rogue. 
What  could  be  done.''  Pursuit  was  use- 
less after  such  a  lapse  of  time.  Mr.  P. 
felt  his  loss  severely ;  he  had  litde  prop- 
erty then,  and  what  he  had,  was  the  product 
of  hard  labor;  but  he  always  mrrde  his 
business  a  subject  of  prayer.  About  3 
weeks  passed  away.  One  evening,  having 
been  out  some  time,  he  came  in,  and  with 
his  characteristic  calmness,  said,  "  H— ,  I 
shall  not  worry  any  more  about  my  sleigh 
and  harness  ;  I  think  1  shall  get  them  again.'' 
"  Why  do  you  think  so ?  "  said  I.  His  an- 
swer was,  "I  have  been  praying  God  to 
arrest  Cotton's  conscience,  so  that  he  will 
be  obliged  to  lea\  e  them  where  I  can  get 
them,  and  I  believe  he  will  do  it,"  and 
from  this  time,  Wednesday  evening,  he 
seemed  at  rest  on  the  subject.  The  next 
Tuesday  morning,  as  he  stepped  into  the 
post-office,  a  letter  was  handed  him  from 
Littleton,  N.  H.,  written  by  the  keeper  of 
a  public  house  tiiere  : 
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Mr.  Piikin— Sir  :— Mr.  John  Cotton  has 
left  your  sleigh  and  harness  here,  and  you 
can  have  them  by  calling  for  them. 

Yours,  &c.,      John  Newton. 

He  started  for  Littleton  the  same  day, 
some  40  miles,  found  the  sleigh  and  har- 
ness safe,  with  no  encumbrance.  The 
landlord  said  the  W^ednesday  night  pre- 
vious, at  12  o'clock,  a  man  calling  himself 
John  Cotton  came  to  his  house,  calling  for 
horse-baiting  and  supper.  He  would  not 
stay  till  morning,  but  wished  to  leave  the 
sleigh  and  harness  for  Mr.  Pitkin,  of 
Marshfield,  Vt.  He  also  requested  the 
landlord  to  write  to  Mr.  Pitkin,  and  said 
he  could  not  write,  and  that  he  took  them 
for  Mr.  Pitkin  on  a  poor  debt,  and  started 
off  at  2  o'clock  at  night,  on  horseback, 
with  an  old  pair  of  saddle-bags  and  a 
horse-blanket  on  a  saddle  with  one  stirrup, 
and  no  cioipper,  on  one  of  the  coldest 
nights  of  that  winter.  None  of  the  other 
men  to  whom  he  was  indebted  received 
anything  from  him,  or  ever  heard  from  him 
after. 

[This  brief  sketch  of  this  so  worthy  man 
cannot  be  better  completed  than  by  the 
following  lines  we  have  in  our  possession, 
which  v.'c re  written  by  Mrs.  Pitkin  after  his 
death  :] 

"  I  have  loved  thee  on  EartI), 
May  I  meet,  thee  in  Heaven! " 

.    Thrice,  shice  tliey  laid  Iiim  with  the  dead. 
Have  Autiiinirs  goldeu  sheaves  been  laded, 
Tliricc  have  th   spriiig-hirds  coiuo  and  flown. 
And  thrice  tl'  '  Qowrets  bloomed  and  faded. 

Yet,  yet  the  far-off  birds  rcUirning, 

The  harvest  sunset  gilded  o'er. 
The  flowrets  springing,  blooming,  fading, 

But  whisper,  "  he  will  come  no  more.'' 

That  hymn  of  praise,  th.nt  voice  in  prayer. 

On  moniory'3  zephyrs  back  to  nie. 
Thrilling  niy  inmost  soul,  they  come 

Like  midnight  nmsic  on  the  sea. 

lu  these  dear  haunts,  besi<ie  this  hearth. 
There  is  for  nae  no  answering  tone.  t 

We  knelt  together  by  her  grave, 
I  weep  and  pray  by  thelis  alonel 

Oli,    pure  in  heart,"  in  purpose  firm. 

To  me  be  thy  meek  mantle  given; 
One  faith,  one  hope  was  ours  on  earth. 

God  grant  us  one  bless'd  home  in  Heaveu. 

In  the  winter  of  1866,  a  lodge  of  Good 
Tei-nplars  was  organized  here.  Good  has 
been  accomplished,  and  it  is  hoped  much 
more  may  yet  be  done.  The  present  nxim- 
ber  of  members  is  loi. 
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DEA.  GIDEON  SPENCEIR 

Came  first  to  Marshfitld  from  East  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  in  company  with  Caleb  and 
Martin  Pitkin  in  the  spring  of  1792.  That 
summer  and  the  next  they  worked  clear- 
ing land,  and  preparing  for  the  coming  of 
their  families,  returning  for  them  in  the 
fall.  February,  1794,  Mr.  Spencer,  Caleb 
Pitkin  and  Aaron  Elmer  removed  their 
families  to  this  wilderness,  and  commenced 
the  settlement  of  Marshfield.  From  Mont- 
pelier  they  came  with  hand-sleds  without 
roads  over  snow  4  feet  deep.  Daniel,  old- 
est child  of  the  Spencer  family,  was  4  years 
old.  This  family  had  the  first  daughter, 
born  in  town,  and  their  son,  Horace,  was 
born  the  day  the  town  was  organized. 
Their  location  vras  a  mile  from  either  of 
the  other  settlers.  •  So  neighborly  were  tlie 
bears,  Mr,  Spencer  found  it  necessar)  to 
take  his  gun  when  going  after  his  cow, 
which  had  the  whole  forest  for  pasture. 

He  was  chosen  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  soon  after  its  organization  ; 
was  active  in  sustaining  meeting,  and  at- 
tained the  great  age  of  90  years.  His 
wife,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Isaac  Marsh,  a 
woman  of  energetic  and  social  habits,  died 
at  the  age  of  86. 

CALEB  PITKIN 

married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Capt.  Isaac 
Marsh,  a  .d  came  first  to  Marshfield  as  a 
surveyor.  He  was  rather  retiring  in  his 
manners,  but  had  a  vein  of  pleasantry 
which  made  him  agreeable  company, 
and  he  had  a  good  education  for  the 
times.  He  was  a  good  reader,  and  often 
when  no  minister  was  present,  read  the 
Sunday  sermon.  His  trade  was  a  mason, 
and  the  original  stone-chimneys  of  the 
first  dwellings  were  laid  by  him.  His 
wife  was  social,  and  a  worker.  He  re- 
moved to  Peacham  a  few  years  before  his 
death,  Apr.  1813,  at  the  age  of  40.  His 
widow  returned  to  Marshiield,  and  lived 
some  years  after  the  decease  of  her  hus- 1 
band.  The' oldest  son,  Jr^mes,  slili  lives  | 
on  the  old  place.  One  son,  a  physician,  i 
has  deceased,  and  a  daughter  lives  in 
Burlington. 


JOSHUA  PITKIN,  ESQ., 

born  in  East  Hartford,  Conn.,  arrived 
with  his  wife  and  three  children  in  Marsh- 
field  on  the  1st  of  Mar.,  1795,  and  located 
v.here  Wm.  Haskins  now  lives.  Not  a 
tree  was  felled  on  the  lot,  excepting  what 
had  .been  felled  by  hunters  in  trapping 
for  furs ;  but  he  went  to  work  and  soon 
had  a  spot  cleared,  a  log-house  up  and 
ready  to  occupy.  He  raised  a  large  family, 
and  resided  on  the  same  place  till  his 
death.  He  kept  the  first  public  house  in 
town,  and  was  the  first  justice  of  peace. 
He  and  his  exemplary  \^ife  united  v/ith  the 
Congregational  church.  She  died  about 
1 82 1,  and  he  married  again.  PTe  com- 
menced a  journal  of  his  life  and  busi- 
ness ]Mar.  28,  1796.  The  last  record  is 
dated  June  10,  1S47.  He  died  June  25, 
1847.  I'^i^  l^'^st  words  were,  "  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,''  etc.  Dea.  Pitkin 
of  Montpelier,  his  second  son,  kept  the 
first  store  in  town.  None  of  his  descend- 
ants remain  in  Marshfield. 

HON.  STEPHEN  PITKIN 

came  with  his  wife  into  this  town  March  i. 
1795.  He  had  a  large  farm,  pleasantly 
located,  where  Bowman  Martin  now  re- 
sides. He  was  very  well  educated  for  the 
times,  and  possessed  of  a  strong  mind, 
and  great  energy.  His  keen  eye,  and 
commanding  look  gave  evidence  he  was 
one  to  lead  others,  rather  than  one  to  be 
led.  His  influence  was  great  in  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  town.  He  was 
the  first  town  representative ;  held  the 
office  ill  all,  13  years;  was  first  militia 
captain,  eventually  becair,e  a  major,  and 
was  assistant  county  judge  4  years. 

He  was  considerate  of  the  poor,  and  the 
writer  is  informed  by  his  nephew,  James 
Pitkin,  Esq.,  that  in  the  cold  season  of 
1816  and '17,  when  almost  no  provisions 
were  raised,  he  bought  salmon  at  Mont- 
pelier by  the  barrel,  when  he  had  to  be 
trusted  for  it  himself,  and  sold  it  out  to 
these  in  need,  taking  his  pay  when  they 
could  work  for  it.  He  continued  to  reside 
on  the  same  farm  till  his  death,  which  took 
place  May  22,  1834,  age  62.  He  raised  a 
family  of  13  children,  12  of  his  own,  one 
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dying  in  infoncy,  and  one,  the  motherless 
babe  of  his  brother,  Levi,  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  adopted  and  brought  up  as 
their  own.  His  oldest  son,  Horace,  set- 
tled in  town,  but  afler  a  few  years,  re- 
moved to  Central  Ohio,  where  he  recently 
died.  His  second  son,  Edwin,  an  enter- 
prising citizen,  settled  in  town,  raised  a 
large  and  intelligent  family,  was  consider- 
ably in  town  business, — and  was  for  niany 
years  the  principal  surveyor  in  the  vicinity. 
He  died  a  few  years  since.  His  third  son, 
Tnmian,  settled  in  Marshfield  first,  sub- 
sequently in  Montpelier,  where  he  died, 
leaving  3  sons  and  one  daughter.  One  of 
his  sons,  Gen.  P.  P.  Pitkin,  resides  in 
Montpelier,  and  the  other  two  at  the  West. 
His  4th  son,  Stephen  Pitkin,  Jr.,  will  be 
particularly  mentioned  in  another  place  in 
this  history.  The  two  youngest  sons  went 
West,  where  one  died  a  number  of  years 
since.  Three  daughters  still  live,  one  in 
Iowa,  and  two  in  Massachusetts. 

CAPT.  STEPHEN  RICH, 

born  in  Sutton,  .Mass.,  at  15  became  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  his  father.  He  was  at  the  taking 
of  Burgoyne,  and  in  a  number  of  other 
battles.  He  came  to  Marshfield  in  Feb. 
1798,  and  settled  where  his  grandson 
Samuel  D.  Hollister  now  resides.  He 
was  the  first  selectman  of  Marshfield  and 
first  town  clerk;  held  the  office  7  yeais. 
His  only  son  George,  was  also  town  clerk 
7  years.  He  removed  to  Montpelier, 
where  he  died.  Capt.  Rich  filled  various 
town  offices,  and  was  an  esteemed  citizen. 
He  accumulated  a  large  property,  and  had, 
besides  the  son  mentioned,  a  family  of 
five  daughters.  He  resided  ^^"here  he  first 
settled  till  his  death,  at  the  age  of  83.  His 
wife,  a  woman  of  uncom.mon  energy,  sur- 
vived some  years  after  his  decease. 

CAPT.  JOSIAH  HOLLISTER. 

Born  in  E.  Hartford, Ct., came  to  Marsh- 
field about  the  year  1806.  He  married 
Phebe,  daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  Rich, 
in  1809.  acquired  a  large  property, 

was  respected  by  his  townsmen,  and  had  a 
fair  share  of  town  oftices.  He  represented 
the  town  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  2 


years,  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  cavalry.    He  died  at  the  age  of  52. 

HON.  HORACE  HOLLISTER. 

.  Born  in  E.  Hartford,  Ct.,in  1791  ;  when 
a  young  man  came  to  Marshfield,  and  re- 
sided one  year  with  his  brother  Josiah, 
and  then  returned  to  Ct.  ;  was  married  to 
Ruth  P.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Stephen  Rich, 
and  moved  to  Colebrook,  N.  H.,  first  in 
18 17,  and  to  Marshfield  in  1821.  Like  his 
brother,  he  was  very  successful,  shared 
largely  in  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  was  very  much  in  public  business. 
He  was  a  man  who  had  an  opinion  of  his 
own,  and  dared  express  it.  He  was  elect- 
ed to  most  of  the  town  offices  ;  was  over- 
seer of  the  poor  many  years  ;  also,  assistant 
judge  2  years,  and  senator  2  years.  He 
died  recently,  aged  76. 

HON.  WILLIAM  MARTIN. 
BY  MRS.  .»-OI.O>IOX  WP:LLS,  OF  I'JLAINFJKLD. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Marshfield, 
was  Wm.  Martin,  born  in  P>ancistown, 
N.  H.,  July  28,  1786.  In  1800,  his  father 
and  family  moved  to  the  frontiers  of  Ver- 
mont. William  worked  out  mostly  till  21, 
to  help  support  his  father's  family.  Lie 
worked  at  South  Boston  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  on  the  first  canal  that  was  built  at 
Cambridge,  and  went  to  Canada,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  money  in  Vermont,  and 
worked.  He  had  no  education  except 
what  he  picked  up,  without  attending 
school.  At  18,  he  enlisted  in  a  company 
of  cavalry  ;  was  chosen  at  once  an  officer, 
and  rose  from  one  grade  of  office  to  an- 
other to  colonel.  At  the  time  of  Presi- 
dent Monroe's  visit  to  Vermont,  he  com- 
manded the  company  that  escorted  him 
into  Montpelier,  and  took  dinner  with  the 
President.  He  continued  in  the  militia, 
was  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  at  the  battle 
of  Plattsburgh. 

In  1809,  he  married  Sabra  Axtell,  of 
Marshfield,  and  moved  that  summer  to 
Plainfield,  where  he  lived  4  years,  and 
theu  bought  a  farm  in  Marshfield,  about  a 
mile  above  Plainfield  village,  where  he  re- 
sided till  1S40.  His  farm  was  one  of  the 
finest  upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Win- 
ooski.    He  had  5  boys  and  2  girls,  two 
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of  whom  ;ire  now  dead.  He  held  many  of 
the  town  offices ;  was  constable  and  col- 
lector 25  years;  12  years  representative, 
and  a  number  of  times  was  one  of  the  as- 
sistant judges  of  the  County  Court.  Up 
to  1840,  much  of  Ills  time  \vas  spent  in 
public  business.  He  then  moved  to  Mont- 
pclier  (now  E.  Montpelier,)  afterwards 
returned  to  Marshfield,  but  finally  removed 
to  Rockton,  111.,  where  he  now  resides. 
His  wife  is  still  living  (1S69,)  but  has  been 
blind  for  16  years.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
social  qualities,  and  was  ah\ays  hospitable 
and  kind  to  the  poor.  He  acquired  a 
handsome  property,  and  an  accuracy  in 
doing  business  which  but  few  men  possess. 
He  was  many  years  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Plainiield. 

JACur.  PUTNAM,  ESQ. 

EY  nO.V.  t.  U.  rUTXAM,  OF  JI<.>> TC£J,]j:I!, 

My  father,  Jacob  Putnam,  moved  from 
Alstead,  N.  H.,  to  Marsh  field,  with  his 
family,  himself  and  wife,  3  boys  and  3 
girls,  in  the  spring  of  1820.  He  also 
brought  with  him  his  father  and  mother, 
Joseph  and  Miriam  Putnam.  They  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Hancock,  N.  H., 
where  my  father  was  born  in  1784.  Pie 
bought  the  farm  of  James  English,  Esq., 
on  the  river  road,  2  miles  south  of  the  vil- 
lage, 220  acres,  for  which  he  paid  $1,400. 
He  afterwards  sold  50  acres,  and  tlie  remain- 
der was  sole,  in  1868  for  $6,200.  This  is 
about  a  fair  sample  of  the  rise  of  real  estate 
in  the  town  in  the  last  50  years.  Mr.  Eng- 
lish moved  to  the  village,  and  built  a  house 
and  wheelwright  shop.  Tiiere  were  at 
that  time  a  saw  and  grist-mill,  and  only 
two  houses  within  what  are  now  the  limits 
of  the  village.  The  land  where  the  vil- 
lage now  stands  was  then  but  partially 
cleared,  and  there  were  no  settlements 
east  of  the  river,  except  in  the  extreme 
N.  E.  and  S.  E.  corners  of  the  town,  and 
there  was  but  little  money  in  the  country. 
Most  of  the  business  transactions  were  in 
neat  stock  and  grain.  When  anything  of 
any  considerable  value  was  bought  on 
credit  (as  was  usually  the  case,)  notes 
were  generally  given,  payable  in  neat  slock 
in  Oct.,  or  grain  in  Jan.  following.  When 


the  prices  of  the  stock  could  not  be  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties,  three  men  were  se- 
lected as  appraise!  s,  their  appraisal  to  be 
binding  upon  the  parties.  A  pair  of  good 
oxen  were  worth  about  $50  to  $60 ;  cows, 
i  j^i2  to$i5  ;  corn  and  rye  were  worth  5octs. 
per  bushel ;  oats,  20  cents;  potatoes,  12  to 
20  cents.  Good  crops  of  wheat  were  gen- 
erally raised  in  town,  and  I  can  recollect 
of  wheat  being  carried  as  late  as  1824,  to 
'Proy,  N.  Y.,  for  a  market.  There  was  no 
manufacturing  to  any  considerable  extent 
done  in  this  country  as  early  as  1820. 
Nearly  all  the  clothing  was  made  at  home 
by  hand.  The  spinning-wheel  and  loom 
might  be  found  in  almost  every  house,  and 
among  my  earliest  recollections  is  the  buzz 
of  the  wheel  and  the  thumping  of  the  old 
loom,  and  whenever  there  came  a  pleasant, 
sunny  day  in  March,  the  flax-break  might 
bo  heard  at  almost  every  farmers  barn, 
and  very  well  do  I  recollect  the  "big 
bunches'"  of  woolen  and  linen  yarn  which 
"ornamented"  the  kitchen  of  the  old 
homestead,  spun  by  my  mother  and  sis- 
ters. The  words  of  Proverbs,  "  She  seek- 
eth  wool  and  flax,  and  worketh  diligently 
with  her  hands,"  were  peculiarly  applicable 
to  my  mother.  In  addition  to  making  all 
the  cloth  for  clothing  the  family,  she  made 
hundreds  of  yards  of  woolen  and  linen 
cloth,  and  exchanged  it  at  the  store  for 
family  necessaries.  These  days  have 
passed.  A  spinning-wheel  is  ^rarely  seen 
now;  if  found  at  all,  it  is  stowed  away  in 
some  old  gairet,  a  relic,  and  the  sewing- 
machine  is  annihilating  the  needle.  Are 
people  happier  now  than  they  were  then? 

My  father  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
public;  was  tow^n  clerk  19  years,  and  oc- 
casionally held  other  town  offices.  He 
lived  on  the  same  place  where  he  first 
bought  36  years,  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  1S56,  aged  72  years.  My  mother  died 
in  1864,  aged  81.  They  lived  together  52 
years.  Their  children  are  all  living,  except 
the  eldest  son,  Thomas  B.,  who  died  Apr. 
3c,  1830.  The  youngest  son,  A.  F.  Put- 
nam, is  the  present  postmaster  of  Marsh- 
field.  My  grandfather  died  in  1S26,  aged 
S3  years ;  my  grandmother  in  1835,  aged 
91. 
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JONATHAN  GOODWIN,  ESQ. 
BY  11.  L.  GOODWJK. 

Jonathan  Goodwin  was  born  at  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  May  27,  1784,  where  he 
passed  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  He 
was  one  of  a  large  family.  Were  it  not 
for  the  experience  of  the  late  war,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  a  person  in  these  days  to 
realize  the  bitterness  of  party-spirit  and 
controversy,  even  among  kindred,  which 
existed  before  and  during  the  war  of  1812. 
At  a  family  gatliering  where  politics  were 
discussed,  Jonathan  being  a  Democrat, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  Fed- 
eralists, a  brother  remarked,  "as  there 
was  a  prospect  of  war,  it  would  be  a  good 
time  for  him  to  show  his  patriotism  and 
courage,  if  he  had  any."'  He  replied,  "it 
was  a  pit\-  those  who  had  so  niuch  sympa- 
thy for  the  eneniies  of  their  country,  were 
not  in  a  position  to  afford  them  the  aid  and 
assistance  they  would  naturally  wish  to 
give."  These  remarks  were  never  for- 
gotten. Jonathan  enlisted  as  recruiting 
sergeant,  was  afterwards  lieutenant  and 
captain;  was  stationed  at  Saco,  Me.,  Bos- 
ton and  Plattsburgh.  At  the  latter  he  re- 
ceived an  injury  from  whicli  he  never  re- 
covered, and  was  a  pensioner  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
during  the  7  years  he  was  in  the  United 
States'  service,  although  at  that  time  the 
custom  of  using  ardent  spirits  v.  as  almost 
universal,  he  never  indulged  in  it,  not  even 
after  being  assured  by  his  physician  that 
probably  he  would  not  survive  the  cam- 
paign without  it.  In  18 14,  his  family 
moved  from  Concord,  N.  H.,  to  Randolph, 
Vt.  After  his  discharge  he  removed  to 
Chelsea,  and  in  1839,  to  this  town  to  re- 
side with  his  eldest  son.  The  following 
summer  they  built  a  house,  and  occupied 
it  one  winter.    In  April  it  was  burned. 

It  was  burned  on  Saturday.  The  next 
day.  Elder  Capron  announced  from  his 
pulpit  that  on  Monday  the  inhabitants 
would  meet  to  assist  Messrs.  Goodwin  in 
getting  out  timber  for  another  house-frame. 

On  Monday,  men  enough  came  to  cut 
the  timber,  hew  it,  frame  it,  draw  it  over  a 
mile,  and  raise  a  house,  28  by  34  feet,  in  a 
day. 


He  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Marshfield;  was  justice  of  peace,  town 
clerk  2  years,  postmaster  2  years,  and 
often  administered  on  the  estates  of  the 
deceased,  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 
Although  in  early  life  his  opportunities  for 
education  were  limited,  he  was  a  person  of 
more  than  ordinary  information,  especially 
in  history  and  the  Bible,  of  which  he  was 
a  daily  student. 

In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Baptist 
church  in  Concord,  but  during  a  season  of 
religious  interest  in  Chelsea,  was  drawn  to 
a  more  thorough  examination  of  the  Scrip- 
tures than  ever  before,  which  led  to  his 
embracing  the  doctrine  of  the  final  re- 
demption of  all,  in  which  belief  he  after- 
wards continued  till  his  death,  Jan.  1867, 
aged  82,  generally  respected  as  a  man  and 
a  Christian. 

REV.  MARCUS  M.  CARLETON, 

son  of  Jeremiah  Carleton,  Esq.,  was  born 
in  Marshfield,  1826.  When  about  15,  he 
made  a  profession  of  religion,  uniting  with 
the  Cop.gregational  churcli  in  Barre,  where 
he  resided  with  his  uncle.  He  soon  after 
decided  to  be  a  foreign  missionary,  and 
from  hence  devoted  all  his  energies  to  pro- 
curing a  suitable  education.  lie  first  en- 
tered Middlebury  College,  but  removed  to 
Amherst  College,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
graduated,  and  on  account  of  a  chronic 
cough  went  south  to  study  theology  at 
Columbia,  S.  C,  After  finishing  his  course, 
he  offered  himself  to  the  Congregational 
Board  for  foreign  missions,  but  was  not 
accepted,  they  fearing  his  health  would 
fail;  but  determined  in  his  resolutions  he 
offered  himself  immediately  to  the  Presby- 
terian Board  by  whom  he  was  accepted, 
and  sailed  for  India  in  1865,  where  he  has 
labored  most  of  the  time  since.  He  was 
stationed  first  in  Ambalia  city,  but  the 
mission  seeing  him  eminently  fitted  for  an 
itinerant,  set  him  apart  for  that  work  after 
a  few  years,  since  which  he  has  lived  most 
of  tue  time  in  a  tent,  travelling  from  vil- 
lage to  village  in  Ambalia  district,  in- 
structing and  preaching  to  the  people,  and 
having  studied  medicine,  finding  it  very 
advantageous  to   him  in  his  ministeral 
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labors  among  the  inhabitants,  he  also  ad- 
ministers to  them  as  a  physician — some- 
times his  family  accompany  him  in  the 
tent ;  but  during  the  hot  season  they  gen- 
erally remain  among  the  mountains,  where 
he  sometimes  rests  with  them  during  the 
hottest  period.  [An  account  of  his  family 
we  will  not  repeat  here,  as  we  have  already 
given  the  same  in  a  notice  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Carleton  with  his  family  in  Barre — See  No. 
I,  of  this  vol.  p.  40.  A  member  of  the 
Carleton  lamily  tells  rne  he  is  a  man  of 
herculean  franie — physically  and  mentally 
a  very  strong  man.  In  a  letter  to  his 
father  in  1879,  an  extract  of  v»hich  lies 
before  me,  he  speaks  of  his  good  health 
as  a  source  of  great  joy — seems  to  luxu- 
riate body  and  soul  in  his  nomadic  preach- 
ing life.] 

MARSHFIELD  MILITARY  RECORD. 
SOLDIERS  OF  l8l2. 

This  place  furnished  8  :  Abijah  Bemis, 
Thineas  Bemis,  Obadiah  Bemis,  David 
Cutting,  John  Waugh,  Abijah  Hall,  Isaac 
Austin,  and  Philip  Delan. 

Lewis  Bemis,  a  brother  of  three  of  these 
soldiers,  was  also  from  this  town,  though 
he  enlisted  from  Barnet.  His  father  and 
friends  all  resided  here,  and  he  should 
have  a  notice  here.  He  belonged  to  the 
old  4th  regiriient,  which  was  sent  out  un- 
der Col.  Miller  to  the  then  territory  of 
Ohio,  to  look  after  the  Indians  who  v;ere 
making  depredations  on  the  frontier  set- 
tlements. At  one  time  they  came  to  the 
dwelling  of  a  Mr.  Harriman,  (whose  v.ife 
was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Parker  of 
Montpelier,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  James  Pit- 
kin of  this  town,)  just  about  an  hour  after 
the  savages  had  murdered  and  left  him' 
and  his  family.  They  pressed  on,  but 
failed  to  overtake  the  Indians,  and  soon 
after  joined  the  main  body  under  the  infa- 
mous Gen.  Hull  on  its  way  to  Fort  Detroit. 
Before  arriving  at  Detroit,  Col.  Miller  saw 
Hull's  treachery,  and  accused  him  of  it, 
and  challenged  him  to  fight  a  duel,  both 
before  and  after  their  arrival,  quite  in  vain  ; 
he  surrendered  the  fort  and  army  without 
firing  a  gun.  In  that  fort,  among  our 
men,  were  a  number  of  British  who  had 


deserted  and  joined  our  army.  The  next 
morning,  and  two  or  three  succeeding 
mornings,  our  army  was  paraded  and  the 
British  officers  walked  along  and  inspected 
it,  and  when  they  saw  a  British  soldier, 
he  was  tapped  on  the  shoulder,  and  com- 
manded to  step  out.  Where  they  had 
suspicions,  and  yet  were  not  certain  as  to 
their  being  British  subjects,  they  would 
question  them.  A  number  of  times  Mr. 
Bemis,  though  he  never  saw  Ireland,  was 
asked,  *'  In  what  town  in  Ireland  were  you 
born""?  Each  time  his  answer  was,  "I 
was  born  in  Paxham,  in  Massachusetts."' 
'One  poor  fellow,  the  first  time  they  came 
round,  succeeded  in  squinting  his  eyes  so 
as  fairl}-  to  deceive  them,  and  after  that 
succeeded  in  slipping  down  an  embank- 
ment just  in  the  right  time  to  save  his  life. 
About  40  of  these  - poor  deserters  were 
taken  out  and  shot.  The  army,  surren- 
dered by  Hull,  was  then  taken  to  Quebec, 
and  confined  in  a  prison-ship  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  where  they  v/ere  allowed  but  one 
half  pint  of  water  per  day,  though  their 
prison  was  floating  on  tlie  river,  and  if  any 
one  attempted  to  let  down  a  cup  for  water, 
he  was  shot  down.  Three-fourths  of  the 
prisoners  eventually  died  from  the  cnielties 
there  received.  The  rest  were  eventually 
exchanged. 

Jesse  Webster  died  in' Marshfiekl, 
Oct.  20,  187S,  aged  83  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  Plattsburgh  volunteers,  and  had  an 
application  for  pension  pending  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

It  is  not  known  that  any  one  enlisted 
from  this  town,  in  the  war  with  Mexico. 

But  when  the  great  rebellion  broke  out, 
that  intensity  of  feeling  which  thrilled  from 
the  prairies  of  the  West  to  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic,  found  an  answering  tone 
among  our  hills,  and  by  our  firesides.  And 
as  call  after  call  for  reinforcements  came, 
the  father  left  his  family,  the  son  his  pa- 
rents, in  many  cases,  alas  !  to  return  no 
m.ore. 

They  came  in  serried  ranks,  the  boys  in  blue, 
Who  at  their  country's  call  no  danger  ktiew  ; 
Room!  room!  for  Marshfield  boys,  our 
soldiers  true. 
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Alphoriso  Lessor,  Co.  D,  2d  Reg.  Pro.  Lt. 
Patrick  Mahar,  F,  2.  Wd.  &  dis.  Oct.  31 
Alvah  H.  Miles,  F,  2. 

Chaunccy  Smith,  D,  2.   Died  of  disease  in 
army. 

David  P.  Pent,  G,  4.    Died  ;  buried  at  ^Yash- 
ingtoii. 

Byron  I'ullock,  G,  4.   Died  of  disease  in  army. 
Iliram  Hall,  H,  3.  Died. 
John  E.  Aiken,  G,  4. 
Robert  A.  Si)encer,  G,  4. 
Edward  W.  Pradley,  F,  6.  Wounded. 
Homer  Hollister,  F,  6.    Wounded  in  hand. 
Asa  H.  Winch,  ist  Pat.    Died  at  New  Orleans. 
Joshua  D.  Dunham,  2d  Pat.     Died  at  New 
Orleans. 

George  W,  Nownes,  C,  First  Cav. 

Ira  Patchelder,  C,  First  Cav.  Wounded. 

Josiah  O.  Livingston,  I,  9.    Pro.  Capt.  Co.  G, 

Oct.  19,  '64'; 
George  N.  Carpenter,  I,  9.    Pro.  ist.  Lieut. 
Pcnjamin  F.  Huntington,  I,  9. 
Vilas  Smith,  I,  9.     Lost  overboard  Steamer 

U.  S.  near  Fortress  ^^onroe. 
John  Q.  Amidon,  I,  11. 
Jackson  Blodgett,  T,  11.  Died. 
George  H.  Wheeler,  I,  ri. 
Harvey  L.  Wood,  1,  11.  Deserted. 
Penj.  F.  Shephatd,  Jr.,  I,. 11.     Died  in  Hosp. 

at  Montpelier. 
Robert  H.  Tibbetts,  I,  11.    Killed  in  battle. 
Alvah  A.  Cole,  I,  11. 

Elbridge  G.  Wilson,  I,  11.    Killed  in  battle. 

Francis  PL  Felix,  I,  11.    Injured  in  shoulder. 

John  W.  Huntington,  I,  ir. 

Lorenzo  33.  Mallory,  C,  ist  Cav.     Pris'nr  at 
Andersonville  ;  exch'd,  died  on  v.-ay  home. 

William  J\..  Gove,  C,  ist  Cav. 

Charles  Nownes,  C,  ist  Cav. 

Thaddeus  S.  Bullock,  G,  4.    Died  in  hospital. 

Nathaniel  Robinson,  G,  4.       Pall  in  hand, 
cannot  be  extracted. 

Calvin  R.  Plills,  G,  4.  Wounded. 

William  A.  Webster,  A,  4.    Died  at  Ander- 
sonville. 

Wesley  P.  Martin,  G,  4. 

David  B.  Merrill,  A,  4. 

Smith  Ormsbee,  G,  4. 
from  wound. 

Samuel  Wheeler,  A,  4. 

John  Bancroft,  C,  Cav. 

Parker  S.  Dow,  C,  S  Re; 

Frederick  H.  Turner,  II 


Badlv  woimdcd. 


Shot  on  picket,  died 


Died. 
,  II. 


Edmund  H.  Packer,  3d  Bat. 
Allen  Phelps,  Frontier  Cav. 
Moses  Lamberton,  do.  do. 
Edward  L.  Wheeler,  do.  do. 
Leonard  H.  Fulsome,  do.  do. 
Frank  L.  Batchelder,  E,  4  Regt. 
Ira  Ainsworth,  E,  4. 
Patrick  Moore,  D,  S. 
Lysander  E.  Walbridge,  E,  S. 
Tlieron  T.  Lamphere,  E,  8. 
Hiram  Graves,  K,  2. 

Thomas  Witham,  K,  2.    Died,  prisoner. 


George  H.  Nelson,  D, 

David  Powers,  D,  2. 

Henry  A.  Rickard,  D,  2. 

Joseph  S.  M.  Benjamin,  B,  Cav. 

Francis  H.  Ketchum,  C,  "  Badly  wound- 
ed with  shell. 

Eri  McCriliis,  C,  Cav.   Died  at  Andersonville. 

Geo.  W.  Nownes,  C,  Cav.    Died  Andersonv'c. 

Cyrus  Farnsworth,  PI,  4  Regt. 

Horace  Burnham,  C,  Cav. 

Charles  M.  Wing,  B,  Cav.    Leg  broken. 

Norman  W,  Johnson,  F,  2  Regt.  Ball  thro, 
body  and  wrist,  lived. 

John  O.'lSIorse,  I,  9.  Died. 

James  H.  Carpenter,  H,  ii. 

John  Graves,  Jr.  H,  ii.  Died  at  Andersonville. 

Solon  PI.  Preston,  H,  it. 

William  W.  Willey,  H,  11. 

Walter  H.  Morris,' G.  3.  Wounded. 

Charles  H.  Newton,  G,  4.  Wn'ded  with  shell. 

James  Aylvvard,  E,  17.  iJied. 

JoIiD  H.  Amidon,  I,  11. 

Charles  T.  Clark,  E,  17.  Died. 

James  Clark,  C,  17.  Died. 

\Villiam  G.  French,  E,  17.  Died. 

Clark  J,  Foster,  E,  17.     Badly  wn'ded  in  leg. 

]]enj.  F.  Huntington,  H,  ij. 

J_)aniel  Hogan,  E,  17. 

Wni.  E.  ^Lanin,  E,  17.    ist  Lieut.;  killed  be- 
fore Petersburg. 
Harvey  L.  Batchelder,  C,  13. 
Martin  L.  Chandler,      "  " 
Eli  S.  Pitkin,  C,  13. 
Charles  A.  Davis,  C,  13, 
Pludson  J.  Kibbee,  "  " 
Serene  W.  Gould,  "  " 
Charles  E.  Shephard,  C,  13. 
Albert  Sargeant,  C,  13. 
Willard  M^  Austin,  C,  13. 
Orson  Woodcock,    "   "  . 
Rufus  H.  Farr,  C,  13. 
Benjamin  B.  Buzzell,  C,  13. 
David  Huntington,     "  *' 
Joseph  Simmons,  C,  13. 
Lucius  D.  Nute,  "  " 

In  1S63  a  draft  was  ordered;  34  men 
were  drafted,  but  only  one,  Cottrili  Clif- 
ford, went  into  the  service;  22  paid  their 
commutation  money.  Cliftbrd  served  his 
time,  was  discharged,  and  accidentally 
killed  on  his  way  home.  I  do  not  find  his 
name  in  our  list  of  soldiers  ;  probabl}-  he 
was  put  in  to  fill  up  some  regiment  sep- 
arately from  our  other  men. 

There  went  out  98  from  us,  28  of  whom 
never  returned.  A  few  were  brought  back 
to  be  buried,  but  most  of  our  dead  sleep  on 
Southern  soil.  In  the  vigor  of  young 
manhood  they  went,  one  and  -another, 
who  were  household  treasures. 

"The  loved  of  all,  yet  none 

O'er  their  low  bed  may  weep." 

Perhaps  the  last  news  of  them  was,  "  seen 
on  the  battle-field,"  or  ''taken  Drisoner,"' 
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and  then  long  months  elapsed  ere  one 
word  could  be  heard  to  stay  the  anguish  of 
suspense.  At  last  came  the  fearful,  ' '  Died 
at  Andersonville."" 

MONlTELlf.K       WKLLS  RIViCR  RAILROAD. 

When  the  history  of  Marshfield  was 
written  eleven  years  ago,  we  had  no  rail- 
road. About  this  time  a  charter  was 
granted  for  the  Montpeliei  Wells  River 
road,  which  passes  through  our  town  about 
a  mile  from  the  village.  The  town  bonded 
itself  in  the  sum  of  $17,500,  and  private 
subscriptions  made  up  the  sum  of  $30,000. 
All  is  paid  but  about  half  the  bonds. 

The  first  train  of  cars  went  through  here 
Nov.  29,  1873.  course  the  rejoicing 
was  great. 

A  year  or  two  later  we  were  connected 
with  the  rest  of  the  world  by  telegraph. 
The  advantage  to  the  public  is  not  easily 
estimated.  The  railroad  is  doing  good 
business.  L.  D.  Nute  is  station  agent  and 
telegraph  operator.  A  private  telegraph 
is  ow^ned  and  run  by  George  A.  Putnam 
and  L.  D.  Nute,  from  the  depot  to  Put- 
nam's store,  where  the  post-office  is  lo- 
cated. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  are  telegraph 
operators. 

THE  THANKS  OF  THE  WRITER 

are  due  to  James  Pitkin,  Andrew  English 
and  E.  S.  Pitkin,  Esqs.,  and  others,  for 
the  assistance  rendered  her  in  this  work; 
also  to  Miss  Anna  Pitkin,  of  Montpelier, 
for  the  loan  of  her  father's  journal. 


'[We  have  known  our  excellent  historian- 
ess  of  Marshfield  more  than  20  years. 
Mrs.  Pitkin  was  a  favorite  contributor  in 
our  ''Poets  and  Poetry-  of  Vermont," 
(1858,)  in  which  see  from  her  pen,  "  The 
Young  Emigi-ant,'"  "  The  Fugitive  Slave," 
pages  333,  334.  So  well  has  Mrs.  Pitkin 
written  for  us,  and  for  th.e  Montpelier 
papers  in  the  past,  Zw/V  y/tn//<rz'and  other 
papers,  v/e  cannot  forber.r,  not  solicited  by 
her,  but  of  our  own  good  will,  to  place  a 
little  group  selected  from  her  poems  at  the 
foot  of  her  history  here — Ed.] 


A  THOUGHT. 
B  Y  Mils.  ITANXAir  C.  iUTKIN. 

Foi'  tliec,  busy  man,  iu  a  forest  lone 
A  slioot  hath  started,  u  tree  hath  grown. 
Tlie  axe-uian,  percliance,  may  have  laid  it  low 
For  thy  narrow  house— it  is  ready  now, 
AH  ready— but  mortal,  art  thou,  art  thou? 

■Nfaiden,  thy  dream  of  iiifcction  so  warm. 
Trust  not.   The  shroud  to  envelop  thy  form 
Is  woven,  is  cominpc,  by  wind  or  wave; 
'Tis  thine,  by  a  stamp  which  no  mortal  fe'ave. 
Thou  canst  not  turn  froni  the  path  to  the  grave. 

Art  thou  toiling  for  wealth,  the  weary  day, 
Or  thirsting  for  fame— there's  a  pillow  of  clay 
On  a  lowly  bed,  'tis  v/aitiug  thee  there, 
The  mould  and  the  worm  tliy  pillow  will  share; 
Spirit,  Oil,  Mhere  is  thy  refuge— Ch,  where? 

TO  THE  itinerant's  WIFE. 
BY  MRS.  If.  C.  riTKlN. 
Out  on  the  ocean,  dark  and  wild 

A  little  bark  was  driven. 
One  kindly  star  looked  out  ajid  smiled 

A  precious  boon  from  heaven; 
It  warned  of  tV.reateniug  near, 
JusIt  just  in  time  the  rockt  to  clear. 

1  stood  upon  a  point  of  laud 

Where  ocean  billows  came, 
A  beauteous  wave  just  kissed  the  strand, 

Then  seaweed  swept  a^rain. 
'l^vas  gone,  to  come  again  no  more. 
But  left  a  gem  upon  the  shore. 

A  wanderer  lone  mid  desert's  waste. 

Beneath  a  burning  sky. 
Sank  down  at  last  despairingly. 

He  felt  that  he  must  die. 
My  Island  Ilome,  so  dear  to  me, 
I  never,  never  more  may  seel 

Oh  Godl  he  cried.   A  tiny  flower 

Just  caught  liii:  closing  eye. 
And  in  its  winsome  loveliness. 

It  seemed  to  whisper  "  try." 
God  lives,  take  heart,  so  o'er  the  main 
He  found  his  Island  Home  again. 

So  sister,  like  the  star  be  thlue 

To  ble-ss  the  tempest  driven. 
And  point  to  poor  despairing  ones 

The  uan-ow  wiiy  to  Heaven. 
And  in  the  wanderers  darkest  hour, 
Sweetly  to  win  him  like  the  tlowei-. 

In  blessing  be  thou  ever  blest. 

Cheer  age,  and  counsel  youth. 
And  ever  where  thy  i)athway  lies. 

Scatter  the  gems  of  truth. 
And  hear,  when  Death  is  lost  in  Life 
Blessings  on  the  Itinerant's  "Wife. 

FROM  AN  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  OF 
MARSHFIELD. 
CONTRIBUTKD  BY  KKV.  GKO.  E.  KOlinKS  IN  1^7^. 

[After  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  hac 
approbated  and  passed  the  General  Res 

I  olutions  of  1S78,  to  assist  in  finishing  thi; 

1  work,  the  MS.  history  of  Mrs.  Pitkin,  iiir 
nished  to  us  for  the  work  in  1869,  having 
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been  sent  to  the  Claremont  Manufacuring 
Company  of  New  Hampshire,  and  by  them 
withheld  four  years,  with  the  other  Wash- 
ington County  papers  sent,  under  their 
proposition  to  immediately  print.  We 
wrote  to  Mrs.  Pitkin  for  a  duplicate  of  her 
history.  Unable,  from  the  infirmities  of 
her  age  and  feebleness,  from  fully  under- 
taking to  so  do,  she  engaged  the  assist- 
ance of  Rev.  Mr.  Forbes,  who  gave  us  a 
very  reliable  and  pleasant  paper  of  about 
half  the  length  of  Mrs.  Pitkin's  paper,  with 
which  we  were  pleased  and  should  have 
published,  had  we  not  fortunately  mean- 
time recovered  Mrs.  Pitkin's  papers,  which 
as  they  are  the  fullest  record,  as  she  was 
first  invited  to  write,  and  is  so  eminently 
a  Washington  County  woman,  daughter 
of  old  Gen.  Parley  Davis,  of  Montpelier, 
and  a  long-time  honored  and  beloved  res- 
ident of  Marshtield,  we  are  assured  no 
other  v/riter  could  be  so  acceptable  to 
Marshfield,  and  none  other  to  the  County, 
and  so  have  given  the  papers  of  Mrs.  Pit- 
kin in  full,  nearly.;  and  v;ill  here  but  ap- 
pend a  few  extracts  from  the  paper  by  Mr. 
Forbes,  containing  information  or  points 
in  it  not  in  Mrs.  Pitkin's  paper  ;  while  we 
feel  to  express  under  the  circumstances 
more  thanks  to  Mr.  Forbes  than  if  able  to 
give  his  paper  more  fully — Ed.] 

Marshfield  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  County,  and  lies  on  both  sides  ot 
the  Winooski  river,  which  flows  through  it 
from  north  to  south.  The  soil  is  a  mix- 
ture of  clay  and  loam  ;  the  surface  broken 
and  hilly,  is  divided  into  productive  farms. 
The  river  valley,  and  that  part  of  the  town 
lying  west  of  it,  contains  the  best  tillage 
land,  which  has  very  largely  been  brought 
under  cultivation.  The  eastern  part,  more 
rocky,  is  used  principally  for  pasturage  ; 
although  in  the  eastern  part  in  some  sec- 
tions there  are  some  good  farms. 

The  original  forests  were  heavy  timbered 
with  maple,  beech,  birch,  spruce  and  hem- 
lock, and  some  elm,  fir,  cedar  and  pine. 
In  the  eastern  part  there  yet  remains  a 
considerable  growth  of  spruce  and  hem- 
lock, but  it  is  rapidly  being  cut  oil  for  lum- 
ber. Sugar-maples  are  to  be  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  producing  quite  as 
abundantly  of  sugar  as  in  any  other  part  of 
New  Engkand. 

Besides  the  Winooski  river  privileges 
theyc  are  two  or  three  streams  which  fur- 
nish good  water-power  the  larger  part  of 
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the  year.  It  has  not  been  utilized  to  any 
large  extent,  however,  hence  the  town  is 
not  noted  for  its  manufacturing  interests. 
Molly's  Falls,  on  Molly's  brook,  about  a 
mile  from  the  village,  in  a  distance  of  30 
rods  the  water  falls  between  200  and  300 
feet  in  a  series  of  beautiful  cascades. 
During  high  water  the  roar  of  these  falls 
can  be  heard  for  several  miles.  A  good 
view  of  these  falls  can  be  obtained  from 
the  road  leading  to  Cabot.  There  is  also 
a  very  pretty  cascade  on  Nigger-head 
brook,  about  a  third  of  a  mile  south  of  the 
village,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  road 
leading  to  the  depot.  The  town  has  only 
one  village,  which  is  situated  on  the 
Winoosiu  river,  about  a  mile  from  the 
Cabot  line.  The  Montpelier  &  Wells 
River  R.  R.  crosses  the  town,  naming 
nearly  parallel  with  the  river  from  Plain- 
field  until  within  a  mile  of  the  village, 
when  it  makes  almost  a  right  angle  to  the 
east,  passing  Nigger-hcad  pond, and  thread- 
ing its  v,-ay  through  a  notch,  in  the  moun- 
tains to  the  Connecticut  river.  The  Marsh- 
field station  on  this  road  is  one  mile  from 
the  \illage,  and  15  miles  from  Montpelier. 

It  is  not  known  what  white  men  first 
visited  the  town's  location.  This  town- 
ship was  purchased  of  the  Stockbridge 
Indians,  (see  Mrs.  Pitkin's  paper,)  but  it 
is  not  certain  whether  these  Indians  ever 
occupied  this  territory.  At  the  time  of  the 
purchase  by  Mr.  ?vlarsh,  they  were  resi- 
dents of  New  Stockbridge,  Montgomery 
Co.,  N.  Y. 

When  the  first  settlers  picked  their 
dwelling-places,  Mr.  Pitkin  settled  upon 
the  river  near  the  place  where  Bowman  P. 
Martin  now  resides ;  Messrs.  Dodge  and 
Spencer  settled  further  south  and  west  on 
the  higher  land.  Here  was  the  birth-place 
of  the  first  child  born  in  town,  a  son  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Dodge,  Sept.  17, 
1794,  the  place  of  his  birth  about  a  mile 
north  of  Plainfield  village ;  the  place  is 
still  owned  by  descendants  of  the  Dodge 
family. 

The  first  "  burying-ground "  was  pur- 
chased by,  and  for  the  use  of  the  to'vvn. 
The  first  interment  therein  that  has  a  stone 
to  mark  the  spot  was  the  infant  twin  sons 
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of  Joshua  and  Ruth  Pitkin,  died  January 
9,  1800.  Stephen  i'itkin,  Jr.,  donated  the 
land  for  the  village  cemetery,  and  tlie  first 
interment  in  it  was  his  adopted  daughter, 
Eunice  Sweeny. 

There  have  been  five  church  organiza- 
tions in  town.  At  present  there  are  but 
three,  as  the  Christian,  and  Calvinistic 
Baptist  have  become  extinct.  There  have 
been  1 1  school  districts  in  town.  The  pres- 
ent number  is  10,  each  of  which  has  a 
school  of  from  20  to  30  weeks  per  year. 
The  school  in  village  district  has  tAvo  de- 
partments, but  employs  two  teachers  only 
during  the  winter  term,  as  a  rule.  The 
town  has  no  academy,  but  competent 
teachers  hold  select  schools  at  frequent 
intervals,  affording  educational  facilities 
for  those  v/ishing  to  remain  in  town.  And 
the  seminaries  at  Montpelier  and  Ban-e,  as 
well  as  academies  in  the  vicinity,  have 
drawn  a  considerable  number  of  students 
from,  this  town.  There  are  but  two  per- 
sons, however,  from  this  town  who  have 
received*  a  full  collegiate  education.  Rev. 
Marcus  M.  Carleton,  missionary  in  India, 
and  Prof.  Curtis  C.  Gove,  Principal  of 
Pligh  School  at  Westport,  N.  Y. 

The  principal  business  of  the  town  has 
been,  and  still  is,  farming.  At  present 
there  is  but  little  manufacturing  being  done. 
There  is  i  boot-shop  for  making  men's  thick 
boots  and  Overslioes,  2  harness-shops,  i 
tin-shop,  I  photograph  saloon,  2  cooper- 
shops,  where  are  manufactured  butter  and 
sugar- tubs,  and  sap-buckets.  Si.x  saw- 
mills, one  clap-board  and  three  shingle 
mills.  Two  of  the  saw-mills  are  nm  by 
steam ;  the  rest  by  water-power ;  one 
cheese-factory,  and  i  starch  factory.  There 
is  I  blacksmith  shop,  2  wheelwright  shops, 
and  3  carpenter-shops,  There  is  a  hotel, 
and  a  patent  medicine  laboratory.  There 
are  3  stores,  and  3  churches.  The  town 
cannot  boast  of  a  lawyer.  It  has  3  doctors, 
Asa  Phelps  and  George^  M.  Town,  allo- 
pathic;  J.  O.  A.  Packer,  homixopathic. 

The  town  representatives  from  1870  to 
1879  have  ^^eeii:  Moody  Bemis,  George 
A.  Putnam,  L.  W.  Pitkin,  D.  M.  Perkins. 

The  population  in  1840,  was  1,156;  in 
1850,  1,102;   in  1S60,  1,160;   in  1S70, 


1,072.  The  decrease  which  the  census  of 
1870  shows,  is  doubtless  owing  to  the 
abandonment  of  some  of  the  smaller  and 
most  unproductive  farms,  and  the  Western 
emigration  of  many  of  the  younger  men. 

LEWIS  BEiNIlS. 

There  are  a  few  pensioners  of  the  war  of 
18 12  yet-living.  One  of  the  soldiers  of 
this  war,  Lewis  Bemis,  enlisted  at  Barnet 
in  iSo8.  His  son,  Daniel  H.  Bemis,  of 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  writes  of  him:  "He 
enlisted  at  Barnet  in  1808,  and  served  5 
years  in  the  4th  Reg't.  of  Regular  U.  S. 
Infantry.  He  was  with  Harrison  in  his 
march  through  the  wilds  of  Ohio  in  pur- 
suit of  the  Indians,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  Tippecanoe,  when  over  half  of  the  men 
in  his  company  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  man  on  either  side  was  killed,  and  he 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  face  by  a  rifle 
ball.  He  was  in  11  battles  and  13  skir- 
mishes with  the  Indians.  He  used  to  re- 
late to  his  children  the  story  of  the  sol-- 
diers'  sufferings  while  on  their  march  to 
join  Hull,  and  through  Ohio;  how  their 
thirst  was  so  intense,  that  when  they 
reached  Lake  Erie,  in  spite  of  their  offi- 
cers, large  numbers  threw  themselves  on 
the  beach,  ana  drank  until  they  died  from 
the  effects  of  it.  He  was  under  Hull  when 
he  surrendered  at  Maiden,  near  Detroit, 
and  was  a  prisoner  26  weeks,  during  which 
time  he  suffered  greatly,  both  for  want  of 
water  and  decent  food.  Their  bread,  he 
used  to  say,  bore  the  mark  on  the  package 
in  which  it  was  enclosed,  1804.  He  was 
paroled,  and  went  from  Halifax  to  Boston, 
where  he  arrived  a  few  days  before  the 
term  of  his  enlistment  expired.  He  soon 
after  enlisted  again  in  a  Company  of  Light 
Artillery,  with  which  he  went  up  and  joined 
Gen.  Macomb's  army  the  day  before  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg.  A  part  of  the  bat- 
tery was  stationed  at  the  bridge-head  at 
Plattsburg,  and  the  remainder  sent  to  Bur- 
lington, to  prevent  the  British  from  land- 
ing and  destroying  that  place.  He  was 
with  that  portion  of  the  battery  sent  to 
Burlington,  and  so  did  not  have  any  active 
part  in  the  battle  ;  but  assisted  in  burying 
the  dead.    He  was  one  of  .the  party  who 
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buried  the  liritisli  dead  after  the  engage- 
ment. He  was  discharged  after  peace 
wi\s  ratified,  having  served  in  all  about  6 
years  and  6  months ;  5  years  under  the 
first  enlistment  in  the  4th  Infantry,  and  18 
months  in  the  Light  Battery.  He  died  in 
1855,  at  Clinton,  IMass.,  where  he  is  buried, 
aged  .73." 

IRA  SMITH. 
BV  REV.  GKO]{GE  E.  roKBES. 

He  was  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Keturah 
Smith;  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn., 
Jan.  22,  1800.  At  II  years,  he  came  with 
his  })arents  to  Marshfield.  They  moved 
on  to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  J.  E.  Eddy.  During  his  minorit}-,  Ira 
worked  on  the  farm  summers  and  attended 
school  winters  until  he  was  18.  The  school- 
house  then  stood  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Webster  Haskins.  Soon  after 
there  was  a  school-house  erected  where 
the  village  now  stands,  in  which  he  taught 
the  first  school.  He  was  paid  in  grain,  to 
the  value  of  $12  per  month,  boarding  him- 
self. In  1821,  he  purchased  300  acres  of 
wild  land  lying  around  ihe  present  site,  of 
the  Marshfield  depot,  which  he  cleared, 
and  cultivated  15  acres,  spending  apart  of 
his  tirne  there,  and  the  balance  in  working 
out,  until  he  was  29,  when,  Jan.  4,  1829, 
he  was  married  to  Hannah  Jacobs,  and 
they  settled  at  first  on  his  cleared  land, 
but  a  short  time  after,  as  he  purchased,  and 
they  removed  to,  the  home  of  his  parents, 
where  they  lived  11  years.  For  about  4 
years  after  selling  the  home  farm,  he 
rented  difterent  places,  but  in  1844,  P^^r- 
chased  a  farm  on  whicli  the  remainder  of 
his  life  was  spent.  He  died  Sept.  iS,  1880, 
leaving  a  widow,  one  son,  Orrin,  who  lives 
on  the  homestead,  and  two  daughters,  now 
Mrs.  Levi  Benton,  of  Marshfield,  and  Mrs. 
C,  H.  Newton,  of  Montpelier.  One  son 
died  in  the  army,  and  a  daughter  married 
E.  B.  Dwinell,  but  died  a  fev.^  years  after, 
and  4  children  died  quite  young.  Mr. 
Smith  held  many  of  the  town  offices,  being 
regarded  by  the  citizens  as  a  man  of  worth 
and  integrity.  He  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  during  1844-5.  Li  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Democrat,  and  never  failed 
by  his  vote  to  express  his  faith  in  the  doc- 


trines of  his  party.  His  last  public  act 
was  to  rise  from  the  sick  bed  to  which  he 
had  been  confined  for  several  days,  and  go 
to  the  polls  to  deposit  his/  ballot  for  the 
several  State  officers.  He  believed  in  the 
vital  principles  of  religion,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  the  general  character  of  the 
man,  his  faith  found  expression  in  deeds 
rather  than  in  word.  In  religious  sym- 
pathy he  was  a  Universalist,  and  gave  his 
influence  and  means  to  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  that  society  in  town.  His  morals 
were  always  above  reproach.  He  was 
temperate  in  deed  and  in  word  ;  drank  no 
intoxicating  liquors,  no  tea  or  coffee,  and 
never  used  tobacco  in  any  form  ;  was  fru- 
gal and  industrious,  and  consequently  was 
enabled  to  acquire  a  good  property,  while 
generously  responding  to  many  calls  for 
the  promotion  of  educational  and  benev- 
olent enterprises. 

He  possessed  an  indomitable  will  and 
wonderful  endurance  from  the  time  that  he 
hired  out  as  a  laborer,  at  9  years  of  age, 
until  he  abandoned  active  toil,  a  short 
time  before  his  death.  He  met  all  duties 
with  a  manly  spirit,  and  evinced  his  willing- 
ness to  obey  the  primal  law  of  life — labor. 
He  had  a  remarkably  strong  constitution, 
and  when  his  "golden  wedding"  was  cel- 
ebrated in  1879,  he  seemed  nearly  as  hale 
and  hearty  as  a  man  of  60  years,  though 
even  then  there  were  premonitory  s}mp- 
toms  of  the  disease  .which  caused  his  death. 
For  nearly  2  years  he  suffered  from  a 
cancer  on  the  lower  lip,  and  during  the 
latter  half  of  this  time,  especially,  did  he 
endure  extreme  pain  and  inconvenience  in 
taking  food.  But  under  all  these  trials  he 
exhibited  great  fortitude,  and  died  re- 
signed to  his  Makers  will.  His  funeral 
w^as  attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  cit- 
izens besides  the  numerous  relatives,  thus 
testifying  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  entire  community.  The  fun- 
eral services  were  brief ;  no  formal  eulogy 
was  pronounced ;  his  life  had  preached  its 
sermon,  and  with  a  few  words  of  comfort 
to  the  bereaved  ones,  the  last  sad  rites 
were  ended,  and  the  body  of  this  worthy 
man  was  borne  to  its  final  resting-place. 
His  age  was  81  years.    "Though dead,  he 
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yet  speaketh,"  in  his  good,  solid,  practical 
life. 

UXIVERSALIST  CHURCH. 
CONTINUED. 

The  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Forbes  continued  as 
pastor  until  May,  i8So.  For  i  year  suc- 
ceeding this  date  the  church  had  only  oc- 
casional preaching  services,  and  during 
this  time  its  numbers  were  diminished  by 
the  death  of  iwo  members.  In  May,  iSSi, 
'the  Rev.  Eli  Ballou,  D.  D.,  was  engaged 
as  pastor  for  one-half  the  time.  This  en- 
gagement continues  at  present,  (Aug.  i8, 
i8Si.) 

MARSHFIELD  VOTED  FOR  TJIE  GAZETTEER 

at  the  town-meeting  held  March  4,  1879, 
to  send  a  subscription  to  Miss  Hemenway 
for  the  v.'hole  work,  attested  by  E.  L. 
Smith,  town  clerk. 


MIDDLESEX. 

BY  STEPHEN  HERRICK,  ESQ. 

The  town  of  Middlesex  was  chartered 
June  8,   1763,  by  Benning  Wentworth, 
Esq.,  then  Governor  of  the  Province  of! 
New  Hampshire,  to  the  following  grantees  :  { 
Jacob  Rescaw,  Benjamin  Crane,  3d,  Seth 
Trow,  Richard  Johnson,  Lawrence  Eg-  j 
bert,  Jr.,  James  Campbell,  David  Ogden,  j 
Matthias  Ross,  Jonathan  Skinner,  Jehial 
Ross,  Ebene/:er  Canfield,  Daniel  Ogden, 
Jonathan  Dayton,  Jr.,  Lawrence  Egbert, 
Samuel  Crov.ell,  William  Bruce,  Robert 
Earl,  Patridge  Thacher,  Joshua  Horton, 
Job  Wood,  George  Ross,  Cornelius  Lud- 
low, Nathaniel  Barrett,  Esq.,  Jeremiah 
Mulbard,  John  Roll,  Jr.,  Joseph  New- 
march,    Natiianiel    Little,    Henry  Earl, 
Richard  Jennee,  Esq.,  Gilbert  Ogden,  John 
Little,  George  Frost,  L)aniel  Ball,  Samuel  i 
Little,  3d,  David  Morehouse,  Jr.,  Thomas  j 
WoodrulT,  John  Force,  Joseph  Raggs,  Jr.,  ! 
Capt.  Isaac  Woodruif.  Daniel  P.  Eunice,  i 
Jacob  Brookficld,  Jonathan  Dayton,  3d,  I 
Isaac  Winers,  vSamuel  Meeker,  jr.,  David  j 
Loomeris,  John  Cory.  Jr.,  Alexander  Car- 
miiea,  David  Bonnel,  James  Seward,  Ste- 
phen Potter,  Nathaniel  Potter,  Steplicn 
W'ilcocks,  Thomas  Dean,  Jonas  Ball,  Amos 
Day,  John  David  Lamb,  William  I^amb, 
William  Brand,  James  Colie,  Jr.,  William 
Hand,  Rol^erc  Frencli,  Samuel  Croweil, 
Jonathan  Woodruff,  Ezekiel  Ball,  Aaron 
Barnett. 

THOMAS  MEAD  AND  THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  20  years 
Siibsequent  to  the  above  date  made  his  first 


settlement  here.  Having  succeeded  in 
finding  one  of  the  best  lots  of  land  in 
..Washington  County,  on  the  Onion  River, 
5  miles  from  Montpelier  village,  here  Mr. 
Thomas  Mead  made  his  excellent  location. 
The  second  settler,  Jonah  Harrington, 
chose  his  location  about  2i  miles  from 
Montpelier  on  a  superior  lot  of  land. 
Seth  Putnam  came  soon  after  with  three 
brothers,  Ebenezer,  Jacob  and  Isaac,  who 
were  soon  followed  by  Ephralm  Willcy, 
Ebenezer  Woodbury,  Ira  Hawks,  Solomon 
Lewis,  Samuel  Mann,  Isaac  Bidwell,  Henry 
Perkins,  Daniel  Harrington,  Samuel  ^Mon- 
taguc,  Nathaniel  Cnrpenter,  Daniel  Smith, 
Hubbard  Willey,  Asa  Plarrington,  Joseph 
Chapin,  William  Ploldeii,  Lovewell  W'ar- 
ren,  Jesse  Johnson,  Joseph  Hubbard, 
David  Harrington,  Jonathan  Fisher,  Isaac 
Bidwell,  Oliver  Atlierton,  Robert  McElroy, 
Nathan  Huntley. 

org.\nization  of  the  town. 
Copy  of  a  record  in  the  town  clerk's  of- 
rice  in  Middlesex : 
7o  Sdh  Put  nam,  Esq.: — 

Sir — We,  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Middlesex,  petition  your  honor  to  grant 
a  Warrant  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a 
town-meeting  in  said  tov/n  of  Middlesex 
on  Monday,  the  29  of  March  instant,  at 
ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  for  the 
purpose  of  Organization  of  said  Town. 

Edmond  PIolden, 
Levi  Putnam, 
Samuel  Harris, 
Isaac  Putnam. 
Chittenden,  March  15th,  1790. 

In  ptirsuanceof  the  foregoing  Petition,  By 
the  authority  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  you 
are  hereby  directed  to  warn  all  the  free- 
Lloiders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Middlesex  to  meet  atthe  dwelling-house 
of  Seth  Putnam,  Esq.,  in  said  Middlesex, 
on  Monday,  the  29th  day  of  March  Instant, 
at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning.  Firstly 
to  choose  a  moderator  to  govern  said 
meeting. 

2dly,  to  choose  a  town  Clerk,  Select- 
men, Town  treasurer,  and  all  other  Town 
officers  according  to  Law,  and  of  your  do- 
ings herein  make  due  return  according  to 
Law. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  said  Middlesex, 
this  15th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1790. 

To  Levi  Putnam,  freeholder  of  the  Town 
of  Middlesex.  Seth  Putnam, 

Just  ice  of  the  Peace. 
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Served  the  within  Warrant  by  notifying 
the  inhabitants  by  setting  up  a  true  copy 
at  my  dwelling  house  in  Middlesex. 

JMarch  i6th,  1790. 

Levi  Putna?*!,  F?-eehoIder. 

Mar.  29,  1790,  According  to  within  war- 
mnt  being  met,  made  choice  of  Levi  Put- 
nam, i^loderaV  ;  Setli  Putnam,  Town  Clerk  ; 
Thomas  Mead,  Levi  Putnam  and  Seth 
Putnam,  selectmen  ;  Edrnond  Holden,  con- 
stable and  collector  of  taxes ;  Lovewell 
Warren,  Town  Treasurer ;  Jonas  Harring- 
ton, Surveyor.  Attest, 

Seth  Putnam,  T.  C. 

Recorded  May  7th,  1790. 

I  find  by  the  records  in  the  town  clerk's 
office  that  the  honorable  Seth  Putnam  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  of  Middlescx 
on  the  first  day  of  September,  1807,  and 
that  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  repre- 
sentative was  30.  The  general  reader  will 
at  first  think  it  strange,  to  say  the  least, 
that  the  town  had  no  representative  till  \J 
years  after  its  organization  ;  but  may  re- 
member Vermont  was  not  admitted  into 
the  Union  until  Feb.  1791. 

Samuel  Mann,  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  town,  bought  two  lots  of  land  3 
miles  N.  E.  of  Middlesex  village.  I  bought 
the  same  lots  Oct.  19,  1S20,  at  which  time 
I  commenced  an  acquaintance  with  the  in- 
habitants of  Middlesex.  I  came  into  the 
town  with  my  family  Mar.  16,  1S21.  The 
venerable  Thomas  Mead  was  then  very 
far  advanced  in  years,  and  had  a  great 
num.ber  of  children  and  grand-children. 
His  son  Thomas,  and  grand-son  Thomas, 
lived  in  his  house,  and  also  Jacob  iMonis, 
who  married  his  daughter,  making  in  all 
four  families.  Mr.  Thomas  Mead  was  a 
church-going  man  and  was  much  respected. 
There  was  no  meeting-house  in  town  until 
several  years  after  I  came,  except  a  small 
house  of  cue  story,  which  was  built  by  a 
very  upright  and  benevolent  man, 

SAMUEL  HASKINS, 

who  built  it  at  his  own  expense  to  present 
to  the  Methodist  church,  v>'hich  was  then 
in  a  prosperous  state  here.  He  owned  a 
saw-mill  and  grist-mill,  and  an  oil-mill. 
While  he  was  grinding  large  cakes  of  oil- 
meal,  one  of  the  stones,  6  feet  or  more  in 
diameter,  broke  away  from  the  axle-tree  or 
shaft,  and  threw  him  backward  against  the 
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oil-trough,  and  broke  both  of  his  legs. 
The  stone  which  remained  attached  to  the 
axle-tree  rolled  around  swiftly  against  the 
other,  crushing  them  nearly  off,  until  the 
sufferer  was  released  by  a  neighbor,  who 
took  away  the  stone  and  conveyed  him  to 
his  house.  Two  physicians  were  soon  in 
attendance  ;  both  limbs  were  taken  off,  but 
the  good  man's  sufferings  soon  ceased, 
and  he  passed  away  calmly.  1  was  stand- 
ing by  to  behold  the  solemn  sight,  and 
could  tmly  say  : 

"How  still  and  peaceful  is  the  grave 
%Vlien  life's  vain  tiinnUt  all  is  passed; 

The  appoiuted  house  by  He.Hveu's  decree 
Kecelves  us  all  at  hist." 

After  the  death  of  this  generous  man, 
the  house  was  changed  from  a  meeting- 
house to  a  dwelling-house,  and  thus  re- 
mains. It  stands  near  the  S.  E.  corner  of 
the  town  cemetery,  owned  and  occupied 
by  a  grand-daughter  of  the  deceased  and 
h.er  husband. 

LOVEWELL  WARREN, 

one  of  the  first  settlers,  was  town  treasurer 
in  1790.  He  was  much  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors.  Leander  WaiTen,  a  son  of 
Lovewell,  represented  the  town  several 
times,  and  was  much  esteemed  by  his 
townsmen.  Rufus  Warren,  a  son  of  Le- 
ander, has  also  represented  the  town. 

HON.  SETH  PUTNAM 

had  3  sons.  Holden,  the  oldest,  repre- 
sented the  town  several  times.  Roswell, 
the  second,  was  an  estimable  citizen,  much 
esteemed,  and  the  reverend  George  Put- 
nam was  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  much 
esteemed.  Plon.  Seth  Putnam  made  the 
town  a  present  by  deeding  to  the  town  a 
small  lot  of  land  for  a  cemetery,  where  his 
remains  and  the  remains  of  a  part  of  his 
family  are  buried.  Their  graves  are  en- 
closed by  an  iron  fence.  Almost  all  the 
first  settlers  of  Middlesex  were  living  here 
when  I  came.  I  think  the  number  of  men 
was  about  210  who  were  heads  of  families, 
and  they  have  all  passed  away  from  earth. 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN, 

one  of  the  first  settlers,  bought  a  lot  of 
land  about      miles  from  the  village,  the 
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farm  now  owned  by  William  B.  McEllroy. 
Mr.  H olden  had  5  sons,  Horace,  William, 
Xerxes,  Moses  and  Philander.  Horace 
Holden,  chosen  town  clerk  in  INIarch,  1820, 
held  the  ofnce  32  years.  At  the  end  of  32 
years,  his  son,  William  H.  Holden,  was 
chosen,  and  held  the  office  19  years.  C. 
B.  Holden,  a  son  of  Horace,  held  the  office 
from  March,  1873,  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
July  25,  1878,  and  James  H.  Holden  ap- 
pointed July  27,  1878,  by  the  selectmen; 
held  the  office  until  September  3,  1878. 
Horace,  William,  Xerxes,  Moses  and  C. 
B.  Holden  represented  the  town  several 
times  each,  and  have  all  passed  away,  and 
William  H.  Holden  has  also  passed  away. 

JO.?EPn  CHAPIN 

v,-as  born  Oct.  28,  1758.  His  son,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Jr.,  was  born  June  25,  in  Weathers- 
field,  Vt.,  in  1792.  Joseph  Chapin,  Sr., 
settled  in  Middlesex  when  the  town  was 
quite  new  ;  his  son,  Joseph  Chapin,  Jr., 
was  a  farmer,  and  by  industry  and  good 
economy,  acquired  a  very  handsome  prop- 
erty for  his  children,  and  left  a  good  name. 
His  wife  passed  away  many  years  before 
his  departure.  She  was  sister  to  Horace 
Holden.  Joseph  Chapin,  Sr.,  lived  to  the 
age  of  96  years,  and  was  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

Joseph  Chapin,  Jr.,  had  2  sons.  Hink- 
ley,  the  oldest,  was  killed  instantly.  He 
was  a  brakeniau  on  the  cars,  and  received 
the  fatal  blow  when  passing  through  or 
under  a  bridge.  W^illiam  Chapin,  his  son, 
still  survives  and  has  held  many  important 
offices  in  town. 

The  Chapin  family  own  lots  in  our  beau- 
tiful cemetery,  and  the  remains  of  their 
loved  ones  are  deposited  there.  One  of 
Joseph  Chapin,  Jr's.,  daughters,  with  her 
husband,  Otis  Leland,  are  living  in  sight 
of  bur  beautiful  cemetery,  where  they  often 
visit  the  graves  of  their  departed  friends — 
their  son,  their  parents  and  grand-parents, 
and  brother  who  was  killed  on  the  cars. 

JEREMIAH  LELAND, 

one  of  the  first  settlers,  removed  from 
Charlestown,  N.  H.  He  died  soon  after 
I  came  to  iMiddlesex,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him ;  left  3  sons,  Rufus,  James  and 


Jeremiah,  all  of  whom  have  long  since 
passed  away,  esteemed  by  all,  and  their 
remains  are  deposited  in  our  cemetery, 
with  the  remains  of  all  their  partners  in 
life.  James,  son  of  Jeremiah,  was  never 
married.  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  has left4 sons,  all 
now  living,  two  of  whom  have  represented 
the  town,  and  Rufus  has  left  two  sons, 
who  are  now  living,  worthy  men,  much 
esteemed, 

ERENEZER  PUTNAM, 

a  brother  of  Col.  Seth  Putnam,  was  a  man 
about  50  years  of  age  when  I  came  to  live 
in  Middlesex,  in  1821.  He  was  a  very 
pleasant,  social  man,  and  w^orked  w^ith  me 
to  score  timber  for  a  barn.  His  son,  Rus- 
sel,  hewed  the  timber.  Soon  after,  Russel 
was  taken  sick.  I  visited  him  several 
times,  liis  sufferings  were  very  great  be- 
fore he  pasFcd  away.  He  left  several 
daughters  and  one  son,  whose  name  was 
Holden,  who  was  a  sheriff  of  good  repute, 
arid  enlisted  in  the  last  war,  and  lost  his 
life  in  the  defence  of  his  country. 

JACOB  PUTNAM, 

another  brother  of  Col.  Seth  Putnam,  set- 
tled on  a  branch  of  Onion  river  in  Middle- 
sex, about  5  miles  above  Montpelier  vil- 
lage. I  because  acquainted  with  him  soon 
after  I  came  to  the  town.  He  was  a  man 
of  good  understanding.  I  was  associated 
with  him  and  Nathaniel  Carpenter  in  mak- 
ing an  apprai  .al  of  all  the  real  estate  in 
Middlesex  soon  after  I  came.  He  died 
many  years  since.  His  son,  C.  C.  Put- 
nam, and  C.  C.  Putnam,  Jr.,  are  persever- 
ing men  and  good  citizens. 

Isaac  Putnam,  another  brother  of  Seth 
Putnam,  lived  in  Montpelier,  and  passed 
away  to  the  spirit  life,  leavingagood  name 
and  a  respectable  posterity. 

NATHANIEL  CARPENTER 

was  one  of  the  first  settlers  ;  voted  for  town 
representative  in  September,  1807;  was 
tov/n  clerk  in  all  9  years,  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  I  think,  30  years,  or  more.  He 
died  in  the  winter  of  1837.  In  1821,  when 
I  came  to  live  here,  he  lived  one  mile  from 
our  village  and  5  miles  from  Montpelier 
village.    He  had  4  sons  by  a  second  mar- 
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riagc  ;  two  or  more  by  a  previous  marriage  ; 
his  four  last  sons  were,  N.  M.  Carpenter, 
Don  V.  Carpenter,  and  Heman  and  Al- 
bert. Don  P.  Carpenter  has  been  one 
of  tiic  side  judges  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty Court,  and  Heman,  judge  of  Wash- 
ington County  Probate  Court,  and  N.  M. 
Carpenter  is  a  respectable  and  successful 
farmer.  I  know  less  of  Albert,  as  he  set- 
tled in  a  distant  state. 

CAPT.  ROBERT  MCELROY, 

one  of  the  first  settlers,  lived  2  miles  from 
Middlesex  village.  His  family  were  an 
aged  mother,  who  emiigratcd  from  Scotland, 
his  wife,  4  sons  and  3  daughters.  Ira,  the 
oldest  son,  died  single  ;  Harry,  the  second 
son,  had  3  sons,  Clesson  R.  and  H.  L.  Mc- 
Elroy,  and  Wm.  B.  McElroy.  Lewis  had 
2  sons  and  Jeremiah  2  sons,  in  all,  7 
grandsons.  Capt.  Robert  McElroy  and 
wife,  mother  and  4  sons,  have  passed 
away.  Hany  McElroy's  third  son,  Wm. 
B.  McElroy,  was  chosen  town  clerk,  Sept. 
3,  1878. 

It  will  be  observed  by  this  that  Capt. 
Robert  McElroy  has  left  a  good  record. 
In  addition  to  the  above  I  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  state  that  Harry  McElroy's  eldest 
son,  Clesson  R.  McElroy,  was  a  lieutenant 
in  the  army  and  a  valiant  officer,  held  in 
high  esteem  by  both  officers  and  soldiers, 
and  Harry  McElroy's  sedond  son,  H.  L. 
McElroy,  has  been  superintendent  of  com- 
mon schools  in  Middlesex  for  several  years, 
and  as  such  highly  esteemed. 

JESSE  JOHNSON 

was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  voted  for 
representative  in  1807.  He  was  far  ad- 
vanced in  life  in  1820.  His  son,  Jesse 
Johnson,  Jr.,  was  a  man  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  lived  about  50  years  after  1820, 
and  was  for  man}'  years  associated  with 
Moses  Holden,  his  son-in-law,  in  trade. 
They  were  esteemed  by  all  v;ho  knew 
them,  v/ere  good  economists,  and  accmiiu- 
lated  a  large  property,  and  have  passed 
away.  They  have  left  no  son  to  perpetuate 
their  names. 

EPHRAIM  WILLEY 

was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  had  2 
sons,  Hubbard  and  Benjamin,  who  v/ere  in 


the  prime  of  life  in  1820.  They  have  all 
passed  away;  but  have  left  a  great  number 
of  children  and  grand-children  to  perpet- 
uate their  memory,  all  of  whom  are  re- 
spectable citizens,  even  as  their  fathers 
and  grandfathers  before  them  were. 

RUFUS  CHAMBERLIN,  ESQ., 

one  of  the  first  settlers,  was  in  182 1  a  man 
far  advanced  in  life,  and  had  then  living  5 
sons  and  3  daughters.  Plis  -oldest  son, 
Clesson,  died  in  Massachusetts.  Oliver 
A.  Chamberlin,  the  second  son,  and  A. 
L.  Chamberlin,  the  fourth,  are  still  liv- 
ing. Rufus  Chamberlin,  Esq.,  and  wife, 
2  daughters  and  3  sons,  have  passed  from 
this  life,  but  not  without  leaving  children 
and  grandchildren  to  perpetuate  their 
memory,  though  most  of  the  grandchildren 
have  passed  away.  I  will  name  a  few : 
Wm.  H.  lioldcn,  C.  B.  Holden,  Martha 
Holden ;  children  of  Horace  Holden  and 
his  wife,  Mary  Chamberlin,  and  Mary,  also 
a  daughter  of  Oliver  A.  Chamberlin.  Our 
town  clerk  is  a  son  of  Harry  McElroy  and 
his  wife,  Mary  Ann,  dau.  of  Rufus  Cham- 
berlin, both  of  whom  have  passed  away. 

iMERCHANTS  AND  STORES,  1879. 

We  have  three  stores  in  Middlesex  vil- 
lage, one  owned  and  occupied  by  Benja- 
min Barrett  and  James  H.  Holden,  one  by 
J.  Q.  Hobart,  and  one  by  N.  King  Her- 
rick,  all  doing  a  good  business  without 
danger  of  failing.  Our  merchants  are  as 
reliable  as  those  of  Montpelier,  and  I  choose 
to  patronize  them. 

We  have  at  this  date,  Jan.  1879,  no 
physician  in  town.  Nearly  all  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Middlesex  employ  the  physicians 
who  live  in  Montpelier  village. 

MEETING-HOUSES  AND  CHURCHES. 

We  have  three  meeting-houses,  all  good  ; 
one  good  brick  one  in  the  village,  near  the 
passenger  depot,  one  built  of  wood  in  the 
center  of  the  town,  and  another  of  wood  in 
the  small  village  denominated  Shady  Rill. 
They  are  all  kept  well  painted  and  in  good 
repair.  The  one  in  Middlesex  village  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Methodists  one-half 
of  the  time,  and  seldom  at  any  other  time, 
and  it  is  about  the  same  as  to  the  house  in 
the  center  of  the  town.    The  meeting- 
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house  in  Shady  Rill  was  built  about  30 
years  ago,  by  the  Freewill  Baptists,  and  it 
is  occupied  by  those  who  built  it,  and  their 
posterity.  There  was  a  Congregational 
church  in  this  town  when  the  brick  meeting- 
house was  built,  but  there  is  not  now.  I 
think  it  passed  av.'ay  about  1845.  The 
Methodist  church  has  about  36  members 
at  this  time.  The  Freewill  Baptist  church, 

1  think,  is  about  the  same  as  to  numbers. 
The   Methodist  denomination  own  a 

good  and  well-tlnished  parsonage  house 
and  out-buildings,  all  well  arranged,  near 
the  brick  meeting-house  in  Middlesex. 

MICAH  HATCH 

was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  an  early  settler  of  Middlesex, 
lie  bought  two  or  more  good  lots  of  land, 
4  miles  north  of  Mnntpelier  village.  He 
had  2  sons,  Micah  and  David  ;  David  had 

2  sons,  Zenas  and  Gardner.  Zenas  was 
drafted  and  lost  his  life  in  defence  of  his 
country.  A  daughter  of  Micah  Hatch 
was  the  mother  of  the  Hon.  Zenas  Upham, 
one  of  the  side  judges  of  Orange  County 
Court  in  1S7S. 

SOLOMON  LEWIS 

was  an  early  settler  of  Middlesex,  and  set- 
tled on  the  North  branch  of  Onion  river, 
6  miles  north  of  Montpelier  village.  Wil- 
liam Lewis,  a  son  of  Solomon,  owned  and 
occupied  the  farm  for  many  years,  and  said 
farm  is  now  owned  by  Lathrop  Lewis,  a 
son  of  the  late  William  Lewis.  I  could 
say  much  in  commendation  of  Mr.  Sol- 
omon Lewis  and  his  son  William,  and  of 
his  grandson,  Lathrop,  all  of  whom  have 
been  good  citizens. 

EZRA  CUSHMAN 

was  t)ne  of  the  early  settlers,  a  respectable 
merchant,  and  associated  as  such  with 
Theophilus  Cushman,  his  nephev/,  in  trade 
in  Middlesex  village  in  the  early  settlement 
of  the  town,  was  a  man  in  whom  the  people 
all  had  the  utmost  confidence.  He  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Hon.  Seth  Putnam. 
Their  son,  the  Rev.  Lewis  Cushman,  a 
Methodist  minister  much  esteemed,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  ministry  more  than  30 
years,  previous  to  1879. 


CAPT.  ZERAH  HILLS 

was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  town. 
He  had  3  sons,  Lorenzo,  Justin  and  Zerah. 
Zerah  built  the  house  above  described, 
and  had  it  very  nearly  completed  when  the 
Rebel  war  commenced,  and  he  enlisted  in 
defence  of  our  country,  and  died  in  its  de- 
fence June  25,  1863,  lamented  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

COL.  HUTCHINS 

was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Middlesex. 
He  had  two  sons,  Timothy  and  Solomon. 
Solomon  married  a  sister  of  ex- Governor 
Paul  Dillingham.  Solomon  Hutchinskept 
a  public  house  in  Middlesex  village  when 
the  town  was  quite  new.  I  think  the 
house  was  the  first  public  house  kept  in 
Middlesex.  Solomon  Hutchins  and  his 
immediate  family  have  long  since  passed 
away,  but  leaving  a  respectable  posterity 
of  children,  grandchildren  and  gi-eat 
grandchildren. 
March,  1S79. 

MIDDLESEX  CONCLUDED. 
BY  VOLNF.Y  V.  VAUGHN',  ESQ. 

The  township,  situated  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Wmooski  river,  30  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Burlington,  lat. 
44°,  20',  long.  4°,  2',  is  bounded  N.  by 
Worcester,  K.  by  East  Montpelier  and 
Montpelier,  S.  by  Berlin  and  Moretown, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Winooski, 
and  W.  by  Waterbury. 

The  N.  H.  charter,  by  Wentworth,  was 
granted  "  by  command  of  His  Excellency, 
King  George  III.,  in  the  third  year  of  his 
reign,"'  and  provides : 

The  township  of  Middlesex,  lying  on 
the  east  side  of  French  or  Onion  river,  so 
called,  shall  be  six  miles  square  and  no 
more,  containing  23,040  acres. 

The  tirst  meeting  for  the  choice  of  town 
officers  shall  be  held  on  the  26th  day  of 
July  next,  to  be  notified  and  presided  over 
i  by  Capt.  Isaac  Woodruff,  and  that  the  an- 
i  nual  meeting  forever  hereafter  for  the 
choice  of  officers  for  said  town  shall  be  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  annually. 

The  town  was  to  be  divided  into  71 
equal  shares  ;  each  one  of  tlie  65  propri- 
etors to  whom  it  was  granted  to  hold  one 
share,  and  6  shares  as  usual  in  the  N.  H. 
charters  for  the  Governor's  right,  the  ben- 
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ef»t  of  the  Gospel  and  schools.  The  Gov- 
ernor's land  Avas  a  tract  of  500  acres  i^i  the 
S.  W.  corner  of  the  town. 

The  council  of  New  York  established 
the  county  of  Gloucester  in  1770,  which 
included  this  town,  and  the  iirst  record  of 
a  proprietors'  meeting  found  in  our  town 
records  commences  : 

A  mcctint(  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Township  of  Middlesex,  on  Onion  River, 
in  the  Provhice  of  iVciu  York,  holden  at 
the  dwelling-house  of  Samuel  Canfield, 
Esq.,  in  New  Milford,  Conn.,  on  Tuesday, 
yc  tenth  day  of  May,  1770. 

At  this  meeting  Partridge  Thatcher,  of 
New  Milford,  was  chosen  moderator,  and 
Samuel  Averill,  of  Kent,  clerk. 

It  was  voted  to  "lay  out  said  township 
and  lot  one  division  of  100  acres  to  each 
right, ■■  and  Samuel  Averill  was  chosen 
a<:ent  to  afrree  with  a  survevor  and  chain- 
bearers  to  do  the  business.  It  was  voted 
to  lay  a  tax  0!  $3  per  right,  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  surveying,  and  Partridge  Thatcher 
and  Samuel  Averill  laid  out  the  ist  division 
as  above  voted. 

The  proprietors  held  a  meeting  at  Kent, 
Apr.  13,  1773,  Samuel  Avciill,  Jr.,  clerk. 
Voted  $2.50  per  right  instead  of  the  $3.00 
voted  before  to  pay  the  expense  of  the 
surveys. 

Oct.  14,  1774,  Samuel  Avciill,  Jr.,  col- 
lector, sold  8  lots  of  land  at  public  auc- 
tion, to  satisfy  unpaid  taxes  voted  as  above. 
Partridge  Thatcher  and  Samuel  Averill, 
Jr.,  bid  off  4  lots  each,  at  £\  2s.,  N.  Y. 
money,  per  lot. 

The  first  deed  of  Middlesex  lands  re- 
corded is  from  Samuel  Averill,  Jr.,  to 
Samuel  Averill  of  5  full  rights,  dated  Kent, 
Litchfield  Co.,  Dec.  30,  1774,  and  ac- 
knowledged before  \Vm.  Cogswell,  justice 
of  the  peace. 

The  first  proprietors'  meeting  held  in 
Vermont  was  at  Sunderland,  Oct.  13,  17S3, 
Isaiic  Hitchcock,  proprietors'  clerk,  and  the 
2d  and  3d  division  of  lands  were  m.ade,  and 
.surveys  recorded  Feb.  9,  17S6. 

The  first  proprietors'  meeting  held  in 
Middlesex  was  at  the  house  of  Lovell  War- 
ren, Aug.  14,  1787.  Choice  v.as  made  of 
Seth  Putnam,  proprietors'  clerk,  and  ad- 
journed until  Nov.  5,  same  year,  and  at 


this  adjourned  meeting  it  was  claimed  that 
all  former  surveys  or  pretended  surveys 
had  been  made  inaccurately,  that  some  of 
the  lots  had  been  laid  out  within  the  limits 
of  iSIontpelicr,  that  proprietors  could  not 
find  their  lots,  etc.,  and  it  was  "  Resolved 
to  hold  null  and  void  all  former  surveys  or 
pretended  surveys.'' 

It  was  voted  to  lay  out  the  ist,  2d  and 
4th  divisions  in  69  lots  each,  of  104  acres 
in  a  lot,  tlie  4  acres  being allov/ed  for  high- 
ways. Where  the  village  no\v  stands,  30 
acres  were  reserved  for  a  mill  privilege, 
and  104  acres  of  the  pine  lands  just  east- 
erly of  the  mill  site  for  the  first  mill- 
builder,  if  he  built  a  mill  within  12  months. 
This  reservation  was  the  3d,  called  the 
white-pine  division,  which  was  laid  out  in 
about  I -acre  lots,  and  divided  among  the 
proprietors  the  same  as  the  other  divisions. 
The  ist,  2d  and  3d  divisions  were  allotted 
in  17S7  and  'SS,  and  surveys  recorded  in 
September,  17S8.  Allotted  by  Gen.  Parley 
Davis,  surveyor;  Isaac  Putnam,  hind- 
chainman;  Jacob  Putnam,  fore-chainman. 
The  4th  division  was  allotted  by  Gen. 
Davis  in  1798. 

This  allotting,  if  accurately  surveyed, 
would  cover  22,162  acres,  which  would 
leave  878  acres  undivided  land,  of  which 
each  proprietor  would  ov/n  an  equal  share. 
This  land,  which  is  north-easterly  of  the 
Governor's  right,  has  been  taken  up  or 
"pitched"  from  time  to  time,  until  it  is 
all  claimed  on  titles  of  original  rights. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved 
Oct.  30,  1850,  so  much  of  the  town  as  is 
contained  in  lots  numbering  50,  55,  56,57, 
58,  63  and  64,  and  so  much  of  the  undi- 
vided land  as  lies  westerly  of  a  line  com- 
mencing at  the  most  south-easterly  corner 
of  lot  number  64,  and  running  south  36"^ 
west  and  parallel  with  the  original  line  be- 
tween Waterbury  and  Middlesex  to  the 
Governor's  right,  so  called  ;  thence  on  the 
line  of  the  Governor's  right  to  the  original 
town  line,  was  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Waterbury,  which  leaves  about  22,000 acres 
as  tlic  present  area  of  ?vliddlesex, 

The  change  in  the  tov/n  line  was  made 
to  benefit  a  few  families  who  lived  in  the 
I  v.'est  part  of  the  town  who  could  more  con- 
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veniently  attend  meetings  and  go  to  market 
in  Waterbu.ry  than  in  Middlesex,  on  ac- 
count of  liy^iV?  t^ie  west  side  of  a  high 
range  of  hills  or  mountains,  that  form  a 
natural  boundar}',  and  so  separate  the  two 
towns  that  only  one  carriage-road  directly 
connects  them.  The  change  brings  the 
town  line  as  now  established  very  near  the 
summit  of  tliis  range  of  mountains. 

Near  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  town  com- 
mences a  less  elevation  of  land,  w^hich  ex- 
tends in  a  northerly  direction  a  little  east 
of  the  centre  of  the  town,  which  unites 
with  the  higher  range  about  4  miles  from 
the  south  line,  and  gives  the  south  part  of 
the  town  a  slope  southerly  towards  the 
Winooski,  and  the  northern  and  eastern 
part  a  slope  easterly  towards  the  North 
Branch  of  the  Winooski,  which  flows 
through  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town. 

The  surface  of  the  township  is  somewhat 
jneven,  but  the  soil  is  generally  very  fer- 
tile and  productive.  There  are  many  ex- 
cellent farms  on  the  hills,  and  some  fine 
intervales  along  the  river  and  branch,  and 
although  the  meadows  are  not  very  ex- 
tensive, they  are  enough  so  to  form  a  num- 
ber of  very  good  and  valuable  farms. 

The  land  is  naturally  covered  with  maple, 
birch,  beech,  ash,  elm,  butternut,  red-oak, 
iron-wood,  pine,  spruce,  hemlock,  fir  and 
other  smaller  trees  and  bushes  such  as  are 
common  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

The  N.  W.  corner  of  the  town  contains 
about  1200  acres  of  nearly  unbroken  forest, 
covering  the  mountain  and  lying  along  its 
base,  which  only  needs  steanvpower  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  backed  by  good  me- 
chanical enterprise  and  skill,  to  make  it 
valuable  property. 

This  town  will  compare  favorably  with 
the  other  towns  in  the  County  for  farming 
and  lumbering. 

NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 

Nature  has  given  our  territory  fully  an 
average  share  of  the  singular  and  odd,  and 
of  the  grand  and  sublime. 

Among  the  oddities  is  a  rocking  stone 
on  the  farm  of  William  Cliapin,  near  the 


Centre.    This  stone, 
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manv  tons. 


is  so  evenly  balanced  on  a  high  ledge  that 


it  can  be  rocked  forward  and  back  with 
ease.  On  the  mountain  west  of  the  late 
C.  B.  Holden  farm  is  a  high  cliff  of  rocks, 
from  which  many  heavy  pieces  of  rock  have 
become  detached  and  fallen  to  the  ravine 
below.  These  are  so  j)Iaced  that  they 
form  some  curious  caverns  on  a  small  scale, 
which  are  noted  hedge-hog  habitations. 
One  of  these  rocks,  sheltered  by  the  over- 
hanging cliff  from  which  it  fell,  which  is 
some  6  feet  long,  4  feet  wide,  and  from  i 
to  2  feet  thick,  lies  on  another  rock  in  such 
a  manner  that  it  projects  over  nearly  half 
its  length,  and  is  so  nicely  balanced  that  a 
man  can  teeter  it  up  and  down  with  one 
finger. 

A  few  years  ago  there  stood  by  the  road- 
side on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel 
Perabrook,  an  iron-wood  or  remon  tree, 
which  about  2  feet  from  the  ground  di- 
vided into  two  trunks,  each  about  6  inches 
in  diameter.  They  grew  smooth  and 
nearly  straight,  and  from  i  to  2  feet  apart 
for  some  10  feet,  w^here  they  again  united 
in  one  solid  trunk,  which  was  about  10 
inches  in  diameter ;  this  continued  about  3 
feet,  where  it  again  divided.  The  two 
trunks  above  were  similar  to  the  two  be-  • 
low  for  about  10  feet;  there  it  united  once 
more,  and  above  threw  out  branches  and 
had  a  "top''  similar  to  other  trees  of  its 
kind.  This  tree  was  cut  down  by  some 
one  who  had  an  eye  keener  for  the  useft.1l 
than  for  the  ornamental. 

The  only  road  that  directly  connects 
this  town  with  Waterbury,  about  miles 
from  the  river,  passes  through  a  notch  be- 
tween masses  of  ragged  ledges  which  for 
many  rods  rise  almost  perpendicular  on 
either  side  to  the  height  of  100  feet  or 
more,  with  just  fair  room  for  a  good  car- 
riage-road and  a  small  stream  of  water  be- 
tween. 

The  channel  called  the  Narrows,  worn 
through  the  rocks  by  the  Winooski  be- 
tween this  town  and  Moretown,  is  quite  a 
cui"iosity.  Of  this  grand  work  of  time 
Moretown  may  justly  claim  a  share,  but  as 
tliis  town  is  the  most  benefited  by  it,  Mid- 
dlesex history  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out a  description.  The  channel  is  a'jout 
So  rods  in  length,  sonie  30  feet  in  depth. 
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and  averaging  about  60  feet  wide.  Where 
the  bridge  leading  from  Middlesex  village 
across  to  Moretown  sp^ans  the  channel,  the 
width  at  the  top  of  the  cut  is  less  than  the 
depth.  Below  this  bridge  for  many  rods 
the  rocks  rise  very  nearly  perpendicular  for 
some  30  feet,  appearing  like  a  wall.  Above 
the  bridge  for  many  rods  they  rise  on  either 
side  to  near  the  same  elevation,  but  not 
quite  so  steep,  leaving  the  chasm  only  a 
few  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  the  river 
runs  very  rapidly  through  the  channel.  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  Narrows  is  a  dam  and 
the  mills  described  elsewhere.  Just  below 
the  bridge,  and  in  direct  line  with  the 
course  of  the  river  above,  is  a  high  pinna- 
cle of  rocks.  When  the  river  is  low  it 
runs  the  north  side  of  this,  and  when  the 
water  is  high  it  Rows  on  both  sides,  or  sur- 
rounds it. 

By  a  survey  made  by  the  late  Hon.  Wm. 
Howes  a  few  3*ears  ago,  it  \yas  ascertained 
that  the  fall  in  the  river  from  below  the 
dam  at  Montpelier  village  to  the  top  of 
the  water  in  the  pond  at  Middlesex  was 
only  5  feet  11  inches. 

There  are  many  things  that  indicate  that 
at  some  distant  day  these  ledges  formed  a 
barrier  that  obstructed  the  water  of  the 
river,  and  raised  it  many  feet  higher  than 
the  meadows  along  the  river  above  this 
place,  forming  a  large  pond  or  lake,  that 
flowed  not  only  tliese  meadows  but  a  part 
of  Montpelier,  including  the  greater  part 
of  the  village,  and  a  portion  of  the  towns 
of  Barre,  Berlin  and  Moretown.  About  2 
miles  above  the  Narrows  the  ledge,  near 
where  the  carriage-road  now  is,  some  50 
feet  above  the  present  bed  of  the  river, 
bears  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  wash- 
ing of  the  waters  of  the  river  or  lake. 

While  gazing  oa  ihis  woudroiis  work 

Of  iKiture's  law,  divinely  fair, 
We  feel  how  great  the  work  of  time. 

How  weak  aud  frail  we  mortals  are. 

We  feel  the  feeling  grow  of  awe. 
While  lookiiicr  on  this  rolliiig  tid<?. 

And  think  these  N^  ere  the  works  of  God, 
111  which  mankind  could  take  no  pride. 

Along  the  mountain  side  in  the  N.  W. 
part  of  the  tov.  n  are  many  rills  and  brooks, 
that  come  rushing  down  steep  declivities 
and  leaping  from  high  precipices,  forming 
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many  beautiful  cascades  and  miniature  cat- 
aracts, which  if  as  great  as  they  are  lofty 
would  be  supremely  grand.  Here,  too,  are 
found  high  overhanging  cHfl:s  and  deep 
ravines,  and  all  the  sublimity  common  to 
the  mountains  of  the  Verd  Mont  State. 

But  v.'hen  we  staiid  upon  the  summit  of 
the  highest  peak,  3,558  feet  above  Lake 
Champlain,  and  cast  our  eye  at  a  glance 
over  more  than  10,000  sq.  miles  of  the 
surrounding  country,  looking  down  over 
the  homes  of  tens  of  thousands  of  our 
steady  villagers  and  sturdy  yeomanry,  view- 
ing the  well-cultivated  plains  and  forest- 
covered  hills,  and  beholding  the  distant 
mountain  scenery,  the  winding  streams 
and  ever-varied  landscape,  here  we  find 
magnificence  and  grandeur  conibined. 

It  might  be  said  sublime  and  fair, 

Aud  lofty  are  our  verdant  liills. 
And  crystal  streams  from  fountains  tlow 

That  turn  with  ease  tlic  swiftest  mills. 
Our  plains,  how  grand,  how  mtirkcd  witli  care. 

While  cacit  proclaims  the  work  of  God; 
And  man,  witli  thanks  and  willing?  hands. 

Improves  the  rich  and  fertile  sod. 

For  the  following  very  good  description 
of  our  mountains  I  am  indebted  to  Wm. 
Chapin  : 

MOUNTAINS  OF  MIDDLESEX. 
KY  WM.  CHAPIX,  KSQ. 

Near  the  South-west  corner  of  Middle- 
sex there  rises  abruptly  from  the  south 
bank  of  the  Winooski  river  a  range  of 
clearly-defined  mountains,  that  extends 
about  20  miles,  being  nearly  on  the  line 
between  Middlesex  and  Waterbury,  and 
extending  between  Worcester  and  Stowe, 
a  little  to  the  east  of  the  line  betv^-een 
those  towns,  and  ending  near  Elmore  pond, 
in  the  Lamoille  valley.  These  mountains 
are  called  "The  Hogbacks 'Mn  some  of 
the  earlier  geographical  works  of  Vermont, 
but  that  name  now  applies  only  to  the 
south  end  of  the  range  near  the  Winooski. 
.  The  most  conspicuous  points  in  Middle- 
sex are  locally  known  as  "  Burned  Mount- 
ain," "White  Rock,"  or  "  Castle  Rock," 
and  "Mt.  Hunger."  This  Mt.  Hunger  is 
nearly  on  the  line  between  Middlesex  and 
Worcester,  and  a  little  east  of  the  corners 
of  the  four  towns,  Middlesex,  Worcester, 
Stowe  and  Waterbury.  Its  height  is  3648 
feet  above  the  sea. 
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As  the  topmost  stone  of  this  mountain, 
which  is  the  highest  point  in  the  range,  is 
doubtless  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  that 
town  may  perhaps  fairly  claim  the  honor 
of  having  within  its  limits  one  of  the  pleas- 
antest  places  of  public  resort  to  be  found 
in  New  England. 

The  name  of  Mt.  Hunger  was  given  by 
a  i)arty  of  himters  who  weiU  out  from  Mid- 
dlesex Centre  on  a  winters  day,  some  60 
years  ago,  to  hunt  for  deer  on  this  mount- 
ain. Lost  in  the  vast  woods,  they  had  to 
stay  out  all  night,  with  nothing  to  eat  save 
one  partridge,  and  that  without  salt  or 
sauce.  When  tliey  got  home  the  next 
day,  half  starved  and  wholly  tired  out, 
they  said  they  had  ho.o.ViO'ci  Moiuit Hunger . 
Not  an  inviting  name,  certainly,  but  very 
appropriate  to  tlie  occasion. 

The  only  comfortable  way  and  road  to 
the  summit  at  the  present  time  is  in  and 
tluougli  Middlesex.  From  the  earliest 
settlement  of  the  town  this  has  been  a 
favoiite  resort  for  all  who  have  had  suffi- 
cient hardihood  of  muscle  and  wind  to 
make  the  first  ascent.  But  the  way  was 
rough,  tangled  and  steep.  A  better  way 
was  needed,  and  in  due  time  was  made. 
The  Mt.  Hunger  road  was  commenced  in 
October,  1877,  and  completed  June  i, 
1878.  It  was  on  its  first  survey  2  miles 
and  16  rods  in  length,  extending  from  the 
public  highway  in  Middlesex  to  tlie  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain.  The  first  500  rods 
was  made  a  good,  safe  and  comfortable 
carriage  road.  The  last  half  mile  is  very 
steep,  and  only  a  foot-path  could  be  made, 
but  the  path  is  so  well  provided  witli  stairs 
and  other  conveniences  that  children  6 
years  of  age  have  gone  up  safely,  and  men 
of  86  years  have  gone  up  without  difficulty. 
[The  late  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  of  Mont- 
pelier,  twice  after  86  years  of  age.]  Many 
teams  of  one  to  6  horses  drawing  carriages 
from  two  to  20  persons,  have  gone  up  and 
down  this  road  in  the  summers  of  1878,79 
and  '80,  without  an  accident  or  mishap  to 
any  one. 

To  build  such  a  road,  through  a  dense 
forest  of  spruce,  birch  and  maple  woods, 
was  no  small  undertaking,  requiring  some 
courage,  much  capital  and  a  vast  amount 


of  hard  labor.  Thousands  of  trees  had  to 
be  dug  up  by  the  roots — giant  birches  that 
clung  to  the  ground  for  dear  life,  welb 
rooted  spruce,  and  tough  beeches  and 
maple  ;  thousands  of  knolls  and  hills  had 
to  be  graded  or  removed,  and  hardest  of 
all,  thousands  of  rocks  and  ledges  to  be 
blasted,  dug  out,  or  got  around  in  some 
way. 

Hundreds  of  feet  of  bridgiiig  had  to  be 
built  across  the  many  little  brooks  and  rills 
that  come  down  the  mountain  sides.  Tlie 
longest  bridge  is  in  Middlesex,  near  the 
Worcester  line,  and  is  137  feet  long.  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  carriage-road  is  a 
level  plateau  that  has  been  vvell  cleared  of 
the  undei-growth  and  made  smooth,  and 
here  a  barn  has  been  built  to  accommodate 
travelers  with  teams.  The  grade  of  the 
road  is  necessarily  somewhat  steep,  but  as 
it  is  a  continual  rise  from  the  foot  to  sum- 
mit, no  very  sharp  or  steep  pitches  are  to 
be  found  in  the  whole  length  of  it. 

This  road  was  built  by  Theron  Bailey, 
Esq.,  of  Montpelier,  proprietor  of  the 
"  Pavilion,''  and  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
him  as  a  toll  road,  the  various  land-ow-ners 
on  the  route  having  deeded  him  the  right 
of  way,  and  some  25  acres  of  land  for 
building  and  standing  ground  at  the  top. 

The  construction  of  this  road  was  under 
the  superintendence  of  Wm.  Chapin,  Esq., 
of  Middlesex  Centre,  and  was  completed, 
with  the  excep  ion  of  stairs  and  bridges, 
in  60  working  days,  and  with  a  gang  of 
less  than  20  men. 

Whether  this  road  will  be  kept  up  in  re- 
pair or  not,  remains  to  be  seen.  The  mount- 
ain top  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  places  of 
earth,  and  will  be  visited  so  long  as  people 
inhabit  the  country  :  standing  in  an  isolated 
position,  it  commands  a  view  of  the  whole 
country ;  to  the  east,  to  the  White  Mount- 
ains, west,  to  the  Adirondacks,  north,  to 
the  Canadian  Provinces,  and  south,  to  the 
Massachusetts  line ;  a  score  of  villages, 
many  lakes  and  ponds,  and,  best  'of  all, 
thousands  of  New  England  farms  and 
homes. 

Among  those  who  visited  here  in  the 
olden  time  was  the  late  Daniel  P.  Thomp- 
son, of  Montpelier,  who  climbed  up,  fol- 
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lowing  the  town  line  for  a  guide,  about 
1833,  and  no  doubt  much  of  the  sublime 
mountain  scenery  so  beautifully  described 
in  ".May  Martin,'^  "The  Green  Mountain 
Boys,"*  and  other  Vermont  stories,  was 
studied  from  nature  here. 

The  tops  of  all  of  these  mountains  were 
covered  with  timber  at  the  settlement  of 
the  town:  now  some  10  acres  are  burned 
down  to  the  bare  rock  on  the  top  of  Mt. 
Hunger,  about  the  same  area  on  "  White 
Rock,''  and  on  Burned  Mountain  the  fire 
has  cleared  some  30  to  40  acres.  The 
spaces  thus  opened  afford  the  finest  out- 
look upon  the  surrounding  country. 

"Now  on  the  r5dg(>3,  bare  and  bleak. 

Cool  'round  my  temples  si;;hs  the  gale. 
Ye  wir.d,->'.  tliut  wan-lfr  o'er  the  Peak, 

Ye  mountain  spirits!  h;i.ii: 
Aiigf>l3  of  health:  to  man  below 

Ye  toring  celestial  airs; 
Bear  back  to  Him,  from  wiiom  ye  blow. 

Our  praises  and  prayers." 

Middlesex  Centre,  18S0.  w.  c. 

WATER-POWER,  MILLS  AND  FRESHETS. 

The  town  is  abundantly  watered  b}- 
springs,  brooks  and  rivers.  There  are  but 
very  few  houses  in  town  that  are  not  sup- 
plied with  a  stream  of  clear,  pure,  soft 
water,  running  from  some  never-failing 
spring. 

Numerous  brooks  rise  among  the  mount- 
ains and  on  the  hills,  and  flow  across  the 
town.  One  called  l>ig  brook  rises  N.  W. 
of  the  Centre,  flows  a  southerly  course  to 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  then  flows 
south-westerly  to  the  Winooski,  emptying 
just  above  the  village. 

On  this  stream,  about  half  a  mile  from  its 
mouth,  has  been  a  saw-mill  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  for  upwards  of  60  years, 
and  at  different  times  there  have  been  mills 
at  three  other  places  on  the  stream,  one 
being  near  the  Centre.  The  best  of  these 
mills,  built  by  Solomon  Hutchins  about  20 
years  ago,  was  destroyed  by  fire  soon  after 
it  was  completed.  The  other  mills  have 
rotted  down,  been  damaged  by  freshets 
and  never  repaired,  or  been  taken  down, 
and  at  present  there  is  no  mill  on  the 
stream  ;  but  there  is  a  repair  shop,  own-ed 
by  Myron  Long,  in  place  of  the  mill  first 
described. 


Along  the  mountains  northerly  of  the 
height  of  land  near  the  Centre,  rise  many 
brooks,  which,  flowing  south-easterly  and 
uniting,  form  a  quite  large  stream,  which 
empties  into  North  Branch  about  5  miles 
from  Montpelier  village. 

The  two  largest  of  these  brooks  unite  at 
Shady  Rill,  about  one  mile  from  tiie 
Branch,  and  here  in  the  year  1824,  Jedu- 
than  Haskins  and  Ira  McElroy  built  a  saw- 
mill on  the  rightbank  of  the  stream,  which 
stood  about  4  years,  and  was  washed  away 
by  a  freshet.  It  was  rebuilt  soon  after  by 
Haskins  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  stream. 
This  mill  stood  until  about  1850,  when  it 
was  washed  away  and  never  rebuilt.  On 
the  east  stream  of  the  two  that  unite  at 
Shady  Rill,  about  ^  mile  above  that  place, 
a  saw-mill  was  built  some  -years  ago.  In 
itS69,  or  '70-;this  mill  was  bought  by  Isaac 
W.  Brown,  of  Montpelier,  who  put  in  a 
clapboard  mill,  which  was  run  by  John 
Hornbrook  until  1872. 

In  1872,  W.  H.  lUllings  cnm.efromWaits- 
ficld  and  bought  the  mill.  He  ran  the  old 
mill  2  years,  and  his  brother,  J.  J.  Billings, 
went  in  company  with  him.  The  fall  of 
1875,  they  built  a  new  mill,  34  by  60 
feet,  and  put  in  a  small  engine  to  run  part 
of  the  machinery.  In  this  mill  they  did  a 
good  business,  which  was  increasing  each 
year  until  the  mill  was  burned.  May  8, 
1880.  At  hat  time  they  had  .several 
thousand  logs  in  the  mill-yard,  and  they 
I  immediately  commenced  clearing  out  the 
debris  of  the  burned  mill,  and  laying  the 
foundation  for  a  large  new  mill,  48  feet  by 
96.  They'put  in  a  75  horse-power  engine, 
and  -commenced  cutting  out  boards  and 
timber  July  17,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
summer  they  nearly  finished  the  mill  and 
put  in  all  the  machinery  necessary  for  cut- 
ting, planing  and  matching  boards,  and 
sawing  and  dressing  clapboards.  It  is 
now,  Jan.  1881,  one  of  the  best  mOIs  in 
the  State,  and  capable  of  turning  out  10 
car-loads  of  dressed  lumber  per  month. 
There  is  another  mill,  on  another  stream, 
about  half  a  mile  west  of  this  mill,  now 
owned  by  Geo.  W.  Willey. 

In  1815,  Esquire  Bradstreet  Baldwin 
came  from  Londonderry,  and  built  a  mill 
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where  Putnam's  mills  now  stand,  on  North 
Branch,  about  5^  miles  from  Montpeller, 
since  which  there  has  been  a  mill  there. 

We  are  favored  by  the  following  de- 
scription of  these  mills  through  the  kind- 
ness of  C.  C.  Putnam,  P^sq  : 

"  The  north  branch  of  the  Winooski, 
which  empties  into  the  main  stream  at 
Montpelier,  flows  through  the  N.  E.  corner 
of  Middlesex,  about  3  miles,  on  which  is 
situated  one  of  the  best  mill  privileges  in 
the  State,  with  a  fall  of  32  ft.,  on  which 
was  erected  a  mill  in  1S15,  by  Bradstreet 
Baldwin,  son  of  Benjamin  Baldwin,  of 
Londonderry,  Vt.  The  mill  built  by  Brad- 
street  Baldwin,  on  the  above-mentioned 
privilege,  was  owned  and  occupied  by  sev- 
eral parties  until  purchased  by  C.  C.  Put- 
nam and  Jacob  Putnam,  about  1845. 
that  time  the  capacity  of  the  mill  was  about 
100,000  ft.  per  annum.  The  old  mill  was 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream  at 
the  top  of  the  fall.  In  1854,  was  erected 
a  large  double  gang-mill  on  the  east  side 
of  the  stream  below  the  fall  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  32-feet  fall,  together  with  a 
grist-mill  and  machinery  for  dressing  lum- 
ber. The  latter  was  consumed  by  fire  in 
1862.  The  same  year  v/as  erected  by  C. 
C.  Putnam  on  the  same  site,  the  mill  now 
standing,  with  two  large  circular  saws. 
Since  then  have  been  added  to  the  mill, 
planers,  matchers,  edging-saw,  butting- 
machine  and  band-saw  for  cutting  out  chair 
stock,  the  capacity  of  the  mill  being  2,000, - 
000  ft.  dressed  lumber  per  year.  The  past 
year,  C.  C.  Putnam  &  Son,  the  present 
owners,  have  shipped  150  car-loads  of 
dressed  lumber  to  New  Hampshire,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island, 
valued  from  $25,000  to  $30,000.  The  most 
of  this  lumber  is  cut  on  their  land  in 
Worcester,  and  floated  down  the  stream. 
In  connection  with  their  lumber  business 
they  have  a  supply  store,  containing  all 
necessaries  for  their  workmen  and  public  | 
generally,  doing  a  business  of  from  $15,000 
to  $20,000  per  year.'' 

Henry  Perkins  came  to  town  somewhere 
about  1800,  and  built  the  first  grist  and 
saw-mill  at  the  Narrows,  where  the  village 
stands.    He  lived  in  the  Widow  Aaron 


Ladd  house,  one  of  the  two  first  houses  in 
the  village.  Soon  after,  Samuel  Haskins 
built  an  oil-mill,  and  Thomas  Stowell built 
a  clothing-works  mill. 

In  those  early  days,  when  news  were 
conveyed  on  horseback  as  the  swiftest 
means ;  when  freighting  between  here  and 
Boston  was  mostly  done  with  oxen  ;  before 
Arkwright  had  invented  the  spinning  Jenny, 
or  carding-machincs  were  known ;  when 
the  women  did  ail  the  carding  and  spin- 
ning by  hand  ;  when  farmers  had  to  go  a 
great  way  to  mill,  and  carry  their  grist  on 
horseback,  or  on  their  shoulders  ;  when  the 
meat  mostly  used  was  that  of  wild  game, 
and  salt  to  season  it  sometimes  $3.58  per 
bu. ;  when  8  children  were  called  an  av- 
erage family,  and  12  or  13  not  uncommon, 
and  boys  and  girls  were  not  afraid  of  work  ; 
when  the  "  goodc  housewyfe"  found  ample 
tinie  to  spin  yarn  from  wool,  flax  and  tow, 
and  weave  cloth  to  clothe  all  in  her  goodly 
family,  works  were  then  in  vogue  and  built 
for  coloring,  fulling,  pressing  and  dressing 
cloth.  In  May,  i8  tS,  a  freshet  swept  away 
the  clothing-works,  but  they  were  soon 
built  up  again. 

At  the  time  of  this  freshet  Luther  Has- 
kins was  moving  fron.i  the  nu*in  which  he 
sold  to  Stephen  Plerrickin  1820,  and  which 
Mr.  Herrick  siill  owns  and  occupies.  He 
got  his  cattle  as  far  as  the  river,  and  could 
get  them  no  farther  on  account  of  high 
water.  Nathaniel  Daniels  and  John  Cooms 
undertook  to  go  from  the  village  in  a  boat 
to  take  care  of  the  cattle.  They  had  pro- 
ceeded some  20  rods  up  the  river,  when 
the  current  upset  the  boat.  Cooms  swam^ 
ashore,  and  seeing  Daniels  struggling  in 
the  water,  was  about  to  swim  in  to  rescue 
him,  when  some  one  who  considered  the 
undertaking  too  dangerous,  held  Cooms 
back,  and  Daniels  was  drrwned. 

Nov.  1 82 1,  all  the  mills  were  destroyed 
by  fire.  They  were  soon  rebuilt,  with  a 
I  good  woolen  factory  in  place  of  the  clothing- 
works,  which  was  built  by  Amplius  Blake, 
of  Chelsea,  who  employed  Artemas  W^ilder 
to  superintend  it. 

In  Sept.  1828,  was  another  freshet, 
which  sw^ept  away  the  factory,  grist-mill, 
oil-mill  and  saw-mill.    Much  to  the  credit 
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of  the  owners,  they  went  to  work  with  true 
Yankee  courage  immediately,  and  rebuilt 
the  mills  in  a  stronger  and  more  secure 
manner,  and  had  them  all  in  operation 
within  2  years.  They  w'ere  not  secure 
enough,  however,  to  withstand  the  exten- 
sive freshet  of  July,  1830,  during  which 
the  water  in  the  Winooski  probably  was 
the  highest  ever  known  since  the  State  w^as 
setded,  being  at  its  greatest  height  July 
27  or  28,  so  high  it  flowed  through  the  vil- 
lage, and  a  dam  was  built  across  the  upper 
end  of  the  street,  to  turn  the  current  of  the 
rive  I  back  towards  the  Narrows.  All  the 
mills  were  raised  by  the  water  from  their 
foundations,  and  sailed  off  together  like  a 
fleet,  taking  the  bridge  below  with  tliem, 
until  they  stnick  the  high  pinnacle  of  rocks 
a  few  rods  below  the  bridge,  when,  witli  a 
deafening  crash,  they  smashed,  and  ap- 
parently disappeared  in  the  rolling  fiood. 

The  weather  in  the  summer  of  1830  was 
cold  and  wet  up  to  July  15.  From  the  1 5th 
to  the  24th  it  was  mostly  clear  and  exces- 
sively warm.  During  the  day  of  the  15th, 
the  thermometer  rose  in  the  shade  to  94°, 
the  i6th  it  rose  to  92°,  the  17th  to  92^,°, 
the  18th  to  92°,  the  19th  to  90°,  the  20th 
to  91°,  and  the  21st  to  94°. 

The  rain  commenced  in  the  afternoon  qf 
Saturday,  the  24th,  and  continued  till  the 
Thursday  following,  and  is  believed  to  be 
the  greatest  fill  of  water  in  the  length  of 
time  ever  known  in  Vermont,  the  fall  at 
Burlington  being  more  than  7  inches,  3.85 
in.  of  which  fell  the  26th  in  16  hours. 

After  this  freshet,  Jeduthan  and  Luther 
Haskins  built  here  an  oil-mill,  which  was 
bought  by  Enos  Stiles  in  1835,  and  suc- 
cessfully operated  by  him  for  33  years.  He 
sold  to  Y.  Dutton,  who  now  owns  it.  There 
were  many  oil-mills  in  the  State  at  an 
early  day,  but  they  had  all  been  abandoned 
except  two,  when  Mr.  Stiles  sold  his  mill. 
Mr.  Dutton  kept  the  mill  in  operation  for 
a  time  after  he  ow^ned  it,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  the  last  one  in  the  State  to  give  up 
making  oil  from  flax-seed.  The  Messrs. 
Haskins  also  built  a  grist-mill,  which  v,-as 
aftenvard  owned  for  many  years  by  Geo. 
&  Barnard  Langdon,  of  Montpelier,  who 
sold  to  L.  D.  Ainsworth.    He  has  at  great 


expense  fortified  it  against  freshets,  and 
made  it  a  first-class,  modern  flouring  and 
grist-mill,  where  he  does  a  good  business. 
He  also  owns  a  planing-mill  near  the  grist- 
mill, and  a  saw-mill  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  in  Moretown,  which  accommo- 
dates many  who  reside  in  Middlesex,  and 
has  recently  bought  the  old  oil-mill  of 
Dutton. 

In  Oct.  1869,  there  was  a  freshet  that 
did  considerable  damage.  No  buildings 
were  carried  off,  but  the  highways  were 
badly  washed,  and  many  bridges  carried 
away.  In  the  town  report  the  following 
March  I  find,  in  addition  to  a  highway  tax 
of  50  cents  on  a  dollar  of  the  grand  list,, 
about  $3,000  in  orders  drawn  for  extra 
w^ork  and  expense  on  highways  and  bridges, 
The  river  was  so  high  thatMr.  Ainsworth's 
saw-mill  teetered  up  and  down  on  the  w^ater, 
and  would  have  beeii  swept  away  had  it 
not  been  securely  chained  to  the  trees  and 
ledges. 

OF  THE  MINERALOGY 

here  but  little  is  yet  known.  Rock  crystal 
is  C|uite  common,  and  some  very  fine  spec- 
imens of  crystal  quartz  have  been  picked 
up.  The  largest,  most  transparent  and 
most  perfect  specimens  have  been  found  in 
the  north  western  part  of  the  town,  along 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  crystal 
quartz  found  liere  is  mostly  nearly  white. 
Some  of  the  specimens  are  traversed  in  va- 
rious directions  with  hair-like  crystals  of  a 
reddish,  yellowish  or  brown  color,  and 
similar  to  those  found  elsewhere  along  the 
gold  formation,  so  called,  that  extends 
through  this  part  of  the  State.  Many 
stones  are  also  found  of  which  iron  enters 
largely  into  the  formation  ;  and  it  is  claimed " 
that  gold  has  been  found  in  small  quanti- 
ties in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  but  no 
very  valuable  mines  have  yet  been  discov- 
ered here. 

MAGNETIC  VARIATION. 

From  an  examination  of  the  lines  run 
when  tiie  town  w^as  alloted  in  1788,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  westerly  variation  of  the  mag- 
netic needle  is  now  very  nearly  4°,  so  that 

[  lines  in  this  town  that  were  run  N.  36°  E. 

I  in  1787,  now  in  1881  run  N.  40°  E. 


30 


234 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


ANIMALS. 

The  first  settlers  found  in  the  forest  of 
this  town,  the  black  bear,  raccoon,  wol- 
verine, weasel,  mink,  pine  martin  (im- 
properly called  sable),  skunk,  American 
otter,  wolf,  red  fox,  black  or  silver  fox, 
cross  fox,  lynx,  bay  lynx  or  wild  cat,  star- 
nosed  mole,  shrew  mole,  Say's  bat,  beaver, 
musk  rat,  meadow  mouse,  jumping  mouse, 
white  bellied  or  tree  mouse,  woodchuck, 
the  gray,  black,  red,  striped,  and  flying 
squirrel,  hedge-hog,  rabbit,  moose,  and 
common  deer. 

In  1 83 1,  a  very  large  moose  left  the 
mountain  near  the  notch  road,  and  wan- 
dered towards  the  village  of  Middlesex, 
He  crossed  the  Winooski  near  the  eddy 
just  below  the  narrows,  and  went  across 
the  meadows  on  the  farms  now  owned  by 
Joseph  Newhall  and  Joseph  Knapp  in 
Moretown,  passing  through  a  field  of  wheat 
on  the  latter  farm.  He  then  crossed  Mad 
river  near  its  mouth,  and  started  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  large  tract  of  woods  near 
Camel's  Hump  mountain.  This  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  last  wild  moose  that  ever 
visited  Middlesex. 

COUNTY  MEMBERSHIP. 

Middlesex  has  had  the  honor  to  belong 
to  Gloucester  County,  established  by  the 
N.  Y.  Council,  Mar.  16,  1770;  Unity,  es- 
tablished Mar.  17,  1778  ;  name  changed  to 
Cumberland,  Mar.  21,  1778;  to  Benning- 
ton, being  set  to  this  County  by  change 
of  county  line  Feb.  i,  1779;  Addison 
Co.,  formed  Oct.  18,  1785;  to  Jefferson 
County,  incorpoi-ated  Nov.  i,  1810;  to 
Washington  Co.,  the  name  of  Jeifeiscn 
.  being  changed  to  Washington  in  1814. 

Middlesex  can  boast  of  being  the  first 
town  settled  in  Washington  County,  as 
the  county  is  now  organized;  but  it  was 
not  the  first  town  chartered,  Duxbury, 
Moretown  and  Waterbury  having  been 
chartered  one  day  first,  June  7,  1763. 

The  altitude  at  Middlesex  village  was 
given  by  D.  P.  Thompson  at  520  feet 
above  the  level  of  tlie  ocean,  probably 
meaning  the  elevation  of  the  rajlroad  at 
that  place.  He  did  not  claim  minute  ac- 
curacy, but  as  his  estimate  was  deduced 


from  data  of  surveys  for  canals  and  rail- 
roads, it  is  probably  a  very  near  approxi- 
mation. ' 

CARRYING  THEIR  VISITORS  HOME. 

Somewhere  between  1825  and  1830,  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  named  Downer,  came 
with  his  family  from  Canada  to  build  the 
house  where  Elijah  Whitney  now  lives,  for 
Jacob  Putnam,  and  moved  his  family  into 
a  house  about  2  miles  easterly  from  Wor- 
cester Corner,  and  owned  by  Wm.  Ar- 
buckle.  Downer,  for  some  reason,  went 
to  Canada  in  the  winter,  and  left  his  vv^ife 
and  four  or  five  children  in  Worcester,  and 
.  during  his  absence  they  were  aided  by  the 
town.  Danforth  W.  Sliles  then  lived  where 
he  had  made  the  first  beginning,  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Nichols'  place,  above 
Putnam's  Mills,  and  the  Downer  family 
came  there  and  to  Jacob  Putnam's  on  a 
visit.  When  they  were  ready  to  return 
home,  they  procured  a  team,  and  a  boy 
started  to  drive  them  home  and  take  the 
team  back,  but  they  were  met  near  the  line 
by  Worcester  men,  who  turned  their  team 
around,  and  told  them  to  drive  back  into 
Middlesex,  and  they  returned  to  Stiles'. 
Stephen  Herrick  was  overseer  of  the  poor 
in  Middlesex,  and  Stiles  immediately  no- 
tified him  of  the  afiair,  and  he  started  with 
his  team  to  carry  the  fiimily  back.  He 
took  the  woman  and  children,  and  accom- 
panied by  Stiles,  they  proceeded  to  witliin 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  house,  which 
distance  was  through  a  thick  woods,  when 
they  were  stopped  by  two  men  who  were 
felHng  trees  across  the  road  so  lively  that 
after  considerable  effort  to  cut  their  way 
through,  they  returned  with  the  family  to 
Middlesex,  leaving  the  family  at  Esquire 
Baldwin's.  ■ 

Herrick  went  home,  arriving  there  about 
dark,  and  rode  about  that  part  of  the  town 
to  inform  the  men  of  his  defeat  and  pro- 
cure assistance,  and  was  soon  on  the  road 
to  Worcester  again,  accompanied  by  Elijah 
Holden,  with  a  span  of  horses  and  double 
sleigh  to  carry  the  family,  and  by  Horace 
Holden,  Moses  Holden,  Xerxes  Holden, 
Asa  Chapin,  Torry  Hill,  Josiah  Holden 
Abram  Gale,  John  Bryant,  George  Sawyer, 
Jeremiah  Leland,  Sanford  White, Lewis  Mc- 
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Elroy  and  others,  in  all  22  men,  with  9  teams 
and  plenty  of  axes,  bars  and  levers,  with 
which  to  clear  the  track,  and  they  were 
joined  by  Stiles  when  they  reached  his 
place,  making  23  men.  When  they  reach- 
ed the  woods  they  were  again  stopped, 
this  time  by  16  Worcester  men  with  axes, 
who  commenced  to  fell  trees  into  the  road, 
as  fully  resolved  to  prevent  any  further  tax 
to  support  the  Downers,  as  the  Boston 
"  tea  party  were  to  avoid  paying  the  three 
'  cent  tax  on  tea.  The  Middlesex  men 
commenced  clearing  the  road,  and  pro- 
ceeded some  distance  in  that  way,  but  the 
16  men  kept  the  trees  so  thick  in  the  road 
ahead,  that  Herrick  ordered  his  men  to 
leave  the  road,  and  cut  a  new  road  through 
i  the  woods  around  the  fallen  trees.  In 
>  this  way  they  succeeded  better,  and  when 
tlie  trees  became  too numerousaliead,  they 
dodired  again,  and  bmsiied  out  a  road 
around  them,  Holdcn  following  close  be- 
hind with  the  family.  As  soon  as  it  was 
certain  that  they  would  succeed,  Herrick 
proceeded  alone  to  the  house,  to  protect 
that  from  being  destroyed,  and  to  have  a 
fire  wlien  the  woman  and  children  should 
get  there. 

Very  soon  after  he  reached  the  house, 
William  Hutchinson  entered  with  a  fire- 
brand, and  was  about  to  set  fire  to  the 
house,  when  Herrick  seized  him,  threw 

I    him  to  the  floor,  and  seating  himself  on 

j  Hutchinson,  1  eld  him  fast.  Torry  Hill 
soon  entered,  with  a  gnifF  "  whose  here?'' 
Herrick  answered,  "I  am  here,  and  here  is 
this  little  Bill  Hutchinson,  who  bothered 

I    me  yesterday  by  felling  trees  into  the  road." 

!  "Let  me  have  him,"  said  Torry.  Herrick 
released  him,  when  he  sprang  for  the  fire, 
determined  to  carry  out  his  purpose,  but 
Torry  seized  him  by  the  collar,  and  snap- 
ping him  to  the  door,  gave  him  a  kick  that 
made  him  say,  "  Ell  go!''    "  Yes,  you  will 

:  go,  and  that  d — d  quick,  too,"  said  Hill, 
giving  him  another  kick,  that  sent  hiin 
many  feet  from  the  house. 

Soon  after  both  parties  arrived  at  the 
house,  and  the  family  w^as  escorted  in  about 
daybreak.  A  war  of  words  followed,  witli 
some  threatening.  One  tall,  muscular, 
Worcester  man,  named  Rhodes,  stepped 


out,  and  threatening  loudly,  exclaimed, 
"  I  can  lick  any  six  of  you!"  Torry  Hill 
sprang  in  front  of  him,  and  smacking  his 
fists  together,  replied,  "  My  name  is  six, 
come  on!"  but  no  blow.s  were  struck. 

Herrick  was  soon  called  before  Judge 
Ware,  of  i^.Iontpelier,  to  answer  to  the 
charge  of  violating  the  statute  against  re- 
moving any  person  or  persons  from  one 
town  in  this  State  to  any  other  town  in  the 
State  without  an  order  of  removal.  It  was 
proved  conclusively  that  all  the  home  they 
had  was  in  Worcester,  that  they  were  vis- 
iting in  Middlesex,  and  desired  to  return, 
and  that  the  defendant  only  helped  them 
to  return  to  the-.ir  house  in  Worcester.  Wm. 
L'pham  and  Nicholas  Baylies,  counsel  for 
Worcester,  and  Judge  Jeduthan  Loomis 
for  defendant. 

Although  the  Worcester  people  were 
beat,  they  did  not  give  up,  but  arranged  a 
double  sled  so  that  the  driver's  seat  was 
attached  to  the  forward  sled,  and  a  blow- 
er two  with  an  axe  would  free  the  hind  sled 
and  body,  and  taking  the  family  on  the 
sled,  they  gave  them  a  free  ride  up  north, 
and  when  in  a  suitable  place  the  driver  de- 
tached the  forward  sled,  and  trotted  off 
towards  home,  leaving  the  woman  and 
children  in  the  road,  comfortably  tucked 
up  in  their  part  of  the  sled,  and  where 
they  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  so- 
liciting the  charity  of  Her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  Canada. 

POPULATION  AND  GRAND  LIST. 

1783,  population  i  or  2  ;  1791,60;  1793, 
grand  list  £280,  los. ;  1800,  population 
262;  1810,  population  401,  list  $4770.37; 
1820,  726,  $7623  ;  1830,  1 156,  $5720  ;  1840, 
1279,  $8240;  1850,  1365,  $2952.52;  i860, 
1254,  $3459.51;  1870,  1171,  $3584.63; 
1880,  1087,  $3128;  1881,  $5068. 

In  1794,  our  votes  for  governor  were, 
for  Thomas  Chittenden  10,  Elijah  Paine  4, 
Louis  R.  iMorris  i,  and  Samuel  Mattocks  i . 

It  was  voted  to  raise  3d.  per  pound  for 
making  and  repairing  roads,  and  2d.  per 

I  pound  to  defray  town  expenses. 

j     The  5d.  on  a  pound  was  2  1-12  per  ct. 

j  of  the  grand  list,  which  was  a  great  varia- 

I  tion  from  the  125  to  150  per  ct.  raised  by 
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the  town  for  a  few  years  past  for  necessaiy 
expenses  and  highways. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  first  district  extended  along  the 
river,  but  we  have  not  learned  the  exact 
location  of  the  first  school-house.  The 
district  was  divided  in  1794,  the  line  be- 
tv.-een  lots  6  and  7  on  the  river,  and  one 
school-house  built  near  where  the  No.  i 
school-house  now  stands,  and  No.  2  school- 
house,  which  was  washed  away  by  the 
freshet  of  18 18,  about  half  way  from  the 
village  to  v.herc  the  road  leading  towards 
the  Centre  passes  under  the  railroad. 

As  the  town  became  settled,  new  dis- 
tricts were  organized  until  they  numbered 
13,  but  at  present  only  ir  support  schools, 
two  having  been  divided  and  set  to  other 
districts.  With  two  or  three  exceptions, 
the  school-houses  have  been  newly  built  or 
repaired  within  a  few  years,  and  are  in 
good  condition,  and  the  schools  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  common  schools 
of  surrounding  towns. 

The  natural  division  of  the  township 
prevents  any  natural  central  point  in  town, 
and  no  high  schools  of  any  grade  have 
been  established  here,  but  many  of  the 
larger  scholars  attend  the  high  scliools  and 
seminaries  at  Montpelier,  Barre,  Water- 
bury  and  elsewhere. 

The  number  of  families  having  children 
of  school  age  is  about  170,  and  the  num- 
ber of  school  children  only  al^out  225, 
consequently  our  schools  are  all  small 
compared  with  the  schools  of  early  days. 
About  the  year  1825  Stephen  Herrick 
taught  at  the  Centre  and  had  75  scholars  ; 
Hubbard  Willey  sending  10,  P2zra  Nichols 
7,  and  others  nearly  as  many. 

TOW^'  OFFICERS. 

Represextativf.s — Samuel  Harris  was  i 
reprej^entative  in  1791  ;  Seth  Putnam,  1792, 
'93,  '94»  '96,  '97  to  iSoo,  '3,  ^4,  '5,  '7,  '8, 
'13  to  '17,  ■'22;  Josiah  Hurlburt,  1795; 
Henry  Perkins,  iSor,  '2,  '6;  David  Har- 
rington, 1809  to  1813,  ''17,  ^19,  '21  :  Na- 
thaniel Carpenter,  1818,  bo;  Josiah  Hol- 
den,  1S23,  "24,  '20,  '29;  Holdcn  Putnam, 
1825,  '26,  '27,  '34,  36,  '40;  John  Vincent, 
1830,  '33>  '35.    j7;   Wm.   H.  Holden, 


1831;  Wm.  J.  Holden,   1838;  Leandcr 
Warren,  1 841, '44, '58, '59 ;  Horace  Hol- 
den, 1842,  '43;  Wm.  H.  Holden,  1845; 
'Joseph  Hancock,  1846,  '48 ;  John  Poor, 
1849,  '50;  Oliver  A.  Chamberlin,  1851,.! 
'52,  '55;  Moses  Holden,  1853, '54;  Geo.! 
Leland,  2d,  1856,  '57;  James  H.  Holden, 
i860;  Jacob  S.  Ladd,  1861,  '62;  Wm.  E.; 
McAllister,  1863;   C.  C.  Putnam,  1864,! 
'65;  Rufus  Warren,  1866,  '67;  Charles  bJ 
Holden,  1868,  '69;  Jarvil  C.  Leland,  1870;: 
Jacob  Putnam,  1872;  Sylvanus  Daniels,! 
1874;   C.  C.  Eaton,   i8'76;   Myron  W.j 
Miles,  1878;  Wm.  Chapin,  1880.  j 

Superintendents  of  Schools. — David  i 
Goodale  was  chosen  in  1846;  Aaron  Ladd, 
1847,  '48,  '49;  Stephen  Herrick,  1850,  ''56, 
'66;  George  Bryant,  185 1  ;  Wm.  H.  Hol- 
den, 1S52;  Vv''m.  Chapin,  1853,  '57,  '69; 
H.  Falcs,  1S54;  Anson  Felton.  1855;  H. 
L.  McElroy,  1858,  '61  to  "66;  Marcus 
Gould,  1859,  '60;  W.  L.  Leland,  1867; 
C.  C.  Putnam,  Jr.,  1868,  '70:  Elijah 
Whitney,  1879,  '80;  V.  V.  Vaughn,  1871 
to  '79,  'Si.  ; 

First    Selectimen. — Thomas  Mead, 
1790,  '95,  '96;  Samuel  Harris,  1791  ;  Seth 
Putnam,  1792,  '98,  1803,  '4,  '14,  '15;  Levi 
Putnam,    1793;  Josiah  Hurlburt,  1794; 
Leonard  Lamb,  1797  ;  Henry  Perkins,  1799 ; 
David  Harrington,  1800,  ^ I, '2  ;  Ephraim 
Willey,  1805;  Elisha  Woodbury,  1806; 
Josiah  Holden,  1807,  '8;  Nathaniel  Cai"-: 
penter,   1809,  'ii,  '13,  '18,  '19, '20, '21  ; ; 
Joseph  Hutchins,  1810;  Ephraim  Keyes, ; 
1812;  Daniel  Houghton,  1816;  Jacob  Put- 
nam, 1817  ;  Horace  Holden,  1822,  '23,  '27, 
'35,  '36,  '39,  '46,  '47  ;  James  Jordan,  1828; 
John  Vincent,  1829,  '30,  '31,^34;  Wm.  H. 
Holden,  1833;  Aaron  Ladd,  1837;  S.  C. 
Collins,  1S3S;  Leander  Warren,  1840,  '57; 
Geo.  H.  Lewis,  1841,  '42,  '53;  O.  A. 
Chamberlin,  1843,  '44.  '48,  '49,  '51  ;  Sam- 
uel Daniels,  1S45;  George  Leland,  1850, 
'52;  C.  C.  Putnam,  1854,  'yi,  '72,  '73;  \ 
Jacob  S.  Ladd,  1855  ;  Moses  Holden,  1856 ;  \ 
Wm.  D.  Mclntyre,  1858;  David  Ward,  ; 
1859,  '6c,  '66,  -67,  '68;  Osgood  Evans,  ; 
1861;  Andrew  A.  Tracy,  1862;  Jas.  H-  : 
Holden,  1863,  '64;  D.  P.  Carpenter,  1865;  ] 
Jarvil  C.  Leland,  1869;  Jacob  Putnam,  ; 
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1870;  Gardner  Sawyer,  1S74,  'Si;  Elijah 
Soiners,  1875  ;  \Vm.  B.  McElroy,  1S76: 
Hiram  A.  Savyer,  1877;  Norris  Wright, 
1878;  D.  R.  Culver,  1879;  C.  J.  Lewis, 
1880. 

Constables. — The  first  constable  elect- 
ed was  Edmond  Ilolden,  in  1790;  Daniel 
Hoadley,  1791  ;  Jacob  Putnam,  1792  ;  Seth 
Putnam,  1793;  Samuel  Harris,  1794, '97, 
'98,  '99 ;  Josiah  Hurlburt,  1795  ;  \Vm.  Hol- 
den,  1796,  1820;  Henry  Perkins,  1800; 
Rufus  Chamberlin,  iSoi  ;  David  Allen, 
1802;  Ira  Hawks,  1803;  Thomas  Mead, 
1804,  '5,  '6;  David  Harrington,  1807  to 
'13;  Josiah  Holden,  1814:  Horace  Holden, 
1 8 17,  '19,  '24  ;  Luther  Haskins,  1818  ;  Dan- 
iel Houghton,  1821  ;  Jeduthan  Haskins, 
1822  ;  Alexander  McCray,  1S25  ;  Ira  Mc- 
Elroy ,  1825  ;  O.  A.  Chamberlin,  1S28 ; 
Wm.  A.  Nichols,  1829;  Luther  Farrar, 
1830,  '31  :  D.  P.  Carpenter,  1833,  '34,  '36, 
'37  ;  Gid(.on  Hills,  1835  ;  Stephen  Plerrick, 
1838,  '39,  *4o,  '42,  '45  ;  Geo.  Leland,  1841  ; 
Philander  Holden,  1843,  '44,  46:  Geo.  H. 
Lewis,  1847, '48,  '49;  Wm.  H.  Holden, 
1850, '51;  Wm.  Slade,  1852;  Frank  A. 
Blodgett,  1853,  '54 ;  Curtis  Haskins,  1855; 
Ezra  Ladd,  1856,  '57;  Wm.  Chapin,  1858, 
•59  ;  C.  B.  Holden,  i860  to  '74  ;  -My ion  W. 
Miles,  1S74  to  the  present,  18S1. 

Overseers  since  1S41. — Robert  Mc- 
Elroy, 1842;  Selectmen.  1843,  '75;  Jedu- 
than Has'nns,  1844;  D.  P.  Carpenter, 
1845;  Wm.  S.  Clark,  1846;  Wm.  D.  Mc- 
Intyre,  1847,  "67,  '68,  '69;  PZnos  Stiles, 
1848, '49 ;  Thomas  Stoweli,  1850:  Benja- 
min Scribner,  185 1,  '53,  '54,  -64;  Stephen 
Herrick,  1852,  '58;  Daniel  B.  Sherman, 
1855,  '56;  Geo.  R.  Sawyer,  1857;  \V.  H. 
Clark,  1859;  Putnam,  i860  to  "67; 

David  Ward,  1870 ;  Elijah  Somers,  1871, 
'72,  "73,  74;  Seaver  Howard,  1876,  '77; 
Putnam  W.  Daley,  1878;  PI.  A.  Sawyer, 
1879,  '80,  'Si. 

First  Justices. — Seth  Putnam,  1789, 
1811,  '12;  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  1813, '14, 
'15, '17,  '18,  '23  to  30,  and  '33  to  '39; 
Rufus  Chamberlin,  1S16;  Daniel  Hough- 
ton, 1819,  '20,  '22;  David  Harrington, 
1821;  Wm.  H.  Holden,  1831,  '32,  '33; 
Horace  Holden,  1839,  '4o> '4i'  '44'  nearly 


all  the  time  till  his  death,  in  1865;  Wm. 
T.  Clark,  1842;  Thomas  Stowell,  1843; 
John  Poor,  1853;  Jas.  H.  Holden,  1864, 
'65,  '67  to  '72  ;  Marcus  Gould,  1866;  C.  C. 
Putnam,  1S72,  '73,  '74,  '75  ;  D.  P.  Carpen- 
ter, '76,  '77,  '78,  '80.  Seth  Putnam,  first 
justice  in  1789,  held  the  office  of  justice  26 
years;  David  Harrington,  15  years;  Thos. 
Stowell,  12  years;  John  Poor,  14  years; 
Nathaniel  Carpenter,  first  justice,  20  years, 
and  Horace  Holden  was  justice  at  least 
38  years. 

Tov;n  Agents.— Stephen  Herrick,  1842, 
'52, '57, -58,  '60,  ^61,  '66,  '72;  Geo.  H. 
Lewis,  1843,  '44;  JoJ^n  Poor,  1845,  '53; 
Holden  Putnam,  1846  to  '51  ;  George  W. 
Bailey,  1855,  '56;  Wm.  D.  McInt3Te,  1859  ! 
Leandcr  Warren,  1862,  '63,  '64,  '65,  '71, 
'73  ;  D.  P.  Carpenter,  1867,  *68,  '69  ;  David 
Ward,  1870;  C.  C.  Putnam,  1874,  '75; 
Wm.  Chapin,  1876,  "77,  78,  '80,  '81; 
Rufus  Warren,  1879. 

County  Judges.— Hon.  James  H.  Hol- 
den, Hon.  Don  P.  Carpenter. 

Members  of  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion.— Seth  Putnam  was  member  in  1793  ; 
Rufus  Chamberlin  in  1S14,  '22,  '28  and  '36  ; 
Wm.  H.  Holden  in  1843;  O.  A.  Cham- 
berlin in  1850. 

Post.aiasters. —  Theophilus  Cushman 
was  postmaster  in  1824  ;  Daniel  Houghton, 
1828  ;  Aaron  Ladd,  1829;  Moses  L.  Hart, 
1830;  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  1831 ;  Moses  L. 
Hart,  1832,  '33;  Hiram  Mclntyre,  1834  to 
'38;  Ransom  B.  Jones,  1838,  '39;  Horace 
Snow,  1840  to  '45  ;  W^m.  C,  Stowell,  1845, 
'46;  Harris  Hoyt,  1847  ;"A.  A.  Haskins, 
1848,  '49 ;  A.  H.  Playes,  1850  ;  Jesse  John- 
son, Jr.,  1851,  '52;  Anson  G.  Burnham, 
1853,  '54;  Geo.  PI.  Lewis,  1855  to  '59; 
Simpson  Hayes,  1859,  '60,  '61  ;  James  H. 
Holden,  1862  to  1881,  inclusive. 

Physicians. — A  doctor  by  the  name  of 
Billings  practiced  and  resided  in  Middle- 
sex in  182 1  ;  Holdridge  soon  after;  Joseph 
Lewis,  1825;  Samuel  Fifield,  1S30;  Daniel 
Kellogg,  '33  ;  Henry  Dewey,  '34 ;  H.  Dewey 
and  Jona  Webster,  '35  ;  Jona  Webster,  '36, 
'37  ;  Rial  Blanchard, '40,  '41,  '42;  David 
Goodalc,  '44;  F.  B,  Packard,  '45;  Chand- 
ler Poor,  dentist,  '45  ;  David  Goodale,  '46, 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  iMAGA7,INE. 


'47;  A!  H.  Hayes  and  B.  L.  Conant,  '48; 
A.  H.  Hayes,  '49;  Horace  Faje^  ^50  '51, 
'5^,  '53^  '54,  '55;  J.  W.  Savvin,  ^58,  '59; 
H.  L.  Richardson,  '61,  '62,  "63;  O.  L. 
Watson,  '65,  '66;  —  Risdon,  '79;  \V.  G. 
Church,  '80  and  *8i. 

There  miglit  have  been  physicians  in 
town  previous  to  any  named,  but  I  have 
no  such. record  or  evidence.  In  addition 
to  those  named,  other  physicians  have 
lived  in  tov/n,  among  whom  is  Dr.  Zela 
Richardson,  a  son  of  Frederick  Richard- 
son, who  was  one  of  the  first  inhabitants 
of  Stowe.  The  Dr.  was  born  in  Stowe  in 
Dec.  1799,  went  to  Castleton  when  about 
22  years  of  age,  and  studied  for  the  pro- 
fession under  Dr.  Thompson,  and  com- 
menced practicing  according  to  the  Thonip- 
sonian  system  in  Brandon  and  vicinity  in 
about  1824,  He  moved  to  Stowe  in  1833, 
and  practiced  some  there  till  1840,  when 
he  moved  to  where  Silas  Mead  now  re- 
sides in  Moretown,  where  he  lived  until 
1846,  when  he  moved  across  the  river  to 
Middlesex  vilhige,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  but  for  the  last  thirty  .years  he  has 
nearly  discontinued  practice. 

Among  others  who  have  lived  and  prac- 
ticed in  town  a  short  time  each  are  a  doc- 
tor by  the  name  of  Conant,  and  Dr.  Spicer, 
Dr.  Scott  and  a  cancer  doctor  named  Hill, 
and  perhaps  a  few  others. 

THE  CLERGY  OF  THE  TOWN. 

No  rccc.d  has  been  found  of  the  first 
preaching  in  Middlesex,  but  it  is  known 
that  about  1S12.  the  Methodist  minister  of 
the  Barre  circuit  preached  occasionally  in 
town,  and  that  in  18 13, 

REV.  STEPHEN  HERRICK, 

of  Randolph,  took  the  place  of  the  Barre 
circuit  preacher,  and  in  his  circuit  visited 
Middlesex  often,  and  usuaJly  held  meet- 
ings in  the  school-house,  then  standing  on 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  very  near  the 
present  line  between  the  farms  now  occu- 
pied by  Stephen  Herrick  and  Joseph  Ar- 
buckle.    About  the  same  time, 

NATHAN  HUNTLEY 

organized  a  religious  society,  commonly 
called  Elder  Huntley's  church,  which  in 
belief  and  manner  of  worshJp  was  nearest 


that  of  the  Free  Will  Baptists.  Elder 
Huntley  continued  his  labors  until  about 
1822,  when  through  his  advice  the  societ}' 
decided  to  disband,  and  many  of  the  mem- 
bers joined  the  other  churches. 

ELDER  BENJAMIN  CHATTERTON 

was  probably  a  resident  of  Middlesex  longer 
than  any  other  preacher  that  has  ever  re- 
sided here.  He  was  a  member  of  Elder 
Huntley's  church,  and  was  ordained  Elder, 
and  commenced  preaching  soon  after,  the 
society  to  which  he  belonged  disbanded. 
He  was  a  Free  Will  Baptist,  and  continued 
to  preach  in  town  occasionally  until  hear 
his  death.  He  was  buried  on  the  farm 
where  he  lived,  on  East  Hill,  now  owned 
by  Charles  Silloway. 

A  list  of  many  of  the  clergymen  who  have 
labored  in  this  town,  with  dates  to  show- 
about  what  time  they  were  preachers  in 
Middlesex:  John  F.  Adams,  Methodist, 
circuit  preacher  in  1821  ;  E.  B.  Baxter, 
Congregationalist,  1831;'  Benjamin  Chat- 
terton,  Free  Will  Baptist,  1834;  E.  G. 
Page  and  Isaiah  Emerson,  Meth.,  '35  ;  J. 
T.  Pierce,  Cong.,  '38;  Edward  Copeland, 
Meth., '39;  Hiram  P>eeman,  Cong.,  '39 
and  '40;  W.  N.  Peck,  Meth.,  '40,  '41  ;  El- 
bridge  Knight,  Cong.  ;  and  Wm.  Peck  and 
Israel  Hale,  Meth.,  '42  ;  John  H.  Beck  with, 
Cong.,  and  H.  P.  Cushrnan,  Meth.,  '43, 
'44,  '45  ;  P.  Merrill,  Meth.,  '46;  N.  Web- 
ster HI  '47;  D.  Willis,  Meth.,  '48;  E.  B. 
P\iller,  Free  Will  Baptist,  '51,  '52 ;  Joshua 
Tucker,  Free  Will  Baptist,  '53;  L.  H. 
Hooker,  Meth.,  and  —  Cummings,  Free 
Will  Baptist,  '54;  E.  Dickerman,  JMeth., 
and  O.  Shipman,  Free  Will  Baptist,  '55, 
'56;  Abner  Newton,  Meth.,  '57;  J.  S. 
Spinney,  Meth.,  '58,  '59;  N.  W.  Aspin- 
wall,  '60,  "61  ;  W.  E.  McAllister,  Meth., 
'62,  '63  ;  T.  Drew,  Meth.,  '64;  F.  H.  Rob- 
erts, '65,  '66;  A.  Hitchcock,  '67;  Dyer 

Willis,  '68;           Goodrich,  '69;  W.  A. 

Bryant,  Meth.,  '71,  '72,  '73  ;  O.  A.  Farley, 
'74,  '7S  ;  L.  O.  Sherburn,  '76;  C.  S.  Hurl- 
burt,  '77,  '78 ;  T.  Trevillian,  '79,  '80 ; 
W.  H,  Dean,  '81. 

EARLY  LVCUJENTS  AND  ANECDOTES. 

The  following  account  of  the  hardships 
of  the  tirst  family  who  made  a  settlement 
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in  this  town,  from  De??iuig's  V'erjfiont  Offi- 
cers, 185 1,  written  by  Horace  H olden  : 

''Thomas  Mead  was  the  first  settler  in 
the  town  and  the  first  in  the  county.  He 
came  from  Westford,  Mass.,  having  pur- 
chased a  right  of  land  in  Middlesex.  He 
came  as  far  as  Royalton  with  his  wife  and 
two  or  three  children.  Here  he  shouldered 
his  gim,  knapsack  and  ax,  and  set  forward 
alone  to  find  Middlesex,  on  Winooski 
river.  He  went  from  Brookfield  through 
the  woods  to  the  head  of  Dog  river,  fol- 
lowing that  down  to  its  junction  with  the 
Winooski,  and  over  that  river  to  Middle- 
sex, having  informed  his  wife  that  in  a 
gi\'en  time  he  should  return,  unless  he  sent 
her  word  to  the  contrary.  On  his  arrival 
he  found  Mr.  Jonah  Harrington  had  made 
a  pitch,  and  commenced  chopping  about  2 
miles  below  Montpclier  village,  where  he 
tarried  till  morning  when  he  went  down  the 
river  about  3  miles  to  the  farm,  now  owned 
by  Thomas  Stowell,  where  was  fornierly  a 
tavern."  Here  he  made  his  pilch,'''  and 
a  very  good  one  too  for  a  farmer ;  but  had 
lie  continued  down  to  the  village  of  Mid- 
dlesex it  might  have  been  much  better 
around  the  falls  in  that  place. 

"  He  was  so  pleased  with  swinging  his  ax 
among  the  trees  on  his  own  land,  subsist- 
ing on  such  game  as  he  took  with  wooden 
traps  and  his  gun,  that  his  promise  to  his 
wife  to  return  was  not  fulfilled.  She  be- 
came alarn.cd  about  him,  procured  a  horse, 
loaded  it  with  provisions,  and  set  forth  to 
find  her  husband ;  following  up  White 
river  to  its  source  in  Granville,  thence 
down  Mad  river  through  Warren,  Waits- 
field  and  Moretown  to  its  junction  with 
the  Winooski  about  half  a  niile  below 
Jiliddlesex  village,  crossed  that  river  and 
travelled  up  it  about  one  mile,  where,  to 
her  joy  and  his  surprise,  she  found  her 
husband  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day, 
doing  a  good  business  among  the  maples, 
elms  and  butternuts.  From  Royalton  to 
Rochester  she  had  a  bridle  path,  then  to 
Middlesex  were  only  marked  or  spotted 
trees  ;  was  often  under  the  necessity  of  un- 
loading her  horse  to  get  him  past  fiiUen 
timber,  and  often  had  to  lead  him  some 
distance.    Mr.  Mead's  family  soon  moved 


into  town.  Mr.  Mead's  third  son,  Joel, 
was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  Jan.  18, 
17S5,  she  having  gone  there  for  better  ac- 
commodations than  Middlesex  then  af- 
forded. Some  time  in  June,  1785,  Mrs. 
Mead  was  gone  from  home  on  a  very  * 
cloudy  afternoon.  Mrs.  Mead  had  to 
look  for  her  cows,  which  ran  in  tlie  woods 
at  large.  She  started  in  good  season, 
leaving  three  small  children,  one  a  nursing 
infant  5  months  old,  alone  in  the  house. 
Not  hearing  the  bell  on  the  cows,  she 
took  their  tracks  and  followed  down  the 
river  about  miles,  found  \vhere  they 
had  fed  apparently  most  of  the  day,  but 
no  bell  to  be  heard.  She  then  sought 
their  tracks,  and  found  they  had  gone 
down  ,the  river,  and  over  "  Plog  back 
mountain"  to  Waterbury,  one  of  the 
roughest  places  in  all  creation,  almost; 
but  cows  must  be  found,  or  children  go  to 
bed  supperless.  She  made  up  her  mind 
to  "go  ahead,''  and  crossing  the  almost 
impassible  mountain,  and  following  on, 
found  the  cows  near  the  present  railroad 
depot  in  W^atcrbury,  6  or  7  miles  from 
home. 

"By  this  time  it  had  become  dark,  and 
backed  up  by  a  tremendous  thunder- 
shower,  rendered  it  so  dark,  that  return- 
ing over  that  mountain  in  the  night  was. 
out  of  question.  In  this  unpleasant  sit- 
uation, she  found  her  way  to  Mr.  James 
Marsh's,  the  only  hut  in  that  village,  and 
stayed  till  the  first  appearance  of  daylight, 
when  she  started  her  cows  for  home  on  a 
double  quick  time,  where  she  safely  ar- 
j  rived  before  any  of  her  children  had  com- 
pleted their  morning  nap.  She  concluded 
j  the  children  had  so  long  a  crying  spell 
before  going  to  sleep,  they  did  not  awake 
as  early  as  usual." 

About  1795,  Mr.  Mead  kept  a  few 
sheep,  the  only  sheep  kept  in  town  at  that 
time.  He  had  to  keep  a  close  watch  of 
them  and  yard  them  nights,  to  keep  them 
from  falling  a  prey  to  the  bears  that  were 
then  plenty  in  the  woods.  • 

One  morning  he  found  his  sheep  had 
broken  out  of  their  pen,  and  following 
them  a  short  distance  northerlyTrom  his 
house,  he  found  a  sheep  that  had  been 
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killed  and  partly  eaten  by  the  bears.  He 
returned  to  his  house,  look  his  gun,  and 
started  in  search  of  the  intruders.  He  had 
not  proceeded  far  into  the  woods  before  he 
came  in  sight  of  a  bear  that  was  on  the  re- 
treat. He  proceeded  cautiously  after  bruin, 
keeping  the  bear  to  the  windward,  and  fol- 
lowed up  the  hill  in  a  northern  direction, 
t  until  he  came  near  the  top  of  the  hill,  when 
he  again  came  in  sight  of  his  game,  and 
was  skulking  along  to  get  a  better  chance 
to  shoot,  when  his  wife,  who  had  become 
alarmed  by  his  absence  and  followed  Iiim, 
came  in  sight  and  halloed  to  him.  This 
started  the  bear,  but  a  quick  shot  rolled 
the  sheep-thief  over  on  the  ground  lifeless. 
The  courageous  woman  told  her  husband 
she  had  seen  another  bear  while  she  was 
searching  for  him,  and  they  started  back 
in  the  direction  where  she  had  seen  it. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far  v.hen  they 
came  in  sight  of  the  second  bear,  which 
Mr.  Mead  also  killed  with  one  shot  from 
his  faithful  gun.  They  then  returned 
towards  where  the  sheep  had  been  killed, 
thinking  to  pick  up  and  save  the  wool  that 
had  been  scattered  by  the  carniverous 
shearers. 

As  they  came  in  sight  of  the  spot,  bruin 
number  three  was  finishing  his  morning 
meal.  Mr.  Mead  immediately  settled  his 
account  with  this  bear  in  the  same  way  he 
settled  with  tlie  other  two,  and  went  home 
feeling  very  well  after  his  before-breakfast 
exercise.  He  then  informed  the  few  neigh- 
bors in  town  of  what  he  had  done,  who 
collected  together,  helped  get  the  three 
bears  out  of  the  woods  and  dress  them, 
and  all  had  a  "jovial  time"'  and  joyful 
feast. 

As  the  number  of  settlements  in  town 
increased,  the  bears  became  less  numerous, 
and  when  one  was  seen  it  was  often  the 
occasion  of  a  lively  and  exciting  chase. 
Sometimes  nearly  all  the  men  within  four 
or  fi.ve  miles  would  join  in  the  chase,  or 
.surround  the  woods  in  which  the  bear  was 
known  to  be,  and  lucky  was  the  animal 
if  he  escaped  unharmed.  Three  bears  were 
killed  one  year  at  three  such  hunts.  At 
one  time,  about  the  year  1S30,  a  bear  was 
discovered  somewhere  near  the  spot  where 


the  guide-board  now  is,  near  the  Centre, 
and  "all  hands  ^'started  in  pursuit.  Geo. 
Holden,  then  living  at  the  Centre,  where 
Mrs.  Daniels  now  resides,  started  with  a 
pitchfork,  the  weapon  he  happened  to  have 
in  his  hands  when  he  first  heard  the  cry, 
"a  "bear!  a  bear!"  The  bear  was  chased 
down  towards  theWinooski,  and  made  his 
way  to  somewhere  near  the  river  on  the 
Governor's  Rights,  where,  being  worried 
by  dogs  and  hotly  pursued  by  men,  he  un- 
dertook to  climb  a  tree  that  stood  on  a 
\-ery  steep  side-hill.  Mr.  Holden,  then  a 
strong,  courageous  young  man,  was  near, 
and  ran  to  the  foot  of  the  tree  as  the  bear 
was  hitching  up  it,  and  stuck  the  pitchfork 
into  the  bear's  posterior.  Bruin,  not  liking 
to  be  helped  up  in  that  way,  dropped  upon 
his  hind  feet,  and  threw  his  fore  feetaround 
Mr.  Holden's  body.  Holden  at  the  same 
time  seized  the  bear  "at  a  back-hug  hold,'' 
and  they  tumbled  over  on  the  ground,  and 
rolled  over  and  over  to  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
and  some  say  into  the  river,  where  they 
quit  their  holds,  and  bruin  ran  until  he  was 
out  of  the  way  of  men  and  pitchforks,  and 
went  up  another  tree.  The  word  spread 
rapidly  that  the  bear  v;as  up  a  tree,  and  the 
men  gathered  together  and  commenced 
shooting  at  him.  Many  shots  had  been 
fired  when  Horace  Holden  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance. After  amusing  himself  and 
otliers  present  for  a  few  minutes  by  crack- 
ing jokes  and  telling  stories  at  the  expense 
of  the  sharp-shooters,  who  were  too  ex- 
cited to  kill  a  bear,  he  expressed  a  desire  to 
try  it  himself.  No  sooner  did  his  rifle 
crack  than  the  bear  loosened  his  hold  on 
the  tree  and  fell  to  the  ground. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENTS  IN  THE  EAST  PART 
OF  THE  TOVrS. 

Jacob  Putnam  settled  where  Elijah  Whit- 
ney now  lives  in  1802  ;  Mirah  Hatch  on 
the  old  Hatch  place,  so-called,  the  same 
year;  Wm.  Lewis  on  the  Lathrop  Lewis 
farm  in  1805;  John  Arbuckle  where  Put- 
nam Daley  now  lives,  about  1808;  Lewis 
McEiroy  where  Dudley  Jones  now  lives,  in 

1822;  Caleb  Bailey  and   York  lived 

on  the  George  Herrick  farm  in  1823  ;  Ich- 
abod  Cummings  began  on  the  Ziba  Smith 
farm  in  1824,  lived  there  one  year,  and  re- 
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moved  the  next  year  to  the  fami  where  he 
with  his  Oraniel,  now  live ;  Daniel  Colby 
lived  on  tlie  farm  where  Frank  Maxham 
and  son  now  live,  in  1826. 

! 

I  The  most  ancient  writings  v.-ith  a  pen 
:  in  town,  are  probably  in  the  possession  of 
James  Vanglin,  among  v.hich  is  a  book 
commenced  by  George  Vaughn  in  Oct. 
1687 ;  the  writing  done  by  him  being  very 
neatly  executed,  and  a  commission  of 
1696,  given  here  et  liter aicm  : 

"William    Stoughton    Esqr  Lieutent 
Governour  and  Comander  in  chief  in  and 
over  his  Matys  l^rovince  of  the  Masssa- 
I  chusetts  Bay  in  New  England.    To  Jo- 
J  seph  Vaughn  Greeting,  By  virtue  of  the 
!  power  and  authority  in  and  by  his  Matys 
I  Royal  Comnjission  to  me  granted,  I  do  by 
■  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you 
to  be  Ensign  of  the  Foot  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  the  Town  of  Middlcboro  within 
the  County  of  Plimouth  whereof  Jacob 
Thompson  Gent  is  Lieutenant.    You  are 
therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  an  Ensign  by  order- 
ing and  Exercising  the  sd  Company  in 
anns  both  Inferiour  Officers  and  Souldiers 
Keeping  them  in  good  order  and  Disci- 
pline, Commanding  them  to  obey  you  as 
their  ensign.  And  yourself  to  observe  and 
follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  you 
shall  receive  from  your  sd  Lieutenant  and 
otheryour  Superiour  Otticers.  according  to 
the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  War  pursuant 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  you.    Given  under 
my  hand  &  seal  at  arms  at  Boston  the 
:  Fifth  day  of    ugust,  1696,  In  the  Eighth 
year.of  tlie  Reign  of  our  sovereign,  Lord 
William  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

By  Command  of  the  Lieut.  Governor. ,  &c. 

Wm.  Stoughton." 
Jsa.  Addingion,  Secry. 

THE  MIDDLESEX   MONEY  DIGGERS. 

"  May  Martin,  or  The  Money  Diggers," 
by  D.  P.  Thompson,  is  known  to  be  found- 
ed upon  the  fact  that  men  dug  here  for 
money,  at  the  foot  of  the  nearly  perpendic- 
l^ar  drop  of  a  hundred  feet  or  more  from 
the  southerly  part  of  the  highest  peak  of 
CamePs  Hump.  It  was  commenced  by  a 
few  men  in  1S34  or  '25,  who  built  a  shanty 
there,  one  side  a  large  piece  of  detached 
ledge,  the  other  three  sides,  log  of  un-  j 
trimmed  spruce  and  fir,  quite  young ;  the  I 


roof  formed  by  drawing  in  the  trees  as 
they  neared  the  top,  until  the  boughs  met 
the  ledge  above,  which  shelter  being  pro- 
tected from  the  north  and  west  winds  by 
the  high  ledge,  made  a  warm  and  com- 
fortable place,  under  which  the  men  pro- 
fessed to  dig  in  search  of  the  treasure  sup- 
posed to  have  been  secreted  byCapt.  Kidd 
somewhere  on  this  continent.  They  were 
in  part  directed  in  their  search  by  a  woman 
living  towards  the  North  part  of  the  State, 
who  claimed  to  see  into  unsearchable  thing^^ 
by  looking  into  a  transparent  quartz  stone 
or  piece  of  glass.  This  company  subsisted 
mainly  by  duping  the  nearest  settlers  so  as 
to  get  them  to  furnish  food.  One  man  let 
them  have  his  sheep  to  eat  until  they  had 
devoured  a  large  flock,  he  expecting  good 
pay  v/hen  the  treasure  should  be  found. 
Many  were  the  conjectures  as  to  the  object 
of  those  money-diggers.  Some  thought 
they  were  a  band  of  counterfeiters,  others 
that  they  were  a  set  of  thieves,  while  a  few 
thought  they  were  honestly  digging  for 
money,  and  were  hopeful  for  their  success. 

Their  work  was  brought  to  a  close  by  a 
party  of  young  m.en  from  Middlesex,  among 
whom  was  Enos  Stiles,  who  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  their  expedition,  he  be- 
ing the  only  one  of  the  party  now  alive  : 

Dec.  ir,  1826,  between  8  and  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  IraMcElroy,  Calvin  Farrar, 
Amos  L.  Rice,  Archy  McElroy,  Jerry  Mc- 
Elroy,  Alexander  M.  Allen  and  Enos  Stiles 
started  from  Middlesex  village  for  Camel's 
Hump,  with  a  view  to  discover  what  they 
could  of  the  work  or  object  of  the  money- 
diggers  there,  and  were  accompanied  by 
Nathaniel  Carpenter,  then  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  went  to  act  as  an  official  if 
any  arrests  should  be  made.  As  they 
started,  it  so  happened  Danforth  Stiles, 
from  the  east  part  of  Middlesex,  one  Hink- 
son  and  one  Reed  were  on  their  way  to  the 
mountain,  and  fell  in  with  them.  There 
was  no  temperance  law  then  to  forbid,  no 
Good  Templars  to  interfere,  and  acting 
upon  the  principle  that  which  contained 
the  most  heat  and  stimulus  was  the  best 
beverage  for  a  long  journey  in  a  winters 
[  night,  they  took  two  gallons  of  new  rum 
I  for  drink  with  them,  and  what  provisions 
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needed  beside.  Leaving  their  teams  at 
Ridley's  tavern,  no\y  Ridley's  Station,  they 
took  their  provision  and  drink,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  foot  to  the  mountain,  about  6 
miles  distant.  Esq.  Carpenter  stopped  at 
the  last  house  rit  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
to  await  for  business,  if  needed,  and  the 
other  seven  of  the  party  kept  on  up  the 
steep  mountain,  through  some  two  or  three 
miles  of  thick  forest. 

When  about  half  way  up,  after  crossing 
a  spruce  ridge  and  coming  into  hard  wood 
where  it  was  lighter,  they  called  the  roll, 
and  found  one  man  missing.  Three  men 
were  detailed  to  go  back  and  find  him, 
which  they  did  some  one-third  mile  back, 
lying  in  the  snow  fast  asleep,  ha\-ing  ap- 
parently fallen  asleep  and  dropped  out  of 
line  unnoticed  by  the  rest  of  the  party. 
Nothing  more  of  note  occurred  until  they 
arrived  in  the  early  break  of  day  at  the 
headquarters  cf  the  money-diggers,  where 
they  found  Rodney  Clogston,  of  Middle- 
sex, the  leader  of  the  band,  one  Shackford, 
Eastman,  and  Friezell,  up,  dressed,  with  a 
good  fire  burning  before  the  shanty. 

After  looking  over  the  premises  a  little, 
four  of  the  party  went  up  to  the  top,  and 
were  there  at  sunrise  playing  a  game  of 
cards.  The  south  wind  was  blowing  warm, 
and  they  suftered  no  inconvenience  from 
cold.  It  had  been  warm  for  a  number  of 
days,  and  t'le  snow  was  not' very  deep  at 
that  time.  After  taking  bieakfast,  well- 
washed  down,  the  Middlesex  party  com- 
menced a  thorough  search  for  goods,  coin- 
ing implements,  treasures  or  excavations, 
which  continued  till  about  i  o'clock  p.  i^i., 
and  resulted  in  finding  nothing  except  a 
little  digging  done  inside  of  the  shanty  in 
the  ledge  that  formed  one  of  its  sides, 
about  what  might  have  been  done  by  two 
men  with  powder,  good  drills  and  a  sledge 
in  one  day. 

Giving  up  searching,  the  party  came  to- 
gether at  the  camp  and  had  a  social  time, 
until  some  were  feeling  pretty  well,  when 
one  man  said  he  did  not  want  to  trouble 
the  camp  for  anything,  and  offered  to  pur- 
chase one  cent's  worth  of  meat,  which  was 
dealt  out  to  him. 

Then  sorae  of  the  boys,  being  possessed 


of  evil  spirits  as  well  as  good,  commenced 
to  break  spruce  twigs  and  put  them  on  the 
fire  for  the  fun  of  seeing  them  burn ;  this 
made  a  division,  and  two  opposing  parties 
were  formed.  Two  of  the  men  from  the 
east  part  of  the  town  sided  with  the  dig- 
gers, and  one  remained  silent  and  neutral, 
which  made  six  against  seven,  when  the 
invaders  commenced  piling  on  larger  brush, 
and  soon  had  the  shanty  in  a  rousing  blaze. 
The  diggers  defended  their  property  smartly 
by  words,  and  declared  that  their  things 
should  all  burn  and  the  boys  would  be 
compelled  to  pay  for  them  ;  but  no  fighting 
was  done,  and  before  the  fire  reached  any 
of  their  things  they  made  a  rush  and  saved 
their  trumpery,  and  let  the  shanty  burn. 
The  bmsh  was  so  dry,  the  blaze  shot  into 
the  air  some  fifty  feet,"  making  a  splendid 
sight,  but  the  diggers'  lodge  was  reduced 
to  ashes.  In  less  than  two  hours  after,  the 
money-diggers  were  all  on  the  march  for 
home,  thus  ending  the  digging  for  Captain 
Kidd's  treasures  on  CameFs  Hump. 

THE  COLDEST  NIGHT  HERE 

in  the  month  of  July  since  the  year  1816, 
was  probably  in  1829,  Knos  Stiles  relates 
that  he  worked  at  haying  for  Elijah  Holden 
on  the  farm  where  Gardner  Sawyer  now 
resides,  in  1829,  and  that  he  and  two 
other  men  who  were  mowing  on  the  loth 
of  July  threw  down  their  whetstones  on  a 
swath  of  hay,  one  above  another,  and  that 
when  he  took  up  the  upper  stone  on  the 
morning  of  the  iilh,  the  stones  were 
frozen  together  so  that  he  raised  the  three 
together  when  he  lifted  the  top  one^  But 
he  says  the  frost  did  not  seriously  injure 
the  growing  crops. 

FIRES. 

The  only  fire  in  town  supposed  to  be  in- 
cendiary was  that  burning  the  store,  tavern- 
house  and  barns  standing  where  B.  Bar- 
rett's store  and  tavern  now  stand,  and 
owned  in  1835  by  a  man  named  Mann. 
In  May,  that  year,  the  buildings,  with  3  or 
4  horses  and  one  ox,  were  burned,  and 
Simeon  Edson,  who  kept  tavern  where  J. 
Q.  Hobart  now  lives,  was  arrested  on 
charge  of  setting  the  fire.  At  a  justice 
trial  the  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  was 
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lodged  in  jail  to  await  County  Court  trial. 
After  being  in  jail  for  some  time,  he  got 
bail,  and  never  appeared  at  trial,  and  as 
there  was  lack  of  good  proof,  his  bonds 
were  never  called  for. 

THE  SAP-FEEDER, 

so  generally  used  by  maple  sugar-makers 
to  run  the  sap  into  the  pans  or  evaporators 
as  fast  as  it  evaporates,  was  invented  by 
the  late  Moses  Holden,  Esq.,  who  for 
many  years  owned  and  carried  on  the 
sugar-place  about  2  miles  from  his  home 
in  the  village;  was  a  part  of  the  Scott  farm. 
He  was  a  large,  strong  man,  a  great 
worker,  and  seldom  had  any  help  in  sugar- 
ing, and  often  felt  the  need  of  having  his 
sap  boiling  safely  when  he  was  away. 
Hearing  a  description  of  a  floating  con- 
trivance for  regulating  the  amount  of  water 
running  into  the  flum.e  of  a  certain  mill,  gave 
him  an  idea  about  regulating  the  sap  running 
into  his  sap-pans,  and  he  went  to  Mon'tpelier 
and  told  one  of  the  tinmen  there  what  he 
wanted  made.  The  tinman  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  for  fear  of  ridicule  in 
case  of  a  failure ;  but  going  to  another  tin- 
shop,  the  tinman  made  the  feeder  accord- 
ing to  directions,  and  only  asked  for  a 
chance  to  make  more  if  it  proved  a  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Holdcn  took  his  invention 
home,  elevated  his  sap-holder,  put  on  his 
feeder,  and  started  a  fire.  It  worked  well 
during  the  da  v',  and  when  he  left  at  night, 
he  filled  his  holder  with  sap  and  his  arch 
i  with  wood,  and  when  he  returned  in  the 
morning,  found  his  holder  nearly  empty 
and  everything  right.  He  never  applied 
for  a  patent,  but  used  this  first  feeder  as 
long  as  he  sugared,  and  it  is  still  used  by 
\Vm.  Scott,  who  bought  the  sugar-place. 

Moses  Hoiden  died  in  May,  1S78,  at  an 
advanced  age.  He  had  always  been  a  res- 
ident of  the  town,  had  represented  it  in 
the  Legislature  twice,  and  had  filled  many 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  Many 
stories  are  told  of  his  physical  strength, 
one  of  them  being  to  the  elTect  that  he  has 
been  known  to  cut  and  split  S  cords  of  three- 
foot  wood  in  one  day.  He  could  liit  up  a 
full  barrel  of  cider,  hold  it,  and  drink  from 
the  bung-hole. 


BURYING  GROUNDS. 

At  an  early  date,  Hon.  Seth  Putnam 
deeded  his  one-acre  lot  in  the  white  pine 
division,  wdiich  is  in  the  village,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  street  opposite  the  railroad 
depot,  to  the  town  for  a  burying  ground. 
The  yard  is  well  fenced,  and  kept  in  as 
good  condition  as  the  scanty  room  will  ad- 
mit. I  have  not  learned  who  was  the  first 
person  burled  there,  and  the  number  can- 
not be  very  accurately  determined,  but  the 
cemetery  is  nearly  all  occupied. 

The  following  names,  taken  mostly  from 
the  headstones  there,  show  that  there  sleep 
some  of  the  brave  veterans  who  fought  to 
establish  our  nation,  and  some  of  the  dar- 
ing pioneers  who  cleared  the  dense  forest 
from  our  fertile  fields  : 

Lyman  Tolman,aged  95,  Cyras  Hill,  94, 
Ebenezer  Woodbury  —  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers ;  Hon.  Seth  Putnam,  four-th  settler  in 
town,  93  ;  Capt.  Holden  Putnam,  Captain 
at  Plattsburgh,  86;  Jesse  Johnson,  Sen'r, 
86 ;  Luther  Haskins,  84  ;  Mary  Petty  Has- 
kins,  wife  of  Luther,  Si  ;  Sally,  wife  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Lewis,  83 ;  Polly  Goldthwait,  79 ; 
Elihu  Atherton,  79;  Moses  Holden,  78; 
Aaron  Ladd,  78 ;  Jesse  Johnson,  Jr.,  77. 

As  the  ripened  autumn  leaves  surely 
and  successively  drop  from  the  forest  trees 
and  are  borne  to  the  silent  earth,  so  are 
we,  in  sure  succession,  dropping  from  the 
stage  of  life,  and  being  borne  to  the  silent 
cities  of  the  departed.  And  as  the  inhab- 
itants of  these  cities  will  soon  outnumber 
those  living  in  our  villages  and  along  our 
valleys  and  hill  sides,  it  seems  just  and 
appropriate  proper  mention  should  be 
made  of  them  ;  and  I  think  much  credit  is 
due  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  near 
vicinity  for  the  improving  and  adorning  of 
their  cemeteries.    The  ground  now  called 

THE  MIDDLESEX  CENTRE  CE.METERY, 

is  now  one  of  the  most  neatly  arranged 
country  cemeteries  to  be  found;  situated 
in  a  sightly,  pleasant  place,  on  4he  east 
side  o^  the  first  made  and  most  direct 
road  from  the  village  to  the  Centre,  about 
2  miles  from  the  river,  on  the  top  of  the 
first  of  three  elevations  of  rolling  ground 
,  found  in  coming  from  the  village  on  this 
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road.  Along  the  roadside  and  within  the 
gate  near  the  entering  avenue,  is  a  grove 
of  handsome  maples  in  rows,  casting  their 
shade  upon  the  turf  and  over  the  pretty, 
wliite  school  house  upon  the  left.  The 
grounds  within  the  cemetery  are  neatly 
arranged  in  6  rows  of  lots,  with  3  carriage 
avenues  running  the  length  of  the  ground 
and  cross  avenues.  Each  lot  is  raised 
above  the  avenues,  with  walk  left  between 
each  2  lots,  and  flowers,  blooming  shinbs 
and  roses,  break  the  mat  of  thick  green  grass 
and  add  their  beauty  to  the  sacred  plots. 
A  substantial  wall  and  close-trimmed  cedar 
hedge  inclosing  all. 

But  it  is  more  the  tasteful  arrangement 
of  the  whole  that  makes  the  place  seem 
beautiful  for  every  one,  than  any  profuse 
adornment.  The  stranger,  too,  pauses  to 
admire  the  lovely  scenery  around  as  well, 
and  the  mourners  feel  a  spirit  of  thankful- 
ness that  their  dear  friends  are  resting  in 
so  fair  a  place. 

There  are  some  200  graves  here  now, 
with  many  monuments.  Jan.  i,  181 2  Na- 
than Benton,  one  of  the  first  settlers, 
deeded  2  acres  of  land  here  to  Joseph 
Chapin,  Josiah  Holden  and  16  others  :  the 
land  tc  be  used  for  a  neighborhood  bury- 
ing ground.  In  the  spring  of  1822  there 
were  5  graves  in  this  ground,  but  it  was 
in  an  open  field,  and  had  not  been  exactly 
located.  That  year  the  neighbors  met 
and  appointed  Stephen  Kerrick  to  meas- 
ure and  stake  out  the  ground,  and  a  fence 
was  built  around  it. 

But  little  was  done  to  improve  it  more 
until  about  1S56,  when  through  the  influ- 
ence and  under  the  supervision  of  Horace 
Holden,  the  friends  of  the  deceased  buried 
there,  and  others  who  felt  interested,  be- 
gan to  kill  the  weeds  and  brakes  that  had 
become  abundant,  and  improvements  were 
continued  from  time  to  time  till  1858,  when 
everything  was  completed  nearly  as  at  pres- 
ent. In  1866,  an  association  was  formed 
called  "  The  Middlesex  Centre  Cemetery 
Association,"  to  which  Aaron  Ladd,  Asa 
Chapin,  and  21  others,  owners  of  lots, 
deeded  their  right  and  title.  Under  the 
Association  each  one  of  those  who  deeded 
and  each  one  who  took  an  active  part  in 
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the  work  of  improving  the  ground  were  en- 
titled to  a  family  lot. 

SOME  OF  THE  OLDEST 

buried  here  are  :  Elizabeth  McElroy,  came 
from  Scotland  to  U.  S.  in  1740,  died  in 
1823,  aged  99;  Joseph  Chapin,  Sen'r,  96; 
Susanna  Chase,  89;  Jeremiah  Leiand,  78  ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jerenuah  Leland,88; 
Samuel  Daniels,  87  ;  Lucretia,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Daniels,  78  ;  Polly  McElroy,  84  ;  San- 
ford  White,  80;  Maj.  John  Poor,  79,  and 
Eliza  M.,  his  wife,  73 — both  buried  in  one 
grave;  Joseph  Chapin,  Jr.,  78  ;  Horace 
Holden,  74;  Marian  Leland,  92;  Abram 
Gale,  78,  and  Mary,  his  wife,  92  ;  Marga- 
ret Mead,  79  ;  Benjamin  Willey,  72  ;  Mary 
Wilson,  73 ;  Hosea  Minott,  74 ;  Knight 
Nichols,  81,  and  Mercy,  his  wife,  92  ;  Geo. 
H-  Lewis,  71. 

THE  NORTH  BRANCH  CEMETERY. 

On. North  Branch,  about  i  mile  below 
Putnam's  Mills,  is  another  cemetery,  of 
which  Mr.  Putnam  furnishes  the  following 
description : 

"About  1810,  Jno.  Davis  was  buried  on 
land  then  occupied  by  him,  known  as  the  j 
Scudder  lot,  nearly  in  front  of  his  house, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  After 
that  time  the  place  was  used  for  a  burying 
ground,  and  i  of  an  acre  was  enclosed  with 
a  log-fence.  At  that  time  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Flanders  lived  where  Chester 
Taylor  no\.  lives;  Levi  Lewis  and  wife, 
Polly,  lived  where  G.  M.  Whitney  now 
does.  Jno.  Davis  and  wife,  Nancy,  were 
the  first  who  lived  on  the  Stiles  place. 
James  Pittsly  and  wife,  Esther,  commenced 
on  the  place  known  as  the  Bohonnon 
place,  on  the  east  side  of  the  stream,  now 
occupied  by  Jacob  Putnam.  After  this, 
Wm.  Lewis  purchased  the  Scudder  lot  and 
the  inhabitants  erected  a  board  fence  around 
the  burying  lot.  Oct.  8,  1863,  an  asso- 
ciation was  formed  called  the  North  Branch 
Cemetery  Association.  The  trustees  pur- 
chased acres,  together  with  the  old 
ground  of  Lathrop  Lewis,  son  of  Wm. 
Lewis,  for  $150,  and  built  a  good,  substan- 
tial fence  around  it,  erected  a  hearse-house 
and  purchased  a  hearse.  The  location 
being  on  the  main  road,  and  the  soil  dry 
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and  sandy,  makes  it  the  most  desirable 
cemetery  in  the  town/' 

Some  of  the  oldest  buried  in  North 
Branch  Cemetery  were  :  Clarissa  Gould, 
aged  66  :  Ruth  Minott,  66 :  Daniel  Russell, 
OS-  his  wife,  Temperance,  81;  Reuben 
Russell,  78;  his  wife,  Susannah,  69;  John 
Gallison,  83 ;  his  wife,  Phebe,  85  ;  Allen 
Gallison,  68;  Enoch  Kelton,  64;  his  wife, 
Huldah,  72  ;  Josiah  Wright,  76 ;  his  wife, 
Betsy,  84  ;  Nathaniel  VVentworth,  71  ;  Eliz- 
abeth, relict  of  Moses  Wentworth,  87  ;  Wil- 
liam Lewis,  88;  his  wife,  Hannah,  67; 
Jacob  Putnam,  73  ;  his  wife,  Polly  W.,  57  ; 
Betsy  Thayer,  67  ;  Isaac  Batchelder,  61  ; 
his  wife,  Mary,  68 ;  David  Ilerrick,  86; 
liis  wife,  Mary,  85  ;  Stephen  C.  Jacobs,  76  : 
Andrew  Tracy,  75;  his  wife,  Levina,  84; 
Ebenezer  Cuuimings,  94 ;  Abel  H.  Cole- 
man, 75;  David  Gray,  82;  David  Hatch, 
63  ;  his  wife,  Sarah,  57  ;  John  McDermid, 
nearly  77 ;  his  wife,  Adelia,  nearly  72; 
Louiza  I^ne,  72;  Margaret  Smith,  81; 
Thomas  Culver,  71  ;  his  wife,  Anna,  73  ; 
Zel'cy  Keyes,  76;  Micah  Hatch,  83;  his 
wife,  Mary,  69  ;  Epliraim  Hall,  68  ;  Tim- 
othy Worth,  84;  Solomon  Lewis,  89;  his 
wife,  Susannah,  70;  his  second  wife.  Lu- 
cinda,  68:  Elizabeth  Church,  60;  Sabra 
Burreli,  85  ;  Wm.  R.  Kinson,  56;  Hannah 
Kinson,  73  ;  Eunice  Edgerly,  64. 

Mrs.  Lydia  King,  widow  of  Elder  Na- 
thaniel King,  died  at  the  house  of  her  son- 
in-law,  Stephen  Herrick,  at  the  age  of  91 
years,  and  was  buried  in  Northfield. 

REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  PETRIFACTION. 

In  March,  1846,  James  Vaughn  (the 
writer's  father,)  and  family,  which  in- 
cluded his  father,  Daniel  Vaughn,  moved 
from  Pomfret,  this  state,  on  to  a  farm  in 
the  N.  W.  part  of  Middlesex. 

"Uncle  Daniel,''  as  he  was  universally 
called  in  Windsor  County,  was  a  man 
about  5  feet,  10  inches  in  height,  broad 
shouldered,  stout  built,  and  weighing  some 
more  than  200  lbs.  He  was  noted  for  his 
remarkable  strength,  his  strong,  heavy 
voice,  his  sociality,  his  song-singing  and 
story-telling,  and  was  a  notedly  robust 
man,  the  solidity  of  muscle  increasing  as 
a<(e  advanced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 


make  it  necessary  for  him  to  use  a  cane 
or  crutches  for  the  last  15  years,  of  his  life. 

He  died  of  dropsy  June  3,  1846,  aged 
78  years,  and  by  his  request  was  buried  in 
a  place  selected  by  himself  in  a  sightly 
spot  near  the  house  where  he  died.  The 
following  March  the  eldest  daughter  of 
James  Vaughn,  aged  16,  died  of  consump- 
tion, and  was  buried  in  a  grave  near  her 
grandfather.  In  Eeb.  1855  their  remains 
were  taken  up  to  be  removed  to  the  family 
burying-lot  in  Woodstock  cemetery.  The 
remains  of  the  young  lady  were  found  in 
the  usual  condition  of  those  buried  that 
length  of  time. 

The  uncommon  heft  of  Mr.  Vaughn's 
coffin  led  to  an  examination  of  the  re- 
mains, when  it  was  found  that  the  body 
had  become  petrified.  Every  part,  ex- 
cepting the  nose,  was  in  perfect  form, 
nearly  its  natural  color,  but  a  little  more 
of  a  yellowish  tinge,  hard  like  stone,  and 
it  weighed  550  lbs.  The  petrified  body 
was  viewed  by  Mr.  Vaughn's  fam.ily  and  ' 
many  of  the  neighbors  in  Middlesex,  and 
was  also  seen  by  many  at  Woodstock.  A 
somewhat  minute  examination  by  physi- 
cians and  scientific  men  revealed  the  fact 
that  tlie  fingers,  toes  and  the  outer  part  of 
the  body  were  very  hard  and  brittle,  but 
that  the  length  of  time  had  not  been  suffi- 
cient to  so  fully  change  the  inner  portions 
of  the  most  fleshly  parts  of  the  body  and 
limbs.  But  it  was  generally  believed  by 
those  who  niade  examination  that  a  few 
years  more  of  time  would  have  made  the 
work  of  petrifaction  complete,  and  chan- 
ged the  entire  body  to  a  mineral  forma- 
tion, that  wouM  perhaps  endure  for  ages. 

A  biographical  sketch  of  him  we  have 
not  given,  as  it  properly  belongs  in  Pom- 
fret  history,  of  which  town  he  was  an 
early  settler. 

SUDDEN  AND  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS. 

Luther  Haskins,  aged  about  80,  died  in 
a  chair  in  Barrett  &  Holden's  store.  He 
sat  leaning  slightly  back,  and  w-as  first 
noticed  to  be  dead  by  Will  Herrick,  who 
happened  to  go  into  the  store. 

Nancy  Hornbrook,  aged  16,  daughter  of 
Wm.  Llornbrook,  dropped  dead  at  a  party 
at  Alfred  Warren's,  about  the  year  1856: 
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When  the  railroad  was  being  built,  Lo- 
vina  Cameron,  aged  about  13,  dau.  of -Ira 
Cameron,  of  this  town,  was  visiting  in 
Berlin.  She  and  a  cousin  and  another  girl 
were  walking  over  the  railroad  bridge  near 
Montpelier  Junction,  stepping  from  one 
stringer  to  another,  all  having  hold  of 
hands,  when  one  made  a  misstep,  and  Miss 
Cameron  and  her  cousin  fell  through  into 
the  river  and  were  drowned. 

U.  W.  Goodell,  nephew  of  L.  D.  Ains- 
worth,  was  struck  on  the  forehead  by  a 
stick  thrown  by  a  circular  saw  while  work- 
ing in  Mr.  Ainswortlvs  saw-mill,  and  lived 
but  a  few  hours. 

Chester  Newton,  while  working  in  the 
same  mill,  helping  to  saw  logs,  was  twitch- 
ed upon  the  large  circular  saw,  by  the  saw- 
catching  a  board  he  was  moving,  and  so  hor- 
ribly mangled  that  he  lived  but  a  short  time. 

Alvaro,  son  of  Frederick  Richardson, 
brakeman  on  the  cars,  aged  26  years,  was 
killed  by  his  head -striking  the  timbers 
overhead  in  the  dry-bridge  at  Waterbury, 
in  1879.  Hinkley  Chapin,  aged  22,  was 
killed  at  the  same  place,  and  in  the  sarne 
way,  in  1851 . 

In  1872,  Louis  Amel's  house,  on  east 
hill,  caught  fire  from  smoking  meat  in  the 
wood-shed,  and  Mr.  Amel  was  overcome 
by  the  flames  while  removing  property, 
and  burned  with  the  house.    Age,  51  yrs. 

Nathaniel  Daniels  was  drowned  in  1818  ; 
see  accou;  t  of  freshets.  George,  a  son  of 
Hiram  Williams,  was  drowned  in  the  river 
below  the  Narrows,  while  bathing,  aged 
about  16.  Frank,  son  of  Osgood  Evans, 
was  in  a  boat  above  the  Narrows,  one  pad- 
dle broke,  and  he  went  over  the  falls  and 
was  drowned.  His  body  was  found  in  the 
eddy  below  the  Narrows.  The  only  son 
of  Asa  Chapin,  was  drowned  in  a  spring 
while  drawing  water  for  use  in  the  house, 
and  a  little  son  of  Samuel  Mann  was 
drowned  in  a  spring  on  the  Stephen  Her- 
rick  farm. 

James  Daniels,  aged  about  78,  living  at 
Lawrence  Fitzgerald's,  was  found  dead  in 
bed  in  the  morning. 

There  have  been  10  cases  of  suicide  in 
the  last  60  years  by  Middlesex  people,  7  of 
which  were  committed  in  town. 


STEPHEN  HEKRICK. 
r.r  THE  EDITOK. 

We  do  not  usually  give  sketches  of  the 
living,  but  the  senior  writer  of  this  town 
history  being  so  aged  a  man,  and  it  being 
somewhat  remarkable  in  his  case  that  of 
210  men  living  in  the  town  when  he  set- 
tled here,  who  had  families,  that  he  has 
been  the  last  survivor  of  them  all  for  eight 
and  a  half  years  past,  it  seems  a  moderate 
autobiographic  record  in  such  circum- 
stances is  admissible. 

Mr.  Herrick  is  of  PInglish  and  Scotch 
descent,  son  of  Stephen,  senior;  born  in 
Randolph,  Vt.,  Feb.  19,  1795.  In  the 
fall  of  1820,  he  came  to  Middlesex,  and  se- 
lected his  location,  bought  in  October,  but 
returned  to  Randolph,  taught  school  that 
winter  after  in  Brookfield,  and  returned  to 
Middlesex  in  Apiil,  1821.  lie  bought  his 
farm  of  Reuben  Mann,  son  of  Samuel,  who 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers,  and  where  Mr. 
H.  has  continued  to  reside  for  the  past  61 
years.  He  married  Lydia,  dau.  of  Rev. 
Nathaniel  King ;  their  children  :  Eliza — 
mar.  ist,  Chester  Pierce  of  N.  H.,  2d, 
Samuel  Warren  of  Middlesex,  3d,  Ad  in 
Miles  of  Worcester,  has  three  children 
living:  Nathaniel  King,  the  only  son, 
who  m.  Jane  Foster,  3  children,  2  living — 
King  Ilerrick,  as  he  is  always  called,  is  a 
merchant  at  Middlesex  village  ;  Emily  R., 
who  died  at, 22  ;  Harriet,  who  m.  Abram 
S.  Adams,  had  5  children,  and  is  deceased  : 
Laura  Jane,  who  m.  John  McDermid,  had 
2  daughters,  buried  one  ;  Nancy  Jane,  who 
m.  Arthur  McDermid,  bro.  to  John,  3  chil- 
dren, her  husband  dying,  m.  2d,  P^reder- 
erick  A.  Richardson ;  Lydia  Ann,  who 
mar.  Heman  Taplin,  no  children;  and 
youngest.  Alma  R.,  born  In  1842,  married 
V.  V.  Vaughn,  Mar.  8,  1865,— children, 
Mabel,  died  at  10  years,  V/ilmar  Herrick, 
Ida  Alma,  and  Frank  Waldo. 

Mr.  Herrick  has  been  a  man  of  great 
physical  strength  and  vigorous  mind. 
Th  i  following  will  evince  what  his  mental 
ability  has  been : 

When  the  Vt.  Central  R.  R.  was  being 
built,    Abram  B.    Barker  and  Thomas 


i 


middl: 

fla!<^ht  contracted  to  build  2  miles  of  it 
below  Middlesex  village.  They  carried 
on  work  for  about  a  year  and  failed.  Ste- 
plien  Herrick  took  a  contract  to  finish  the 
work;  carried  it  on  about  13  months,  and 
in  con.sequcnce  of  short  estimates  also 
failed — but  for  which  he  immediately  com- 
menced a  suit  against  the  R.  R.  Co.,  and 
afterwards  was  retained  for  and  commen- 
ced a  suit  in  favor  of  Barker  and  Haight 
as  agent  for  their  creditors.  After  carry- 
ing on  these  suits  for  8  years  he  got  a  de- 
cree against  the  R.  R.  Co.  in  his  own 
case  for  about  $9000 ;  the  Barker  & 
Haight  suit  he  prosecuted  for  20  years  be 
fore  getting  a  fmal  decree. 

In  these  suits  he  took  all  his  testimony 
himself,  examined  his  witnesses  himself 
in  court,  and  wrote  out  his  own  pleas.  In 
a  word  he  was  his  own  lawyer.  It  is  said 
he  once  appeared  in  SupremiC  court  with 
his  case  written  out,  filling  300  pages,  that 
Gov.  Paine,  the  president  of  the  road, 
said  that  that  book  would  be  the  death  of 
him.  Mr.  Herrick  tells  the  story  now 
well,  and  adds  that  it  luas.  When  Gov. 
Paine  was  summoned,  he  told  the  officer 
he  had  rather  meet  the  devil  than  that 
Stephen  Herrick  in  the  court. 

He  has  also  successfully,  as  town  agent, 
managed  many  suits  for  the  town,  includ- 
ing the  noted  Wythe  pauper  suit  with 
Moretown.  the  Beckwith  suit  in  regard  to 
settling  the  3  ministerial  lots,  and  the  East 
Hill  road  suit,  and  has  managed  many 
grand  jury  suits,  in  all  of  which  he  acted 
as  his  own  counsel  and  made  his  own 
pleas. 

The  Saturday  before  the  death  of  the  late 
Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  these  two  old  men 
met  upon  the  street  at  Montpelier  village. 
Said  Mr.  Baldwin.  "  W^e  two  old  men, 
the  two  oldest  inhabitants  of  our  respective 
neighboring  towns,  should  have  a  visit  to- 
gether.'" Mr.  Herrick  assented,  and  asked 
where  it  should  be.  "It  must  be  at  my 
house/' replied  Mr.  Baldwin,  "  and  next 
Saturday,  one  week  from  to-day."  The 
following  Wednesday  Mr.  Baldwin  died. 
Mr.  Plerrick  seems  remarkably  hale  and 
hearty  yet. 
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REVOLUTIOXARY  PENSIONERS. 

No  official  list  of  Revolutionary  soldiers 
who  have  resided  in  Middlesex  can  be  ob- 
tained, but  the  following-named  men  are 
said  to  have  been  Revolutionary  pension- 
ers who  have  lived  in  town  :  Estes  Hatch, 
—  Sloan,  Jas.  Hobart,  Cyrus  Hill,  Micah 
Hatch,  David  Phelps,  Col.  Joseph  Hutch- 
ins,  Joseph  Chapin,  Sr.,  Lyman  Tolmaji. 

Seth  Putnam  was  one  of  the  first  three 
settlers  in  Washington  County,  having 
moved  into  Middlesex  in  1785.  He  war>  a 
cousin  to  the  noted  Israel  Putnam,  and  as 
a  subaltern  in  Col.  Warner's  celebrated 
regiment  of  Green  Mountain  Boys,  partic- 
ipated in  their  battles  and  marches  in  the 
old  Revolution.  He  related  many  of  his 
adventures  of  the  first  settlement,  and 
among  them  one'  of  a  remarkable  march 
which  he  made  through  the  wilderness  in  a 
snow-storm,  from  Rutland,  where  he  had 
been  in  attendance  as  a  member  of  the 
legislature  during  the  month  of  November. 
The  only  traveled  road  to  his  home  was 
then  around  by  Burlington. 

SOLDIERS  P.URIED  IN  TOWN  IN  THE 
WAR  OF  1 86 1. 

S.  F.  Jones,  Jacob  Jones  and  Zenas 
Hatch, — in  North  Branch  Cemetery. 

Chester  Newton, — in  the  Cemetery  at 
the  Center. 

Nathaniel  Jones, — in  the  village  Ceme- 
tery. 

Mrs:  Esther  Shontell,  of  this  town,  sent 
seven  sons  into  the  amiy  in  this  war  :  Wil- 
liam, who  measured  6  feet  8  inches  in 
height;  Benjamin,  6  feet  4  inches;  Fred- 
erick, 6  feet  3  inches ;  Leander,  5  feet  9 
inches ;  Lewis,  6  feet  i  inch ;  Joseph,  6 
feet  7  inches  ;  Augustus,  6  feet.  Two  of 
the  brothers  were  killed ;  and  the  mother 
draws  a  pension  for  one  of  them.  Anoth- 
er left  a  widcw,  and  two  are  pensioned  on 
account  of  wounds. 

O,  the  stronjr  Middlesex  boys 

Were  Iliad  for  tlie  wur  : 
And  the  name  of  each  hero 

To  the  ages  afar 
Shall  leuve  a  track  like  a  couiot— 

Each  shine  as  a  star. 
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List  of  Men  creditei^  to  the  Town  of  Middlesex,  1861-1865. 

HY  STEPHEN  IIEKRICK. 


jyames. 
Brov/n,  Harvey  W. 
Smith,  William  S. 
Ripley,  William  C. 
Scribner,  Walter 
Herrick,  George  S. 
Leonard,  Alonzo  R. 
Leonard,  Charles  P. 
Cushnian,  George  H. 
Evaiis,  Goin  E. 
Gould,  Page 
Gould,  W^orthen  T. 
Jones,  Stephen  F. 
Jones,  Jacob  G. 
Divine,  John 
I-ec,  Tohn  Jr. 
Sweeny,  James 
Leonard,  John  R. 
Whitney,  Elijah 
Hogan,  John 
Shontell,  William 
Shontell,  Benjamin 
Shontell,  Frederick 
Shontell,  Leander 
Amel,  Louis 
W^arren,  Loren/.o  S. 
Warren,  Alonzo  S, 
Kinson,  Jknjamiii  H. 
W'ilson,  Francis 
Nichols,  Roswell  S. 
Lewis,  Frederick  A. 
Lewis,  DeForest  L. 
Scott,  Elisha 
George,  Albert 
Smith,  John  W\ 
Chase,  Austin  A. 
Spencer,  George  \Y. 
Hastings,  Sidney  B. 
Dudley,  William  N. 

Preston,  Philander  R. 

Wells,  W^arren  O. 
Hills,  Zerah 
Oakland,  George 
Hogan,  Henry 
Smith,  William  P. 
Cushman,  Holmes 
Williams,  Hiram 
Morrisett,  John 
Patterson,  Robert 
Scaribo,  Fabius 
Lewis,  Charles  J. 
Fifield,  William  C. 
Tobin,  John  W. 
Cameron,  Sylvester 
Ward,  Tertullus  C. 
Bean,  Albert 
Bruce,  George  W. 
Jones,  Jabez 
Chase,  Amos  J. 
Buck,  William  H,  LL 
Templeton,  James  A. 
Cameron,  John 
Rublee,  Otis  N. 
Herrick,  Geo.  S. 
Amel,  Louis 


Age. 
19 

21 
21 

23 
21 

19 
34 
21 
21 
18 

44 
iS 

30 
32 

26 


-i> 
24 
22 

19 

3^ 

20 
26 
28 

41 
18 
20 

50 
21 

41 
21 

28 
42 
32 

27 

3S 
34 
24 
20 

^9 
27 

29 
28 

35 

28 

25 
41' 
18 

25 
26 

23 
23 
19 

40 

■7  ■-> 

'i 

iS 

25 
19 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THREE  YEARS. 
Re  J.  Co. 
2  F 
do 

4  C 
do 
do 
do 
do 
6  G 
6  H 
do 
do 
do 
6  G 
do 
do 
6  F 
do 
6H 
8  E 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Cav  C 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do  Oct 
do  Sept 
do  do 
do      Sept  12  61 


Enlistment. 
May    7  61 
do 

June  I  61 
-Aug  22  61 
Aug  29  61 
Sept  3  61 
do 

Aug  22  61 
Feb  18  62 
Aug  14  6t 

do 

do 

do 

Oct  15  61 
Sei)t  20  6r 
Sept  23  61 
Oct  3  61 
Oct  8  61 
Aug  14  61 
Oct'^  21  61 
Dec  16  61 
Jan  10  62 
16  61 
761 
761 

do 

Nov  30  61 
Sept  13  61 
Nov  12  6i 
Sept  20  61 
Sept  13  61 
Sept  12  61 

■0  61 


Remarks. 


be 
Oct 
Dec 

Oct 


do      Sept  21  61 


1st  Bat 

do 
2d  Bat 

9  I 
do 

10  B 
do 
do 
do 
do 

11  D 
6  F 

do 
do 

2  D 

10  K 

11  I 

Cav  C 
Cav  G 
Cav  C 

do 
3d  Bat 

do 

do 


Dec    3  61 

do-" 
Oct  23  61 
June  18  62 
June  30  62 
July  25  62 
Aug  1  62 
July  30  62 
Aug  6  62 
Aug  4  62 
Aug  12  62 
Aug  15  62 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Aug  II  62 
Dec  563 
Nov  24  63 
Dec  II  63 
Dec  S  63 
Dec  18  63 
Sept  5  63 
Nov  2  63 
Sept  1563 


Died  Feb.  4,  63,  at  Point  Lookout,  Md. 
Died  Sept.  5,  61,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
Discharged  Nov.  8,  62.  [23,  65. 

Corp  :  pris.  June  23,  64  :  must,  out' May 
Discharged  Jan.  21,  63. 
Discharged  Dec.  18,  62. 
Re-en.  Feb.  8,  64  :  must,  out  May  23,  65. 
Corp  :  kiUcd  at  Weldon  K.R.  June  23,  64. 
Discharged  April  24,  63.      [June  26,  65. 
First  Serg  :  wd.  April  16,  62  :  must,  out 
Died  Jan.  4,  63,  at  Belle  Plains,  Va. 
Died  Feb.  63,  at  Brattleboro. 
Died  Jan.  24,  62,  at  Camp  Griffin. 
Re-en.  Dec.  15,63  ;  must,  out  June  26,  65. 
Re-en.  Dec.  15,  63  :  must,  out  July  15,  65. 
Discharged  Jan,  8,  62. 
Mustered  out  OcL  28,  64. 
First  Lieut :  resigned  June  19,  62. 
Wd.  April  16,  62  :  deserted  Jan.  19,  63. 
Corp  :  discharged  Feb.  12,  63. 
Discharged  Oct.  16,  62. 
L'):ed  May  16,  62, 

WM.  Sept.  4,  62  :  must,  out  Aug.  3,  64. 
ls.e-en.  Jan.  5,  64  :  must,  out  June  28,  65. 
Wd.  Sept.  4,  62  :  dis.  April  6,  63. 
Died  March  19,  63. 
Died  June  18,  62. 
Corp  :  died  Dec.  5,  62. 
Musician  :  discharged  June  30,  62. 
Paroled  pris:  must,  out  rvLiy.23,  65. 
Mustered  out  Nov.  18,  64. 

do  [Nov.  18,  64. 

Pro.  Corp  :  wd.  Apr.  i,  63  :  mustered  out 
Corp  :  discharged  Oct.  9,  62. 
Discharged  Nov.  27,  61. 
Discharged  Oct.  3,  62. 
Discharged  Nov.  18,  64. 
Discharged  Jan.  13,  63. 
Wd.  Jufy  6,  63  :  Re-en.  Dec.  31,  63  ;  tak- 
'  ken  pris.  June  29,  64;  died  at  Florence, 
\  S.  C,  Jan.,  65. 

Corp  :  mustered  out  Aug.  10,  64.  [La. 
Corp  :  died  June  25,  63,  at  Port  Hudson, 
Corp:  re-en. Feb.20,64:  nius.out  July  31,65 
Pro.  Corp;  do.  Serg:  mus.  out  June  13,  65. 
Died  OcL  12,  62. 
Mustered  out  June  22,  65. 
Died  Feb.  17,  65,  at  W^^.shington,  D.  C. 
Mustered  out  June  22,  65. 
Wd.  Oct.  19,  64:  dis.  May  27,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  22,  65.  [15,  65. 

Sec.  Lt :  pro.  ist  Lt :  do.  Capt :  dis.  ALay 
Must,  out  June  19,  65.      [out  June  19, 65. 
Wd.Sep.  19,  64:  pro.  Co  p:  do  Serg:  mus. 
Mustered  out  June  19,  65. 
Killed  in  ac.  at  Gettysburgh,  July  3,  63. 
Died  Oct.  3,  64,  at  Sandy  Hook,  of  wds. 
Deserte:!  July  5,  63. 
Died  at  Middlesex,  July  10,  65. 
Mustered  out  Aug.  9,  65. 
Discharged  Sept.  15,  65. 
Mustered  out  Aug.  9,  65. 
\Yd.  May  6,  64  :  discharged  Feb.  22,  65. 
Musician  :  mustered  out  June  15,  65. 
do  do 
do. 
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Chase,  Albei  t  H. 
Kirkland,  William 
Leonard,  Alonzo  R. 
Libbv,  Frank  F. 
Shonteli,  William 
Stone,  Charles  H. 
Hastings,  Flavcl  J. 
Scott,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  Charles 
Wing,  Lemuel  B. 
Murray,  Henry 
Shepley,  Elliot  W. 
Towner,  John  S. 
Barton,  David 
Smith,  Abner 
Magoon,  Henry  C. 
Mee,  Cornelius 
Willev,  Albert 


Putnam,  Chris.  C.  Jr. 
Whitney,  W^illiam  H.  H. 
Whitney,  Hiram  G. 
W^hitney,  Sidney  E. 
Jones,  Dudley  B. 
Jones,  Jabez 
Benjamin,  R.  Plummer 
Jones,  Edwin 
McElroy,  Clesson  R, 
Luce,  Merrill  O. 
Potwin,  Joseph 
(Jrdway,  Royal 
Barnett,  Wi'lliam  W. 
Willey,  Albert 
Flood,  Gregory 
Nichols,  Eugene 
Miles,  Otis  G. 
Chase,  Albert  H. 
McCarron,  Barney 
Chamberlin,  Burt  J. 
Rublee,  Otis  H. 
White,  Lucian  W'. 
Moulton,  Stedman  D. 
Wright,  Ed\>in  L.  • 
Taylor,  Frarv.is  F. 
Lawrence,  George  S. 
Scribner,  Hiram  W. 
Slade,  William 


Age. 

19 
21 
21 
iS 
27 
20 
20 
18 

45 
18 

T9 

43 
26 

44 
42 
tS 
18 
19 


20 
18 

31 
18 
22 
iS 

iS 

36 

30 
28 

iS 

18 
25 
31 

iS 
iS 

20 

18 

-3 
30 
27 
iS 

22 
18 
42 


Atridge,  Nathaniel 
Cameron,  James  • 
Jones,  Edwin  R. 
Nichols,  Henry  W. 
Alden,  Sylvester  O. 
Edgeriy,  James 
Saunders,  Asa  S. 
Dodge,  Wallace  \Y. 
Dutton,  Charles  H. 
Wakefield,  W^illiam  IL 
Andrews,  Salmon  F. 
Whitney,  Geo.  M. 
Connor,  Francis  R. 
Whitney,  Sidney  E. 
Stiles,  Orrin 
Nichols,  Eugene  IL 
Loizell,  Julius 
Smith,  James  H, 
W'clls,  Warren 
Marsh,  Rufus  H. 
Richardson.,  Plummer  H. 

32 


liC'j.  Co.  Sniistnient. 

Aug  29  63 
Sept  563 
do 

Nov  II  63 
Sept  15  63 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Cav  C 
do 

ID  B 

SS  C 
Cav  C 
do 
do 

10  B 
do 
4  G 

11  H 
17  C 


Sept 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 


363 
4  63 
II  63 
19  6-^ 


Dec  28  6' 


Dec 
Dec 
Dec 


31  63 
2563 
18  63 
Dec  14  63 
Dec  28  63 
do 

Dec  19  63 
Sept  363 


Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 
do 
do 

Promoted  Corporal  :  do 
do 
do 

Mustered  out  Aug.  9,  65.     [Aug.  17,  64. 

Pris.  June  29,  64  :  died  at  Andersonville, 

Discharged  May  15,  65. 

Discharged  Mar.  10,  65.  [9,  65. 

Pro.  Serg  :  wd.  Apr.  3,  65  :  must  out  Aug. 

Wd.  May  5,  64  :  Must,  out  Aug  9,  65. 

Pris.  June  29,  64  :  died  Oct.  2,  64. 

Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 

Killed  in  act.  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  1,64. 

Died  at  Brattleboro,  Aug.  20,  64. 

Mustered  out  Aug  2,  65. 

Mustered  out  July  14,  65  :  pro.  Corp. 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  NINE  MONTHS. 


13  I 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

I-,  PI 

i^.  B 

do 

do 

do 
■do 
13  A 

13  c 

do 
do 
do 
do 


Aug  25  62 
do 
do 

Aug  29  62 
do 
do 
do 

do 

Aug  2q  62 
do  " 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Oct  3  62 
Sept  I  62 
Sept  3  62 
Aug  29  62 
Sept  8  62 
Sept  1 5  62 
Sept  8  62 
Sept  10  62 


Pro.  Serg  :  must,  out  July 
L)ischarged  April  6,  63. 


:i,  63. 


Musician  :  mustered  out  July  21,  63. 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

2d  Lt :  pro.  ist  Lt:  mus.  out  July  21,  63. 
Corp  :  pro.  Serg  :  do 
Corp  :  do 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Pro.  Corp  :  Must,  out  July  21,  63. 

do 
do 
do 

Musician  :  do 
do 

Discharged  April  24,  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  03, 
Died  April  16,  G3. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 

do 

do 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  YEAR. 

Rec 
2  D 
Cav  C 
2  D 
do 
do 
do 
3d  Bat 
^do 
17  E 
do 


Aug  19  64 
July  30  64 
Aug  22  64 
Aug  2  64 
Aug  19  64 
Aug  20  64 
do 

Aug  22  64 
do 

Aug  31  64 
do 

34  FrontCav  Jan  365 


Discharged  Oct.  i,  64. 
Mustered  out  June  19,  65,    [pris,  of  wds. 
Died  Oct.  7,  64,  at  Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  while 
Mustered  out  June  19,  65.    [June  19,  65. 
Wd.  at  Cedar  Creek,Oct.  19,  64  :  must,  out 
Died  Oct.  31,  64,  at  W^inchester,  Va. 
Mustered  out  June  19,  65. 
do 
do 

Mustered  out  June  2,  65. 
Mustered  out  May  13,  65. 


do 
do 
2  D 
do- 
do 

7  I 

1st  Corps  Jan 
do  Feb 


do 
do 

Feb    4  65 

do 

Feb    8  65 


Feb 


II  65 

■2565 
14  65 


20     6  K     Mar  15  65 


do  June  27,  65. 

do 
do 

Mustered  out  July  15,  65. 
do 
do 

Mustered  out  Feb.  11,  66. 
]3ischarged  Jan.  24,  66, 
Discharged  Feb.  13,  66. 
Mustered  out  June  26,  65. 
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Names, 

Hatch,  Zen  as 

Vaughn,  Henry  J. 
Woodward,  Harrison 

Hogan,  John  C. 

Orrin  Bruce, 
Myron  W.  Miles, 


2D    July  136: 


DRAFIED  AND    ENTERED  SERVICE. 
Reg.  Co.    Enlistment.  Remarks. 

Wd.  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64  :  died 
Nov.  II,  64,  of  wds.  rec.  Oct.  19,  64. 
6  E  do  Mustered  out  June  13,  65. 

2  K  do  Discharged  Jan.  23,  64. 

SUBSTrj'UTF, — I'OR  M.  O.  EVANS. 

4    I    July  23  63     Pris.  June  23,  64 

PAID  COMMUTATION. 

Francis  B.  Connor,  Jeremiah  Mahoney, 

Chester  Smith,  E.  D.  Williams, 


21 


20 


sup.  died  in  reb.  pris. 

Luther  Maxham, 
Chas.  H.  Wiiiev. 


SOLDIERS  IN  THE  WAR  OF  l8l2.  I 

Being  unable  to  obtain  an  official  list  of! 
the  1812  soldiers,  I  rely  on  the  recollection  i 
of  the  oldest  men  in  town  for  the  followins: ' 
list  ot  Plattsburgh  Volunteers  : 

Holden  i'utnam,  captain  of  the  Company  i 
from  Middlesex  and  vicinity,  Horace  Hoi- 1 
den,  Xer.ves  Holden,  Le\sis  Putnam,  Ze-  1 
bina  Warren,  Nathaniel  Carpenter,  Alan-  \ 
son  Carpenter,  Samuel  Barnctt,  David  Har- ! 
rington,  Ephraim  Keyes,  Benj.  Chatterton, 
Nathan  Huntley, Abram  Gale,  Rufus  Cham- 
berlin,  Rufus  Leland,  Samuel  Meads,  Jesse 
Johnson,  Hubbard  Willey,  "  Priest"  Cole,  i 

It  is  related  respecting  some  of  the  Mid-  ' 
dlesex  volunteers  to  Plattsburgh  :     The  ! 
Sunday  previous  to  the  battle,  a  Middlesex  j 
minister,  known  as  "Priest"  Cole,  preach-  i 
ed  a  fiery  war  sermon,  in  which  he  urged  \ 
every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  \ 
bravely  turn  out  and  meet  the  British  in  ! 
case  of  an  invasion.    Before  the  close  of ! 
that  week  the  march  of  tlie  enemy  towards  ' 
Vermor  t  was  announced,  and  the  reverend  \ 
minister  was  one  of  the  volunteers.  When 
Captain  Putnam  reached  the  Lake  with 
his  company,  he  drew  thcin  up  in  a  line, 
and  gave  orders  for  "all  who  had  the 
cannon  fever  and  did  not  want  to  cross  the 
lake,  to  fall  back  to  the  rear."    Not  a  man 
stirred  except  Priest  Cole,  who  stepped 
back  a  few  paces  and  there  remained.  A 
few  days  after  the  battle.  Rev.  Mr.  C.  was 
sitting  in  Enoch  Clark's  store,  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  L.  D.  Ainsworth,  when 
Esquire  Nathaniel  Carpenter  entered,  and 
sitting  down  by  his  side,  slapi)ing  him  on 
the  knee,  remarked,  "Priest  Cole,  I  was 
never  more  surprised  in  my  life  than  I  was  ; 
to  see  you  step  back  and  nqt  want  to  meet ! 
the  British."     Mr.  Cole  coolly  replied,  \ 
"  Esq.  Carpenter,  it  is  a  great  deal  easier  i 
to  preach  than  to  practice."  I 


OUR  CHRISTMAS   TREE  AT  THE  CHURCH. 

HV  MRS.  ALMA  K.  VAL'GMN. 

You  have  asked  for  a  poem,  an^i  what  shall  it  be? 
C>,  ye3, 1  will  sing  for  our  new  Christraas  tree. 
Let  all  come  under  its  boughs,  the  great,  and  the  saiall. 
Iftlie  house  is  not  full,  'lis  no  Christmas  at  all. 
Let  us  lauiih  and  be  merry;  all  be  of  good  cliCer, 
For  our  Christmas  day  conies  only  once  in  a  year,— 
How  delighted  and  happy  we  all  feel  to-night. 
How  the  little  ones  look  on  tl;e  tree  with  delight  1 

But  I  could  not  but  think,  as  we  just  knelt  in  prayer, 
Of  the  poor  and  the  lowly,  have  they  a  gift  there? 
And  my  min<l  it  turr.ed  back  to  the  thoughts  of  the 
morn. 

That  'twas  on  Christmas  Eve  that  our  Saviour  was 
boni. 

Tliough  the  gift  may' be  humble  that's  placed  on  the 
tree, 

'Tis  in  memory  of  Christ;— like  His  gifts  let  it  be;— 
If  a  gift  to  the  poor  or  the  meek  has  been  given. 
You've  laid  up  for  yourselves  a  rich  treasure  in 
Heaven. 

Wo  now  honor  His  birthday  v/ich  gifts  and  with  mirth  ; 
Let  us  hope  for  His  kindness  and  love  while  on  earth. 
And  thai  Heaven's  rich  blessings  may  rest  on  us  all. 
That  no  sorrow,  nor  evil,  nor  111  may  befall. 
Then  take  not  the  gifts  from  the  tree  with  fond  pride. 
But  think  'twas  for  thee  tliat  our  Saviour  has  died ; 
And  i-oceive  each  gift  liunihly,  to-uight,  from  the  tree. 
As  an  emblem  of  love— of  His  kindness  to  thee. 

SUNSHINE  WILL  FOLLOW  THE  RAIN. 

BY  MKS.  ALMA  K.  VAUGHN. 

Life  has  Its  moroents  of  gladness, 

Life  has  its  moments  of  pain; 
Yet  God,  He  is  near  in  our  sorrow. 

Sunshine  will  follow  the  rain. 

Why  are  we  ever  a  shading 
Our  moments  of  gladness  with  pain? 

Why  are  we  apt  to  repining? 
Sunshine  will  follow  the  rain. 

NOTHING  LEFT  UNDONE. 

Oh,  can  we,  as  the  night  h"s  come. 
Review  the  day  with  x)ride,  and  say. 

We  have  left  noLliiiig  now  undone 
Of  which  we  should  have  done  to-day  ? 

For  soou,  how  soon  our  days  are  through. 
Our  work  in  life  will  all  be  done; 

Oh,  can  we  say,  as  death  draws  nigh. 
No  earthly  task  is  left  undone? 

[We  selected  from  Mrs.  Vaughn's  poems 
one  or  two  other  pieces,  which  we  should 
give  would  it  not  overrun  the  pages  allot- 
ted for  Middlesex.-~-iiV<^.] 
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MONTPELIER. 

BY  HON.  ELIAKIM  P.  WALTON. 

From  the  first  Vermont  grant  of  the 
town  of  Montpelier,  Oct.  21,  1780,  to  Jan. 
I,  1 8-19,  the  territory  knov.n  by  tiiat  name 
embraced  the  present  towns  of  Monitelier 
and  East  Monpelter  ;  hence  this  paper 
will  for  that  period  give  the  history  of  the 
two  existing  towns  under  the  original 
name,  and  of  the  present  town  of  Mont- 
pclierfroni  the  last-named  date. 

location. 

The  original  town  was  located  on  the 
longest  river  which  has  both  its  origin  and 
embouchure  within  the  State — the  Win- 
ooski.  In  a  map  published  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  about  1779,  this  river  was  called, 
"/v.  a  laMocUe,  FroichR.or  Wenusoo R., 
also  Oniain  R.'^  The  first  name  was  given 
by  Champlain  in  l6o9,  to  the  next  princi- 
pal river  north,  now  called  Lamoille,  and 
it  was  erroneously  applied  to  the  Winooski 
on  the  map  referred  to ;  French.,  or  Onion, 
river  was  the  name  given  in  early  New- 
Hampshire  charters  of  towns  located  on 
the  river,  and  "  Jlan/soo"'  and  "  Oniaiii^ 
were  the  erroneous  readings  b}  the  drafts- 
man or  engraver,  for  the  geimine  and  beau- 
tiful Winooski,  and  the  equally  genuine 
but  strong-flavored  Onion,  which  suggests 
rather  the  richness  of  the  broad  meadows 
on  either  bank  than  the  exceeding  beauty 
of  the  mingle  1  landscape  of  water,  meads 
and  magnificent  mountains. 

The  town  was  located  in  latitude  44° 
17'  north,  and  longitude  4-  25'  east  from 
the  capitol  at  Washington,  and  about  10 
miles  north-east  from  the  e.xact  geograph- 
ical centre  of  the  State,  which  is  near  the 
west  line  of  Northfield,  in  the  mountain 
between  Northfield  and  Waitsneld.  Four 
important  branches  embouch  in  the  town 
or  on  its  borde; :  Dog  river  from  the 
south,  Stevens's  Branch  from  the  south-east 
and  Kingsbury's  Branch  and  North  Branch 
from  the  north,  while  the  Winooski  itself 
enters  near  the  north-eastern,  and  runs  to 
th.e  south-western,  corner  of  the  town. 
i->og  river  gave  the  passage  for  the  Vermont 
Central  railroad  through  the  mountains  to 
the  third  branch  of  White  river,  which 
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has  its  source  at  tlie  same  level  as  that  of 
Dog  river  ;  Stevens's  Branch  has  the  same 
source  in  one  of  its  branches  as  the  second 
branch  of  White  river,  which  cuts  through 
the  eastern  mountain  range  by  the  famous 
"  Gulf"  in  Williamstown,  and  a  brancl^-  of 
Stevens's,  from  Barre,  gives  easy  access  to 
the  valley  of  Wait's  river.  The  northern 
branches  of  the  Winooski  give  eligible 
passes  to  the  upper  valleys  of  Weils  and 
Liimoille  rivers,  and  North  Branch  gives 
an  easy  and  almost  a  perfectly  straight  pass 
into  the  valley  of  the  Lamoille, oppositeWild 
Branch,  whiclr  cuts  through  to  a  branch 
of  Black  river,  and  thus  opens  a  clear  way 
to  Lake  Memphremagog  at  Newport.  This 
location  of  the  town,  so  central  and  so 
easily  accessible  to  the  surrounding  coun- 
try in  every  direction,  probably  had  an 
important  influence  in  making  it  the  polit- 
ical capital  of  the  State,  as  it  certainly  has 
had  upon  the  thrift  of  its  business  men. 
These  facts  also  indicate  that  in  the  future, 
as  ability  shall  be  given,  the  village  of 
Montpeiier  will  become  the  centre  for  the 
intersection  of  at  least  five  railroad  lines, 
running  in  the  river  valleys  above  named, 
making  it  ultimately  as  accessible  by  rail 
as  it  has  been  by  the  ordinary  highways. 
The  Central  railroad  now  opens  two -of 
these  valleys  to  r^Iontpelier  ;  in  the  third,  the 
Montpeiier  and  Wells  River  railroad  is  now 
in  operation;  in  the  fourth,  the  managers 
of  the  Central  road  contemplate  the  laying 
of  a  track,  and  in  that  event  the  valley  of 
the  North  Branch  to  the  Lamoille  will 
alone  remain  to  be  occupied.  A  survey 
for  a  railroad  there  has  been  made,  and  the 
route  is  proved  -to  be  feasible. 

earliest  grants. 
The  earliest  known  grant  of  any  part. of 
the  territory,  on  which  the  township  was 
located,  was  made  by  Cadwallader  Colden, 
Lieutenant  and  acting  Governor  of  the  th  jn 
royal  Province  of  New  York,  June  13, 
1770,  under  the  name  of  ''Newbrook," 
which  was  a  grant  to  Jacobus  Van  Zant. 
On  "a  map  of  Vermont,  and  of  parts  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  published  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont 
held  their  lands  "by  the  triple  title  of 
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honest  purchase,  of  Industry  in  Settling, 
and  now  lately  that  of  amquest^""  the  last 
phrase  indicating  al>out  1779  as  the  date — 
this  New  York  township  seems  to  have 
embraced  Montpeliereastwardfrom  ashort 
distance  west  of  the  mouth  of  North  ]>ranch, 
near  the  spot  on  which  the  State  Capitol 
stands,  with  parts  of  Barre,  Plainfield  and 
Berlin.* 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1770,  still  another 
small  portion  of  Montpelier,  on  the  East- 
ern border  of  the  town,  was  granted,  by 
the  same  authority,  under  the  name  of 
"  Kingsborough,"  to  John  Morin  Scott, 
who  w'as  subseqnently  a  delegate  from  New 
York  in  the  Continental  Congress  ;  and  on 
the  3d  of  July,  1771,  John  Mun-ay,  Earl  of 
Dunmore,  and  then  Governor  of  New  York, 
granted  yet  another  portion,  under  the 
name  of  "  Kilby,"  to  William  McAdams. 
According  to  the  map  referred  to,  this 
grant  covered  all  but  a  very  narrow  gore 
between  the  New  Hampshire  grant  of 
Middlesex  and  the  preceding  New  V^ork 
grants  of  Kingsborough  and  Ncwbrook. 
Hon.  Hilaxd  Hall  has  suggested  that 
Newbrook  embraced  Waterbury  and  vi- 
cinity, Kingsborough,  Montpelier  and  vi- 
cinity, and  Kilby,  Aliddlesex  and  vicinity  ;f 
but  the  New  Haven  map  very  correctly 
marks  all  the  towns  granted  by  New- 
Hampshire  on  the  North  side  of  the  Win- 
ooski,  from  Colchester  to  Middlesex,  both 
included,  with  the  names  they  now  bear,  ex- 
cept Belt  on  for  Bolton,  and  an  omission  of 
the  corner  of  Richmond,  which  is  included 
in  Jericho.  Immediately  adjoining  and 
East  of  Middlesex  is  Kilby,"  just  where  I 
Montpelier  belongs.    The  only  difficulty  j 

*The  explanaliou  ou  the  map  brings  out  so  sti  oiigly  ' 
the  Vermont  spirit  of  tliose  days,  that  it  is  worth  copy-  j 
ing  entire,  as  follows  : 

"TliG  Townships  or  Grants  East  of  Lake  C'HAM- 
"  PLAIN  aifc  iaiti  down  as  granted  bv  tlie  State  of 
"New  Hami'Shike,  Except  lliose  that  are  uiarlted 
"  Y  Whicli  wt'ri'  Kiaiit<.d  by  tlie  State  of  Mew  Yokk 
"on  uulocaled  gruuud,  wliere  they  do  not  iul("rf(L.Te 
"with  the  Hauipsliire  Grants;  the  Spurious  New 
"York  grants  th;it  Interfere  with  the  older  ones  are 
"marked  with  d<;tted  lines,  and  as  they  are  mostly 
"  granted  to  Ort'-Ct  r.-,  in  the  iCe^nlar  army  exeept  a 
"  few  which  have  the  nauje  of  Wallij;,  Kem^.  and 
"  some  such  otlier  f.ivourites  of  tiiese  Princes  of  Land 
''Jobbers  Mooke,  J )L'.vmoile,  Cohiex,  and  Trvo:', 
"Stanipeil  on  tlicm,  it  was  not  tliought  wortli  wiiile  to 
"nole  t!:ejn:  KspeciaUy  ;is  the  luiiaiiitants  of  tl»o 
"  State  of  Verinout  now  iiold  tlieni  l)y  tlic  triple  titlt» 
"  of  honest  purchase,  of  lurt  istry  in  St-ttling,  and  e.ow 
*'  lately  that  of  Conquest."— J/(7/>  fa'-  ':n<j  pa<je  MO  iJi 
Vol.  4,  of  Documentary  lliiiory  oj  }i'eir  York. 

t  Ve.rmoni  Historical  Sociatij  Colleciions,  Vol.  I,  pp. 
154, 1^5, 106 . 


in  the  case  is  that  "  Kilby contained 
30,000  acres,  or  6,930  7/:ore  than  IVIont- 
pclier,  which  would  make  "Kilby"  cov- 
er a  part  of  the  present  towns  of  Plain- 
field  and  Marshfield,  with  the  whole  of 
Montpelier  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  that 
case,  the  junctions  of  North  Branch  and 
Stevens's  Branch  with  the  Winooski  should 
be  in  **  Kilby  "  on  the  map,  whereas  they 
are  in  "  Newbrook."  The  wTiter  has  con- 
jectured that  "Kilby"  in  fact  embraced  part 
of  the  territory  laid  down  on  the  map 
as  Middlesex,  and  that  Montpelier  was 
covered  by  parts  of  "Kilby,"  "New- 
brook  "  and  "Kingsborough,"  which  would 
bring  Berlin  very  near  its  correct  place  On 
the  map,  where  it  is  in  fact  quite  erro- 
neously placed  in  relation  to  Middlesex. 
These  statements  are  of  some  interest  as 
belonging  to  the  history  of  the  town,  yet 
they  are  of  no  possible  importance,  since 
the  grantees  of  New  York  appear  never  to 
have  availed  themselves  of  their  grants, 
though  an  attempt  was  made  to  sur\'ey  this 
region  in  1773,  by  Samuel  Gale,  which  was 
prevented  by  Ira  Allen.* 

The  names  of  the  New^  York  grantees  do 
not  appear  in  the  list  of  persons  who  re- 
ceived compensation  for  their  lands  out  of 
the  $30,000  paid  by  Vermont  to  New  York 
as  a  settlement  of  the  long  and  bitter  con- 
troversy for  title  and  jurisdiction.  The 
three  New  York  grants  were  therefore  dor- 
mant, or  had  lapsed  forwent  of  compliance 
with  prescribed  conditons,  when,  in  1780,  a 
petition  wis  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  Vermont,  by  Thnothy  Big- 
elow,  Jacob  Davis,  Jacob  Pavis,  Jr.,  Thos. 
Davis,  and  others,  asking  for  a  grant  of 
unappropriated  land.  This  was  'at  the 
most  critical  period  in  the  history  of  Ver- 
mont, when  New  York  and  New  Hamp- 
shire were  both  claiming  jurisdiction  of 
the  State,  and  Congress  seemed  so  strongly 
bent  upon  sacrificing  it  to  one  of  the  claim- 
ing States,  or  dividing  it  between  both, 
that  the  agents  of  Vermont  in  Congress 
withdrew,  and  indignantly  refused  further 
to  attend,  though  invited  to  do  so.j 

»  Vi.  Historical  iiocitlij  Collections^  Vol.  1,  p. 
where  Ail<;n  states  exp'licitly  tluit  Gale's  camp  was 
"noar  th.-  norll.east  corner  of  tlie  [ihefij  present 
town  of  Montpelier.'' 

t6'a;ne,  Vol.  II,  pages  31-34.  '  • 


At  this  period,  two-thirds  of  the  State 
were  occupied  by  tlie  scouts  of  the  British 
army  and  the  Green  I\'Iountain  Boys,*  and 
tlie  British  far  exceeded  the  Vermonters 
in  the  number  of  men  and  in  military  sup- 
plies. In  fact,  on  the  very  day  when  the 
CJeneral  Assembly  authorized  the  grant  of 
Montpelier,  Major  Carleton  with  a  British 
force  was  at  Ticonderoga,  just  returned 
from  a  successful  raid  on  North-eastern 
New  York,  in  which  he  had  captured  Forts 
Ann  and  George,  and  destroyed  nearly  all 
the  farm-houses  and  barns  in  the  towns  of 
Kingsborough  arid  Oueensborough.f 

It  was  at  this  critical  time  that  Vermont 
was  forced  to  rely  on  policy  rather  than 
arms  for  protection,  and  the  negotiation 
with  Gen.  Frederick  Haldimand,  Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  | 
forces  in  Canada,  was  then  instituted.  In 
these  desperate  circumstances,  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  was  the  want  of  money 
with  which  to  supply  and  pay  the  little 
army  of  the  infant  State — a  State  which 
was  not  only  relying  solely  on  its  own  re- 
sources for  its  own  defense,  but  actually 
had  furnished  and  was  in  part  supporting 
Col.  Seth  Warners  regiment  in  the  Con- 
tinental army,  then  and  while  in  service 
used  for  the  protection  of  Vermont's  most 
dangerous  enemy — New  York.  For  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  military  defense, 
the  taxes  upon  a  people  just  entered  upon 
the  primeval  forests,  and  having  hardly 
cleared  enough  to  afford  a  scanty  support 
even  in  peaceful  times,  would  not  suffice; 
and  necessarily,  therefore,  the  State  Gov- 
ernment relied  upon  the  sale  of  its  wild 
lands,  and  of  the  confiscated  estates  of  en- 
emies, for  a  fund  to  meet  extraordinary 
expenses.  An  essential  point  of  course 
was,  to  find  purchasers  who  coiild  make 
ready  pay  in  specie,  or  its  eqinvaleiit,  and 
thus  supply  the  pressing  needs  of  the  gov- 
ernment. Accordingly  we  find,  on  the 
Assembly  journal  of  the  14th  of  October, 
1780,  the  following  entry: 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  five,  to 
join  a  Committee  from  the  Council,  be  ap- 

*In  (;)ct(.li(T,  17.Si,  the  month  in  which  ihc  ^''■aiit  of 
.NJiiiitpeiitT  was  u.-ket!,  a  lirilish  partv  parsed  tlin«iiK-h 
that  town.oti  their  wiiv  to  attiick  KoyalDoii  — Set-  U.  IJ. 
MaW^  £n.^t,'rn  Verii,^>a,\>  ;;>■;{. 

t  Vt.  JIi»l.  ."ioc.  Coll.,  Vol.  II.  pages  M,  -11  44,  6t3-Gy. 


pointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  sit- 
uation of  ungranted  lands  within  this  State 
which  can  be  settled,  and  the  several  pe- 
titions filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  pray- 
ing for  grants  of  unlocated  lands,  and 
report  their  opinion  7u/iat  lands  can  be 
granted  and  ivhat  persons  will  most  con- 
duce to  the  welfare  of  this  State  to  have  such 
grants. 

The  members  chosen  by  ballot  are,  Mr. 
Samuel  Robinson,  Mr.  [Edward]  Harris, 
Col.  [John]  Sttong,  Mr.  [Ebenezer]  Cur- 
tiss,  and  Mr.  [Joshua]  Webb.* 

This  Committee  was  deemed  so  impor- 
tant that  on  the  17th  of  October,  1780,  the 
Assembly  added  to  it  four  members,  to 
wit:  Mr.  [Matthew]  Lyon,  Mr.  [Benja- 
min] Whipple,  Mr.  [Thomas]  Porter,  and 
Mr.  [Major  Thomas]  Murdock.f  The 
members  of  this  Committee  were  selected 
I  from  the  then  most  important  towns  in 
the  State,  to  wit:  Bennington,  Halifax, 
Dorset,  Windsor,  Rockingham,  Arling- 
ton, Rutland,  Tinmouth  and  Norwich; 
and  the  Council  completed  the  Committee 
by  adding  leading  men  of  the  time,  all 
noled  in  Vermont  history,  to  w^it :  Ira 
Allen,  John  Passett,  (Jr.,)  Jonas  Fay  and 
Paul  Spooner.J 

The  grant  of  the  township  of  Montpel-  ' 
lER — a  name  given  by  Col.  Jacob  Davis — 
was,  in  this  emergency,  the  first  one  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  and  the  first 
one  authorized  by  the  General  Assembly. 

In  General  Assembly,  ) 
Saturday  Oct.  ^ist,  1780.  ^ 
The  comn  ittee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  ungranted  lands  in  this 
State,  and  the  several  Pitches  on  file  in  the 
Secretary's  office,  &c.,  brought  in  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz  : 

"That,  in  our  opinion,  the  following 
tract  of  land  viz  :  lying  east  of  and  adjoin- 
ing Middlesex,  on  Onion  river,  and  partly 
north  of  Berlin,  containing  23040  acres,  be 
granted  by  the  Assembly  unto  Col.  Timo- 
thy Bigelow  and  Company,  by  the  name 
of  Montpelier."' 

Signed,   Paul  Spooner,  Chairman. 

The  aforesaid  report  w^as  read  and  ac- 
cepted, and 

Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is 
granted  unto  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow  and 
company,  being  sixty  in  number,  a  town- 
ship of  land,  by  the  name  of  Montpelier, 

*  J/s.  A^aemhly  Journal,  1778-i78f,  p.  IL'S. 
t'Saiiic  A^aeitthty  Journal,  p.  ];J0. 
X  Ms.  Journals  of  Council,  1778  to  1780,  p.  313. 
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situate  and  lying  in  this  State,  bounded  as 
follows,  viz  :  lying  east  of  and  adjoining 
IVIiddlesex,  on  Onion  river,  and  partly 
north  of  I>erlin,  containing  23040  acres: 
And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby 
requested  to  issue  a  Grant  or  Charter  of 
incorporation  of  said  township  of  Montpe- 
lier,  under  such  restrictions,  reservations, 
and  for  such  considerations,  as  they  shall 
judge  best  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  * 
In  Col^xcil,  ? 
Saturday,  21st  Oct.,  1780.  \ 
The  Governor  and  Council,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  stating  the  fees  for  the  grant 
of  land  made  this  day,  by  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  State,  having  had  the  same 
under  their  consideratiou,  have  stated  the 
fees  aforesaid  at  four  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds  for  the  sd.  land,  being  one  town- 
ship by  the  name  of  Moxtpelikr,  in  hard 
money,  or  an  equivalent  in  Continental 
Currency,  to  be  paid  by  Col.  Timothy  Big- 
elow  or  his  attorney,  on  th.e  execution  of 
the  Charter  of  Incorporation,  on  or  before 
the  20th  day  of  January  next. 

Attest,       Joseph  Fay,  Secy. 

Although  the  sole  condition  of  the  grant 
was  the  payment  of  /,48o,  in  specie  or  an 
equivalent  in  Continental  Currency,  by  the 
20th  of  January  1781,  the  first  charter  was 
not  granted  until  the  14th  of  August  of 
that  year,  when  a  very  imperfect  charter 
was  drawn — probably  by  Thomas  Tolman, 
one  of  the  grantees  and  Deputy  Secretary 
of  the  Governor  and  Council — and  execu- 
ted by  Governor  Chittenden.  In  this  char- 
ter no  boundaries  were  given  to  the  town ; 
the  customary  five  rights  reserved  for  edu- 
tional  and  religious  purposes  were  not  in- 
serted, but  were  referred  to  as  in  the  char- 
ter of  tlie  town  of  Ripton  ;  and  two  onerous 
conditions  were  imposed,  to  wit :  first,  that 
within  3  years  after  the  circumstances  of 
the  then  existing  war  would  permit,  5  acres 
of  land  should  be  planted  or  cultivated,  a 
house  at  least  18  feet  square  on  the  floor 
be  erected,  and  one  family  settled,  on  each 
respective  Right,  on  penalty  of  forfeiture 
of  the  land  ;  and,  second,  reserving  all  Pine 
Timber  suitable  for  a  Navy  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State.  As 
this  is  not  tJie  charter  of  the  town,  another 
having  been  substituted  for  it,  and  granted 
to  the  original  and  a  few  other  grantees, 
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in  1804,  it  is  omitted  in  this  paper,  and 
the  reader  is  referred  for  a  copy  to  Hon, 
Daniel  P.  Thompson's  History  of  Mont pc- 
lier,  published  in  i860,  pp.  21  and  22. 

Notwithstanding  the  imperfection  of  tiie 
charter  of  1781,  the  proprietors  proceeded 
to  allot  and  organize  the  tow^i  under  it,  be- 
ginning with  a  warning  dated  June  11, 
1784,  which  was  less  than  three  years  from 
the  date  of  the  original  charter,  and  four- 
teen months  after  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  by  Gen.  Washington's  proc- 
lamation of  Apr.  19,  1783.  Before  noticing 
the  proprietors  and  the  record  of  their 
meetings,  it  is  best  to  give  a  list  of  the 
proprietors,  which  is  embraced  in  the  per- 
fected and  no^'  actual  charter  of  the  town, 
that  was  authorized  by  a  special  act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  passed  Feb.  i,  1804, 
and  executed  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month. 

The  Charter  of  Montpelier. 
The  Gove?' nor  of  the  State  of  Vcr- 
[L.S.]    moni,  to  all  Feopls  to  ic/iom  these 
Presents  shall  co/nc.     Greeting  : 

Whereas,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  at  their  adjourned  session,  hold- 
en  at  Windsor,  on  the  first  dny  of  Febru- 
ary A.  D.  1804,  was  pleased  to  pass  an  act 
entitled  '  an  act  authorizing  the  Gov- 
crernor  of  this  State  to  issue  a  new  charter 
of  Montpelier,' — 

i\aio,  therefore,  Know  Ye,  that  I,  Isaac 
Tichcnor,  Governor  within  and  over  said 
State,  and  in  the  name,  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  same,  and  in  pursuance  of,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  Do,  by  these 
presents,  give  and  grant  the  tract  of  land 
hereafter  described  and  bounded,  unto  Tini- 
othy  Bigehiu,  and  to  the  several  persons 
hereafter  named,  his  associates,  in  equal 
shares,  viz  : 

Ebenezer  Waters,  Ebenezer  Upham, 
Elisha  Wales,  Elisha  Smith  Wales,  Joel 
Frizzle,  Bethuel  Washburn,  John  Wash- 
burn, Elijah  Rood,  Thomas  Chittenden, 
George  Foot,  Elisha  Sniith,  Jedediah 
Strong,  James  Prescott,  Jacob  Brown,  Gid- 
eon Ormsbee,  James  Mead,  John  W.  Dana, 
Timothy  Brownson,  Gideon  Horton.  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Samuel  Horsford,  Ithamer 
Horsford,  William  Smith,  Jacob  Spear, 
Jonas  Galusha,  Mary  Galusha,  Noah  Smith, 
Moses  Robinson,  Moses  Robinson,  Jun., 
John  Fassett,  Jun.,  Jonas  Fay,  Abiathar 
Waldo,  Thomas  Tolman,  Timothy  Stan- 
ley, Joseph  Dagget,  Ira  Allen,  Lyman 
Llitchcock,  James  Gamble,  Alanson  Doug- 


■.MONTPELIER. 


255 


lass,  Adam  Martin,  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Nash, 
Jonathan  Brace,  Howell  Woodbridge, 
James  Brace,  Hei'iry  Waibridge,  Jun.,  Jo- 
seph Fay,  William  Goodrich,  Sybil  Good- 
rich, Thomas  Alatterson,  Amos  Waters, 
David  Gaiusha,  Jacob  JJavis,  Ephraim 
Starkweather,  Shubael  Peck,  Jacob  Davis, 
Jun.,  Thomas  Davis,  John  Ramsdell,  Issa- 
cher  Reed,  Isaac  G.  Lansingh,  Ebcnezer 
Davis,  Asa  Davis,  Levi  Davis,  Ebenczer 
Stone,  and  Samuel  Allen, — 

Which,  together  v.ith  the  five  following 
Rights,  reserved  to  the  several  public  uses, 
in  manner  following,  include  the  whole  of } 
said  tract  or  township,  to  wit :  One  Right 
for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  or  College,  one 
Right  for  the  use  of  County  Grammar 
Schools  in  said  State,  lands  to  the  amount 
of  one  Right  to  be  and  remain  for  the  set- 
tlement of  a  ?.Iinister  or  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  in  said  'J  ownship  forever,  lands  to 
the  amount  of  one  Right  for  the  support  of 
the  social  v.orship  of  God  in  said  Town- 
ship, and  lands  to  the  amount  of  one  Right 
for  the  support  of  an  English  School  or 
Schools  in  said  Township, — which  said  two 
Rights  for  the  use  of  a  vSeminary  or  Col- 
lege, and  for  the  use  of  County  Grammar 
Schools,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  Improve- 
ments, Rents,  Interests  and  Profits  arising 
therefrom,  shall  be  under  the  control,  or- 
der, direction  and  disposal  of  the  Ge»eral 
Assembly  of  said  State  forever. 

And  the  proprietors  of  said  Township 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
locate  said  two  Rights  justly  and  equitably, 
or  quantity  for  quantity,  in  such  parts  of 
said  Township  as  they,  or  their  committee, 
shall  judge  will  least  incommode  the  gen- 
eral settlement  of  said  Tract  or  Township. 

And  the  said  proprietors  are  further  em- 
powered to  locate  the  lands  aforesaid, 
amounting  to  three  Rights,  assigned  for 
the  settlement, of  a  Minister  or  Ministers, 
Yor  their  support,  and  for  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  English  Schools,  in  such,  and  in  so 
many  places,  as  they,  or  their  committee, 
shall  judge  will  best  accommodate  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Township  when  the  same 
shall  be  fully  settled  and  improved,  laying 
the  same  equitably,  or  quantity  for  quan- 
tity,— which  said  lands,  amounting  to  the 
three  Rights  last,mentioned,  when  located 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  together  with  the  Im- 
provements, Rights,  Rents,  Profits,  Dues 
and  Interests,  remain  inalienably  appropri- 
ated to  the  uses  and  puiposes  for  which 
they  are  respectively  assigned,  and  be  un- 
der the  charge,  direction  and  disposal  of 
the  inhabitaiu>  of  said  Township  kn-ever. 

Wiiich  tract  of  land,  hereby  given  and 
granted  as  aforesaid,  is  bounded  and  des- 
cribed as  follows,  to  v/it : 

Beginning  at  a  Bass  wood  Tree  on  the 


North  Bank  of  Onion  River  marked  i\Iid- 
DLESKx  Corner,  July,  13,  17S5;  thence 
North  36°  East,  six  miles  to  a  Beech  Tree 
marked  Montpelikr  Corner,  June  14, 
1786;  thence  South  54°  East,  six  miles 
and  a  half,  to  a  Maple  Straddle  marked' 
Montfelier  Corner.,  June  17,  1786  ; 
thence  South  36°  West,  five  miles  and  five 
chains,  to  a  Basswood  Tree  in  Barre  North 
line,  marked  June  19,  1786;  thence  North 
67°  West,  one  mile  and  sixty  seven  chains, 
to  Onion  River :  thence  down  said  river  as 
it  tends  to  the  first  bound. 

And  that  the  same  be,  and  hereby  is  in- 
corporated into  a  Township  by  the  name 
of  Montfelier. 

And  the  inhabitants  that  do,  or  shall 
hereafter,  inhabit  said  Township,  are  de- 
clared to  be  enfranchised,  and  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  aud  immunities  that  .the 
inhabitants  of  other  towns  within  this  State 
do,  and  ought,  by  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion thereof,  to  exercise  and  enjoy. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted 
premises,  as  above  expressed,  with  all  the 
privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing, unto  them  and  their  respective 
heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

In  tcsUf?iony  whereof  I  have  caused  these 
letters  to  be  tnadc  patent,  and  the  seal  of 
our  State  to  be  Jiereunto  a  ffixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Windsor,  this 
6th  day  of  Febritary,  A,  D.  1804,  a)id  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
twe)dy-eigJdh.  Isaac  Tichenor. 

By  His  Excellency's  command, 
David  Wing,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  State. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Ijoandaries 
are  stated  ;  that  all  conditions  are  omitted, 
the  tov/n  then  being  fully  organized  and 
well  settled,  having  a  population  of  about 
1000;  and  that  the  list  of  grantees  and 
proprietors  numbers  65  persons  instead  of 
the  original  60.  The  iUiditional  names  are 
the  five  first  following  that  of  Timothy  Big- 
elow.  It  appears  from  the  record  of  a  pro- 
prietors' meeting,  held  in  january  1787,  that 
Joel  Frizzle  (one  of  the  additional  five) 
owned  the  original  right  of  James  Gamble, 
and  his  pitch  was  confirmed  to  him.  Prob- 
ably the  other  four  became  proprietors  in 
the  same  way — by  purchasing  original 
rights.  The  explanation  of  retaining  in 
the  new  charter  the  names  of  original  gran- 
1  tees  who  had  sold  their  rights  to  the  five 
!  new  grantees  in  that  case  is,  that  it  was 
'  done  out  of  abundant  caution,  to  make  the 
title  of  the  purchasers  unquestionable.  The 
original  charter  is  not  now  to  be  found, 
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and  probably  it  was  destroyed  on  the  issu- 
ing of  the  new  charter,  in  which  case  it  was 
fit  that  the  five  persons  tlien  holding  orig- 
inal rights  by  purchase  should  have  their 
names  recorded  in  what  was  thereafter  to  be 
the  charter  of  the  town.  The  town  record 
indicates  that  the  copy  of  the  original  char- 
ter has  been  cut  out,  and  the  new  charter 
substituted  for  it. 

THE  ORIGINAL  PROPIETORS  OF 
MONTPELIER. 

The  list  of  grantees  is  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  the  influential  jiien  of  the  State 
embraced  in  it,  to  wit:  Thomas  Chitten- 
den, Governor;  Moses  Robinson,  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  Governor,  and  U.  S. 
Senator  ;  Jonas  Galiishn,  Judge  of  Supreme 
Court,  and  Governor ;  Ira  Allen,  State 
Treasurer,  Surveyor-General,  Agent  to 
Congress,  and  the  man  of  all  sorts  of  w^ork 
in  surveyiag,  road-making,  financiering, 
and  State  poliUcs  at  home,  and  in  sharp 
statesmanship  and  diplomacy  abroad  ;  Jo- 
nas and  Joseph  Fay,  Secretaries,  and 
Thomas  Tolman,  Deputy  Secretary,  and 
all  authors  of  State  papei-s,  the  nrst-named 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  first 
two,  agents  to  Congress,  and  employed  in 
the  Haldimand  correspondence ;  Matthew 
Lyon,  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly, 
Member  of  Congress,  and  an  energetic 
and  heroic  man  in  politics  and  business  en- 
terprises ;  and  JohnFassett,  Jr.,  andNoah 
Smith,  the  first  a  Councillor,  and  both 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  With  such 
proprietors,  residing  in  Western  Vermont, 
and  most  of  them  remote  from  Montpelier, 
it  is  not  surprising  that  a  deep  interest  was 
felt  in  the  town,  and  a  powerful  influence 
exerted  for  its  early  prosperity  in  Cjuarters 
where  naturally  it  would  receive  little  sym- 
pathy or  favor. 

THE  "founder"  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  first  grantee  of  Montpelier,  who  in 
the  Pedigree  of  the  Lawrence  family  of  j 
Massachusetts  is  styled     Founder  of  thc\ 
ion.v7i  of  Montptlic}\  Vcrawni,^''  was  Col.  | 
Timothy  Bigelow,  of  Worcester,  Mass,, 
born  August  12,  1739.  ^^'^'^  ^  distin- 

guished officer  in  the  American  War  for 
Independence ;  a  iVIajor  under  Gen.  Ar- 


nold in  the  expedition  against  Quebec,  in 
1775-6;*  Commander  of  the  15th  Conti- 
nental Regi)nent  at  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne  and  other  battles  ;  and  a  Member  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts 
in  1774  and  1775.  Washington  said,  when 
reviewing  Col.  B.'s  soldiers, — "This  is 
discipline  indeed."  His  son  Timothy  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers 
of  Massachusetts,  for  thirty  years  a  mem- 
ber of  one  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  Speaker  of  the  House  for 
eleven  years  ;  and  his  grand-daughter 
Katliarine,  daughter  of  the  second  Timo- 
thy Bigelow,  married  the  late  Abbott  Law- 
rence, LL.  D.,  Representative  in  Congress, 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court 
of  St.  James,  t  The  "founder  "  of  Mont- 
pelier died  IVLay  31,  1790,  ten  months  be- 
fore the  town  was  organized,  and. doubtless 
his  rights  to  lands  in  the  town  all  passed 
to  other  persons  previous  to  the  organiza- 
tion, the  deeds  of  which  will  probably  be 
found  in  the  records  in  the  Orange  County 
Clerk's  office.  The  author  of  the  pedigree 
of  the  Lawrence  family  of  course  had  the 
tradition  that  Timothy  Bigelow  was  the 
founder  of  the  town,  and  perhaps  full  and 
authentic  testimony  to  the  fact. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  can  onh'  con- 
jecture the  ground  on  which  the  chief 
honor,  as  founder,  should  be  conceded  to 
Col.  Bigelow;  but  the  conjecture  is  so 
reasonably  founded  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of 
its  accuracy.  The  original  petition  of 
Timothy  iiigelow  and  others  for  the  grant 
bore  the  names  of  at  least  three  of  the 
Davises  who  were,  with  Joel  Frizzle,  the 
first  settlers  in  the  town ;  and  the  Davises 
were  all  from  Worcester  County,  Mass., 
of  which  Timothy  Bigelow  was  a  resident. 

'Arnold's  fioKl  ofliccrs  were  Lieut.  Col.  Clnistoplier 
Greene,  (tlii-  horu  Red  IJaiik.  on  tlie  Delasvure,) 
Lieut.  Col.  lliigei-  Euos,  [aiterwards  Geueial  Com- 
mandinK  in  Veviiioiit,  under  the  authority  of  .he 
State.]  and  Majors  TRetun!  J.J  Meigs,  [oi'  Connecti- 
cut, attervvards  ot'Oliio,  and  /:ither  ol  the  Governor  of 
Ohio,  and  U.  ?.  Fostniaster  General  of  that  name.] 
and  [TiJiOTllY]  V>u^tL'LO^W—Loiiinrf%  Pi'.torial  tidd 
Book  o/the  Revolution,  Vol.  I,  p.  I'-'O.  Li-JciiuK  record:* 
tlia*-  on  the  expedition.  MaJ.  r>i.^elow  ascended  a  hi>;li 
luountaiii,  then  covered  with  snow,  htiping:  to  i;.i;n  a 
siKlic  of  Quebi'c;  fnr  which  feat  the  niuiie  "Mount 
Bigelow  "  was  given  to  it,  aiid  is  stiJl  retained. 

^  New  Eu'jland  Genealoaical  Kec/ister,  Vol.  10,  ISoC, 
facing  page  2i*7.  Blake's  Biographical  Dic'.ionanj 
states  tiuil  tlie  second  Tisnothy  Bigelow  ahove  named 
during  a  practice  of  3'.'  years,  "argued  not  less  lii^" 
15^000  cases."  A  hiter  hiograplier  reduced  the  mtm- 
ber  to  iO,!X?0.  His  death  at  54  is  not  surprising. 
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At  the  session  in  Oct.  1779,  the  legisla- 
ture of  Vermont  established  a  form  of  town 
charters,  and  appointed  Ira  Allen  to  visit 
sundiy  states  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
State.*  The  Vermont  Ms.  State  Papers 
contain  many  petitions  for  lands  granted 
in  1779,  made  on  a  uniform  printed  form, 
which  was  most  probably  furnished  by 
Allen  (then  Surveyor-General ;)  and  many 
petitions  in  1779  and  1780,  of  land  com- 
panies formed  in  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut and  New  Hampshire,  and  in  some 
cases  of  officers  and  men  in  the  continental 
army.  These,  it  is  most  reasonable  to 
presume,  were  among  the  fniits  of  Allen's 
mission,  which  clearly  was  to  make  an  in- 
terest for  Vermont  in  many  states  as 
possible,  and  also  in  the  army. 

The  conjecture  then  is,  that  Col.  Big- 
elow  was  the  head  of  one  of  these  land 
companies,  as  Gen.  Williasn  Prescott,  of 
Massachusetts,  certainly  was  of  another. 
Gen.  Prescott  was  with  Col.  Bigelow  at 
the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  and  their  resi- 
dences in  Massachusetts  were  in  the  same 
region — the  one  at  Groton  and  the  other 
at  Worcester.  At  the  head  of  such  a 
company,  Col.  Bigelow  would  have  beei> 
the  most  active  and  influential  man  in 
forming  it,  and  by  his  influence,  and  pos- 
sibly by  his  aid,  the  Davises  were  en- 
listed, who  were  the  foremost  men  at  work 
upon  the  ground ;  and  their  associates, 
most  of  tnem  from  Worcester  and  Ply- 
mouth Counties,  Mass.,  were  by  the  same 
influence  led  to  become  settlers.  Certain 
it  is  that  n;any  of  the  early  settlers  were 
fi-om  that  part  of  Massachusetts.  To  this 
day  a  Montpelier  man  cannot  visit  Wor- 
cester, Rochester,  New  Bedford,  Yar- 
mouth, and  Edgartown,  without  finding 
in  each  town  names  that  were  familiar  in 
Montpelier  sixty  years  ago — such  as  Davis, 
Clark,  Stevens',  Burgess,  Hatch,  Bennett, 
Hammett,  and  Nye.  The  writer  is  confi- 
dent that  the  original  petition  for  the  grant, 
could  it  be  found,  would  prove  that  the 
company  was  chiefly  composed  of  Massa- 
chusetts men,  such  as  Col.  Bigelow  would 
niost  fitly  head,  and  so  make  him  justly 

•  Vt.  lUsl.  Coll.,  vol.  1,  p.  405. 
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entitled  to  the  credit  his  descendants  have 
claimed  for  him. 

proprietors'  meetings. 
On  application  of  more  than  one  six- 
teenth of  the  proprietors,  a  warning  was 
issued  June  11,  1784,  for  the  first  proprie- 
tors' meeting,  ."  at  the  house  of  Eliakim 
Stoddard,  Esq.,  inn-holder,  in  Arlington, 
[Bennington  county,]  on  Tuesday  the 
17th  day  of  August  [then]  next,  at  9  of 
the  clock  in  the  forenoon,""  for  the  pur- 
pose of  choosing  moderator,  proprietors' 
clerk,  and  treasurer,  and  to  see  what  the 
proprietors  v/ould  do  respecting  a  division 
of  the  township.  A  meeting  was  holden 
accordingly,  composed  of  Gov,  Thomas 
Chittenden,  Hon.  Timothy  Brownson, 
Maj.  Gideon  Ormsby,  Jonas  Galusha,  and 
Thomas  Tohnan,  esquires,  and  Mesrrs 
Joseph  Daggett  and  John  Ramsdell— who 
acted  for  themselves,  and  for  others  by 
power  of  attorney.  Of  these  seven  per- 
sons a  majority  were  men  of  the  highest 
wordi  and  influence  in  the  State :  Gov- 
ernors Chittenden  and  Galusha  ;  Timothy 
Brov/nson,  President  of  the  Board  of  War, 
and  Councillor  from  1778  to  1795,  and 
''one  of  ihe  most  trusted  and  confidential 
advisers  of  Gov.  Chittenden  during  the 
whole  period  of  his  perilous  and  successful 
administration;"*  Maj.  Gideon  Ormsbee, 
who  was  then  and  for  many  years  a  repre- 
sentative of  Manchester  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  Thomas  Tolman,  Deputy 
Secretary  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 
The  officers  elected  by  the  meeting  were : 
Gideon  Ormsbee,  moderator;  Thos.  Tol- 
man, clerk  ;  and  Jonas  Galusha,  treasurer. 
It  was  voted  to  lay  out  a  first  division  of 
lands  in  the  town,  in  lots  of  150  acres  each, 
and  a  committee  of  six  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  to  wit:  Thomas  Tolman, 
Samuel  Horsford,  Gideon  Ormsbee,  Jonas 
Galusha,  Joseph  Daggett,  and  Samuf^l 
Beach — all  but  Mr.  Beach  being  propri- 
etors, and  he  was  the  surveyor. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1785,  but  there  was  no 
meeting  at  that  time,  and,  under  a  new 
warning,  the  next  meeting  was  at  Arling- 

♦  tliliind  Flail's  Early  History  of  Vermont,  p.  4^8. 
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ton,  Jan.  ii,  1786,  of  which  Col.  Timothy 
Brownson  was  moderator.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Tolman  as  clerk  and  the  order 
for  the  first  division  were  ratified,  provid- 
ing that  5  acres  sliould  be  added  to  each 
lot  or  right,  as  an  allowance  for  highways, 
and  that  the  division  should  be  laid  out  in 
good  form  and  as  near  to  the  centre  of  the 
town  as  might  be.  Col.  Jacob  Davis  of- 
fered to  complete  the  survey  for  £1  3s. 
lod.  per  right,  and  this  was  accepted.  A 
new  committee  for  laying  out  the  division 
was  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Col. 
Jacob  Davis,  Ebenezer  Waters,  (or,  onhis 
failure,  Caleb  Ammadon,)  Samuel  Hors- 
ford,  Col.  Samuel  Robinson,  and  Capt. 
Abiather  Waldo. 

I>y  adjourntiK-nt,  the  next  meeting  was 
held  at  the  house  of  the  clerk,  Thomas 
Tolman,  in  Arlington,  Jan.  9,  1787.  In 
the  absence  of  Col.  Brownson,  Col.  Jacob 
Davis  was  appointed  moderator.  The 
members  of  the  committee  to  lay  out  the 
first  division,  who  were  present,  were 
sworn  before  Gov.  Chittenden  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  trust,  and  then  sub- 
mitted a  return,  plan  and  survey-bill  of 
the  division,  v.hich  was  accepted  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded.  A  "draft,"''  or 
drawing  by  lot,  was  then  made,  in  the 
presence  of  the  meeting,  as  the  law  re- 
quired, and  a  lot  or  right  in  the  first  di- 
vision was  in  that  way  assigned  to  each 
proprietoi .  Accounts  were  allowed,  £'jj 
9s.  to  Col.  Jacob  Davis  for  laying  out  the 
division — ^5  to  Thomas  Tolman  for  clerk's 
fees — and  15s.  to  the  collector  for  expense 
of  advertising  the  first  tax.  A  tax  on  each 
proprietor's  right,  of  5s.  was  then  laid, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  which  treasurer 
Galusha  v/as  directed  to  pay  the  above  ac- 
counts. Joseph  Daggett  was  appointed 
collector,  and  was  directed  to  collect  the 
tax  in  time  for' a  vendue  sale  of  lands,  in 
default  of  payment  on  any  right,  on  the  2d 
Tuesday  of  the  succeeding  June.  It  was 
represented  to  this  meeting  that  Joel  Friz- 
zel  had  become  an  actual  settler,  and  had 
made  his  "  pitch''  as  owner  of  the  right  of 
James  Gamble ;  whereupon  it  was  voted 
that  his  pitch  be  granted  and  confirnied  to 
him  on  the  right  of  Gamble,  and  a  lot  of 


103  acres,  (the  three  as  an  allowance  foi 
highways,)  was  thus  allowed  to  him,  and 
located  on  the  Winooski,  at  the  S.  W. 
corner  of  the  town,  adjoining  Middlesex, 
subsequently  known  for  many  years  as  the 
John  Walton  farm,  and  now  owned  by 
Col.  Elisha  P.  Jewett,  and  known  as  tlie 
Jewett  farm.  It  was  also  voted  to  lay  out 
a  second  division  of  lands  but  excluding 
pine  lands,  to  contain  66  lots,  excluding 
the  rights  of  James  Gamble,  (provided  for 
in  FrizzeVs  pitch,)  Jacob  Davis,  Jacob 
Davis,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  Davis,  who,  in 
lieu  of  rights  to  be  drawn,  were  allowed  to 
select  two  lots  of  186  acres  each,  within 
the  second  division,  convenient  for  a  saw- 
mill and  a  grist-;nill.  It  was  then  voted 
to  make  a  third  division,  called  the  '-Pine 
Pitch  Division,''  lying  between  Frizzel's 
pitch  and  the  second  division,  being  the 
land  reserved  ;n  the  second  division,  and 
this  was  to  be  divided  into  70  equal  lots. 
This  division  was  small,  17  acres  and 
or  \  of  an  acre  to  the  i)roprietor  of  each 
right.  It  was  on  the  hili  west  of  Green 
Mount  Cemetery,  and  Thompson  stated, 
on  the  authority  of  the  late  Simeon  Dewey, 
Esq.,  who  sawed  the  greatest  part  of  the 
pine  on  this  division,  that  the  trees  were  of 
the  most  splendid  northern  sort,  not  ex- 
celled, elsewhere  in  Vermont,  or  in  New 
Hampshire,  or  even  Maine.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  first  charter,  then  existing,  as 
to  pine  suitable  for  a  navy,  received  an 
interpretation  most  liberal  to  the  propri- 
etors of  tlie  town,  many  of  whom  sold 
their  right  to  Col.  Davis,  and  most  of  the 
lumber  unquestionably  went  into  vessels 
that  were  securely  anchored  on  dry  land. 
The  State  was  not  a  loser  by  this  appro- 
priation, however,  since  the  pines  from 
that  hill  sheltered  many  a  man  who  had 
served  his  State  and  country  on  sea  and 
land  In  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  who 
gave  sons  and  grandsons  to  serve  them  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  in  the  last  and  great- 
est struggle  of  all.  Col.  Davis  was  em- 
plo)ed  to  survey  these  two  divisions  on 
the  same  terms  as  for  the  first  division  ; 
and  Ebenezer  Waters,  surveyor,  Col.  Ja- 
cob Davis,  Parley  Davis,  Nathan  Waldo 
and  Joel  Frizzel  were  appointed  a  com- 
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mittee  to  lay  them  oat.  After  other  formal 
business,  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the 
second  Tuesday  of  the  next  June,  at  the 
house  of  Capt.  Klisha  Wales,  in  Arlington. 

June  II.  1787,  the  proprietors  met  per- 
suant  to  adjournment.  Col.  Timothy 
Brownson  in  the  chair.  Ebenezer  Wa- 
ters, Col.  Jacob  Davis,  and  Nathan  Wal- 
do, of  the  committee  to  lay  out  the  second 
and  third  divisions  v/ere  sworn,  and  then 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  accep- 
ted by  a  unanimous  vote.  A  drawing  was 
then  made,  "the  same  being  done  deliber- 
ately, correctly,  and  in  open  meeting,""  by 
surveyor  Waters,  so  as  to  allot  the  land  in 
the  second  and  third  divisions  equally  to 
each  proprietor.  On  the  12th,  the  ac- 
counts for  surveys,  t^c,  were  allowed  and 
a  tax  voted;  Col.  Jacob  Davis  and  Parley 
Davis  were  appointed  a  committee  to  lay 
out  and  niake  the  necessary  highways ; 
and  the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  January,  178S.  On  the  same 
day,  June  12,  1787,  a  vendue  sale  of  pro- 
prietors' lots  took  place  lor  non-payment 
of  taxes,  and  the  sales  were  recorded,  and 
rules  for  redemption  adopted.  About  half 
of  the  original  proprietors'  rights  to  the 
first  division  were  sold,  and  mainly  to  Col. 
Jacob  Davis,  and  the  proprietors'  clerk, 
Thomas  Tolman. 

The  meeting  at  Arlington  in  January, 
1788,  extended  the  time  for  completing 
roads  until  the  succeeding  June ;  assessed 
a  tax  of  3s.  per  right  for  making  roads  ; 
allowed  the  accounts  of  its  officers,  and  ad- 
journed to  the  first  W^ednesday  of  June 
following,  at  the  house  of  Jonas  Galusha, 
in  Shaftsbury. 

June  4,  1788,  the  proprietors  met  ac- 
cording to  adjournment ;  accepted  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  make 
roads  ;  allowed  their  accounts,  and  assessed 
an  additional  t^ix  of  19s.  per  right  for  the 
construction  of  roads. 

The  next  proprietors'  meeting  was  held, 
on  due  warning,  at  Montpelier,  Aug.  28, 
1792,  of  ^Yhich  Clark  Stevens  was  mod- 
erator, and  David  Wing,  Jr.,  clerk — both 
of  Montpelier.  The  meeting  ordered  the 
fourth  and  last  division  of  lands  to  be 
made  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Jacob 


Davis,  and  adjourned  to  the  second  Tues- 
day of  May,  1793,  at  the  house  of  Col. 
Jacob  Davis,  in  Montpelier. 

May  14,  1793,  the  proprietors  met  as 
per  adjournment,  when  the  fourth  division 
was  accepted  and  allotted  in  70  equal 
parts.  After  allowing  the  accounts  for  the 
same,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
the  (public)  house  of  David  Wing,  Jr.,  in 
Montpelier,  on  the  14th  of  May,  1795. 

The  adjourned  meeting  assembled  at 
the  time  named;  *'and  there  appearing  no 
business  before  the  meeting.  Voted,  that 
this  meeting  be  dissolved."  This  was  the 
last  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  the  land 
all  having  been  allotted,  and  the  town 
I  passed  by  formal  organi/^ation  under  a 
legal  town  government. 

FIRST  SETTLERS. 

According  to  his  agreement  with  the 
proprietors,  made  in  January,  1786,  Col. 
Jacob  Davis  with  a  surveying  party  en- 
tered the  town  that^  year,  and  surveyed  and 
laid  out  tlie  first  division  of  lands,  his  re- 
port having  been  made  in  January,  1787; 
but  this  service  did  not  technically  amount 
to  "  a  settlement,"  although  Col.  Davis 
then  undoubtedly  determined  to  settle  in 
the  town.  In  the  spring  of  the  same  year, 
1786,  previous  to  the  survey  of  the  first  di- 
vision, Joel  Frizzel  entered  upon  the  south- 
west corner  lot  of  the  town,  on  the  farm 
formerly  of  John  Walton,  and  now  of  Col. 
E.  P.  Jewett,  cleared  a  small  part  of  it, 
planted  cor",  erected  a  small  log-house, 
and  resided  in  it  with  his  wife,  a  French 
woman.  This,"  said  Zadock  Thompson, 
"was  the  first  family  in  town."*  In  the 
later  edition,  he  qualified  this,  by  calling  it 
"the  first  attempt  to  settle,"  adding  that 
"the  first  permanent  clearing  and  settle- 
ment was  not  made  till  the  spring  after" — 
that  is,  the  spring  of  178/.  Daniel  P. 
Thompson  concurred  with  this  last  state- 
ment, giving  the  Davises  the  honor  of  first 
"  permanent  settlement,"  and  character- 
izing Frizzel  as  an  occasional  sojourner, 
in  his  caUing  as  trapper  and  hunter,  in  this 
part  of  the  wilderness,  who  "squatted  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  in  the  south-west 

•  Vei  inonl  Gazelleet\  1821. 
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corner  of  the  township.""  The  Davises 
need  no  honor  at  the  expense  of  Frizzel. 
They  certainly  were  the  leading  men  in 
point  of  everything  but  the  mere  date  of 
settlement.  Friz/el  wns  otTicially  recog- 
nized as  a  settler ;  his  pitch  was  confirmed 
to  him :  the  charter  Recognized  him  as  an 
original  proprietor  in  the  right  of  James 
Gamble;  and  in  Jan.  1787,  the  proprietors 
appointed  him  as  one  of  the  committee  to 
lay  out  the  second  and  third  divisions. 
D.  P.  Thompson  conceded  that  he  may 
have  remained  "a  year  or  two  longer" 
after  the  laying  out  of  these  divisions, 
which  would  give  him  a  residence  in  the 
to\\n  of  about  3  years.  The  writer  does 
not  hesitate  to  say.  on  these  grounds,  that 
Joel  Frizzel  was  the  first  actual  settler, 
dating  from  the  spring  of  1786.  Ina  year, 
however,  he  was  followed  b}-  much  more 
enterprising,  energetic  and  valuable  men, 
though  without  their  families  until  17SS. 

May  3,  17S7,  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  with 
his  cousin  Parley  Davis,  and  a  hired  man, 
left  his  family  in  I'rookfield,  taking  one 
horse  and  as  large  a  quantity  of  provisions 
as  could  be  carried,  and  on  that  day 
reached  the  house  of  Seth  Putnam,  in 
Middlesex,  whose  farm  joined  the  lot  in 
Montpelier  which  Frizzel  then  occupied. 
On  the  4th,  Col.  Davis  and  party  cut  a 
bridle-road  from  Putnam's  along  the  bank 
of  the  Winooski  to  a  hunter's  camp  in 
Montpelier,  on  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  Washington  County  jail,  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  Montpelier  village.  The  hunt- 
er's hut  was  a  very  good  one,  well  roofed', 
and  walled  on  three  sides,  and  was  used 
until,  in  8  or  10  days,  a  substantial  log- 
house,  32  by  16  feet,  was  constructed  and 
occupied.  At  this  time  two  sons  of  Col. 
Davis  had  reached  the  camp,  Jacob,  junior, 
aged  19,  and  Thomas',  aged  15  years.  The 
party  immedic-^tely  made  an  onslaught  on 
the  magnificent  maple  forest  then  stand- 
ing, and  cleared  the  land  now  bounded  by 
Court  street  on  the  North,  North  Branch 
on  the  East,  the  Winooski  on  the  South, 
and  the  State  House  and  depot  grounds  on  j 
the  West.  This  was  the  first  occupancy 
of  Montpelier  village  with  an  intention  to 
•  setde  permanently.    This  land  was  cleared 


in  time  to  plant  it  with  corn,  of  which  a 
good  crop  was  realized  :  and  early  in  June, 
Col.  Davis  left  to  attend  the  proprietors'" 
meeting  at  Arlington  on  the  nth,  and 
Parley  Davis  proceeded  to  survey  and  lo- 
cate on  a  lot  of  about  300  acres  at  the 
centre  of  the  tO'.'^n,  which  became  his 
home  for  a  long  and  honorable  life. 

The  work  of  clearing  the  land  was  con- 
tinued during  the  summer,  and  embraced 
most  of  the  meadow  land  between  the 
hills  and  the  Winooski  as  far  west  as  the 
knoll  on  which  the  Parson  Wright  house 
stands,  p.ow  occupied  by  the  widow  of  the 
first  pastor's  son,  the  late  Jonatiian  Ed- 
wards Wright.  This  included  the  meadow 
land  south  of  State  House  hill  and  west  of 
North  Branch,  being  nearly  50  acres. 
Thompson  stated,  oi)  the  authority  of  sur- 
viving contemporaries,  that  Col.  Davis 
alone  felled,  trimmed  out  and  cut  into  log- 
ging lengths,  an  acre  of  forest  of  average 
growth  per  day,  and  continued  at  this  rate 
for  several  successive  days.  There  was 
time  then  in  that  season  for  other  work, 
and  it  was  vigorously  used.  Col.  and 
Parley  Davis  having  been  appointed  in 
June,  a  committee  to  lay  out  and  construct 
necessary  roads,  this  work  was  entered 
upon  at  once.  The  first  road  constructed 
was  from  the  Union  tlouse  bridge,  now 
the  entrance  to  School  street,  skirting  the 
hill  nearh  on  the  present  line  of  Courtand 
High  streets  to  the  Winooski  at  the  Parson 
Wright  place,  and  then  following  the  river, 
substantially  as  the  highway  still  does,  to 
Middlesex  line.  The  second  road  cut  out 
by  the  Davises  was  in  Berlin,  being  the 
present  road  from  near  the  crest  of  Berlin 
hill,  passing  on  the  east  side  through  the 
Andrew  Cummings  farm  to  the  Winooski, 
and  then  following  the  river  to  the  Gas 
works,  where  the  stream  was  fordable,  ex- 
cept in  high  water.  This  intersected  a 
road,  or  more  properly  path,  which  had 
been  opened  through  Berlin  to  the  mouth 
of  Dog  river,  and  thus  made  a  shorter  route 
from  the  older  eastern  towns  to  Montpelier. 
j  Over  this  road,  in  fact,  most  of  the  early 
!  settlers  in  Montpelier  came. 

The  food  of  the  sturdy  foresters  during 
the   summer  and  autumn  of  1787,  was 
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mainly  of  the  fish  of  the  streams  and  the 
*;ame  of  the  woods ;  but  these  were  of  tlie 
best.  The  streams  were  full  of  troul,  some 
of  them  weighing  5  pounds  ;  and  the  woods 
with  wild  game,  such  as  moose,  bears  in 
abundance,  deer,  partridges,  etc.,  and 
these,  with  the  few  condiments  brought 
in  by  the  party,  vegetables  and  corn  of 
the  summer's  growth,  and  a  little  flour 
from  the  older  settlements,  furnished  bills 
of  fare  tempting  even  to  gourmands,  and 
were  amply  sufficient  for  the  pioneers  of  the 
settlement.  All  their  work  that  year  was 
preparatory  for  settlement.  The  log-house 
was  not  furnished  with  cellar,  floor,  oven 
and  chimney  until  autumn,  and  then,  hav- 
ing secured  tlie  fruits  of  the  first  harvest, 
Col.  Davis  returned  with  his  sons  to 
IJrookneld,  to  prej^are  his  family  for  mov- 
ing into  the  new  town  and  the  new  house 
with  the  firsi  sufficient  fall  of  snow. 

The  family  consisted  of  Col.  Davis  and 
wife,  two  sons,  and  four  daughters.  The 
sons  have  already  been  named.  The 
daughters  were  Rebecca,  who  became  wife 
of  Hon.  Cornelius  Lynde  of  Williamstown  ; 
Hannah,  wife  of  Hon.  David  Wing,  Jr., 
of  iMontpelier,  Secretary  of  State;  Polly, 
wife  of  Capt.  Thomas  West  of  Montpelier  ; 
and  Lucy,  wife  of  Capt.  Timothy  Hubbard 
of  Montpelier.  Another  daughter  was  born 
in  Montpelier. 

Near  the  close  of  December,  1787,  Col, 
Davis  dispatched  his  sons  Jacob  and  Thom- 
as, with  their  sisters  Rebecca  and  Polly — 
all  that  could  be  carried  at  once — to  Mont- 
pelier, intending  to  complete  the  removal 
of  the  family  by  a  second  journey  of  the 
team,  with  which  Jacob  Davis  returned  to 
Brookfield.  But  a  series  of  heavy  snov,-- 
storms  made  the  journey  impracticable ; 
and  thus  the  lad  Thomas  and  the  two  girls 
were  the  only  tenants  of  the  new  homestead 
until  March.  ,  "Not  another  human  face," 
said  Thompson,  "made  its  appearance  at 
this  lonely,  snow-hedged  and  forest-girt 
cabin."  Most  welcome  then  was  the  ad- 
vent of  the  remainder  of  the  family  in 
,March,  17S8. 

FIRST  THINGS. 

The  summer  work  of  178S comprised  the, 
tilling  of  the  ground  previously  cleared  ;  the 


clearing  of  the  remainder  of  the  meadovv 
to  the  Parson  Wright  place,  and  part  of 
that  east  of  North  Branch,  now  occupied 
by  Main  Street ;  extending  the  clearing  on 
the  west  side  to  the  falls  on  which  now 
stand  the  works  of  Lane,  Pitkin  «^  Brock  ; 
and  the  erection  of  the  first  dam  and  saw- 
mill on  those  falls. 

During  the  next  summer,  1789,  Col. 
Davis  erected  the  first  grist-mill  on  the 
falls  of  North  Branch  ;  and  thus  prepara- 
tions were  niade  to  tempt  nev/  settlers  with 
facilities  for  the  erection  of  dwellings  and 
converting  the  crops  of  corn  and  grain  in 
the  neighborhood  into  bread-stufis. 

Sept.  22.  the  first  birtli  in  town  oc- 
curred, being  that  of  Clarissa  Davis,  young- 
est daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  and  wife 
of  Hon.  George  Worthington  of  Montpe- 
lier. 

Col.  Davis  employed  all  the  men  whose 
services  could  be  commanded,  his  house 
of  course  being  head-quarters,  and  more- 
over serving  as  hotel  for  all  visitors.  A 
larger  house  was  a  necessity ;  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  summer  of  1790,  the  Colonel 
erected  a  large  house,  of  two  stories,  with 
four  spacious  rooms  in  each  story,  and  an 
attic  tliat  served  on  occasions  as  a  welcome 
dormitory.  This  was  the  first  completed 
frame  house  in  Montpelier.  After  Col. 
Davis  left  it,  this  dwelling  became  the  first 
County  jail-house,  and  was  such  until  1858, 
when  it  was  removed  to  another  part  of 
Elm  Street,  where  it  is  still  used  as  a  dwell- 
ing-house. A  frame  for  a  house  had  been 
erected  a  few  days  before  Col.  Davis's,  but 
the  house  was  not  completed  so  soon  as 
his.  It  was  on  the  hill  one  mile  north- 
east of  the  village,  and  was  long  know^n  as 
the  vSilloway  house,- though  it  was  built  by 
James  Hawkins,  .the  first  blacksmith  in 
Montpelier,  and  finished  in  1791.  About 
the  same  time  Hawkins  also  built  tb.e  third 
frame  house,  in  which  the  first  store  was 
opened  by  Dr.  Frye,  in  1791.  This  house 
stood  until  1873,  ^^as  the  first  dwelling- 
house  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
nearest  to  the  Arch  Bridge.  Tlicse  v.ere 
quickly  succeeded,  all  built  by  the  ener- 
getic Hawkins,  by  the  first  Union  House, 
which  was  the  hotel  kept  by  Houghton,- 
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Tufts,  Cotlrill  (before  taking  the  I'avilion,) 
Lamb,  Mann,  and  others  in  our  remem- 
brance, and  was  burnt  in  183$;  and  the 
Cadwell  house,  near  the  junction  of  Main 
and  State  Streets,  once  the  finest  residence 
in  the  village,  and  the  favorite  boarding- 
place  of  governors  and  other  dignitaries, 
the  wreck  of  Mhich  still  stands,  to  the  re- 
gret of  many  who  would  have  so  eligible  a 
location  for  business  purposes  worthily 
improved. 

The  first  wagon  was  brought  into  town 
in  1789,  from  Vergennes,  by  Thomas  Da- 
vis, who  had  to  cut  much  of  his  way  from 
Williston  to  Montpelier,  and  scale  "Rock 
Bridge,"  in  Moretown,  by  an  ingenious 
picee  of  engineering,  which  is  fully  de- 
scribed by  Thompson. 

The  first  notable  stranger  in  Montpelier 
was  Prince  Edward  of  England,  Duke  of 
Kent,  son  of  George  IIL  and  father  of 
Queen  Victoria.  He  was  the  guest  of  Col. 
Davis  for  a  night  in  the  winter  of  I790-'9I, 
coming  with  an  armed  retinue  of  20  men, 
to  defend  him  from  violence,  and  serve  as 
"tasters''  to  try  his  food  and  save  him  from 
poison.  Col.  Davis  so  far  assured  the 
prince  of  personal  safety,  that  he  consent- 
ed to  dismiss  most  of  his  attendants,  who 
returned  to  Montreal,  and  the  prince  con- 
tinued his  journey  to  Boston  in  a  more 
modest  and  sensible  style.  * 

The  first  male  child  born  in  town  was 
James,  son  of  Solomon  Dodge,  April  5, 
1790.  The  first  marriage  recorded  is  that 
of  Jacob  Davis  Jr.  of  Montpelier  and  Caty 
Taplin  of  Berlin,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  the  lather  of  the  bride,  John 
Taplin  Esq.,  Oct.  3,  1791. 

The  first  school  was  kept  in  a  log  house 
on  the  river  near  Middlesex  line,  by  Jacob 
Davis,  jr.,  and  continued  from  about  1789 
to  1 79 1.    In  1 79 1  a  school  was  kept  in 
the  village,  in  Col.  Davis'  house,  by  David 
Wing,  jr.,  who  was  subsequently  Secre-  | 
tary  of  State  ;  and  in  1794,  the  town  was 
divided   into  six   districts,  and  schools  1 
were  regularly  maintained  thereafter.  j 
.The  first  tavern  was  built  for  Col.  Davis  ! 
on  Main  street,  in  1703.    It  was  the  ori^:!-  i 
nal  "  Union  House,"'  on  the  site  of  the  j 

* Thompsoii'ii  Montpelier^ p.h'i.  i 


Unitarian  church.  This  tavern  was  burnt 
in  1835,  rebuilt  and  again  burnt  in  1859, 
and  the  third  Union  house  was  erected  on 
its  present  site.  The  second  tavern, 
known  as  the  "  Hutchins  Tavern,"  and 
afterwards  the  "Shepard  Tavern,"'  was 
built  about  1800,  opposite  the  entrance  of 
Barre  to  Main  street.  The  "Pavilion" 
was  built  in  preparation  for  the  Legislatui  e 
in  1808;  it  was  probably  the  finest  hotel 
in  the  State  then,  and  indeed  for  many 
years,  and  had  a  high  reputation,  specially 
under    Thomas    Davis,   and  Mahlon 

COTTRII.L. 

The  first  physician  was  Spaulding  Pierce, 
in  1790;  the  first  lawyer,  Charles  Buckley, 
1797  ;  the  first  minister,  Ziba  Woodworth, 
free  v.'ill  Baptist,  and  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers;  and  the  first  mechanics  were  Col. 
Earned  Lamb,  carpenter  and  mill-wright — 
James  Hawkins,  blacksmith,  David  Tol- 
man,  clothier,  Paul  Knapp,  brick-maker. 

The  first  thanksgiving  day  ob.scrved  in 
the  town  was  Dec.  i ,  1 791 .  The  first  social 
ball  occurred  at  the  house  of  Col.  Davis, 
on  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  Dec.  2; 
and  that  was  succeeded  immediately  by 
the  first  death  noted  in  the  record  of  the 
town — thus  : 

"Theophilus  Wilson  Brooks,  drowned 
Dec.  3d,  1 79 1." 

In  fact,  however,  his  death  was  accom- 
panied by  that  of  his  betrothed,  Miss  Bet- 
sey Hobart,  daughter  of  Capt.  James  Ho- 
bart,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Berlin.  An 
account  of  this  unusually  sorrowtul  event, 
written  two  days  after  and  printed  in  a 
New  York  City  newspaper,  Dec.  31,  1791, 
has  recently  come  into  the  possession  of 
17i€  Vcy/noiit  Historical  Society.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

Extract  of  a  letter  frojn  Montpelier,  {V't.,) 
dated  December  5,  1791. 
A  melancholy  accident  took  place  here 
last  Saturday  morning,  of  which  the  fol- 
i  lowing  is  an  account :    On  Friday,  the  2d 
i  instant,  being  the  day  after  Thanksgiving 
in  this  State,  the  young  people  in  this 
I  neighborhood  assembled  to  spend  the  even- 
!  ing  in  dancing.     Amongst  other^,  two 
I  young  gentlemen  from  this  town  v.ai etc!  on 
[  two  Misses  Hobart,  of  Berlin,  on  the  other 
side  of  Onion  river.    After  having  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  merriment. 
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they  parted  about  two  o'clock  in  themorn- 
ino^'  The  ahove-meutioned  couples  hav- 
ing to  cross  the  river  in  a  canoe,  they  four, 
(together  with  the  ferryman,)  impnidently 
got  in  all  at  once,  and  had  not  got  farfrom 
the  shore  before  the  canoe  overset ;  but  by 
the  exertions  of  the  ferryman,  they  righted 
her,  and  he,  together  with  a  Mr.  Putnam, 
one  of  the  young  gentlemen,  and  one  of 
the  girls,  got  in  :  but  in  helping  the  other 
girl  in,  they  unfortunately  overset  the  sec- 
ond time.  They  then  endeavored  for  the 
shore.  Mr.  Putnam,  at  the  dangerof  his  life, 
swam  ashore  with  the  younger  Miss  Ho- 
bart  under  his  arm  ;  but  were  both  of  them 
so  far  chilled  as  to  be  unable  to  stand, 
having  swam  more  than  forty  rods,  as  the 
water  was  high  and  the  current  swift,  be- 
fore they  reached  the  shore.  The  ferry- 
man got  ashore  by  the  help  of  the  canoe ; 
the  other  couple  perished  in  the  water. 
The  young  gentleman  drowned  is  Mr.  The- 
ophilus  Wilson  Brooks,  son  of  Deacon 
Jirooks,  of  Ashford,  Connecticut,  a  val- 
uable young  man,  aged  25.  The  young 
woman  is  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Hobart,  of 
Berlin,  an  amiable  young  woman,  about 
twent)'  years  of  age.  The  body  of  the 
young  woman  was  found  about  a  mile  be- 
low, yesterday  morning.  Mr.  Brooks  is 
not  yet  found. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  this  connection,  the  vital  statistics  of 
the  town  in  its  earliest  years  may  as  well 
be  stated.  P>om  the  settlement  of  the 
first  family  in  the  spring  of  17S6  to  the 
summer  of  1799 — "lore  than  13  years — the 
number  of  deaths  recorded  was  16.  Of 
these,  3  were  accidental,  and  9  of  diseases 
incident  to  infants  and  children ;  and  of 
tlie  4  remaining,  adult  cases,  2  were  of 
consumption,  i  of  fever,  and  i  of  a  disease 
unknown.  The  number  of  births  in  the 
same  period  is  stated  by  Thompson  at  130. 
The  population  in  1791  was  113,  and  in 
1800,  890 — Thompson's  estimated  average 
for  the  whole  time,  400.  The  rate  of  deaths 
w^as  therefore  less  than  per  annum,  and 
thiC  percentage' five-sixteenths  of  i  percent, 
per  100  of  population.  The  registration 
report  states  the  percentage  of  deaths  in 
the  whole  State  to  population,  in  1858,  to 
be  1.14,  which  is  more  than  three  times 
greater  than  in  Montpelier  for  the  first  13 
years.  The  rate  of  births  in  Montpelier 
was  I  to  every  40  persons ;  whereas  in  the 
State,  in  1838,  the  rate  was  only  i  to 


ev(;ry  49  persons.  The  difi'erence  between 
the  town  and  the  State  in  the  proportion  of 
births  to  deaths  is  most  remarkable  ;  in 
the  town  the  births  being  more  than  eight 
times  the  number  of  deaths,  while  in  the 
State,  the  number  of  births,  in  1S5S,  \^as 
less  than  twice  the  number  of  deaths.  It 
certainly  must  be  conceded  that  .Montpel- 
ier was,  at  the  start,  a  remarkably  fruitful 
and  healthy  town.  This  is  presumed  to 
be  true  of  nearly  all  Vermont  towns  at  the 
first  settlement — of  all  tliat  were  not  ex- 
posed, by  their  location,  to  peculiar  mala- 
rial influences,  f^ew  but  hardy  and  en- 
ergetic men  and  women  would  brave  the 
perils  and  hardships  of  frontier  life,  and 
tlie  labor  of  converting  pathless  forests 
into  habitable,  traversable  and  tillable 
fields :  and  such  people  are  proof  against 
most  diseases. 

l^hompson  stated  other  striking  facts  as 
to  the  health  of  the  village  of  Montpelier, 
in  his  chapter  on  epidemics,  which  we 
Cjuote  nearly  in  full.  The  records  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Wright,  noted  by  Thompson,  were 
undoubtedly  more  complete  than  the  town 
records.  The  good  parson  was,  from  re- 
ligious principle,  as  well  as  from  strong 
sympathy,  a  visitor  to  the  bedside  of  all 
the  sick  and  dying,  and  his  parish  then 
included  the  entire  village. 

EPIDEMICS. 
YHOil  D.  P.  TilOJIPSON'S  HISTOKV. 

Endemics  we  have  none.  From  first  to 
last  no  diseases  have  made  their  appear- 
ance in  town  which  could  be  discovered  to 
be  peculiar  to  the  place,  or  to  have  been 
generated  by  any  standing  local  causes. 
Of  epidemics,  ^lontpelier  has  had  its 
share,  but  still  a  light  share  compared,  as 
we  believe,  with  a  majority  of  the  towns 
in  the  State,  only  four  deserving  the  name 
having  occurred  from  the  first  settlement 
of  the  town  to  the  present  day. 

l"he  first  of  these  was  the  dysentery, 
which   fatally  prevailed   throughout  the 
town,  in  common  with  most  other  towns 
^  in  Vermont,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of 
I  1802.    The  victims  in  Montpelier  were  : 
:  Mrs.  Sophia  Watrous,  wife  of  Erastus  Wat- 
'  reus,  Esq. ;  Erastus  Hubbard,  a  younger 
I  brother  of  Timothy  Hubbard  ;  John  Wig- 
I  gins,  another  young  man,  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  children. 

The  second  epidemic  was  the  typhus 
fever,  which  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
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extent  in  the  summer  season  of  1806,  and 
proved  fatal  to  Montpelier's  favorite  and 
most  honored  citizen,  David  Wing,  Jr., 
then  Secretary  of  State.  Luther  Mosely, 
Esq.,  another  vakied  citizen,  also  fell  a 
victim  to  the  same  disease,  together  with 
a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Cutler,  a  girl 
by  the  name  of  Goodale,  and  several 
others. 

The  tliird  epidemic  visiting  the  town 
was  that  fearful  disease  known  by  the 
name  of  spotted  fever,  which,  to  the  gen- 
eral alarm  of  the  inhabitants,  suddenly 
made  its  appearance  in  the  village  in  the 
winter  of  181 1.  The  first  victim  was 
Sibyl  Brown,  a  bright  and  beautiful  daugh- 
ter of  Amasa  Brown,  of  the  age  of  nine 
years,  who,  on  Saturday.  Jan.  2d,  was  in 
school,  on  the  evening  of  that  day  sliding 
with  her  mates  on  the  ice,  and  the  next 
morning  a  corpse.  The  wife  of  Aaron 
Griswold,  and  d;e  first  wife  of  Jonathan 
Shepard,  were  next,  and  as  suddenly  de- 
stroyed by  this  terrible  epidemic,  which 
Rtmck  and  swept  over  the  village,  to  which 
it  was  mostly  confined,  like  the  blast  of  the 
simoom,  an.d  was  gone.  There  were  over 
70  cases  in  this  village,  and,  strange  to 
tell,  but  three  deaths  of  the  disease,  which 
at  the  same  time  was  nearly  decimating 
the  then  400  inhabitants  of  Moretown, and 
sweeping  off  60  01  70  of  the  2,000  inhab- 
itants of  Woodstock.  The  chief  remedy 
relied  on  here  was  the  prompt  use  -  of  the 
hot  bath,  made  of  a  hasty  decoction  of 
hemlock  boughs  ;  and  the  pine-board  bath- 
ing vessel,  made  in  the  shape  of  a  coffin, 
was  daily  seen,  during  the  height  of  the 
disease,  in  the  streets,  borne  on  ths  shoul- 
ders of  men,  rapidly  moving  from  house  to 
house,  to  serve  in  turn  the  multiplying 
victims.  So  strange  and  unexpected  were 
the  attacks,  and  so  sudden  and  terrible 
were  often  the  fatal  terminations  of  the 
disease,  that  it  was  likened  to  the  Plague 
of  the  Old  World.  Some  of  its  types,  in- 
deed, so  closely  resembled  the  Plague,  as 
well  to  justify  men  in  deeming  them  one 
and  the  same  disorder.  A  bright  red  spot, 
attended  with  acute  pain  in  some  in- 
stances, appeared  in  one  of  the  limbs  of 
the  unwarned  victim,  and,  like  the  old 
Plague  spot,  spread,  struck  to  the  vitals 
and  caused  his  death  in  a  few  hours.  In 
other  instances,  a  sort  of  congestion  of  the 
blood,  or  silent  paralysis  of  all  the  fimc- 
tions  of  the  hfe,  stole  unawares  over  the 
system  of  the  patient,  his  pulse  faltered 
and  nearly  stopped,  even  before  he  dream- 
ed of  the  approach  of  the  insidious  de- 
stroyer. The  late  worthy  Dr.  James  Spald- 
ing once  told  us,  that  he  was  the  student 
of  an  eminent  physician,  in  Alstead,  N.  H,, 
when  the  epidemic  visited  that  place,  that 


he  frequently  went  the  rounds  with  his  in- 
stmctor  in  his  visits  to  his  patients,  and 
that  on  one  of  these  occasions  they  made 
a  friendly  call  on  a  family  in  supposed 
good  health,  when  tlie  master  of  the  house 
congratulated  himself  on  the  prospect  that 
lie  and  his  young  family  were  about  to  es- 
cape the  disease  which  had  been  cutting 
down  so  many  others.  Something,  how- 
ever, in  the  appearance  of  one  or  two  of  the 
apparently  healthy  group  of  children  present 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  old  Doctor, 
he  fell  to  examining  their  pulses,  when  in 
two  of  them  he  found  the  pulse  so  feeble 
as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible  ;  but  keeping 
his  apprehensions  to  himself,  he  made 
some  general  prescriptions  for  all  the 
children,  and  left,  hoping  his  fears  would 
not  ])C  realized.  Within  three  days  both, 
of  those  children  were  buried  in  one  grave. 
The  phy  sicians  who  had  charge  of  these 
cases  in  Montpelier  were  Dr.  Lamb,  Dr. 
N.  B.  Spalding.  Dr.  Woodbury,  and  Dr. 
Lewis,  of  Moretown.  Volumes  have  been 
wrillen  on  tht«>causes  of  this  and  similar 
epidemics,  and  yet  to  this  day  the  subject 
is  involved  in  clouds  of  mystery. 

The  fourth  epidemic  followed  soon  after 
the  last,  and  in  some  instances,  assumed 
some  of  its  peculiar  types.  This  occurred 
in  the  winter  of  1S13.  and  was  here  gen- 
erally called  the  typhus  fever,  though  it 
partook  more  of  the  characteristics  of  per- 
ipneurnony,  or  lung  fever,  being  the  same 
disease  v/hich  first  broke  out  the  fall  be- 
fore, among  the  U.  S.  troops  at  l:>urling- 
ton,  and  by  the  following  mid-winter  had 
become  a  destructive  epidem.ic  in  nearly 
every  town  in  the  State,  carrying  off,  ac- 
cording to  the  statistics  of  Dr.  Gallup, 
more  than  6,000  persons,  or  one  to  every 
40  of  its  whole  population.  In  this  whole 
town,  during  the  year  1813,  the  number  of 
deaths — most  of  whicli  were  of  this  dis- 
ease— was  78,  among  which  were  those  of 
Capt.  N.  Doty,  R.  Wakefield,  C.  Hamblin 
and  others,  in  the  prime  of  life.  This  great 
number  of  deaths  in  one  year  was,  be}  ond 
all  comparison,  greater  than  ever  occurred 
before,  or  has  ever  occurred  since,  it  is  be- 
lieved, in  proportion  to  the  population, 
which  was  then  about  2,000 ;  while  the  av- 
erage number  of  deaths  in  town  per  year, 
about  that  period,  was,  as  near  as  can  now 
be  ascertained,  but  a  little  over  20,  and  of 
course  but  little  more  than  one  death  in 
100.  In  the  village,  according  to  records 
left  by  the  Rev.  Chester  Wright,  the  av- 
erage number  of  deaths  for  the  five  years 
preceding  18 13  was  but  four  per  year, 
which  must  have  been  considerably  less 
than  one  to  100  yearly.  This  seems  to  be 
confirmed  by  another  record  left  by  Mr. 
Wright,  of  the  number  of  deaths  occurring 
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each  year  in  tlie  village  for  the  14  years 
succeeding  18 16,  by  \Yhich  it  appears  that 
the  average  number  of  deaths  in  the  vil- 
lage, during  that  whole  period,  was  but  10 
yearly,  while  the  population  during  the 
last-named  period  increased  from  nearly 
1,000  in  1816  to  nearly  2.000  in  1830;  so 
tliat  the  rate  of  mortality  during  the  whole 
19  years,  of  which  we  have  given  the  ap- 
proximate statistics,  was,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  18 14,  always  greatly  less  than  one 
to  every  100  inhabitants  ;  all  going  to  con- 
firm what  we  have  before  stated  respecting 
the  peculiar  healthiness  of  the  location  of 
our  town,  and  especially  of  our  village, 
from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present  day. 

Xddcc's  of  Proprietors^  .\[eeii)>irs,  of  taxes, 
and  of  Sales  of  lands  for  Taxes  in  Monl- 
pelier — Compiled  by  Hi'LNKV  Stevens, 
Senior,  from  files  of  the  [  /  /  'indsor'\  Vek- 
MO.NT  Journal  and  the  \_Benningtofi'\ 
V'Ei^MOXT  Gazette.* 

ORGANIZATION  OE  THE  TOWN. 

March  4,  1791,  Jacob  Davis,  Clark 
Stevens  and  Jonathan  Cutler  presented  a 
petition  to  JohnTaplin,  of  Berlin,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  County  of  Orange, 
praying  that  a  warrant  niiglit  be  issued  for 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  to  or- 
ganize the  town.  Though  this  petition 
was  not  legal,  (having  the  signatures  of 
only  three  freeholders,  while  the  statute 
required  four,)  Justice  Taplin  took  no  no- 
tice of  the  defect,  but  issued  a  warrant  "  to 
Clark  Stevens,  one  of  the  principal  inhab- 
itants of  Montpelier,"  requiring  him  to 


*  II  will  he  observed  that  these  legal  nollces  cover  a 
iitiich  larger  amount  ol'  taxes  tlir.n  lliat  given  iu  tlie 
preceding  tfc>ct.  Compilaticns  li.kj  the  nbove,  for 
many  towns,  may  be  found  In  tlie  State  Library,  at 
the  end  of  an  old  volume  of  the  "Windsor  Journal. 

JovmiaJ.  Gaziite. 
Proi>rietor.«5  to  n;eet  Aug  17,  1734,  No.  48  No.  00 
Ditto,  Sept  1-2,  fnol  liolden.l  —  114 
Ditto,  Sept  28, 17S.i.  [not  huldr.-u.l  lOS  117 
Ditto,  -la  Weduesdavof  Jau  173  ;.  118  V>2 
Taxed  Ihi  Sd  per  riiilit.  Jau  'J,  "87,  1S4  190 
Proprietors  to  meet  2d  Tuesday 

of  June,  17S7,  193  203 

Sale  of  lands  for  the  tax  of 'ios  Sd, 

June  12, 17»7,  196  2^13 

Tasotl  £1 9s  4d  by  Ihe  proprietors, 

June  12,1787,  207  212 

Lands  to  be  sold  forsaid  tai-,Oct. 

IG,  17S7,  215  222 

Lands  to  hv  sold  for'towu  tJtx, 

Jau  3,  17&S,  226  2;M 

Taxed  l".»s  6d  ner  ri-'ht  by  the  pro- 

priotor?  [June,""?-^,] 
Lands  to  be  sold  for  said  tax  last 

W'edntsdav  of  Oct,  17SS. 
Taxed  £27  1-Js  .5d  for  the  general 

survev. 

Lands  to  lie  sold  fordo.  Feb  lf.>,"S9. 
Two  penny  tax  to  be  paid  in  \:\- 

bor.  May. -hme  and  Julv. 'iC',  2fX)  Vol.6,  40 
Lands  to^be  sold  lor  tlie  creueral 

survey  tux.  .Marcli  16, 17>:»,  2S9  "   6,  34 

Lands  to  be  sold  for  the  2  penuv 

^,    tax.  June  23.  17!)1.  "        403       8,  49 

*  Joprietors  to  meet  Aug  2S,  17l>2,  4<i5 


2.SS  Vol .  6,  No.  5 
269       fi,  16 


2Tt>  "  6.  24 
2&4     [no  sales.] 


warn  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  meet  at 
the  house  of  Jacob  Davis  on  Tuesday,  the 
29th  day  of  March,  1791,  at  9  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  to  choose  a  moderator,  clerk, 
selectmen,  treasurer,  and  all  other  town 
officers,  and  to  see  if  said  town  will  choose 
some  proper  person  to  reniove  the  pro- 
prietors' records  into  the  town.  This 
warrant  was  dated  March  8,  1791,  and  on 
the  same  day  Mr.  Stevens  posted  his  w^arn- 
ing  in  accordance  with  the  warrant  and 
the  statute.  Pursuant  to  the  warning  a 
meeting  was  holden,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  record : 

First  Town  .Meeting. 

At  a  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Montpelier,  legally  warned  and  mei  at  the 
dwelling-house  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  in  said 
Montpelier,  on  the  29th  day  of  March, 
I  179I'— 

i  Proceeded  to  choose  a  Moderator,  &c. 
!  &c. 

I     1st,  Voted,  and  chose  Col.  Jacob  Davis 
i  Moderator  to  govern  said  meeting, 
j     2nd,  Voted,  and  chose  Ziba  Woodworth 
j  Town  Clerk. 

I  3d,  Voted,  and  chose  James  Hawkiiis  1st 
Select  Man. 

4th,  Voted,  and  chose  James  Taggart  2d 
Select  Man. 

5th,  Voted,  and  chose  Hiram  Peck  3d 
Select  Man. 

6th,  Voted,  and  chose  Jonathan  Cutler 
j  Town  Tieasurer. 

I  7th,  Voted,  and  chose  Parley  Davis  Con- 
I  stable  and  Collector. 

I  Sth,  Voted,  and  chose  Josiah  Hurlburt 
I  Highway  Surveyor. 

j  9th,  Voted,  and  chose  Benj.  I.  Wheeler 
I  Highway  Surveyor. 

loth,  Voted,  and  chose  Solomon  Dodge 
Plighway  Surveyor. 

nth  Voted,  and  chose  Col.  Jacob  Davis 
Lister. 

i2Lh,  Voted,  and  chose  Benj.  I.  Wheel- 
er Lister. 

13th,  Voted,  and  chose  Clark  Stevens 
Lister. 

14th,  Voted,  and  chose  Col.  Jacob  Davis 
Fence  Viewer. 

15th,  Voted  to  adjourn  said  meeting  till 
the  1st  Tuesday  of  September. 

The  aforementioned  officers  were  duly 
I  sworn  and  affirmed  to  the  faithful  discharge 
j  of  their  respective  offices,  _  before  John 
i  Taplin,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said  Coun- 
I  ty. 

Ziba  Woodworth,  Town  Clerk. 
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On  the  record  is  the  following  list  of  vo- 
ters who  took  part  in  the  organization  of 
the  town,  to  which  we  have  added,  when- 
ever possible,  the  region  from  which  these 
original  freemen  of  tjic  town  came. 

Benjamin  I.  Wheeler,  Rehoboth,  Mass. : 
David  Parsons,  Oxford,  now  Charlton, 
Mass.  :  Farley  Davis,  Oxford,  now  Charl- 
ton, Mass.  ;  Ebenezer  Dodge,  Peterbor- 
ough, N.  H.;  Solomon  Dodge,  Peterbor- 
ough, N,  H.;  Nathaniel  IVjk,  Royalston, 
Mass.;  David  Wing,  Rochester,  Mass.; 
Lemuel  Brooks,  Ashford,  Ct. ;  Clark  Ste- 
vens, Rochester,  Mass. ;  Jonathan  Snow, 
Rochester,  Mass.  ;  Hiram  Peck,  Royals- 
ston,  Mass.  ;  James  Hawkins,  James  Tag- 
gart,  John  Templeton  :  Ellsha  Cummins, 
born  in  Sutton,  Mass.  ;  Jonathan  Cutler, 
Charles  McCloud ;  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  Ox- 
ford, now  Charlton,  Mass. ;  Isaac  Putnam  ; 
IVathaniel  Davis,  Oxford,  now  Charlton, 
Mass. ;  Ziba  Woodv.orth,  Bozrah.  Conn.  ; 
Jerathmcl  [B.]  Wheeler,  Rehoboth,  Mass. ; 
Smith  Stevens,  Rochester,  Mass. ;  Charles 
Stevens,  Rochester,  Mass.  ;  Edmund  Doty  ; 
Duncan  Young,  a  Scotchman,  from  Bur- 
go>  ne's  army  ;  P'reeman  West,  New  Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

The  name  of  Josiah  Hurlbiirt  appears  in 
the  list- of  town  ofticers  elected,  and  it  is 
presumed  he  was  a  citizen  of  lawful  age. 
Jacob  Davis,  Jr.,  was  also  of  age  and  a 
citizen  at  that  time.  Thompso)i  states  that 
David  Wing  Jr.  and  Earned  Lamb  were 
then  Freemen  of  the  town,  and  suggests 
that  tljey  may  have  been  absent  on  the  day 
of  the  meciing.  This  would  make  the 
whole  number  known  to  be  freemen  of  the 
town  at  the  organization,  30.  The  total 
population,  by  the  census  taken  that  year, 
was  113,  which  was  small  for  the  number 
of  voters  ;  but  doubtless  several  who  acted 
in  towji  meeting  had  not  then  brought 
their  families  into  town. 

These  names  indicate,  as  the  fact  was, 
that  on  the  organization  of  the  town,  set- 
tlements had. been  made  in  every  quarter 
of  it,  on  the  hiils  and  in  the  river  valleys. 
Even  now  the  farms  of  these  men  are 
easily  recognized,  and  many  are  owned  by 
the  descendants  of  the  original  settlers. 
The  early  occupancy  of  the  town  so  ^en- 
erally  was  doubtless  due  to  the  provision 
in  the  original  charter,  which  required 
"that  each  proprietor,  his  heirs  or  assigns. 


shall  plant  or  cultivate  5  acres  of  land,  and 
build  an  house  at  least  iS  feet  square  on  tlie 
tloor,  or  have  one  family  settled  on  eacli 
respective  right,  within  the  term  of  3  years 
after  the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  ad- 
mit of  a  settlement  with  safety,  on  penalty 
of  the  forfeiture  of  each  respective  right,  or 
share  of  land,  in  said  township,  not  so 
improved  or  settled." 

HABITS  AND  CHARACTER  OF  THE  FIRST 
SETTLERS. 

FKOM  D.  h.  TlloMr'SOX. 

Among  the  whole  list  of  the  27  freemen 
who  joined  in  its  organization  we  t'lnd  but 
one  or  two  who  did  not  become,  not  only 
the  permanent  residents  of  the  town,  ])\i't 
the  permanent  owners  ol  the  farms  they 
lirst  purchased  and  improved  for  their 
homes.  And  in  looking,  now,  over  that 
ever  to  be  honored  roll  of  men,  then  all 
farmers,  consisting  of  the  Wheelers,  the 
L')avises,  the  Temj^letons,  the  Putna'v.s. 
the  Stevenses,  the  Cumminses,  etc.,  and 
then  glancing  over  the  town,  we  can 
scarcely  find  one  of  the  original  homesteads 
of  all  those  thus  settling  which  is  not  still 
in  the  possession  of  some  one  of  their  de- 
scendants. This  fact  alone  speaks  vol- 
umes in  praise  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  It  speaks  in  such  praise,  be- 
cause it  presupposes  and  proves  the  ex- 
istence, in  them,  of  that  invaluable  combi- 
nation of  traits  of  character  which  can 
alone  ensure  full  success  in  building  up  an 
abidingl}-  thrifty  town,  and  a  well-ordered 
and  respectable  connnunity — the  resolu- 
tion and  ph)  sical  endurance  necessary  for 
subduing  the  forests,  the  frugality  and 
economy  in  living  required  for  retaining 
and  increasing  the  amount  of  their  hard 
earnings,  and  the  foresight  and  general 
cajDacity  for  business  indispensaljle  for  ilie 
successful  management  of  their  acquisi- 
tions. 

That  the  first  inhabitants  of  Moutpelier 
were  generally  men  of  great  physical 
powers,  resolution  and  stability  of  pur- 
pose, and  that  they  applied  their  energies 
of  body  and  mind  to  the  best  eftect.  in 
clearing  up  and  improving  their  townsliip, 
may  be  well  enough  seen  in  the  pictures 
we  have  already  drawn  of  the  first  years  ot 
the  settlement,  but  more  certainly  so  in 
the  noble  results  of  their  exertions,  which, 
after  20  years,  stood  developed  in  their 
individual  thrift,  in  their  aggregate  wealth 
and  pecuniary  indeixmdence. 

But  those  results  were  notbrougiUaljout 
by  hard  labor  alone.  Strict  fing.iiity  in 
living  lent  its  scarcely  less  imporiant  uid 
in  the  work.    Nature  has  but  few  wants  ; 
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and  these  settlers  and  their  famih'es  seem 
to  have  been  well  content  to  put  up  with 
her  real  requirements.  The  ambition  for 
display  in  dress,  equippage  and  costly 
buildinofs  wiis  a  forbidden,  and  an  almost 


purchase  might  be  perhaps,  after  all,  quite 
a  pardonable  act." 

Ribbons  and  laces  were  not  worn  nor 
possessed  by  the  women  ;  and  the  wearing 
of  bonnets,  which  are  thought  to  require 


unknown,  passion  among  them.  And  all  trimmiiigs  made  of  such  materials,  was 
ex[)ectations  of  making  property  without  j  scarcely  more  frequent.  Instead  of  bon- 
work,  or  of  living  on  credit,  were  ideas  j  nets,  they  generally  wore  for  head-dress 


which  were  still  more  scouted.  They 
dressed  comfortably  but  very  plainly,  wear- 
ing, for  the  12  or  15  years  of  the  settle- 


when  going  abroad,  the  more  substantial, 
but  no  less  neat  and  tasteful,  small  fur 
hats,  which  were  then  already  being  man- 


ment  at  least,  scarcely  anything  but  what  i  ufactured  in  several  of  the  older  towns  in 
was  the  product  of  their  own  looms  and  j  the  State.  And  it  was  not  till  a  merchant 
spinning-wheels.  With  these  implements,  1  had  established  himself  in  town  that  any 
so  necessary  for  the  times,  nearly  every  j  innovation  was  made  in  these  simple  kinds 
household  was  supplied.  The  girls  spun,  !  of  feniale  attire.  Then,  for  the  first  time, 
and  the  mothers  wove,  from  their  own  |  calico  gowns  became  common — the  best 
wool,  the  flannels  to  be  dressed  orpressed  I  qualities  of  which  cost  75  cents  per  yard, 
for  their  best  winter  wear,  and  from  their  j  but  of  so  strong  and  .substantial  a  fabric 
own  flax  the  neat  linen  checks  for  their  I  that  one  of  them  would  outwear  two,  or 
gowns  and  aprons  for  summer.  Then  the  even  three  of  most  of  those  of  the  present 
females  of  th.at  day  made  their  health,  |  day. 

their  husbands' or  fathers' wealth,  and  es- !  The  men  dressed  as  plain,  or  plainer, 
tablished  enduring  habits  of  industry  for  j  Toav  cloth  for  summer,  and  striped  un- 
thcmselves,  as  tliey  were  passing  along  in  I  dressed  woolens  for  winter,  were  thestand- 
their  daily  routine  of  household  employ- [  ing  materials  of  their  ordinary  apparel.* 
ments.  And  who  does  not  see  how  much  j  For  public  occasions,  however,  most  of 
better  it  would  in  reality  be  for  the  health,  i  them  managed  to  obtain  one  dress  each, 
constitutions  and  habits  of  the  females  of  made  of  homespun  woolen,  colored  and 
the  present  day,  if  they  were  com})elled  to  dressed  cloth,  which,  as  they  used  them, 
resort  to  the  same  way  of  clothing  them-  I  were  genendly  good  for  their  lifetimes, 
selves  and  their  fiimilies.  Foreign  man- !  The  fust  "go-to-meeting"' dresses  of  the 
ufactured  goods  were  scarcely  used  at  all  j  boys  were  also,  of  course,  domestic  man- 
for  clothing  during  the  tirst  dozen  years  of,  ufacture,  and  generally  of  fustian.  A  new 
the  settlement.  The  wives  who  came  into  j  fustian  coat  was  a  great  thing  in  the  eyes 
town  with  their  husbands  might  have  j  of  a  boy  of  fourteen  in  those  days, 
brought  with  them,  perhaps,  their  calico  j  But  as  their  days  of  gallantry  approached, 
gowns  ;  and  it  was  known  that  "  Marm  j  their  ambition  sometimes  soared  to  a  new 
Davis,"  as  that  pattern  of  housewives,  the  j  India  cotton  shirt,  which  then  cost  62 
help-meet  of  Col.  Davis,  was  called,  had  !  cents  per  yard,  {liough  now  not  a  fourth 
brought  with  her  a  silk  gown-  -the  one,  it  |  of  that  amount.  The  men  wore  fur  cai)s 
is  believed,  in  which  she  was  married  ;  but  j  or  felt  hats  for  every-day  use,  but  sonie  of 
it  is  not  known  that  there  were  any  others,  them,  fur  hats  on  public  occasions  ;  and  a 
The  first  silk  dress  that  was  ever  pur- 1  few  of  the  wealthier  class,  especially  if 
chased  and  brought  into  Montpelier  for  ]  they  became  what  was  called  public  char- 
one  of  its  lady  residents  was  one  obtained  1  acters,  bought  themselves  beaver  hats, 
tor  the  wife  of  Judge  David  Wing,  and  j  which  stood  in  about  the  same  relation 
was  tirst  worn  by  her  at  a  meeting  late  in  am.ong  the  outfits  of  the  men  as  did  silk 
1803.  i  gowns  among  those  of  the  women,  such 

"  I  well  remember  when  that  first  silk  ;  hats  at  that  time  costing  $30  each.  But 
gown  made  its  appearance,'"  recently  said  j  this  was  not  so  very  bad  economy  as  might 
an  aged  lady  cotcmporary  of  the  favored  i  be  supposed,  after  all,  since  one  of  the 
possessor  of  the  rare  garment,  to  us  while  j  clear  beaver  hats  of  that  day  would  not 
making  enquire.s  about  such  matters.    "  It  |  only  wear  through  the  lifetime  of  the 
was  a  meeting  held  in  one  of  Col.  Davis'  j  owner,  but  the  lifetime  of  such  of  his  sons 
;      new  barns.    Hannah,  that  is  Mrs.  W^ing,  as  had  the  luck  to  inherit  it. 
I      came  in  with  it  on,  and  made  quite  a  sen-  |     The  ordinary  articles  of  family  food 
I      sation  among  us.  but  being  so  good  a  j  were  corn    and  wheat  bread,  potatoes, 
j      woman,  and  putting  on  no  airs  about  it,  j  peas,  beans  and  garden  vegetables,  pork, 
\      we  did  not  go  to  envying  her.  We  thought  ■  fish  and  wild  game.    Sweet-cake,  as  it  was 
it  e.xtravagant,  to  be  sure  ;  but  as  her  hus-  j  called,  was  rarely  made,  and  pastry  v/as 
band  had  just  been  elected  Secretary  of  j  almost  wholly  unknown.    Indeed,  v/e  liave 
State,  and  migh.t  v.  ish  to  take  her  abroad  i  been  unable  to  learn  that  a  pie  of  any  kind 
with  him,  we  concluded  at  length  that  the  i  was  ever  seen  on  a  table  in  town  till  nearly 
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a  dozen  years  after  it  was  first  settled. 
About  that  time,  however,  one  of  the 
elder  daughters  of  Col.  Davis,  on  noticing 
sonic  fine  pumpkins  that  were  brought  to 
the  house  during  the  harvesting,  conceived 
the  ambitions  idea  of  making  a  mess  of 
pumpkin  pies,  and  obtaining  at  last  the 
reluctant  consent  of  her  mother  to  let  her 
make  the  experiment,  she  made  a  batch 
which  took  to  a  charm  with  the  whole  fam- 
ily and  the  several  visitors  invited  to  par- 
take of  the  novel  repast.  After  this, 
pumpkin  pies  became  a  staple  of  the  tea- 
table  on  all  extra  occasions. 

Laboring  men  who,  in  felling  the  forest, 
logging,  or  boiling  salts,  as  the  first  state 
of  making  potashes  and.  pearls  was  called, 
often  went  considerable  distances  from 
their  homes  to  work,  generally  took  their 
dinners  along  with  them  into  the  woods, 
leaving  the  women  to  take  care  of  the 
cattle   and   everything   requiring  atten- 
tion about  home.    These  dinners  gener- 
ally consisted  of  baked  or  stewed  pork  and 
beans,  and  not  unfrequently  of  only  bread 
and  raw  salt  pork.    Colonel  Davis  always 
used  to  recommend  to  his  laborers  to  eat  j 
their  pork  raw  or  without  any  kind  of 
cooking,   contending   that  it  was  more 
healthy  when  eaten  in  that  way  than  in  any 
other.    Some  of  the  new^  hands  that  had 
been  hired  in  by  the  Colonel  at  last,  how- 
ever, rel.ielled  against  the  practice.  Among 
the  latter  was  Lemuel  Brooks,  the  after- 
wards well-!:nown  Captain  r>rooks,  who 
assured  his  fellow-laborers  one  day,  after 
they  had  been  making  their  dinners  on 
raw    pork,  that   he  was   determined  to  i 
set  his  wits  to  ^vork  and,  see  if  he  could 
not,  by  the  next  noon,  get  up  a  more 
christianlike  dinner.  Accordingly  he  came  |- 
on  the  next  morning  with  gun  and  ammu- 1 
nition,  and  just  before  noon  stepped  off  j 
into  the  neighboring  thickets,  and  shot 
two  or  three  brace  of  partridges,  which,  in 
their  chosen  localities,  were  as  plenty  as 
hens  about  a  farm-house.    And  having 
speedily  plucked  and  dressed  the  birds,  he  i 
suspended  them  by  the  legs  over  a  fire 
struck  and  built  for  the  purpose,  with  a 
thick  slice  of  pork  made  to  hang  directly 
above  each,  so  that  the  salt  gravy  should 
drip  upon  or  into  them,  and  moisten  and  i 
season  them  '\vhile  cooking.    As  soon  as  i 
he  had  thus  prepared  his  meal,  he  hallooed  j 
to  the  men,  and  in  his  usual  jovial  and 
humorous  manner,  bid  them  come  in  and 
partake  of  his     new  invented  dinner  of 
parched  partridges."     And  parched  part- 
ridges thenceforward  became  a  favorite  i 
meal  among  the  uoodrncn  of  the  settle- 1 
ment.  I 

The  out-door  work,  at  the  period  of! 
which  we  have  been  speaking,  was  by  no 


means  all  performed  by  the  male  inhab- 
itants. Wives  and  daughters  considered 
it  no  disparagement  to  go  out  to  work  in 
the  fields,  or  even  into  the  forest,  when- 
ever the  occasion  required  itat  their  hands. 
They  boiled  salts  and  made  maple  sugar  at 
times  in  the  woods,  and  often  in  busy 
seasons,  worked  with  their  husbands,  fath- 
ers or  brothers,  in  making  hay,  harvesting 
gi'ain,  husking  corn  and  digging  potatoes 
in  the  field.  The  wives  and  daughters  of 
the  rich  and  poor  alike  cheerfully  engaged 
in  all  these  out-door  employments,  when 
the  work,  for  want  of  the  necessary  m<de 
help  or  other  circumstances,  seemed  to  in- 
vite their  assistance.  Even  Colonel  Davis, 
whose  family  was  regarded  as  standing  in 
the  first  position  in  society,  could  be  seen 
leading  his  bevy  of  beautiful  daughters 
into  his  fields  to^ull  flax. 

r>ut  fnigality  in  modes  of  dress,  the 
supplies  of  the  table,  and  other  domestic 
arrangements  for  saving  expenses  and  liv- 
ing within  their  means,  did  not  constitute 
the  wliole  of  their  system  of  economy. 
Their  provident  forecast  taught  them  the 
evils  of  debt.  For  they  felt  that  under 
the  depressing  infiuence  of  that  sort  of 
slavery,  they  could  never  enjoy  that  feel- 
ing of  proud  independence  which  they 
carefully  cherished,  and  which  constituted 
the  best  part  of  their  happiness.  They 
rightly  appreciated,  also,  the  bad  moral 
tendencies  of  that  evil,  than  which  scarcely 
nothing-  more  silently  and  surely  tends, 
with  its  numberless  temptations,  to  do 
what  we  otherwise  would  not  do,  to  de- 
base our  best  feelings  and  convictions  as 
men,  and  undermine  our  best  civic  virtues 
as  freemen.  Our  first  settlers,  therefore, 
carefully  avoided  it,  making  their  calcula- 
tions far  ahead  so  to  live,  so  to  purchase, 
and  so  to  enlarge  their  plans  of  improve- 
ment, as  to  keep  out  of  debt,  and  often 
foregoing  the  most  tempting  of  bargains 
rather  than  increase  it. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  estimate  the 
cost  of  living  and  the  profits  of  farming,  as 
well  as .  to  appreciate  the  frugality  of  set- 
tlers, it  will  be  well  to  note  a  few  of  the 
prevailing  prices  of  labor,  stock  and  other 
products  of  the  day,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  few  necessary  articles  which  the  set- 
tlers were  compelled  to  import  for  their 
use  and  consumption  in  living,  or  in  pur- 
suing their  ordinary  avocations. 

PRICES  OF  LAf50R,  STOCK,  EXPORTED 
AND  IMPORTED  ARTICLES. 

The  wages  of  the  best  class  of  laborers 
were-  $9^00  per  month,  and  42  to  50  cents 
for  casual  day's  work. 

The  common  price  of.  wheat  was  67  cts. 
per  bushel ;  Indian  corn,  50 ;  oats,  25 : 
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potatoes,  25;  best  yoke  of  oxen,  $40.00 : 
best  horses,  S50;  best  cows,  ^25  ;  salts  of 
lye,  $4  to  $5  per  cwt.  ;  pork,  in  dressed 
hogs,  $4  to  $6;  beef,  averaging  54. 

Of  articles  imported,  the  prices  were  : 
Eor  rock  salt,  $3  per  bushel;  common, 
52.50;  loaf  sugar,  42  cts.  per  lb.  ;  brown, 
17  to  20  cts.  ;  common  \V.  L  molasses, 
$1.17  per  gallon;  green  tea,  $2  per  lb.; 
poorest  Bohea,  50  cts.  per  lb.  :  nutmegs,  12 
els.  each;  ginger,  34  cts.  per  lb.  :  pepper, 
75  ;  iron  shovels,  51.50  each  ;  broad-cloth, 
$8  to  $10  per  yd.  ;  E.  I.  cotton  cloth,  62 
cts.:  calico,  50  to  75  cts.:  W.  L  rum,  $2 
per  gallon  ;  dry  salt  lish,  11  cts.  per  lb. 

And  yet,  with  these  extremely  low  pri- 
ces for  their  products,  and  enormously 
high  ones  for  their  imported  necessaries, 
the  settlers,  such  was  their  industry  and 
frugality,  steadily  progressed  along  the 
way  to  indei;endence  and  wealth.  But 
though  the  openings  in  the  forest,  rapidly 
increasing  in  extent  and  number,  the  more 
and  more  highly  cultivated  fields,  the  bet- 
ter and  better  filled  barns,  and  the  con- 
stantly multiplying  stock  of  the  barn- 
yards, made  their  yearly  progiess  in  thrift 
clearly  obvious  to  all,  yet  the  ratio  of  that 
progress  can  be  accurately  estimated  only 
from  the  financial  statistics  of  the  town. 
And  for  this  puipose  we  subjoin  the  sev- 
eral grand  lists  of  the  town  from  its  or- 
ganization for  the  next  succeeding  fifteen 
yeais,  or  to  and  including  1807,  all  taken 
yearly  and  on  the  same  plan. 

GRAXD  T.ISTS  OF  MOXTPKLIEU  FROM  1 792 
TO   1806,  INCLUSIVE. 
1792,  $2,141.67;  1793,  $3,075.00;  1794, 

$4,531.67;  1795' ?5.705-S3;  i79<^,  ^7,66o ; 
1797,  ;  1798,^10.963.93;  1799, 

$14,538.75  1800,515,390.93;  1801,  S16,- 
979.77;  1802,  $17,437.13:  1803,  $18,126.- 
99;  1804,  $19,310.91;  1805,  $22,920.55; 
1806,  $25,883.80. 

The  increase  of  the  population  of  the 
town,  in  the  meanwhile,  will  be  seen  by 
the  different  enumerations  of  the  U.  S. 
Census,  the  whole  of  which,  as  we  may 
not  find  a  more  convenient  place  for  them, 
we  will  also  here  insert. 

Censl's  of  the  Town. — By  the  first 
enumeration,  1791,  113;  in  1800,  890; 
1810,  1,877:  1820,  2,308;  1830,  2,985; 
1840,. 3, 725  :  1S50,  .Montpelier,  2.310,  East 
Montpelier.  1,448,  united,  3,758;  i860, 
iMontpelier,  2,411,  East  Monti)cii(jr,  i  ,328, 
united,  3,739:  1S70,  Montpelier, .  3,023, 
East  Montpelier,  1.130,  united,  4,153; 
1880,  Montpelier,  3,219,  Ea.st  Montpelier, 
972,  united,  4. 191 . 

This  statement  stiows  a  steady  increase 
except  in  1S60,  '70  and  '80,  when  East 
.Montpelier  lost  materially.    From  1840  to 


i860  the  old  to'.vn  as  a  whole  was  nearly 
stationary,  while  the  present  town,  or  the 
old  village,  has  constantly  increased. 


Part  II.  History  Sur.sEciuE.vT  to  the 
Orgaxizatiox  of  the  Town. 

The  sti^ictly  civil  history  of  the  town 
from  its  organization  is  that  of  every  town 
in  \'ermont — a  record  of  town  meetings, 
of  roads  laid,  school  districts  established, 
taxes  voted,  cemeteries  provided,  and  lists 
made  of  persons  warned  out  of  town  that 
they  might  not  become  chargeable  to  it  as 
paupers;*  of  elections,  national,  state  and 
town,  and  of  annual  reports  and  returns 
required;  of  intentions  of  marriage,  mar- 
riages, births  and  death.s — very  incom- 
plete. These  fill  volumes,  and  are  of  no 
use  but  for  occasional  reference,  and  in- 
ste.^d  of  these  it  is  dei^medbcst  to  give  con- 
densed statements,  under  different  heads, 
of  what  has  served  to  make  the  town,  and 
most  to  mark  its  history,  mainly  outside  of 
its  official  records, 

POLITICAL  history. 

l/oU's  for  Vrcsidcnt  from  1828  to  j8oo.t 

1828,  John  Ouincy  Adams,  (National 
Republican,)  1S5  ;  Andrew  Jackson,  (Dem- 
ocratic,) 171. 

1832,1  Andrew  Jackson,  (Democratic,) 
284;  Henry  Clay,  (Nat.  Repub.)  163; 
Wm.  Wirt,  (anti-Masonic,)  70. 

1836,  Martin  Van  Buren,  (Democratic,) 
311  ;  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  (Whig,)  246. 

1840,  Martin  \'an  Buren,  (Democratic,) 
348;  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  Whig,)  340; 
scattering  5. 

1844.  James  K.  Polk,  (Democratic,) 
348;  Henry  Clay,  (Whig.)  250;  James  G. 
Birney,  (Abolition,)  55. 
!     1848, §  Zachary  Taylor,  (Whig,)  403; 


•These  lists  contain  the  names  of  tlie  wealtliiest  ;  s 
well  as  ofllie  poorest  citizens,  witii  their  families,  ir- 
respective of  character,  ci^lor  or  condition,  and  were 
inteudeii  to  enihrace  every  person  wlio  at  the  lime 
liad  not  become  efrally  char;reaMe  to  the  town  in  ca.-e 
aid  or  snpport  sliould  he  needed. 

fTlie  first  recorde.l  vote  is  that  of  lS-28.  the  prcsiden- 
rial  electors  liavintj  been  previously  elected  by  tlie 
General  As-euibly. 

t  There  Is  no  record  of  presidential  vote,  and  the 
votes  >;!Vtn  above  were  for  State  otfictirs  tliat  year, 
bein^'  the  nearest  approximation  to  tlie  presidential 
vole. 

§AfaIlof  flie  elections  thus  marke<I  members 
and  oliicei;s  ol  tlie  Legislature  voted  iu  Montpelier. 
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Lewis  Cass,  (Democratic,)  333;  Martin 
Van  Buren,  (Free-Soil,)  249. 

After  the  Division  of  the  To^l'H. 

1S52,  Winfield  Scott,  (Whig,)  3S8 ; 
Franklin  Pierce,  (rjemocratic.)  222  ;  John 
P.  Hale,  (Abolition/)  171. 

i856,§  John  C.  Freemont,  (Republi- 
can,) 726 ;  James  Buchanan,  (Democratic,) 
1 98  ;  scattering,  i. 

i860, §  Abraham  Lincoln,  (Republican,) 
541  ;  Stephen  A.  Douglass,  (Democrat- 
ic,) 180;  Edward  Everett,  (Conservative,) 
3 ;  John  C.  Breckenridge,  (pro-slavery 
Dem.)  2. 

1864,  §  Abraham  Lincoln,  (Republican.) 
664;  Geo..  B.  McClellan,  (Democratic,) 
157- 

1865,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  (Republican,) 
416 ;  Horatio  Seymour.  (Democratic,)  148. 

1872.  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  (Republican,) 
496;  Horace  Greeley,  (Liberal,)  223; 
Charles  O'Connor,  (Democrat,)  3. 

i876,§  Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  (Republi- 
can,) 577  ;  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  (Democrat,) 

1880,  James  A.  Garfield,  (Republican,) 
651  ;W.  S.  Hancock,  (Democrat,)  3S2  ; 
scattering,  2. 

In  ten  of  the  above  elections  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  cast  in  Montpelier  was  for 
the  candidate  elected  ;  in  one  instance  the 
plurality  was  for  the  candidate  elected ;  in 
one  instai'ce  the  plurality  and  in  two  in- 
stances the  majority  was  for  candidates  who 
were  not  elected.  In  10  elections  out  of  14, 
therefore,  the  preference  of  Montpelier 
has  coincided  with  that  of  the  nation : 
four  times  on  the  Democratic  side,  and  six 
times  on  the  Republican  side. 
Votes  for  Governor  from  1792  to  18 So. 

1792,  Thomas  Ciuttenden  24. 

1793,  Thomas  Chittenden  23,  Samuel 
Hitchcock  2,  Parley  Davis  i. 

1794,  Thomas  Chittenden  26,  Elijah 
Paine  25,  Nathaniel  Niles  i. 

1795,  Thomas  Chittenden  27,  Isaac 
Tichcnor  19. 

1796,  Isaac  Tichenor  24,  Thos.  Chitten- 
den 17,  Paul  Brigham  i. 

1797,  Elijah  Paine  22,  Samuel  Hitch- 


cock 6,  David 
Morris  i. 


Wing,  Jr. 


Lewis  R. 


1798-99,  Unanimous  for  Isaac  I'ichenor, 
the  votes  being  47  and  64. 

1800,  Isaac  Tichenor  59,  Paul  Brigham 
2,  Edward  Lamb  i. 
j     1801,  Isaac  Tichenor  51,  Paul  Brigham 
I  I,  Israel  Smith  i. 

j  1802,  Isaac  Tichenor  49,  Israel  Smith 
113,  Joseph  Wing  i. 

I  1803,  Isaac  Tichenor  59,  Jonathan  Rob- 
I  inson  12. 

j  1804,  Isaac  Tichenor  65,  Jona.  Robin- 
I  son  28,  Lewis  R.  Morris  2,  Jonas  Galu- 
! sha  I . 

I     1805,  Isaac  Tichenor  69,  Jona.  Robin- 
■  son  16,  Israel  Smith  i. 
1     1S06,  Isaac  Tichenor  58,  Israel  Smith 
23,  James  Plsk  i. 

i     1S07,  Isaac  Tichenor  68,  Israel  Smith  21 . 
I     1808,  Isaac  Tichenor  117,  Israel  Smith 
!  109;  Wm.  Chamberlain  2. 
i     1809,  Jonas  Galusha  1 55,  Isaac  Tichenor 

I  112,  Paul  Brigham  4,  Charles  Marsh  and 

i 

Edward  Lamb  i  each. 

!  1810,  Jonas  Galusha  147,  Isaac  Tichenor 
j  107,  Paul  Brigham,  Elijah  Paine  and 
i  James  Fisk  i  each. 

181 1,  Jonas  Galusha  150,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden 103,  Paul  lirigham  2,  Wm.  Cham- 
berlain and  Benjamin  Swan  i  each. 

1812,  Jonas  Galusha  163,  Martin  Chit- 
!  tenden  147,  Paul  Brigham  2,  Timothy 
!  Merrill  and  Salvin  Collins  i  each. 

!  1813,  Jonas  Galusha  172,  Martin  Chit- 
{  tenden  150,  Paul  Brigham  and  William 
1  Chamberlain  2  each,  Chauncey  I.angdon  i . 
j  1814,  Jonas  Galusha  163,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden 156,  Wm.  Chamberlain  and  Ed- 
ward Lamb  i  each. 

1815,  Martin  Chittenden  175,  Jonas  Ga- 
lusha 171,  Paul  Brigham  and  Nahum  Kel- 
ton  I  each. 

18 16,  Jonas  Galusha  none,  Sam"l.  Strong 
j  none  ;  number  of  votes  not  recorded. 

!     18 1 7,  Jonas  Galusha  147,  Isaac  Ti '  henor 

j     i8i8-'i9,  Jonas  Galusha  155,  Charles 
I  Marsh  1  ;  same  each  year. 
;     1820,  unanimous  for  Richard  Skinner; 
j  191  votes  Cjist. 

j  1821-22,  Richard  Skinner  172,  Dudley 
Chase  2  ;  same  both  years. 

1823,  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness  145. 
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1824,  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness  126,  Sam- 
uel C.  Crafts  I. 

1825,  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness  227,  Sam- 
uel C.  Crafts  5.  \Vm.  A  Grisuold  i. 

1526,  Ezra  Butler  189,  Lemuel  Whitney 
56,  Joel  Doolittle  2,  Samuel  C.  Crafts  1. 

1527,  PLzra  Butler  359;  opi)osition  vote 
not  published  ;  no  town  record. 

1828,  Samuel  C.  Crafts  187,  Joel  Doo- 
little 2. 

1S29,  Samuel  C.  Crafts  190,  Joel  Doo- 
little 74,  Heman  Allen  1 1 ,  Chauncey  Lang- 
don  2,  Ira  Allen  and  Silas  Crafts  i  each. 

1830,  Samuel  C.  Crafts  181,  Ezra  Meach 
172,  Wm.  A.  Palmer  37. 

1831,  Ezra  Meach  234,  Heman  Allen 
141, Wm.  A.  Palmer  77,  Samuel  C.  Crafts  i . 

1832,  Ezra  Meach  28-j,  Samuel  C.  Crafts 
163,  Wm.  A.  Palmer  70. 

1S33,  John  Rolierts  216,  Wm.  A.  Palmer 
193^  l>.ra  Meach  114,  Horatio  Seymour 
18,  James  Bell  3,  D.  A.  A.  Ikick  i. 

1834,  Wm.  C.  Bradley  347,  Wm.  A. 
Palmer  154,  Horatio  Seymour  118,  Samuel 
C.  Crafts  I. 

1835,  Wm.  C.  Bradley  302,  Charles 
Paine  115,  Wm.  A.  Palmer  52,  Wm.  A. 
Griswold  and  Dudley  Chase  i  each. 

1536,  Wm.  C.  Bradley  375,  Silas  H. 
Jcnnison  28 1,  Wm.  Slade  -i. 

1537,  Wn-5.  C.  Bradley  346,  Silas  H. 
Jtnnison  292. 

1838,  Wm.  C.  Ihadley  3S8,  Silas  H. 
Jennison  3c j. 

1839,  ^'^tli^'ii'^  Smilie  405,  Silas  H.  Jcn- 
nison 340,  Timothy  Goodale  3,  Lyman 
Fitch  I. 

1S40,  Paul  Dillingham,  Jr.,  428,  Silas  H. 
Jennison  3S6,  Solomon  Sias  5,  scatter- 
ings 3- 

1841,  Nathan  Smilie  445,  Charles  Paine 
261,  Titus  Hutchinson  ^43,  Samuel  C. 
Crafts  and  H.  F.  Janes  i  each. 

1842,  Nathan.Smilie  430,  Charles  Paine 
272,  Charles  K.  Williams  22,  C.  B.  Wil- 
liams I, 

1843,  Daniel  Kellogg  404,  John  i\Lat- 
tocks  248,  Charles  K.  Williams  26. 

1S44,  Daniel  Kellogg  420,  Wm.  Slade 
31S,  Wm.  R.  Shafter  70,  scattering  i. 

1845,  Daniel  Kellogg  382,  W^m.  Slade 
23S,  Wm.  R.  Shafter  83,  scattering  2. 


1846,  John  Smith  385,  Horace  Eaton 
269,  Lawrence  Ijrainerd  99, Heman  Allen  2. 

1847,  Paul  Dillingham,  Jr.,  366,  Horace 
Eaton  255,  Lawrence  Brainerd  100,  Dan- 
iel Kellogg  4,  Jedediah  H.  Harris  i. 

1848,  Paul  Dillingham,  Jr.,  376,  Carlos 
Coolidge  258,  Oscar  L.  Shafter  iiS. 

After  the  Division  of  the  Tawn. 

1849,  Carlos  Coolidge  248,?Ioratio  Need- 
ham  248. 

1830,  Charles  K.  Williams  259,  Lucius 
B.  Peck  236,  John  Roberts  12, 

1851,  Charles  K.  William.s  238,  Tim- 
othy P.  Redtield  223,  John  S.  Robinson  14. 

1852,  Erastiis  Fairbanks  242,  John  S. 
Robinson  125,  Lawrence  P>rainerd  89. 

1853,  Erastus  Fairbanks  220,  John  S. 
Robinson  173,  Lawrence  Brainerd  68, 
Stephen  Royce  i . 

1854,  Stephen  Royce  248,  Merritt  Clark 
165,  Lawrence  Brainerd  9,  Wm.  C.  Kit- 
tredge  i. 

I'^SS^  Stephen  Royce  378,  Merritt  Clark 
144,  Wm.  R.  Shafter 3. 

1856,  Ryland  Fletcher  284,  Henry  Keyes 
155,  scattering  4. 

1857,  Ryland  Pletcher  197,  Henry  Keyes 
100,  scattering  2. 

1S58,  Hiland  Hall  236,  Henry  Keyes 
124,  Wm.  R.  Shafter3, 1'hilip  C.  Tucker  i. 

1859,  Hiland  Hail  265,  John  G.  Saxe 
123. 

1860,  Erastus  Fairbanks  326,  John  G. 
Saxe  140,  Robert  Harvey  4. 

1S61,  Andrew  Tracy  199,  Frederick 
Holbrook  14O,  Wm.  R.  Shafter  2,  Hiram 
Atkins  I. 

1862,  Frederick  Ilolbrook  173,  Paul 
Dillingham  [9,  B.  H.Smalley  6,  Levi  Lhi- 
derwood  5,  scattering  4. 

1863,  John  G.  Smith  318,  Timothy  P. 
Redfield  67. 

1864,  John  G.  Smith  399  T.  P.  Red- 
field  97,  scattering  i. 

1865,  Paul  Dillingham  268,  Charles  N. 
Davenport  90. 

1866,  Paul  Dillingham  327,  Charles  N. 
Daveiioort  125. 

1867,  John  B.  Page  28S,  John  L.  Ed- 
wards 112,  B.  Pj,  Smalley  i. 

1868,  John  B.  Page  457,  John  L.  Ed- 
wards 175. 
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1869,  Peter  T.  Wasliburn  301,  Homer 
W.  Heaton  13S. 

1S70,  John  W.  Stewart  322,  Homer  W. 
Heaton  167. 

1872,  Julius  Converse  424,  Abram  }>. 
Gardner  265. 

1874,  Asahel  i'eck  301,  W.  H.  H.  Bing- 
ham 297. 

1876,  Horace  Fairbanks  503,  W.  H.  H. 
Bingham  369,  scattering  i. 

1S78,  Reclfield  Proctor  378,  W.  H.  H. 
Bingham  25S,  scattering  37. 

1880,  Roswell  P  arnham  540,  E.  J.  Phelps 
290,  scattering  i. 

From  the  above  record  it  appears  that 
the  town  was  Federal  in  politics  from  its 
organization  until  1809,  the  year  after  the 
election  of  Mr.  Madison  as  President: 
that  in  1809  and  until  1815  the  Republicans 
of  the  JelTersonian  school  were  in  the  ma- 
jority ;  and  that  in  1815.  the  Federalists 
obtained  a  small  rnajoiity.  The  vote  of 
1S16  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  town  re- 
cords, and  search  has  been  made  for  it  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  but 
without  finding  it.  The  representative 
elected  in  that  year  was  a  Jctlersonian  Re- 
publican, and  in  1817  the  town  was  of  the 
same  politics  by  a  vote  of  two  to  one. 
From  that  period  there  was  no  serious  di- 
vision in  State  politics  for  12  years.  It 
was  "the  era  of  good  feeling,''  following 
the  successful  close  of  the  war  of  181 2  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  the  town 
were,  with  rare  exceptions,  substantially 
unanimous.  On  the  election  of  Gen.  Jack- 
son, a  new  organization  of  two  political 
parties  was  made — known  as  the  National 
Republican  and  the  Democratic  parties — 
and  each  was  composed  of  men  gathered 
from  the  old  Federal  and  Republican  ranks. 
These  were  speedily  followed  by  the  anti- 
masonic  party,  and  the  votes  from  1830  to 
1S35  inclusive,  reveal  the  existence  of  the 
three  parties  in  Montpelier,  and  also  that 
the  Democratic  party  was  in  the  ascendan- 
cy. In  1836  and  until  1841,  there  were 
but  two  parties,  Democratic  and  Whig, 
the  latter  being  in  tliC  minoiity.  In  1841, 
the  anti-slavery  party  was  developed,  and 
three  organized  parties  were  in  existence 
until  the  division  of  the  town  January  i, 


j  1849:  but  in  all  this  period  the  Democrat- 
ic party  was  ascendant,  and  in  fact  elected 
the  town  officers  in  every  year  after  1830 
until  1849.  On  the  governor  vote  in  1848, 
the  old  town  was  exactly  balanced  between 
the  Democrats  on  the  one  side  and  tlie 
Whigs  and  Anti-Slavery  men  on  the  other. 

AFTER  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  TOWN. 

.  In  1849,  the  number  of  parties  was  again 
reduced  to  two,  by  a  fusion  of  the  Demo- 
crats and  Anti-Slavery  men  into  what  was 
called  the  Frecsoil  party,  and  the  town  was 
exactly  tied  on  the  vote  for  Governor,  but 
it  elected  the  first  Wliig  representative  in 
the  person  of  the  late  Jackson  A.  \'ail, 
Esq.,  a  lawyer  and  legislator  of  great  abili- 
ty, From  that  period  until  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  in  1854,  the  Whigs 
uniformly  prevailed,  as  the  Republicans 
have  done  since  1854,  the  election  of  Mar- 
cus D.  Oilman  excepted. 

TOWN   REPRESENTATIVES    FROM    1 792  tO 
1882. 

1792  to  1796,  5  years,  Jacob  Davis; 
1797,  8,  1800,  01,  4  yrs.,  David  Wing,  Jr. ; 
1799,  1802,  Parley  Davis;  1803,  10,  Jo- 
seph Woodworth  ;  1804,  14,  15,  P^dward 
Lamb;  1805  to  1809,  Cyrus  Ware;  iSii, 
12,  Timothy  .Merrill ;  1S13,  Joseph  Howes, 
after  which  for  some  years  he  was  in  the 
military  seivice  of  the  L'liited  States ; 
1816,  17,  18,  20,  29,  Nahum  Kelton;  1819, 
George  Woi  ihington ;  1821,  22,  23,  26, 
Araunah  Waterman;  1824,  5,  Samuel 
Prentiss;  1827,  8,  30,  William  Upham  ; 
1831,  32,  33,  Azel  Spalding;  1S34,  5, 
Wm.  Billings;  1836,  7,  Lucius  B.  Peck; 
1838,  9,  Royal  \Vheeler;  1840,  41,  Jlora- 
tio  N.  Baylies;  1S42,  3,  Addison  Peck; 
1S44,  5,  Jeremiah  T.  Marston ;  1846,  7, 
Charles  Clark;  1S48,  Homer  W.  Heaton. 

REPRESENT.ATIVES  AFTER  THE  DIVISION 
OF  THE  TOWN. 

1849,  50,  Jackson  A.  Vail;  1851,  2, 
Hezekiah  H.  Reed  ;  1853,  Eliakim  P.  Wal- 
ton, recorded  as  E,  P.  Walton  Jr.  ;  1854, 
Abijah  Keith;  1855,  Elisha  P.  Jewett; 
1S56,  7,  Ftrrand  F.  -Merrill;  1858,  59, 
George  W.  Collamer;  i860,  61,  George 
C.  Shepard;  1S62,  3,  Charles  Reed  ;  1864, 
5,  Whitman  G.  Ferrin;  1866,  7,  Joel  Fos- 
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ter.  Jr. ;  1S68,  9,  James  R.  Langclon  ;  1870, 
71,  Joseph  Poland  ;  1S72,  3,  l^crley  P.  Pit- 
kin ;  1874/5,  Marcus  D.  (Oilman;  1876, 
7,  Charles  T.  Sabin ;  1S78,  79,  Hiram  A. 
Huse;  18S0,  8r,  B.  F.  Fifield,— the  six- 
last  for  biennial  sessions. 

CITIZEN'S  OF  MOxNTl'KLIER  WHO  HAVE  HELD 
CIVIL  OFFICES  IN  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Iilcctors  of  President  ayul  I  'ice  -  Presi- 
dt}it — 1836,  Edward  Lamb;  1840,  Joseph 
Reed  ;  1852,  Ezekiel  P.  Walton  ;  1872, 
Elisha  P.  Jcwett.  Augustine  Clark  and 
Wm.  P.  liriggs  also  held  this  office,  but 
previous  to  their  residence  in  Montpelier. 

Soiators  in  Congress — Samuel  Prentiss, 
1831  to  42,  II  years;  William  Upliam, 
1843  to  53,  10  years. 

Members  of  Congress — Lucius  B.  I'eck, 
1S47  to  51,  4  years;  Eliakim  P.  Walton, 
1S57  to  63,  6  years :  Charles  W.  Willard, 
1869  to  75,  6  years. 

i/.  S.  District  Jndge — Samuel  Prentiss, 
1S42  to  56,  14  years, 

U.  S.  District  Attorneys — Lucius  B. 
Peck,  1853  to  57;  B.  Franklin  Fifield, 
1S69  to  1881. 

United  States  Marshal — George  W. 
Barker,  1835  37- 

Clerk  of  U.  S.  Circuit  and  District 
Coif?'ts — Edward  LL  Prentiss,  1S42  to  59, 
17  years. 

Register  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury — Stod- 
dard B.  Colby,  appointed  in  1866,  and 
died  while  in  office. 

Post-Office  Department — Charles  Lyman 
was  ap|X)inted  clerk  in  the  Dead  Letter 
Office  in  1861,  and  is  now  in  that  depart- 
ment ;  also  Miss  Emma  Camp. 

Treasury  Department  and  General  Land 
Office — Llenry  Howes. 

Agents  for  Paying Pensio/is — Azel  Spald- 
ing, Thomas  Reed,'  Jr.,  George  Howes,  i 
Stephen  Thomas*     The  office   was  re- 
moved  to  New  Hampshire  while  Gen. 
Thomas  was  incumbent. 

Collector  of  Internal  Revenue — Joseph 
Poland,  Sept.  1862  to  ALar.  69;  C.  S. 
Dana,  Mar.  iS69to  81  ;  J.  C.  Stearris,  from 
July  I,  1S81. 

In  this  list  might  be  included  the  roll  of  \ 
postmasters,  sundry  inspectors  in  the  rev- 


enue department,  and  the  names  of  a  few 
who  have  been  employed  in  subordinate 
offices  at  Washington,  but  a  correct  list  is 
impracticable. 

CITIZENS  OF  MONTPELIER  WHO'^HAVE  HELD 
CIVIL  OF-FICES  IN  THE  STATE  GOVFIRN- 
-MENT. 

Members  of  the  Council  of  Censors — 
Nicholas  Baylies,  1813;  Joshua  Y.  Vail, 
1820:  Ezekiel  P.  Walton,  1827;  Joseph 
Reed,  1834;  Hezekiah  H.  Reed,  1841  ; 
Joseph  A.  Prentiss,  1862;  Charles  Reed, 
1869. 

Members  of  Constitutional  Convenlions — 
Jacob  Davis,  1793;  Joseph  Plowes,  1814; 
Darius  P]oyden,  1822;  Stephen  Foster, 
1828;  Nahum  Kclton,  1836;  Jeremiah  T. 
Marston,  1843,  i85o;Oramel  H.  Smith, 
1857;  f:iiakim  P.  Walton,  1870. 

Comicillors  previous  to  the  State  Senate 
in  1836 — Nicholas  Baylies,  1814  to  15; 
Georg'e  Worthington,  1827  to  31. 

Stale  Senators — Araunah  Waterman, 
1836-8  ;  Wooster  Spiague,  1S42,  4;  Of- 
am.el  H.  Smith,  1845,  7-  Charles  G.  East- 
man, 1851,3;  Joseph  Poland,  1S58,  60; 
Charles  W.  Willard,  i860,  62;  Roderick 
Richardson,  1862,  64  ;  Charles  Reed,  1S64, 
7  ;  Charles  Dewey,  1S67,  70;  Eliakim  P. 
Walton,  1874  to  1878. 

State  Treasin  ers — Angus  ti ne  Clark  ,1833 
to  37;  John  Spalding,  1841  to  46;  Elisha 
P.  Jewett,  1846;  George  Howes,  1847  to 
53  ;  John  A.  Page,  1853  ;  and  again  elected 
in  1866,  and  is  still  in  office. 

Secretaries  of  State — David  Wing,  Jr., 
1802  to  6;  Timothy  Merrill,  1831  to  36; 
Chauncey  L.  Knapp,  1836  to  41  ;  James 
McM.  Shafter,  1842  to  49;  Ferrand  F. 
Merrill,  1849  to  53;  Daniel  P.  Thompson, 
1853  to  55;  Charles  W.  Willard,  1855  to 
57;  Geo.  W.  Bailey,  Jr.,  1861  to  65. 

Secretary  of  Governor'  and  Council — 
George  B.  Manser,  1832  to  36. 

Secretary  of  Civil  and  Military  Aff airs — 
George  15.  Manser,  1836  to  41. 

Clerks  of  House  of  Representatives — 
Timothy  Merrill,  1822  to  31  ;  Oramel  H. 
Smith, /r*?  tein.,  1835;  P^n  and  F.  Mer- 
rill, 1838  to  49;  George  R.  Thompson, 
18561058. 


35 


274 


yiidi^es  of  tJic  SuprcDic  Court — Samuel 
Prentiss,  1S25  to  29,  and  chief  justice  one 
year;  Nicholas  llaylics,  1S31  to  33;  Isaac 
F.  Redfiekl,  1S36  to  59,  24  years,  and 
chief  justice  S  years;  Asahel  Peck,  circuit 
court  1S51  to  56,  Supreme  Cor.rl,  i860  to 
72,  13  years  ;  1  imotin- P.  Rec'helu,  1872, 
and  is  in  office. 

Judges  of  tJic  County  Court — David 
Wing,  Jr.,  Caledonia  County  Court,  1797- 
1S07,  10  years  :  Cyrus  Ware,  chief  judge  of 
Caledonia  County,  1808  to  1 1  :  Salvin  Col- 
lins, Jetlerson  (now  Washington)  County, 
iSii,  12;  Joseph  Howes,  1S19  to  27; 
Shubael  Wheeler,  1827  to  31  :  John  Spald- 
ing, 1840;  Daniel  r>aldwin,  1846  to  8. 

State's  Attor)iLys — Timothy  Arerrill.  18 1 1 
to  13,  1S15  to  22,  9  years;  Nicholas  Bay- 
lies, 1S13,  14.  25;  Wm.  Upham,  1S29; 
Azel  Spalding,  1S30  to  35;  Homer  W. 
Heaton,  1839,  41,  60,  61  :  Oramel  H. 
Smith,  1842,  43,  44:  Charles  Reed,  1847- 
8;  Stoddard  B.  Colby,  1S50,  51  ;  Ferrand 
F.Merrill,  1S54-56;  Clarence  H.  Pitkin, 
1880,  and  is  now  in  office. 

Judges  of  Probate  Court— \^2.\'k\  Har- 
rington, iSii,  1812;  Salvin  Collins,  1815 
to  1820;  Jeduthan  Loomis,  1820  to  1830; 
Joseph  Reed,  1830  to  1833;  Rawsel  R. 
Keith,  1833  to  1836;  Daniel  P.  Thomj)- 
son,  1837,  38,  39;  George  Worthington, 
1840;  Azel  Spalding,  1842  to  45;  Jacob 
Scott,  1850,  51  ;  Joseph  Poland,  1852,  53  ; 
Nelson  A.  Chase,  1854,  55;  Timothy  R. 
Merrill,  i860  to  70. 

Clerks  of  Supreme  and  County  Courts — 
George  Rich,  iSii  to  19,  and  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court  only,  1819,  20;  Joshua  Y. 
Vail,  clerk  of  County  Court,  1819,  20,  and 
of  both  courts,  1821  to  39,  18  years;  Still- 
man  Churchill,  1839  to  44;  Daniel  P. 
Thompson,  1S44,  45  :  Jackson  A.  Vail, 
1S49;  Shubajel  Wheeler,  1846  to  9,  50  to 
58,  II  years;  Luther  Xewcomb,  1858  to 
77,  19  years:  Melville  E.  Smilie,  from 
1877,  and  still  in  office. 

High  S/itnfs—Gtov^e  Worthington, 
1814;  Rawse!  R.  Keith,  1825  10  32;  Isaiah 
Silver,  1840;  Andrew r^.  Sweet,  1841,  42; 
George  W.  Barker,  1843  to  46;  Addison 
Peck,  1846,  47;  Joseph  W.  Howes,  1849; 


I.  W.  Brown,  1871  ;  John  L.  Tuttle,  1877, 
and  still  in  office. 

BUSINESS  HISTORY. 

From  the  peculiar  location  of  Montpelicr 
village,  in  a  basin  into  which  all  the  main 
roads  converged  through  ri\  er  valleys  from 
the  north  and  the  south,  the  east  and  the 
west,  it  has  from  the  beginning  been  an 
important  business  place,  tempting  to 
merchants  and  professional  men,  and  re- 
paying good  endeavors  with  abundant 
success.  Not  long  before  his  death,  the 
late  venerable  Arthur  Bostwick,  of  Jer- 
icho, informed  the  writer  that  in  his  early 
career  as  *a  business  man,  Montpelicr,  in- 
stead ofhis  nearer  neighbor  Burlington,  was 
the  place  where  he  purchased  his  goods, 
thus  showing  that  Montpelicr  merchants 
found  customers  even  in  the  valley  of  Lake 
Champlain,  as  they  did  also  through  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  State,  and  north  to  Canada 
line.  Burlington  had  the  advantage  in 
trade  for  all  articles  brought  by  water 
from  Canada,  but  not  until  1830,  after  the 
construction  of  the  Champlain  canal,  did 
the  population  of  Ihnlington,  which  is  as- 
sumed as  a  measure  of  business  for  the 
purpose  of  this  comparison,  exceed  that  of 
Montpelicr.  This  is  the  more  remarkable 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  liurlington  is  by 
five  or  six  years  the  older  town,  and  at  the 
outset  in  1791  had  a  population  nearly 
three  times  as  large  as  Montpelicr,  'i'hc 
population  of  the  two  towns  from  1791  to 
1840  was  as  follows  : 

Burlington  1791,332;  1800,  815;  iSfo, 
1690;  1820,2111;  1830,3226;  1840,4271. 

Montpelicr,  1791.  113;  iSoo,  890:  iSio, 
1877;  1820,  2308;  1830,2985;  1840,3725. 

From  1 79 1  to  1820  the  advance  of  Mont- 
pelicr was  the  most  rapid  ;  but  since  the 
opening  of  the  Champlain  canal,  and  the 
railroads,  and  more  recently,  by  the  su])e- 
rior  energy  and  wisdom  of  Burlington  in 
establishing  manufactures  on  a  large  scale, 
the  "Queen  City"  has  far  outstripped  not 
only  Montpelicr  but  all  of  her  neighbors 
i  except  Rutland. 

.ArAM'FACTURIiS. 

Lest  the  above  tribute  to  the  enterprise 
and  sagacity  of  Burlington  be  taken  as  a 
censure  of  Montpelicr,  it  is  necessary  to 
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recall  the  fact  that  in  the  early  history  of 
the  town,  and  for  several  years,  her  busi- 
ness men  were  as  enterprising,  and  even 
as  daring,  in  respect  to  manufactures  as  to 
merchandize.  •  It  was  the  misfortune,  how- 
ever, of  the  most  considerable  enterprises 
to  be  baalked  by  fire  or  flood,  and  of  others 
b\'  changes  in  modes  of  manufacture — as 
of  hats,  ready  made  clothing,  and  machine- 
made  boots  and  shoes, and  household  furni- 
ture, until  at  last  capitalists  were  dissuad- 
ed from  every  adventure  of  the  kind,  and 
have  turned  their  surplus  capital  into  in- 
vestments in  real  estate  abroad,  United 
States  bonds,  in  banking  and  insurance 
companies  at  home.  For  capitalists  mere- 
ly, this  is  perhaps  the  most  prudent  course  ; 
but  foi-  the  town,  for  its  growth  in  popula- 
tion and  business,  it  is  unfortunate.  The 
earliest  necessities  of  the  settlers  of  the 
town  and  vicinity  were  saw-mills,  for  lum- 
ber to  construct  their  dwellii.gs,  and  grist- 
mills to  prepare  materials  for  food  for  man 
and  beast.  These  were  first  provided  on  the 
falls  of  the  North  l)ranch,  and  were  burnt 
in  March,  1826.  Mills  of  each  sort  were 
also  erected  on  the  falls  of  the  Winooski, 
and  the  grist-mill  owned  by  Col.  James  H. 
Langdon  was  destroyed  by  a  flood,  Mar. 
25,  1S26.  This  mill  was  rebuilt  by  Col. 
Langdon,  and  was  subsequently  enlarged 
by  his  son,  James  R.  Langdon,  into  a 
flouring  mill  of  the  tlrst  class,  v/ith  a  capac- 
ity for  2 50  ba.  rels  per  day.  A  profitable  bus- 
ncss  was  done  in  this  mill  for  several  years, 
but  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Mont- 
pciier  Manufacturing  Company  and  is  now 
used  for  other  purposes.  The  saw-mill  on 
the  same  falls  was  burnt  in  Oct.  1834,  was 
rebuilt,  and  is  now  used  by  the  same  compa- 
ny. A  fourth  grist-mill,  erected  by  James 
R.  Langdon,  is  now  owned  and  run  by  Mr. 
E.  W.  Bailey. 

The  strpff?f^5^SK.lance  of  the  production 
of  grain  in  early  days  led  to  another 
species  of  manufacture,  which  would  hardly 
be  tolerated  in  these  days.  In  1805,  a 
distillery  of  spirituous  liquors  was  estab- 
li-->lied,  and  was  run  for  a  few  years,  when 
it  was  converted  into  a  manufactory  of 
earthen  ware,  which  was  continued  until 
stone  and  tin  ware  superseded  earthen. 


'KLIER.  •  275 

In  1824,  another  distillery  was  started,  to 
use  up  surplus  grain  in  store ;  but  in  2 
years  the  grain  was  disposed  of  and  the 
still  was  abandoned. 

Another  necessity  from  the  beginning 
was  tanneries  of  leather,  and  the  first  was 
established  early  in  the  present  century  by 
Elijah  Witherell  and  Silas  Cobb,  which 
has  been  succeeded  by  others.  Thomas 
Dodge,  an  apprentice  to  Witherell,  stole 
his  indentures  of  apprenticeship,  left  his 
employer,  and  started  a  small  establish- 
ment, in  which  Dodge  struggled  a  while, 
and  gave  up  the  business  for  shoemaking. 
Still  another  large  tannery  was  estalilished 
in  later  years,  and  is  now  successfully  run 
by  Peck  &  Johonnott,  and  Peck  &  Cum- 
niings  are  in  the  same  business. 

The  clothing-mill,  as  it  was  called,  or 
mill  for  wool-carding,  fulling,  dyeing  and 
dressing  cloth,  was  another  necessity  when 
the  frugal  and  industrious  housewives  were 
obliged  to  spin  and  weave  their  own  wool. 
Of  these  there  were  two,  which  were  con- 
tinued until  home-made  cloth  gave  way  to 
the  handsomer  productions  of  the  power- 
looms. 

The  most  useful  and  promising  under- 
taking, by  way  of  manufactures,  was  by 
Sylvanus  I>aldwin,  in  the  erection  of  a 
cotton  mill  in  iSio.  From  a  memorial  to 
Congress  in  1832,  signed  by  the  distin- 
guished Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Albert 
Gallatin,  it  appears  that  "as  early  as  the 
"year  1810,  there  were,  north  of  the  Po- 
"  tomac,  50  mills  for  spinning  cotton  in 
*' operation,  and  25  more  that  went  into 
"operation  the  ensuing  year.  The  weav- 
'*  ing  business  had  commenced,  but  was 
"not  so  far  advanced.''  IJaldwin's  cotton 
mill  at  Montpelier  was  therefore  among 
the  first  fifty  in  the  country,  and  moreover 
it  was  among  the  few  that  had  attained  the 
dignity  of  weaving  cotton  yarn  into  sheet- 
ings and  shirtings.  This  was  5  years  be- 
fore the  first  power-loom  in  America  was 
set  in  motion,  (in  1815,)  at  Waltham, 
Mass.  Llaving  established  this  mill,  Mr. 
Baldwin  joined  with  Elislui  Town  in  the 
invention  and  construction  of  a  loom  for 
spinning  flaX  and  silk  by  water-power,  with 
I  a  model  of  which  he  went  to  Europe,  in 
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the  hope  of  winning  a  handsome  premium 
ofTered  for  such  a  machine  by  the  first  Na- 
poleon. This  enterprise  failed  through 
the  miscliances  of  war.  In  Mr.  Baldwin's 
absence,  the  mill  was  loin  successfully  by 
his  brother,  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  on 
whose  authonty  ihis  account  is  given. 
On  the  return  of  the  owner,  the  cotton- 
mill  was  sold  to  David  Harrington,  and  in 
December,  1813,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  first  and  the  last  owner  were  then 
crippled  in  means,  and  this  enterprise  was 
perforce  abandoned. 

At  a  later  date  a  similar  enterprise  was 
undertaken  by  Araunah  Waterman  and 
Seth  Parsons,  about  1S20,  who  erected  a 
large  and  well-appointed  v/oolcn  factory 
for  its  day.  It  was  operated  for  a  time, 
but  that,  too,  was  burned.  Mar.  22,  1826, 
with  the  loss  of  the  life  of  Robert  Patter- 
son, one  of  the  operators,  and  nearly  fatal 
injury  to  Araunah  Waterman  and  Joel 
Mead.  A  second  woolen  factory  was 
built  in  1837-8,  by  Col.  H.  N.  Baylies, 
which  ultimately  was  converted  into  lum- 
ber-works by  A.  W.  Wilder  Co.  Still 
another  woolen  factory  was  built  and  op- 
erated at  West  Montpelier  at  a  recent  date, 
and  this  was  burned. 

Among  the  early  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments was  an  oil-miil,  built  b}'  Col. 
Earned  Lamb,  which  in  18 10  was  con- 
verted intc  the  before-nam.ed  cotton-niiii, 
and  burned.  Another  was  erected  subse- 
quently by  Enos  Styles,  of  Middlesex,  and 
Hubbard  c^-  Jewett,  of  Montpelier,  which 
was  also  burned  in  October,  1834. 

Of  paper-mills  there  have  been  three. 
One  by  Silas  Burbank,  which  was  burned  ; 
one  by  Samuel  Goss  and  John  Reed, 
which  was  also  burned  ;  and  a  third  on  the 
Burbank  site,  which  was  operated  by  Silas 
Goddard  cv;  Bf others,  Augustus  Goss  and 
George W.  Cobb,  E.  P.  Walton  &  Sons, 
and  last  by  A.  M.  &  D.  P.  Squires.  The 
water  of  the  Winooski  was  seriously  in- 
jured for  the  use  of  paper-makers,  by  an 
extraordinary  flood  in  1830,  which  cut 
into  high  clay-banks  in  Barre,  that  now 
contribute  clay  to  the  stream  with  every 
rain.    On  this  account,  as  well  as  the  un- 


reliability of  water-power,  the  manufacture 
of  paper  was  abandoned. 

j     Another  early  and  widely-known  man- 

j  ufacturing  establishment  was  that  of  Eras- 
tus  Watrous  and  George  Worthington, 
hatters,  Tiiey  were  succeeded  by  Luman 
&  Norman  Rublec,  who  continued  in  the 
business  until  the  advent  of  silk  hats  put 

!  an  end  to  the  old  mode  of  manufacture. 

I  Still  another  old  etablishment,  (1816,) 
having  customers  in  two-thirds  of  the  State, 
was  the  boot  and  shoe  manufactory  of 
Silas  C,  French  and  Nehemiah  Harvey, 
which  was  continued  for  a  long  series  of 
years. 

The  making  of  saddles,  harnesses  and 
I  trunks  was  commenced  by  Oliver  Goss  in 
1804,  Henry  Y.  P3arnes  followed  in  1817, 
who  continued  for  many  years.  There 
have  been  several  others  in  ihis  line  of 
business. 

Among  the  earliest  experiments  on  a 
small  scale  was  the  manufacture  of  cut 
I  nails  from  hoop-iron,  by  Joshua  Markham. 
Small  as  was  the  business  compared  with 
that  of  modern  nail  factories,  Markham's 
nails  were  greatly  used  and  highly  appre- 
ciated, bringing  16  cents  per  pound. 

Another  iron  manufacture  was  that  of 
large  screws  for  mills,  and  all  other  pur- 
poses requiring  strong  screws.  This  bus- 
iness was  prosecuted  many  years  in  Mont- 
I  pelier  by  Ellis  Nye,  who  ultimately  went 
j  into  the  employ  of  the  late  Joshua  'I'hwing, 
of  Barre,  iron-founder  and  millwright. 

49  years  ago,  (1832,)  an  iron-foundry 
was  established  by  Alfred  Wainwright, 
which  was  continued  by  sundry  successors 
until  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Lane, 
Pitkin  &  Brock,  and  is  now  a  part  of  their 
works  used  in  the  very  extensive  business 
of  manufacturing  sav.-mill  and  other  ma- 
chinery. 

The  manufacture  of  mill,  factoiy  and 
other  machinery  has  been  prosecuted  by 
Araunah  Waterman ;  Wooster  Sprague, 
v.'hose  works  were  burned  in  October, 
1834;  and  by  Modad  Wright,  at  West 
Montpelier,  who  with  his  son  still  con- 
tinues in  the  business. 

Among  the  manufacturers  of  household 
furniture  were  Thomas  Reed,  Sr. :  C.  &]. 
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Wood  ;  James  Howland  ;  Anson  Davis  ; 
Lyman  Brigi^s,  Samuel  W.  Abbott  &  Co.  ; 
Emeiy  Brown,  and  Abbott  Emery. 
This  is  another  business  which  has  been 
materially  changed,  from  the  complete 
manufacture  from  .  the  lumber,  to  simply 
upholstering  and  other  finish  of  articles 
manufactured  elsewhere,  in  which  E.  N. 
Scovill  is  now  engaged. 

The  manufacture  of  tin-ware,  and  the 
sale  of  stoves,  hardware,  agricultural  im- 
plements, etc.,  in  connection  therewith  in 
several  instances,  has  long  been  an  im- 
portant business.  In  this  class  are  to  be 
reckoned  Chester  W.  Houghton,  and  his 
son  William;  Zenas  Wood:  K.  A.  Webb 
&  Co. ;  Zenas  &  Charles  Wood  ;  Andrew 
A.  Sweet;  ]v/astus  Hubbard;  Dennison 
Dewey ;  Braman  &  Tilden  ;  E.  Scribner, 
Jr. ;  Barrows  »S:  Peck  ;  Bancroft  .S:  Spear, 
and  Geo.  M.  Scribner. 

Without  allusion  to  the  mechanical 
trades,  such  as  are  common  throughout 
the  State,  the  early  history  of  Montpelier 
in  manufactures  may  well  be  concluded  by 
nientioning  an  extraordinary  enterprise  for 
Vermont — the  only  instance — and  that  is, 
boring  through  850  feet  of  solid  rock,  (ex- 
cept occasional  interstices,)  in  an  endeavor 
•to  find  saltwater  and  start  the  manufacture 
of  salt.  The  experiment  was  apparently 
countenanced  by  the  geological  forma- 
tions in  the  neighborhood,  and  about  60 
citizens  d'  the  town  furnished  funds  for 
the  work,  which  was  prosecuted  nearly  10 
years  and  a  half,  at  an  expense  of  $2,100. 
The  intention  was  to  bore  a  well  to  the 
depth  of  1,000  feet,  but  when  850  feet  had 
been  reached,  the  drill  by  some  accident 
became  fastened  so  firmly  that  no  avail- 
able power  could  start  it.  But  for  this  ac- 
cident, the  depth  .  designed  would  have 
been  reached,  and  doubtless  a  much  lower 
depth,  as  men'would  not  have  been  want- 
ing to  carry  on  the  work  for  the  fun  of  it. 
The  attempt  was  certainly  creditable  for 
the  good  intentions  and  enterprise  of 
those  engaged  in  it,  and  it  did  not  dam- 
age tlicir  reputation  for  prudence.  They 
had  no  very  high  expectations,  and  en- 
couraged none  in  others,  as  they  might 
easily  have  clone.     They  swindled  no- 


body in  the  manner  of  the  oil  and  mining 
corporations  of  a  later  day.  They  spent 
their  own  money,  and  were  respected 
rather  than  ridiculed  for  the  biggest  bore 
in  Vermont. 

The  later  important  manufactures  of 
Montpelier  comprise  machinery,  by  Medad 
Wright  &  Son,  West  Montpelier;  saw-  \ 
mill  and  other  machinery,  water-wheels  j 
and  castings,  and  also  brick,  by  I^ne,  Pit- 
kin &  Brock — a  very  extensive,  rapidly 
growing  and  prosperous  business ;  car- 
riages and  sleighs  for  children,  and  other 
business  in  iron  and  lumber  by  the  Mont- 
pelier Manufacturing  Company  ;  and  last, 
lumber  in  the  Pioneer  Manufacturing  Co"s. 

works,  by  Edwin  Lane.  1 

i 

LIST  OF  ATTOKXEVS. 

1).  y.  TIIO.'Mr.-ON'S  LIST  TO  AUGL';>T,  ISW. 

Charles  Bulkley,  Cyrus  Ware,  Samuel 
Prentiss,  Nicholas  })a\lies,  William  L^p- 
ham,  Timothy  Merrill,  J.  Y.  Vail,  Jed- 
uthan  Loomis,  James  Lynde,  Thomas 
Reed,  Azro  Loomis,  Roswell  H.  Knapp, 
H.  PL  Reed,  L.  B.  Peck,  J.  P.  Miller,  D. 
l\  Thompson,  O.  H.  Smith,  C.  J.  Keith, 
Azel  Spalding,  S.  B.  Prentiss,  Nicholas 
Baylies.  Jr.,  Geo.  B.  Manser,  E.  E.  Merrill, 
J.  T.  Marston,  Isaac  E.  Redfield,  H.  W. 
Heaton,  John  H.  Prentiss,  Charles  Reed, 
Wm.  K.  L'pham,  J.  A.  Vail,  Stillman 
Churchill,  R.  S.  Bouchett,  Geo.  W.  Reed, 
A.  W.  Tcnncy,  Charles  W.  Prentiss,  Tim- 
othy P.  Redfield,  Luther  Newcomb,  Joseph 
A.  'prentiss,  Stoddard  B.  Colby,  C.  W. 
Willard,\\m.  P.  Briggs,  B.  E.  Eitield, 
W.  G.  Eerrin,  Geo.  W.  Bailey,  Jr.,  C.  J. 
Gleason. 

Additions  from  Aug.  i860  to  18S1. 

Samuel  Wells,  Joseph  A.  Wing,  Nelson 
A.  Taylor,  C.  D.  Swasey,  Albert  Clarke, 
Rodney  Lund,  C.  D.  Llarvey,  E.  V.  Ran- 
dall, Asahel  Peck,  James  S.  Peck,  Mel- 
ville E.  Smilie,  .Luther  L.  Durant,  Geo. 
W.  Wing,  Arthur  Culver,  J.  O.  Livings- 
ton, Clarenc*"  H.  Pitkin,  C.  W.  Porter, 
H.  K.  Eicld,  H.  A.  Husc,  C.  H.  Heath, 
C.  S.  Pitkin,  \\.  G.  Dewing,  Hiram  Carle- 
ton,  S.  C.  Shurtleff,  Henry  Oviatt,JohnE. 
Harris,  T.  R.  Gordon,  Rush  P.  Barrett, 
J.  K.  Kinney,  O.  D.  Clark,  G.  B.  Clifford, 
H.  W.  Kemp,  John  G.  Wing. 
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PRACTICING  rilYSICIANS  TO   1 872. 
r>.  V.  THOMPSON'S  MST  TO  l.-<tk). 

I'icrce  Spalding,  Philip  Vincent,  Ed- 
ward Lamb,  Stephen  l\^abody,  Jacob  P. 
Vargeson,  Sylvester  Day,  Samuel  Pren- 
tiss, Phineas  Woodbury,  Nathan  P>.  Spald- 
ing, Nathaniel  C.  King,  James  Spalding, 
Elcazer  Hamblin,  Julius  Y.  Dewey,  Ben- 
jamin Walton,  Hart  Smith,  Seth  Field, 
A/.el  Holmes,  F.  W.  Adams,  Zebulon  P. 
Burnham,  Charles  Clark,  Daniel  Corliss, 
IMilo  P.  Burnham;  Sumner  Putnam,  East 
Montpelier,  removed  toMontpelier  ;  Thos. 
C.  Taplin  homceopathist ;  J.  M.  Gregory, 
dentist;  Ralph  Kilbourn,  dentist;  M. 
Newton,  and  Brockway  &  Hawley,  den- 
tists ;  O.  P.  Forbush,  dentist ;  Orrin  Smith, 
C.  M.  Rublec,  E.  Paine;  G.  N.  Brigham, 
homceopathist;  C.  B.  Chandler,  W.  H. 
H.  Richardson,  James  Templeton,  G.  H. 
Loomis,  F.  A.  McDowell,  M.  >L'Marsh, 
C.  M.  Chandler. 

Addilions  froDi  August,  1S60  to  1881. 
Lucy  A.  Cooke,  clairvoyant ;  A.  B.  Hav,-- 
ley,  dentist;  Charles  E.  Davis,  dentist; 
John  AL  Comegys,  dentist;  H.  L.  Rich- 
ardson; J.  AL  Templeron,  botanic;  A. 
Denio,  eclectic  :  R.  W.  Hill,  cancers  ;  Mrs. 
L.  Vi.  Smith,  botanic;  D.  G.  Kemp,  Geo. 
W.  Nichols,  J.  E.  Macomber,  G.  P. 
Greeley;  C.  H.  Plumley,  practical  re- 
former ;  N.  W.  R.  G.  Gilbert,  dentists  ; 
J.  B.  Woodwjrd;  H.  C.  Brigham,  homoe- 
opathist ;  C.  R.  Pell,  dentist,  and  succeed- 
ed by  H.  G.  Williams. 

MERCHANTS  AND  TRADERS. 
D.  r.  TIIOMI'SON'.S  LIST  To  AUGCST,  ISW. 

1791 — Dr.  Frye. 

1794 — Col.  Joseph  Hutchins. 

1796— Col.  J.  &  W.  Hutchins. 

1799 — Hubbard  &  Cadweil. 

1802— W.  L  Cadweil;  Col.  D.  Robbins, 
east  part  of  to\w,  Robbins  &  Freeman. 

1S03 — Hubbard  &  Wing,  Langdon  6c 
Forbes. 

1S07 — Timothy  &  Roger  Hubbard,  Jas. 
H.  Langdon,  Uriali  H.  Orvis,  Dunbar 
Bradford. 

jSo8  —  Chester  W.  Houghton,  Josiali 
Parks. 

1809 — John  Crosby,  drugs,  etc. 


1 8 10 —  L.  O.  C.  Bowles,  Walton  (Joss, 
booksellers,  etc. ;  French  &  Dodge,  shoes. 

181 1 —  J.  F.  Dodge,  Langdon  &  Barnard. 

1 8 13 —  John  Spalding. 

18 14 —  C.  Hubbard  J.  Spalding,  D. 
Baldwin  &  Co.,  Austin  Arms,  Emerson  cK: 
Wilkins,  Luther  Bugbee,  Charles  Storey. 

181 5—  Wright  iS:  Sibley,  books,  etc. 

1816—  E.  P.  Walton  &  Geo.  S.  Walton, 
books,  etc.  ;  French  &  Harvey,  shoes. 

1818— Sylvester  Larabee  ;  E.  P.  Walton, 
books,  etc.  ;  PL  Y.  Barnes,  harness  and 
saddlery. 

1     1 82 1— John  liarnard,  Langdon  &  Spald- 
j  ing,  Chester  Hubbard,  Barnard  &  Dutton, 
W.  L  Cadweil  &  Son. 

1822— C.  IPabbard  &  E.  P.  Jcwett,  Rog- 
er Hubbard. 

I S23— Dutton  &  Baylies,  W\  W^  Cad- 
well. 

1824—  Hubbard  &  Kimball,  T  M.  Taylor, 
Warren  Swift,  Langdon,  Spalding  tK:  Co., 
Otis  Standish. 

1825—  Baldwin,  Hutchins  &  Co.,  Cad- 
weil (S:  Goldsbory,  Taylor  &  Prentiss ; 
Dodge  &  Standish,  drugs,  etc. 

1826—  Wiggins  &  Seeley  ;  Geo.  W.  Hill, 
books,  etc. 

1827 —  Luther  Cross,  Joseph  Wiggins, 
Goss  Wiggins. 

182S— Luther  Cross  Co.,  Plubbard, 
Jewett  (S:  Co.,  Spalding,  Storrs  Co.,  Bay- 
lies &  Hutchins. 

1829 —  N.  Harvey,  shoes. 

1830 —  l^aldwin  &  Prentiss. 

1831 —  Charles  Lyman  ;  L  S.  &  G.  Town, 
jewelry,  etc.  ;  W.  W.  Cadweil,  Hart  .S;  Ri- 
ker ;  J.  ls\.  <S:  B.  H.  Snow,  harnesses;  E. 
H.  Prentiss,  drugs. 

1832—  W.  &  M.  P.  Hutch-ins. 

1833 —  Emerson,  Lamb  &  Co.,  vSnow, 
Bancroft  &  Co.,  Snow  &;  Bancroft,  A.  C. 
Pierce  &  Co.,  Silver  &  Pierce,  Standish  D. 
Barnes,  G.  W.  Ware,  Baldwin  &  Scott. 

1834 —  Jewett  <S:  Howes,  Burbank  &  Hub- 
bard, Baylies  &  Hart,  Ebenezer  Colburn ; 

I  S.  B.  Flint,  saddlery  and  harness  ;  Hutch- 
[  ins  &  Wright;  Wm.  Clark,  books,  etc. 
1  1835-11.  N.  Baylies  &  Co.;  Harvey  & 
i  Harran,  shoes:  John  &  Charles  Spalding, 
j  Silver,  Pierce  Co.,  Silas  Burbank  Co;, 
I  Ira  Day,  Wm.  A.  Prentiss. 
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1536 —  Jewt'tt,  Howes  &  Co.,  Emerson 
(S:  Russell,  Baylies  Slorrs. 

1 537—  Bancroft  &  Riker,  C.  &  L.  L. 
Lamb,  C.  -Mexander. 

1838— Spalding  &  Foster,  Langdon  & 
Wright;  Town  &  Witherell,  jewelry ;  John 
S.  Abbott,  clocks,  etc. 

1S39— liaylics  &  Goss  ;  S.  P.  Redfield, 
drugs;  J.  T.  Marston,  E.  P.  Walton 
Sons,  books,  etc.  ;  Storrs  &  Langdon. 

1840 —  Charles  Spalding,  Silver,  Lamb.& 
Co.  ;  Harran  cK:  Dodge,  boots  and  shoes. 

1841—  II.  N.  Baylies,  Jewett  &  Howes, 
Baldwin,  Scott  &  Co.,  Lyman  &  Ring, 
J.  H.  Ramsdell ;  Cross,  Hyde  &:  Co., 
bakers. 

1842 —  Cross,  Day  &  Co.,  Benjamin  Day 
Co.,  French  &  ISancroft,  Ellis,  Wilder  & 

Co.  ;  Clark  &  Collins,  drugs. 

1S43 — Silas  C.  French,  boots  and  shoes. 

1844 —  Augustus  Haven,  Zenas  Wood, 
stoves  and  tin  ;  Webb,  Bancroft  &:  Co.  ; 
J.  Booth,  hats  ;  Moses  &  Rich,  No.  Mont- 
pelier;  J.  Huntington,  East  Montpelier. 

1845 —  Z.  tJv:  C.  Wood,  stoves  and  tin  ;  J. 
T.  Marston,  books,  etc.  ;  Wm.  T.  Piurn- 
ham,  hats,  etc.;  Samuel  Abbott,  jewelry  ; 
N.  C.  King.  No.  Montpelier. 

1846 —  Bancroft  &  Riker,  J.  W.  Howes, 
L.  &:  A.  A.  Cross,  Erastus  Hubbard. 

1847 —  Harvey  King. 

1848 —  Loomis  &  Camp  ;  Hyde,  Dodge  tS: 
Co.,  hardware;  E.  C.  Holmes;  Witherell 
&  Mead,  jewelers  ;  Eastman  &  Danforth, 
books,  etc. ;  A.  A.  Sweet,  tin  and  stoves ; 
Alfred  Scott,  hats. 

1849 —  Keith  &  Barker;  S.  K,  Collins, 
Redfield     Grannis,  drugs. 

1850—  Scott  Field,  Geo.  P.  Riker,  Ban- 
croft &  Holmes;  Abbott  &  Emery  John 
Wood,  James  Howland,  cabinet  work;  L. 
M.  Wood,  R.  R.  Riker,  clothing  and  tailor- 
ing. 

185 1 —  Hubbard  &  Blake,  stoves. 

1852 —  Peck  &  Lewis;  Ballou  &  Burn- 
ham,  books,  etc. ;  R.  W.  Hyde,  T.  C. 
Barrows,  iron  and  hardware. 

1853 —  Lyman  &:  King. 

1854 —  Keith  &  Barker.  Ellis  l^-  Bancroft, 
Gustavus  Hubbard,  Walker  &  White,  Wil- 
der, Scott  &  Co. ;  Smith  &  Pierce,  Dr.  B. 
O.Tyler,  drugs;  Geo.  L.  Kinsman,  hats; 


N.  C.  Bacon;  Emery  &  Brown,  crockery 
and  furniture;  Wm.  P.  Badger,  W.  W. 
Cadwell,  hats  ;  Phinney  &  Mead,  jewelers  ; 
S.  M.  Walton,  book-bindery;  C.  G.  East- 
man, Ballou  &  Loveland,  books  and  sta- 
tionery;  Wm.  McCollum. 

1855—  C.  W.  Storrs,  John  S.  Barker,  H. 
S.  Loomis,  Peck  &  Bailey,  L'nion  Store, 
Fuller  &  Smith,  Jacob  Scott;  Oliver  & 
Helmcr,  hardware;  French  &  Sanborn, 
H.  B.  Witt,  clothing:  Fred  E.  Smith,  Col- 
lins &  Pierce,  drugs  ;  Keith  &  Peck,  leath- 
er dealers. 

1856 —  W.  Corliss,  E.  Montpelier;  Chas. 
Sibley,  No.  Montpelier;  Palmer  &  Storrs; 
Burbank&  Langdon,  flour  ;  Plyde  &  Foster, 
hardware  ;  A.  C.  Field,  clothing. 

1857—  ICllis  «5v:  Hatch,  Livingston  lS:  Sal- 
mon;  James  G.  French,  clothing;  S.  C. 
\^''oolson,  merchant  tailor ;  Storrs  &  Ful- 
ler, W.  L  goods  and  groceries. 

185S — J.P.Dewey;  J.  S.Lee,  clothing; 
L.  F.  Pierce,  drugs  ;  D.  K.  Bennett,  guns 
and  pistols  Mercantile  Union, .  L  H.  P. 
Rowell,  agent;  C.  &  S.  E.  Robinson; 
Adams  Kellogg,  K.  Dewey,  hats  and  cloth- 
ing ;  I-Lmery  &  Field,  crockery  and  furni- 
ture ;  Wm.  Storrs;  HeiTick& Page,  shoes  ; 
A.  A.  Mead,  jewelry  ;  T.  C.  Phinney,  jew- 
elry, changed  to  book-store. 

1859 —  E.  C.  Lewis;  S.  S.  Boyce,  books, 
etc  ;  S.  Abbott,  jewelry  ;  P'ield  &  W^atson, 
^L  P.  Courser,  A.  L.  Carlton  ;  J.  R.  Lang- 
don, flour;  J.  C.  Emery,  crockery  and  fur- 
niture; E.  Gunnison,  shoes;  Bailey  ^K: 
Brothers,  Palmer  &  Stetson,  Wooster 
Sprague. 

iSrx)— Eli  Marsh,  Wm.  B.  Burbank.  J. 
W\  Ellis  &  Co. ;  Jacob  Smith,  clothing; 
Deming&:  Brooks. 

Additions  from  Aug.  i860. 

1860 —  George  W^atson  ;  Fisher  &  Strat- 
ton,  silver-platers,  etc.  ;  Braman  &  Tilden  ; 
Dennison  Dewey,  stoves,  glass  and  tin- 
ware. 

1 861—  Geo.  W.  Scott  &  Co.,  Ellis  & 
Foster,  Calvin  Robinson,  S.  E.Robinson; 
IVL  C,  Parkinson,  watches,  etc. ;  Chas.  H. 
Cross,  bakery  and  confectionery;  J.  V. 
Babcock  &  Co.,  furniture;  D.  T.  Knapp, 
Roger  Bulkley,  harnesses,  etc. 
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1S62— C.  W.  Storrs;  Geo.  W.  Wilder, 
hooks,  etc.  ;  E.  Bickford,  J.  C.  Page,  boots 
and  shoes;  L.  E.  Pierce  *S:  Co.,  drugs. 

1863 —  N.  P.  Brooks ;  dr\-  goods  and 
hardware ;  \Vm.  E.  McCIurc,  groceries; 
N.  K.  Brown,  drugs;  Barnes  &  Johnson, 
J.  Lease,  harnesses,  etc. 

1864 —  Nichols  &  Erench,  clothing  ;  J. 
A.  Taft  &  Co.,  George  Jacobs.  Daniel 
Scribner,  tlour  and  groceries  :  Kellogg  & 
Adams,  hats  and  clothing ;  J.  P.  Dewey, 
flour,  grain  and  nails;  H.  &  C.  Fullerton, 
boots  and  shoes;  Wood,  Bixby  &  Co., 
druggists  ;  S.  Ereeman,  jewelry,  etc. ;  Wm. 
E.  Braman,  hardware,  etc.  :  Charles  Cross 
&  Son,  bakers  and  confectioners  ;  E.  Scrib- 
ner, Jr.,  .stoves and  tin-ware  ;  Dennis  Lane, 
saw-niill  machinery. 

1S65— L.  W.  Smith;  Jacob  Smith  & 
Son,  furniture;  A.  D.  Arms  »S:  Co.,  D. 
Neveux,  W.  I.  goods;  E.  R.  Skinner, 
staple  and  fancy  goods,  wholesale  ;  Blanch- 
ard,  Peck  and  Johonnott,  leather;  Wm. 
E.  Braman  &  Co.,  hardware:  John  W. 
Clark,  wagons  and  sleighs. 

1866 —  Martin  &  Simonds  ;  Geo.  Nich- 
ols, ready-made  clothing  ;  Carleton  &  Co., 
W.  L  goods:  Mark  French,  preserved 
fruits;  J.  E.  Smith  Co.,  stationery  and 
fancy  goods  ;  J.  Bodell,  boots  and  shoes; 
Bi.xby  &  Co.,  druggists  ;  Redheld  &  Crooks, 
drugs  ;  Lane,  Pitkin  &  Brock,  iron-founders 
and  machinists  :  E.  N.  .Scovell,  furniture; 
Henry  Cobb,  marble  monuments,  etc. 

1867 —  New  York  Dry  Goods  Store; 
Emery  &  Carleton,  crockery  and  carpet- 
ings;  H.  E.  Eifield  &  Co.,  flour  and  W.  I. 
goods ;  L.  L.  Tanner,  boots  and  shoes ; 
W.  E.  Braman,  hardware,  etc.  ;  J.  V. 
Babcock,  drugs,  etc.  ;  Ira  S.  Town, 
watches  and  jewelry;  Peck  &  Johonnott,  | 
leather;  C.  Spear,  gas  and  water  fixtures. 

1865—  B.  Benjamin  ScCo.:  W.  E.  Ad- 
ams, hats  and'^  clothing  ;  Denison  Taft  & 
Son,  flour,  etc. ;  B.  .M.  Chattee,  boots  and 
shoes ;  Lamb  &  Peck,  hardware,  etc, ; 
Putnam  &  Co.,  N.  K.  Brown  &  Co.,  drugs  ; 
Elanders  &  Kinson,  platers,  etc.  i 

1S69 — A.  C.  Dewey  &  Co.,  flour,'  lime, 
plaster,  etc.  :  J.  C.  Eniery,  crockery,  car- 
petings,  etc.;  Philbrick  Brothers,  W.  I. 
goods,  eXc. ;  Barrows  &.  Peck,  hardware, 


etc.  ;  Babcock  &  Cutler,  drugs,  etc.  ;  W. 
A.  Boutelle  &:  Wife,  dry  goods  and  milli- 
nery ;  P)lanchard,  Keith  &  Peck,  leather, 
etc.;  A.  L.  Carleton,  dry  goods;  Hinckle\- 
&  Best :  C.  E.  Eullerton,  1)00ts  and  shoes  ; 
S.  S.  Towner,  millinery  and  fancy  goods; 
Farwell  Brothers,  clothing :  T.  H.  Corry 
&  Co.,  W.  L  goods;  J.  W.  Page,  teas, 
coffee,  spices  and  tobacco,  v.-holesale  ;  T.C. 
Phinney,  books,  stationery,  fancy  goods 
and  homoeopathic  medicines  ;  Hiram  At- 
kins, staple  stationery  ;  Medad  Wright  & 
Son,  lumber  and  machinery,  West  ^vlont- 
pelicr;  W.  H.  Barnes,  harnesses,  etc.; 
Cobb  Cummins,  marbh  monuments ; 
Stimson  l\:  Co.,  patent  door  springs. 

1870 —  Calvin  Robinson  &  Co.  ;  Bailey 
&  Park,  Storrs  .Jv:  Jones,  W.  L  goods,  etc.  : 
Carlos  Bancroft  &  Son,  W.  I.  goods,  iron, 
etc.  :  W.  L.  Washburn  &  Co.,  T.  J.  Hunt, 
W.  E.  W^^terman  &  Co.,  W.  I.  goods  and 
groceries ;  Spear  &  Bancroft,  tin-v/are, 
sto\es,  etc. ;  Woodward  &  lilakely,  dnig- 
gists;  D.  McDonald, furniture, carpetings, 
etc. ;  E.  Hatch,  boots  and  shoes  ;  E.  Spin- 
ney, fresh  and  salt  fish,  etc.  :G.  P.  Poster, 
coal  and  wood  ;  D.  Taft  and  Son,  lumber  ; 
Kimball  t^v:  Hewett,  monuments,  etc.  ;  J. 
W.  Paine,  A.  Allen,  cigars. 

1 87 1 —  C.  Blakely,  drugs,  etc.  ;  Scovill 
&  Lyon,  furniture,  etc.  ;  Jacobs  Brothers, 
flour  and  W.  L  goods;  C.  E.  Winch 
Co.,  W.  I.  goods  and  groceries;  Thomas 
McGee,  sewing-machines  ;  Eisher,  Colton 
&  Kinson,  platers,  etc. ;  J.  O'Grady,  boots 
and  shoes;  N.  C.  Bacon,  auction  store; 
J.  Bruce,  harnesses  and  carriage  trim- 
mings ;  Soper  &  Lord,  cloths  and  merchant 
tailors;  T.  A.  Dev/ing,  boots  and  shoes. 

1872—  George  Jacobs,  flour, W.  I.  goods, 
etc. :  Smith  Brothers,  "  coal :  L.  W.  Jones, 
provisions,  W.  L  goods,  etc.  ;  Geo.  M. 
Scribner,  stoves  and  tin-ware;  F.  C.  Gil- 
man,  v.-agons  and  sleighs;  B.  T.  Soper  & 
Co.,  cloths  and  merchant  tailors;  A.  G. 
Stone,  watches  and  jewelr}-;  Crosby  & 
Taplin,  dry  goods;  Redfield  &  Bascom, 
diugs,  etc. 

1873 —  Montpelier  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, children's  carriages,  etc.  ;  Hatch  & 
Earnsworth,  boots  and  shoes;  C.  E.  Hos- 
ford,  clothing,  etc. ;  Crosby  &  Taplin,  dry 
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goods  ;  Babcock&  Cutler,  drugs,  etc. ;  A. 
Luce  &  Son,  groceries;  V.  Konsalik, 
watches,  etc. 

1874 —  J.  D.  Clogston,  tin-ware  ;  Putnam 
&  Marvin,  groceries,  crockery  and  glass. 

1875 —  E.  P.  Towner,  boots  and  shoes; 
Fuller  &  Howe,  dry  goods ;  IVTrs.  A.  L. 
Carlton,  dry  goods ;  Bascom  &  Dewey, 
Wilson  &  Co.,  drugs,  etc.  ;  C.  H.  Heaton, 
groceries. 

1876—  A.  &  A.  Johonnott,  leather;  N. 
P.  BrooLs  &  Son,  house-finishing  tools 
and  fixtures,  glass,  sash,  blinds,  doors,  etc. ; 
E.  H.  Towne,  merchant  tailor;  C.  P. 
Pitkin,  coal  and  wood;  H.  C.  Webster, 
dry  goods  ;  Lyon  Daley,  furniture,  etc.  ; 
A.  J.  Braley,  groceries;  C.  H.  Keene, 
watches  and  jeweir) . 

1877 —  Yred  IManchard,  tin-ware,  etc. ; 
C.  W.  Selinas,  harnesses,  etc. ;  Henry 
Cobb,  marble  monuments ;  Kimball  & 
Carter  and  H.  C.  Cross,  granite  monu- 
ments ;  S.  C.  &  H.  H.  Woolson,  merchant 
tailors;  Chase  P^dgcombe,  boots  and 
shoes;  A.  H.  Bailey,  Smith  Brothers, 
dry  goods;  Orange  Fifield,  Hour,  gro- 
ceries, etc. ;  Washburn  &  Co.,  millinery. 

1878 —  Sabin  Manufacturing  Co.,  door- 
springs;  Miss  M.  L.  Page,  millinery; 
Henry  Lowe  &  Son,  teas  and  fine  gro- 
ceries. 

1879 —  '  Skinner,  watches,  jewelry, 
etc. ;  A.  J.  Howe,  dry  goods. 

1880 —  Si.mner  Kimball,  granite  monu- 
ments; C.  H.  Shipman.  C.  E.  Stow, 
boots  and  shoes ;  Blanchard  Brothers, 
flour,  iron  and  hardware ;  W.  W.  Park, 
flour  and  groceries  ;  E.  W.  Bailey  &  Co., 
flour  and  feed  ;  Montpelier  Carriage  Co., 
children's  carnages. 

188 1—  C.  A.  Best,  millinery  and  dry 
goods;  D.  W.  Temple,  dry  goods;  J.  A. 
Murray,  W.  L  goods  and  groceries ;  H.  E. 
Slayton,  books  and  stationery ;  E.  R. 
Meader,  millinery  and  sewing-machines  ; 
Geo.  E.  Wheeler,  marble  monuments. 

When  not  otherwise  indicated,  the  per- 
sons named  were  dealers  in  goods  of  the 
usual  variety  to  be  found  in  country  stores 
until  about  185 1,  and  after  that  date  in 
dry  goods.  The  list  is  necessarily  imper- 
fect previous  to  i860,  and  since  that  it 
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might  have  been  swelled  .to  double  its 
length  by  the  insertion  of  the  names  of  per- 
sons engaged  in  business  not  included  gen- 
erally in  the  preceding  list.  Notably  is  a 
long  line  of  dealers  in  family  groceries  and 
provisions,  several  with  restaurants  con- 
nected, and  some  doing  a  large  business  in 
fruits.  The  list  is  made  from  the  Vermont 
Registers,  and  hence  the  true  dates  should 
be  a  year  behind  those  given  as  a  general 
rule. 

BANKS  AND  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

The  Bank  of  MonipeUer  was  chartered 
in  1825,  and  organized  in  1826,  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  first  president 
was  Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  of  Williamstown, 
and  his  successors  under  the  charter  and 
re-charters  were  James  H.  Langdon,  Tim- 
othy Hubbard,  John  Spalding,  Thomas 
Reed,  Jr.,  Rawsel  R.  Keith,  E.  P.  Jewctt, 
and  George  C.  Shepard.  This  bank  was 
re-chartered  in  1840,  with  a  capital  of 
$75,000,  and  still  again  in  1853,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000.  The  cashiers  were 
Thomas  Reed,  Jr.,  Charles  R.  Cleaves, 
George  Howes,  Geo.  B.  Reed  and  Chas. 
A.  Reed.  This  bank  was  succeded  in 
1865  b\-  the  Montpelier  National  Bank, 
organized  under  the  national  banking  law, 
with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  whose  officers 
from  its  organfzation  have  been  James  R. 
Langdon,  president,  George  C.  Shepard, 
vice-president,  and  Chas.  A.  Reed,  cash- 
ier, until  1 88 1,  when  E.  D.  Black  well 
succeded  Mr.  Reed.  The  capital  is  now% 
1881,  $360,000. 

The  Vermont  Batik  was  chartered  in 
1848,  and  organized  in  1849,  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $100,000.  The  presidents  were 
Hezekiah  H.  Reed,  George  W.  Collamer, 
Homer  W.  Heaton,  E.  H.  Prentiss  and 
Roderick  Richardson  ;  and  its  cashier,  John 
A.  Page.  This  bank  continued  until  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Montpelier  was  01  - 
ganized  in  1865,  under  the  national  bank- 
ing law,  the  president  of  which  has  been 
John  A.  Page ;  and  the  cashiers,  R.  J. 
Richardson,  L.  F.  Richasdson,  J.  C.  Tap- 
lin  and  J.  C.  Houghton. 
.  The  State  Bank  was  organized  in  1858, 
under  the  general  banking  law  of  Vermont, 
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with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  held  mainly  by 
stockholders  in  the  old  bank  of  Montpelier. 
Its  officers  were  James  R.  Langdon,  pres- 
ident, and  George  B.  Reed,  cashier.  Bus- 
iness was  continued  but  a  few  years. 

To  the  banks  in  Montpelier  one  compli- 
ment is  due — they  always  have  been  per- 
fectly sound  and  reliable,  without  any 
exxeption. 

Latest  organized  is  the  Montpdicr  Sav- 
z';/i^s  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  chartered 
in  1870,  organized  in  May,  1S71,  and  com- 
menced business  Aug.  i,  1871.  Its  offi- 
cers are  Homer  W.  Heaton,  president; 
V/hitman  G.  Ferrin,  treasurer,  succeeded 
by  A.  W.  Ferrin.  July  i,  1880,  there 
were  1685  depositors,  deposits  $346,284.33, 
and  surplus  $31,060.11. 

The.  Vcrtnont  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company 

was  mcorporated  in  1827,  organized  in 
March,  1828,  and  is  now  in  the  54th  year  of 
successful  and  beneficent  operation.  The 
first  President  was  Hon.  Chapin  Keith  of 
Barre,  and  his  successors  were  Hon.  Israel 
P.  Dana  of  Danville,  and  Hon.  John 
Spalding  of  Montpelier — the  terms  of  these 
three  covering  the  first  13  years  of  the 
company.  In  1841,  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin 
of  Montpelier  consented  to  take  the  office, 
and  he  was  re-elected  at  every  annual  elec- 
tion until  1874. — 31  years.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  James  T.  Thurston  and  Hon. 
W.  H.  H.  Bingham.  Hon.  Joshua  Y. 
Vail  was  the  first  permanent  Secretary, 
and  held  the  office  until  1850,  who  was 
succeeded  by  flon.  Charles  Dewey,  who 
ser\ed  until  1871,  when  Mr.  James  T.  Sa- 
bin  was  elected,  who  is  the  present  Secre- 
tary. The  treasurers  until  1842  were  Hon. 
George  Worthington,  Hon.  Oramel  H. 
Sm.ith,  Calvin  Jay  Keith.  Esq.,  Hon. 
Homer  W.  Hetiton  and  Harry  Vail.  In 
1842,  James  T.  Thurston  was  appointed 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  O.  J.  Vail  and 
H.  N.  Taplin,  Jr.  In  this  Company  prop- 
erty for  insurance  is  divided  into  five  class- 
es, with  rates  of  insurance  varying  in  pro- 
portion to  the  hazrrd  of  each  class,  and 
the  theory  of  the  company  is  to  make  the 
property  insured  in  each  class  bear  the 


losses  of  its  own.  Theoretically,  therefore, 
this  Company  has  five  distinct  mutual  in- 
surance companies  underone  management ; 
and  distinct  accounts  of  the  five  different 
classes  have  been  kept  for  many  years,  to 
enable  the  directors  to  assign  to  each  the 
proper  rates  of  insurance.  The  theory  of 
the  company  is  probably  due  to  abundant 
caution  in  respect  to  the  classes  which  are 
occasionally  exposed  to  sweeping  fires, 
from  which  isolated  property  is  always  ex- 
empt. It  is  an  exception  which  proves  the 
wisdom  of  the  rule.  The  whole  number 
of  policies  issued  from  March  31,  1828,  to 
Aug.  I,  1881,  was  219,841  :  of  this  num- 
ber 190,428  have  expired  or  been  canceled, 
leaving  in  force,  at  the  last  date,  29,413. 
The  whole  amount  insured  has  been  $237,- 
333,504,  of  which  the  amount  canceled 
or  expired  is  $200,430,697 — leaving  the 
amount  insured  Aug.  i,  1881,  $36,902,807. 
The  whole  amount  of  premium  notes  tak- 
en is  $21,456,983.09,  of  which  the  sum  of 
$18,810,474.93  has  expired  or  been  cancel- 
ed, leaving  in  force,  as  a  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  losses  and  expenses,  Aug.  i,  1881, 
$2,646,508.16.  The  whole  cash  receipts 
of  the  Company  have  amounted  to  $3,653, - 
940.38,  and  the  whole  amount  paid  for  loss- 
es and  expenses,  (including  a  new  and 
permanent  office,)  $3,643,289.08 — leaving 
a  balance  in  the  treasury,  Aug.  i,  1881,  of 
$10,651 .30.  Chargeable  upon  this  surplus 
are  unadjusted  claims  for  losses  estimated 
at  $4,383.30.  The  total  amount  of  assess- 
ments made  in  54  years  is  178^  per  cent., 
or,  on  the  average,  3  and  1-3  per  cent, 
per  annum  of  the  premium  notes.  This 
result  indicates  that  the  premium  notes 
have  on  the  average  constituted  a  fund, 
legally  collectable  if  necessaiy,  more  than 
five  times  greater  than  the  size  of  the  loss- 
es and  expenses,  and  so  proves  the  safety, 
against  any  possible  contingency,  of  insur- 
ance in  institutions  managed  on  the  rules 
of  this  company. 

TJie  Farfners''  Mutual  Fi?'e  Insurance 
Cofupany 

was  incorporated  and  organized  in  No- 
vember, 1849,  its  first  president  being 
Hon.  Azel  Spalding,  then  of  Montpelier. 
His  successors  have  been  Hon.  William 
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Howes,  of  Montpelier,  Hon.  George  W. 
Bailey,  of  Middlesex,  Hon.  William  L. 
Sou  les,  of  Swanton,  and  P.  P.  Pitkin,  of 
Montpelier,  the  present  incumbent.  Hon. 
Joseph  Poland,  of  Montpelier,  has  been 
the  secretary  since  the  or^^anization.  Sam- 
uel Wells  was  trea.surer  until  his  death, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Geo.  W.  Leslie. 
As  its  name  implies,  the  purpose  of  this 
Company  is  to  insure  only  farmers'  prop- 
erty, and  other  property  of  like  kind  as  to 
hazard — in  theory  corresponding  with  the 
first  or  least  hazardous  class  ot  tlie  \^er- 
mont  Mutual  before  described.  The  main 
difference  between  the  two  companies  is, 
that  the  Vermont  Mutual  first  ascertains 
its  losses  and  expenses  froai  month  to 
month,  assesses  the  premium  notes  to  pay 
them,  and  collects  (annually)  these  assess- 
ments ;  while  the  Farmers'  Company  re- 
quires payment  by  the  insured  in  advance, 
of  a  sum  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  losses  and  expenses  during  the  life  o  i 
the  policy,  whicli  in  that  Company  is  5 
years.  As  ample  security,  however,  to 
the  insured  against  loss,  each  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Company,  (as  in  the  other 
Company,)  is  required  to  give  a  premium 
note,  which  is  assessable  or  legally  collect- 
able in  case  of  necessity. 

TAe  National  Life  Insurance  Co?/ipa?iy 

was  incorporated  in  November,  1848,  v/ith 
an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  This 
was  reduced  to  $50,000,  by  an  amendment 
of  the  charter  in  1849,  and  the  Company 
was  located  at  Montpelier.  Benjamin 
Balch  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  or- 
ganize the  institution  in  1849,  and,  early  in 
1850,  it  was  organized  by  others,  with 
Hon.  W^m.  C.  Kittredge,  of  Fairhaven,  as 
president,  and  Roger  S.  Howard,  Esq.,  of 
Thetford,  as  secretary.  These  gentlemen 
resigned  after  j^rief  service,  when  Dr. 
Julius  Y.  Dewey,  of  Montpelier,  was  ap- 
pointed president,  which  ofHce  he  held 
until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  Hon.  Charles  Dewey.  James  T. 
Thurston,  Esq.,  of  Montpelier,.  served 
awhile  as  secretary,  when  Geo.  W.  Reed, 
of  Montpelier,  was  appointed,  and  has 
since  held  the  office.    The  financial  af- 


fairs of  the  institution  are  managed  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  and  not  by  a  treasurer. 
The  whole  amount  of  risks,  Oct.  i,  1880, 
was  $8,623, 156.  The  assets  of  the  Com- 
pany are  invested  in  U.  S.  and  State  bonds, 
bank  stock  and  notes  amply  secured  by 
mortgage,  the  par  value  of  which  on  the 
1st  of  Oct.  1880,  was  $2,253,837.07.  This 
institution  has  been  prudently  and  very 
successfully  managed,  and  bears  a  high 
reputation  among  those  who  are  familiar 
with  this  class  of  insurance  companies. 

STATE-HOUSES. 

The  position  of  Montpelier  as  State 
capital  from  1808,  and  County  seat  from 
1 8 1 1 ,  has  contT  ibuted  much  to  the  growth 
of  the  population  and  business  of  the 
town,  and  given  it  a  prominence  in  the 
political,  judicial,  religious  and  social  af- 
fairs of  tlie  State  which  otherwise  it  could 
not  have  attained,  and  an  influence  from  the 
strongest  and  best  men  of  the  town,  which 
has  always  been  wisely  used.  The  names 
of  Wright  and  Lord  in  the  churches,  of  Pren- 
tiss and  Baylies  and  Loomis  in  all  judicial 
circles,  of  Thomas  Reed,  Jr.,  amongbank- 
ers,  and  of  the  senior  IC.  P.  Walton  in  the 
editorial  and  political  field — not  to  men- 
tion the  living — were  known  and  respected 
throughout  the  State,  and  their  influence  is 
still  felt  through  a  great  number  in  Vermont 
and  elsewhere,  v/ho  profited  by  their  ex- 
cellent teachings  and  examples. 

Previous  to  1808,  there  had  been  46  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Assembly  in  14  dif- 
ferenc  towns  ;  23  sessions  in  the  eastern 
side  of  the  State,  in  or  near  the  valley  of 
Connecticut  river;  22  on  the  western  side, 
II  of  which  were  in  Bennington  County, 
and  1 1  in  or  near  the  valley  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  one  session  in  the  north-eastern 
part.  These  locations  at  extreme  points 
from  a  common  centre  entailed  hardships 
of  access,  alternately  on  the  one  side  of  the 
Green  Mountains  and  the  other,  and  many 
I  inconveniences  and  evils  in  future  years 
1  which  then  were  hardly  considered.  Among 
j  these  was  the  impossibility  of  preserving 
I  complete  records  of  public  and  official  do- 
ings, and  files  of  State  papers ;  because  of 
which,  the  early  civil  and  political  history 
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of  the  State,  so  far  as  official  records  and 
papers  are  concerned,  is.  at  best  but  frag- 
mentary, and  mucii  of  tliat  which  has  since 
been  obtained  consists  of  the  fragments 
gathered  by  the  late  Henry  Stevens,  Sr., 
in  the  attics  of  deceased  state  officers, 
judges  and  legislators,  and  airiong  tlie  rags 
of  the  paper-mills.  These  were  purchased, 
indexed  and  bound  at  considerable  expense 
to  the  State.  To  remedy  the  inconven- 
iences of  a  State  without  a  capital,  and  the 
frequent  disputes  between  rival  towns  for 
the  compliment  of  a  legislative  session, 
the  General  Assembly  of  1805  appointed  a 
committee  to  "  fix  upon  a  place  in  the 
town  of  Montpelier,  for  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,"  and  on  condi- 
tion that  the  town  of  Ivlontpelier  should 
erect  the  buildings  and  convey  them  to  the 
State,  with  the  land  whereon  they  sliall 
stand,  declared  that  "said  buildings  shall 
become  the  permanent  seat  of  the  legisla- 
ture for  holding  all  their  sessions."'*  In 
the  debate  of  1857,  on  the  State  house 
question,  the  late  Dorr  J.  Hradley,  of 
Brattleboro,  gave  a  tradition  as  to  the  act  i 
of  1805,  which  doubtless  came  from  his 
father,  the  late  Hon.  Wm.  C.  Bradley,  in 
these  words : 

But  the  gentleman  from  Westford  has 
accused  those  of  tlie  House  w  ho  oppose 
moving  to  Burlington,  of  sectional  prej- 
udice. I  h  ive  wondered  that  this  subject 
was  not  earlier  mentioned  in  the  debate, 
but  I  did  not  expect  it  would  com.e  from 
the  quarter  it  does.  The  question  is  a 
sectional  question  :  it  was  a  sectional  ques- 
tion before  the  gentleman  from  Westford, 
or  any  other  member  of  this  House,  was 
born  ;  and  it  was  to  allay  that  sectional 
jealousy  that  the  Capitol  was  located  here. 
Our  ancestors  settled  on  die  eastern  and 
western  borders  of  the  then-called  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  and  the  common  dis- 
pute with  New  York  united  them  in  inter- 
est and  in  action.  They  were  not,  how- 
ever, so  blind  as  not  to  see  that  the  great 
natural  feature  of  their  territory  must  be 
respected.  For  a  long  time,  this  great 
range  of  mountains  through  their  centre, 
prevented  their  having  any  Capitol.  Each 
year,  ho'.vever,  the  disputes  for  the  locality 
of  the  next  session  became  too  tiresome, 

•  Vermont  Capitol,  IS.')',  j).  2.S4.  SiH'cet-tliiif;  pa;j;*-s  in 
th.1t  voUime  give  otiit-r  oflici.i!  p:ipers,  ainl  various 
facts  coiinected  with  the  flibtaud  second  Slate  houses. 


and  they  resorted  to  an  expedient.  They 
did  not  call  for  "  centralizing"'  some  point 
in  their  periphery.  They  knew  enough  to 
know  they  could  not.  They  sought  what 
w^as  then  a  little  hamlet  among  the  moun- 
tains, but  on  neither  side  of  them.  It  was 
selected  because  it  was  on  neither  side. 
A  division  of  the  range  left  it  a  perfect 
geographical  puzzle  to  decide  on  which 
side  it  should  be  classed.  How  many  a 
heart  among  those  wise  old  men  rejoiced 
that  the  mountains,  for  which  the  State 
had  been  named,  the  mountains,  heretofore 
a  curse,  were  to  be  henceforth  a  blessing. 
These  mountains,  into  which,  and  not 
over  which,  our  law-makers  were  to  travel, 
were  to  become  the  centre  about  which 
the  affections  of  all  might  cluster.  They 
were  careful  not  to  wound  the  pride  of 
either  side.  Their  governors  were  alter- 
nately selected  from  each.  The  senators 
to  Congress,  being  only  two,  were  alwa)  s 

taken  one  from  each  side  

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Capitol  was  located 
hero  as  a  measure  of  peace.  It  w^as  to 
build  us  up  from  a"div4ded,  into  a  united 
and  homogeneous  people.  Fifty  years  of 
peace  have  been  the  product  of  this  act  of 
w^isdom!  Our  old  worthies  were  right. 
They  set  that  puzzle  to  their  children  on 
purpose  ;  they  knew  what  they  were  about ; 
their  children  understood  them.  Shall 
we,  their  grand-children,  affect  ignorance 
of  their  intention?  Shall  we  discard  all 
those  lessons  of  wisdom,  to  find  a  place 
w  here  some  tourist  may  go  with  a  sketch- 
book, or  some  artist  with  a  pallet?  Above 
all,  which  idea  is  sectional,  that  of  pre- 
serving this  peace  of  half  a  century,  or 
that  of  violating  its  provisions?  I,  for 
one,  am  a  kind  of  Samaritan  on  this  sub- 
ject. "Our  fathers  worshipped  in  this 
mountain  not  bowing  themselves  to  the 
Adirondack^'  across  the  Lake,  nor  to  the 
White  Hills  from  St.  Johnsbury;  but  this 
mountain — the  Green  Mountain  range  ; 
and  1  am  for  going  down  to  no  Jerusalem 
on  the  east  or  the  west. 

The  act  making  Montpelier  the  capital 
of  the  State  was  passed  Nov.  8,  1805,  and 
on  the  25th  of  the  next  month,  the  town, 
in  legally  warned  town  meeting,  appointed 
a  committee  to  receive  subscriptionr  and 
donations,  and  to  superintend  the  erection 
of  the  buildings  at  the  expense  of  the  sub- 
scribers, the  town  as  a  corporation  not  to 
be  liable  for  the  buildings  or  the  expenses 
of  the  committee.  The  town  then  had  a 
population  of  about  1200  only,  and  a  grand 
list  of  less  than  $23,000,  and  the  heaviest 
part  of  the  task  rested  naturally  upon-tlse 
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village,  which  then  had  probably  less  than  ! 
half  of  the  population  and  property ;  and 
moreover  money  of  any  sort  was  exceed- 
ingly rare.  Subscriptions  were  promptly 
made,  but  they  were  payable  "in  lal^or  or 
materials  when  reasonably  called  for;" 
"such  articles  of  materials  and  produce"'  as 
the  subscribers  chose;  and  "in  grain, 
neat  cattle,  provisions,  or  goods  at  such 
times  as  we  [the  subscribers]  shall  partic- 
ularly specify/'  Some  materials,  specially 
nails  and  glass,  required  cash,  and  cash 
had  to  be  provided.  Sept.  2,  1806,  the 
town  voted  almost  unanimously  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  grant  a  tax  of  four  cents 
per  acre  on  all  the  land  of  the  town,  [which 
would  raise  about  $800,]  to  be  expended 
in  completing  the  State-House  ;  but  noth- 
ing appears  to  have  been  done,  and  the 
time  was  near  [Sept.  i,  1808,]  when  the 
work  was  to  be  completed.  Therefore, 
May  12,  1S08.  the  town  voted  a  tax  of  4 
cents  on  the  dollar  of  the  list  of  1807, 
[which  would  raise  about  $1000,]  tv.o- 
tliirds  payable  in  grain  and  provisions,  and 
one-third  in  specie  or  current  bank  bills, 
or  orders  from  the  building  committee,  or 
receipts  or  orders  from  the  architect  and 
con/;tructor.  Deacon  Sylvanus  Baldwin. 
The  constable  began  to  collect  this  tax,  when 
he  was  met  by  the  objection,  from  a  shrewd 
farmer,  that  by  the  constitution  of  the 
State  a  town  had  not  the  power  to  tax  its 
inhabitants  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
State-house.  The  judges  and  lawyers 
were  then  consulted,  and  lo !  the  judg- 
ment of  the  farmer  was  unanimously  af- 
firmed. This  was  a  predicament  very  un- 
welcome to  the  people,  most  of  whom  were 
willing  to  pay  the  tax ;  yet  it  was  a  serious 
prediaiment,  because  the  constable  dared 
not  attempt  to  collect  a  tax  which  might 
afterwards  be  repudiated,  and  thus  the 
burden  be  cas^t  upon  himself.  In  this 
emergency  two  projects  were  suggested : 
one  being  the  selection  of  a  collector  who 
had  no  property,  and  the  other  a  minor  as 
collector,  on  the  presumption  that  he 
would  not  be  suable.  The  latter  course 
was  adopted,  and  the  tax-bill  was  put  into 
the  hand  of  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  brother 
of  Sylvanus.    He  collected  the  tax,  even 


the  constitutionally  scrupulous  farmer  pay- 
ing his  proportion  with  his  townsmen. 
The  original  subscriptions,  the  tax,  and 
other  donations,  amounted  to  from  $8000 
to  $9000,  which  was  the  cost  of  the  house 
exclusive  of  the  land — 20  rods  by  16,  which 
was  given  by  Thomas  Davis. 

THE  FIRST  STATE-HOL'SE 

was  constructed  of  wood,  50  by  70  feet  on 
the  ground  ;  36  feet  high  to  the  roof,  sept- 
angular-shaped in  front,  and  otherwise 
square.  About  20  feet  of  the  front  was  in 
three  floors — the  first  being  the  vestibule 
to  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, which  was  50  feet  square,  and  rose 
to  the  height  of  the  first  two  stories  front ; 
the  second  floor  gave  entrance  to  the  gal- 
lery of  the  House  ;  and  the  third  floor,  cov- 
ering the  vestibules  and  hall  of  the  House, 
was  occupied  by  the  room  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  into  which  an  audience-room 
for  spectators  opened,  and  by  committee- 
rooms — one  of  them  named  Jefferson  Hall, 
and  famous  as  the  scene  of  political  cau- 
cuses. The  roof  was  surmounted  by  a 
modest  cupola,  in  which  v.as  the  finest- 
toned  bell  the  town  has  ever  had.  The 
building  was  plainly  furnished,  warmed 
with  stoves,  and  lighted  with  tallow  can- 
dles— the  hall  of  the  House  with  a  chan- 
delier so  striking  in  its  proportions  and  so 
brilliant  in  its  effect  as  to  be  a  marked  ex- 
ception to  the  })lainnessof  everything  else, 
and  to  incur  the  censure,  as  a  piece  of 
"foolery,''  of  one  of  the  wisest  of  the  old 
legislators — Henry  Olin.  This  house  was 
used  until  1836,  when  it  was  succeeded  by 

THE  SECOND  STATE-HOUSE. 

This  was  authorized  by  act  of  Nov.  8, 
1832,  on  condition  that  Montpclier  should 
pay  $15,000   towards    its  construction. 
This  sum  was  paid,  and  $3000  more  for 
additional  land.    The  second  house  was 
beautiful  and  substantial — a  perfect  speci- 
men (the  dome  excepted,)  of  Grecian 
architecture — and  the  finest  Capitol  of  its 
day  in  New  England,  if  not  in  the  coun- 
j  try.    The  grounds,  including  fence,  ter- 
I  race  and  approaches,  were  the  same  as 
j  now ;  and  as  the  building  was  in  form  the 
i  same  as  the  present,  a  Greek  cross,  differ- 
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ing  little  in  dimensions,  (but  more  in  tlie 
roof  and  dome,)  a  particular  description  is 
not  necessary.*  The  whole  cost,  (the 
Davis  land  excepted.)  of  this  house  and 
ojrounds  was  $132,077.23.  This  Capitol 
was  used  until  Jan.  5,  1857,  when,  through 
a  lack  of  due  caution  both  in  erecting  and 
managing  the  heating  apparatus,  the  wood- 
work of  the  interior  took  fire,  and  all  the 
wood-work  was  destroyed,  and  the  walls 
of  granite  and  brick  were  badly  damaged. 

THE  THIRD  STATE-HOUSE 

was  authorized  by  act  of  Feb.  27,  1857, 
which  appropriated  $40,000  on  condition 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Montpelier  should 
give  good  and  suftlcient  security  to  pay  in- 
to the  treasury  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole 
cost  of  the  work.  This  security  was  given 
in  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $100,000.  At  the 
session  of  1858,  no  appropriation  was  made 
by  the  State,  and  the  work  was  carried  on  to 
completion  by  funds  advanced  by  citizens 
of  iMontpelier,  leaving  bills  for  the  iurni- 
ture  and  some  other  debts  outstanding  to 
the  amount  of  $34,000  in  1859,  which  sum 
the  State  tlien  assumed,  and  the  cost  of  con- 
struction was  reported  in  1859,  as  being 
"within  $150,000.''  The  first  appropria- 
tion by  the  State,  Feb.  1857,  was  $40,000  ; 
the  second,  Nov.  1857,  was  $30,000,  and 
whatever  should  be  paid  by  Montpelier  on 
the  bond  required  by  the  first  named  act — 
the  amount  then  paid  being  $42,000  ;  and 
the  State  in  1S59  appropriated  the  further 
sum  of  $34,000 — making  in  all  $146,000. 
The  contributions  of  Montpelier  to  the 
three  houses  have  amounted  to  about  $71,- 
000,  exclusive  of  interest  and  the  land 
originally  deeded  by  Thomas  Davis,  which 
now,  if  it  was  private  property,  would  be 
the  most  valuable  land  in  the  town.  Every 
part  of  the  building,  which  is  ever  heated 
or  artiiically  lighted,  is  fire-proof,  the  ma- 


j  but  the  furniture,  upholstery,  gas  fixtures, 
I  and  heating  apparatus  (by  steam)  are  tar 
superior.  The  central  building  is  72  feet 
8  inches  in  height,  surmounted  by  a  dome 
and  cupola  56  ft.  9  in.  in  ht. — extreme  ht.  to 
base  of  the  statue  representing  Agriculture, 
which  caps-  the  cupola,  129  feet  5  inches. 
The  length  of  the  central  building  is,  for  the 
portico  18  feet  and  the  side  walls  95  feet  8 
inches — in  all  113  feet  8  inches;  and  the 
breadth  is  72  feet  8  inches.  The  wings 
are  each  52  feet  in  length,  making  the  ex- 
treme length  of  both,  including  the  width 
of  the  central  building,  176  feet  8  inches. 
The  width  of  each  wing  is  50  feet  8  inches, 
and  the  height  47  feet  8  inches,  with  cor- 
nices reaching  to  8  feet  below  that  of  the 
central  building,  giving  to  the  whole  pile  the 
j  shape  of  the  Greek  cross.  By  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  building,  opportunity  was  giv- 
en for  great  improvements  in  its  value  and 
convenience  for  public  business.  The 
Stiite  Library  has  been  materially  enlarged 
aud  improved,  specially  in  law,  history, 
and  general  literature,  until  it  has  come  to 
be  indispensable  to  judges,  lawyers,  and 
literary  men  for  books  of  reference,  and 
the  number  of  volumes  has  largely  out- 
grown the  room.  A  fine  State  Cabinet  of 
mineralogy  and  natural  history  has  been 
formed,  and  it  receives  additions  annually. 
The  battle-flags  of  the  Vemiont  troops  in 
the  war  for  the  Union  are  carefully  pre- 
ser\'ed,  with  the  portraits  of  many  of  her 
officers ;  and  within  the  State  Department 
and  the  room  assigned  to  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society  all  the  fragments  of  the 
early  history  of  the  State  feliat  are  attain- 
able are  gathered  and  safely  kept.  On  the 
whole,  the  glory  of  the  latter  house  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  former. 

COUNTY  BUILDINGS. 


terials  being  gmnite,  brick,  iron  and  mar- 1    From  the  settlement  of  the  town  until  1797 


ble ;  and  the  roof  and  dome,  which  can 
hardly  ever  be  exposed  to  fire  unless  by 
lightning,  are  covered  with  copper  and  con- 
nected by  copper  conductors  running  to  the 
ground  drains.  The  style  of  architecture 
is  the  sam.e  as  that  of  the  second  capitol, 

*  For  a  gof'il  <lt'Scrii)tion  see  fZutiockJ  Thompson'.'i 
Ye)  luont  [Civil  llisloiy,!  pages  iJi-J. 


it  was  in  the  County  of  Orange.  In  1795, 
j  the  town  voted  unanimously  to  petition 
the  Legislature  to  be  set  off  to  the  County 
!  of  Chittenden,  and  failed  to  succeed,  but 
I  was  annexed  to  the  County  of  Caledonia  in 
I  1797,  and  there  remained  until  the  County 
j  of  Jefferson  was  organized  Dec.  i,  1811, 
i  with  Montpelier  as  the  county  town.  The 
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name  of  the  County  was  changed  to  Wash- 
ington in  1S14.  The  first  court  house  was 
erected  in  181S,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
State  House  grounds — a  wooden  building, 
which  now  adjoins  the  Catholic  church, 
and  is  occupied  by  its  priest.  The  second 
house,  of  brick,  was  erected  on  the  corner 
of  Slate  and  Elm  streets  in  1843,  and  was 
burned  the  same  year.  The  third,  a  brick 
building,  enlarged  in  1S79,  partly  burned 
in  1880,  and  re-finished  in  Aug.  1880,  was 
erected  on  the  same  site  in  1844.  The 
first  jail-house  was  the  dwelling-house  of 
the  first  settler  in  the  village — Jacob  Davis. 
It  was  gi\en  to  the  County  by  Thomas 
Davis,  son  of  Jacob,  and  was  converted 
into  a  jail  and  residence  for  the  jailor. 
The  changes  in  tl.is  building,  to  adapt  it 
to  its  purposes,  were  made  at  the  expense 
of  citizens  of  Montpelier.  In  1832,  the 
County  rebuilt  the  jail  part  of  this  building, 
and  gave  back- half  of  the  building  to  the 
original  donor,  who  then  needed  this  act 
of  justice.  In  1857,  the  County  substi- 
tuted the  present  substantial  and  handsome 
building  for  the  old  one,  and  paid  Mr. 
Davis  for  his  interest  in  the  property.  In 
this  connection  a  fact  is  added  to  correct  the 
perhaps  general  impression  that  the  State- 
House  and  other  public  buildings  are 
sources  of  wealth  to  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  especially  the  hotel-keepers.  Mr. 
Davis  gave  bountifully  of  his  property  to 
the  State  and  County,  doubtless  hoping  to 
regain  all  his  gifts  and  more,  by  the  in- 
creased patronage  he  would  receive  in  his 
hotel.  That  hotel  was  the  finest  of  its 
day,  at  least  in  the  State,  and  was,  as  it 
has  almost  ever  since  been,  the  one  most 
favored.  Mr.  Davis  was  himself  an  indus- 
trious, temperate  and  laborious  man,  and 
had  the  aid  of  sons  ar\d  daughters  born  in 
his  house ;  and  yet  he  would  have  died  a 
poor  man,  entii^ly  dependent  upon  his 
children,  but  for  the  remnant  of  his  early 
patrimony  which  was  restored  in  his  old 
age  by  the  County. 

HOTKLS. 

The  first  building  sen'ing  as  a  public 
house  was  Col..  Jacob  Davis'  residence  on 
Elm  street,  afterwards  the  jail-house,  and 
still  serving  for  dwellings  on  another  part 


of  the  same  street.  The  first  hotel  in  the 
town  and  county,  built  specially  for  the 
purpose,  was  built  by  Col.  Jacob  Davis, 
about  1793 — the  Union  House,  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Unitarian  church.  It  was 
of  wood,  and  was  burned  in  1835.  An- 
other hotel  of  brick  was  erected  on  the 
same  site,  and  that  also  was  burned  in 
1859,  '^'''^^  succeeded  by  the  present 
Union  House,  standing  on  the  opposite 
corner  of  Main  and  Court  streets.  Tiie 
second  hotel  built  was  the  Hutchins  tav- 
ern, longer  known  as  the  Shepard  tavern, 
a  wooden  building,  which  stood  on  Main, 
opposite  IJarre  street;  it  was  burned.  The 
third  hotel  erected  was  the  Pavilion,  by 
Thomas  Davis,  in  1S07-8,  a  brick  build- 
ing. For  its  day  it  was  one  of  the  best 
hotels  in  New  England,  adorned  with 
niouldings,  carved  wood-work,  and  fresco 
painting  excelled  only  in  modern  times. 
Mahlon  Cottrill  enlarged  the  building  to 
about  double  its  original  dimensions.  This 
building  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
building,  erected  by  Theron  O.  Bailey, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  hotels  in 
New  England.  The  third  hotel  erected 
was  by  Obadiah  Eaton  in  18 10,  on  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  Central  Vermont  rail- 
road for  depot  purposes.  This  building- 
was  moved  to  Elm  street,  and  is  now  oc- 
cupied as  a  dwelling-house.  The  fourth 
hotel  was  of  brick,  on  the  south  side  of 
State  street,  and  a  few  doors  west  of  Main 
street,  which  was  kept  for  many  years  by 
Rufus  Campbell,  Hugh  Gourley,  William 
Rogers  and  others,  and  was  then  converted 
into  stores.  It  was  erected  about  1824. 
The  fifth  was  the  Eagle  hotel,  on  State 
street,  enlarged  and  changed  into  the 
present  American  house.  The  sixth  was 
the  brick  dwelling-house  on  State  street 
erected  by  Henry  Y.  Barnes,  and  changed 
into  a  temperance  hotel.  For  many  years 
it  was  knov/n  as  Burnham's  hotel,  and  is 
now  known  as  the  Bishop  house.  This 
comprises  the  list  of  hotels  in  the  present 
town  of  Montpelier,  In  the  part  of  the 
old  town  which  is  now  East  Mont|:>€lier, 
the  writer  remembers  five  taverns,  some 
of  which  were  not  without  fame  in  their 
day.    For  a  time  there  was  a  hotel  in  the 
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present  limits  of  Montpelier,  but  not  in 
the  village,  known  as  the  Coffee  House. 
It  was  on  the  farm  two  miles  from  the 
State-House,  and  on  the  road  to  Barre. 
The  farm  was  originally  owned  by  Jacob 
Davis,  Jr.,  and  is  still  known  as  theCotTee 
House. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTOKV. 

The  town  records  show  action  by  the 
town  in  respect  to  the  gospel  fund  and 
to  preaching  at  different  times,  commenc- 
ing March  i6,  1795,  but  not  much  fruit. 
About  that  time  the  first  Methodist  class 
was  formed.    [See  History  of  Methodist 
church,  by  Methodist  contributors.]  From 
1 79 1,  Clark  Stevens,  Friend  or  Quaker,  ' 
was  a  resident  of  East  .Montpelier,  and 
was  joined  by  others  of  the  same  per-  j 
suasion,  when  religious  meetings  were  held  ; 
i.^  1803,  a  society  was  regularly  organized, 
and  shortly  after  a  house  for  their  meet- 
ings was  erected.    In  1S04.,  regular  le- 
ligious  meetings  were  established  in  the 
village  for  services  in  "singing  and  read- 
ing of  sermons when  destitute  of  preach- 
ing.   The  first  record  of  regular  preaching,  I 
in  what  is  now  Montpelier,  was  by  Rev.  j 
Clark  Brown,  of  Brimfield,  .Mass.    In  1S05,  | 
he  was  employed  by  the  town  to  preach  j 
for  one  year ;  but  he  did  not  succeed  in 
that  profession,  and  in  1S06,  left  it  and 
started  a  newspaper.     In   1807,  a  Mr. 
Hovey  was  employed  as  preacher,  but  left ! 
the  same  year. 

FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 

In  the  winter  of  1808,  Rev.  Chester 
Wright  spent  a  few  Sabbaths,  and  Apr. 
12,  thereafter,  83  leading  citizens  of  the 
village  formed  "The  First  Congregational 
Society  in  Montpelier.'''  July  20,  1808, 
"The  First  Congregational  Church" 
was  formed,  /:onsisting  of  17  members. 
Mr.  Wright  was  then  employed  as  stated 
preacher,  and  continued  as  such  until  Aug. 
16,  1809,  when  he  was  made  the  perma- 
nent pastor  of  the  church.  The  number 
of  the  members  of  this  church  reported  in 
June,  1872,  was  440,  of  whom  155  w'ere 
then  non-residents  who  had  not  taken 
letters  of  dismission  or  formally  changed 
their  relation.    The  whole  number  admit- ' 


ted  to  this  church  has  been  near  1200, 
thus  showing  that  the  removals  by  emigra- 
tion and  death  have  been  about  900.  The 
meetings  were  usually  held  in  the  State- 
House,  sometimes  in  the  Academ.y  build- 
ing until  1820,  when  what  has  been  com- 
monly known  as  "the  brick  church  "was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  about  $8,000.  The 
present  elegant  and  substantial  building, 
called  Bethany  Church,"  which  was  ded- 
icated Oct.  15,  1 868,  occupies  the  site  of 
the  old  church.  The  value  of  Bethany 
church  was  reported  to  the  last  General 
Convention  to  be  $70,000 ;  but  including 
the  land  and  organ,  and  the  cost  of  the 
construction  of  the  building,  the  sum 
should  be  about  $6,000  greater.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Montpelier  : 

Aug.  16,  1809,  to  Dec.  22,  1830,  Ches- 
ter Wright;  Oct.  26,  1831,  to  April  19, 
1835,  Samuel  Hopkins;  Aug.  25,  1836,  to 
July  15,  1840,  Buel  W.  Smith;  Dec.  15, 
1841,  to  Dec.  9.  1846,  JohnGridley ;  Sejtt. 
27,  1847,  to  1878,  W.  H.  Lord;  1878  to 
the  present  time,  J.  H.  Hincks. 

second  CONOR EGATION.-U.  CHURCH,  OR 
FREE  CHURCH. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1S35,  con- 
sisting mainly  of  members  of  the  P^irst 
Congregational  church.  For  a  few  years, 
under  the  ministration  of  Rev.  Shermnn 
Kellogg,  it  prospered,  but  afterwards  de- 
clined, and  about  the  year  1848,  was  aban- 
doned, a  part  of  the  members  returning  to 
the  First  Church,  and  others  joining  the 
Methodist  church.  The  pastors  and  min- 
isters of  this  church  v>-ere  :  1835  to  1842, 
Sherman  Kellogg;  1842  to  1844,  Joab 
Seeley;  1845  1847,  E.  J.  Comings. 
This  church  and  society  erected  and  used 
the  building  on  State  street,  which  is  now 
the  Village  Hall. 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

Elder  Ziba  Woodworth,  (see  biogi-aph- 
ical  sketch  in  East  Montpelier,)  was  a  cit- 
izen of  the  town  at  its  organization,  and 
on  its  record  is  a  certificate  of  his  good 
standing  in  the  Baptist  church  prior  to  his 
residence  here.  From  about  1800,  Mr. 
Woodworth  was  in  the  habit  of  exhorting 


I 


r. 

I 


montpp:lier. 


2S9 


as  occasion  offered,  and  in  1806,  he  was 
ordained,  and  preached  from  iSo6to  1826. 
PhiHp  Wheeler  is  named  in  Walton's  Reg- 
ister as  a  Baptist  preacher  in-i8i5-i6,  and 
again  from  1823  to  1S25,  and  also  Samuel 
Parker  from  1827  to  1832.  A  church  was 
organized  in  1830,  says  D.  P.  Thompson, 
which  would  be  in  the  ministry  of  Mr. 
Parker.  In  1870,  the  church  and  society 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  hand- 
some church  edifice  on  School  street, 
which  has  since  been  completed.  The 
clerical  list,  so  far  as  it  is  attainable,  is  as 
follows,  beginning  with  the  organization 
of  the  church  in  1830:    1S30-32,  Samuel 

Parker;  1840,    Keniston ;  1841-43, 

ZebinaYoung  ;  1849,  Jackson  ;  1S66-8, 

N.  P.  Foster  ;  1869-71,  William  Fitz ; 
1872-78,  N.  Newton  Glazier:  1879  to  the 
present  time,  H.  A.  Rogers. 

UNIVERSALIST  CHURCHES  OR  SOCIETIES. 

In  an  account  of  the  religious  condition 
of  the  town  previous  to  1811 ,  tlic  late  Rev. 
Chester  Wright  stated  that  previous  to 
1800,  there  had  rarely  been  any  preaching 
except  by  the  Methodists ;  that  the  in- 
creased population  from  1800  was  divided 
into  various  sects,  the  largest  number  pro- 
fessing Universalism.    A  society  of  this 
sect  was  formed  in  the  village,  (now  Mont- 
pelier,)  in  183 1  ;  one  had  been  formed 
earlier  at  the  centre  of  the  old  town,  and 
shared  the  m'jeting-house  therewith  other 
j     denominatioxis,  and  at  a  later  date  a  third 
j     was  fomied  in  East  Montpelier,  and  erect 
:     ed  a  house  of  worship  in  East  Montpelier 
I     village,  which  has  been  maintained  ever 
J     since,  and  is  now  a  handsome  structure. 
I     The  follovring  list  of  Universalist  preach- 
i     ers  in  Montpelier  has  been  gathered  from 
I     Walton's  Register : 

j  1S33,  John  M.  Currier;  1834,  John  M. 
\     Austin;  1835,  B.  H.  Fuller,  J.  Wright; 

1836,  J.  Wright  f  I S37-8,  John  Gregory; 

1839,  J.  Wriglit,  J.  Boyden;  1840  to  1866, 

KU  Ballou;  1867-70,  J.  O.  Skinner;  1871, 

£.  Ballou. 

UNITARIAN  CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY. 

There  had  been  occasionally  missionary 
efforts  for  this  denomination,  but  no  stated 
preaching    and   permanent  organization 


until  after  the  coming  of  Rev.  C.  A,*  Allen 
I  in  1865.    A  church  and  society  has  been 
j  formed,  consisting  of  Universalists  and 
I  Unitarians,  and  a  handsome  church  edi- 
1  fice  has  been  erected  on  the  corner  of 
i  Main  and  School  streets,  called  "  Tht 
;  Church  of  the  Messiah.''    The  list  of  min- 
isters embraces  but  two   names :  Rev. 
Chas.  A.  Allen  began  his  labors  in  Mont- 
pelier in  1864,  and  remained  here  5  years, 
receiving  leave  of  absence  for  a  year  in 
1869,  and  resigning  his  charge  before  that 
leave  had  expired.  Rev.  J.  Edward  Wright 
became  pastor  in  1869,  and  is  now  (18.81) 
in  charge. 

PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

In  1842,  a  church  of  this  denomination 
was  organized,  consisting  in  part  of  mem- 
bers dismissed  by  request  from  the  ffrst 
Congregational  church,  among  them  being 
the  first  rector.  A  small  church  edifice 
was  immediately  built,  and  in  1867-8,  an- 
other elegant  one  on  State  street,  near  the 
centre  of  the  village,  which  superseded  the 
first.  It  is  called  "Christ  Church."  The 
list  of  rectors  is  as  follows  : 

1843-49,  George  B.  Manser;  1850-53, 
E.  F.  Putnam;  1854-65,  F.  W.  Shelton  ; 
1866-8,  D.  C.  Roberts;  1869-70,  Wm.  J. 
Harris;  1871-79,  A.  Hull;  1880  and  since, 
H.  F.  Hill.  [An  additional  paper  is  prom- 
ised by  the  rector.  Rev.  Mr.  Hill. — Ed.] 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

No  record  is  found  of  regular  ministra- 
tions according  to  the  forms  of  the  Cath- 
olic church  for  any  considerable  period 
previous  to  1850,  but  there  had  been  fre- 
quent visitations  before  that  date,  notably 
by  "Father  O'Callaghan,"'  of  Burlington. 
The  old  court  house  was  first  converted  to 
the  uses'  of  a  church,  and  was  again  con- 
verted into  the  priest's  residence,  when  a 
convenient  brick  edifice  had  been  erec*:ed 
near  the  State  House,  now  known  as  "  St. 
Augustine."  The  congregation  is  the 
largest  in  the  town,  being  gathered  from 
Montpelier  and  neighboring  towns.  The 
clerical  list  is  as  follows,  gathered  from 
Walton's  Register: 

1850-53,  Hector  Drolette ;  1861-63,2. 
Druon;  1864-81,  J.  M.  P.  Duglue,  in  whose 
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absence  Father  Savoie officiated.  [An ad- 
ditional paper  will  be  given  hereafter. — 
Ed.] 

LITERARY  IXSTITUTIONS,  NEWSPAPERS,  SiC 

f  The  history  of  the  con^inmn  schools — at 
least  until  the  establishment  of  a  graded 
school  by  the  union  of  all  the  districts  in 
the  village — is  that  of  every  other  town  of 
like  population,  and  need  not  be  given. 
Preliminary  to  a  notice  of  the  chartered 
literary  institutions  in  their  order,  four  so- 
cieties designed  to  supplement  the  formal 
schools  are  worthy  of  notice. 

LIBRARIES  AND  DEBATIXG  SOCIETIES. 

The  first  was  a  Circidatim^  Library,  of 
about  200  vols.,  established  in  1794,  and  lo- 
cated in  the  centre  of  the  old  town,  probably 
under  the  care  of  the  late  Parley  Davis. 
One  feature  was  the  exclusion  of  ail  novels 
as  well  as  all  religious  books,  thus  limit- 
ing the  selection  of  books  to  works  of 
history,  travels,  biography,  the  sciences, 
philosophy,  agriculture,  mechanics,  and 
such  poetry  as  was  admissible  under  the 
rule ;  and  the  second  v/as  the  establish- 
ment of  a  similar  library  in  the  village, 
Feb.  28,  18 14,  which  was  not  quite  so  ex- 
clusive in  character.  Both  libraries  ex- 
isted for  many  years,  and  were  undoubtedly 
useful  to  all  who  were  disposed  to  profit  by 
them.  The  third  was  a  literary  society 
formed  aboit  1807,  for  theme  writing  and 
debate,  calied  "  T/ie  Franklin  Society;'  of 
which  the  apprentices  in  the  printing- 
offices  and  other  mechanical  trades  were 
the  members.  Its  rules  required  gentle- 
manly language  and  deportment;  and  one 
who  was  an  originator  of  the  society,  (the 
late  Gen.  Ezeklel  P.  Walton,)  informed 
the  v/riter  that  all  the  members  became 
intelligent,  valuable  and  influential  cit- 
izens, except  one  alone,  who  was  expelled 
for  profanity.  Another  society,  with  the 
same  name,  existed  in  1S2S.  A  similar 
but  small  society  was  in  existence  some 
few  years,  dating  also  from  about  1S2S, 
and  with  like  results  :  at  least  three  of  the 
members  became  editors,  two  of  them  | 
Members  of  Congress  at  the  same  time,  ! 
and  another  a  judge  of  the  superior  court 


of  one  of  the  large  Western  States.*  The 
fourth  was 

"THE  RIOXTPELIER  LYCEUM,"' 

formed  Nov.  18,  1829,  which  was  contin- 
ued for  several  years.  Its  design  was 
"  mutual  improvement  in  useful  knowl- 
edge," and  the  means  were,  by  addresses, 
lectures,  essays,  reports  upon  assigned 
topics,  and  oral  debate  upon  selected  ques- 
tions. The  members  were  not  only  the 
young  people  of  both  sexes  from  the 
schools,  but  also  professional  men,  mer- 
chants and  mechanics  of  all  ages.  The 
lad  in  his  teens  met  his  minister,  his 
teacher,  his  doctor,  or  the  judges  and  law- 
yers of  the  village,  in  public  debate,  and 
all  were  encouraged  to  take  part  in  the  ex- 
ercises. The  fruits  were  indeed  "im- 
provement in  useful  knowledge,"  and  the 
art  of  imparting  knowledge  ;  making  good 
writers  and  keen  debaters,  sharpening  the 
intellectual  powers,  educating  in  all  the 
members  a  taste  for  vv'hatever  is  excellent 
and  useful  in  literature  and  science,  and 
inspiring  a  zeal  for  personal  and  pul^lic 
improvement.  Its  first  president, and  prob- 
ably its  originator,  was  the  well-beloved 
principal  of  Washington  County  Grammar 
School  for  12  years — the  late  Rev.  Jona- 
than C.  Southmayd. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY  GRA^LMAR  SCHOOL. 

Nov.  7,  1810,  Montpelicr  Academy  was 
incorporated,  the  name  being  changed  in 
18 13  to  Washington  County  Grammar 
School,  and  endowed  with  the  rents  of  the 
Grammar  School  lands.  The  first  acad- 
emy building  was  of  wood,  44  by  36  feet 
on  the  ground,  and  two  stories  in  height. 
It  was  located  on  what  is  now  the  triangle 
on  Main  at  the  intersection  of  Spring  street, 
near  the  "  Academy  bridge."  This  build- 
ing was  burned  in  1822,  when  a  more  com- 
modious brick  building  was  f^rected,  which 
was  used  until  it  was  superseded  by  the 
larger  and  still  more  commodious  Union 
School  building,  erected  at  the  head  of 

•Tliree  oftlio  grjidiiatc-s  froTu  Gen.  "SValton's  print- 
ing-Owice  were  .'?ervi!iK  in  Coiifjro ss  at  tlie  same  time 
I  ill  18.''/7-'50— firt  o  a';  Members  o(  the  House  tVoni  ^!:i.-5s:t- 
j  clHisetts  and  Vennoiit,  and  a  tiiird.  Imiling  frui;i  it 
1  Vv'estern  State,  in  tlu;  posr-o.Tice  of  tlie  House,  ansi 
atterward  in  the  Clerks'  Dc-partnient,  and  as  Fay- 
i  njast<;r  in  tlie  Arnir  in  tiie  Rtbellion  war.   Two  otlier 
graduates  from  that  otilce  became  clergymen  of  good 
I  reputation. 
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School  street  in  1858-^.  The  principal 
instructors  of  the  Academy  and  Grammar 
School,  until  its  union  with  the  Graded 
School,  were :  James  Whorter,  James 
Dean,*  Joseph  Sill,  Benton  Pixley,t 
Hill,  Thomas  Heald,  Justus  W.  French,]: 
Seneca  White,  Henian  Rood,  John  Stev- 
ens, Jonathan  C.  Southmayd,  J.  B.  East- 
man, Augustus  A.  Wood,  j!  Aaron  G. 
Pease, §  Calvin  Pease,*,  J.  H.  Morse,  M. 
Colburn,  Geo.  N.  Clark,**  Davis  Strong, 
Horace  Herrick,  J.  E.  Goodrich,  Charles 
Kent  and  C.  R.  Ballard.  Others  were 
temporarily  employed,  and  among  them 
was  the  late  Hon.  Joshua  Y.  Vail,  in  the  early 
years  of  the  school,  and  Robert  Hale  in 
the  later ;  and  in  the  interim  between  the 
destruction  of  the  first  academy  building 
and  the  completion  of  the  second,  the 
want  of  an  academy  was  measurably  sup- 
plied by  a  classical  school  under  a  Mr. 
Sherard.  For  many  years,  dating  from 
the  preceptorship  of  Mr.  Southmayd, 
Washington  County  Grammar  School  was, 
among  others  of  its  day,  of  the  very  high- 
est reputation  in  tlie  State,  sending  out  as 
teachers,  clergymen,  lawyers,  physicians 
and  public  rnen,  a  long  roll  to  the  high 
honor  of  the  institution  and  its  instructors. 

MONTPELIER  UNION  GRADED  SCHOOL. 

Prompted  in  part  by  a  bequest  of  $1,000 
by  Hezekiah  H.  Reed, land  was  purchased 
amply  suffi  ;ient  for  school  purposes  for 
many  generations,  and  a  school-house 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $19,000,  when^  unaer 
the  general  statute  and  special  acts  passed 
in  1 85 S-9,  the  four  school-districts  in  the 
village  were  united  into  one  Union  School 
district.  The  special  acts  gave  full  powers 
in  respect  to  the  course  of  study,  and  with 
a  union  of  Washington  Countv  Grammar 


•Afterward  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  tlie  Uni- 
vorsitv  of  Vermont.  [Sec  vol.  I.  Burlington  raperon 
tl.e  University  by  lirof  Clark— Ed.] 

tClerKyuian  iuWilliamstown  and  missionary  among 
the  Western  Indians. 

tClCTi^'ymiin  in  Vermont,  New  York  and  New  Jer- 
sey. 

;|  Clergyman  in  New  York. 
^CkT^rymau  in  Vermont. 

^  Professor  ar.d  Presidetit  of  University  of  Vermont, 
who  difd  while  pustr.r  of  a  Prt-^bytrrian  ciuirch  at 
Koci tester.  S'.  Y.  [^ice  Mi.-i-Hr^hy  of,  by  brotlier  of 
President  Peaso,  vol.  I,  tiiis  uo-k—Ed.] 

♦'Professor  In  University  of  Verinont,  and  now 
clert;ynian  and  Secretary  ^  f  Uie  Americj'.n  Board  f<>r 
Foreign  .Missions.  [i<t'<'  Pap'jr  by  him  on  U.  V.  M., 
vol.  I.  Vt.  Hist.  Gaz.-Ed.] 


School  with  the  district,  a  course  was 
adopted  embracing  all  studies  necessary, 
from  the  primary  to  the  highest  grades  re- 
quired for  admission  to  colleges  and  the 
highest  institutions  for  the  education  of 
females.  Thus  was  formed  a  Union  and 
Graded  School,  which  has  endeared  itself 
to  children  and  parents,  and  is  an  honor 
and  a  source  of  just  pride  to  the  town. 
The  principals  have  been:  1859-61,  M. 
M.  Marsh;  1862-7 1,  Daniel  D.  Gorham  ; 
1872-7 j„  C.  W.  Westgate  ;  iS7S-77^  J  -  E. 
Miller;  1878-9, A.  W\  Blair;  i88o,W.W. 
Prescott;  1881,  H.  R.  Brackett.  ' 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  AUTHORS. 

The  first  newspaper  established  in  Mont- 
pelier  ^vas  JVit^  Vennont  Precursor,  by 
Clark  Brown,  in  November,  1S06.  Mr. 
Brown  had  not  been  fortunate  as  a  preach- 
er, having  failed  in  a  few  months,  and 
he  was  little  more  fortimate  as  publisher, 
since  he  sold  his  paper  in  less  than  a  year 
to  Samuel  Goss,  the  tirst  proprietor  of 
The  ll'ah/iman,  which  was  afterwards, 
from  January,  1826,  the  Vennont  Watch- 
man dr'  State  Gazette,  and  from  Dec.  13, 
1836,  and  still  is,  the  Ver»w)it  Watchman 
&^  State  Jonrnal ;  and  the  oldest  newspa- 
per in  Montpelier.  The  real  germ  of  the 
Watchman,  however,  was  not  the  Precur- 
sor, but  the  Grceti  Jfo7nitai/i  Patriot,  es- 
tablished at  Peacham,  Feb.  179S,  by  Sam- 
uel Goss  and  Amos  Farley,  and  discontin- 
ued in  March,  1807,  the  year  in  which  Mr. 
Goss  moved  his  office  to  Montpelier.  The 
editors  of  the  Watchman  have  beeil  Sam- 
uel Goss,  Ezekiel  P.  Walton,  E.  P.  Wal- 
ton Jr.,  [so  known  to  the  public,  the  true 
name  being  Eliakim  P.  Walton,]  Joseph 
&  J.  Monroe  Poland.  The  period  of  Mr. 
Goss  was  from  1807  to  1810;  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ton senior  until  about  i83r,  after  which 
his  brother  Joseph  S.  Walton  assisted  for 
awhile,  and  E.  P.  Walton  Jr.  until  Sept. 
1853  ;  the  latter  was  editor  and  proprietor 
until  Jan.  16,  1868,  and  editor  until  Mar. 
1 868  ;  and  from  March  1S68,  the  Messrs. 
Poland  were  in  charge  until  J.  M.  Poland 
retired.  During  the  40  years  of  service  by 
Walion,  senior,  the  business  of  book-pub- 
lishing and  selling  was  connected  with  the 
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newspaper,  and  for  several  years  after  his 
sons  had  become  of  a^e,  the  business  was 
greati}'  enlarged  by  unitijig  under  one 
manngement  the  newspaper,  job  and  book- 
printing,  paper-making,  book-binding,  and 
book-selling,  making  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant business  establishments  in  the 
town,  and  furnishing  support  to  a  greater 
number  of  families  than  any  other  at  the 
time. 

The  next  newspaper  in  point  of  time  was 
The  Frcema7Cs  Press,  by  Derick  Sibley, 
or  Wright  &  Sibley.  The  germ  of  that 
paper  was,  it  is  supposed,  TJie  Weekly 
IVandere?-,  commenced  at  Randolph  in 
Jan.  1801,  by  Sereno  Wright,  and  discon- 
tinued in  181 1 ;  or  possibly  was  removed 
to  Montpelier  and  ro-is;sued  as  ^'The  Free- 
7nafis  PressP  In  D.  P.  Thompson's  list 
of  business  men,  however,  the  names  of 
Wright  &  Sibley  do  not  appear  until  1815. 
I'hey  may  have  come  earlier,  and  probably 
did,  as  Rev.  John  Gridley's  History  fixes  the 
date  "about  18 13."  The  latter  was  the 
JefTersonian  Republican  as  theWatchman 
was  the  Federal  organ,  until  "the  era  of 
good  feeling'"  came  to  Montpelier  in  1818, 
when  Jonas  Galusha  received  all  the  votes 
of  Montpelier  except  one.  The  "Press" 
was  discontinued  about  that  time — possi- 
bly before  1817,  leaving  "the  Watchman" 
sole  occupant  in  the  field.  Mr.  Sibley  re- 
moved to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
highly  esteemed,  and  a  son  of  his — possi- 
bly a  native  of  Montpelier, — has  been  one 
of  the  most  successful  men  of  this  country 
in  telegraph  companies. 

The  next  newspaper  in  the  order  of  time 
was  the  '■'  Ve?'mofii Patriot &^ State  Gazette,'''' 
established  Jan.  17,  1826,  by  George 
Washington  Hill  &  Company.  It  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  organ  of  the  Jackson  par- 
ty (since  called  Democratic)  in  Vermont, 
as  was  Isaat  Hill's  ""Patriot"  in  New 
Hampshire.  The  "Vermont  Patriot"  was 
continued  for  some  years  by  its  founders  ; 
from  1834  by  Geo.  W.  Hill  and  William 
Clark;  from  1839  by  Jeremiah  T.  Mars- 
ton;  from  1S48  by  Eastman  &  Danfortli; 
from  1854  by  C.  G.  Eastman,  and  the  ad- 
ministrator of  his  estate,  from  whom  the 
paper  pa.ssed  to  E.  M.  Brown,  and  short- 


ly after  was  merged  in  the  present  ''Argus 
and  Patriot,^''  published  and  edited  by  Hi- 
ram Atkins.  The  dates  given  above,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  birth  of  the  "Patriot,"  have 
been  taken  from  D.  P.  Thompson's  list  of 
business  men,  and  may  not  be  entirely 
accurate,  though  it  is  believed  they  are 
nearly  so.  Mr.  Hill  did  not  possess  the 
editorial  tact  of  his  distinguished  brother, 
and  employed  others  to  do  the  chief  edito- 
rial work,  and  most  prominent  among  the 
several  so  employed  were  Plorace  Steele 
and  Hugh  Moore — Steele,  the  author  of 
"The  Indian  Captive,'-  (omitted  from  Za- 
dock  Thompson's  list  of  Vermont  books,) 
and  Moore  a  poet  of  no  mean  rank.  Both 
Marston  and  Eastman  were  able  editors, 
and  Eastman  was  the  sweetest  of  Vermont 
poets. 

''•The  State  yoiirnaV  was  established 
Nov.  I,  1 83 T,  by  Knapp  &  Jewett — Chaun- 
ce}-  E.  Knapp,  a  graduate  from  the  Watch- 
man office,  and  Elam  R.  Jewett.  The 
"Journal"  was  continued  until  December 
1836,  as  the  organ  of  the  Anti-Masonic 
party,  and  was  then  merged  in  the  "Watch- 
man." Mr.  Knapp  was  the  chief  editor, 
and  after  filling  State  ofiices  in  Vermont 
and  Massachusetts,  and  serving  four  years 
in  Congress  for  the  Lowell,  Mass.,  dis- 
trict— 1855-59, — he  is  now  in  harness 
again  as  editor  of  a  daily  newspaper  in 
Lowell.  Mr,  Jewett  Avas  for  a  long  time 
connected  with  the  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  has  retired  from  the 
newspaper  business  with  an  ample  fortune, 
but  is  yet  engaged  in  a  lucrative  business 
kindred  to  "the  art  of  arts." 

The  Voice  of  Freedoin  v/as  established 
in  January  1839,  by  Allen  &  Poland,  with 
C.  L.  Knapp  editor,  an  anti-slavery  news- 
paper, which  was  continued  until  1842, 
and  then  removed  to  Brandon.  It  was 
succeeded  in  1844,  at  Montpelier,  by  the 
"■Green  Mountain  Freeman,^^  by  Joseph 
Poland,  which  is  now  published  by  Her- 
bert R.  Wheelock.  The  editors  have  been 
Joseph  Poland,  Jacob  Scott,  Daniel  P. 
Thompson,  Sidney  S.  Boyce,  Charles  W. 
Willard,  J.  W.  Wheelock,  H.  R.  Whee- 
lock, and  H.  A.  Huse.   [See  paper  later.] 

The  '■'■Christian  Repository,''''  org'an  of 
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the  Universalist  denomination,  was  started 
in  Woodstock  as  "The  Universalist  Watch- 
man''' in  1829,  by  William  Bell,  and  re- 
moved to  Montpeiier  about  1836,  and  its 
title  changed.  For  most  of  the  period  of 
its  publication  in  Montpeiier,  Eli  Ballou 
was  the  editor  and  he  was  also  publisher, 
under  the  firms  of  Ballou  Sc  Loveland,  and 
Ballou  &  Son.  It  was  merged  in  a  Boston 
paper  in  1870,  having  been  edited  for  the 
three  preceding  years  by  J.  O.  Skinner. 

The  "■CJiristian  AJessetiger,''  [see  account 
of  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Bartlett!] 

The  Vervwjit  Fanner  was  commenced 
in  iMontpelier  in  1879,  ^3'  ^*  ^-  Thayer, 
and  removed  to  Northfield  in  iSSi. 

For.  The  Vermont  Chronicle,  now  pub- 
lished here,  see  Windsor,  ne.xt  volume.  . 

For  about  40  years  a  daily  paper  has 
been  issued  from  the  "Watchman"  office 
during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. It  was  originated  for  the  convenience 
only  of  members  of  the  Legislature  and 
persons  having  business  before  it,  and  i\t 
first  was  a  small  sheet  of  one  or  two  pages, 
containing  an  abstract  of  daily  proceed- 
ings. Soon  it  grew  into  a  small  news- 
paper of  four  pages,  and  contained  an  ab- 
stract of  debates  as  well  as  of  proceedings, 
and  was  in  demand  for  more  general  cir- 
culation. It  became  at  last  a  daily  paper 
of  medium  size,  or  equal  to  the  original 
weekly  "Watchman,"  and  was  entitled 
"  Walton's  Daily  Journal,''  to  distinguish 
it  from  his  weekly  newspaper.  From  the 
outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in  the  spring  of 
1861,  until  July,  1868,  it  was  continued 
regularly  as  a  daily  paper — with  two  edi- 
tions each  day  for  most  of  that  period — 
and  was  supplied  by  correspondents  in 
several  of  the  Vermont  regiments  with  val- 
uable materials  for  Vermont's  history  in 
the  War,  much  of  which  is  yet  to  be  pre- 
ser\'ed  in  a  mo^e  convenient  form.  Daily 
papers  have  occasionally  been  issued  dur- 
ing the  Legislative  sessions  from  the  "  Pat- 
riot "and  "Argus"  office,  and  also  from 
the  "Freeman"  ofilce,  and  from  the  lat- 
ter a  daily,  was  published  during  the  war. 

A  regular  visitor  into  more  Vermont 
households  than  have  received  the  Mont- 
peiier newspapers  altogether,  is  "Walton's 


Vermont  Register."  It  was  started  by  E. 
P.  Walton,  Sr.,  and  his  brother,  George 
S.  Walton,  in  18 17,  the  first  number,  (be- 
ing the  Register  for  18 18,)  having  been 
printed  and  published  in  the  closing 
months  of  that  year.  From  that  date 
until  the  present  time  it  has  been  annually 
i.ssued,  and  although  it  has  not  increased 
much  in  superficial  dimensions,  and  is  still 
a  convenient  hand-book,  it  has  increased 
in  matter  as  fast  as  the  professional  and 
other  business  of  the  State  has  increased. 
The  second  number  of  the  Register,  (for 
1819,)  was  published  by  E.  P.  Walton, 
Sr.,  Geo.  S.  having  deceased,  and  the 
publication  was. continued  by  him  and  his 
sons  lintil  1853,  when  the. publication  was 
commenced  by  E.  P.  Walton,  Jr.,  the 
present  P^liakim  P.  Walton.  In  a  few- 
years  the  proprietorship  was  given  by  him 
to  Saniuel  M.  Walton,  and  by  Jiim  it  was 
transferred  to  the  Claremont  Manufacturing 
Co.  in  1867,  their  first  issue  having  been 
the  number  for  1868,  and  in  i88i  to  the 
White  River  Paper  Co.  From  18 17,  or 
the  origin  of  the  Register,  until  now,  the 
editors  have  been  E.  P.  Walton,  Sr.,  and 
E.  P.  Walton,  Jr. — so  it  ever  has  been, 
and  still  is,  "  Walton's  Verniojii Register."' 
For  several  years  the  blanks  in  the  calen- 
dar pages  were  filled  with  guess-work  as  to 
the  weather,  and  the  writer  of  these  pages 
exercised  his  "ngenuity  in  filling  in  that 
sort  of  matter  svhen  a  boy — a  confession 
which  suggests  the  utter  folly  of  the  fash- 
ion. It  was  the  general  fashion  in  al- 
manacs, however,  and  for  the  credit  of 
W^alton's  it  must  be  said,  that  nobody 
could  be  harmed  by  a  prognostication  of 
"  rain  or  snow"  in  April,  orof  "  unsteady 
weather,  flying  clouds :  we  seldom  fail  of 
having  a  cold  north-easterly  storm  this 
month" — all  of  which  is  the  weather  wis- 
dom for  May,  1820.  The  three  last 
months  of  that  year  were  sufiered  to  go  to 
press  without  any  weather  at  all,  but  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  weather  went  on  according  to 
its  will,  without  the  slightest  respect  to  the 
Almanac  maker,  or  the  hopes  or  fears  of 
those  who  relied  upon  him.  This  folly 
was  abandoned  finally,  and  a  page  was  in- 
serted from    year  to  year  containing  a 
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weather  tabic,  which  was  originally  framed 
by  the  astronomer  Herschel,  and  corrected 
by  observations  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Adam  Clarke.  It  is  obvious,  however, 
that  any  scheme,  constructed  by  observa- 
tions on  another  continent,  and  with  a 
different  climate  from  ours,  cannot  be  re- 
liable here  ;  probably  not  as  reliable  as  the 
judgment  of  persons  who  will  themselves 
carefully  observe  the  connection  of  fair 
or  foul  weather  with  the  direction  of  the 
wind,  and  watch  the  thermometer  and 
barometer — or  better  still,  the  daily  an- 
nouncements from  the  weather  office  at 
Washington;  which,  by  the  way,  take  no 
notice  of  the  moon  as  an  element  in  fore- 
casting the  weather.  The  time  came  to 
relieve  "Walton's  Register"  from  this 
useless  matter,  and  it  wasgladly  improved. 

Among  the  papers  temporarily  published 
at  Montpelier  were  "  The  Tetiiperance 
Star,"'  published  in  1S41-2  by  the  Vermont 
Temperance  Society,  and  edited  by  Geo. 
B.  ?klanser;  '*  77/6'  Hari'isonian,''''  a  cam- 
paign paper  issued  in  1S40,  from  the 
Wakhman  office,  and  edited  by  E.  P. 
Walton,  Jr.  ;  "-The  Reform ed  Drunkard,'''' 
in  1842,  by  F.  A.  McDowell,  changed  to 
*'  The  Reformer and  discontinued;  and  1 
a  monthly  literary  and  religious  magazine  j 
in  183S,  called  ''The  Green  MoutUain 
Emporium,'''  by  John  Milton  Stearns, 
which  was  removed  to  Middlebury  and  dis- 
continued. 

The  newspapers  continued  at  this  date, 
1881,  are  "The  Vermont  Watchman  and 
State  Journal,'-  (Republican,)  'by  Joseph 
Poland;  "Argi^is  and  Patriot,''  (Demo- 
cratic,) by  Hiram  Atkins;  "The  Green 
Mountain  Freeman,"  (Republican,)  and 
"The  Christian  Messenger,"  (Methodist 
Episcopal,)  by  H.  R.  Wheelock. 

Of  books  printed  and  published  at  Mont- 
pelier a  formidable  list  could  be  made  by 
including  legislative  journals,statute  books, 
Supreme  Court  and  other  reports,  school 
books,  sermons,  pamphlets,  almanacs  and 
registers.    The  titles  of  many  of  these  j 
may  be  found  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Ver- ! 
mont  State  Library,  and  their  omission  j 
here  is  excusable.  Of  the  books  noticeable  j 
are  the  following :   Valedictory  Address  of ' 


George  Washington,  1812,  an  edition  of 
which,  thanks  to  the  W^ashington  Benevo- 
lent Societies,  saved  the  Watchman  office 
from  passing  into  the  hands  of  a  sherilf ; 
Indian  Captive,  or  the  Burning  of  Royal- 
ton,  by  Plorace  Steele,  12  mo.,  1812  ;  Di- 
gested Index  of  law  reports,  by  Nicholas 
Baylies,  1814,  3  vols,  octavo,  1512  pages; 
On  Free  Agency,  by  Nicholas  Baylies, 
1820,  12  mo.  216  pages;  Gazetteer  of  Ver- 
mont, by  Zadock  Thompson,  1824,  12  mo. 
312  pages;  English  Grammar,  by  Rufus 
Nutting,  1826,   12  mo.   136  pages;  May 
Martin,  by  D.  P.  Thompson,  i6mo.  1835, 
edition  after  edition  of  which  has  been 
printed  in  America  and  in  England  ;  and 
The  Green  Mountain  Boys,  1839,  by  D. 
P.  Thompson,  2  vols.  i2mo.  536  pages; 
The  Gift,  1841,  Poems,  by  Sophia  Watrous 
[Bemis,]  24mo.  172  pages;  Theological 
Criticism,  Poetical  Scraps,  and  Dogmas  of 
Intidelity,  1843,  by  F.  W.  Adams, ^M.  D., 
12  mo.  240  pages;  Poems,  by  Charles  G. 
Eastman,  1S48,  12  mo.  208  pages,  of  which 
a  new  and  enlarged  edition,  with  a  me- 
moir, has  been  recently  printed  ;  The  Cap- 
ital of  Vermont,  journal  of  proceedings 
and  debates  of  the  special  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  February,  1857,  with 
an  appendix  and  engravings — 8  vo.  300 
pages,   1857;  History  of  the  Town  of 
Montpelier,  by  Daniel  P.  Thompson,  i860, 
octavo,  312  pa;';es;  The  Second  Brigade, 
or  Camp  Life,  by  a  Volunteer,  [E.  F. 
Palmer,]  i6mo.  224  pages,  1864;  Adju- 
tant General's  Reports,  octa\o,  1862,  no 
pages — 1863,  106  pages — 1864,  958  pages 
— 1865,  762  pages — 1866,  368  pages — all 
embracing  an  official  history,  by  Hon.  Peter 
T.  Washburn,  of  the  part  taken  by  Vermont 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion ;  Steps  to 
Heaven,  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Bliss,  i2mo.,  1868, 
184  pages;  Collections  of  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society,  octavo,  vol.  I,  1870, 
508  pages — vol.  II,  1871,  530  pages;  The 
Family  Physician,  &c.,  by  Dr.  Leonard 
Thresher,  8vo.  1871,  406  pages;  and  the 
Governor  and  Council,  embracing  journals 
of  the  Council  of  Safety  and  Governor  and 
Council,  early  historical  documents  and 
biographical  notices,  edited  by  Eliakim  P. 
Walton,  8  vols.,  published  1873-1881. 
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Of  citizens  of  Montpelier  the  number  who 
have  been  authors  is  not  large,  but  their 
works  are  voluminous.  The  list  in  the  order 
of  time  embraces  Horace  Steele,  historical, 
I  vol.  ;  Nicholas  Baylies,  law  and  metaphys- 
ics, 4  vols.  ;  Samuel  Woodworth,  pamphlet 
poem  on  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh  ;  Sophia 
W'atrous,  poems,  i  vol.  ;  Kev.  F.  \V.  Shel- 
ton,  tales  and  miscellaneous  papers,  5  vols., 
previous  to  his  removal  from  town  ;  D.  P. 
Thompson,  historical  novels  and  history, 
10  vols;  F.  W.  Adams,  theology  and  po- 
etry, I  vol.  ;  C.  G.  Eastman,  poems,  i  vol- 
ume ;  in  all,  24  volumes. 

Several  who  were  once  residents  of 
Montpelier  became  authors  after  their  re- 
moval ;  among  whom  are  Rev.  Samuel 
Hopkins,  (pastor  uf  the  first  Congrega- 
tional church,)  autlior  of  two  historical 
volumes  on  the  Puritans  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  Rev.  JohnS.  C.  Abbott, 
(who  temporarily  supplied  the  desk  of  the 
same  church,)  author  of  numerous  histor- 
ical, religious  and  miscellaneous  books; 
Hon.  Isaac  F.  Redlicld,  author  of  several 
elaborate  and  valuable  law  books ;  Hugh 
Moore,  author  of  a  memoir  of  Ethan  Allen, 
and  Zadock  Thompson,  author  of  the  Gaz- 
etteer and  ?Iistory  of  Vermont,  2  volumes, 
and  of  other  works.  This  list  might  proba- 
bly be  extended.  The  published  orations, 
addresses,  sermons,  speeches,  and  other 
pamphlets,  the  work  of  .Montpelier  men, 
combined,  would  make  several  volumes ; 
and  in  such  volumes  the  names  of  Goss, 
Prentiss,  Merrill, Wright,  Gridley,  Upham, 
Walton,  [senior  and  junior,]  Peck,  Pease, 
[Aaron  and  Calvin,]  Gridley,  Willard, 
Lord,  and  many  others,  would  appear  as 
authors.  Taken  all  together,  therefore, 
the  literary  history  and  character  of  the 
town  has  been  highly  creditable. 

MILITARV  HISTORY, 
i 

The  first  military  company  was  organized 
in  1794,  consisting  of  72  men,  many  of 
whom  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  The  late  Gen.  Parley  Davis  was 
the  first  captain.  From  that  date  Mont- 
pelier, in  common  with  other  towns,  main- 
tained the  military  organizations  required 
by  law  ;  and  of  these  a  liistory  is  not  nec- 


essary. Military  matters  of  special  interest 
will  be  noted. 

Minute  Me  n  in  1794. 
A  special  town  meeting,  "July  21,  1794, 
voted 

That  this  town  will  ensure  to  the  Min- 
ute Men,  now  enlisted  from  this  town,  the 
wages,  while  in  actual  service,  that  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  this  State  have 
promised  to  recommend  the  Legislature  to 
ensure  them  ;  provided  that  Congress  nor 
said  Legislature  do  not  do  it. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  town  had,  upon 
the  requisition  of  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, furnished  its  quota  of  minute  men  for 
an  expected  emergency,  and  patriotically 
guaranteed  payment  to  them  while  in 
actual  ser\'ice.  D.  P.  Thompson  conjec- 
tured that  there  was  then  no  danger  of 
war,  foreign  or  Indian,  and  that  the  whisky 
insurrection  in  Pennsylvania  was  the 
source  of  the  possible  emergency.  Mr. 
l^hompson^s  conjecture  was  materially  er- 
roneous, and  implied  a  suspicion  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to  law 
and  order,  which  was  never  entertained. 
Quotas  of  troops,  to  quell  the  insurrection 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  in  1794,  were  re- 
quired from  four  neighboring  States  only. 
A  fierce  war  was  waged  in  the  summer  of 
1794  by  the  Indians,  on  the  North-western 
frontier,  with  whom  Wayne,  Scott,  and 
others  were  contending;  but  no  minute 
men  were  required  in  Vermont  to  meet 
danger  from  ■  ny  Indian  war.  The  real 
danger  was  from  Great  Britain,  and  the 
emergency  apprehended  for  Vermont  was 
an  attack  from  Canada  on  her  Northern 
frontiers.  Great  Britain  had  interfered 
with  American  commerce ;  Congress  had 
debated  a  proposition  for  sequestrating 
the  debts  due  from  American  to  British 
citizens,  and  resolved  on  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain.  An  army  of  80,000 
men  was  authorized  at  that  period  if  emer- 
gencies should  require  it.  The  vote  of 
this  town  shows  that  the  Governor  and 
Council  had  met  in  a  special  session,  be- 
tween the  regular  sessions  of  Oct.  1793 
and  '94,  and  required  the  raising  of  min- 
ute men — of  course  in  response  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  National  Government — and 
yet  the  writer  of  this  paper  has  searched 
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the  manuscript  Council  Journal  in  vain  tor  | 
the  record  of  that  meetinc^.    Thfj  journal  j 
of  the  regular  session  of  Oct.  1794  does  j 
show  that  the  State  authorities  had  acted 
and  provided  the  men.    Nothing  came  of 
these  preparations  for  war,  except  a  dem- 
onstration that  the  people  responded  cheer- 
fully to  the  requirements  of  the  national 
and   state   authorities.     iMontpelier,  at 
least,  was  entitled  to  that  honor. 

Gauer7ior''s  Guard. 

At  an  early  day  Vermont  adopted  the 
foiTiis  of  Massachusetts  in  respect  to  the  j 
public  honors  paid  to  His  I^xcellency,  the  I 
Governor.    Ti  at  v>'as  his  title,  and  being 
at  least  nominally  "excellent,"  his  person 
was  at  least  nominally  very  precious.    He  ; 
must  have  a  niilitary  guard  cn  public  oc- ! 
casions,  to  escort  if  not  to  defend  him.  If| 
the  governor  of  \  ermont  did  not  himself  j 
bear  the  sword  and  a  cocked  hat — as  I\Las-  i 
sachusetts  governors  did — he  must  be  sur- 1 
rounded  by  sv/ords  and  cocktd  hats  on 
gala  days;  and  every  day  in  his  v/alk  from 
his  boarding-house  to  the  Council  cham- 
ber, he  must  be  attended  by  the  high  sher- 
iff of  the  county,  bearing  a  sword.  When 
Montpelier  became  the  capital  of  the  State, 
the  people  there,  and  in  the  vicinity,  fur-  j 
nished  both  the  State-FIouse  and  a  Gov- 
ernor's guard,  called  "  Washington  Artil- ' 
lery,"  coiresponding  to  the  "Ancient  and  j 
Honorable  Artillery  "  of  Boston.    It  was  I 
chartered  in  1807.    This  company  was  in- 1 
dependent  of  the  regular  State  military  or- 
ganizations ;  it  chose  its  own  otlficers,  who 
were  commissioned  by  the  Governor  in 
person,  who  also  reviewed  the  company 
annually  on  presenting  the  commissions. 
The  business  of  the  company  was  to  per- 
forin escort  duty  when  the  Governor  came 
to  town  on  the  day  before  the  meeting  of 
the  General  ^^ssembly  ;  to  escort  the  Gov- 
ernor and  General  Assem.bly  and  their  of- 
ficers to  the  church  where  the  election  ser- 
mon was  delivered,  cn  "Election  day;" 
and  to  fire  salutes  as  proclamation  was 
made  from  the  portico  of  the  state-house, 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  of  the  ek-ctlon, 
severally,  of  the  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,    Treasurer   and  Councillors. 


The  company  again  met,  in  the  week  suc- 
ceeding, elected  its  officers,  and  v»'as  re- 
viewed by  His  Excellency.  Thus  it  had 
at  least  three  days  of  service  in  each  }ear. 
In  fact,  its  "trainings'*  were  more  fre- 
quent. Composed,  as  it  was,  of  selected 
men,  it  always  ranked  high.  This  organ- 
ization was  maintained  until  the  necessity 
for  it  was  obviated  by  giving  the  pre- 
eminence to  civil  over  military  power. 
The  military  and  the  armed  sheriff  weie 
then  excused  from  further  service  on  such 
occasions  in  1836. 

WAR  OF  iSj2-i6. 

The  military  history  of  Vern.ont  at  this 
period  is  singularly  deficient,  "our  foreign 
relations  and  de.^ensive  operations  being 
exclusively  committed  to  the  managem.ent 
of  the  general  government, withour  in- 
tervention by  the  State  authorities,  such 
as  froni  iS6i  to  1865,  when  the  admirable 
system  of  .A.djutant-General  Washburn 
preserved  an  accurate  record  of  the  Ver- 
mont officers  and  soldiers  v,  lio  served  in 
the  War  of  the  Ivebellion.  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  State  record  of  the  services  of 
V^ermontcrs  in  the  War  of  1812,  excepting 
only  an  imperfect  record  of  the  Plattsburgh 
volunteers,  gathered  many  years  after  the 
battle.  Two  modes  were  adopted  by  the 
General  Government  in  raising  armies,  to 
\rlt:  by  drafts  from  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral states,  called  "detached  militia,''  and 
by  enlistments  into  the  United  States 
army.  In  both  cases  the  men  were  under 
the  command  of  United  States  officers,  and 
hence  no  complete  rosters  can  be  found 
anywhere  short  of  the  records  of  the  War 
Department  at  Washington.  A  roster  of 
ofticers  only  has  been  published  in  the 
American  State  Papers,  and  with  the  aid 
of  this  the  following  list  is  made  : 

Earned  Lamb,  of  Montpelier,  appointed 
Captain  previous  to  180S.  He  commanded 
a  company  of  U.  S.  troops  stationed  at 
Montpelier  in  1808,  but  left  the  army  be- 
fore the  roster  alluded  to  was  published. 
Mr.  Lamb  died  at  St.  Louis  about  1828. 

Sylvester  Day,  of  Montpelier,  N\as 
commissioned  as  surgeon  IVIar.  13,  1813. 

♦  Mes-jiiire  of  Gov.  ^furtin  Chittendi;n,  1S1:J. 
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lie  remained  in  the  army  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  at  Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  about 
1864. 

GusTAVL'S  Loo.Mis  was  commissioned 
r.s  2d  Lieutenant,  Mar.  i,  i8n,  ?a\d  vwis 
placed  on  the  retired  Hst  Mar.  13,  1865, 
with  the  rank  of  brevet  Brigadier  General. 
He  was  probably  a  resident  of  Thetford  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  but  for  many 
years  his  home,  when  on  leave  of  al'>sence, 
was  at  IMontpelier,  and  here  his  family  for 
a  time  resided.    He  died  in  1S71. 

Sylvester  Churchile  was  commis- 
sioned as  Lieutenant  in  1S12,  and  as  Cap- 
tain in  the  3d  Artillery,  Aug.  15.  1813. 
During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he  was 
Inspector  General  of  the  U.  S.  arni}-,  with 
the  rank  of  brevet  lirigadier  General.  He 
died  at  Washington  near  the  close  of  tliat 
war.  He  resided  in  Montpclier  for  a  few 
years  previous  to  1809,  when  he  removed 
to  Windsor,  and  became  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  VerfKoni  Kepiiblicaii  news- 
paper. 

In  18 [3,  Congress  authorized  the  enlist- 
ment and  organization  of  46  regiments,  to 
serve  one  year.  Of  these,  four  were  as- 1  25th.  The  business  was  not  for  the  rais- 
signed  to  \'ermont.  The  headquarters  of  j  ing  of  troops,  but  to  represent  to  the  Na- 
one  Avere  at  Rutland  and  Bennington;  of  j  tional  authorities  the  pressing  necessity  of 
one  at  Woodstock  ;  and  of  two  at  Burling-  \  arms  and  ammunition  to  prepare  the  mili- 
ton.  The  roster  of  the  officers  of  the  31st  |  tia  of  the  State  to  resist  invasion.  In  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  Daniel  Dana,  Col-  [  memorial  prepared  for  tliat  purpose  it  was 
onel,  contains  the  names  of  the  following  j  declared,  that  the  orders  front  the  li'ar  I)e- 
persons  from  Montpelier  and  its  immediate  |  partment  'for  detached  ^militia']  juen  had 
vicinity;  Cyrus  Johnson,  captain  ;  Pres- |  ^^.^v;  pro7;iptly  obeyedr  The  number  of 
BURY  West,  Est  Lieutenant;  John  Put-  |  detached  men  required  of  Vermont  by  the 
NAM,  2d  Lieutenant;  Jonathan  Eddy,  3d  1  act  of  Congress  of  April  10,  1812.  was 
Lieutenant.  |  3000.    The  inference,  then,  from  the  state- 

Undoubtedly  there  were  several  Mont-  \  ment  of  the  Governor  and  Council  is,  that 
pelier  men  in  this  regiment,  and  probably  !  within  less  than  a  month  the  Vermont  mil- 
in  the  two  regiments  enlisted  at  Burling- 1  itia  had  responded  to  all  the  demands  made 
ton,  but  their  names  cannot  be  given.        |  upon  them.    L^ndoubtedly  this  was  tme. 
The  list  of  Montpelier  men  in  the  regular  |  and  more,  since  many  Vermonters  enlisted 


the  writer  is  uncertain — perhaps  he  re- 
signed, or  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  as 
a  disabled  ofi'icer.  Disabled  he  certainly 
was.  Charles  C.  Ufham,  now  deceased, 
was  paymaster  in  the  navy  for  about  20 
years,  and  attained  the  rank  of  Captain, 
and  was  high  on  the  list  when  retired. 
(iEORGE  Dewey,  Midshipman,  Sept.  23. 
1854,  Commander  from  April  13th,  1S73. 
Charles  E.  Clark,  Midshipman,  Sept. 
29,  i860,  Lieut.  Cominander  from  March 
I?,  1868 — appointed  from  Bradford.  R.  Ju- 
lius Richardson  was  paymaster  during 
the  Civil  War.  Theodore  G.  Dewey, 
xMiflshipmnn,  June  19,  1875. 

To  resume  the  subject  of  the  War  of 
1S12.  It  was  declared  June  18,  and  the 
Proclamation  was  not  generally  published 
in  Vermont  until  about  the  tirst  of  July. 
The  news  wr.s  not  u.n;-'X]>ected  nor  unpre- 
pared for,  since  it  appears  that  there  was 
a  body  of  troops  at  Montpelier  as  early  as 
the  §th  of  July,  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Cutting  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  The 
Governor  and  Council  met  at  Montoelier 


on  the  23d  of  July 


adjourned  on  tlie 


army  or  na\  al  service  may  as  well  be  com- 
pleted here  as  follows  :  LIannibal  Day, 
son  of  Dr.  Sylvester  Day,  commissioned  as 
2d  Lieut.  July  i,  1823,  and  breveted  Brig- 


into  the  regular  army.  The  patriotism  of 
the  people — each  political  party  spurring 
the  other  on — would  not  permit  drafting, 
but  rather  a  supply  of  all  the  needed  men 


adier  General,  March  13,  1S65.  He  is  j  by  volunteering.  This  was  demonstrated 
still  living  and  is  on  the  retired  lisL  Asa  |  by  the  Light  Infantry  Company  of  Mont- 
Richardson,  commissioned  as  2d  Lieu- j  pelier,  whose  quotaof  men  tobe  "detached"' 
tenant  at  a  little  later  date  ;  after  serving  i  was  eight.    The  company  was  paraded  ; 


several  years  he  left  the  army ;  but  how, 
•  38 


its  captain  [the  late  Hon.  Jeduthan  Loom- 


! 


! 
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is,  a  strong  opponent  of  the  war,]  addressed  }  Copy  of  a  Roll  of  Platlsbitrgh  Volunteer 


the  men,  declaring  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  obey  the  order  of  the  Goverment,  and 
then  ordered  ail  wlio  were  read}'  to  volun- 
teer to  marc'n  iwo  paces  to  llie  front.    At  i 
the  word,  all  marclied  out  but  five,  and  the 


Diade  at  Burlhig/on,  Sept.  loik,  18 14,  by 
\J>rii^adi€r\  Ge?il.  P,  \_/\irley']  Davis — 
belonging  to  Montpelicr  ^  vicinity. 

Timothy  Hubbard,  Capt.  ;  Isaac  Put- 
j  nam,  ist  Lieut.  ;  Joseph  Howes,  2d  Lieut. ; 


consequence  was  that  there  was  no  "draft-  |  ^^^Ph^^^  i^o^^^'"'  ^^^^i^- 
ing"  except  to  see  who  should  serve  as  |     Sergeants— Rog^tv  Hubbard,  l^enj.  Phin- 
"Llome  guards*'  on  the  peace  establish- j  ney,  George  Rich,  Jacob  F.  Dodge. 


ment.  The  required  number  went  into 
service  on  the  frontier ;  but  the  writer  can 
give  the  name  of  only  one,  the  late  Hon.  Jo- 
seph Howes.  He  remained  for  the  period 
recjuired,  serving  on  the  regimental  staff  as 
Sergeant  Major.    Judge  Howes  had  agreed 


Corporals — Ira  Owen,  Alanson  Allen, 
Mark  Goss,  David  Barton. 

Mustek — Paul  Emerson,  Elijah  Perry, 
Joseph  Hancock,  Jona.  Stevens,  Jeduthan 
Doty. 

Privates — Joel  Mead,  Cyrus  Brigham, 


to  divide  the  service  with  the  Lion.  Daniel  j  Jacol)  Grossman,  Iram  Nye,  Daniel  Wood, 
Baldwin;   but  when  the  time  came  for  j  Caleb  Morse,  James  Arbuckle,  Thomas 


Judge  lialdwin's  turn,  the  officers  in  com- 
mand would  not  permit  a  conipliance  with 
the  agreement  by  Judge  Howes.    A  corn- 


Mead,  Jr.,  Ephraim  Nye,  \Vm.  Taplin, 
Andrew  May,  James  Caldwell,  Nathaniel 
Bancroft,  Zebina  Moulton,  Samuel  Rich, 


mission  in  the  regular  army  for  permanent  Michael  Hammott,  Daniel  J'erry,  John 


service  was  tendered  to  Judge  Howes,  but 
he  declined  on  account  of  the  pressing  ne- 


!  Hu!LI'>ancis  Lull,  Darius  Boyden,  Thos. 
Ph  ooks,*  Abijah  Howard,  Plenry  F.  Janes. f 


cessities  of  his  family,  and  recommended  1  Samuel  Scott,  Cyrus  Ware,  PerrinB.  Fisk, 


the  late  Col.  Cyrus  Johnson  of  Berlin,  who, 
as  we  have  seen,  did  join  the  31st  Infantry 
as  Captain.  The  total  number  of  "de- 
tached militia'"  in  Montpelier  cannot  be 
given.  There  were  then  three  militia  com- 
panies in  the  town  liable  to  draft,  and  two 
of  these  were  usually  much  larger  than  the 
Light  Infantry.  The  whole  number  was 
probably  about  thirty. 

The  invasion  of  Plattsburgh,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1814,  gave  another  occasion  for  rival- 
ry between  the  two  political  parties,  which* 
divided  the  town  very  nearly  into  two 
equal  parts,  the  JefTersonian  Republicans 
having  a  bare  majority  for  Governor,  and 
the  Federalists  electing  the  town  repre- 
sentative. Both  parties  rallied  to  repel  the 
invasion.  A  company  was  immediately 
organized  and  marched  for  the  seat  of 
war.  The  ejection  of  Timothy  LIubbard 
as  captain  indicated  that  the  Federalists 
were  the  niajority  of  the  company,  but  the 
roll  bears  the  names  of  good  and  true 
men  of  both  political  parties.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  the  roll,  which  the  writer 
has  had  in  his  possession,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  late  Lion.  Joseph  Llowes, 
who  was  second  lieutenant  ; 


Parrot  Biaisdell,  Jr.,  Phineas  Dodge,  Jo- 
seph Woodworth,  Josiah  Benjamin,  Harry 
Richardson,  Dyer  Richardson,  PelegWhit- 
tredge,  Thos.  McKnight,  Samuel  Davis, 
Lemuel  McKnight,  Abial  French,  Calvin 
Hale,  Fdiada  Brown,  James  Bennett,  Rus- 
sell Steward,  Anthony  Burgess,  Ira  May, 
Stephen  Jacobs,  Samuel  Mead,  David  Per- 
sons, Nathan  Kelton,  Thomas  Reed,  Jr., 
Isaac  LeBarron,  James  Short,  John  Marsh, 
Jona.  Cutler,  Jr.,  Silas  Loomis,  Bartholo- 
mew Kimball,  Jonathan  Shepard,  Silas 
Burbank,  Andrew  Dodge,  Jr.,  John  Young, 
George  Gitford,  David  Grey,  John  P. 
Davis,  Samuel  Upham,  Simon  Cummings, 
Thomas  Parker.  Isaac  Ames,  P2arl  Gate, 
Benjamin  Nealey,  Robert  Dodge,  Peter 
Nelson,  Aaron  Gould,  John  Brown,  Jo- 
seph Andrews,  Simeon  Bates,  JosiahWing, 
Joel  Templeton,  James  Pine,  Josiah  White, 
Paul  Hathaway,  Arthur  Daggett,  Jr., 
Isaiah  Burgess,  James  Pittsley,  Phineas 
Parsons,  Amos  Farley, James  Allen,  Simeon 
Daggett,  Elias  Metcalf,  Abner  West,  Amos 
Andrews,  Zenas  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Proc- 


•  Grandfather  of  Bri°r.  Gen.  AV.  T.  11.  Brooks. 
coiiniianded  the  Veruuout  Bi-ixatJe  in  the  Sixth  Curp 
in  18(j-'. 

t Member  of  Cou^reds  from  Vermont,  lSo-S-7. 


tor,  Solomon  Stone,  Clark  Lumbard,  Rol- 
and Edwards,  Asahel  Lyon,  ficnry  Cham- 
berlain, Jona.  Dudley,  Chester  Luce,  Peter 
C.  Lovejoy,  John  C.Perry,  John  Cataffey 

[Chaffey,]   Fa^^sett. 

The  total  number  of  officers  and  men  is 
1 1 8.  They  were  all  vobmtcers,  and  a  few 
citizens  of  Berlin  and  perhaps  of  Calais  ex- 
cepted, they  \\ere  from  the  old  town  of 
Montpelier.  The  pul^lication  of  this  roll 
now — probabl)'  for  the  first  time — will  serve 
as  a  memorial  of  the  dead,  and  inspire 
their  descendants,  if  need  be,  with  a  like 
patriotic  spirit.  The  total  number  of  Ver- 
mont troops  at  Plattsburgh,  Sept.  ii,  1814, 
was  2,500  ;  probably  three  times  that  num- 
ber were  on  the  wa}-  there,  making  in  all, 
7,500,  of  which  Montpelier  furnished  one- 
64th  part. 

THE  WAR  OF  THE  Ri:}3ELLI0N. 

The  .full  record  of  Adjutant  General 
Washburn  precludes  the  necessity  of  any 
details,  or  any  assertion  that  Montpelier 
performed  fully  its  part  in  that  ever  mem- 
orable war.  The  total  number  of  men 
required  from  IMontpelier  to  fill  all  quotas 
was  189,  and  the  town  furnished  236,  be- 
ing 47  more  than  her  quota.  The  princi- 
pal field  and  staff  officers  were  :  Colonels, 
Nathan  Lord,  Jr.,  6th  ;  p>ancis  V.  Randall, 
13th.  Lieut.  Colonels,  Edward  'SI.  Bro^vn, 
8th;  Andrew  C.  Brown,  13th.  Majors, 
James  S.  Peck,  T7th;  John  D.  Bartlett, 
1st  cavalry.  Adjutants,  James  S.  Peck, 
13th  ;  J.  Monroe  Poland,  15th.  Capt.  and 
Assistant  Quarter  Masters,  Perley  P.Pitkin, 
2d;  John  W.  Clark,  6th;  Fred.  E.  Smith, 
Edward  Dewey,  8th.  Capt.  and  Com.  ot 
Subsistence,  Albert  L.  Carleton,  nth. 
Quarter  Master,  Nelson  A.  Taylor,  13th. 
Surgeon,  Charles  M.  Chandler,  6th.  Most 
of  the  Montpelier  men  were  in  the  2d  and 
13th  regiments-^the  2d  being  in  the  Sixth 
Corps,  which  had  the  highest  reputation 
of  any  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  for 
fighting,  and  the  13th  was  in  Gen.  Stan- 
narcPs  famous  flank  movement  at  Gettys- 
burgh  on  the  3d  of  July,  1S63,  of  which 
Major  Gen.  L)oubleda)  in  his  report  said, 
"that  it  is  to  Gen.  Stinnard  and  Col. 
Gates  that  the  conntrv  is  mainly  indebted 
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]  for  the  repulse  of  the  enemy's  charge  and 
j  the  final  victory  of  the  3d  of  July."* 
I     The  present   military  organization  in 
j  Montpelier  is  one  company  of  infantry, 
under  Capt.  Ely  Ely-Goddard. 

PUBLIC  ENTERPRISES. 

A  review  of  v/hat  has  already  been  re- 
corded will  show  that  the  people  of  Mont- 
pelier have  been  remarkable  for  their  lib- 
erality in  securing  and  establishing  public 
institutions.  The  population  of  the  whole 
town  in  1810  was  1877,  of  which  about 
one-half  was  in  the  present  town,  the  pop- 
ulation of  which  in  1870  ^vas  3023;  yet  the 
people  of  this  coniparatively  small  town 
have  contributed  largely  in  the  erection  of 
three  state  houses ;  have  built  and  sup- 
ported three  academies,  and  contributed 
$2Q,ooo  to  the  'Methodist  Seminary  and 
Female  College  ;  have  erected  one  n^asonic 
hall,  and  purchased  a  village  hall ;  have 
contributed  to  three  court  houses  and  two 
jails ;  and  have  erected  and  supported  1 1 
church  buildings,  some  of  them  at,  a  very 
large  expense.  Other  sources  of  very 
great  expense,  unusual  to  most  villages, 
which  cannot  be  fully  estimated,  have  been 
in  streets  and  sidewalks  and  the  provision 
of  gas.  Much  of  the  village  of  Montpelier 
was  originally  little  above  the  surface  of 
the  rivers  which  flow  through  it,  and  the 
principal  streets  have  been  put  in  their 
present  condition  by  filling  and  raising 
them  with  earth.  Two  of  the  stores  on 
State  street,  near  Main,  have  been  raised 
about  8  feet  above  their  original  founda- 
tions, and  other  stores  are  at  about  the 
same  height  above  the  foundations  of  the 
first  building  erected  upon  their  sites.  To 
a  less  degree  a  .great  portion  of  three  of 
the  longest  streets  has  been  raised  in  the 
same  way.  In  this  process  a  "large  sand- 
hill in  the  northern  part  of  the  village, 
once  the  site  of  a  cemetery,  has  been  re- 
moved, and  such  inroads  have  been  made 
into  neighboring  hills  and  ledges  as  to 
make  many  sites  for  buildings.  It  can  be 
truly  said  that  compactly  built  streets  now 
cover  spots  once  occupied  by  malarious 
bogs  or  inaccessible  clay-banks  and  ledges. 

*  Ailji5t;int  General  Washburn's  Report  for  1S(J4,  ap- 
pendix P\  pa^o  60. 
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Another  source  of  expenditures  liberally 
made  has  been  the  fire  department.  The 
Montpclier  Fire  Coinpany  was  chartered 
Nov.  7,  1809,  and  consisted  of  the  fore- 
niu:-t  :nc;'.  of  l^.e  village.  A  fire  engine 
\v3s  purchased,  wliich  has  been  carefully 
preserved  ever  since.  Under  tlie  village 
corporation  an  efficient  fue  department 
was  constituted,  which  at  one  time,  by 
means  of  leading  hose  and  water-tanks, 
was  within  the  reach  of  every  dwelling. 
Since  that  period,  though  the  department 
has  been  maintained  with  six  engines  and 
a  hook  and  ladder  company,  the  erection 
of  buildings  in  rernote  parts  of  the  village 
has  outrun,  the  supply  of  v.nter.  Another 
good  work  which  commended  itself  to  the 
liberality  of  the  town  was  the  establish- 
ment of  Green  Mount  Cemetery.  It  w.is 
founded  V)y  a  former  citizen  of  the  town, 
Calvin  Jay  Keith,  Esq.,  after  he  had  cea.sed 
to  be  2  permanent  resident.  It  is  now  a 
noble  monument  to  his  memor)-. 

It  is  in  other  and  vastly  wider  fields, 
however,  in  which  the  leading  men  of 
Montpelier  have  stood  foremost ;  enter- 
prises affecting  not  the  town  merely,  but 
the  whole  State,  and  other  states  and 
countries,  and  for  which  Montpelier  has 
not  yet  claimed  the  honor  that  is  justly 
due  to  her  citizens.  A  consideration  of 
these  will  fitly  close  a  paper  which  has  far 
outrun  the  original  design  of  its  writer. 

WINOOSKI  Tl'KXPlKE. 

First  among  the  enterprises  of  general 
public  interest  v/as  the  Winoaski  Turnpike, 
extending  from  the  terminus  of  [Elijah] 
Faine's  turnpike,  (at  the  line  between 
Berlin  and  Montpelier,)  to  Burlington. 
This  company  was  chartered  Nov.  7,  1805. 
Two  Montpelier  men  were  in  the  list  of 
corporators,  to  wit :  Charles  Bulkley, 
(whose  business  was  in  Montpelier,  resi- 
dence in  Berlin,)  and  David  Wing,  Jr., 
who  was  then  Secretary  of  State :  and 
Parley  Davis,  of  Montpelier,  was  one  of 
the  three  commissioners  appointed  to  lay 
out  the  road.  Col.  James  H.  Langdon  j 
and  C'apt.  Timothy  Hubbard  were  leading  i 
stockholders  ;  and  Mr.  Hubbard  for  some  | 
years,  and  then  Col.  Thomas  Reed  until  1 


the  Vermont  Central  railroad  was  con- 
stracted,  were  managers  of  ihe  road,  h 
was  of  great  public  convenience,  and  a  vp.I- 
uable  property  to  the  company.  This 
road  and  CottrilPs  stage  linos  were  famous 
in  their  day. 

PROJECTED  CANALS. 

The  earliest  canals  projected  in  which 
Vermont  was  interested,  were  the  ship 
canal,  projected  about  1784  by  Ira  Allen, 
to  connect  the  St.  Lawrence  river  with 
Lake  Champlain  ;  and  the  Champlain  canal, 
projected  by  Elkanah  Watson  and  Gen. 
Philip  Schuyler  in  1792.*  Otter  Creek 
and  Missisco  ri\  ers  were  made  navigable 
for  a  few  miles  each.  These  for  the  west- 
ern border  of  the  State,  while  on  the  east- 
ern border,  the  main  work  being  at  Bel- 
lows Falls,  Connecticut  river  was  made 
navigable  for  flat  boats  as  far  north  as  the 
mouth  of  White  river,  and  in  favorable 
seasons  farther  still.  But  for  projected 
canals  within  the  State,  and  across  it  from 
west  to  east,  the  chief  lionor  is  due  to 
Montpelier  men.  A  meeting  of  delegates 
from  Chittenden,  Washington,  Orange  and 
Caledonia  Counties  met  at  Montpelier, 
June  30,  1825,  and  appointed  three  coni- 
missioners  to  ascertain  the  practibility  of 
opening  water  communication  between 
Lake  Champlain  and  Connecticut  river. 
These  were  -Araunah  Waterman,  John  L. 
Woods  and  Jjhn  Downer.  They  secured 
surveys  in  1825,  by  Anthony  M.  Hoft- 
man,  of  Swanton,  John  Johnson,  of  Bur- 
lington, and  Araunah  W^aterman,  of  Mont- 
pelier, assisted  by  Sylvanus  Baldwin,  who 
was  also  of  Montpelier.  The  surveys  cov- 
ered routes  from  Montpelier  via  White 
and  Wells  river;  also  from  Montpelier  to 
the  present  summit  of  the  Vermont  Cen- 
tral railroad  at  Roxbury ;  and  from  Lake 
Champlain  to  Montpelier.  A  report  by 
Messrs.  Waterman  and  Woods  was  made 
to  Gov.  Van  Ness,  Nov.  2,  1835,  which 
was  communicated  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  another  report  was  made  to  the 
Governor,  Jan.  18,  1826,  by  Mr.  Wateh- 
MAX,  to  whom  belongs,  it  is  believed,  the 

*  Gen.  Schuyler  wrote'  to  Gov,  Thomas  CJiitteiidC!) 
on  this  subject,  Oct.  17, 17W.  His  letter  is  in  voi.  -4  i)f 
Vermont  (  Manuscript)  Stale  Papers,  page  66.  ■ 
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chief  honor  of  promoting  the  enterprise. 
This  favorable  report  of  Messrs.  Water- 
man nud  Woods  secured  prompt  action  hy 
the  General  Assembly,  which,  Nov.  17, 
i8?5.  requested  the  Go\'ernor  to  solicit  tlie 
Secretary  of  War  to  direct  suitable  engi- 
neers to  ascertain  the  different  heights  of 
land  and  the  waters  on  the  several  routes 
in  the  State  where  it  is  contemplated  to 
make  canals  or  improve  the  navigation  of 
rivers.  In  anticipation  of  favorable  re- 
ports, the  Onion  River  Np.vigation  and 
Tow  Path  Company  was  incorporated  Nov. 
8,  1825  ;  an  act  to  provide  for  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  valley  of  Connecticut 
river  was  passed  Nov.  9  ;  on  the  1 5th  the 
Battcnkill  Canal  Company,  and  on  ihe  17th 
the  Otter  Creek  and  Cnsileton  River  Canal 
Compan}-  was  incorporated.  In  response 
to  the  application  of  Gov.  Van  Ness, 
many  surveys  were  made  in  \'ermont  by 
the  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers.  These 
included  the  Lamoille  and  Black  rivers  to 
Lake  Memphremagog,  and  the  Cl\  de  and 
Passumpsic  rivers  ;  the  Winooski  to  Mont- 
pelier,  and  from  Montpelier  by  both  White 
and  Wells  rivers  to  the  Connecticut ;  while 
beyond  the  limits  of  Vermont  surveys 
were  made  with  a  view  of  possibly  hnding 
feasible  water  conmiunication  between 
Lake  Champlain  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
These  surveys  were  failures  in  respect  to 
canals,  but  served  efficiently  in  pointing 
the  lines  for  the  railroads  which  have  been 
constructed  since,  or  are  now  in  the  pro- 
cess of  construction. 

RAILROAD  EXTEKPRISES. 

As  in  projected  canals,  so  in  railroads, 
Montpelier  men  were  eaidy  in  the  lield, 
and  most  efficient  promoters,  both  in  in- 
fluence and  money.  The  honor  of  first 
suggesting  a  connection  of  Boston  with 
Lake  Ontario  by  railroad  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  John  I_^  Sullivan,  a  distinguished 
civil  engineer  of  Massachusetts,  Tiiiswas 
in  1827,  in  letters  addressed  to  the  late 
venerable  Elkanah  Watson,  of  I'ort  Kent, 
N.  Y.,  a  most  efficient  promoter  of  public 
enterprises  of  various  sorts.*    The  honor 

*  J/en  au'l  Times  of  the  Revolution,  or  Altmoirs  of 
Elkanati  W'aif.on.  pa^e  1  n  a  rt-port  bv  the  late 

In  11.  I'ai  It  y  l>iivib.  uf  Moiilpc-lier,  ujade  Ffb.  17,  IS^O, 
tlie  date  or  Mr.  Siillivaira  corrtspoiidtrnce  Is  assigiu'd 


of  securing  the  completion  of  this  great 
enterprise  is  doul^tless  chiefly  due  to  the 
late  Gov.  Charles  Paine  ;  but  the  credit  of 
indicating  the  line  on  which  the  work  was 
actually  constructed,  and  of  instituting  the 
measures  which  led  to  the  realization  of 
the  work  through  the  labors  of  Gov.  Paine 
and  his  coadjutors,  clearly  belongs  to 
Montpelier.  The  railroad  line  from  Bos- 
ton to  Lake  Champlain  was  first  formally 
indicated  by  Mr.  Sullivan  ;  but  in  point  of 
fact  it  was  one  of  the  lines  which  Water- 
man and  Davis  and  Baldwin,  of  ?^Iont- 
pelier,  had  indicated  for  canals  in  1835  ; 
while  from  Lake  Champlain  to  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  Ogdensburgh,  Mr.  Sullivan's 
line  was  by  a  transit  of  the  lake  fi  om  Bur- 
lington b\-  ferry,  and  thence  by  rail  up  the 
valley  of  the  Ausable:  but  on  the  17th  of 
Feb.  1830,  the  report  of  Gen.  Parley  Davis, 
of  Montpelier,  made  to  a  convention  of 
citi/cens  of  Washington  and  Orange  Coun- 
ties, indicated  not  only  Mr.  Sullivan's  line, 
but  substantial)}- the  line  which  was  act- 
ually adopted — that  is,  from  the  lake  "  near 
Champlain,  (N.  Y.,)  and  thence  in  a  di- 
rect route  to  Ogdensburgh.''  Now,  in  jus- 
tice to  other  Montpelier  men  particularly, 
and  to  the  town  in  general,  other  faces 
should  be  recorded. 

The  files  of  Montpelier  newspapers,  for 
the  year  1830,  alone  contain  railroad  mat- 
ter enough  to  fill  at  least  two  respectable 
volumes  :  and  .hat  was  4  years  before  the 
first  locomotive  had  been  brought  into 
New^  England,  and  5  years  before  the  first 
New  England  road  had  been  completed. 
The  discussion  of  the  Boston  and  Ogdens- 
burgh railroad  question  in  the  WatcJuiian 
was  begun  earlier,  but  the  fiist  efficient  ac- 
tion in  Montpelier  dates  from  Jan.  26, 
1830;  when,  on  hearing  that  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Massachusetts  legislature  had  re- 
ported in  favor  of  a  railroad  to  Lowell,  cit- 
izens of  Montpelier  met  immediately,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  upon  the 
subject  at  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  2d 
of  February.  That  committee  reported  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  their  report  fa- 
vored internal  improvements  generally, 
and  specially  a 'railroad  from  Boston  to 
Ogdensburgh.    The  report  concluded  with 
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these  resolutions,  and  the  meeting  acted 
accordingly : 

Kesoh't'il,  That  the  public  good  requires 
vigorous  and  persevering  efforts  on  the 
part  of  all  intelligent  and  public  spirited 
individuals,  until  by  the  enterprise  of  in- 
dividuals, the  co-operation  of  State  Legis- 
latures, or  the  aid  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, the  survey  and  completion  of  a  rouie 
is  established  for  a  National  Railroad />vw/ 
i/ie  seaboard  at  Bosto/i,  t A  rough  I.aivdl, 
J/ass,,  Concord  in  New  HampsJiire,  aiid 
i/:enc€  by  the  jnost  conve?iient  route  through 
the  vojlcy  of  Onion  river  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  thence  to  the  waters  of  Lake  On- 
tario at  Ogdensburgh,  A\w  York* 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secre- 
tary of  this  meeting  be  authorized  to  call 
an  assembly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Washington,  at  such  time  and  place 
as  they  may  think  proper,  to  consult  on 
this  important  subject,  and  to  ado])t  such 
measures  as  may  be  deemed  exj^edient. 
Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LvMAX  Rkkd,  "J 

E.  p.  Waltox.  >  Co/.'/nii/iee. 

S.  Baldwin,  ) 

At  this  meeting,  General  Parley  Davis, 
Joshua  Y.  Vail,  Araunah  Waterman,  and 
Sylvanus  Baldwin,  Esqrs.,  were  appointed 
a  committee  "  to  prepare  a  topographical 
and  statistical  statement  of  facts  on  the 
subject  of  a  route  for  a  railroad  from  Bos- 
ton to  Ogdensburgh  ■  and  Hon.  Daniel 
Baldwin  was  appointed  an  agent  to  repre- 
sent the  views  of  the  meeting  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts Railroad  Association. 

These  v  ere  all  Montpelier  men,  Lyman 
Reed  being  then  a  citizen.  He  had  been 
a  merchant  in  Boston  previously,  and  has 
since  been  in  Baltimore  and  Boston.  He 
was  zealous  for  the  interests  of  1  Boston, 
and  very  well  informed  on  the  then  new 
question  of  railroads.  He  prepared  the 
first  lectures  on  the  subject  for  the  Mont- 
pelier Lyceum  ;  and  then  elaborated  these 
into  seven  articles,  v.hich  were  published 
in  Mr.  Walton's  newspaper,  the  then  named 
Vermont  Watthman  &^  State  Gazette. 

The  President,  Capt.  Timothy  Hubbard, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  meeting,  O.  H. 
Smith,  Esq.,  immediately  called  a  meeting 
of  citizens  of  Washington  county  and  vi- 

*In  tbo  Railrond  Jiiiiilcp,  Sept.         tiiis  resolution  | 
was  placed  on  oiH- ot  tli'-  NiiiitM-r^,  ivitii  the  iianios  of  j 
the  (^ininiitttie  appcivted,  ami  if  u  :ib  styled  "  An  ox-  ! 
tract  from  the  Flrjit  Ivcport  in  relation"  t<>  a  railroad 
from  Hostoii  to  O^'deiislnirKh,  <i:ited  Feb.  9,  [2,]  ISoU.'' 
— See  ^oiioM  Railroad  J iifjilee,  lS5l,  page  l.*52.  ' 


cinity,  which  was  holden  at  Montpelier, 
Feb.  17,  1830.  Gen.  E.  P.  Walton  (se- 
nior) presided,  and  O.  H.  Smith,  Esq.. 
was  Secretary.  At  this  meeting  the  conv- 
mittee  on  topographical  and  other  facts, 
through  Gen.  Parley  Davis,  submitted  an 
elaborate  report,  which  tilled  four  columns 
of  the  Watchman  dr'  State  Gazette.  With 
the  aid  of  knowledge  derived  from  John  L. 
Sullivan  of  Massachusetts,  and  fohn  Mc- 
Duffie  of  Bradford,  as  to  routes  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  Hampshire;  of  other 
engineers  as  to  both  routes  in  New  York  ; 
and  the  canal  surveys  and  tl-e  personal 
knowledge  of  Davis,  Waterman,  and  Syl- 
vanus Ijaldwin,  as  to  the  routes  in  Ver- 
mont,— the  entire  line  from  Boston  to  O^^- 
densburg  was  covered,  and  an  array  of  fa- 
vorable facts  presented,  which  gave  a  pow- 
erful impulse  to  public  opinion  in  all  the 
States  interested,  and  gained  for  its  au- 
thors and  Montpelier  the  highest  credit. 

Feb.  22,  1830,  The  Vermo?it  L^ailroad 
Association  was  formed  at  Montpelier,  of 
which  all  the  officers  were  Montpelier  men. 
They  were  :  Timothy  Hubbard,  President ; 
Joseph  Howes,  \'ice  President ;  Araunah 
Waterman,  Joshua  Y.  Vail,  Silas  C.  French, 
Ira  Owen,  Timothy  Merrill,  Directors; 
Daniel  Baldwin,  Treasurer;  Lyman  Reed, 
Recording  Secretary  ;  E.  P.  Walton,  (Sr.,) 
Corresponding  Secretary.. 

The  first  response  to  Montpelier  was 
made  on  the  nth  of  March,  1S30,  by  a 
meeting  at  Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  of  which 
Elkanah  Watson  was  chairman.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Washington  and  Orange 
County  meeting  at  Montpelier  on  the  pre- 
ceding 17th  of  P"'ebniary,  including  the  full 
report  of  Gen.  Davis,  were  read.  It  was 
resolved  "  that  we  cordially  concur  in  the 
sentiments  disclosed  in  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  held  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  on  the 
i/th  ultimo  ;''  and  a  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  Watson  was  chairman,  was  "author- 
ized to  commence  a  correspondence  with 
that  appointed  at  the  Montpelier  meeting, 
and  with  any  other  similar  bodies,"  and 
"with  our  national  and  state  authorities.'' 
A  copy  of  the  proceedings,  both  of  the 
Keeseville  and  Montpelier  meetings,  was 
sent  to  Hon.  Isaac  Finch,  M.  C,  from 
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Nesv  York,  who  was  requested  to  invite 
the  co-operation  of  the  New  York  delega- 
tion in  securing  U.  S.  engineers  to  make 
surveys. 

?.Iarch  23,  1S30,  OgdcnsljUigh  respond- 
ed; Apr.  6,  Concord,  X.  H.,  and  on  the 
I2th  of  May,  Chittenden  County  entered 
spiritedly  into  the  enterprise  by  a  meeting 
at  Burlington.    That  meeting  ♦ 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  public 
much  indebted  for  the  patriotic  exertions 
of  numerous  associations  of  individuals  on 
the  contemplated  route,  and  parlicularly 
to  tJic  gC7itlcincn  of  1 1  'ashifi^i^ofi  and  Orange 
Counties  for  t/wir  elaborate  avid  able  report, 
and  otier  them  our  zealous  co-operation  in 
the  laudable  endeavor  to  excite  attention 
and  ditTuse  mforuiation  on  the  subject. 

The  meeting  most  important  m  its  re- 
sult, however,  v.as  held  at  Malone,  N.  Y., 
on  the  26th  of  May,  1830,  of  which  a 
former  citizen  of  Montpelier,  George  B.  R. 
Gove,  Esq.,  v:as  an  active  member.  The 
important  feature  in  the  proceedings  was 
the  suggestion  of  a  General  Railroad  Con- 
vention, to  consist  of  delegates  from  coun- 
ties on  the  proposed  railway  route  in  Nev/ 
York,  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  The 
proceedings  of  this  meeting  were  published 
in  the  Boston  Patriot,  whose  editor  ap- 
proved of  the  proposed  General  Conven- 
tion, to  be  held  at  Montpelier,  and  in 
which  Massachusetts  also  was  to  be  repre- 
sented, adding :  "The  Lowell  road  will 
be  the  beginning  of  the  work,  tliat  before 
many  years  we  hope  to  see  extend  to  the 
Lakes.''    That  work  occupied  21  years. 

July  4,  1S30,  Elkanah  Watson  submit- 
ted an  elaborate  and  interesting  report  "  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Boston  and  Ogdens- 
burgh  Railroad  Committee  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  Essex  and  Clinton,  State  of  New 
York.''  Three  facts  from  a  man  of  so  high 
repute  must  be  recorded  here.  He  first 
alluded  to  th^;  purpose  of  the  Keeseville 
meeting  as  being  *'  to  consult  on  the  pro- 
priety of  co-operating  with  our  eastern 
brethren,  more  especially  the  patriotic  tinvn 
of  Montpelier,  i)i  the  State  of  Vermont,  on 
the  splendid  project  of  a  railroad  from 
Boston  to  Ogdensburgh  and  then  settled 
the  question  of  priority,  between  himself 


of  the  grand  scheme,  in  these  words  :  "It 
will  be  my  fortunate  lot,  in  character  of  an 
old  and  successful  projector,  to  play  the 
second  fiddle,  in  figurative  language.  Mr. 
Sulii\an  opened  the  ball  by  a  correspond- 
ence with  me  in  1827.*'  And  again  :  "Let 
me  therefore  bear  testimony  at  the  tribunal 
of  this  generation  and  posterity,  that  the 
credit  is  exclusively  due  to  John  L.  Sulli- 
van, Esq.,  a  distinguished  civil  engineer, 
and  son  of  the  late  Governor  Sullivan,  of 
Boston.*'  The  third  fact  is  the  statement 
that  the  circulars  issued  by  the  Malone 
Committee,  for  the  General  Convention  at 
Montpelier,  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Watson. 

Oct.  6,  1830,  the  General  Convention, 
consisting  of  delegates  from  Massachu- 
setts, New  Hampshire,  \'ermont,  and  New 
York — 48  in  all — was  held  at  Montpelier. 
The  president  was  Luther  Bradish,  of 
Moira,  N.  Y'.,  afterwards  of  New  York 
city,  and  president  of  the  State  Senate. 
The  secretaries  were  Al]:)e  Cady,  of  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  and  John  Johnson,  of  Bur- 
lington, Vt.,  Surveyoi-  General  of  the 
State.  It  was  a  body  of  able  and  earnest 
men,  and  interesting  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Elkanah  Watson,  of  Port  Kent, 
N.  Y.,  and  James  Hayward,  (engineer,) 
Henry  Williams,  (merchant,)  and  David 
Lee  Child,  (editor,)  of  Boston.  An  im- 
portant communication  from  John  L.  Sul- 
livan was  read,  and  the  Convention  was 
closed  by  a  speech  by  President  Bradish. 
Two  of  Vermont's  most  famous  railroad 
men  15  years  afterward,  appeared  for  the 
first  time  in  that  role  in  this  Convention — 
Charles  Paine,  of  Northfield,  and  Timothy 
Follett,  of  Burlington  ;  one  the  first  pres- 
ident of  the  Vermont  Central  Railroad  Co., 
and  the  other  of  the  Rutland  and  Burling- 
ton Co.  The  main  business  of  the  Con- 
vention consisted  of  six  resolutions,  rais- 
ing the  same  number  of  committees  for 
furthering  the  great  project.  In  forming 
these  committees  the  Convention  went 
outside  of  its  own  body  and  enlisted  em- 
inent men  in  each  State,  such  as  Daniel 
Vv'ebster,  Richard  Fletcher,  Amos  Binney, 
and  Robert  G.  Shaw,  of  Boston:  Matthew 
Harvey,  Samuel  Bell,  Wm.  A.  Kent,Chas. 
G.  Atherton  and  Joseph  Bell,  of  New 
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Hampshire;  D.  Azro  A.  Ikick,  Heniaa 
Allen,  (of  Milton  and  Burlington, )Timot]iy 
Follelt,  Dudley  Cliase,  and  Sarnuel  Pren- 
tiss, of  Vermont ;  and  Richard  Keese, 
I.iither  Bradish,  Geo.  Parrish,  and  Elkmah 
Watson,  of  New  York.  The  scheme  was 
an  admirable  one  to  enlist  men  wielding 
a  powerful  influence  in  the  communities 
where  they  dw^lt :  but  it  was  inefficient 
for  concentrated  action,  by  reason  of  the 
impracticability  of  ever  bringing  the  com- 
mittee-men together,  and  became  illusory 
by  depending  upon  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  commence  the  work,  at  least  by 
surveys,  if  not  by  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  road.  The  project  was  worthy  of 
being  treated  as  a  national  one  ;  but  suc- 
cess was  not  attained  until  all  idea  of  e\  tn 
State  aid  was  abandoned,  and  the  hea\"y 
burden  was  cast  upon  individual  enterprise 
through  incorporated  companies  in  the 
several  States  interested. 

The  first  charter  for  the  Vermont  sec- 
tion of  the  road  was  passed  Xov.  lo,  1835, 
being  an  act  to  incorporate  TJte  V'ertnont 
Central  Railroad  Co.  The  conmiissioners 
for  obtaining  stock  were  John  N.  i'omeroy,  j 
Timothy  FoUett,  John  Peck  and  Luther 
Loomis,  of  Burlington;  John  Spalding, 
Timothy  Hubbard  and  "Jonathan  P.  Miller, 
of  Montpelicr  ;  Amplius  Blake,  of  Chelsea, 
Chester  Baxter,  of  Sharon,  and  Lewis 
Lyman,  of  Hartford.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  com  nissioners  was  held  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Jan.  6,  1836,  and  the  books  for 
subscriptions  to  the  stock  were  first  opened 
at  the  same  place  on  the  next  day.  This 
attempt  failed,  as  the  originators  of  it  ex- 
pected it  would  fail.  The  purpose  and 
effect  was  to  show  to  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York  that  Vermont 
was  ready  to  co-operate,  and  would  be 
ready  when  the  time  should  come  for 
practical  action<on  their  part. 

The  second  charter  of  the  Vermont 
Central  Railroad  Company  passed  Oct.  31, 
1843.  The  commissioners  were  Charles 
Paine,  of  Northfield,  John  Peck  and  Wyllys 
Lyman,  of  Burlington,  Daniel  lialdvvin 
and  Elisha  P.  Jewett,  of  Montpelier,  An- 
drew Tracy,  of  Woodstock,  and  Levi  B. 
Vilas,  of  Chelsea;  who  were  required  to 


open  books  of  subscription  within  one  year 
at  Montpelier,  Burlington,  and  such  other 
places  as  they  might  deem  proper.  This 
requirement  was  observed,  but  not  until 
the  spring  of  1845  wns  the  work  of  procur- 
ing subscriptions  vigorously  pressed.  Pre- 
liminary to  this,  a  Railroad  Convention, 
consisting  of  delegates  from  various  parts 
of  \^ermont  and  New  Hampshire,  met  at 
Montpelier,  Jan.  8,  1844.  Hon.  Charles 
Paine,  of  Northfield,  was  president;  Hon. 
Elijah  Blaisdell,  of  Lebanon,  N.  H.  ;  Gen. 
Joel  Bass,of  Williamstown,  Simeon Lynian, 
of  Hartford,  and  Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  of 
Montpelier,  Vice  Presidents ;  and  Hon. 
Oramcl  H.  Smith,  of  Montpelier,  and 
Halsey  R.  Stevens,  Esq.,  of  Lebanon, 
N.  H.,  Secretaries.  Hon.  Charles  Paine, 
of  Northfield,  and  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin 
and  Col.  Elisha  P.  Jewett,  of  Montpelier, 
were  constituted  a  Central  Corresponding 
and  Financial  Committee,  with  authority 
to  raise  funds  and  procure  surveys  from 
Connecticut  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  and 
to  examine  routes  on  the  wcit  side  of  the 
mountains.  James  R.  Langdon,  Esq.,  of 
j  Montpelier,  advanced  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose,  and  the  surveys  were 
executed  that  season,  and  a  favorable  re- 
port made  Nov.  20,  1844. 

The  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Central  charter  necessarily  awaited  the  re- 
sults of  the  surveys  before  pressing  for 
subscriptions  to  the  stock ;  but  a  further 
delay  was  occasioned  by  the  neglect  of  the 
directors  of  the  Concord,  (N.  H.,)  road, 
chiefly,  to  secure  the  construction  of  what 
is  now  the  Northern  (N.  H.)  railroad. 
Assurances  had  been  given  by  these  di- 
rectors, and  a  meeting  of  the  active  pro- 
moters of  the  Central  road  with  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Concord  road  had  been  ap- 
pointed at  Lebanon,  N.  H.  Gov.  Paine, 
with  several  Montpelier  gentlemen,  at- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  Central,  but 
there  was  no  appearance  of  the  Concord 
directors,  it  happened  that  a  meeting  of 
the  friends  of  the  then  projected  Sullivan 
(N.  H.)  road  had  been  fixed  for  the  next 
day  at  Claremont.  In  this  emergency, 
Gov.  Paine  requested  Col.  Elisha  P.  Jew- 
ett and  E.  P.  Walton,  Jr.,  of  Montpelier, 
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to  attend  the  Claremont  meeting,  and  /<? 
plcdj^e  the  Central  road  to  a  connect ioji  with 
the  Sullh'an,  Cheshire  and  Fitchbnrg  roads, 
thus  forming  a 


the  work  would  liave  been  slow  ;  perhaps 
a  work  of  years.    As  it  was,  all  of  the  then 
competing  roads  quickly  obtained  the  cap- 
railway  line  through  to  i  ital  requisite  for  organization,  and  all  were 
Boston.    This  ',vas  done,  ai^d  it  proved  to  |  speedily  constructed— too  speedily  for  econ- 


be  a  masterly  stroke,  forcing  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Northern  (N.  H.)  road,  and 
securing  ultimately  the  completion  of  the 
Cheshire,  Sullivan,  Vermont  Central,  Ver- 
mont &  Canada,  and  Northern  (N.  Y.) 
roads  to  Ogdensburgh — a  realization  of 
the  grand  scheme  suggested  by  Mr.  Sul- 
livan in  1826-27,  and  vigorously  urged 
all  along  the  line  by  the  action  of  Mont- 
pelier  in  1830.    The  Claremont  meeting 


omy. 

The  work  of  obtaining  Central  stock  in 
Vermont  was  assigned  to  Hon.  Daniel 
Baldwin,  of  Montpelier.  who  had  able 
assistants,  however,  in  the  towns  most  in- 
terested, from  Burlington  to  Windsor. 
Gov.  Paine  took  the  task  of  raising  capital 
in  Boston,  and  as  his  assistants  engaged 
the  services  of  James  R.  Langdon  and  E. 
V.  Walton,  Jr.,  of  Montpelier, — Mr.  Lang- 


was  April  30,   1845.     Within  the  next  j  don  as  an  eminent  business  man,  and  Mr. 

Hampshire  Railroad  |  Walton  to  write  for  the  press.    As  already 
lecorded,  the  books  were  opened  in  Bos- 
,  ton,  June  10,  1845;  on  the  3d  of  July  the 
(N.  H.)  railroad  from  Concord  to  West  I  first  meeting  of  stockholders  was  called. 


fortnight  the  New 
Commissioners  reported  in  favor  of  per- 
mittine:  the  construction  of  the  Northern 


Lebanon,  and  the  Governor  approved  the 
report.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  directors 
of  the  Fitchburgh  road  voted  in  favor  of  a 
connection  with  the  Central,  and  a  circu- 


and  on  the  23d  of  July  the  meeting  was 
held  and  the  Company  legally  and  formally 
organized  at  Montpelier  with  a  subscribed 
capital  of  two  millions — the  work  of  a 


lar  to  that  effect  was  issued,  signed  by  of-  •  month  and  a  half.  The  amount  obtained 
ficers  of  the  Fitchburgh,  Vermont  tS:  Mas- !  to  that  date  in  Boston  was  $1,500,000 ; 
sachusetts,  and  Cheshire  roads;  and  on  and  the  amount  obtained  in  Vermont  was 


the  loth  of  June  the  books  of  subscription 
to  Central  stock  were  opened  in  Boston. 
Thus  rapid  v.ere  the  movements  of  all  the 
lines  concerned,  after  Gov.  Paine's  "flank 
movement "  at  Claremont — as  famous,  by 
the  way,  among  railroad  men  then,  as  was 
Stannard's  a.  Gettysburgh  in  army  circles 
afterward. 

The  work  of  obtainirig  capital  in  Boston 
for  the  Central  road  was  undertaken  at  a 
time  apparently  very  unfavorable,  by  reason 


$500,000,  of  which  $200,000  was  subscribed 
in  Montpelier.  The  whole  amount  of 
stock  and  bonds  taken  by  Montpelier  was 
near  $400,000,  and  exceeded  that  sum  in 
the  opinion  of  Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin. 
Montpelier  certainly  was  the  leading  town 
in  the  enterprise,  and  yet,  unlike  North- 
field,  St.  Albans,  and  Burlington,  it  has 
received  only  such  advantages  from  the 
road  as  were  necessarily  incidental.  It 
has  had  merely  the  power  to  get  on  to  the 


of  sharp  competition  between  the  Central  road  and  use  it,  through  the  disadvantages 


and  Rutland  Companies  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  each  other,  as  well  as  of  the  ap- 
peals for  stock  for  the  Cheshire,  Sullivan, 
Northern,  and  other  roads.    The  writer 


of  a  branch . 

It  is  due  to  Gov.  Paine  and  his  coadju- 
tors to  say,  that  from  the  first,  their  ob- 
jects were  far-reaching  and  vast.    It  has 


was  an  active  participant  in  the  struggle,  |  already  been  stated  that  the  necessities  of 
and  this  is  a  fit  occasion  to  express  the 
opinion  he  has  long  entertained,  that  with- 
out a  sharp  contest  and  competition,  the 
capitalists  of  Boston  could  not  have  been 
aroused  and  interested — especially  those 
who  had  already  invested  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts roads  that  were  to  be  connected 
with  those  to  be  built  in  Vermont — and 


the  Central  road  led  Gov.  Paine  to  the 
adroit  movement  which  forced  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Fitchburg  and  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Cheshire,  Sullivan  and  North- 
ern (N.  H.)  railroads  to  meet  the  Central 
on  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river. 
But  this  was  only  a  part  of  the  scheme  of 
Gov.  Paine  and  his  colaborcrs.    One  of  the 
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first  things  done,  on  opening  the  Central 
books  for  subscription  in  Boston,  was  the 
construction  of  a  map,  prepared  and  pub- 
lished by  the  writer  of  this  paper,  which 
gave  all  the  gr-cat  v.-sicrri  lakes  and  the 
bordering  territory  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  and  a  table  of  the  tonnage  of 
all  the  U.  S.  collection"  districts  on  the 
Lakes,  copied  from  the  official  report  of  the 
U.  S.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This 
was  a  revelation  of  the  vast  internal  com- 
merce of  our  counliy,  exceeding  its  for- 
eign commerce.  It  w^as  at  first  received 
with  surprise  and  doubt,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  confirm  the  table  by  placing  an 
official  printed  copy  of  the  Secretary's 
report  in  the  Boston  Exchange,  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  doubters.  This  was  fol- 
lowed for  nearly  three  months  by  a  series 
of  articles  in  tlie  Boston  papers,  prepared 
by  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  magnifying 
the  Central  road  as  a  necessary  way  for 
Boston  to  reach  not  only  the  local  trade  ot 
Central  Vermont,  but  ahso  the  immense 
commerce  of  the  North-western  States  and 
Canada.  This  large  view  always  prevailed 
in  the  Central  councils,  and  it  has  been 
executed  with  wonderful  success.  The 
Central  by  its  lease  pushed  the  Vermont 
and  Canada  road  to  Rouse's  Point,  and 
the  Northern  N.  Y.  road  to  Ogdensburgh 
followed ;  then  the  Vermont  and  Canada 
was  connected  with  Montreal  and  the 
Canadian  system  of  railroads,  of  which  it 
may  be  said  that  they  owe  much  to  the 
Vermont  Central  and  managers  of  other 
New  England  roads.  When  the  line  from 
Boston  to  Ogdensburgh  was  assured,  Gov. 
Paine  and  Central  friends  visited  Sir  Allan 
McNab,  of  Canada,  and  ia  1857  a  com- 
mittee of  Boston  gentlemen,  among  them 
Central  men,  visited  Lord  Elgin,  and 
made  a  tour  from  Hamilton  to  Quebec — 
the  purpose  of  both  being  to  urge  the  con- 
struction of  railroads  in  Canada,  which 
have  since  been  completed.  At  a  later 
date  the  Central  Vermont  managers  estab-  i 
lished  a  line  of  steamers  from  Ogdensburgh  j 
to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  out  of 
that  has  grown  the  Northern  Pacific  rail- 
road, which  will  speedily  span  the  conti- 
nent.   Truly  the  suggestion  ot  Mr.  Sulli- 


van in  1826-27,  and  the  report  of  the 
three  citizens  of  Montpelier  in  1830,  have 
been  maivellously  productive  in  develop- 
ing the  resources  of  this  country  and  Can- 
ada, and  supplying  freight  to  the  numerous 
steamers  of  Sir  Hugh  Allan  and  of  the 
Cunard  and  other  lines  of  ocean  steam- 
ers. As  the  writer  of  this  paper  has  lived 
to  see  these  grand  results,  he  cannot  but 
regard  his  labor  in  Boston  in  1845  ^^""^ 
greatest  work  of  his  life. 

Only  three  of  the  fathers  of  the  Vermont 
Central  Railroad  are  now  living,  and  these 
are  all  Montpelier  men,  to  wit :  Col.  Eli- 
sha  P.  Jewett,  commissioner  under  the 
second  and  actual  charter,  James  R.  Lang- 
don,  and  E.  P.  Walton,  Jr.,  until  his  fath- 
er's death  in  1S55,  and  now  E.  P.  Walton. 
■  Notwithstanding  the  disappointment  to 
the  expectations  of  the  town,  the  zeal  and 
liberality  of  its  citizens  for  public  improve- 
ments have  survived.  Various  railroad 
enterprises  have  been  undertaken  and 
charters  obtained,  but  only  one  has  been 
realized.  The  entire  cash  fund  required 
for  the  construction  of  the  Montpelier  and 
Wells  River  railroad  was  $490,000,  and  of 
this  $250,000  was  subscribed,  and  more 
than  $200,000  has  been  paid  by  Mont- 
pelier, more  than  half  of  the  cash  capital. 
The  road,  however,  is  not  managed  in  the 
intere-t  of  Montpelier. 

The  last  feature  in  railway  construction 
is  the  NiV'imu  Guagc  Road;  and  in  this, 
as  in  the  projected  canals  and  the  Boston 
and  Ogdensburgh  railroad  line,  Montpelier 
has  been  the  pioneer  town  'in  Vermont. 
The  matter  was  first  discussed  in  Mont- 
pelier newspapers,  and  the  first  result  was 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Washington,  La- 
moille, Caledonia  and"  Orleans  Counties, 
at  Albany,  in  March,  1872.  In  conse- 
quence of  measures  then  set  on  foot,  funds 
were  raised,  and  surveys  have  been  made 
from  Montpelier  to  Canada  line,  embi-ac- 
ing  several  routes  in  various  portions  of 
the  intervening  country.  Notices  for  ap- 
plications to  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
charter  of  narrow  guage  railway  companies 
from  Canada  line  via  Montpelier  to  Rut- 
land, were  the  first  published,  and  these 
have  been  followed  by  many  other  notices 


MONTPELIEK. 


in  various  parts  of  the  State.  It  is  the 
dawning  of  a  new  era  in  internal  improve- 
ment, promising,  by  cheaply-constructed 
roads  economically  operated,  to  develop 
the  resources  of  sections  otherwise  in- 
accessible to  railroads,  and  to  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  through  standard 
gauge  roads  by  a  large  increase  of  their 
business.  Wh-tever  may  be  the  faults  or 
shortcomings  of  Montpelier  in  other  re- 
spects, it  must  be  conceded  that  the  enter- 
prise and  bounty  of  its  citizens  have  largely 
benefitted  the  State — far  more  largely  the 
State  than  their  own  personal  interests,  or 
the  interests  of  their  town. 

A  few  things  have  been  accidentally 
omitted,  and  many  purposely,  which  will 
be  supplied  by  others.     Of  the  things 
omitted  is  a  notice  of  the  State  Arsenal 
buildings.    During  the  war  of  the  rebellion  j 
a  nece.>.siiy  arose  for  hospitals  specially  i 
adapted  to  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea.    A  | 
medical  commission  was  appointed  by  the  i 
U.  S.  Government,  who  made  extensive  ] 
explorations,  and  reported  that  a  point  in  | 
Minnesota,  and  v.  hat  is  now  Seminary  j 
Hill  in  Montpelier,  were  the  best  in  the 
country.    The  latter  being  most  accessi- 
ble, the  State,  under  the  advice  of  Gov.  i 
John  C.  Smith,  erected  commodious  and 
admirably  arranged    hospital  buildings, 
which  were  used  until  after  the  close  of 
the  war.    Then,  as  compensation  to  the  ■ 
State,  the  Secretary  of  War  assigned  to 
Vermont  arms,  equipment  and  ammuni- 
tion to  the  value  of  $600,000.    This  ne- 
cessitated the  erection  of  arsenal  build- 
ings, and  these  were  located  near  the  hos- 
pital. A  large  part  of  these  m.ilitary  supplies 
have  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  put  into 
the  State  treasury. 

Another  omission  was  Prospect  Park, 
located  two  miles  east  of  the  State-house, 
and  in  an  admirable  position  for  its  scen- 
ery and  accommodations  for  State  and 
County  Fairs.  It  b  private  property, 
owned  by  J.  W.  Brock,  L.  Bart  Cross, 
and  the  estate  of  the  late  J.  Warren  Bailey, 
but  it  ought  to  become  the  property  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Society. 

This  imperfect  record  of  Montpelier  has 
far  exceeded  the  design  of  the  writer,  and 


yet  his  purpose  has  been  to  be  brief  in  re- 
spect to  most  matters  already  made  public, 
and  more  elaborate  in  things  never  gath- 
ered in  any  previous  history  of  the  town. 
In  the  last  field,  the  writer  acknowledges 
his  indebtedness  for  material  aid  to  the 
Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  the  oldest  resident 
of  Montpelier,  who  recently  died  in  his  90th 
year.  E.  P.  w. 

October  ro,  18S1. 

MONTPELIER  POSTMASTERS. 
BY  il.  D.  GILMAX. 

A  post-office  was  first  established  at 
Montpelier,  Apr.  i,  1798,  and  the  first 
postmaster,  Charles  Bulkley,  [see  Judge 
Bulkley,  Berlin,  No.  i,]  to  Apr.  i,  I801  ; 
Timothy  Hubbard,  to  Apr.  i,  1810;  Syl- 
vanus  Baldwin,  to  July  i,  1813;  Joshua  Y. 
Vail,  to  May  15,  1S29;  Geo.  W.  Hill,  to 
Feb.  II,  1837;  Geo.  W.  Barker,  to  Dec. 
26,  1840;  Edwin  S.  Merrill,  to  Dec.  29, 
1843;  Geo.  W.  Reed,  to  May  8,  1849; 
Charles  Lyman,  to  Apr.  28,  1853;  Charles 
G.  Eastman,  to  June  14,  1858;  Timothy 
P.  Redfield,  to  Apr.  2,  1861  ;  James  G. 
French,  to  Apr.  15,  1869;  John  W.  Clark, 
to  July  I,  18S1  ;  James  S.  Peck,  present 
incumbent,  (Oct.  1881.) 

NEWSPAPER  RECORD. 
FKOM  3IA1SCUS  DAVI^  OILMAN,  HIST.  LIB. 

The  Freonans  Press — A  Democratic 
paper,  published  at  Montpelier,  was  com- 
menced in  1809,  not  in  1812  or  1813,  as 
stated  by  Thompson   in  his  history  of 
Montpelier.    The  first  issue  was  Aug.  25, 
1809.    A  file  of  the  "Freeman's  Press"'  is 
in  Mr.  Oilman's  library.    It  was  printed 
I  by  Derrick  Sibley,  and  subsequently  by 
j  Wright  &  Sibley,  for  proprietors,  who  ap- 
I  pear  to  have  been  the  leading  Democrats 
{  of -Montpelier  and  the  neighboring  towns. 
I  The  *' Freeman's  Press"  was  the  second 
I  paper  published  at  the  Capital.    It  is  in- 
i  teresting  as  giving  many  quaint  views  of 
I  life  and  times  in  those  early  days,  the  ad- 
I  vertisements,  especially,  possessing  much 
i  interest. 

j  The  paper  was  devoted  mainly  to  na- 
j  tional  politics,  only  a  small  space  being 
I  given  to  local  and  State  matters.  This 
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file  begins  with  No.  3,  and  embraces  a 
period  of  about  2 A  years.  In  the  issue  of 
Sept.  S,  the  first  in  tins  file,  there  are  but 
6  lines  of  editorial,  and  those  relate  to  the 
State  election  returns  \\  h'':l"' are  published 
in  part.  There  are  fi\  e  advertisements. 
Forbts  &  Lan;jdon  adxertise  for  their 
customers  to  pay  up,  and  also  that  they 
had  "just  received  from  Philadelphia  a 
quantity  of  Scotch  snuft"  of  superior  qual- 
ity.'' Charles  Huntoon — not  mentioned 
by  Thompson— general  merchant,  -'offers 
for  sale  at  his  stores  in  Montpelier  and 
Berlin  a  general  assortment  of  English  and 
India  goods,  etc.,  etc.,  which  he  will  sell 
for  salts  of  lye,  ashes,  butter,  cheese,  beef 
cattle,  and  all  country  produce.''  George 
B.  R.  Gove — also  not  uK-ntioned  by 
Thompson — being  about  to  leave  Mont- 
pelier, oflers  for  sale  "'one  House  and 
Store,  with  5  acres  of  land  within  100  rods 
of  thu;  State.  Huuse,  pleasantly  situated  in 
the  centre  of  business,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  stands  for  a  merch.ant  in  the  State." 
This  was  the  store  on  Main  St.,  adjoining 
Bethany  Church, with  land  attached.  "Also 
an  oil  mill  near  Onion  river  bridge,  also  a 
gin  distillery,  new  and  complete,  and  a 
small  farm  in  15eilin,  and  other  lands.'' 
Dec.  15,  1809,  we  learn  that  Silas  lUirbank 
has  purchased  the  oil  mill  of  Mr.  Gove, 
and  wants  flax  seed,  for  v/hich  one  gallon 
of  oil,  or'one  dollar  in  cash,  will  be  given 
perbushe!  October  13,  1809,  Chester  W. 
Houghton  wants  a  few  thousand  bushels 
of  potatoes  delivered  at  his  distillery,  for 
which  he  v/ill  give  in  exchange  i  qt.  of  gin 
ptr  bushel  or  20  cents  in  English  goods. 
Josiah  Parks,  bookseller,  publisher,  and 
justice  of  the  peace,  was  a  persistent  ad- 
vertiser, continuing  through  the  entire  file 
of  papers.  So  also  were  Justin  and  PLlias 
Lyman,  merchants,  of  Hartford,  Vt.  •  In 
the  paper  of  May  2,  iSii.  is  the  marriage 
by  Josiah  Parks,  Esq.,  of  Mr.  Ezekiel  P. 
Walton,  printer,  and  Miss  Prussia  Persons. 
November  5,  1809,  James  I'eck  opens  a 
martial  music  school.  Dec.  2,  1S09,  Chas. 
Bulklcy,  agent  for  the  tnistecs  of  Mont- 
peher  Academy,  politelv  says  : 

The  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  vicinity 
are  with  pleasure  informed  that  an  addi- 


tional room  has  been  fitted  up  in  the 
Academy,  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
ladies'  school.  An  instructor  has  been  ob- 
tained, whose  attainments  are  in  ever\- 
respect  adequate  to  instruct  in  the  several 
branches  of  reading,  grammar,  geography, 
I  painting,  embroidering,  and  the  various 
kinds  of  needle-work. 

Sylvanus  Baldwin,  a  stockholder  in  the 
paper,  is  a  liberal  advertiser  of  houses 
and  lands  for  sale,  and  to  be  let,  and 
of  patent  rights  for  sale.     He  is  also  in- 
terested in,  and  agent  for,  a  cotton  and 
woolen  mill  near  "Paine's  bridge."  Jan. 
1 8 10,  Thomas  Reed  continues  the  chair, 
cabinet  and  painting  business,  at  his  old 
stand.    July  4,  1810,  the  Democratic  Re- 
publican citizens  of  Montpelier,  Calais, 
Marshfield  and  Plainfield,  celebrated  the 
j  4th  at  Capt.  Samuel  Rich's.  North  Mont- 
1  pclier,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  Fed- 
j  erals  did  not  celebrate  the  4th  of  July  in 
!  those  days.    Col.  Caleb  Curtis,  of  Calais, 
j  acted  as  Marshal,  and  Nahum  Kelton,  of 
i  Montpelier,  as  Assistant.    "  The  Declara- 
'  tion  of  Independence  was  read,  prefaced 
I  by  some  well-timed  remarks  by  J.  Y.  Vail, 
jEsq.,  a  truly  republican  oration  was  de- 
\  liveredby  Timothy  Merrill,  Esq.,  which  did 

i  honor  to  his  head  and  heart !  A  sump- 
I  .  . 

I  tuous  dinner  in  a  grove  with  regular  and 
i  volunteer  toasts  followed,  Josiah  Parks 
i  being  Chairman  of  Committee  on  toasts, 
i  which  latter  expressed  the  usual  Demo- 
\  cratic  sentiments  of  the  time. 
I  Jan.  1 ,  18 1 1 ,  "  Found  near  the  Academy 
I  last  evening,  a  good  bandanna  handker- 
I  chief,  which  the  owner  may  have  by  ap- 
i  plying  to  D.  Sibley.''  Jan.  7,  18 11,  "good 
1  stock  of  hay  at  $5.50  per  ton,  and  cash, 
j  labor,  pork,  shingles,  or  grain,  received  in 
i  payment.  I  live  on  the  West  road  in 
!  Calais,  near  Col.  Curtis'."  Signed,  Wil- 
j  liam  Thayer. 

I  Mar,  7,  1811,  Amos  Bugbee,  who  is  a 
j  machinist,  and  connected  with  the  cotton 
I  and  woolen  factory  before  mentioned,  offers 
j  for  sale  Dutch  plows.  Mar.  20,  Josiah 
I  Fisk  carries  on  the  clothier  s  business, 
j  and  does  blue-dyeing  at  his  shop  inMont- 
I  pelier. 

May  30, 181 1,  the  Frt^ss  says,  "  we  notice 
in  the  last  ll-'a/c/iMa/i  the  {oWow'nvz:  'Our 
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glorious  federal  triumph  in  New  York  ;  the 
Clinton  interest  is  no  more.'  This  is  not 
the  first  time  the  patrons  of  this  paper 
have  been  egregiously  imposed  upon  in 
this  wav,  DeWitt  Clinton  is  elected  bv 
over  three  thousand  majorit)-."'' 

Nov.  II,  1811,  brings  the  file  near  the 
war  of  18 1 2.  and  political  feeling  began  to 
nin  high.  November  7,  1 8 11,  Wright  & 
Sibley  purchase  the  entire  stock  of  the 
**  Freeman's  Press  "  establishment,  and  are 
sole  proprietors  :  and  about  this  time  they 
remove  "to  the  chamber  of  the  White 
Store  opposite  Major  Langdon's,"  in  the 
wooden  building  adjoining  Bethany  church, 
now  occupied  by  Fisher  &  Colton,  sad- 
dlery and  hardware  store. 

Morse's  tavern,  sometimes  called  "Peo- 
ple's Rest,"  appears  to  have  been  the  usual 
place  for  citizen's  meetings,  etc. 

We  learn  from  Sylvanus  Baldwin,  post- 
master at  thai  iime,  that  the  mail  facilities 
of  Montpelier  at  this  time  were  tv.o  mails 
per  week  each,  froni  the  South  and  West: 
and  one  mail  per  week  each  from  th.e  North 
and  East.  We  notice  that  Washington 
news  was  from  20  to  30  days  old  when 
published  in  Montpelier. 

TAe  FreeinafCs  Press  was  published  till 
about  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  18 15.  After  the  suspension  of 
the  Press,  there  was  no  Democratic  paper 
in  Montpel  er  until 

THE  VERMONT  PATRIOT  AND  STATE 
GAZETTE, 

established  by  the  Hon.  Isaac  Hill,  of 
Concord,  N.H.  UrstNo.,  Jan.  17,  1S26, 
page-size  21x30  inches,  enlarged  to  24x36, 
Apr.  15,  1841.  Mr.  Hill  placed  his  brother 
Geo.  W.  in  charge  as  manager,  under  the 
firm  of  Geo.  W'.  Hill  vS;  Co.,  with  Horace 
Steele,  editor,  soon  succeeded  by  Hugh 
Moore,  Esq.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  an  ed- 
ucated and  accomplished  gentleman,  who 
held  the  position  several  years,  Mrs.  Geo. 
W.  Hill,  a  lady  of  culture  and  talent,  ren- 
dering editorial  service  during  the  latter 
years  of  her  husband's  connection  withi  the 
paper.  From  Apr.  30,  1027  to  1S34,  Mr. 
Hill  was  sole  publisher,  when,  not  satis- 


factorily succeeding,  he  sold  to  William 
Clark,  some  time  foreman  in  the  office. 

Mr.  Hill  was  postmaster  under  Gen. 
Jackson's  appointment  until  after  Van 
Buren's  election,  when  soon  after  he  re- 
tired to  a  farm  in  Lowell,  Vt.,  and  re- 
moved to  Johnson  about  1850,  where  he 
still  resides,  (18S1,)  a  hale  old  gentleman 
of  the  "olden  time." 

Jeremiah  T.  Marston,  who  read  law  in 
Montpelier,  and  had  just  opened  an  office, 
became  editor  when  Mr.  Clark  became 
proprietor.  Mr.  Marston  continued  editor 
only  till  Apr.  i,  1838,  when  he  v/ith  Geo. 
W.  Barker  bought  out  Clark  for  $2,200. 
Mr.  Clark  removed  to  New  York  City,  and 
became  connected  with  the  large  printing 
house  of, Trow  &  Co.,  where  he  continued 
until  the  failure  of  his  eyesight  quite  re- 
cently, when  ho  retired  from  bu.-.iiicss,  and 
resides,  (1879,)  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He 
married  Fanny,  dau.  of  Isaiah  Silver,  of 
Montpelier. 

Mr,  Barker,  P.  M.  under  Van  Buren, 
after  the  . "  Hard-Cider-Log-Cnbin  "'  cam- 
paign of  1 840,  retired  from  newspaper 
business  to  engage  in  building  railroads, 
and  died  not  long  since  in  Sheboygan, 
Wis. 

The  political  aspect  looked  discouraging 
for  a  Democratic  editor,  but  Marston, 
young  and  full  of  hope,  determined  to  per- 
severe— became  sole  proprietor  and  editor, 
brought  out  his  paper  enlarged  at  $1,200 
cost,  pushed  ahead,  and  made  the  most 
lively,  wide-awake  and  best  looking  paper 
in  the  State,  until  bought  out  in  1846  by 
Chas.  G.  Eastman  and  Jos.  B.  Danforth, 
the  former,  editor;  the  latter,  manager. 
Mr.  Marston  accumulated  during  his  con- 
nection wath  the  paper  $15,000  to  $20,000. 
He  removed  to  Madison,  Wis., where  he  en- 
gaged in  commercial  and  farming  business, 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Jacob  F.  Dodge, 
of  Montpelic-.  They  have  3  children. 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Plyde,  of  this  village,  is  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Marston.  Mr.  Marston  has 
not  taken  an  active  part  in  politics  since 
leaving  Montpelier,  but  in  the  political  up- 
heavings  since  then  he  has  somehow  got 
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on  the  opposite  side  from  where  he  used 
to  be. 

In  July,  185 1,  Eastman  bou^lit  out 
Danforth,  and  remained  sole  editor  and 
proprietor  until  his  death,  Sept.  i860. 
[The  biography  of  Mr.  Eastman  will  be 
given  in  the  history  of  Barnard,  next  vol.] 

Mr.  Danforth  removed  to  Rock  Island, 
111.,  where  he  published  the  Rock  Island 
Aj'gus,  a  Democratic  paper,  until  recently, 
since  which  a  "National  Journal*" — for 
whom  farther,  see  history  of  Barnard,  next 
vol. 

Location  of  the  Verino)it  Patriot:  West- 
erly side  of  Main  street,  opposite  Bethany 
church  ;  wood  structure,  printing-office  in 
the  second  story  ;  rear  part  of  first  story 
occupied  as  a  book-bindery  by  a  Mr.  Wat- 
son, who  went  to  South  Carolina  and  died 
there,  and  the  front  part  for  the  post- 
oflice,  kept  b\  Mr.  lliJl.  When  the  South- 
ern and  Western  mails  arrived,  by  stage, 
about  the  same  time,  10  to  11  o'clock,  a.  m., 
the  little  room  would  be  crov»-ded  to  ex- 
cess. After  the  mail  was  opened,  Post- 
master Hill  would  read  out  in  a  loud  voice 
the  address  of  every  letter  received,  upon 
the  conclusion  of  v.  hich  there  wou.ld  be  a 
stampede  of  those  for  w  horn  there  were  no 
letters. 

The  Patriot  was  published  here  until  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Marston  &  Barker, 
when  it  was  removed  to  State  street,  in  the 
Ballou  bi  ilding,  opposite  Eirst  National 
Bank,  wdiere  the  printing-office  was  in  the 
second  story,  Mr.  Marston  having  a  book- 
store on  the  first  floor,  and  a  large  reading- 
room,  well  supplied  with  newspapers,  in 
the  rear,  for  the  benefit  of  any  one  who 
chose  to  use  it.  It  was  there  the  friends 
of  the  editor  and  Patriot  gathered  for 
news  and  political  gossip.  It  was  in  this 
room  the  election  of  James  K.  Polk  was 
first  announced  in  Montpelier  by  a  hurried 
scrawl  from  Hon.  J.  McM.  Shaftev,  then 
Whig  Secretary  of  State  for  Vermont, 
written  at  Burlington  and  forwarded  by 
the  stage-driver  to  Col.  E.  P.  Jewett,  it 
reading  as  follows:  "New  York  gone! 
all  gone!  We  have  got  to  take  Polk, 
Texas  and  the  devil  I''  and  we  also  got  with 
Polk  that  vast  and  rich  territory  compris- 


ing not  only  Texas,  but  New  Mexico,  Uiali, 
Arizona,  Nevada  and  California,  to  which 
latter  State,  Mr.  Shafter  removed  some 
25  years  ago,  being  now  one  of  its  prom- 
inent men.  [See  Shafter  faniily  in  histor\ 
of  Athens,  later  in  this  vol.] 

Eastman  and  Danforth  on  their  pur- 
chase removed  the  Patriot  ofhct  across  the 
bridge  to  a  wooden  building,  then  standin<_( 
on  land  now  occupied  by  the  easterly  part 
of  Union  Block,  opposite  the  westerly  ten- 
ement of  Walton  block,  where  it  remained 
during  the  publication  by  Eastman  and  by 
E.  M.  Brown.  [For  Col.  E.  M.  Brown,  see 
Woodstock  in  next  vol.] 

fUOM  .\MKRICAN  NEWSPAPER  KKPOHTEIt. 
THE  ARGUS  AND  PATRIOT 

is  the  result  of  a  union,  early  in  1863,  of 
the  Bellows  ¥-3i\\s  Argus  with  the  Vermont 
Patriot — the  former  conimenccd  in  1853, 
by  Hiram  Atkins,  at  Bellows  Falls.  The 
paper  under  its  present  title  began  with 
about  2,000  subscribers  ;  office-room,  30  by 
42  feet;  presses,  a  small-sized  "  Ruggles" 
for  job  work,  and  Newbury  cylinder  for 
the  paper;  working  force,  three  hands 
with  the  editor.  It  now  employs  one  of 
each  size  of  the  Degener  job-presses,  i 
Globe  half  medium,  i  hand  press,  2  first 
class  Cottrell  Sc  Babcock  cylinder  presses 
— one  the  largest  press  of  any  kind  in  the 
State  (1881)  ;  office  hands  20 — on  job-work 
8  or  10;  in  outfit,  type,  etc.,  is  in  the  very 
front  of  the  printing  establishments  ofthe 
State.  The  work  of  the  office  goes  all 
over  the  State,  into  each  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  New  York,  Wisconsin,  etc. 
Several  thousand  dollars  value  of  paper, 
card,  ink,  etc.,  kept  constantly  on  hand. 
All  has  gone  on  expanding.  The  large 
three-story  building,  opposite  Bethany 
church,  once  familiarly  known  as  the  Lyman 
store,  is  now  better  knowu  as  the  Argus 
and  Patriot  building,  owned  by  its  ov  n 
editor  and  proprietor.  From  the  time  Mr. 
Atkins  assumed  control  of  tht^Argiis  and 
Patriot,  every  week  has  added  new  names 
to  his  subscription  till  the  list  is  over 
6,000.  The  Argus  and  Patriot  lias  occ.i-. 
sionally  been  published  daily  daring  .ses- 
sions of  the  Leirislature. 
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THE  VOICF;  of  freedom. 
FKOM  HON.  JOSEVH  POLAXD. 

The  publication  of  The  Voice  of  Free- 
doiii  was  commenced  January  ist,  1839, 
by  Eviicry  A.  Allen  and  Joseph  Poland  as 
publishers,  under  the  firm  name  of  Allen 
&  Poland.  Plon.  Chauncey  L.  Knapp, 
then  holding  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  by  favor  of  the  Whig  party,  was  em- 
ployed as  editor.  The  publication  office 
was  in  the  second  story  of  the  Barnes  shop 
building,  first  door  East  of  the  Bishop 
hotel.  In  September  of  the  same  yenr  Mr. 
Poland  retired  from  the  paper  by  reason  of 
ill  health,  and  its  publication  was  con- 
tinued through  the  year  by  Mr.  E.  A. 
Allen.  At  the  beginning  of  the  second 
vqlume  the  proprietorship  passed  to  the 
State  Anti-slavery  Society,  Mr.  Knapp 
still  remaining  as  editor.  After  a  few 
months,  more  or  less,  the  paper  fell  into 
the  hnnds  of  Mr.  Jedediah  Holcomb,  of 
Brandon,  and  was  removed  to  that  place,  ' 
where  it  was  subsequently  discontinued,  j 
Mr.  Knapp  has  been  for  many  years  the 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Lowell,  (Mass.,) 
Daily  Citizen,  his  son  of  late  years  having 
been  associated  with  him  in  the  business. 
Among  other  important  positions  he  has 
filled  are  those  of  Clerk  of  the  Massachu- 
setts House  of  Representatives  and  Mem- 
ber of  Congress  from  the  Lowell  district. 
Mr.  Allen  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Ran- 
dolph, Mass.,  and  Mr.  Poland  is  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Watc/unan  ^  Jour- 
nal, Montpelier. 

Thou_<i^h  an  individual  enterprise,  the 
Voice  of  Freedom  was  regarded  as  the 
organ  of  the  then  recently  formed'Anti- 
slavery  Society  of  the  State,  of  which  Row- 
land T.  Robinson,  of  Ferrisburgh,  was 
President,  and  Dr.  J.  A.  Allen,  of  Mid- 
dlebury.  Secretary.  *  As  yet  the  anti- 
slavery  sentiment  of  the  State  had  not 
taken  the  form  of  political  action,  and  only 
sought  to  promote  its  objects  by  moral 
and  religious  methods.  -But  recent  events 
had  given  a  new  impetus  to  the  movement, 
and  the  roar  of  the  on-coming  tide  which 
was  destined  to  sweep  American  slavery 
out  of  existence,  might  already  be  heard  in 
the  distance.    The  celebrated  controversy 


in  Congress  concerning  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, v/ith  John  Quincy  Adams  as  its  elo- 
quent champion,  was  then  at  its  height. 
The  so-called  "Atherton  gag''  had  just 
been  adopted  by  the  national  House  of 
Representatives,  whereby  every  petition, 
memorial,  resolution,  proposition  or  paper, 
touching  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the 
buying,  selling  or  transferring  of  slaves  in 
any  state,  district  or  territory  of  the  United 
States,"  was  "laid  on  the  table  without 
being  debated,  printed,  read  or  referred," 
and  had  produced  such  general  indignation 
among  all  parties  that  the  legislature  of  the 
State,  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  by  a  nearly 
unanimous  vote  in  both  houses,  had  de- 
manded the  repeal  of  said  obnoxious  res- 
olution, and  instructed  our  Senatois  and 
requested  our  Representatives  to  labor  for 
its  repeal.  They  v/ere  also  instructed,  by 
the  same  legislatui  e,  to  "  use  their  utmost 
elTorts  to  prevent  the  annexation  of  Texas 
and  to  procure  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  C-olumbia 
and  the  territories,  and  the  slave-trade  be- 
tween the  several  states."  Indeed,  so  far 
had  Mr.  Knapp,  the  editor  of  the  "  Voice,''"' 
progressed  in  the  direction  of  distinct  po- 
litical action  that,  the  year  following, 
when  Harrison  and  Tyler  were  the  Whig 
standard-bearers,  he  was  waited  upon  by  a 
delegation  from  the  Whig  State  Com- 
mittee v;ith  the  intimation  that  the  sup- 
port of  their  presidential  candidates  was  a 
condition  precedent  to  his  re-election  to 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  Where- 
u])on  he  distinctly  avowed  that  he  would 
support  no  man  for  these  high  positions 
"with  the  smell  of  slavery  upon  his  gar- 
ments." The  result  was  that  Mr.  Knapp 
was  superseded  the  ensuing  fall  by  Hon. 
Alvah  Sabin,  of  Georgia,  as  Secretary  of 
State. 

THE  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  FREEM.^N 

was  established  at  Montpelier,  as  the  organ 
of  the  Liberty  party,  in  January,  1844,  by 
Joseph  Poland,  with  Rev.  J.  C.  Aspenwall, 
a  Methodist  preacher,  as  editor.  ?»Ir. 
Aspenwall  retired  in  tlie  fall  of  the  same 
year,  leaving  the  entire  charge  of  the  paper 
in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor.  A  few 
months  subsequently.  Rev.  C.  C.  l^riggs, 
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Congrcgatioiinl  preacher  and  anti-sla\  -  |     As  we  have  said,  the  Greeti  Mouiitaiti 


joint  editor  and  pub-  I  I''rccman  was  established  as  the  organ  of 
;  Pohmd  &  Briggs.  j  the  Liberty  party  of  the  State,  and  for  five 


ery  lecturer,  became 
lisher,  the  firm  beii 
In  May,  1846,  Mr.  Briggs  retired,  and  the 
paper  was  conducccd  by  Mr.  ]\)land  luitil 
January,  1849,  with  xMr.  H.  D,  Hopkins 
as  associate  editor  during  the  year  184S. 
The  first  of  January,  1849,  infirm  health 
induced  the  proprietor  to  sell  and  transfer 
the  paper  to  the  Hon.  Jacob  Scott,  of 
Barre,  who  had  for  some  years  been  a 
leading  man  in  the  anti-slavery  ranks,  and 
a  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
also  for  Congress.  During  the  year  1849, 
Hon.  Daniel  P.  Thompson  became  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Scott,  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  succeeding  volume  he  became 
sole  proprietor  and  ctlitor.  In  1856  the 
paper  was  sold  to  Mr.  S.  S.  Boyce.  In 
iS'^-'i  tlic  p^per  was  bought  by  Hon. 
Charles  W.  Wlllard,  who  was  its  editor 
for  twelve  years  thereafter,  and  who  was 
sole  proprietor  until  1S69,  when  he  sold  a 
half  interest  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Wheelock.  In 
1873,  Mr.  Wheelock  became  sole  proprietor 
and  editor,  and  so  remained  until  his  death 
in  1876,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Mr.  Herbert  R.  Wheelock,  the  present 


years,  and  until  the  character  of  the  party 
was  somewhat  "  watered,"  to  use  a  phrase 
current  on  change,  by  the  absorption  of 
the  free-soil  elenient  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  1845,  it  had  the  proud  distinction 
of  representing  a  political  party  which  was 
never  surpassed  in  any  country  or  age  for 
the  purity  of  its  principles  and  the  uncom- 
promising firmness  with  which  it  pursued 
its  single  purpose.  Never  Jhad  an  organ  a 
more  intelligent  and  devoted  constituency. 
At  the  date  of  its  transfer  to  Mr.  Scott  in 
1848  it  had  4,000  subscribers.  By  the 
union  that  yearwith  the  free-soil  portion  of 
the  Democratic  party  in  the  free  states, 
and  joining  in  the  support  af  MaVtin  Van 
ikiren  for  the  Presidency,  the  character  of 
the  party  became  less  distinctively  religious 
and  more  political ;  but  the  fundamental 
principle  of  the  original  organization  was 
never  lost  sigh  t  of  until,  through  the  agency 
of  the  Republican  party  and  the  consequent 
election  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  doctrine 
of  our  boasted  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence v.as  transformed  from  a  cruel  lie  to 


proprietor  and  editor.  The  office  of  pub-  a  living  truth.  .And  the  founder  of  the 
lication  was  first  in  the  second  story  of 
the  Lyman  &  King  store,  (now  the  Argifs 
^/'^//r/i?/ building,)  then  in  Cross'  Bakery, 
in  the  lear  of  Babcock  Cutler's  drug 
store,  then  in  the  second  story  of  the 
Barrows  &:  Peck  hardware  store,  then  re- 
moved to  the  new  "Freeman  Building'' 
erected  by  S.  S.  Boyce,  and  subsequently 
to  its  present  quarters.  Of  the  several 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  Freenian 
from  first  to  last,  it  is  believed  Mr.  Aspen- 
wall  is  dead ;  Mr.  Boyce  was  engaged  in 
the  war  of  the  rebellion,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  New  York  ;  Messrs.  Scott,  Thomp- 
son, Willard  and  J.-W.  Wheelock  have 
deceased;  Mr.  Briggs  is  a  successful  bank- 
er and  manufacturer  at  Rockford,  Illinois  ; 
Mr.  Hopkins  is  living  in  Montpelier,  but 
with  impaired  health,  while  the  founder  of 
the  paper  is  now  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  IVatcJunan  Qr^  Journal,  at  Montpelier 
— the  office  in  which  he  learned  the  print- 
er's trade  when  a  boy. 


Freeman  looks  back  upon  his  five  years^ 
labors  in  this  connection  as  the  crovvuing 
glory  of  his  life. 

Botanic  Ad  :ocate.  —  A  monthly,  com- 
menced about  1837,  and  continued  about 
2  years.  By  Drs.  Wright  and  F.  A.  Mc- 
Dowell. 

Green  Mountain  Emporium,  and  Liter- 
erary.  Moral  and  Religious  Record. — By 
J.  Milton  Stearns,  8  vo.  monthly,  16  pages 
each;  commenced  November,  1838,  con- 
tinued only  a  short  time,  and  moved  to 
Middlebury. 

Vermont  Family  Visitor  —  Commenced 
in  1845,  '^^^  issued  about  a  year  only. 

Vermont  Temperaiice  Star — Eight  page 
quarto,  monthly.  Address,  Geo.  B.  Man- 
ser. Vol.  I,  No.  6,  is  August,  1839, 
Montpelier,  Vt. 

The  Watchword — A  temperance  paper. 
Editorial  committee  :  Rev.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe, 
Rev.  J.  E.  Wright,  H.  D.  Hopkins,  H.  A. 
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Huse.  P'eb.  14,  1S74.  Only  a  lew  num- 
bers issued. 

Vermont  Tef}ipcraticc  Bamicr — Started 
in  the  fall  of  1S79,  under  the  auspices  of 
W.  F.  Scott  and  j.  P.  Eddy.  One  num- 
ber published  and  then  suspended  for  want 
of  patronage. 

The  Vermonter — Fred.  II.  Kimball,  ed- 
itor and  publisher,  July,  1879.  4  pp. 
"The  representative  amateur  paper  of 
Vermont""*  published  at  present. 

The  Era,  by  Edward  Clark,  and  the 
Echo,  by  Chas.  Y .  Ijurjihajii,  were  started 
about  1875,  while  both  editors  were  serving 
tlieir  apprenticeship  in  the  Argus  office. 
Of  both  papers,  only  one  or  two  numbers 
were  issued. 

Yoiuig  A/nerican,  1874 — \Vm.  M.  Ken- 
dall, Jr.,  printer  and  publisher.  An  8  page 
paper,  printed  at  Montpeh'er,  while  its  ed- 
itor was  attending  school ;  and  after  his 
education  was  completed,  removed  to  its 
former  place  of  publication,  Lebanon,  N. 
IE,  Mr.  Kendall  becoming  the  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Dollar  W^t'/'/K.'^t  that  place. 

Postage  Staiup  Reporter,  1877 — C.  F. 
Biiswell,  publisher.  8  pp.  7x5.^.  Issued 
monthly,  devoted  to  stamp  collecting,  and 
discontinued  on  increase  of  postage  regu- 
lation, with  its  Sept.  Nd.,  1S77. 

Green  Monntain  Boys,  1877 — Tuttle  & 
Dewey,  publishers.  8  pp.  6  x  8,  and  is- 
.s\ied  monthly. 

IVinooski  Impetus — Metropolis  of  Ver- 
mont, April  15,  1835,  to  March,  1836.  4  to. 
Published  monthly  by  a  society  of  young 
men. 

The MontpcUerian — Vol.  5,  No.i.  Sem- 
inary Hill,  Montpelier,  Vt.,  Jan.  20,  1S77. 
Published  by  the  Literary  Society  of  the 
Vermont  Methodist  Seminary.  4  to,  p.  8, 
[4]    Continued  monthly. 

{Editors  and  publishers  now  residing  at 
Montpelier — E.  P.  Walton,  retired;  Jo- 
seph Poland,  present  proprietor  of  the 
Watchfnan;  J.M.  Poland,  retired;  Hiram 
Atkins,  proprietor  of  the  Argus,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  the  tine  views  of  Beth- 
any and  Christ  Church  in  \o.  3  of  the 
Gazetteer;  H.  R.  Wheelock  and  IE  A. 
Huse  of  the  Ereeman.l 


BIDLJOGRAPHV  OF  MONTPELIER. 
BY  M.  D.  OILMAN, 

I.lbrarlHii  of  the  Vermont  Iltsf^rical  Society. 

Montpelier  has  been  prominent  in  the 
printing  of  books  from  an  early  period  of 
its  history ;  the  number  of  book  imprints 
issued  fron-i  the  press  of  this  town,  as 
shown  in  my  bibliography  of  \'ermont,  a 
work  in  course  of  preparation,  exceeds  800, 
including  of  course  official  publications  for 
the  State,  which  are  probably  more  than 
halt  of  the  number. 

The  earliest  Montpelier  imprint  I  have 
met  is  a  work  compiled  by  Clark  Brown 
with  the  title:  "The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  Vermont,  also  Washington's 
Farewell  Address,"  etc.  Printed  by  Ben- 
jamin H.  Wheeler,  for  Brown  &  Parks, 
1807.    16^  p.  76. 

Mr.  Brown  started  the  first  newspaper 
in  town,  the  "Vermont  Precursor,''  which 
he  published  weekly,  Nov.  1806  to  Sept. 
1807,  when  he  sold  out  to  Samuel  Goss, 
who  was  at  that  time  publishing  a  paper  at 
Peacham. 

Mr.  Goss  re-christened  the  "Precursor' 
as  the  "W^atchman,"  numbering  consec- 
utively from  the  commencement  of  the 
former.  In  1808,  Mr.  Brown  delivered  a 
Masonic  Sermon  at  Danville:  "The  Mor- 
al and  Benevolent  Design  of  Christianity 
and  Freemasonry,"  etc.  Danville  :  Eben- 
ezer  Eaton. 

The  following  partial  list  of  books  and 
pamphlets  relatmg  in  any  way  to  Montpe- 
lier is  of  interest,  as  showing  the  class  of 
literature  circulated  among  the  people,  es- 
pecially in  the  eadier  history  of  the  State ; 
the  list  is  compiled  wholly  from  my  bibliog- 
raphy of  Vt. 

The  publications  of  the  numerous  insti- 
tutions and  organizations  in  *he  State, 
such  as  religious,  educational,  masonic, 
temperance,  odd  fellows,  agricultural,  med- 
ical, benevolent,  military,  railroads,  insur- 
ance and  others,  for  full  lists  of  which  see 
Walcon'.-,  Registers,  are  omitted  here  as 
well  also  as  all  official  State  publications, 
and  town  reports,  although  Montpelier 
printers  have  had  their  full  share  of  the 
printing  of  the  above  works.    All  the  pub- 
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lications  named  were  printed  in  Montpelier 
unless  otherwise  noted. 
Adams,  Daniel.       Ens^dish  Grammar. 

Published  by  L.  O.  C.  IJowles,  1814. 
— Another  editV^n,  sL^mc  publisher,  1817. 
— The  Scholar's  Arithmetic.    Wright  & 

Sibley,  printers,  1812.  , 
Adams,  F.  W.    "Theological  Criticisms."  j 

Published  by  J.  E.  Thompson.  1S43.  . 

p.  216.        '  i 

Mr.  Adams  was  an  eminent  physician  In  Montpelier 
for  many  years,  where  he  died  in  Dec.  185S,  aged  71. 

Airen,  Solo.mon.    "An  Appeal  to  the  i 
Churches,*'  etc.,  p.  120,  printed  by  E.  P.  | 


Walton,  182 1. 

Allis,  Rev.  O.  I).    Funeral  Sermon  on i  Button,  Rev.  Asa. 
the  death  of  Chas.  M.  Griswold,  1862.  !     scribed,  a  sermon 


BovLE,  Capt.  R.  \'oyages  and  Adven- 
tures. Printed  by  \Vright  &  Sibley. 
12°  p.  262. 

j  Brigham,G.N.  Poems,  1870.  12°  p.  187. 
I — Second  edition  of  same,  1874,  p.  219. 
j     Cambridge,  Mass. 

i  Buchanan,  Rev.  C.  The  Works  of. 
\Valton  &  Goss,  printers,  18 13.  12^-^ 
p.  369. 

Bunyan,  Rev.  J.  The  Heavenly  Foot- 
man, 181 1.  Walton  &  Goss,  printers. 
24°  p.  108. 
Bliss,  Rev.  J.  I.  Funeral  Sermon  on 
Capt.  L.  H.  Bostwick  at  Jericho,  1863. 
E.  P.  Walton,  printer. 

False  Teachers  I)e- 
at  Thctford,  1810. 


Printed  at  the  Freeman  office.  !     Montpelier:  Printed  by  Samuel  Goss. 

Austin.  Rev.  Samuel.    Election  Sermon,  \  —  Funeral  Sermon  on  Mrs.  Joram  Allen, 
1816.    Printed  by  Walton  &  Goss.        !     at  Thetford,  1811.    Wright  &  Sibley, 
Baldwin,  Daniel.     Memorial  Service,  \  printers. 

held  in  the  Church  of  the  Messiali,  at ! —Funeral  Sermon  on  Oramel  Hinckley,  at 
Montpelier,  Aug.  7,  loSi.    Printed,  for  |     Thetford,  18 12.    Wright  v^-  Sibley, 
private  distribution,  by  Joseph  Poland.  ;  j^^ji^x,^)^,  Rev.  H.  N.     "Go  Forward." 
8°  p.  18.    [By  Rev.  J.  Edw.  Wright.]  j     a  Missionary  Sermon  at  St.  Johnsbury, 
See  sketch  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  t     i868.    Frccinan  print. 

Ballou,  Eli.    Review  of  Rev.  A.  Royce's  |  Butler,  J .  D.    See  Article,  Vt.  Hist.  So- 


Sermon  against  Universalism.  Printed 
by  F.  A.  McDov,-ell,  Universalist  Watch- 
man oftice,  1838. 

Barber,  E.  D.  Democratic  Oration  at 
Montpelier,  1839.    Batriot  office  print. 

Barre.  Reply  of  the  people  of  Barre  to 
the  attack  of'Rev.  A.  Royce,  1 845.  Po- 
land iS:  Briggs,  printers,  p-  51- 

Baylies,  Nicholas.    A  Digested  Index 
to  La^v  Reports  in  England  and  the 
United  States.    Jointed  by  Walton 
Goss,  1814.  -  3  vols.  8°  p.  xiv,  545  ;  vii, 
455  ;  vii,  509. 

— An  Esssay  on  the  Human  Mind.  E.  P. 
Walton,  printer,  1820.    16°  p.  216. 

— A  second  edition.    Same  imprint,  1829. 

Bayne,  Thomas.  Funeral  Sermon  on  the 
death  of  Hon.  Ira  H.  Allen,  1866.  Wal- 
ton, printer. 

Bent,  Rev.  J.  A.  Thanksgiving  Sermon  at 
Stowe,  1854.  E.  P.  WaTton,  Jr.,  printer. 

BiBLf:.    I  am  informed  that  an  edition  of 


ciety. 

Carpenter,  Hoti.  HE>rAN.    Family  Re- 
Union,  1S71.    Polands' print. 
Chalmers,  Rev.   Thomas.  Discourses 
ols.  in  one,  p.  I75 
E.  P.  Walton,  printer, 


on  Revelation.  2 


and  194,  12 
1819. 

Chandler,  Rev.  A.    Sermon  at  Waits- 

field,  1826.    E.  P.  Walton,  printer. 
Chan-ning,  Rev.  W\  E.    Election  Sermon 
in  Boston,  1830.    Reprinted  by  Geo.  W. 
Hill,  Montpelier. 
Christian  Pilgrim,  18°  p.  143-    E.  P. 

Walton,  printer.  Comical  illustrations. 
Cobb,  Enos.  An  Exposition  of  Dr.  Cobb's 
art  of  discovering  the  faculties  of  the 
Human  Mind,  etc.  Montpelier,  1846. 
12°  p.  31. 

COBURN,  A.    The  Scholar^s  Teacher  of 

Geography.    xMontpelier,  1838.  p.  I3- 
Dascomb,  Rev.  A.  B.    Memorial  Record 
of  Waitsfield,  1867.    Freeman  Print, 
the  New  Te.starnent  was  printed  by  the  |  „Sermon  on  the  death  of  Pres.  Lincoln, 
late  E.7ekiel  P.  W  alton,  at  Montpelier,  i  Walton's  Print, 

in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  ,  ■  ^  y^^^^,. 
but  I  have  never  seen  a  copy.    Some  ,  ^'^^{f^V  ^ct  12,  1815.    Walton  Goss. 

8"^  p.  40- 

Davis,  Miss  Mary  E.    [A  native  of  Pkun- 
iield.]    Poems.    Argus  &  Patriot 
1877.    12°  p.  349- 
Day,  NoRRis.    A  Lecture  on  Bible  i'oli- 
tics.    Montpelier,  1846. 


.  thirty  editions  of  the  Bible  and  parts 
thereof  have  been  printed  in  Vermont, 
mainly  at  Brattleboro,  Windsor  and 
Woodstock. 

Boardman,  Rev,  E.  J.  Immediate  Abo- 
lition Vindicated.  An  address  at  Ran- 
dolph, 1838.    Walton  &  Son,  printers. 
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Dean,  James.     Gazetteer  of  Vermont. 
Frinted  by  Samuel  Gos.s.  1S08.  8°  p.  44. 
!      Tliis  was  the  flrst  gazetteer  of  the  State, 

i  Dewev,-  C.  C.  Woman  Suffrage.  Journal 
Press,  Montpelier,  1869. 

Dolphin,  James.  Travels  of,  among  the 
Indians,  etc.  Wright  &  Sibley,  print- 
ers, 1812.    18°  p.  72. 

Dow,  Peggy,  [Wife  of  the  famous  Lo- 
renzo Dow.]  Poetry.  Printed  by  E.  P. 
&  G.  S.  Walton,  1818.    24°  p.  160. 

Earle,  Jabez.  The  Christian's  Looking- 
Glass.  Walton  c^Goss,i8i7.    18°  p.  70. 

Eastman,  C.  G.  Sermons,  etc.,  by  Rev. 
J.  Hurchard.  Burlington,  1836.  12°  p. 
119. 

— Poems.    Montpelier:  Eastman  &  Dan- 
forth,  printers,  1848.     12°  p.  208. 
i  —Second  Edition  enlarged,  T.  C.  Phin- 
;      ney,  publisher,  1880.  12°  p.  x.\i  and  233, 
with  steel  portrait  and  a  sketch  of  the 
author. 

See  Iii^lvry  of  n  ?v.  ;-i2:';i<.-;s  In  MoJitpellcr.  [Vor  hi 
o^'rai)hy  of  Faslrnan,  see  Barnard  history  in  succeed- 
ing volume.— Ed.] 

Elliot,  Rev.  L.  H.  Sermon  on  the 
death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Silas  McKeen,  Brad- 

•  ford,  1877.    Polands'  print. 

'  Emerson,  Mrs.  Lucy.  New  P^ngland 
Cookerv,  etc.  Montpelier  :  Printed  for 
Josiah  Parks,  1808.    18^  p.  84. 

Mrs.  Emerson  was  a  sister  of  the  late  venerable 
Tlionias  Kt-ed,  an  early  settler  at  ^Ii^ntpeller ;  he  vv;is 
the  lather  of  the  late  Thomas  and  llezekiah  H.  Reed. 

Foster,  Hosea  B.,  of  Berlin,  Vt.  Poems. 
Montpelier,  Vt.  :  Printed  by  Ballou, 
Loveland  &  Co.,  i860.    18°  p.  72. 

Franklin,  Benjamin.  The  Way  to 
Wealth.  Walton  &  Goss,  printers, 
1810.    18°  p.  31. 

— Life  of  Dr.  Franklin.  Saniuel  Goss, 
printer,'Montpelicr,  1809.    12°  p.  202. 

P'renyear,  Rev.  C.  P.  Funeral  Sermon 
on  the  death  of  W^m.  U.  Carr,  in  Ja- 
maica.    Argus  and  Patriot  print,  1870. 

Frothingham,  Rev.  F.  Dedication  Ser- 
mon, Church  of  Messiah,  Montpelier, 
1866.    Ballou,  printer. 

Fuller,  Rev.  Andrew.  Baptism.  Print- 
:      ed  by  Samuel  Goss,  1807.    p.  15. 

Perliaps  the  first  imprint  by  Mr.  Goss  in  Montpelier, 
a-,  he  purchased  the  "Precursor''  in  September.  1S07. 
See  ante,  Bkowx,  Clark. 

>  — Anotheredition,  1814.  Printed  by  Wright 

•  &  Sibley,    p.  16. 

Gali/  Dr.  J.  A.  Address  before  the 
Vermont  Medical  Societ_v  at  Montpelier, 
Oct.  10,  1822.  E.  P.  Walton,  printer. 
8^  p.  26. 

Gestrin,  Prof.  C.  E.  H.  Vacation  Labors, 
1879.    Argus  and  Patriot  print,  p.  51. 


Greene,  Rev.  R.  A.  Funeral  Sermon  on 
the.  death  of  Mrs.  James  Nichols,  of 
Northfield,  March  6,  1876.  Argus  and 
Patriot  print.    8°  p.  12. 

Green  Mountain  Emporium,  and  Litera- 
ry, Moral  and  Religious  Record.  By  J. 
Milton  Stearns.  Vol.  i,  No.  3.  Mont- 
pelier, June,  1839.  Monthly.  Allen  & 
Poland,  printers.    Rl  8^  p.  15. 

Gregory,  Rev.  John.  Review  of  Bishop 
Hopkins,  against  Universalism.  Mont- 
pelier:   Wm.  Clark,  1835.    8°  p.  12. 

— History  of  Northfield.  Argus  and  Pat- 
riot print,  1878.    8°  p.  319. 

— An  Expose  of  Spiritualism.  Polands' 
print,  1872.    8"^  p.  104. 

Gridley,  Rev.  John.  History  of  Mont- 
pelier, in  a  Discourse  in  the  lirick 
Church,  Montpelier,  Thanksgiving  Day, 
Dec.  8,  1842.  E.  P.  W^alton  &  Sons, 
printers.  8''-'  p.  48. 
A  valuable  work,  and  very  scarce. 

— ThcYoung  Man  P>eguiled  of  his  Strength. 
A  Sermon  at  Montpelier,  March  29, 
1846.  Eastman  &  Danforth,  printers. 
12°  p.  21. 

Mr.  G  ridley  was  pastor  of  the  "IJrick  Chnrcl:"  at 
Mor.tpelivr.  IWl-K!,  wlien  he  moved  to  Kenosha,  "W  is., 
where  he  died  Dec.  27,  IhVO,  afjed  80  years. 

Haddock,  Prof.  C.  B.  An  Address  be- 
fore the  Railroad  Convention  at  Mont- 
pelier, January  8,  1844.  E.  P.  Walton 
&  Sons,  printers.   '8°  p.  24. 

Hall,  S.  R.  The  Child's  Assistant  to 
Geography.  Third  edition,  1831.  Mont- 
pelier: Published  by  J.  S.  Walton. 
12°  p.  75. 

First  edition  was  published  in  1827,  with  same  im- 
print. ]Many  editions  were  afterwards  pubHshed.  An 
enlar^t  d  edition,  revi;  id  by  Rev.  P.  JI.  White,  was 
publislied  at  Montpeii*  •  in  lS64.by  C.W  ^Villard.  and 
a  third  edition  in  1871,  of  VSH  pages,  12  mo.,  Frecujan 
pri'it.  Another  edition  in  lS7b,  same  imprint,  and  the 
work  is  still  in  use  in  our  public  schools. 

Harrison,  Wm.  H.  Biographical  Sketch 
of.  Watchman  OiTice,  Alontpelier,  1836. 
12°  p.  30. 

fL-\RVARD  College.  Fourth  Report  of 
Class  of  1861,  J.  Edward  WVight,  Class 
Secretary.  Freeman  print,  1878.  8° 
p.  30. 

Hervey,  James.  Meditations,  etc.  Sam- 
uel Goss,  printer,  1810.    12°  p.  144. 

Hincks,  Rev.  J.  H.  "  The  Mission  of  a 
Child's  Life.''  A  sermon  preached  in 
Bethany  Church.  Montpelier,  March  20, 
1 88 1.  Printed  for  private  distribution. 
Joseph  Poland,  printer.    8°  p.  28. 

Preached  on  occasion  of  the  deaths  of  Mary,  a^-^ed  7 
years,  liau.trliter  of  Jas.  W.  Brock,  Esq.,  and  Clara,  a;=Ted 
13  years,  daughter  of  J.  Monroe  Poland,  Esq. 

Holmes,  James  H.  A  Manual  on  Win- 
dow Gardening.  Montpelier,  1877. 
12°  p.  184. 
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HOOKKR,  Rev.  E.  W.  Address  on  Sacred 
Music,  at  Castleton,  1845.  E.  P.  Wal- 
ton &  Sons,  printers.    8-  p.  16. 

Hopkins,  Rev.  Samuel.  The  Evils  of 
Gambling.  A  Sermon  at  .Montpelier, 
Apj ii  ly,  E,  r.  Vv'diioii  &  Son, 

printers.    8^  p.  22. 

HcrsE,  Re.-.  A.  H.  Conversation.  A 
Sermon  at  Island  Pond,  Feb.  14,  1858. 
Printed  by  Ballon,  Loveland  &  Co.  8<= 
p.  16. 

Hutchinson,  Titus.  Jurisdiction  of 
Courts.   P^eeman  print,  1855.    8°  p.  15. 

Johnson,  John.  A  Mathematical  Ques- 
tion, propounded  by  the  \'icegerent  of 
the  World.  Answered  by  the  King  of 
Glory.  Montpelier:  Published  by  John 
Crosby,  18 13.    18°  p.  143. 

Johnson,  Oliver.  Address  before  the 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Society,  at  Mid- 
diebur}  ,  P^eb.  iS,  183^;.  Knapp  &:  Jew- 
ett,  printers.    8^  p.  32. 

Jones,  Chakles  E.  Life  and  Confessions 
of.  Printed  by  Ballou,  Loveland  &  Co., 
]S6o.    12^  p.  1 68. 

Jones,  Henry.  The  seven  Churches  in 
Asia,  the  Millenial  thousand  years,  etc. 
Knapp  &  Jewett,  printers,  1834.  12° 
p.  70. 

Kelton,  C.  G.  The  New  England  Col- 
lection of  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs. 
Published  by  Geo.  W.  Hill,  1829.  24° 
p.  168. 

Lame.  Earned.  The  Militia's  Guide,  etc. 
Printed  by  Samuel  Goss,  1807.  18° 
p.  loS. 

Linsley,  D.  C.  Report  of  his  survey  of 
a  road  from  the  foot  to  the  summit  of 
Mount  Manslield,  Oct.,  1865.  Mont- 
pelier.   8^  p.  7. 

Lord,  Rev.  Wm.  H.  A  Sermon  on  occa- 
sion of  the  death  of  Hon.  John  McLean. 
Preached  in  Cabot,  Vt.,  Feb.  7,  i8'55. 

— Remembrance  of  the  Righteous.  A 
Sermon  on  occasion  of  the  death  of  Gen. 
Ezekiel  P.  Walton.  Preached  at  Mont- 
pelier, Nov.  29,  1855. 

— The  Present  and  the  Future.  A  Sermon 
on  occasion  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lucre- 
tia  Prentiss,  wife  of  Hon.  Sanuiel  Pren- 
tiss. Preached  at  Montpelier,  June  17, 
1855. 

— A  Tract  for  the  Times.  National  Hos- 
pitality.   1855.    p.  48. 

— Life,  Death,  Immortality.  A  Sermon 
on  the  death  of  Samuel  Prentiss,  LL.  D. 
Preached  m  the  Congregational  Church, 
•  in  Montpelier,  January  18,  1857. 

— A  City  which  hath  Foundations.  A  Ser- 
mon preached  on  occasion  of  the  Fiftieth 


Anniversary  of  the  Organization  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  in  Mont- 
pelier, July  25,  1858. 

—A  Sermon  on  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Hon.  Ferrand  F.  Merrill.  Preached  in 
the  Congregational  Church,  Montpelier, 
May  8,  1859. 

— A  Sermon  on  the  Causes  and  Remedy 
of  the  National  Troubles.  Preached  at 
Montpelier,  April  4,  1861. 

— A  Sermon  on  occasion  of  the  death  of 
Rev.  James  Hobart.  Preached  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  Berlin,  Vt., 
July  18,  1862. 

— In  Memoriam.  Address  at  the  funeral 
of  Mrs.  James  T.  Thurston,  Montpelier, 
April  3,  1865. 

— The  Uses  of  the  Material  Temple.  .  A 
Sermon  preached  at  the  Dedication  of 
Bcthanv  Church,  Montpjelier,  Oct.  15, 
1868. 

— Address  and  Services  at  the  funeral  of 

Dea.  Constant  W.  Storrs,  Montpelier, 

March  26,  1872. 
— Woman's  Mission  for  Christ.    A  Ser- 

nion  preaclied  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs. 

James  R.  Langdon,  at  Montpelier,  Aug. 

3,  1873- 

All  of  tlie  above  were  printed  at  the  oflice  of  the 
Vennoiit  'Watchma)!  and  Stnte  Journal. 

-^Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Hon.  Samuel 
'  Prentiss,  published  in  the  United  States 
Law  Magazine. 

— Also,  two  or  more  articles  in  tlie  Prince- 
ton Review. 

Lyman,  Elijah.  Sermon  before  the  Leg- 
islature at  Montpelier,  Oct.  13,  18 14,  by 
Elijah  Lyman,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  tlie  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Brookfield.  i\lont- 
pelier:    Walton  &  Goss. 

Mansfield,  Mrs.  Lucy  (Langdon.)  Me- 
morial 01  Charles  Finny  Mansfield,  com- 
prising extracts  from  his  diaries,  letters, 
and  other  papers.  New  York:  Baker 
&  Godwin,  printers.  1866.  8'^  p. 
26s  (2.) 

Mrs.  jMansfield,  dHUgliter  of  James  R.  Langdon.  of 
Montpelier,  was  horn  in  Berlin  In  lS4l,and  married 
the  subject  of  this  memorial  in  1861.    He  died  in 
Mrs.  Mansfield  has  since  married  again,  and  resides  in 
New  Y'ork. 

Marsh,  Rev.  Samuel.  Message  from 
God,  etc.    Montpelier,  1844.        P-  16. 

— The  Age  of  Prophecy.  Press  of  East- 
mAn  &  Danforth,  1848.    16^  p.  16. 

— National  Prosperity.  Montpelier,  1849. 
J  6°  p.  16. 

— The  Modern  Colporteur  Revival  System. 

Press  of  Eastman  &  Danforth,'  1849. 

16^^  p.  142. 
— Hard  Questions  Answered.  Eastman 

&  Danforth,  1S49.    P-  7-- 
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• — Uni\ersalism.  Press  of  Eii  Baliou,  1850. 
16°  p.  28. 

— Reply  to  Bailou.  Monti:)elier,  1850. 
16°  p.  32. 

— Uncle    Nathan.     Bailou  &  Loveland, 

1854.    16^  p.  218. 
iMarshall,  E.  F.    New  Spelling  Book. 
Published  by  E.  P.  Walton  &  Son,  1S38. 

12°  p.  144. 

Mason,  John*.  Treatise  on  Self  Knowl- 
edge. Wright  &  Sibley,  printers,  1813. 
24°  p.  194. 

- — The  same.  Published  by  K.  P.  Walton, 
1819.    18^  p.  177. 

McKeen,  Rev.  Silas.  Civil  Goverment  a 
a  Divine  Institution.  A  Sermon  before 
the  Legislature,  Oct.  9,  1857.  E.  P. 
Walton,  printer.    8°  p.  34. 

—A  History  of  Bradford,    J.  D.  Chirk 
Son,  publishers,  1S75.    S°  p.  462. 

Miller,  Col.  Jonathan  P.  The  Condi- 
tion of  Greece  in  1827-28,  New  York: 
J.  fi:  J.  Harper,  1S28.    8°  p.  300. 

— Letters  from  (jrcece.    [By  Col.  Miller 

and  others.]    Boston,  1825.    8°  p.  20. 

rSee  D.  P.  TnoMi'SOx's  History  of  Moiitpeliev  for 
a  sketcli  of  Col.  Miller,  also  vol.  II  of  this  Gazetteer- 
History  of  Randolph.] 

The  Minister  preaching  his  own  Funeral  ! 
Sermon.    Wright  &  Sibley,  1S12.  24° 
p.  96. 

MisCELLANEors.    Memoirs  of  that  truiy 
eccentric  character,  the  late   Timothy  { 
Dexter,  together  with  his  last  will  and 
testament.    Montpelier,  1808.  Sabin's 
Bibliography. 

— Records   of  the   Montpelier  Lyceum, 
1829-1836.    Manuscript,  p.  353. 
[Belongs  to  he  Vt.  Hist.  Society.] 

—Catalogue  of  books  of  the  Montpelier 

Agricultural  Society,  n.  p.  n.  d. 
— Winooski  Impetus.    Metropolis  of  Ver- 
mont, April  15,  1835  to  iVLarch  1836. 

4°  Monthly,  by  a  society  of  young  men. 
— Services  at  the  Dedication  of  Green 

Mount  Cemetery,  Sept.  15,  1855.  E. 

P.  Walton,  Jr.,  printer,    8°  p.  40. 
—A  Child's   Book.    Illustrated.    E.  P. 

Walton,  printer.    32°  p.  8.  n..  d. 
— Reports  of  Town  Officers  in  printed 

form,  annually,  since  1843. 
— Act  of  Incorporation.  By-Laws  etc.,  of 

the  Village  of  Montpelier,  1848.    8°  p. 

12.    Editions  of  the  same,  1855,  1864 

and  1875. 

— VilLige  Reports,  annually. 

— Catalogue  of  the  Sabbath  School  Libmry 
of  tlie  First  Cong'l  Church,  i86i.  Wal- 
ton's print.    12°  p.  18. 


— In  Memoriam  of  Rt.  Rev.  John  Henry 
Hopkins,  in  Christ  Church,  Montpelier, 
1868.  Argus  and  Patriot  print.  8°  p. 
16. 

— Illustrated    Capital    Advertiser,  1S72. 

Argus  and  Patriot  print.    8^  p.  8. 
— Reports  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
Supply  for  the  Village  of  Montpelier, 
1873.    Poland's  print."  8°  p.  20. 
— Illustrated  Circular  of  Lane  Manufactur-^ 
ing  Company,  Montpelier,  1875.  Argus 
and  Patriot  print.    12°  p.  152. 
— Exhibition  of  the  New  Organ  in  Trinity 

Church,  Nov.  5,  1875. 
— Webb's  Montpelier  Directory,  1875-6-7. 
8-  p.  50. 

— Pocket  Directory  of  the  Village  of  Mont- 
pelier for  1877.    Poland's  Press.  18° 
.    P-  9^- 

— Montpelier   Illustrated ;    with   a  brief 
sketch  by  E.  P.  Walton.    In  N.  Y. 
Daily  Graphic,  Nov.  8,  1877. 
— Montpelier   Monufacturiiig  Com.pany's 

20th  annual  catalogue,  1877.    8°  p.  32. 
— Montpclierian,  vol.  5,  No.  i,  Jan.  26. 
1877.    4°  p.  8   and    (4.)  Continued 
monthly  by  the  Literary  Societies  of 
Methodist  Seminary, 
i  Moore,  Z.  S.    Sermon  Oct.  6,  1813,  at 
the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Jacob  Allen  at 
Tunbridgc.    Walton  &  Goss,  printers. 
I  Morton,  Rev.  D.  O.    Wine  is  a  Mocker: 
!     Sermon  at  Montpelier  Oct.  16,  1828,  at 
the  formation  of  the  Vermont  Temper- 
ance Society.    Printed  by  E.  P.  Walton. 
8°  p  16. 

Murray,  Lindley.  The  English  Reader, 
1823.  E.  P.  Walton  printer.  12°  p. 
262. 

New  f^NGLAND  Economical  House-Keeper, 
and  famiL  Receipt  Book.  E.  P.  Wal- 
ton &  Sons,  1845. 
Nutting,  Rufus.  Grammar.  Third  edi- 
tion. E.  P.  Walton,  printer,  1826.  12" 
p.  136. 

— Fourth  and  fifth  edition,  same  imprint, 
p.  144. 

— Nutting's  New  Grammar.    E.  P.  Wal- 
ton «S:  Sons,  1840.    p.  184. 
Palmer,  E.F.    The  Second  Brigade  ;  or. 
Camp  Life.    E.  P.  Walton,  printer,  1864. 
Palmer,  Rev.  J.  E.    A  Collection  of 
Essays,  etc.     E.  P.  Walton  &  Son, 
1836.    12°  p.  306. 
Parker,  ^lev.  Daniel.  A  Sermon,  Church 
Privileges,  etc.,  at  l.h-ookfield,  March  9, 
1847.    E.  P.  Walton  &  Sons.    p.  19. 
Peach  AM.    Addresses  at  the  opening  o-f 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Peacham, 
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Sept.  28,  187 1.  Polands'  print.  8° 
p.  66. 

— Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Juvenile  ! 

Society  at  Peachani.     Polands*  print, 

1881.  '  8°  p.  24. 
i'KAKE,  Rei'.ecca.    Trial  of,  for  murder,  I 

ai  Orange   County  Court.  Dec.  1S35. 

E.  P.  Walton  »S:  Son,  printers.     12°  p. 

88. 

Peck,  Lucius  B.    Speech  in  Congress,  on 

Slavery  in  tJie   Territories,  April  23, 

1850.    p.  8. 
— Proceedings  of  the  Washington  County 

Bar  on  the  death  of  Hon.  Lucius  B. 

Peck,  at  March  Term.  1S67.  Freeman 

print.    8°  p.  20. 
Perrin,  Rev.  Truman.  Dietetics — Sound 

Llealth,  etc.    Freeman  print,  1861.  8°, 

p.  19.  See  History  of  Berlin,  ante,  p  63. 
Perrin,  Rev.  William.    The  Accident; 

or  Henry  and  Julia;  and  other  poems. 

Walton  c\:  Goss,  printers,  1815.    i-°  P- 

64.    See  Hist,  of  Berlin,  p.  62. 
Peter  the  Great.    Life  and  Reign  of. 
•  Wright  &  Sibley,  printers,  1811.  12° 

p.  316. 

PiiiNNEY,  T.  C.  The  Literary  News. 
Monthly,  May,  1878.  8°  p.  8.  For  Sept. 
1S81.    p.  32.  Continued. 

Postage  Stamp  Reporter.  C.  F.  Bus- 
well,  editoi.  Monthly,  vol.  I,  No.  i. 
Montpelier,  January,  1S77.    8°  p.  8. 

Powars,  Grant.  Oration  at  Thetford, 
July  4,  1812.  Wright  &  Sibley,  print- 
ers.   8°  p.  16. 

Prentiss,  Hon.  Samuel.  Oration  at 
Plaintield,  July4,  1812.  Walton  cS:  Goss, 
printers.    8°  p.  39. 

— Remarks  in  the  U.  S.  Senate  on  Slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  iVLarch  i, 
1836.    Washington:    p.  14. 

— Speech  in  the  Senate,  January  16,  1838, 
on  the  Vermont  Resolutions  on  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas,  and  the  slave  trade. 
Washington  :    8^  p.  10. 

— Speeches  in  the  Senate,  March  2d  and 
30th  and  April  6th,  1S3S,  on  Dueling. 
Washington  :    8^  p.  19. 

— Speech  in  the  Senate.  June  23,  1840,  on 
the  Bankrupt  Bill,   ^\'ashington  :  p.  20. 

—Proceedings  in  the  District  Court,  Oct. 
Session,  1857,  on  the  Death  of  Judge 
Prentiss.    Vv'indsor :    8*^  p.  16. 

Proceedings  and  Address  of  a  Jackson 
Convention  at  Monipelier,  June  27,  1S28. 
Geo.  W.  Hill,  printer.    8°  p.  24. 

Proceedings  of  the  Montpelier,  [Vt.,  Con- 
gregational'l  Association  in  Sept.,  in 
reply  to  annexed  Statements  of  Henry 
Jones,  against  Freemasonry.  Danville, 


1830.  12°  p.  22.  See  Jones,  LIenrv, 
ante. 

!  Pkogresstve  Reader.    Printed  by  Ceo. 
W.  Hill,  1833.    18°  p.  216. 
Rand,  Festus  G.    Autobiography  of;  A 
I     Tale  of  Intemperance.    J.  iS:  |.  M.  Po- 
land.   8°  p.  16. 
Randall,  Rev.  E.  H.    Address  on  the 
death  of  President  Lincoln,  at  Randolph, 
April  19,   1865.    Walton's  print.  8° 
p.  12. 

Rawson,  Rev,  Nathaniel.  Discourse  at 
Hardwick,  on  the  Sabbath,  succeeding 
his  Ordhiation,  Feb.  17,  iSii.  Printed 
by  Walton  &  Goss.  [See  biography  of, 
in  Orleans  Co.  papers  and  items,  vol.  11, 
this  Gazetteer.] 
Redfield,  Hon.  Lsaac  F.  Charge  to  the 
Grand  Jury  in  Washington  County,  No- 
vember Term,  1842.  ljurlington :  8° 
p.  16. 

See  Gilniaii's  I.^ibliograpliy  for  a  biosr.  sketch  of 
Judge  RedtieJd,  and  a  list  of  his  law  publicatious,  etc. 

Rediteld,  T.  p.  Report  on  the  claim  of 
the  Iroquois  Indians  upon  the  State  of 
Verniont.  1854.  8^  p.  40. 
Reed,  George  B.  Sketch  of  the  Early 
History  of  Banking  in  Vermont,  Read 
before  the  Vt.  Hist.  Soc.  at  Montpelier, 
Oct.  14,  1862.  8°  p.  28. 
— Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Hon.  John  Reed, 
of  Boston.    Boston,  1879.    8°  p.  22. 

Mr.  Reed  is  a  native  of  Montpelier;  bora  July  2S, 
lS".'y;  son  of  the  lale  Tlioiiias  Reed,  Esq.,  an  <  arly  and 
prominent  citizen  of  the  town.  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Reed  has 
l>een  for  many  years  a  law  bookseller  and  pitbli'^luT  in 
IJoston.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  history  of  Vermont, 
and  has  been  a  liberal  donor  to  the  Vt.  Hist.  Soc. 

Religious  Courtship.  [By  Daniel  De 
Foe.]  Printed  by  Derrick  Sibley,  for 
Josiah  Parks,  1810.  I2°  p,  348. 
Rollins,  E.  E.  iVlemorial  Record  of 
Greensboro  vSoldiers,  1861-5.  Free- 
man print,  1868.  12°  p.  77.  [See 
Greensboro  in  vol.  11,  this  Gazetteer.] 
Sanders,  D.  C.  A  History  of  the  Indian 
Wars.  Wright  &  Sibley,  printers.  12° 
p.  319.  1S12. 

a  very  scarce  work.  Mr.  Sanders  was  the  tirst  Pres- 
ident of  the  University  of  Vermont.  [See  biOL'raphy 
of,  in  History  of  Burlington  in  vol.  I,  tliis  Gazetteer.] 

Savage,  R.  A.    Memorial  Record  of  the 
Soldiers  of  Stowe,   1S61--5.  Freeman 
Print,  1867.    12^^  p.  104.    [See  Stowe 
in  vol.  II,  this  Gazetteer.] 
Scott,  Walter.    The  Lady  of  the  Lake. 
A  Poem.    Wright  &  Sibley,  printers, 
1813.    iS°  p.  320. 
Scott,  WTlliam.    Lessons  in  Elocution, 
etc.  •  Published  by  E.  P.  v'c  G.  S.  Wal- 
ton, 1818.    18'^  p.  383. 
— Another  edition,  by  E.  P.  Walton,  iSzo. 
p.  407. 


Selfxt  Sentkn'Ces.     Printed  fo 
Crosby,  1813.    18'' p.  36. 

Shkt.tox,  Rev.  F.  W.  Address  at  the 
funeral  ot\Mrs.  Upham,  in  Christ  Church, 
May  II,  1S56.    E.  P.  Walton,  printer. 


MONTPELIER. 
John  I 
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Jlr.  Slifltoi)  wa^  T'<  ctor  ofClirist  Cluircl),  Montpel-  1 
ior,  ]So4-*ifj;  li<!         a  pleusant  writer,  and  publi^l'.ed  , 
scvi-ral  voliiiiu's.  te-Me^  iicuktoi:.-;  articles  In  the 
Knickerbocker  Maguzinc.    Mr.  Shelton  cJii'd  at  Car- 
tluiyo  L:m(llng,  oii-tlie-Hudiou,  June  "20,  ISsl, 

Shepard,  Sylvaxus.  The  Phcenix  Chron- 
icle. The  Bonfire,  in  which  450  books 
were  burned.  A  View  of  Montpclier 
and  all  the  country  villages  in  the  vState. 
Printed  for  the  author,  r825.    8°  p.  18. 

Mr.  Shcpard  Wii5  ;in  early  settler  of  East  Montpcl- 
ier. 

Short  Expose  of  the  management  of  the 
finances  of  Vermont.  Patriot  o'nce, 
1844.    P-  8. 

SK.1XXER,  Rev.  Warrex.  Capital  Pun- 
ishnient.  A  Lecture  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  and  others,  Oct.  26, 
1834.    Geo.  W.  Hill,  printer.    S'^p.  19 


fcrence  Churches  of  StratTord  County. 
Dover,  N.  H.  8^  p.  20. 
Normal  School  Training.  Address  at 
Gorham,  Maine,  Dec.  26,  1878.  Port- 
land, Me.  8°  p.  12. 
Address  before  the  New  Hampshire 
Sundav-School  Convention  at  Haverhill, 
N.  H.,  Nov.  6,  1879.  i>nstol,  x\.  PL 
8°  p.  8. 

Rev.  Or.  Spaldiiifi- is  a  luiTivo  of  Moiitpclior,  son  of 
tlie  late  James  Si)aidin^r,  M.  D.   lie  is  pastor  of  tlie 
j  First  Con^rre-ijatioiial  riiurcli,  Dover.  N.  II.,  where  he 
i  was  settled  in  ISti!'.    See  Granite  Moiitlily,  vol.  X  p. 
J97-9,  for  a  biographical  sketch. 

Spaldixg,  James  R.  An  Address  on  Fe- 
male Education  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Aug. 
22,  1855.  New  York.  8°  p.  28. 
— An  Oration  at  the  Semi-Centennial  An- 
niversary of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
August,'i854.    8°  p.  33.' 

Mr.  Spalding,  an  elilei-  hrothf-r  of  tlio  ahDve,  died  at 
the  residence  t>f  his  brother  in  Dover.  Oct.  10.  187-J. 
lie  v.-a<;  born  in  Montpclier,  Nov.  iri,  ls->!.    Mr.  Spald- 
1  ing  was  a  i.'-ejjtletnon  of  f.ne  cnltnre  and  atlainnients. 
i  Fur  ni>»ny  years  he  was  an  associate  editor  of  the  Xew 
I  Vcrk  Courier  and  Jnquirer,  and  he  was  niaiulv  the 
fonndor  of  tiie  Xew  York  ]Vorld  newspaper  inlS59;an 


'J^K*.  r^l.ri'cflor,  \r;,,;-(.  ^  a  Q.^,-,-,-,..,-  K..  i  ^iPPropriate  trilHUe  to  the  worth  of  .Mr.  Snaldintc,  by 
1  nc  eiinstian  AiUiL>,ll)  .     A  beimon  De-  j  Richard  Grant  White,  was  printed  in  the  daily  ^^orld 

fore    the   Univcrsalist   Convention   at  1  I'A 
Montpelier,  Jan.  17,  1833,  at  the  Ordi-  |  Stedbixs,  R.  1 


nation  of  Rev.  J.  AL  Austin.    Geo.  \V.  i 
Hill.    8-^  p.  25. 
Smith,  Ruth  B.,  (of  Newbury.)  The 
Pension  Case  of  the  late  Capt.  James  T. 
Smith.    Polands"  print.  1879.  8'  p.  32. 
SouTHMAYD,  JoKATH.-vx  C.    Address  be- 
fore the  Philological  Society  of  Middle- 
bury  College,  August  15,  1826.    E.  P. 
Walton,  printer. 
— Discourse    at   Montpelier,  March  16, 
1828,  on  the  use  ot'distilled  spirits.  E. 
P.  Walton,  printer.    8°  p.  16. 
Sfaldixg,  Rev.  Geo.  B.,  D.  D.    God  in 
the  War.     A  Sermon  at  Vergennes, 
Nov.  26,  1863.  Burlington:    8"^  p.  21. 
— A  Discourse  commemorative  of  Gen. 
Samuel  P.  Strong,  at  Vcrgennes,  Feb. 
28,  1864.    Burlington:    8~^  p.  22. 
— A  Discourse  at  Dover,  N.  PL,  May  iS, 
1873,      the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  that  town.    Dov  er, 
N.  H.    8°  p.  29. 
—A  Discourse  Commemorative  oi  Hon. 
John  P.  Hale,  at  Dover,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
27,  1873.    Concord,  N.  H.    8°  p.  19. 
— Relation  of  the  Church  to  Children.  A 
Discourse  at  Haverhill,  N.  PL,  Nov.  6, 
1873.    Bristol,  N.  H.    8°  p.  12. 
— The  Dover  Pulpit  during  the  Revolu- 
tion.   A  Discourse  Commemorative  of 
Rev.  Jeremy  Belknap,  D.  D.,  July  9, 
1876.    Dover,  N.  H.    8^  p.  31. 
— Semi-Centennial  Discourse  at  Laconia, 
N.  H..,  June  18,  1S7S,  before  the  Con- 


Sermon  at  the  Ordina- 
tion of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Allen,  as  min- 
ister of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  at 
Montpelier,  March  i,  1865.  Baliou, 
Lovcland  Co.  12°  p.  27. 
Steele,  Zadock.  His  Indian  Captivity, 
and  an  account  of  the  burning  of  Ro'y- 
alton.  E.  P.  Walton,  printer,  18 18. 
12^  p.  144. 

Stoxe,  j.  p.  a  History  of  Greensboro, 
and  the  Congregational  Church,  1S54. 
E.  P.  Walton.    8°  p.  40. 

Svvett,  JosiAH.  Sermon  at  the  funeral 
of  Mr.  Sarah  E.  Weston,  at  West  Ran- 
dolph, Nov.  23,  1851.  E.  P.  Walton  & 
Son.    8^  p.  24.  - 

Teachem,  Mrs.  The  Infant  School  Primer. 
E.  P.  Walton,  printer,  [1832.]  12'^  p. 
24. 

Thomas,  Rev.  A.  C.  Analysis  and  Con- 
futation of  Miller's  Theory  of  the  End 
of  the  World  in  1843.  Eli  Baliou, 
printer,  1843.    8°  p".  30. 

Thompsox,  Daxiel  G.  A  First  Latin 
Book,  introductory  to  Ceaser's  Commen- 
taries on  the   Gallic   War.  Chicago, 


1872. 


12 


Mr.  Thompson  Is  a  native  of  Montpelier.  son  of  the 
late  Hon.  Daniel  P.  Thompson,  and  resides  in  Xew 
Y'ork;  he  piiblislied  articles  on  •"Intnition  .ind  Infer- 
ence."' in  the  Hind,  'A  Quarterly  Review  of  f.ojrhohjgy 
and  Philosophy,  London,  July  and  October  muubers, 

Thompsox,  D.\xiel  Pierce.  [A  partial 
list  of  the  works  by  Judge  Thompson 
may  be  found  in  this  History  under  i3ER- 
Lix,  p.  69-72,  vol.  4,  togeth.er  with  a 
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biographical  sketch.  The  works  omit- 
ted in  the  Berlin  article  are  given  here.] 

— The  Adventures  of  Timothy  Peacock, 
Esquire,  or  Freemasonry  Ilkistrated. 
Middiebury,  1835.  12^  p.  218.  Pub- 
lished anonymouslv. 

— Revised  Statutes  of  Vermont,  i  vol. 
1835- 

— Address  before  the  Vt.  Hist.  Society, 
1850.    Burlington.    8°  p.  22. 

— History  of  the  Town  of  Montpelier  to 
i860,  with  Biographical  Sketches.  E. 
P.  Walton  printer.    8"^  p.  312. 

yir.  TIioii;p.son's  novels  continue  in  demand,  an  edi- 
tion by  Nichols  &  Ilall,  Boston.  IST'3.  in  tour  voliniies, 
contains:  vol.  1,  Mav  Martin,"  "  tiuardian  ami 
Gliost,"  "Shaker  I.ovors,"  "Etlian  Allen  and  the  Lost 
Ciiildren,"  "  The  Voini_^  Sea  Captain,"  GUI  Soldier's 
Story,"  "  New  Way  to  Collect  a  Had  Dt-bt,"  and  "  An 
Indian's  Pie venj^e,"  p.  oMO.  Vol.  2,  "Locke  Anisden,  or 
the  School-master,"  p.  2:51.  "The  Ka\i,;.'eri;,"  2  v.  in 
one.  p.  17i,  15d.   "Green  Mountain  Boys,"  vol.4,  p  36-i. 

— Another  edition  of  the  above  four  vol- 
umes by  the  same  publishers,  i8Si. 

Thompson,  George.  Address  to  the 
Legislature  and  Citizens  of  Vermont,  at 
Montpelier,  Oct.  22,  1SG4.  Freeman 
print.    8^  p.  18. 

Thompson,  Zadoc.  Gazetteer  of  V^ermont. 
E.  P.  Walton  printer.  1824.  12°  p. 
312. 

Thompson,  S.  New  Guide  to  Health,  or 
Botanic  P^aniily  Phj-sician.  Montpelier, 
Printed  for  the  publisher,  185 1.  12'^  p. 
122. 

Thoughts  on  Divine  Goodness.  Print- 
ed by  Geo.  W.  Hill.    1828,  12°  p.  148. 

Thresher,  Leonard.    The  Family  Phy- 

•  sician,  etc.  Argus  and  Patriot  print. 
1871,  8°  p.  406. 

Truair,  Rev.  John.  Sermon  at  Mont- 
pelier.   Mach7,  1813.    Walton  &Goss. 

— The  Alarm  Trumpet.  Sermon  at  Berk- 
shire, Sept.  9,  1813,  on  the  war.  Wal- 
ton &  Goss.    8^  p.  27. 

Universalism.  Form  for  Constitution 
and  by-laws  for  the  use  of  Universalist 
Churches,  etc.  Ballou  &  Burnham's 
press.    1851,  12°  p.  16. 

— Discussion  on  Endless  Punishment,  by 
Rev.  Luther  Lee,  and  Rev.  Eli  Ballou. 
Ballou  o:  Loveland  printers.    1857,  12^ 
p.  84. 

Upham,  Hon.  W^ILLAM.  Speech  in  the  U. 
S.  Senate,  March  i,  1847,  on  the  three 
million  Bill.   Washington.    8^  p.  8. 

— Speech  in  the  U.  S.  Senate  on  the  Mex- 
ican War,  Feb,  15.  1848.    p.  19. 

— Speech  in  the  Senate,  July  26,  1848,  on 
the  Compromise  Bill.    p.  7. 

— Report  on  the  Revolutionary  Claims, 
¥tb.  9,  1849. 


— Speech  in  Senate,  July  i  and  2,  1850, 
on  the  Compromise  I>ill.    p.  16. 

— Obituary  Addresses  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Upham,  delivered  in  the  Senate  and 
House,  January  15,  1853.    8^  p.  8. 

[Vide  biographical  sketch  post.] 

Upitam,  William  K.  Argument  for  De- 
fendant in  case  Nathan  tlarris  vs.  Col- 
umbia na  Co .  I  ns  ura  nee  Co  m  pany ,(  O  h  i  o) , 
1S53.    p.  II. 

Mr.  Upl'.am  was  a  native  of  ^lontpelier,  son  of  Sen- 
ator Upiiani,  died  at  Canton.  Ohio.  Mjir.  22, 18G5. 

Vv^viT,  Augustine.  Speech  before  the 
Brotherhood  of  St.  Patrick,  Dublin,  Ire- 
land, Nov.  24,  1862.  E.  P.  Walton, 
printer,    p.  20. 

Walton,  Hon.  Eltakim  P.  Speech  on 
the  Admission  of  Kansas,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives, Mar. 31, 1858.  Wash- 
ington :    8°  p.  1 5. 

• — Speech  on  Free  Trade  and  Protective 
Tariff,  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Feb.  7,  1859.    8°  p.  14.  Washington. 

—  Speech  in  the  House  on  the  State  of  the 
Union,  Feb.  i6,  1861.    8°  p.  8. 

— Speech  in  the  House  on  the  Confiscation 
of  Rebel  Property.  Delivered  May  24, 
1862.    8°  p.  15. 

Mr.  "Walton  edited  and  compiled  a  history  of  the 
Vermont  Capitol,  a  book  of  300  pa<i-es,  printed  in  1S:>7. 
lie  delivered  an  address  on  the  tirst  Lefrislatnrc  of 
Vermont,  before  the  Historical  Society  in  L^78;  also 
an  address.  "History  of  Early  Printing  "in  Vermont," 
b.^fme  the  Vt.  Publishers'  A-ssocialion,  at  Bennin;;- 
ton,  Aii2:ii5t,  1877,  which  is  prinrtd  in  the  "  Centennial 
I'TucoeriiMt's  at  P>enntngton."  But  the  crowning  work 
of  Mr.  "NValton  is  tlie  edillnjr  and  publishing  of  the 
eiglit  volumes  of  the  Govern<jr  and  Council,  so  called. 
This  is  a  work  invaluai>le  to  every  student  of  Ver- 
mont history,  and  Its  appreciaiion  will  increase  as 
time  passes.  [A  mr,^t  satisfactory  work— that  Ver- 
mont Governor  and  Council —Ed".]  Another  work 
of  great  c<invenience  to  all  Vernionters,  as  well  as 
others,  is,  "Walton's  Vkkmo.nt  Regi<tkr  and  Al- 
manac. This  work,  with  which  evervhody  in  Ver- 
mont oii^rht  to  by  1  r.niliar,  was  published  at  Mont- 
pelier by  the  Walto  Family,  1ji1S-1SG7,  and  since  then 
at  Clarr-Tuont,  N.  H,,  iinder  tne  same  old  ianjiliar  title. 
There  isau  excellent  sketch  of  Mr.  Walion  In  my  bib- 
llnj;rap!iy  of  Vt.,  which  I  will  not  mutilate  by  givius? 
even  an  al)stract  in  this  place.  Sci2post.  I  do  not  speak 
of  Mr.  Walton's  "History  of  M  onipelier,"  prepared  for 
Mi^'-j  Hemenv.'ay's  Giizetleer,  as  I  have  not  seen  it.  It 
Is  proper  to  say  a  woi  d  in  t!iis  place  to  prevent  confu- 
sion,as  to  the  same  Initials  of  tlie  two  Mr.E.P.Waltons, 
whose  names  occur  so  frequently  in  the  iuiprints  of 
tlris  list.  Tlie  father,  Ezekiel  Parker  Walton,  con- 
tinued in  the  i)rintin;r  business  at  Montpelier,  1807- 
1853;  the  eldest  son.  Eliakim  Persons  Walton,  became 
a  partner  with  his  father  in  183;3,  under  the  firm  name 
of  E.  P.  Walton  A  Son.  Later,  one  or  two  younger 
sons  of  the  elder  Walton  became  members  of  thclirm, 
which  then  became  E.  P.  Walton  &  Sous.  Eliakim 
■wrote  his  name  E.  P.  "W^alton,  Jr.,  until  the  death  of 
his  father  in  IS-iS, 

Waring,  Geo.  E.  Jr.  Elements  of  Agri- 
culture. S.  M.  Walton,  1855.  I2°p.288. 

Washington,  Gf:orge.  Valedictory  Ad- 
dress. Walton  &  Goss,  printers,  18 12. 
p.  45. 

Watrous,  Miss  Sophia.  The  Gift.  Poems. 

E.  P.  Walton  &  Sons,  1841.  1 2°  p.  172. 
Watts,  Isaac.    Twelve  Sermons,  Moral 

and  Divine.    Wright  &  Sibley,  1811. 

12°  p.  359. 
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— Psalms  of  David,  Hvmns  and  Spiritual-;     Samuel  Fiencli,  Esq.    Walton  &  Goss. 
Songs.     Walton  &'Goss,  1S14.     18°  |     8°  p.  34. 

p.  296,  259.  !— Sermon  at  i\[ont])eiier,  Oct.  15,  [809. 

— Logic,  or  the  Right  use  of  Reason.    E.  i     Peacham,  V't.    Samuel  Goss,  printer. 
P.  Walton,  printer,  1819.    12°  p.  288.   |     8^  p.  24. 

WEm^,  T.S.  EieomasonsMor.itor.  Wal- ! —  Appeal  to  the  Conscience  of  Rev.  Sol- 
ton     Goss,  printers,  1816.    12°  p.  312.  \     omon  Aiken.    Printed  by  E.  P.  Walton. 

WEiiSTER,  Noah.    Spelling  Book.   E.  P.  '     8^  p.  16. 

Walton  &  Son,  1839.  Another  edition,  |  ^y^j^^^g^^^j^^  j^^,.  thomas.  Serious 
'^44-  i     Reasons  against  Triune  Worship.  Wal- 

WheilLEK,  Rev.S.  H.    Memorial  Sermon  i     ton     Goss,  1812. 

on  Mrs.  Betsey  Carpenter,  of  Walerburv,  !  t>  j  1 

Nov.  7,  1875.    Press  of  J.     T.  M.  Po-  ;     '^^^"'T'  Chester.    Pedera  Corn- 

land     8°D  I'  '  '     pendmm ;  an  Arithmetic.  Middlebury, 

■        ^'  ^"  I     1803.    12°  p.  108. 

Wheelock,    Rev.    Edulv.      Historical  ,  •       .  .^        ^^     •        c  n 

Sketch  of  the  Town  of    Cambridge.  ;  "^.^y^f^ 

Freeman  print,  1876.    12- p.  15.  j     ^Vnght  at  Montpelier  Aug.  19,  1809. 

^  '  '     Sermon  by  Rev.  Asa  Burton,  Charge  bv 

Wheelock,  Rev.  V.  ().    Revelation  and  |     Rev.  Stephen  Fuller,  of  Vershire,  and 

Science  Harmoni7e.    A  Sermon,  1869.  |     the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  by  the 

Rolands'  print.  j     Rev.  Calvin  Noble,  of  Chelsea.  Peacli- 

— Growth  of  the  Gospel.    A  Sermon  at  I     am:    Printed  by  Samuel  Goss,  1809. 

Stanbridge,  P.  O.,  1871.    Journal  Steam  j     8^  p.  24. 

Printi.ig  Establishment.    8~  p.  12.         ; —Election  Sermon,  18 10.  Randolph. 
White,  Rev.  P.  H.    Eccle:5iastical  His- 1 --Funeral  Sermon  on  the  death  of  Sibyl 

tory  of  Vemiont.    An  Essay  read  at  |     Brown.    Preached  Jan.  1 1 ,  181 1 .  Wa'l- 

Newbury,  June   21,    1866.     Walton's  J     ton     Cioss,  printers.    8°  p.  12. 

print.    8°  p.  7.  I  _.Sermon  before  the  Vt.  Bible  Society  at 

— Jonas  Galusha.    Memoir  of.  read  before  ,     .Montpelier,  Oct.  28,  1812.    Walton  .S; 

the  Vt.  Hist.  Society,   1866.     E.  P.  j     Goss.    8°  p.  14. 

Walton,  printer.        p.  16.  | —Funeral  Sermon,  Dec.  27,  1813,  on  the 

Wild,  Rev.  A.  W.    Funeral  Sermon  at      death  of  Mrs.  Hannah,  wife  of  Jeduthan 

Greensboro,  July  lo,  1864,  on  the  death  i     Loomis,  Esq.    Walton  cS:  (^oss. 

of  E.  E.  HarLson  and  Horace  Sulham.  1 — Sermon  before  the  Female  Mission  So- 

Freeman  print.    8°  p.  18.  .     cietv  in  Montpelier,  1816.    E.  P.  Wal- 

WiLLARD,  Hon.  Charles  W.    Speech  in  I    ton,' printer,    p.  14. 

the  House  of  Representatives.  April  9,  I —Sermon  at  Middlebury,  Aug.  16,  1814. 

,1869,  on  the  Cuban  Question.    Wash-'     Middlebury:    8°  p.  16. 

ington :     >.  8.        .  j — Saints  Resurrection.     Sermon  on  the 

—Cuban    Belligerency.     Speech    in  the  |     death  of  Geo.  S.  Walton,  at  Montpelier, 

House,  June  15,  1S70.     Washington;!     June  lo,  1818.    E.  P.  Walton,  printer, 

p.  15.  "         I     8°  p.  15. 

—Interstate   Commerce.     Speech  in  the  —Address  on  the  Death  of  Adams  and 

House,  March  24,  1874.    W^ashington  :  I     Jefferson,  at  Montpelier,  July  25,  1826. 

p.  25.  i     Printed  by  George  W.  Hill  &  Co.  8° 

— Civil  Service.    Speech  in  the  House,  \     ^'  .  . 

April  17,  1872.    p.  8.  I — The  Devil  in  the  Nineteenth  Centurv. 

WiLLLAMSTOWx.'     Methodism  in.     His-  i     'l^?  ^^1?^^^^''^;,"  ,f  "Z^^^^^"''^^^'  ;^^^>'  ^' 
torical  Address,  Dec.  19,  1880,  by  Rev.  j  ^-  ^  '  Walton  &  Son.    8^  p.  21. 

Mr.  Bartlelt.     Messenger  print.     12°  i  Yale,  Calvin.    Some  Rule^  for  the  in- 


P-  35. 

W^iNG,  Joseph  A.    "Pluck,''  and  Other 


vestigation  of  Religious  Truth.  E.  P. 
Walton,  1826.    8^-^  p.  15. 


Poems.  Freeman  print,  1878.  12°  p. 252.  1 — Sermon  before  the  Vt.  Coloni^cation  So- 


WORCESTER.  Record  of  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Deaths  in,  Oct.  18 13  to  June 
1858.  By  S.  S.  Abbott.  E.  P.  Wal- 
ton, printer.  .  iS^  p.  31. 

Worcester,  Rev.  Eeonard.  Funeral 
Sermon  ai  Hardwick,  Aug.  30,  1814,  on 


the  death  of  Mrs.  Lydia,  consort  of  [  i^^''^"" 


ciety  at  Montpelier,  Oct.  17,  1827. 
P.  Walton.    8°  p.  15. 

Young,  Samuel.  Oration  at  Bennington, 
August  16,  1819.  Argiis  and  Patriot 
print,  1871.    .p.  4. 

See  Article  on  Vt.  Hist.  Society  for  additional  Mont- 
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VERMONT  HISTORICAL  SOCIKTV. 

BY  >I.  IJ.  fiII.M,\X.  LIHUAKIAN'. 

It  is  deemed  appropriate  that  a  brief  no- 
tice of  the  Historical  Society  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  history  of  Mr-»ntpelier,  for  the 
reason  among  many,  that  it?  headquarters 
and  library  are  located  in  tliis  town. 

The  Society  was  incorporated  by  act  of 
the  general  assembly,  approved  Nov.  5, 
1838,  under  the  name  of  "The  Vermont 
Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society  the 
persons  named  in  the  act  arc  Hejiry  Ste- 
vens of  Barnet,  Oramel  H.  Smith,  Daniel 
P.  Thompson  and  George  B.  Mansur,  of 
Montpelier. 

By  an  act  of  xhe  general  assembly  ap- 
proved Xov.  16,  1859,  the  name  of  the 
Society  was  changed  to  "The  Vermont 
Historical  Society and  by  an  act,  ap- 
proved  Xov.  21,  the  same  year,  room  No. 


1S58,  Hon.  Charles  Reed,  1858,  until  hi> 
death,  March  7,  1873;  he  was  succeeded 
by  Hiram  A.  Huse,  Esq.,  until  Oct.  1S74. 
when  the  present  incumbent,  Mr.  M.  I). 
Oilman,  was  elected. 

Among  the  most  proniinent  and  active 
workers  in  behalf  of  the  Historical  Society, 
should  be  mentioned,  Henry  Stevens  Esq., 
Hon.  Hiland  Plall,  tlon.  Charles  Reed, 
Rev.  Pliny  H.  White,  Geo.  F.  Houghton, 
Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Eliakim  P.  Walton. 

The  annual  meetings  of  the  Society  are 
held  at  Montpelier,  Tuesday  preceding 
the  third  Wednesday  of  October. 

Persons  desiring  to  become  members  of 
the  Society  can  do  so,  on  the  reconmienda- 
tion  of  any  member,  and  the  payment  of 
$2.00  for  admission,  and  $1.00  per  annum 
thereafter. 

The  Society  at  the  present  time,  1881, 


9  in  the  State  Capitol  was  granted  for  the  j  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  it  has  a  sy 
uses  of  the  Society  for  its  library  and  bus- 
iness purposes  ;  the  Society  by  permission 
also  uses  a  large  book  case  in  room  No.  12. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  was 
held  at  Montpelier,  the  third  Thursday  of 


tern  of  exchanges  and  correspondence 
with  all  kindred  societies  in  this  country 
and  some  in  England,  besides  a  large  cor- 
respondence and  exchange  w  ith  individuals. 
The  library  is  estimated  to  contain  from 


Oct.  1840.  at  which  the  Society  was  organ- 
ized, and  Henry  Stevens  elected  president 


7000  to  8000  vols,  of  books,  about  500 
bound  vols,  of  newspapers,  and  12000  to 


and  librarian,  Geo.  B.  Mansur  and  D.  P.  {  15000  pamphlets,  besides  a  large  quantity 
Thompson,  secretaries.  At  this  meeting  '  of  manuscripts,  letters,  and  historical  curi- 
associate  members  were  elected:  Silas  H.  |  osities. 

Jennison,  Isaac  V.  Redtield,  D.  M.  Camp,  j  A  card  catalogue  of  the  bound  volumes 
E.  P.  Walton,  Daniel  Baldwin,  Geo.  W.  |  and  newspapers  has  been  completed,  and 
Benedict,  Solomon  Stoddard,  and  Norman  all  books  received  are  added  to  the  cata- 


Wiliiams. 

Mr.  Stevens  continued  as  president  of 
the  Society  until  about  1858,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Hon.  Hiland  Hall,  v\ho 


logue. 

The  Society  has  portraits  in  oil  of  Hon. 
Hiland  Hall,  Rev.  W.  H.  Lord  and  Hon. 
D.  P.  Thompson,  all  presented  to  the  So- 


was  president  until  Oct.  1S66,  when,  upon  j  ciety,  the  two  latter  painted  by  Montpel- 
his  retirement.  Rev.  Pliny  H.  White  w^as  j  ier's  native  son,  the  distinguished  artist, 
elected,  and  held  the  office  until  his  death,  j  Thomas  W.  W^ood,  and  by  him  presented 
April  24,  1869.  j  to  the  Society. 

Hon.  Geo.  F.  Houghton  was  elected  i  As  is  the  case  with  most  libraries  of  the 
president  Oct.  19,  1869,  ^^^^'^  the  office  \  time  in  our  country,  that  of  the  Historical 
until  his  death,  Sept.  22,  1870;  Rev.  W.  j  Society  has  outgrown  the  room  set  apart 
H.  Lord  was  elected  president  in  Oct.  I  for  it,  and  is  greatly  in  need  of  more 
1870,  and  held  the  offiae  until  Oct.  1876,  j  space,  which  we  trust  will  soon  be  pro- 
when  he  declined  further  service  ;  the  pres-  |  vided  in  the  proposed  addition  to  the  State 
ent  incumbent,  the  Hon.  E.  P.  W^alton,  |  Capitol. 

succeeded  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lord.  j     The  following  list  of  publications  by  the 

The  librarians  of  the  Society  have  been  |  Vermont  Historical  Society  is  thought  to 
as  follows:  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,   1 840- 1  be  complete  ; 


3^3 


*  Address  by  James  D.  Butler,  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Oct.  i6,  1S46:  "Deficiencies  in 
Our  History.''  8°  p.  36.  Montpelier : 
Eastman  Danforth. 

*  Addre^^es  on  the  }]-;ttK>  of  Kenning-' 
ton,  and  Lite  of  Col.  Seth  Warner,  at 
Montpelier,  Oct.  20,  1848,  by  James  D. 
Butler  and  Geo.  F.  Houghton.  Burling- 
ton :    8°  p.  99. 

Address  at  Montpelier,  Oct.  24,  1S50, 
by  Daniel  P.  Thompson.  Burlington:  8° 
p.  22. 

*  Address,  "  Lite  and  Service;^  of  Mat- 
thew Lyon,''  Oct.  29,  1858,  by  Rev.  P.  H. 
White.    Burlington:    8""  p*.  26. 

*  Address,  "The  Marbles  of  Vermont," 
Oct.  29,  1S58,  by  A.  D.  Hager.  Burling- 
ton:    8°  p.  16. 

Constitution,  By-Laws,  Act  of  Incorpo- 
ration, and  catalogue  of  Officers  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  .Society.  Woodstock,  i860. 
8^  p.  16. 

*  Proceedings  of  21st  Annual  Meeting, 
and  Address  by  Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  "His- 
tory of  Lake  Champlain,"  Oct.  16,  i860. 
Burlington  :    8"^  p.  27. 

Proceedings,  Special  Meeting  at  Bur- 
lington, Jan.  23.  1861.  Burlington:  S'^ 
p.  7,  8. 

Proceedings,  Annual  Meeting  at  Mont- 
pelier, Oct.  15  and  16,  1861.  St.  Albans. 
8°  p.  17. 

Proceedings,  Special  Meeting  at  Bur- 
lington, Jan.  22  and  23,  1862.  8^  p.  8. 
St.  Albans. 

Address  on  Town  Centennial  Celebra- 
tions. By  Henry  Clark,  at  Burlington, 
Jan.  22,  1862.    8^  p.  8.    St.  Albans. 

*  Address  by  Henry  B.  Dawson  on  the 
Battle  of  Bennington,  at  Burlington,  Jan. 
23,  1861.  Printed  in  Hist.  Magazine, 
May,  1870;  reprinted  in  Argus  and  Pat- 
riot, Montpelier,  June  27,  July  4,  11, 1877. 

*  Address,  "Early  History  of  Banking 
in  Vermont,"  by  Geo.  B.  Reed,  Oct  14, 
1862.    8°  p.  28. 

*  Address,  "Gov.  Philip  Skene,''  by 
Henry  Hall,  of  Rutland,  at  Windsor,  July 
2,  1863.  Printed  in  (Dawson's)  Hist. 
Magazine,  vol.  11,  2d  series,  p.  280-83. 

*  Address  on  Joseph  Bowker,  by  Henry 
Hail,  Special  meeting  at  Windsor,  July  i. 


2,  1S63.  Printed  in  (Dawson's)  Hist. 
Magazine,  vol.  11,  2d  series,  p.  351-54. 

*  Address,  "  Evacuation  of  Ticonderoga, 
1777,"  at  a  Special  Meeting  at  Brattle- 
boro,  July  17,  1862,  by  Henry  Hall.  Print- 
ed in  (Dawson's)  Hist.  Magazine,  August, 
1869. 

Proceedings  at  Brattleboro,  July  16,  17, 
and  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Montpelier, 
Oct.  14,  1862.    St.  Albans.    8^  p.  26. 

*  Address,  "  Secession  in  Switzerland," 
by  J.  W.  DePeyster,  at  Montpelier,  Oct. 
20,  1863.    Catskill :    8°  p.  72. 

*  Address,  "Life  of  Hon.  Richard  Skin- 
ner," by  Winslow  C.  Watson,  at  Mont- 
pelier, Oct.  20,  1863.    Albany:    8'' p.  30. 

*  Address,  "Edward  Crafts  Hopson," 
by  Henry  Clark,  Jan.  25,  1S65.  Special 
meeting  at  Rutland.    8°  p.  6. 

*  Address,  "Charles  Linsley,"  by  E.  J. 
Phelps.  Special  meeting  at  Brandon, 
Jan.  28,  1864.    Albany:    8°  p.  20. 

*  Address,  "  Battle  of  Gettysburg!!,*"  by 

G.  G.  P>cnedict.  Special  meeting  at  Bran- 
I  don,  Jan.  26,  1864.    liudington  :  8^p24. 

*  Another  edition,  enlarged,  p.  27,  and 
appendix  iv.  Illustrated. 

Addresses,  on  "  Solomon  Foot,"  by  Geo. 
F.Edmunds,  on  "Gov.  Galusha,"  by  P. 

H.  White,  on  "New  England  Civiliza- 
tion," by  Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin,  at  Mont- 
pelier, Oct.  16,  1866.  Walton's  print. 
8=  p.  72. 

*  Address  on  Theophilus  Herrington,  by 
Rev.  P.  H.  White.  Special  meeting  at 
Rutland,  Aug.  20,  1868.    8^  p.  6. 

*  Memorial  Address  on  Hon.  Jacob  Col- 
lamer,  by  James  Barrett,  at  Montpelier, 
Oct.  20,  1868.    8^  p. -61. 

Proceedings,  and  Addresses  at  Mont- 
pelier, Oct.  19,  20,  I869".  "Capture  of 
Ticonderoga,"  by  Hiland  Hall;  "Memo- 
rial on  P.  H.  White,"  by  Henry  Clark. 

i  Journal  print,  Montpelier.    pp.  15,  32,  16. 

!  Proceedings,  Oct.  and  Nov.  1870:  con- 
tains address  on  Hon.  Charles  Marsh,  by 

I  James  Barrett.    Montpelier,  p.  xxvii,  54. 

1     Proceedings,    and  Address  by  L.  E. 

I  Chittenden,  on  "  Capture  of  Ticonderoga." 

I  At  Montpelier,  Oct.  8,  1872.    Montpelier  : 

i  f*rinted  for  the  Society.    8^  p.  xxi,  127. 

I     *  Memorial  Sketch  of  Charles  Reed,  bv 
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H.  A.  Huse,  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at 

iMontpelier,  Oct.  13,  1S74.  Printed  in 
Daily  Journal . 

Address,  "  History  of  the  St.  Albans 


the  books  late  the  property  of  Charles 
Phelps,  I'lsq.,  as  they  or  either  of  them 
may  think  necessary  for  them  in  revisin;^ 
the  laws,  he  taking  their  receipt  for  such 
books  to  account.    And  further, 


Raid,-^  delivered  ai  Moutpelicr,  Oct.  i /,  '     /vV.syVtvV,  That  all  letters  from  either  o  f 

e      1     Tr      1-    \  e     I        c*    a n  the  Committee  for  revising  the  laws  to  the 

1876,  by  Hon.  J'..  A.  Sowles.    St.  A  bans:     ^,  1     •  •  • 

'  '  other  upon  the  business  of  their  appoint- 

8-^  p.  48,  including  proceedings  ot  the  So-  |  n^ent,  be  conveyed  free  of  postage.  That 
ciety.  j  the  accounts  of  tlie  said  Committee,  when 

Collections  of  the  Society,'  2  vols.    Vol.  I  the  business  of  their  appointment  shall  be 

1,  Montpelier,  1S70.    S^p^  xix,  507.  Vol.  I  ^^ompl^^ted  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Com- 

^    .    '     '       ^  ^  i  mittee  ot  Pa \- 1  able,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 

2,  Montpelier,  187 1.    8"  p.  x.xviii,  530.  .  j  ship.i„ars  each  per  day,  while  they  aresever- 
Proceedings,  Oct.  15,   1878,  at  Mont- 1  ally  employed  in  the  business,  for  their 

pelier,  with  addresses:  bv  Rev.  M.  H.  1  time  and  expences.  That  the  Committee 
Buckham,  on  Rev.  W.  H.'  Lord,  and  by  j  |^^,  P^f  out  of  the  library 

._  T>        I  T-i  r     .    '  k'lte  the  property  ot  said  Pheij^s,  at  a  rea- 

Hon.  K.  I  .  Waiton,  on  '-The  t  irst  Legis- 1  .^onable  aj^praisement.  to  be  made  by  such 
lature  of  Vermont,"  I'olands'  print.  8*^  i  per.sons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
p.  xvi.  47.  i  l^^tiire,  to  be  men  acquainted  v/ith  the  val- 

Proceedings,  Oct.  19,  1880,  at  Mont- 1  '^«'^!^'^' ^'^^V^''  be  made  under  oath 

.  ,  ®,  ,       ,    T.      ,^    A  o     ,       at  cash  price :  unless  the  Legislature  shall 
I3eher,  with  address  by  Hon. L.  A.  Sowles,         p^^^^.^.      ^^^j^,.^,         j-,,,.^ry  to  said 

on  "  Fenianism,"'  ete.  Rutland:  8^  p.  I'helps  :  or  unless  said  Phelps  shall  redeem 
xxviii,  (2,)  43.  '  the  books  so  appraised  by  paving  the  said 

Num  >rous  addresses  in  addition  to  those  I  ^'o'r^"\ittee  such  sum  as  Ihey  shall  be  ap- 
,        ,  ,.  .       ,     _     i  praised  at,     Ihe  atoresaid  Committee  to 

noticed  have  been  delivered  betore  the  So-  i  |^^,.^.         ^.i^.^j^.^  ^j-  ^^^^^  ^j^^^,.  ^.^j.^ 

ciety,  the  manuscripts  of  some  of  which  j  in  payment.  /^;w/V/t-</ the  said  committee, 
are  on  tile  in  its  archives.  revise  the  statutes  of  ihis  State  which  have 

The  publications  marked  with  a*  are  :  f ^t  already  undergone  their  examination, 
,  1     r     •  ,    1  1    !  by  the  session  ot  Assembly  in  October 

out  ot  print,  and  cannot  be  furnished  by  .  ,^,,,1  j^-  ^y^^  ^^^^^  jj,^^^;!^.  ^{^^^u  re- 

the  Society.  '  stored  to  said  i'helps,  oi-  shall  be  insuffi- 

!  cient  for  ])a)ment,  the  Legislature  will  pay 
THE  VERMON'i  STATE  LIBR.A.R^'.  '  the  Said  Committee  for  such  their  services, 

.  BV  niuA.M  A.  m-sK.  -STATK  Lu: u AHi AN .  |  hard  moiiev,  or  an  equivalent. 
Legislation  as  to  a  state  library  began  in  \  Whatever  became  finally  of  the  Phelps 
1825,  The  State  had  about  forty  years  I  books  their  temporary  possession  did  not 
before,  it  is  true,  gone  into  the  book  bus- :  establish  a  stat .  library  any  more  than,  in 
iness  in  rather  a  curious  manner  by  seizing  |  the  troubled  days  of  the  revolution,  the 
the  library  of  Charles  Phelps,  PIsq.,  of  possession  of  that  "one  negro  whench"  for 
Marlboro,  an  energetic  friend  of  New  York  whose  care  Matthew  Lyon  charged  the 
rule.  This  seizure  was  made  in  1782,  and  ;  State,  established  slavery. 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  seems  to  have  had  |  The  following  is  the  resolution  under 
charge  of  the  confiscated  literature  for  a  j  which  the  Vermont  State  Library  was 
time.    In  1784  the  legislature  was  provid- ■  formed : 

ing  that  the  committee  for  revising  the!  Counxtl,  xNov.  17,  1825. 

laws  (an  undertaking  begun  in  1782  and:     Resolved,  the  general  assembly  concur- 
not  completed  till   1787)  should  be  paid  *  ring  herein,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
out  of  this  library.    The  resolutions  of  the  i  ^^e  governor  and  council  annually,  to  ap- 
,  .        ,i  1  r      o       ,    •     ;  point  some  suitable  person,  whose  duty  it 

General  Assembly,  March  6,  17S4,  relating  ,  ^^^^^j,  ^^y^^  ^^^^^.^^^  .j^^^^'  j,^ 

to  such  payment  are  as  follows  :  1  good  order,  all  the  books  and  public  docu- 

iVtw/i/^rt',  that  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Esq.,  men.ts,  deposited  in  the  state-house,  in 
be,  and  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  :  Montpelier ;  and  that  a  suitable  room  in 
Nathaniel  Chipman  andMicah  Townsend,  :  the  state-house  be  placed  under  the  con- 
Esqrs,,  Committee  for  revising  the  laws,  |  trol  of  such  person,  for  a  place  of  deposit 
or  either  of  them,  upon  the  order  or  appli-  j  for  such  books  and  documents  :  and  such 
cation  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  such  of  [person,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  shall 
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be  governed  by  surh  ntles  and  regulations  |  justice  and  the  secretary  of  state  ;  Stale, 


as  the  governour  and  council  shall,  from 
time,  to  time,  prescribe. 

[Concurred  Nov.  17,  1825.] 
Calvin  J.  Keith  was  the  first  librarian, 
and  was  appointed  Nov.  17,  1825.  He 
was  librarian  4  years,  and  after  his  service 
there  were  frequent  changes  in  the  office 
for  30  years 


E.  J.  Phelps,  Horace  Faiibanks,  L.  G. 
Ware;  i-esideni,  K.  P.  Walton,  Joseph 
Poland  and  Chas.  H.  Heath;  librarian, 
Hiram  A.  Huse  ;  first  assistant  librarian, 
Thomas  L.  Wood. 

Portraiis,  <2^-v. — Among  the  noticeable 
things  in  Ihe  library  are  two  portraits  be- 


Until  1836  the  librarian  was  appointed  j  ^^nging  to  the  flistorical  Society,  the 
bv  the  crovernor  and  council :  then  till  1848  j  ^'^'^^^'^^  ^"^^  gift     Thomas  W.  Wood,  a  na- 


by  the  governor ;  and  from  1848  till  1S58  j 
by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  j 
In  1857  the  control  of  the  library  was  put  i 
into  the  hands  of  trustees,  who  appoint  a  , 


tive  of  Montpelier,  and  now  one  of  the  first 
artists  of  New  York  city.  One  is  a  por- 
trait of  Rev.  W.  H.  Lord  and  the  other  of 
Hon.  Daniel  V.  Thompson.    A  portrait. 


librarian.  The  trustees  organized  Nov.  |  ^"^Ii  - ood,  of  Judge  Prenti.ss  is  also  in 
16,  1858,  and  appointed  Charles  Reed  li- 1  t^^e  capitol,  though  the  formal  presentation 
brarian.    Mr.  Reed  died  March  7,  1873.        ^"^^^  Historical  Society  has  not  yet  been 


and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  libra- 
rian. 

The  greritor  pirt  o!"  lIs'.:  buoks  of  the  li- 
brary escaped  the  tiie  of  Jan.  6,  1857, 


made.  These  portraits  are  valuable  tor 
their  artistic  as  well  as  their  historical  mer- 
it.and  in  the  same  class  niay  be  menlioned, 
of  the  portraits  in  the  executixe  chamber. 


which  de.^troved  the  state-house.    While  !  ^^^^^^o^^'O^'- ^"li^^^  ^^v'^'J^o-^- Le Clear.  The 


the  present  state-house  was  building,  the 
masonic  hall  was  used  tor  the  library.  A 
catalogue  of  the  Iibrar\  was  printed  in 
1850,  one  in  1858,  and  one  in  1872. 


portrait  of  (iov.  Paine  is  a  good  copy,  from 
a  good  original  by  Chester  Harding ;  and 
that  of  (^xov.  Williams,  by  B.  F:  Mason, 
is  a  creditable  piece  of  work.    I'he  otlier 


The  library  for  neariy  30  years  depend- ;  POi'^'-'^'t-^       t^^^  governor's  room  are  no 


doubt  historically  valuable.  A  bust  of  Gov 
!  Krastus  Fairbanks,  by  J.  O.  A.  Ward,  is 
excellent  work,  as  is  one  of  Judge  Elijah 
;  }*aine  by  Greenough.    There  is  also  a  fine 
I  bust  of  Jacob  Collamer  by  Preston  Powers. 
!  Julian  Scott's  large  painting  of  the  Battle 
:  of  Cedar  Creek  ;.s*too  big  for  the  governor's 
i  room,  and  whatexer  good  work  there  is  in 
it  has  no  chance  to  "vindicate"  itself.  A 
portrait  of  W^ashington  hangs  over  the 
speaker's  chair  in  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

There  should  also  be  mentioned  the 
statue  of  Ethan  Allen  which  stands  at  the 
entrance  to  the  capitol.  It  is  of  heroic 
size,  is  the  work  of  Larkin  G.  Mead, 
was  completed  in  1861,  and  on  tlie  loth 
of  October  in  that  year  was  "inaugurat- 
ed,"" Hon.  Fred.  E.  Woodbridge  of  Ver- 


ed  principally  for  increase  on  the  receipt 
of  State  publications  aufl  on  exchanges. 
In  1854,  an  annual  appropriation  of  $200 
for  the  purchase  of  books  was  made  :  this 
appropriation  was  increased  to  S500  in 
1866  and  to  $800  in  1876.  The  substan- 
tial growth  of  the  library  and  its  real  use 
date  from  the  beginning  of  Mr.  Reed's 
services  as  librarian.  He  used  the  small 
sums  at  his  command  with  great  good 
judgment,  and  made  a  useful  working  li- 
brary of  it. 

The  library  now  contains  about  19,000 
bound  volumes,  exclusive  of  duplicates. 
It  has  outgrown  the  quarters  that,  when 
Mr.  Reed  took  charge  of  it,  were  more 
than  ample,  and  is  now,  though  its  books 
overflow  into  committee  rooms,  cramped 
for  room.  In  American  law  reports  it  is 
among  the  best  libraries  in  the  country ;  j  gennes  delivering  the  oration.  Two  of 
in  other  departments  it  is  incomplete,  but  I  the  field-pieces  captvu-ed  from  the  Hes- 
growing  in  those  branches  that  appear  to  ^-'^n^  at  Benninglun,  are  to  be  seen  in  tlie 


be  of  most  use 

The  present  officers  of  the  library  are : 


capitol,  as  well  as  the  battle  flags  of  the 
Vermont  organizations  tliat  served  in  the 


Trustees,  ex  officio,  the  governor,  the  chief  i  war  of  trie  rebellion. 
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{^Present  Artists  in  Montpelier — J.  F. 
Giimau,  crayon  portrait  painter.  Union 
block;  A.N.  F.lanchard,  Main  St.,  A.  C. 
Harlow,  Ellis  block,  State  st.,  photogra- 
i")her<.  Mr.  H.  is  inst  rompletiny^  for  the 
engraver  the  copy  of  an  oil  portrait  of  Gen. 
Parley  Davis,  for  our  next  Xo. — Ed.] 

THE  STATE  CABINET.  " 

)iY  PIJOF.  niliAM  A.  CCTTING   M.  D., 
State  Cieolo<ris.t  anil  Ciira'or  or  :?l;itc  Cabinet. 

This  is  a  collection  in  Xatural  History 
provided  for  by  law  and  kept  in  the  State 
house.  It  is  intended  to  show  the  geolo- 
gy and  natural  liistory  of  the  State.  The 
collection  of  rock  showing  the  sections 
across  the  State  were  collected  by  the  geo- 
logical survey.  This  was  added  to  b\  the 
purchase  of  the  Zadoc  Thompson  collec- 
tion of  natural  history,  and  by  donations 
and  otherwise  it  has  been  largely  increased. 
The  spn.ce  alloted  for  the  display  of  .'speci- 
mens is  very  inadequate.  .  and  in  conse- 
quence thousands  of  them  are  packed 
away.  There  is,  however,  ovtr  20,000  on 
exhibition,  and  those  displayed  are  intend- 
ed to  show  the  character  of  the  rocks  and 
all  the  minerals  found  in  the  State  as  well 
as  insects,  birds,  animals,  Indian  relics, 
&c.  Many  specimens  are  of  great  value, 
and  if  lost  could  never  be  replaced.  The 
collection  was  first  in  charge  of  the  geo- 
logical survey,  tlien  in  chargeof  State  Geol- 
ogist Albert  D.  Hager.  who  was  curator  un- 
til he  left  the  State  in  1869.  In  1870,  Dr. 
Hiram  A.  Cutting  was  aj^pointed  as  his 
successor,  and  still  has  charge.  Since  his 
appointment  the  collection  has  more  than 
doubled.  The  number  of  visitors  ranges 
from  12  to  25  thousand  annually,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  educational  interests  of 
the  State. 

Though  intended  only  to  be  representa- 
tive of  the  natural  history  of  Vermont, 
there  has,  by  various  donations,  several 
hundred  of  foreign  specimens  crept  in, 
many  of  which  are  on  exhibition,  and  are 
valuable,  as  comparatives  with  similar  spec- 
imens in  the  State.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  valuable  aid  to  Vermont  education 
will  ere  long  have  the  space  granted  nec- 
essary for  the  full  display  of  its  specimens, 
when  it  will  be  truly  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able collections  in  New  England. 


PArEHS  KURM.^HKD  BY  CHAS.  DK  V.  IIANCKOFT. 

NUMBER   OF    DEATHS   IN    TOWN  YEARLY 


From^Jan.  i,  1825,  to  Oct.  i,  1881 


1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 
1831. 
1832. 
i«33 
1834. 
1835. 
1S36, 

iS37- 
1838 
1839, 
1840, 
1841. 
1842, 
1843. 


....30 
....31 
....13 
....14 
....14 
....14 
....14 
....23 
....23 
....17 

 20 

 22 

 20 

 24 

. . . . 2S 
....46 
....58 
....41 
....41 


1844. 
1845. 
1846. 

1847. 
1848. 
1S49. 
1850. 
1851 . 


1853. 
1854. 

1855- 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
18^9. 
i860. 
1861. 
1862. 


.30, 
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•34 
,25 
,29 
30 


1863.. 
I864.. 
1865. . 
,1866.. 
23  I  1867. . 
41  i  1868. . 
28  I  1869. . 

35  i  1870  29 

35  I 1871  ....28 
31  I  1872. .  . .66 

25  i  1873  50 

1874  55 

1875  75 

1876  56 

1877..... 48 

1878  40 

1879...  .48 

1880  66 

18S1  60 

The  above  was  conipiled  fiom  a  book 
kept  by  the  late  Aaron  Bancroft,  "  the  old 
village  sexton,"  containing  a  record  of  all 
the  deaths  occurring  from  1825  to  1857  in 
the  village  and  the  suburbs,  (which  is 
about  the  present  limits  of  the  town,) 
since  which  time  the  State  law  has  re- 
quired the  registration  of  all  deaths.  But 
the  town  records  showing  that  the  res:is- 
tration  is  very  imperfect  since  then  to  the 
date  of  1 87 1,  the  files  of  the  newspapers 
published  in  town  had  to  be  resorted  to 
for  those  years.  Since  1871  I  have  kept  a 
record  of  all  deaths.  I  think  upon  the 
whole,  from  my  researches  and  inquiries, 
that  the  al.)Ove  is  a  very  accurate  state- 
ment. From  1825  to  1845  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  deaths  were  children,  and 
the  remainder  of  adults  of  a  middle  age.  of 
life,  acute  diseases  being  the  cause  of  a 
large  percentage  of  them.  From  1845  ^^e 
record  shows  a  gradual  increase  of  longev- 
ity, the  last  fifteen  years  showing  a  large 
percentage  as  being  adults  past  the  middle 
age  of  life,  some  of  these  years  the  av- 
erage age  of  the  deaths  in  town  being 
about  50  years.  In  1880-81  the  deaths  of 
children  were  in  an  excess,  resulting  main- 
ly from  diphtheria.  The  registration  of 
the  ueaths  in  town  to  the  year  1823,  (when 
the  registration  cea>ed,)  is  very  imperfect, 
only  from  one  to  five  being  registered  oc- 
curring in  the  whole  town  yearly,  and  some 
years  none  at  all.  b. 
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LOXGEVITV  OF  MONTFKI.IER 


J'erso}is  w/io  have  died  si>irt'  1S2: 


187S 
1864 
1 86 1 
1847 
1854 
1874 
1861 

1868 
1880 
1881 

1847 
1863 
1864 
1877 
1877 

1S39 
1863 
1866 
1871 
1876 

1842 
i860 
1864 
1865 
1881 
1872 
1842 
1 866 
1868 
1875 
1875 
1875 
1876 
1879 

1835 
1834 
1865 
1867 
1872 
1877 
1880 
1881 

1839 
1846 
1846 
1852 
1853 
1857 
1863 
1869 
1875 
1875 
1877 
I878 
1879 
1880 

1839 
1840 

1849 


Phcx'be  Hazard  loi-i  j 

Thomas  Davis  95.A  i 

Nalliau  J  ewe  LI  95  j 

Aaron  Griswokl  95 

Betsey  W^alson  94 

Phceb'c  Tutliil]  94 

Levi  Humphey   92 

Simeon  Dewey  92 

Peter  Nichols  92 

Eleanor  Needham..  92 

Aurelia  Rose  92 

Mrs.  Campbell  91 

Jonathan  Shepard  91 

Moses  Cree  91 

Nao'mi  Dodge  91 

John  Gray  91 

A  Irs.  Edwards  90 

Francis  Gangau   90 

Samuel  Goss  90 

Hetty  Hou2;ht(:>n  90 

Mary  M.  \'ail  90 

Lulhcr  P;jhiMd  90 

Mary  Cad  well  89 

Rev.  Zadoc  Hubbard  89  j 

Aichen  Butterfly  89  | 

Hannah  Marsh  89  1 

Daniel  Baldwin  89  j 

Aaron  Bancroft  88  | 

Luther  King  88 

Nathaniel  Proctor  88 

Mary  Taylor  88 

Dver  Loomis  88 

Sa'lly  Grant  88 

Silas  Barrows  88 

Lucy  L.  Loomis  88 

Thomas  Gannon  88 

John  Taplin  87  j 

Arncs  Strung  87  ! 

Luc)  A.  Ripley  87  j 

Rufus  Campbell.  87 

Thomas  Needham  87 

Mitchell  St.  John  87 

Julia  A.  Clark...  87 

Dorothy  Horne  87 

Esther  Hatch  86 

John  Melon  86 

Sarah  Hi il brook  86 

Elijah  Nye  86 

Dexter  May  86 

Patty  Reed  86 

Mary  Leonard   .86 

Sarih  T.  Hayward  86 

Anna  Pitkin.'.  86 

Anna  Waugh  86 

Mrs.  Luther  Howe  86 

Prussia  Walton  86 

Luman  Kublce  86 

Susan  Loomis  Brown  86 

Arthur  Daggett  85 

Mrs.  Bancroft   .85 

Mrs.  Wesijohn  85 


1844 
1847 
1850 
1853 
1855 
1862 
1864 
1866 
1872 
1876 
1878 
1826 
1849 
1849 

1853 
1856 
1862 
1866 
1869 
187 1 
1871 
1874 
1874 
1876 
1879 
1879 
1849 
1851 
1854 
1854 
1856 
1859 
1864 
1864 
1864 
1865 
1865 
1867 
1869 
1870 
1872 
J872 

1875 
1875 
1850 
1858 

1^59 
1865 
186.S 
1874 
1875 
1875 
1876 
1880 
1 88 1 
1823 
1828 
1846 
i'S7o 

1873 
1874 
1879 
1880 
1 88 1 


Dolly  Harran  85 

Samuel  Upham  85 

Darius  Boyden  85 

Capt.  Eben  Morse  85 

Mrs.  Emerson  85 

Mrs.  Wilson  85 

Rhoda  Brooks  85 

Phcfcbe  Gallison  85 

Lucy  Guernsey  85 

Betsey  Waugh  85 

William  Bennett  85 

Mrs.  Cross  84 

Mrs.  Lydia  Taplin  84 

Betsey  Wright  84 

Lydia  Lamb  84 

Col.  Asahe]  Washburn  84 

John  Gallison  84 

William  Kinson  84 

Mary  H.  French  84 

Patty  Howes  84 

Sarah  Phinney  84 

Rawsel  R.  Keilh  84 

Deborah  Washburn  84 

Zenas  Wood  ,  84 

Anna  Stoddard  , . .84 

Lyman  G.  Camp  84 

Ebcnezcr  Frizzle  83 

Jacob  Davis  83 

Rebecca  Davis  S3 

ZionCopeland   J*.  .83 

Hannah  Dana  83 

Joseph  Reed  .S3 

Thomas  Clark,  83 

Jane  Eav.son  83 

B.  Frank  Markham  83 

David  Gray  83 

Polly  Mitchell   83 

Isaac  Wilson  83 

Edmund  H.  Langdon  83 

Joseph  Rowell  83 

John  Wood  83 

Content  Skinner  83 

Polly  White  :  ...83 

Mary  Wood  83 

Mrs.  Eben  xMorse  82 

Mrs.  H olden  82 

Jared  Dodge  82 

Anna  F.  Bancroft  82 

Dr.  Aaron  Smith  82 

Michael  Malony  82 

Polly  Kimball  82 

Elizabeth  (Jones)  Caryl  82 

John  Horne  82 

Edward  L.  Taplin   .82 

Oramel  H.  Smith  82 

Rebecca  Davis  81 

John  Tuthill  81 

Eliakim  D.  i^ersons  81 

John  Palmer  8i 

Nathaniel  Abbott  81 

Sally  Spaulding  81 

Margaret  Stimson   .81 

Daniel  Cameron  81 

Cynthia  Hill  8i 
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1^72 

[842 
S44 
;S49 

^59 
:S63 
[S63 

^S63 
:S69 
;87o 
871 
874 
1875 
^75 
^76 
1877 
[878 
[880 
i88i 

'843 
846 
[856 
■859 

>S9 
!59 
860 
86r 
[862 
:S6$ 
[869 
^871 
[872 

[874 
875 
:88i 
842 
845 
•843 
:847 
1846 
[856 
[867 
;872 
[872 

:872 
[877 
[878 
[879 

:88o 
:828 
1840 
[840 
1843 
■H7 
S49 
[852 

[859 

:sr,4 
t866 
["867 
[86.*^ 


Joseph  Somerby  80 

Timothy  Hatch  80 

Mrs.  Doty  80 

Ilannah  Paine  80 

Cyrus  Ware  80 

Araunah  Waterman  80 

Silas  Jones  80 

Joseph  Howes  80 

Mrs.  Vatter  80 

Peter  Rose  80 

John  SpaldiJig  80 

13rid<;et  Brodie  80 

Hannah  Ferrin  80 

William  Bills  80 

Anna  Smith  80 

Jane  Hutchinson  80 

Betsey  Youn^  80 

Dr.  Buckley  O.  Tyler  So 

William  Paul  80 

Horace  Spencer  80 

Dayid  Parsons  79 

Lemuel  lirooks  79 

William  Xoyes  79 

Sarah  Wilder  79 

N.Micy  Town.  79 

Mary  Lewis-  79 

Benjamin  Staples  79 

Mandy  Mclntyre  79 

Abigail  Devyey  79 

Silas  C.  French  79 

John  (/.  Clark  79 

Hugh  Rourk  79 

Jacob  Mclntyre  79 

Isaac-  Layigne  79 

Daniel  Wilson'  79 

Rey.  Elisha  Brown   79 

Mrs.  Leyey  78 

Mrs.  Hassam  78 

Lucretia  Parsons  78 

Silas  Burbank  78 

Mis,  '^ha'be  Mann  78 

Masc  a  Johnson  78 

Thomas  Dodge  78 

Mary  Prime   78 

Polly  Coffey  78 

Sherman  Hubbard  78 

William  W.  Cadwell  78 

Margaret  Fitzgibbons,  78 

.Helen  Crane  78 

Polly  Dudley  78 

Mrs'.  (}ale   77 

Mrs.  Lawson  77 

Jesse  Cole  77 

John  Walton  77 

iMrs.  Cole  77 

Dolly  Washburn  77 

Polly  Dayis  77 

Betsey  Cummings  77 

Welcome  Cole   77 

Mary  Goss  77 

Polly  Warren   77 

John  Carroll  77 

Sally  Richardson  77 

Persis  B.  Dayis   ....  77 


S70 
871 
■^73 
874 
875 
<^75 
878 

879 
880 

827 
863 
864 
873 
874 
'^75 
876 
877 
878 
880 
S81 
881 
88 1 
827 
840 

•^45 
S4^= 
849 
850 

856 
857 
^57 
.S65 
869 
869 
869 
871 
872 

873 
840 
842 

845 
845 

•S47 
849 

851 

860 
861 
864 
865 
865 
865 
866 
865 
868 
868 
S74 
879 
881 
826 

835 
864 
838 
862 


Esther  French  77 

Henry  Y.  Barnes   77 

Dr.  Aaron  Denio  77 

Susan  Royvell  ^  77 

Thomas  Donahue  77 

Dr.  James  Templeton  77 

Mrs.  Daniel  Cameron  77 

Grin  }^itkin  77 

Caroline  Barnes  77 

Hannah  Carr  76 

Nabby  Smith  76 

Sarah  Wilder   76 

Barnabas  H.  Snow  76 

Clarissa  Kellogg  •  76 

James  Boyden  76 

Sarah  Jones  76 

Dr.  Julius  Y.  Dev.ey  76 

Alpheus  Flanders  :  76 

Fanny  Peck  76 

Zebina  C.  Camp  76 

Mary  Jacobs  76 

Dorothy  Walling  76 

Samuel  Campbell.  75 

Lois  P.  Lawson  75 

Mrs.  Packard  .  .  .   75 

Roger  Hubbard   75 

Jietsey  Cadwell   75 

Mrs.  Law  ton  75 

Mrs.  Jacob  F.  Dodge  75 

Thomas  Hazard  75 

Betsey  H.  Vail  75 

Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss  75 

Sylyanus  Ripley  .75 

Margaret  Moorcrott  .75 

Nehemiah  Haryey  75 

Dr.  Reuben  W.  Hill  75 

Sally  Taplin  75 

Anna  Hubbard  75 

Nathan  Dodge  75 

Polly  Barton   74 

Mrs'.  Wheelock  74 

Mrs.  John  Walton  74 

L^r.  Edward  I^mb  74 

Isaac  Freeman  74 

Mrs.  Matthew  74 

Mrs.  Kendall  74 

PYancis  Smith  74 

Susan  Abbott  74 

Antoine  Riyers  74 

Richard  Paine  74 

Isaiah  Siher  74 

Ruth  C.  Moulton  74 

Thayer  Townshend  74 

Hubbard  Guernsey.  74 

Daniel  P.  Thompson..  74 

Frederick  Marsh  74 

Dr.  Ch?rles  Clark  74 

Mrs.  John  Girard  74 

Jesse  Hutchinson   74 

Mrs.  Nye._  73 

Mrs.  lOiiakira  D.  Persons  73 

Isaac  Putnam  73 

Mrs.  Elijah  Nye   73 

Jane  Hathaway  73 
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864    Abby  Langdon  73 

868    Fhilomila  Flint  73 

572  Hannah  Patterson  73 

573  Phoebe  Reclway  73 

876    Mrs.'Oran<Te  Fitielcl  73 

S73    RldKu-JDill.n:  :  73 

876    Mary  M.  Davis  73 

S78    Orlena  Hovt  73 

836  Charles  Pulkley  72 

837  Mrs.  Holmes  72 

83S    Mrs.  Timothy  Hatch  72 

S37    Thomas  Reed,  Sr.  72 

840  Lucy  Trowbridge  72 

849    Sally  Shepard  72 

858    Ann  Wheaton  :  72 

864    Dr.  Thomas  C.  Taplin  72 

S70    William  Moorcroft  72 

870  Stukely  Angell  72 

871  Jeremiah  Davis  72 

872  Constant  W.  Storrs  72 

872  F)eniamin  Brovrn  72 

873  Timothy  Cross  72 

874  Col.  Levi  Boutwell  72 

879    Betsey  Cadwoll  72 

826    MiS.  bodge  71 

838  Mrs.  Partridge  71 

842    Mrs.  Dexter  May  71 

849    Mrs.  Anna  Cutler  71 

860  Samuel  Forbes  71 

864    Calvin  Warren  71 

864  Thomas  Reed  71 

867    Dr.  Charles  ]>.  Chandler  71 

878  Peter  G.  Smith  71 

8.S0    Anson  Davis  71 

881  ■  Mary  Sargent  71 

839  Mrs.  Collins  70 

839    Mrs.  Burrell  70 

841  Ebenezer  Lewis  70 

854    B.  B.  Dimmick  70 

854    Joshua  Y.  Vail  70 

854    Sopl  ia  B.  Loomis  70 

854    Mrs.  Peck  70 

S54    Lucretia  Prentiss  70 

854    James  Taylor  .  .70 

861  Samuel  Abbott  70 

86r    William  P.  Briggs  70 

863    David  Htzgibbons  ;  70 

863    Anna  O'Brien  70 

865  Valentine  Willey  70 

871  William  }>.  Hubbard  70 

872  Nancy  Johnson  70 

873  Luther  Cross  70 

873    Daniel  Willey  70 

875  Margaret  Cooper   .70 

875  Mary  Gannon  70 

876  Allen  Gallison  70 

879  Mary  Donahue  70 

880  Mary  Fenton   70 

873    Mrs.  Daniel  lialdvvin  77 

Note. —  In  the  preceding  list  are  includ- 
ed the  names  of  a  few  who  for  many  years 
were  residents  of  this  town,  but  died  while 
temporarily  residing  in  some  other  place. 

B. 


I  PERSONS  RESIDIN'G  IN  TOWN,  OCT.  I5,  r88l, 
i         IN  THEIR  70TH  YEAR  AND  OVER. 

 9^ 


I  Dr.  Nothaniel  C.  Kin 

I  Lucy  Mead  92 

I  Martha  Rivers  91 

I  Joshua  Bliss  88 

I  Lydia  M.  Warren  88 

I  John  Murphy  86 

I  Enos  Stimson  86 

i  Patrick  Brodie  86 

Lucia  Clark  86 

Joseph  Wood  85 

Mary  Guimison  84 

I'rudence  Camp  84 

Rebecca  Sweet  84 

Josephine  Lavigne  84 

i  Betsev  Haskins  84 

1  Clark'Fisk  ■  84 

Polly  Cross  84 

!  Francis  Lab  ouch  ire  84 

I  IClvira  Shafter  83 

I  Lucinda  Stevens  ;83 

I  Andrew  A .  Sweet   83 

Appleton  Fitch  83 

Peter  Crapeau  83 

Polly  M.  Chadwick  ....82 

Loraine  Riker  82 

Wooster  Sprague  82 

Duran  Stowell  82 

William  Kelly   .82 

Joseph  Felix  82 

Eben  (runnison  8r 

I  Ro.xa  Gould  80 

j  Grin  Cummins  80 

I  Horatio  N.  Taplin  80 

j  Elisha  1*.  Jewett  80 

I  James  McLaughlin  80 

I  Abby  S.  Dodge  79 

I  Nelson  A.  Chase  79 

I  Sarah  R.  Cleaves  79 

i  Patrick  Corry  79 

j  Clarissa  Silloway  79 

I  Orange  Fifield   .78 

]  Dorothy  Ha^ran  78 

i  Lucy  Snow  78 

,  Miranda  C.  Storrs  78 

I  Eliza  lioutwell  77 

j  Susan  R.  Aiken  77 

;  Stephen  Bennett  77 

Clarissa  Chase  76 

Margaret  Crapo  —  76 

Randall  Darling   ...  .76 

Geo.  S.Hubbard  76 

Eliza  Hubbard  76 

Doi'cas  Maxham  76 

Nancy  Sprague  76 

John  F.  Stono  76 

Henry  W.  Sabin  76 

Kendall  T.  Davis. 

Snow  Town  

Mary  Tuttle  

Henry  Nutt  

Ehcn  vScribner  . . . 
I  John  Slattery 


,76 
■75 
•75 
75 
•75 

Patrick  McManus   75 
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Julius  K.  Bostwick  75 

Maria  L.  \V.  Reed  74 

Harriet  L.  Taplin  74 

Jacob  Smith  74 

Emerson  Demeritt  74 

Michael  Savaca-   v  74 

Elizabeth  Alain  .74 

Hopy  Hartwell  74 

Mary  L.  Nutt  .74 

Louisa  Seymour  74 

Joseph  L.  Scoville  74 

Olive  Fisk  73 

Sydnev  V.  Red  field  73 

Rufus  R.  Riker  73 

Nancy  George  73 

Sarah  H.  Nelson   73 

John  O.  A.  Peck  73 

Ira  S.  Town  >.  73 

John  Demerritt  72 

Charles  H.  Severance  72 

Moses  Yatter  72 

Susan  E.  Pitkin  72 

Lvdia  P.  Stone  72 

George  W.  Scott  72 

S?.vyc-c\  Town  72 

Judith  Town  72 

Hannah  Dana  71 

LucindaC.  i)0wen  71 

Samuel  Dodge  71 

Eliza  Houghton  71 

Eineline  Lewis  71 

Jane  Meadowcroft  71 

Nancy  M.  Paul  71 

Lsaac  Seymour  71 

ALarble  Russell  71 

Susan  Flanders  70 

Clortina  Guernsey  70 

Homer  W.  Heaton.  70 

Amira  Demeritt  70 

Ezra  F.  Kimball  70 

Joseph  Paro  70 

Julia  Rivers  70 

Mary  Smith   70 

Joseph  Alain  70 

Sophronia  Guernsey  70 

Peter  Cayhue  70 

Mary  Cotfey  70 

John  Flynn  70 

Ezekiel  Kent  70 

Wm.  N.  Peck   70 

Mary  D.  Storrs  70 

Maria  Scoville  70 

Mary  Town  ,  .70 

Joseph  A.  Wing  70 

Erastus  Hubbard  70 

Edna  Robinson  70 

Samuel  S.  Kelton  69 

Margaret  Bancroft  69 

Major  S.  Goodwin   .69 

Charles  H.  Cross   .69 

Caroline  M.  Cross  69 

Eliakim  P.  Walton  69 

Erastus  Camp   — 69 

Solon  J.  Y.  Vail  69 

B. 


ACCIDENTS. 

Four  persons  have  been  killed  in  town 
by  the  tailing  of  trees.  Previous  to  i8oo, 
in  the  east  part  of  the  town  a-little  girl,  a 
step-daughter  of  l.ienjamin  Nash,  was  ap- 
proaching her  father,  who  vsas  cutting 
dov/n  a  tree  in  the  border  of  the  woods 
near  the  house,  when  the  tree  fell  in  the 
direction  in  v.hich  she  was  making  her 
way,  and  killed  her.  The  second  was  a 
young  man  named  Chamberlain,  who  v/as 
killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  in  a  central 
part  of  the  town  in  the  year  1801.  And 
another  by  the  name  of  Robinson,  during 
that  or  the  following  year,  was  killed  by 
the  falling  of  a  tree  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town.  And  yet  another,  an  idiotic 
man,  by  the  name  of  Charles  Davis,  was 
killed  by  a  tree  of  his  ovv-n  falling,  by  un- 
dertaking to' get  out  of  danger  by  running 
in  the  same  direction  in  which  the  tree 
had  started  to  fall. 

At  a  later  period,  a  stranger  was  drowned 
w  hile  attempting  to  wade  through  the  river 
near  Montpelier,  having  mistaken  the  place 
of  fording. 

In  1824,  Theron  Lainphere  was  drowned 
in  the  mill-pond,  while  attempting  to  swim 
over. 

About  1822,  Thomas,  Jr.,  son  of  Thos. 
Davis,  was  accidently  shot. 

In  1828,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mead, 
from  Middlesex,  was  killed  by  the  falling 
of  the  earth  from  the  excavated  bank  in 
the  rear  of  the  house  of  W.  W.  Cadwell. 

In  the  store  of  Erastus  Hubbard,  Oct.  12, 
1 848,  election  day,  Mr.  Hubbard,  or  his 
clerk,  v/as  weighing  out  a  parcel  of  powder 
to  some  one  of  the  crowd  in  the  store- 
room and  around  the  door.  Powder  had 
doubtless  been  scattered  on  the  floor,  in 
filling  the  can  from  which  it  was  being 
poured  into  the  scales  ;  and  one  or  more 
persons  were  smoking  cigars  in  the  room, 
when  suddenly  a  territic  explosion  follov;- 
ed.  Azro  Bancroft  and  a  Mr.  Sanborn 
were  so  burned  that  they  did  not  survive, 
and  one  or  two  others  were  sadly  maimed. 
Mr.  Hubbard's  life,  in  consequence  of  the 
burns  received,  was  for  months  despaired 
of.  He  finally  recovered,  but  wearing  for 
life  marks  of  the  accident-    The  second 
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floor  of  the  building  was  lifted  by  the  ex- 
plosion about  half  a  foot,  and  the  store 
set  on  fire,  but  the  flames  were  soon  ex- 
tinf!jLiished  with  little' additional  damaofe. 


Two  f:<ta!  accid; 


r.pov.-Cier  oc- 


curred in  blasting  out  the  rock  for  the 
foundation  of  the  second  State  House. 
Elisha  Hutchinson,  of  Worcester,  was 
struck  down  dead  near  the  Insurance  of- 
fice, by  a  stone  thrown  by  a  blast  on  the 
ledge  about  30  rods  ;  and  John  \V.  Culver, 
a  mechanic  of  Montpelier,  was  the  same 
season  struck  at  the  distance  of  20  rods 
and  killed,  by  a  wooden  roller  placed  over 
the  mine  to  prevent  the  stones  from  flying  ; 
while  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Tucker, 
from  Calais,  one  of  the  worknien  on  the 
State  House  foundation,  was  so  injured  by 
one  of  the  blasts  that  he  lost  his  eyesight 
and  his  prospects  were  pa'ned  for  life. 

In  August,  1859.  a  promising  son  of 
Charles  Lyman,  aged  about  12  years,  was 
drowned  at  the  mouth  of  Dog  river,  while 
bathing. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  the  body  of  a  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Middlesex,  an  insane  person, 
was  found  in  the  flume  of  Langdon's  mill. 
About  the  same  period  a  man,  not  a  resi- 
dent of  this  town,  drowned  himself  by 
forcing  his  way  through  a  hole  in  the  ice 
in  the  North  Branch,  a  mile  or  two  above 
the  village. 

Aug.  9,  1863,  Carlos  J.,  aged  1 1  years,  son 
of  Carlos  Bancroft,  was  drowned,  while 
bathing  near  the  sand-bottom  bridge. 

Jan.  14,  1864,  Henry  Crane,  of  this 
town,  at  one  time  High  Sheriff  of  the 
County,  was  killed  by  the  cars  in  New 
London,  Canada. 

1864,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Noble,  of 
10  years,  was  drowned  in  the  Worcester 
Branch  mill-pond.  She  was  gathering 
flood- wood. 

Apr.  10,  1S65,  a  soldier  named  Cushman 
was  maimed  for  life  by  the  premature  dis- 
charge of  a  cannon  while  tiring  a  salute 
over  the  recent  victories,  he  subsequently 
dying  of  the  injuries  in  Boston. 

April  3,  1867,  Peter  Lemoine,  aged  21, 
a  blacksmith,  was  killed  by  the  premature 
dischar<£e  of  a  cannon  while  firinL:  a  salute 


over  an  election,  and  Alexander  Jangraw 
was  mainied  for  life. 

Aug.  3,  1867,  John  McGinn,  aged  68,  a 
stone  mason,  was  thrown  from  his  wagon 
when  opposite  the  Bethany  church,  by  his 
runaway  horse,  and  instantly  killed. 

In  Apr.  1S70,  Alexander  Noble,  of  this 
town,  while  assisting  in  getting  out  a  jamb 
of  logs  in  the  Connecticut  river,  was 
drowned. 

May  16,  1 87 1,  Chas.  Braley,  aged  about 
18  years,  while  out  hunting,  accidentally 
ignited  some  powder  which  he  carried 
loosely  in  his  pocket,  causing  an  explo- 
sion, which  proved  fatal  a  day  or  two 
after. 

Oct.  I,  1872,  John  Braley,  aged  21,  a 
brother  of  the  above,  night  watchman  in 
the  Central  Vermont  depot,  was  instantly 
killjd  while  coupling  cars  in  the  depot. 

Aug.  3,  1872,  Truman  Best,  a  merchant 
in  town,  was  drowned  while  out  pleasure 
riding  in  a  boat  on  the  Langdon  niill-pond. 
In  trying  to  assist  a  party  in  another  boat 
to  recover  an  oar  which  they  had  lost,  both 
boats  were  carried  over  the  dam.  The 
two  boats  contained  Ave  men,  three  of 
whom  swam  safely  to  the  shore,  but  one 
of  them,  Fred  W.  Bancroft,  was  rescued 
in  a  very  exhausted  condition,  wiiile  pas- 
ing  underneath  the  Central  railroad  biidge, 
with  ropes,  while  clinging  to  a  boat.  Mr. 
Best  is  supposed  to  have  struck  his  head 
upon  the  rocks  below  the  dam  as  he  came 
over,  and  was  made  insensible.  His  body 
was  not  found  for  some  days  afterwards, 
the  river  being  very  much  swollen  at  the 
time  when  it  was  found,  about  two  miles 
below  down  the  river. 

June  24,  f873,  Johnnie,  aged  ip  years, 
son  of  Patrick  Kane,  was  drowned  while 
in  bathing,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Worcester 
Branch. 

Mar.  4,  1874,  Michael  McMahon,  an 
aged  section  man,  was  killed  by  cars, 
being  caught  by  the  side  of  the  cars,  while 
in  motion,  and  the  end  of  the  depot. 

May  25,  1874,  Alfred  Goodnough,  aged 
50,  a  farmer,  while  driving  across  the  rail- 
road track  near  Sabin's,  was  run  into  by  a 
car,  and  received  injuries  which  proved 
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fatal,  he  dying  two  days  after  at  Mr. 
Saljin's  house. 

1874,  a  little  daughter  of  John  O'Grady 
fell  from  the  road  opposite  the  machine- 
shop  into  the  river,  and  was  drowned. 

July  22,  1875.  Bessie,  aged  5  years,  a 
dau.  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Lord,  was  thrown 
from  the  wagon  b\  a  runaway  horse,  while 
descending  tlie  hill  road  leading  down 
from  Gould  hill  to  Wrightsville,  and  re- 
ceived injuries  w  hich  proved  fatal  in  a  few- 
hours. 

June  24,  1S76.  Erastus  Lamphear.  aged 
49,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  was  blown  from 
the  roof  of  a  barn  which  he  was  raising, 
and  .severely  injured.  He  was  carried  to 
his  residence,  and  died  the  following  day. 

Sept;  23,  1S76,  Charles  \V.  Bailey,  one  of 


Sept.  II,  1880,  James  M.  Wade,  aged 
19,  a  brakeman  on  the  Montpelier  and 
Wells  River  railroad,  was  thrown  from  the 
train  near  the  State  Fair  grounds,  was  run 
over,  and  received  injuries  which  proved 
fatal  about  a  week  after. 

Oct.  12,  1881,  Peter  Marcott,  Jr. .  aged 
29  years,  a  teamster,  was  instantly  killed 
on  East  Mechanic  street,  his  neck  being 
broken,  caused  either  by  being  thrown 
from  his  wagon  seat,  and  striking  upon 
his  head  as  one  of  the  wheels  dropped  into 
a  deep  rut  in  the  road,  or  by  being  struck 
upon  the  head  by  the  wagon  body,  the 
horses  starting  up  suddenly  as  he  was 
aboul  to  get  upon  the  seat. 

SUICIDES. 

In  1801,  the  wife  of  John  Cutler  de- 


Montpeliefs   most   wortkiy  citizens   andjstroyed   herself  b}-  hanging,  and  a  few 


busin^v-:.-.  mor.  was  killed  by  the  cars  at 
Essex  Junction. 

Sept.  26,  1876,  by  a  collision  of  two 
passenger  trains  on  the  Montpelier  and 
Wells  River  railroad,  near  the  residence  of 
W.  E.  Hubbard,  Benjamin  F.  Merrill,  en- 
gineei'  of  one  f<f  the  engines,  lost  a  leg, 
and  several  other  train  men  being  more  or 
less  injured. 

In  June,  1877,  Henry  L.  Hart,  a  young 
man,  aged  23,  started  on  a  pleasure  trip 
down  the  Winooski  in  a  row  boat,  and 
was  last  seen  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
at  Burhngton  a  few  days  afterwards.  His 
hat  and  a  few  contents  of  the  boat  were 
picked  up,  but  of  his  fate  nothing  was  ever 
learned. 

Aug.  I,  1879,  Aaron  M.  Burnham,  arch- 
itect and  bCiilder,  of  this  town,  was  fatally 
injured  while  superintending  the  erection 
of  a  church  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  death  en- 
suing two  days  after. 

Sept.  I,  1879,  Johnnie  H.,  of  5  years, 
son  of  J.  W.  F.  Washburn,  while  play- 
ing on  the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  eddy, 
fell  in  and  was  drowned. 

July  23,  1880,  while  firing  a  salute  in 
front  of  the  State  Arsenal  grounds,  Wm. 
Henry  V\M!l>?y  and  Clark  B.  Roberts,  by 
the  prcmaiure  discharge  of  the  cannon, 
were  severely  injured,  each  losing  an  arm. 
Willey  was  an  old  soldier,  and  Roberts  a 
young  man- 


years  later,  IVfiss  Nancy  Waugh  drowned 
herself. 

June  10,  1S61,  Henry  Boyden,  aged  37, 
living  just  across  the  river  on  the  Berlin 
side,  hung  himself. 

July  30,  1865,  George  V.  Rose,  aged 
26,  a  U.  S.  recruiting  officer  stationed  here, 
shot  himself. 

Sept.  3,  1867,  J.  Fred  Cross,  aged  27, 
proprietor  of  the  American  House,  shot 
himself. 

Nov.  27,  1867,  John  S.  Collins,  aged 30, 
died  very  suddenly,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
taken  poison  purposely. 

Jan.  17,  1870,  William  Monsier,  aged 
42,  destroyed  his  life  by  drinking  muriatic 
acid.  After  lingering  three  days,  he  died 
a  most  horrible  death. 

Sept.  187 1,  Lsaac  Scribner,  aged  66, 
hung  himself. 

Aug:  29.  1873,  Albert  N.  Daniels  shot 
himself,  after  attempting  to  take  the  life  of 
another  by  shooting. 

Oct.  25,  Rawsel  R.  Keith,  aged  84, 
who  had  been  a  long  suiTerer  from  kidney 
disease,  ended  his  sufferings  by  taking  a 
dose  of  laudanum . 

Apr.  14,  1875,  Mary  Clancy  hung  her- 
self, insanity  supposed  to  be  the  cause 
from  religious  excitement. 

Aug.  8,  1875,  L)^niel  K.  Bennett,  a  gun- 
smith, shot  himself  in  a  moment  of  insan- 
ity. 
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Apr.  6,  1S76,  William  J.  Rogers,  aged 
30,  a  traveling  agent,  by  taking  poison. 

jane  6,  1876,  Mrs.  Mary  Churchill,  aged 
32,  being  deranged  for  some  months,  took 
her  lite  bv  hanijing  herself. 

June  19,  1S77.  HarvT}'  W.  Cilley,  aged 
34,  hung  himself. 

June  30,  188 1,  Jesse  Hutchinson,  aged 
74,  by  taking  poisorr'. 

CRl.MKS. 

In  1840,  an  Irishman  was  killed  in  a 
fight  with  one  of  his  countrymen,  near  the 
old  Arch  Bridge,  and  the  homicide  was 
tried  and  sent  to  the  State  Prison,  but  in  a 
few  years  pardoned. 

April  25,  1S67,  Patrick  Fitzgil)bons  was 
killed  on  State  street.  He  was  intoxicated, 
and  quancled  with  three  traveling  agents 
in  the  Village  Hall,  where  they  were  at- 
tcPidiug  a  dance.  'I1ie  agents  leaving  the 
hall,  ^i^/:gibbons  follov/ed,  accompanied 
by  a  companion,  his  brother-in-law.  An 
officer, anticipating  trouble,  followed  them. 
When  passing  through  the  alley-way,  he 
came  upon  F'itzgibbons,  who  was  in  a  sit- 
ting position  in  a  chair,  which  he  carried 
from  the  hall,  dead,  having  been  stabbed 
through  the  heart.  All  were  arrested  and 
acquitted,  it  always  remaining  a  mystery 
whether  he  was  killed  by  one  of  the  agents, 
or  by  his  brother-in-law  through  a  mis- 
take, the  night  being  very  dark. 

Oct.  1864,  Patrick  IJranigan,  who  had 
just  returned  liome  from  three  years'  ser- 
vice in  the  war  as  a  member  ot  the  ist  Vt. 
Battery,  very  m)steriouely  disappeared. 
He  was  last  heard  of  late  at  night,  return- 
ing home  in  an  intoxicated  condition,  sinsf- 
ing  on  his  way.  \Mien  nearly  to  his 
house,  which  was  opposite  the  Washing- 
ton County  jail,  his  voice  suddenly  ceased. 
His  not  putting  in  an  appearance  the  fol- 
lowing day,  foul  play  was  suspected,  as  he 
had  quite  a  large  sum  of  money  on  his 
person.  The  river  which  passes  in  the 
rear  of  the  house  w\as  very  high  at  the 
time.  Thinking  that  his  body  might  be 
found  in  the  river,  it  wa-  dragged  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  was  not  found,  and  his 
fate  yet  remains  a  mystery. 

Aug.  29,  1873.  Albert  N.  Daniels,  an 


employee  of  the  Montpelier  Manufacturing 
Company,  attempted  to  take  the  life  of  a 
young  lady,  an  employee  of  the  same 
}  works,  with  whom  he  was  keeping  con~:- 
pany.    He  fired  two  shots  at  her  with  a 
revolver,  only  one  taking  effect,  and  tiiat 
not  proving  fatal.     After  shooting  two 
shots  at  her,  he  shot  himself  through  the 
heart,  instantly  expiring.    The  act  was 
committed  during  the  working  hours  in 
the  room  in  which  the  lady  was  employed. 
On  Sept.  27,  1880,  Joseph  Dumas,  of 
j  Northtield,  who  formerly  resided  at  Mont- 
I  pelia-,  came  to  the  latter  place,  and  was 
I  last  seen  on  the  street  that  evening.  A 
I  v.eek  later  his  body  was  found  in  the 
I  P>ranch,  just  below  the  Academy  bridge, 
with  several  cuts  upon  the  head.  Parties 
last  seen  with  him  were  strongly  suspected 
of  foul  play,  but  sufficient  evidence  could 
j  not  be  ol;tained  to  warrant  their  arrest. 

j  FIRE.S. 

j     The  number  of  disa'strous  fires  which 
]  had  occurred  in  town  previous  to  i860  are 
I  small.    The  first  one,  it  is  believed,  was 
I  in  1 80 1,  when  the  first  frame  school  house, 
I  standing  near  the  west  end  of  the  old  bury- 
I  i''>&   ground  on   the   iiranch,  accidently 
I  caught  fire  and  was  consumed, 
j     In  Dec,  1^13,  a  fire  occurred  which  re- 
j  suited  in  the  entire  destruction  of  the  large 
I  two-story  cotton-mill,  that  had  been  for 
some  time  in  successful  -operation  at  the 
river  falls,  not  far  from  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  E.  W.  Bailey's  grist  mill. 

August,  1 81 3,  barn  of  J.  B.  Wheeler, 
Esq.,  with  most  of  his  crop  of  new^  hay, 
was  stnick  by  lightning. 

In  181 5,  the  dwelling  house  of  Seth  Par- 
sons was  burned,  at  a  loss  of  $1,500. 

Winter  of  18 16,  a  school-house  on  East 
hill,  while  the  school  was  being  kept  by 
Shubael  Wheeler. 

December,  1818,  a  paper  mill  and  cloth- 
ing works  occupying  the  old  site  of  the 
cotton  factory,  was  burned,  with  a  loss  of 
about  S4,ooo. 

About  1820.  dwelling-house  of  Abijah 
Howard. 

In  1822,  the  blacksmith  shop  of  Joseph 
Howes  was  burned,  and  the  same  year  the 
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old  Academy  building  was  toUilIy  con- 
sumed by  fire. 

1824.  two-slory  house  of  the  late  Hon. 
David  Wing,  Jr. 

In  March,  1826.  occurred,  considering 
the  ]os.>  of  life  and  personal  injuries,  the 
most  calamitous  fire,  perhaps,  ever  expe- 
rienced in  town  up  to  that  time.  The  wool- 
en factory  and  grist  mill,  on  the  falls  of 
the  North  Branch,  owned  by  Araunah 
\\''aterman  and  Seth  Parsons,  caught  fire 
about  da3'break,  and  was  totally  consumed, 
causing  a  loss  of  many  thousand  dollars  to 
the  proprietors.  • 

While  the  fire,  which,  wJien  discovered, 
had  gained  too  much  headv.ay  to  leave 
much  hope  of  saving  the  factory,  was 
raging  in  one  part  of  the  lower  story,  Mr. 
Wateiman,  Mr.  Joel' Mead,  and  Robert 
Patterson,  a  leading  workman  in  the  es- 
tablishment, made  their  way  to  the  upper 
story,  and  fell  to  v.ork  to  gather  up  and 
throv.-  from  one  of  the  windows  what  cloths 
and  stock  they  supposed  they  might  have 
time  to  save.  But  the  .fire  below  spread 
with  such  unexpected  rapidity,  that  before 
they  were  aware  of  any  danger,  the  fire 
burst  into  the  room,  cutting  off  their  re- 
treat downward  by  the  stairs,  and  even 
preventing  access  to  the  windows  the 
least  elevated  from  irregular  ground  be- 
neath. At  this  crisis  Mr.  Waterman, 
closely  followed  by  Mr.  Mead,  made  a  des- 
perate rush  through  the  smoke  and  flame 
for  a  window  in  the  end  of  the  building 
ne.xt  the  Branch,  stove  out  the  sash  with 
the  heel  of  his  boot,  and  threw  himself 
half  suffocated  through  the  aperture  to  the 
rough  and  frozen  ground  or  ice  some  30 
feet  below.  Mr.  Mead  followed  in  the 
perilous  leap,  and  they  were  both  taken  up 
nearly  senseless  from  the  shock,  terribly 
bruised  and  considerably  burned  in  the 
face  and  hands.  But  none  of  their  bones 
were  broken,  and  they  both  in  a  few  weeks 
recovered.  Nothing  more  wss  seen  of  the 
fated  Patterson  except  his  charred  skel- 
eton, which  was  found  in  the  ruins  after 
the  fire  subsided.  For  some  reason  he 
had  decided  not  to  follow  Mr.  Waterman 
and  Mr.  Mead  in  the  only  way  of  escape 
then  left  open  to  them,  and  the  next  min- 


ute probably  perished  in  the  smoke  and 
fire  which  must  then  suddenly  have  en- 
veloped him. 

May,  1827,  a  two-story  wooden  build- 
ing, standing  on  the  site  of  the  present 
A}\i^Hs  building,  and  then  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  Wiggins  &  Seeley  as  a  store,  was 
burned,  causing  a  loss  of.  probably  not 
over  $2,000. 

April,  1828,  a  paper  mill  owned  by  Goss 
&  Reed,  of  Montpelier,  situated  at  the 
falls  on  the  Berlin  side  of  the  river,  was 
burned  ;  loss  about  $4,000. 

1834,  the  oil  mill  and  saw  mill,  in  the 
former  of  which  was  W.  Sprague's  machine 
shop,  standing  also  on  the  Berlin  side  of 
the  river,  but  mostly  owned  and  worked 
by  Montpelier  men,  were  both  wholly 
burned. 

Feb.  1835,  the  first  Union  House,  built 
by  Col.  Davis  about45  years  before,  caught 
fire  about  midday,  and  was  entirely  con- 
sumed;  loss  about  $3,000. 

1842,  the  dwelling-house  of  O.  H.  Smith, 
Esq.,  caught  fire,  and  the  roof  part  of  the 
building  was  destroyed. 

1843,  the  new^  brick  Court  House,  stand- 
ing near  the  present  one,  was  burned,  but 
the  records  and  files  were  mostly  saved. 

1848,  school-house  in  the  Wheeler  dis- 
trict. 

1849,  barn  of  John  Gallison,  with  hay, 
five  horses  and  colts. 

1849,  dwelli)  g-house,  barn  and  sheds  of 
Charles  liurnham. 

1853,  the  dwelling-house  of  Harry  Rich- 
ardson, near  the  Union  House,  was  wholly 
destroyed  by  fire. 

1854,  the  building  of  Ira  Tov/n,  occu- 
pied by  him  as  a  goldsmith  s  shop,  stand- 
ing on  the  present  site  of  A.  A.  Mead's 
shop,  was  burned  in  part,  and  the  adjoin- 
ing building  of  the  Patriot  office  consider- 
ably  injured. 

1854,  also,  the  roof  part  of  the  upper 
story  of  Walton's  book-store  was  destroy- 
ed by  fire,  and  but  for  the  timely  striking 
of  a  shower  on  the  excessively  dry  roofs, 
that  whole  block  of   wooden  buildings 
i  would  probably  have  been  destroyed, 
j     1854, 'was  burned  a  two-story  house 
I  standing  back  of  the  old  Masonic  Hall. 
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■   1854,  dwelling-house  of  Orrin  Shiyton. 

1854.  tliree  barns  oi  Orlando  F.  Lewis. 
^V'ililil/the  year  1S57,  two  small  houses 

were  burned  near  the  brick-yard,  and  one 
iicar  Ivcith  ^  lodge. 

1855,  school-house  in  Henry  Nutt's 
school  district. 

185S,  a  new  one-story  house  of  Mr.  Cook- 
son,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  cooper's 
shop  north,  through  the  great  pasture, 
was  burned;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year,  another  building  erected  by  the 
same  man,  on  the  same  spot,  was  also 
burned  down. 

December,  1859,  the  large  three-story 
brick  and  wood,  second  Union  House,  val- 
ued about  $5,000,  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

We  m:ikH.'  the  whole  to  i860,  but  24; 
and  the  property  destroyed,  except  the 
State  Hou.se,  v,hich  was  public  propert}-, 
to  come  within  550,000.  Was  ever  a  village 
of  the  size,  in  this  respect,  more  favored? 

1860,  the  old  Harran  house,  on  Upper 
Elm  street,  burned. 

1861,  a  house  occupied  by  Thos.  Arm- 
strong, in  rear  of  the  ikirnham  hotel. 

1862,  the  store  of  William  W.  Cadwell, 
on  Main  street,  was  consumed. 

Jan.  1863,  Mrs.  Chas.  G.  Eastman's 
house,  on  Main  street,  was  partially  con- 
sumed. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  the  present  Union 
House  was  nearly  destroyed. 

Mar.  24,  1868,  dry  house  of  Lane  Man- 
ufacturing Company  consumed. 

Sept.  2,  1868,  R.  H.  Whittiers  slaugh- 
ter house,  up  the  "  Branch,"  consumed. 

Jan.  29,  1870,  L  S.  Town  &  C.  VV*. 
Storrs'  block,  on  State  street,  partly  con- 
sumed. 

Apr.  26,  1870,  Daniel  P.  Thompson's 
residence,  on  Barre  street,  consumed. 

Dec.  1870,  the  Vt.  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Go's,  new  building  badly  damaged. 

Jan.  26,  William  Moorcroft's  Woolen 
Factory,  at  Wrightsville,  consumed. 

Sept.  18,  1 87 1,  Grovner  B.  Paine's 
house,  on  North  street,  consumed. 

1872,  Lane  Mamificturing  Company's 
second  dry  house  consumed. 

Dec.  5,  1872,  Chas.  Reed's  residence, 
on  State  street,  badly  damaged. 


May,  1873,  Stephen  Cochran's  resi- 
dence, on  Seminary  Hill,  consumed. 

Mar.  12,  1875,  t'"'^  first  great  fire;  May 
I,  the  second. 

Feb.  28, 1875,  Andrev/Burnham's  house, 
i  on  Court  street,  considerably  damaged, 
j     Apr.  22,  1875,  W.  A.  Boutelle's  black- 
I  smith  shop,  on  Elm  street,  consumed. 

May,  1875,  a  house  belonging  to  Bart 
Scribner,  up  the  *'  Branch.'' 

Dec.  27,  1875,  one  of  the  Pioneer  Man- 
ufi^cturing  shops  burned. 

Feb.  1876,  Alonzo  Red  way's  residence, 
on  Court  street;  loss  $5,000. 

Aug.  9,  T.  O.  Bailey's  barns,  on  Mid- 
dlesex street ;  loss  $1,200. 

Aug.  21,  Wm.  E.  Hubbard's  barn,  on 
Barre  street ;  loss  $600. 

Nov.  13,  E.  D.  Grey's  paint  shop,  on 
Main  street ;  loss  $800.  - 

In  1877  no  fire  occurred,  and  also  in 
1874. 

Aug.  26,  1878,  Louis  Barney's  barn,  on 
North  street,  consumed. 

January  3,  1S78,  a  destructi\e  fire  at 
Wrightsville — A.  A.  Green's  residence  and 
blacksmith  shop  and  Ezra  D.  Rawlins' 
residence. 

Oct.  II,  a  barn  on  Gould  Hill,  belong- 
ing to  Henry  Cinnmins. 

Dec.  30,  the  school-house  near  Henry 
Nutt's  place, 
j     Apr.  23,  187^,  a  barn  belonging  to  A. 
I  D.  Bancroft,  on  North  street. 

June  20,  Geo.  Jacob's  barn,  on  Main 
street,  con.sumed  ;  loss  $600. 

June  21,  a  house  belonging  to  Medad 
Wright,  up  the  "  Branch,"  consumed. 

Sept.  2,  1880,  a  storehouse  belonging  to 
C.H.  Heath,  on  Barre  street,  consumed. 

Oct.  3,  18S0,  W.  E.  Dunwoodie's  res- 
idence, on  Upper  Main  street,  consumed  ; 
loss  $1,500. 

Jan.  8,  1881,  C.  W.  Willard's  residence, 
on  State  street,  badly  damaged. 

Jan.  17,  one  of  the  Cab  Shop  buildings 
burned,  on  the  Berlin  side. 

Apr.  II,  a  barn  belonging  to  J.  R, 
1  Langdon,  on  Barre  street,  consumed. 

Aug.  4,  1881,  a  new  slaughter  house  on 
upper  North  street,  owned  by  W.  L.  Le- 
land,  was  consumed. 
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In  the  year  of  1875.  MontpeliLM-  was 
visited  by  two  very  destructive  fires,  in-  | 
volving  the  loss  of  many  tiiousand  dollars.  ' 
The  first  of  these  fires  broke  out  about  one  j 
o"cloci<  in  the  mornin;^  of  March  12,  in  ai 
one  and  one-half  story  wooden  building  on 
Main  street,  ov/ned  by  Thomas  W.Wood,  i 
and  occupied  by  Joseph  D.  Clogston  as  a  ; 
tin  shop.  This  was  consvmied,  and  the  ! 
two  adjoining  ones  on  the  east  side,  the  i 
first  owned  by  Carlos  Bancroft,  a  story  | 
and  a  half  wooden  building,  occupied  by  j 
Peck  &  Cummins,  leather  dealers,  was  \ 
also  consumed  :  and  the  second,  a  two  and  | 
a  half  storv  wooden  building,  owned  by  ; 
James  R.  Langdon,  and  occupied  by  j 
Barrows  &.  Veck,  hardware  and  stoves,  1 
was  partly  consumed.  This  tire  was  hardly  : 
under  control  when  fire  was  discovered  , 
brcal.iiig  ijiroiiiih  the  roof  cif  Ira  .S.  i 
Town's  three-story — and  the  C.  W.  Storrs'  j 
estate — wooden  building,  on  State  street,  j 
This  was  consumed,  and  the  three-story 
brick  block  on  tlie  south  sfde,  owned  by 
Timothy  J.  Hubbard,  the  adjoining  build- 
ings on  the  north  side,  the  first  a  new,  1 

i 

three-story  brick  block,  owned  by  Erastus  | 
Hu1)bard:  the  second,  a  large,  three-story 
wooden  building,  owned  by  Fred  E.  Smith, 
and  the  Rialto,  owned  by  W.  A.  Boutelle 
and  Eli  Ballou,  were  next  consumed,  and 
Eli  Bailouts  three-story  wooden  building 
was  partly  burned  before  the  frames  were 
stayed.  In  the  rear  of  these  was  a  story 
and  a  half  wooden  building,  ovvned  by  T. 
J.  Hubbard,  and  used  as  a  tenement  and 
storehouse,  which  was  also  burned.  Aid 
was  summoned  from  Barrc,  which  was 
responded  to  by  an  engine  and  company. 
Nine  buildings  were  burned,  and  twenty 
business  men  and  firms  burned  out,  be- 
sides three  law  lirms,  a  dentist,  photog- 
rapher, and  four  societies.  The  firms 
burned  out  were,  on  Main  street,  J.  D. 
Clogston,  stoves  and  tin  shop;  Peck  & 
Cummins,  leather  dealers  ;  Barrows  &  Peck, 
hardware  and  stoves.  On  State  street,  C. 
B.  Wilson,  drugs  and  medicines;  Geo.  L. 
Nichols,  clothing  ;  Ira  S.  I'own,  jeweler ; 
Orrin  Daley,  fruit  and  restaurant;  S.  C. 
Woolson,  merchant  tailor ;  A.  A.  Mead, 
jeweler;  T.  C.  Phinney,  books  and  sta- 


tionery :  Jangraw  iS:  Meron,  barbers  ;  Chas. 
Keene,  jeweler  ;  C.  H.  P>eeman,  photog- 
rapher ;  W.  A.  Boutelle,  millinery;  E.  H. 
Towne,  merchant  tailor  ;  J.  O'Grady, boot- 
maker; T.  \\.  McKee,  sewing  machines; 
State  Treasurer's  office,  C.  H.  Heath,  L. 
L.  Durant,  and  Gleason  &  Field's  law  of- 
fices. Masonic  hall.  Naiad  Temple  of 
Honor  hall,  Post  Brooks  G.  A.  R.  hall, 
and  Sovereigns  of  Industry  hall.  The 
total  loss  on  buildings  and  goods  was 
about  $75,000.  with  an  insurance  of  about 
^47,ooo. 

The  only  accident  that  occured  was  by 
the  failing  of  the  ruins  of  the  Rialto  build- 
ing, under  which  Wm.  T.  Dewey,  a  fire- 
man, was  buried,  but  escaping  with  a 
broken  leg. 

The  business  firms  had  hardly  got  es- 
talilished  in  their  new  or  temporary  quar- 
ters, when  they  were  visited  by  the  second 
great  fire,  more  destructive  than  the  first. 
This,  like  the  first,  broke  out  on  the  west 
side  of  Main  street,  in  the  rear  end  of  Jef- 
ferson Bnice's  brick  building,  at  about 
12  :  30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  May  i, 
There  being  a  high  wind  at  the  time,  the 
flames  spread  very  rapidly.  All  the  build- 
ings on  that  side  of  the  street  running- 
south  as  far  as  the  Montpelier  and  Wells 
River  railroad  depot  were  soon  consumed, 
and  also  the  James  R.  Langdon  building 
on  the  north  side,  partly  destroyed  by  the 
previous  fire.  All  of  the  buildings  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  from  the  Fred- 
erick Marsh  residence  to  the  railroad  track, 
and  from  the  head  of  Baire  street  up  the 
street  as  far  as  the  residence  of  Joel  Foster, 
Jr.,  on  one  side,  and  the  residence  of 
Louis  P.  Gleason  on  the  other,  were  laid 
in  ashes  in  a  few  short  hours,  making  a 
total  of  thirty-eight  buildings  burned,  only 
three  of  them  brick^  the  rest  wooden,  and 
most  of  them  very  old,  among  them  being 
the  old  Shepard  stand  and  the  Col.  Jon- 
athan P.  Miller  house.  The  buildings 
burned  were  owned  by  following  parties  : 
West  side,  Main  street,  a  story  and  a  half 
brick  building,  J.  Bruce;  two  large  barns 
in  the  rear,  T.  J.  Hubbard;  new,  two- 
story  wooden  building,  new,  three-story 
wooden  one,  tenement  house  and  out- 
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buildings,  all  owned  by  James  G.  French ; 
one-story  wooden  one,  by  D.  K.  Bennett; 
two-story  and  a  half  wooden  one,  b3'N.  C. 
Bacon ;  another  of  the  same  material  and 
dimensions,  the  okl  Shepard  tavern,  and  a 
new,  one-story  wooden  building,  all  owned 
by  Eben  Scribner.  On  the  east  side  "oi 
the  street,  the  old  Frederick  Marsh  store, 
the  residences  and  out-buildings  of  Mrs. 
John  Wood,  William  C.  Lewis,  and  Mr. 
Lewis'  blacksmith  shop,  Mrs.  Timothy 
Cross'  residence,  the  large,  four-story 
wooden  building,  owned  by  Mrs.  C.  B. 
W^ilson,  Mr.  Zenas  Wood's  residence,  with 
out-buildings,  the  old  Miller  house,  owned 
by  Andrew  Murray.  On  Barre  street, 
south  side,  the  residence  and  out-buildings 
of  Mrs.  B.  M.  Clark,  Geo.  S.  Hubbard 
and  Carlos  L.  Smith,  and  a  tenement 
house  of  Mrs.  Clark.  Barre  street,  north 
side,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Hyde's  residence,  and 
brick  house  owned  by  James  R.  Langdon. 

Fifteen  business  firms  were  burned  out, 
one  livery  stable,  a  carriage-maker  and 
blacksmith,  and  forty  families.  The  bus- 
iness firn.s  were:  W.  A.  Boutelle,  milli- 
nery; R.  T.  Eastman,  carriage-maker: 
John  O.  Adams,  livery :  H.  C.  Webster, 
dry  goods;  I'^utnam  &.  Marvin,  W.  I. 
goods;  N.  P.  Brooks,  hardware:  D.  K. 
Bennet,  gunsmith  ;  N.  C.  Bacon,  auction 
store;  Barrows  &  l^eck,  stoves,  tin  and 
hardware;  Henry  Cobb,  marble  dealer; 
Geo..  M.  Scribner,  stoves  and  tin  ware; 
Hyde  &  Foster,  iron  and  heavy  hardware  ; 
J.  D.  Clogston,  tin  ware  ;  Philip  Preston, 
W.  I.  goods.  Families  burned  out  on 
Main  street,  west  side,  were:  J.  Bruce, 
H.  C.  W^ebster,  Fred.  W.  Morse,  E.  N. 
Hutchins,  A.  W.  Eagerly,  Geo.  S.  West,' 
Elisha  Walcott,  Mrs.  Harris,  Geo.  W. 
Parmenter,  Chas.  T.  Summers,  Oilman  D. 
Scribner,  Oliver  P.  Thompson  ;  Main,  east 
side,  C.  W.  Selinas,  Frank  Keyes,  Jerome 
J.  Pratt,  Mrs.  Glysson,  Zenas  Wood,  Mr. 
L  Lovely,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Gray,  Mrs.  Mary 
Lamb,  Miss  Selinas,  Mrs.  Dyer  Richard- 
son, Mrs.  Timothy  Cross,  Wm.  C.  Lewis, 
Mrs.  John  V/ood,  Philip  Preston,  3.1rs. 
Frederick  Marsh,  Carlos  W.  Norton  ;  Barre 
street,  south  side,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Clark,  Chas. 
T.  Thurston,  C.  M.  Pitkin,  Peter  Nathan, 


iMoses  Morey,  Joseph  Felix,  Mrs.  Aurelia 
AUard,  Carl  L.  Smith,  Hiram  B.  Wood- 
ward;  north  side,  Mrs.  R.  W^  Hyde,  and 
Col.  C.  B.  Wilson. 

The  flames  spread  so  rapidly,  and  the 
heat  being  so  intense,  very  little  time  was 
given  to  remove  the  goods  and  furniture 
from  the  burning  buildings.  Wliat  was 
removed  and  carried  into  the  street  was 
soon  burned.  Many  families  and  some 
business  men  lost  their  all,  the  total  loss 
being  about  $120,000,  with  an  insurance 
of  about  $75,000. 

Several  firemen  and  citizens  were  quite 
severely  burned  in  their  efforts  to  stay  the 
flames  and  in  saving  goods.  Many  build- 
ings in  various  parts  of  the  village  caught 
fire  from  the  falling  cinders,  and  with  great 
effort  were  extinguished.  The  light  of  the 
fn-e  was  seen  for  many  miles  in  towns 
about  us,  and  within  a  radius  of  twenty 
miles  it  v/as  as  light  as  day,  people  being 
awake  thinking  that  the  fire  was  that  of 
some  near  neighbor's  buildings.  In  the 
appeals  for  aid  sent  out,  Barre  and  North- 
field  each  responded  by  sending  fire  en- 
gines and  men,  and  at  dawn  the  fire  was 
under  control.  Daylight  presented  a  sad 
picture  from  the  State  street  bridge  to  the 
-Montpelier  and  Wells  River  depot,  and  as 
far  as  Joel  Foster's  house,  on  Barre  street, 
but  three  buildings  remaining  standing — 
T.  J.  Hubbard's  brick  and  wooden  build- 
ing^s  on  the  corner,  and  Carlos  Bancroft's 
brick  building  adjoining. 

Never  was  more  energy  displayed  than 
in  the  rebuilding  of  the  burned  districts, 
the  smoke  having  barely  cleared  away  when 
several  large  and  splendid  brick  blocks 
were  under  way  in  the  course  of  erection, 
some  of  them  occupied  within  four  months. 

l\Iay  25,  18S0,  the  Court  House  burned, 
leaving  only  the  outside  walls  standing; 
loss  $15,000.  It  had  been  remodeled  and 
enlarged  the  previous  year,  an  extension 
of  22  feet  having  been  added  in  the  rear, 
the  whole  costing  about  $ro,ooo.  All  the 
books  and  records  of  value  were  saved, 
the  only  loss  being  the  files  of  the  news- 
papers published  in  town  for  many  years 
j  back,  all  being  a  total  loss. 
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Jan.  6,  1S57,  the  State  House,  which  | 
was  being  '.varnied  up  on  the  eve  of  the  sep- 1 
tenary  Coiistitutiona!  Conrvention,  caught ' 
fire  from  the  furnace,  and  all  but  the  empty 
grai\itc  wnHs,  with  their  brick  linings,  was 
destroyed,  and  all  the  contents,  except  the 
li])rary,  which  was  got  out,  and  the  books 
and  papers  in  the  safe  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  oftice,  a  few  articles  of  furniture 
and  the  portrait  of  Washington,  was  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  ruins. 

BURNING  OF  THE  STATE  HOUSE. 
KV  JOSEPH  A.  WING,  KSQ. 

O'er  Montpeller,  beauteous  town, 

Tlir  shades  of  niffht  were  closiiiE:  down; 

The  lovely  nionn,  llio  qu«icu  of  nivlit, 

"Was  driviujr  on  lier  chariot  l)ri;-'ht; 

Aufl  star  on  star  tlieir  inauence  lent. 

Til!  glowed  with  fire  the  firnianitiit. 

Tlio  wind  was  blowing  high  and  stronir. 

And  swept  in  fearful  gusts  along-: 

The  pierchi!::  cold  had  cleared  the  streut 

Of  merry  toIc'  .^nd  husy  fi'et, — 

And  gathered  'round  the  cheerful  hearth. 

The  smilir.K  face,  the  social  mirth. 

Show'd  that  llie  uight  was  gaily  past. 

While  outward  howled  the  roaring  blast. 

What  Djeans  that  wild  and  startling  cry, 

To  which  Ihi  echoing  hills  reply? 

First  ff  ehle,  low,  and  faint  and  nuld  ; 

Then  loud,  and  terrilde  and  wild. 

Tis  fire!  liri':  tiiat  awful  sound'. 

Firel  lire:  lii  el  t!ie  h  lis  resound  I 

Now  rl.-ing  near— now  heard  afar. 

The  stillness  of  the  night  to  mar, 

Joiu'd  with  the  wind's  wihi  roaring,  hear 

The  cry  of  tire  hurst  on  the  earl 

Forth  fioni  the  hearU),  the  shop,  the  store. 

At  that  dread  sound,  the  myriads  pour— 

And,  gatheriiig  as  they  pass  along, 

Lc  ch  sti  eo'  and  alU\v  swells  the  throng. 

The  rfittling  engines  passing  by. 

The  roaring  wind,  the  laruni  cry. 

The  ringing  bells,  the  wild  alfright. 

Still  add  new  terrors  to  the  night. 

Sec  youder  grand  and  stately  pile. 
With  lofty  dome,  and  beauteous  atsle. 
Our  village  glory  and  our  pride. 
Whose  granite  walls  old  Time  defied; 
Her  halls  of  state,  her  works  of  art. 
Both  plea^e  the  eye,  and  charm  the  heart. 

The  moon's  pale  light  on  those  dark  walls 

Coldly  now  is  gleaming; 
But  in  her  proud  and  lolly  halls  . 

A  wilder  ligiit  Is  streaming. 
Now  gaily  dancing  to  and  fro. 
Now  upward  speeds  Its  fligiit— 
Seel  on  its  dome,  now  capped  with  snow. 
The  fl.ame  doth  spread  its  fearful  glow 
Of  purple  light. 

The  wind  rears  loud,  the  flames  flash  high, 
Leaping sr.d  dancing  to  the  sky; 

While  In  the  rooms  below. 
From  hall  to  hall  resistless  rushing, 
From  doors  and  windows  furious  gijshing — 

Oh  I  biaw  sublime  the  show  I  I 


Dark  clouds  of  smoke  spread  far  and  wide. 
And  balls  of  fire  on  every  side 

Fall  like  the  nutumu  hail; 
Before  the  fury  of  the  blast, 
The  rushing  flames,  that  spreail  so  fast. 

The  heart  of  man  may  quail. 

Ah,  man,  how  feeble  is  thy  power. 
In  that  dread  and  fearful  hour 

When  flames  are  flashing  free 
From  lofty  spires  and  windows  high. 
And  clouds  of  smoke  obscure  tlie  eky. 
As  onward,  on,  the  flames  rush  by 

In  wildest  revelry  I 

Roar  on,  fierce  flame;  beneath  thy  power 
The  v.-orks  of  years,  in  one  short  hour, 

Are  swept  from  earth  aM  ay; 
And  nought  is  left  of  all  their  pride. 
But  ashes,  scattered  far  and  wide. 
And  crumbling  walls,  with  smoke  dark -dyed. 

Spread  out  In  disaf  ray. 

That  lofiy  pile,  one  hour  ago.— 

Tiie  State's  just  pride,  the  Nation's  show, 

Capp'd  with  its  bright  and  virgin  snow,— 

In  beauty  shone : 
Tlie  next,  u  mass  of  ruined  walls. 
Of  columnL  broke,  and  burning  halls,— 

■fts  beauty  flown. 


FLOODS. 

From  incontestible  indications,  it  ap- 
pears the  water  in  the  unprecedented  rise 
of  the  Winooski  in  the  flood  of  1785,  rose 
some  three  or  four  feet  higher  than  the 
highest  parts  of  State  street.  This  would 
have  submerged  nearly  every  acre  of  the 
whole  of  the  present  site  of  Montpelicr 
village  from  one  to  a  dozen  feet,  from  the 
rise  of  the  hills  on  one  side  to  that  of  the 
corresponding  ones  on  the  other  side. 

Floods  filling  the  chaiuiels  of  the  river 
and  branch  to  the  tops  of  their  banks,  with 
overflows  in  all  the  lower  places,  were  of 
almost  yearly  occurrence  during  the  first 
20  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town. 
But  the  first  one  that  fairly  overflowed  the 
banks  and  came  into  the  streets  to  much 
extent,  occurred,  as-  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  in  the  summer  about 
18 10,  the  water  submerging  all  the  lower 
parts  of  Main  and  State  streets,  bursting 
over  the  western  bank  of  the  branch  just 
above  State  street  bridge,  tearing  out  the 
earth  near  the  bridge,  rendering  the  street 
nearly  impassible  for  wagons,  and  leaving, 
on  the  subsiding  of  the  flood,  a  pond  hole 
6  or  8  feet  deep  and  20  wide,  extending  to 
the  border  of  the  street.  Into  this  hole 
one  of  the  lawyers  blundered  on  a  dark 
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night  some  time  altcrwards,  as  we  recollect  I  the  banks  very  generally  carried  down 
from  the  circumstance  that  the  wags  of  |  stream.  The  office  of  the  writer  of  these 
the  village  dubbed  him  for  the  time,  pages  was  then  in  Langdon's  great  brick 
•Walk-in-the-Water,"  in  allusion  to  the  building  on  the  corner.    His  boarding- 


nanie  of  ilie  Indian  chief,  who,  about  the 
same  thn't-,  had  in  some  way  become  known 
to  the  public. 

In  this  hole  was  subsequently  drowned, 
from  falling  in  during  a  dark  evening, 
Car\er  Shurtleff.  a  little  man  with  a  big 
voice,  noted  for  expcrtness  in  tlax-dressing 
and  his  propensity  for  trading  in  dogs. 

March  24,  25,  1826,  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  river,  an  unusually  high  spring  flood 
swept  away  tiie  old  trestle-bridge  lead- 
ing across  the  river  to  Berlin,  and  car- 
ried off  the  grist  mill  of  James  H.  Lang- 
don,  on  the  Berlin  side.  This  flood  oc- 
curred in  the  night,  and  was  entirely 
unevj-ir-^rted.  Probably  less  than  a  dozen 
people  witnessed  it,  and  can  testify  to  the 
peril  in  which  many  families  were  placed. 
As  the  ice  broke  up  above  Langdon's  mill, 
it  formed  a  dam  upon  the  bridge  and  piers, 
and  almost  the  entire  river  was  turned 
through  what  is  now  Barre  street  and  the 
lower  part  of  Main  street,  in  a  body  like  a 
wall  or  large  wave.  My  informant  saw  it 
coming  near  the  Shepard  tavern,  was 
forced  to  run  with  all  speed,  and  found  no 
refuge  until  he  reached  the  portico  of  the 
Union  House.  Fortunately  this  change  in 
the  course  of  tb.e  river  lasted  but  a  few 
minutes,  Cise  many  houses  would  have 
been  swept  off.  The  bridge  gave  way, 
and  with  it  the  dam,  taking  a  part  of  one 
of  the  paper  mills  and  the  river  wall  of 
Langdon's  grist  mill,  and  on  the  following 
day  the  grist  mill  fell  into  the  stream. 

Sept.  1828,  occuried  the  first  of  what 
are  called  the  two  great  floods  at  Mont- 
pelier  village.  After  nearly  three  days  of 
almost  continued  rain,  which  grew  more 
copious  every  day,  and  ended  with  an  ex- 
cessively heavy  and  prolonged  shower  on 
the  night  of  the  4th,  the  water  rose  4  or  5 
feet  higher  than  had  been  known  since  the 
town  was  settled,  and  nearly  the  whole 
village,  cellars,  streets  and  ground  floors 
were  inundated.  Two  bridges  and  a  barn, 
on  the  North  Branch,  v.ere  swept  away, 
and  fences,  wood-piles  and  lumber  along 


place  was  at  W.  W.  Cadwell's,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  street,  and  a  pretty  cor- 
rect idea  of  the  depth  of  the  water  may  be 
had  in  the  fact,  which  we  distinctly  re- 
member, that  at  noon,  when  the  water  had 
attained  its  height,  Mr.  Cadwell  came  for 
us  in  a  skiff,  and  running  it  into  the  entry- 
way  leading  to  the  offices  on  the  second 
floor,  took  us  in  from  the  third  stair,  and 
rowing  us  across  the  street  and  into  the 
front  hall,  landed  us  on  the  fourth  stair 
leading  to  the  chambers  of  his  own  house, 
where  the  cooking  for  the  family  on  that 
day  could  only  be  done. 

The  second,  and  still  greater,  of  these 
floods,  was  July  29,  1830,  when  the  water 
rose  full  6  inches  higher  than  in  the  last, 
and  ran  over  the  window-sills  and  into  the 
lower  rooms  of  several  houses  around  the 
luad  of  State  street.  The  two  lower 
bridges  over  the  Branch  were  again  swe})t 
away.  The  office  building  of  Joshua  Y. 
Vail,  on  State  street,  was  floated  ofl",  and 
lodged  in  a  low  branching  tree  near  the 
old  Episcopal  church,  from  which  it 
was  afterwards  lowered  down,  and  drawn 
back  to  its  old  stand.  Two  other  small 
buildings,  standing  near  the  bank  of  the 
Branch,  were  carried  down  stream,  and 
wholly  broken  up  in  the  rapids  below  the 
village.  Much  damage  was  occasioned  by 
this  great  flood,  but  it  was  marked  by  the 
still  greater  calamity  of  the  loss  of  life. 
^Nathaniel  Bancroft,  of  Calais,  a  middle- 
aged  farfner  of  considerable  property,  was 
drowned.  We  then  resided  near  the  east- 
erly end  of  Main  street,  on  the  swell  where 
Carlos  Bancroft  now  lives.  Towards  noon, 
at  the  height  of  the  water,  ve  threw  to- 
gether a  few  plank  in  the  edge  of  the  water 
which  came  to  the  foot  of  that  rise,  about 
10  rods  from  the  Looniis  house,  near  the 
residence  of  Dr.  Charles  Clark,  mounted 
our  rude  raft  with  a  setting  pole,  and 
sailed  through  the  entire  length  of  Main 
street  to  the  end  of  the  Arch  Bridge  over 
the  river.  When  about  midway  on  the 
voyage,  Mr.  Bancroft,  with  one  or  two 
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others  from  the  same  quarter,  who  had 
come  down  to  see  the  flood,  rushed  past 
us  on  the  sidewalk,  which  was  covered  with 
less  depth  of  water,  all  evidently  much  ex- 
cited !.'_)•  the  novelties  of  the  scene,  and, 
regardless  of  a  wettl^iig,  making  their  way 
throu,;;h  the  water  as  fost  as  possible 
toward  the  corner,  where  the  greatest 
damage  was  'expected  to  occur.  As  we 
were  nearing  the  old  Shepard  tavern  stand, 
a  pile  of  wood  at  the  north-easterly  end  of 
the  barn  began  to  rise,  tumble  and  float 
away  in  the  strong,  deep  current,  which 
here  made  from  the  strett  through  by  the 
way  of  the  barn  towards  the  confluence  of 
the  branch  and  the  river.  At  this  junc- 
ture, the  luckless  Bancroft,  who  had  just 
reached  a  dry  place  before  the  barn  door, 
and  stood  eating  a  cracker,  rushed  down 
into  th*^  water  with  the  idea  of  saving 
some  of  the  wood,  and  n'H  being  avNarc 
how  rapidly  the  ground  fell  off  here,  was 
in  a  moment  beyond  his  depth,  and  sunk 
to  rise  no  more.  When  his  body  was  re- 
covered, 20  or  30  minutes  afterwards,  his 
mouth  was  found  full  of  half-masticated 
cracker,  life  gone  beyond  all  the  arts  of 
resuscitation.  It  is  probable  he  was  stran- 
gled at  the  outset,  and,  as  others  have 
been  known  to  do,  died  almost  instantly. 

There  have  been  numerous  partial  over- 
flows of  the  streets  at  various  times,  filling 
up  grocer}  and  other  cellars,  and  doing 
injuries  to  bridges,  mills  and  other  build- 
ings, by  sudden  winter  floods  and  the  con- 
sequent breaking  up  and  damming  of  the 
ice  in  the  streams,  within,  above  and  below 
the  village.  Among  these  was  one  that 
suddenly  occurred  in  February,  1825,  in 
the  middle  of  a  night  preceded  by  a  re- 
markably warm  and  heavy  rain.  There 
was  a  ball  at  the  Union  House  that  night, 
and  as  John  Pollard,  ol  Barre,  with  his 
sisters  and  others,  were  returning  from 
the  ball,  their  team  became  completely 
imprisoned  on  a  little  knoll  in  a  road 
about  a  mile  above  the  village,  by  mons- 
trous blocks  of  the  disrupting  ice  of  the 
river,  which  were  being  driven  with  amaz- 
ing force  into  the  road  immediately  above 
and  below.  The  party  escaped  to  the 
hills,  and  the  ladies  waded  through  the 


snow,  two  feet  deep,  to  a  house  half  a  mile 
distant,  while  the  team  was  not  extracted 
till  the.  next  morning.  Another  sudden 
breaking  up  of  the  ice  occurred  in  January, 
1840,  in  the  evening,  after  a  warm,  rainy 
afternoon.  The  ice,  broken  up  in  the 
river  above,  was,  under  the  impetus  of  the 
rising  water  and  a  strong  south  wind, 
driven  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
mill  pond,  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  in  about 
ro  minutes.  It  was  suddenly  brought  to 
a  stand  at  the  narrowing  of  the  channel  at 
the  Arch  Bridge,  when  half  the  whole 
river  was  thrown  over  all  the  lower  part  of 
Barre  street,  and  for  a  short  time  all  the 
buildings  on  that  part  of  the  street  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  swept  away. 
Before  much  damage  was  done,  however, 
Mr.  Langdon's  mill  dam  was  crushed 
dov/n  and  forced  away  beneath  the  tre- 
mendous pressure  of  the  ice  above,  when 
the  river  at  once  fell  back  into  its  ordi- 
nary channel. 

Of  the  several  great  floods  that  have  oc- 
cured  in  town  that  of  Oct.  4,  1869,  was  the 
greatest  of  them  all.  On  Saturday  even- 
ing, Oct.  2,  a  severe  rain  storm  set  in,  and 
continued  to  pour  with  scarcely  a  moment's 
interruption  until  the  middle  of  Mon- 
day afternoon.  The  river  banks  began  to 
overflow  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
on  Monday.  About  this  time  the  Sand 
Bottom  bridge  across  the  Branch  abo\-e 
the  dam  was  carried  away.  It  passed  the 
Foundry  bridge  without  doing  any  dam- 
age, but  the  Academy  bridge  was  carried 
off"  when  this  one  stmck  it.  The  Union 
House  bridge  also  gave  away  when  struck 
by  these.  As  these  neared  the  Post-office 
bridge  great  alarm  was  felt  for  the  safety 
of  the  Rialto  block.  Fortunately  the  build- 
ing was  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  con- 
cussion received  from  the.n  when  they 
struck  the  bridge.  The  only  damage  done 
was  the  raising  up  of  the  upper  side  of  the 
bridge  several  feet.  The  water  continued 
to  rise  very  rapidly  until  about  6.30  P.  M., 
wlien  it  was  at  its  greatest  height,  remain- 
ing at  this  point  until  about  8  o'clock, 
wh.en  it  began  to  fall.  At  5  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning  the  streets  were  again 
passable.    The  depth  of  the  water  in  the 
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streets  and  around  the  village,  except  on 
the  high  lands,  when  at  its  greatest  height, 
was  from  two  to  six  feet,  our  streets  in 
numy  parts  of  the  village  having  been 
nii.scd  v.-^-  froMi  one*  to  two  feet  since  that 
time.  At  the  head  of  Stale  street  and  on 
Main  it  was  aboui  three  and  a  half  feet, 
down  State  street  below  the  Post-office 
bridge  from  five  to  six  feet.  In  the  bar 
room  of  the  American  house  the  water 
was  some  two  and  a  half  feet  in  depth,  it 
being  over  the  top  of  the  cook  stove  in  the 
kitchen.  Many  ludicrous  scenes  were 
witnessed  in  th.e  attenipis  to  save  swine, 
cattle  and  horses.  A  large  number  of 
hogs  under  the  barns  at  the  American 
house  were  first  removed  into  the  bar 
room  and  then  carried  to  the  chambers 
above.  The  Washington  County  court 
being  in  .'-.es^ion  at  tlie  time,  the  court 
officials,  lawyers,  jurymen,  etc.,  were  con- 
veyed to  th^tir  boarding  places  in  a  boat  by 
Mr.  James  R.  Langdon,  the  boat  rowing 
into  the  eourt  liouse  yard,  and  taking  them 
from  the  steps.  Among  those  who  had 
narrow  escapes  from  drowning  were  Mr. 
James  G.  Slafter  of  this  town,  and  Mr. 
Tucker  of  Northfield,  who  in  attempting 
to  get  from  the  depot  to  the  Pa\ilion,  got 
on  to  Mr.  Dewey's  hay  scales,  which  were 
floating  down  the  street.  Failing  to  man- 
age their  unwieldly  bark,  they  were  carried 
down  the  street  as  they  were,  being  drawn 
into  the  cunent,  but  saved  themselves  by 
catching  the  limbs  of  the  trees  near  where 
Mr.  Badord  now  lives,  from  which  they 
were  saved  by  a  boat. 

A  very  laughable  scene  was  that  of  a  boat 
load  being  conveyed  from  the  court  house 
to  the  Pavilion.  When  opposite  that  ho- 
tel, the  boat  struck  the  top  of  a  hitching 
post  as  it  was  passing  over  it,  and  cap- 
sized. They  all  scrambled  to  their  feet 
and  waded  into  this  hotel.  At  6  o'clock, 
the  Railroad  bridge  was  carried  oft.  It 
floated  down  stream  whole,  taking  one  of 
the  large  trees  off  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
just  below  E.  P.  Jewett's.  In  striking  the 
center  pier  of  the  raih-oad  bridge  at  Jev,  ett 
crossing,  it  swung  around  into  the  field  on 
the  north  side,  and  there  remained  until 
taken  to  pieces  and  brought  back.    A  very 


i  large  amount  of  loss  was  caused  by  the 
I  damage  to  the  carpets  and  furniture  in  the 
j  residences  and  to  the  goods  in  the  stores, 
!  sufficient  time  not  being  given  for  their  re- 
,  m.oval.  A  large  amount  of  wood  was  lost 
I  by  floating  away,  cords  of  it  passing  down 
I  through  the  streets.  The  town  suffered 
j  loss  to  the  extent  of  several  thousand  dol- 
!  lars  by  the  loss  of  bridges,  and  nearly  all 
I  of  the  plank  street  crossings  flowing  auay. 
j  The  brick  side  walks  in  town  were  ruined, 
j  the  sand  being  waslied  out  from  under 
'  them,  and  the  bricks  being  piled'  in  heaps 
j  about.  There  was  no  loss  of  life.  All  of 
J  the  boats  that  were  to  be  had  were  made 
I  available  by  the  removing  of  goods  and 
I  persons  to  places  .  of  safety.  The  water 
I  was  estimated  to  be  about  18  inches  higher 
'  than  it  was  in  1830. 

I  [NoTK. — The  record  of  the  fires,  acci- 
j  dents,  crimes,  and  floods,  occurring  pre- 
•  vious  to  i860,  we  take  from  Thompson's 
j  Plistory  of  Montpelier.]  b. 

j  lli:\'(JLUTIOXAKV  SOLDIERS, 

I  who  li\ed  and  died  in  this  town  : 
I  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  aged  75.  Eliakim  D. 
I  Persons,  died  in  1846,  aged  81.  Estis 
i  Hatch,  died  in  1834,  aged  86.  Luther 
I  King,  died  in  1842,  aged  yS.  Aaron  Gris- 
}  wold,  died  in  1847,  aged  95.  Ziba  Wood- 
j  worth,  died  in  1826,  aged  66,  and  his  broth- 
j  er,  Joseph  Woodworth,  tlie  date  of  whose 
j  death  is  unknown. 

I     Some  16  other  early  settlers  of  this  town 
j  were  also  Revolutionary  soldiers,  but  lived 
'  in  that  part  of  the  tow  n  now  P2ast  Mont- 
pelier.   Doubtless  there  were  others  who 
resided  here,  but  I  am  unable  to  learn 
their  names. 

For  Soldiers  of  1812,  see  page  298. 

.MEXICAN  WAR. 

Four  soldiers  enlisted  from  this  town, 
and  served  through  the  war,  nearl}  two 
years,  in  the  9th  reg't  U.S.  vols. : — Rich- 
ard Dodge,  Daniel  Cutler,  Luman  Grout, 
William  Guinan.  Cutler  left  the  regiment 
lA  Alexico,  and  never  returned.  Dodge, 
Grout  and  Guinan  served  through  the  Re- 
bellion, (kiinan  died  a  few  years  ago, 
and  Dod<'e  and  Grout  are  now  both  livinji; 
in  town. 
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Compiled  mainly  fro\w  the  Adjutant  General's  Reports,  from  1S64  to  1872,  inclusive, 

BY  CHAS.  DE  l".  BANCIiOKT. 


FIRST  RLGIMENr  OF  INFANTRY.     THREE  MONTHS. 


Kuxton,  John  H. 
Coffey,  Robert  J. 
Goodwin,  Royal  K. 
Gove,  Freeman  R. 
NeYCornb,  George  \\ 
Webster,  Oscar  N. 


Mustered  into  service,  May     1S61.    Mustered  out  August  15,  1861, 

Cf.  Co.  EnlisttueiU.  Remarks. 

iS  F  Mustered  out  Aug.  15,  61, 

19  F  do 

22  V  do 

27  F  do 

[S  K  do 

26  F  do 


SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANJRY.     THREE  YEARS. 


Mustered  into  service,  June  20,  1S61. 


Allen,  Andrew  II. 
Ballon,  Horace  C. 
Bsllou,  Jerome  E. 
Barrett,  John 
Bennett,  Amos  N. 
*Browr.,  Harvev  W. 
Biyant,  Elinhakt  E. 
tBryani,  James  G. 
Burgin,  Patrick 
biiriiiiaiii,  Wiiiiaiu  T. 
Camp,  William  H. 
Clark,  Charl;s 
Clark,  Dayton  P. 
Cassavaint,  Thomas  L. 
Contan'-,  Augustus 
Grossman,  Horace  F. 
Dodse,  Richard  S. 
Field.  William  C. 
Fitzgerald,  Timothy 
Ford,  Abraham 
Gravlin,  John 
Goodrich,  Victor 
Goron,  Joseph  X. 
Guinan,  William 
Guinan,  PZdmund 
Gunnison,  Eri  S. 
Guyctte,  C;'Til  G. 
Harran,  Se  den  B. 
Harran,  Ira  L. 
Hogan,  Dennis 
Jabouzie,  Charles 
Kelton,  John  A. 
La  Monte,  Robert 
I^apierre,  Nelson 
Loomis,  ElverLon 
Macon,  Alfred 
tMahoiiey,  Sylvester  D. 
Maloney,  Thomas 
McCaully,  Thomas 
McNamara,  John 
Minouge,  William 
tNoyes,  Wallace  W. 
Neveaii.v,  Seraphine 
Parker,  Jared 
Perrin,  Julius 
Persons,  Piynne  C 
Phillips,  Walter  A. 
Quinn.  John 
Randall,  Francis  V. 
Rodney,  Lesvis- 
Rose,  Peter 
Rose,  Wii'iani 
Sauciers,  Joseph  A. 


18 

21 
20 
41 
30 
10 
21 
23 
30 

43 
21 


3S 
-3 

iO 


20 
24 
24 
24 


0/ 
.39 
iS 
26 


20 
26 

20 
21 

^9 
-3 
-5 

21 


D  May    7  61 

F  do 

F  do 

B  Mar.  20  62 

F  Mav  1 1  61 

F  May  17  61 

K  Mav  16  61 

B  Aug.   4  63 

D  July  3062 

II  May  23  61 

F  May    7  Ci 

H  June    7  61 

F  May    7  61 

II  Aug.  20  Ci 

F  June    9  61 
Aug  20  61 


I)    May    7  61 


do 

Aug  23  61 
June  16  61 


E    Mar  2063 
May    7  -61 
Aug  16  62 
Mav    7  61 
'do 
do 
do 
do 


1^    June  661 


Aug  20  61 
V  Dec  29  62 
F  May  7  61 
D  June  15  61 
Mar  1  62 
May  7,  61 
May  20  61 
July  27  63 
Aug  II  61 
May  7  61 
Aug  20  61 
do 

July  21  63 
Mar   1 1  62 
May    7  61 
do 

July  21  61 
May  7  61 
Mav  25  61 

'do 
Mar  29  62 
H    Mav  16  61 
F    Feb   18  62 
F    May    7  61 


Mar.  3,  63. 
65- 


Died  July  26,  61. 
Mustered  out  June  29,  6.^. 
Sergt.    Discharged  Feb.  23,  63. 
Mustered  out  March  25,  65. 
Pro.  Corp.  Killed  at  Fredericsb'gh, 
Re-enlisted.  Mustered  out  July  17, 
Discharged  Nov.  23,  6i. 
Mustered  out  July  J 6,  G5. 
Killed  at  P-ank's  Ford,  May  3,  63. 
Capt.    Resigned  Oct.  25,  61. 
Scrgt.    Mustered  out  June  20,  64. 
Discharged  March  6,  62. 

Rec'd  prom,  to  Caj)t.    Must,  out  June  29,  64. 

Prom.  .Serg.  Re-enlist.  Must,  out  July  15,  65. 

Dis.  Jan.  23,  63.  Sub.  July,  63.  do. 

Pro.  Capt.    Hon.  dis.  Oct.  30,  63,  for  wds.  rec. 

Discharged  March  29,  63. 

Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 

Re-enli>ted  Dec.  21,  63.  Deserted  Feb.  11,  64. 

Sergt,    Discharged  Nov.  20,  63. 

Mustered  out  July  it;,  65. 

Killed  at  BuW  Run,  July  21,  61. 

Prom.  Serg.    Mustered  out  July  15,  65. 

Sergt.    Discharged  Se})t.  21,  6i. 

Discharged  July  25,  63. 

Corp.    Mustered  out  June  20,  64. 

Pro.  Com.  Serg.  Re-en.  Must,  out  July  16,  65. 

Died  Nov.  14,  61. 

Deserted  Sept.  15,  63. 

Discharged  Sept.  29,  63. 

Discharged  july  iS,  63. 

Discharged  Nov.  27,  62. 

Mustered  out  June  23,  64. 

Discharged  March  8,  G3. 

Discharged  Sept.  13,  62,  for  vvouads  received. 

Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 

Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 

Mustered  out  Sept.  12,  64.  ' 

Pro.  Sergt,  Re-en.  Mustered  out  July  16,  65. 

Deserted  July  20,  62. 

Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  5,  64. 

Received  wounds.  Mustered  out  Aug.,  05. 

Pro.  Corp.    Mustered  out  July  11,  65. 

Transferred  to  Invalid  Cor[)s,  Sept.  i,  63. 

Discharged  Nov,  7,  61. 

Discharged  Sept.,  61. 

1st  Lieutenant.  Discharged  Dec.  31,  61. 

Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 

Capt.    Pro.  Col.  13th  Reg't  Sept.  24,  62. 

Mustered  out  April  24,  65. 

Discharged  Feb.  16,  63. 

Pro.  Corp.  Mustered  out  July  I  c,  65. 

Re-enlisted.    Mustered  out  July  15,  63. 


MOXTPiCLIER. 


343 


Co. 

CI         T  ""tT 

S  liani  uCtiu ,  I*  ran  CIS 

41 

Mir  ^, 

JSli'.)rcv>  ^-#lscI^^_* 

-4 

Stc.iiiis,  I'Aiish  L.. 

1 0 

r 

v.'C  I     I  0  01 

Stearns,  M'iiirv 

39 

r 

J) 

l-)oc  63 

p 

May    7  6 1 

TuvK'T,  Kcnjaniin 

-3 

r 

cio 

1  own,  Josiah  1^. 

2 1 

r 

CIO 

Wade,  Charles,  jr. 

F 

do 

White,  George.  A. 

20 

F 

Aug  20  61 

Wright,  Edwin  N. 

27 

F 

May    7  61 

*Burke,  John,  jr.  18 

Divine,  Patrick  iS 

Dudley,  David  25 

Franklin,  Roswell  45 

l^Hiindry,  Joseph  23 

Doom  is,  \'ernon  L.  18 

Mason,  William  R.  2S 
*.McDaughi;n,  Charles 

McManus,  James  W.  j.-, 

Rose,  Frank  33 

Severance,  George  S.  19 


REGIMENT  OF 

Mustered  into 
K    Feb  T3 
K 
K 


July  10 
do 

H    June  I 
K  do 
}l  do 
June.  3 


61 
64 
63 

H  June  I  6[ 
I     July     5  61 


:o    K  Jan 
K  Aui 


Mustered  out  June  25,  65. 
Pro.  Corp.  Killed  at  Spottsylvaniu,  May  12, 64. 
Mustered  out  Oct.  12,  64. 
Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 
Killed  at  Wilderness,  May  4,  64. 
Discharged  Oct.  25,  61. 
Died  June  28,  62. 
Mustered  out  June  29,  64. 
Discharged  Dec.  4,  62.  [Fredcricksburgh. 
Re-en.  Died  May  12,  64,  of  wounds  rccei'd  at 
I  )ischarged  July  24,  62. 

INFANTRY.     THREE  YEARS. 

service,  July  16,  1S61. 

64    Musteied  out  Julv  il,  65. 

61    Killed  at  Lee's  Mills,  April  16,  62. 

Re-enlisted.    Mustered  out  July  n,  65. 
61    Died  Dec.  16,  63. 

Re-enlisted.    Mustered  out  Julv  11,  65. 
Died  Feb.  6,  63. 
Mustcied  out  July  27,  64. 
Discharged  August,  65,  for  wounds  received. 
Killed  at  Spott^vlvania,  May  12,  64. 
Discharged  March  10,  63. 
Re-enlisted.    Discharged  Sept,  5,  66. 


FOURTH  REGIMENT  OI-   INFANTRY.     TliKl^E  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service,  Sept.  20,  18O1. 
Aikens,  Joseph  P.  24    D    Aug  2861    Re-en.    Pro.  to  Capt.    lion,  dis.  Mai  ch  S,  655 

for  wounds  received.  [J^^'y  ^  5>  65. 

Pro.  1st  Lt.    Re-en.    Takeii  pris.    Alust.  out 
Pro.  Sergt.    Mustered  out  Sept.  30,  64. 
Discharged  March  9,  64. 
Died  in  Andersonville  prison,  October,  64. 
Discharged  May  9,  64. 
Discharged  Feb.  8,  6.^. 
Killed  at  Fredcricksburgh,  Sept.  19,  62. 
Died  Feb.  26,  64,  of  wounds  received. 
Discharged  March  9,  63. 
iJied  Oct.  5,  62,  of  wounds  received. 
Pro.  Corp.    Must,  out  Sept.  30,  64. 
Pro.  Corp.    Must,  out  July  13,  65. 


Chatuberlain,  Russell  T 
Coffey,  Robert  J. 
Davis,  Frank 
tGilnian,  Sidney  A. 
Gove,  Freeman  R. 
*Goodwin,  Lucius  J. 
Kent,  Hermon  O. 
Ladue,  Joseph  * 
Mailhote,  Leonard  H. 
Mailhote,  Victor  W. 
Sillowav,  Ilenrv  F. 
*Silloway,  Charles  P. 
Smith,  Levi 


24 

D 

Aug 

28  61 

19 

G 

Aug 

27  61 

19 

K 

Sept 

561 

21 

K 

Aug 

1663 

3^ 

G 

July 

24  63 

-7 

K 

Sept 

7C1 

17 

G 

Mar 

17  62 

19 

G 

Sept 

2  61 

19 

G 

Sept 

9  6r 

20 

G 

Sept 

2461 

20 

G 

Sept 

19  61 

18 

G 

A  ug 

24  61 

19 

G 

Mar 

3  62 

41 

K 

Aug 

13  62 

Died  March  12,  6: 


FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  INF.A.NTRY.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  Sept.  16,  1S6 


Bickford,  Frederick  T. 
Dodge,  William 
P'uller,  George  H. 
Goodwin,  David 
Goodwin,  Royal  R. 
Gray,  Ira  S. 
Hoyt,  Orlena 
Haw  ley,  Amos  B. 
Rice,  James 
Spalding,  Charles  C. 


Band  Aug  29  61 
Sept  3  61 
Aug  29  61 

"do 
Sept  16  61 
Sept  5  61 
July  18  62 
Sept  20  61 
Band  Aug  24  6: 
D    Sept  16  61 


do 
do 
do 
A 
D 
1) 
D 


Discharged  April  II,  62. 
do 
do 
do 

Discharged  Jan.  19,  63. 
Killed  at  Savage  Station,  June  29,62. 
Discharged  March  4,  63. 
Pro.  Sergt.    Mustered  out  Sept.  I5,>64. 


Leader. 
1st  Lieut. 


Discharged  April  11,  62 
Hon.  dis.  for  disabil.  Oct. 


ID,  62 


"tAinsworth,  James  S. 
iCampbell,  Alex.  jr. 
Chandler,  Charles  M 
Clark,  John  W^ 

Hatch,  George 
tHorr,  John  P. 
Jolmson,  Frank 
Lord,  Nathan,  jr. 
tLewis,  Frank  L. 
Ormsbee,  George  W. 
Phelps,  John  D. 


SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service,  Oct.  15,  1861. 

Mustered  out  June  26,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  25,  65. 
Surgeon.    Resigned  Oct.  7,  63. 
Q.  M.    Pro.  Capt.  &  Ass't  Q.  M.  U.  S.  Vols., 

[Apiil  7,  64.    Resigned  Dec.  7,  64. 
Q.  M.    Pro.  1st  Lieut.    Must,  out  Oct.  28,  64. 
Killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  64. 
Pro.  Sergt.    Re-en.    Must,  out  July  19,  65. 
Colonel.    Resigned  Dec.  18,  62, 
Mustered  out  June  26,  65. 
Re-enlisted.    Mustered  out  June  26,  65, 
Discharged  Dec.  31,  63. 


20 

H 

Julv 

20  65 

27 

K 

July 

63' 

34 

Oct 

29  61 

33 

Oct 

14  61 

29 

Oct 

1 5  61 

F 

July 

22  63 

18 

H 

Aug 

4  61 

30 

Sept 

16  61 

21 

H 

July 

iS  63 

18 

H 

Aug 

4  61 

30 

B 

Aug 

9  61 

I 

I 
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Raymond,  Levi 
Stone,  Adoiiii  am  J. 
Stone,  Henry  C. 
tSpaiilding,  job  a  P. 
tSprague,  Frederic  W 
White,  Henry 
tWillev,  Noinian 
jWille'v,  William  11. 


Co. 

Kniisi  iiKMil 

-  / 

H 

A  n  f   \  i  fil 

iS 

H 

Aug  1 1  6i 

If 

do 

-3 

II 

Tulv  ''I  Cii 

A 

July  13  63 

1 8 

F 

Oct     3  61 

2  I 

J3 

July  31  63 

28 

B 

July  1563 

Kcmurks. 

Pro.  Cor[).    Re-en.    Muster,  out  June  26,  65. 
nischarged  March  10,  02. 
Discharged  Oct.  30,  62., 
Mustered  out  June  26,  6v 
Killed  in  action,  June  5,  64. 
Discharged  Nov.  3,  62. 
NTustered  out  June  26,  65. 
do 


SEVENTH   kF.OTMENT  OF  INFANTKV.     THREE  YEARS. 


Fowler,  Ixvi  D.  iS 

*Goodvvin,  Lucius  J.  iS 

Kent,  Lorenzo  E.  '  20 

Storrs,  Charles  VV.  21 


Mustered  into  service  Feb.  12,  1S62, 

Re-enlisted.    Mustered  out  May  rS,  65, 
Taken  prisoner.    Mustered  out  May  18,  65. 
Pro.  Sergt.    Re-en.    Mustered  out  May  4,  66. 


Dec 
Oct 
Jan 
July 


n  61 
18  64 
20  62 
--3  63 


Died  Apr  15,  65,  of  wds  reed  at  Spanish  Fort, 


Abbott,  Henry  C. 
Brown,  Edward  >L 
Dewey,  Edward 

Foster,  Isaac  G. 
Getchell,  John  W'. 
Jones,  Alonzo 
Nichols,  Roswell  S. 
Sinclair,  Hiram  D. 
Smith,  Fred.  E. 
Thayer,  James  E. 
Webster,  Oscar  N. 


Brown,  Stephen 
Jacobs,  Don  L. 
McManus.  Patrick 
Plant,  Charles 
Preston,  Asa  L. 
Smith,  Otis  B. 
*Seymour,  Isaac 
Sylvester,  Frank 


Ayer,  Albert  J. 
Bailey,  Gustave 
Bovar,  Peter 
Bradley,  Henry  M. 
Brooks,  Robert 
Brown,  George  G. 
Burgess,  Charles 
Burke,  John 
Carr,  janves  M. 
Cayhue,  Tuffield,  Jr. 
Coburn,  Curtis  A. 
Edson,  John  H. 
Glysson,  Andrew  J. 
Greele}',  Allen 
Hubbard,  George  J. 
Hall,  I^wis  A. 
Kennedy,  Felix 
Pierce,  Hiram  M. 
Selinas,  Julius 
Smith,  Hiram  S. 
Smith,  John  G. 
Stetson,  Ezra 
Stickney,  Edward  J. 
Storrs,  Gilman 
Waldron,  P^zekiel  S. 
Wood,  Joseph  Jr. 


30 

C 

Nov 

1963 

AO 

Jan 

962 

34 

Jan 

12  64 

43 

E 

Jan 

462 

26 

E 

Dec 

10  61 

44 

E 

Jan 

662 

41 

Nov 

30  61 

44 

Sept 

28  61 

il 

35 

E 

Oct 

I  61 

27 

I 

Dec 

361 

44 

I 

June 

2562 

-5 

I 

May 

3162 

44 

G 

Tune 

562 

21 

1 

"May 

26  62 

20 

I 

June 

1662 

iS 

I 

June 

23  62 

44 

I 

do 

21 

I 

May 

29  62 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service,  Feb.  i8,  1S62. 

Pro.  1st  Lieutenant  in  2d  La.  Regiment, 
Li'^'ut.  (.'oloncl.    Resigned  Dec.  23,  63. 
Q.  M.'  Pro.  Capt.  &  Asst.  Q.  M.  U.  S.  Vols., 

Feb.  II,  65.    Res.  May  29,  65. 
I3i>ch^irged  Oct.  12,  63. 
Re-enlisted.   Mustered  out  June  28,  65. 
Discharged  Oct.  16,  62. 
Discb.arged  June  30,  62. 
Discharged  Jan.  4,  63. 
Q.  M.    R.esigned  Nov.  30,  63. 
Scrgt.  Killed  at  Bayou  des  Allems,  Sept.  4,  62. 
Discharged  Oct.  15,  62. 

NINTH  REGIMENT  OF  INrANTRV.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  July  9,  1S62. 

Discharged  March  14,  63. 
Mustered  out  July  8,  65. 
Disciiarged  Nov.  15,  62. 
Deserted  July  30,  62.  « 
Discharged  July  5,  65. 
Discharged  Nov.  3,  62. 
Discharged  Feb.  20,  63. 
Discharged  Dec.  i,  62. 

TENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  Sept.  i,  1S62. 

Died  Sept.  16,  6,. 
Discharged  Nov.  3,  62. 
Deserted  June  19,  64. 
Discharged  Mar.  5,  63. 
Died  in  Dan\ille  Prison,  Dec.  23,  64. 
Promoted  Corporal.    Must  out  June  22,  65. 
Discharged  Sept.  17,  63. 
Died  at  Brandy  Station, Va.,  Nov.  9,  64. 
Corporal.    Pro.  Sergeant.    Died  July  i,  64. 
Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  i,  64. 
Trans,  to  Signal  Corp.  Sept  i,  63. 
LieuleriauL  Colonel.    Resigned  Oct.  16,  62. 
Mustered  out  June  21,  65. 
Pro.  Corp.   Died  July  i,  64,  of  w'ds  rec'd. 
^[ustered  out  Jijne  22,  65. 
do 

Died  Dec.  8,  63.  [action. 
Serg't.  Dis.  Sept.  23,  64,  for  wounds  rec'd.  in 
Mustered  out  June  22,  65. 
Pro.  Sergeant.    Mustered  out  June  22,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  22,  65. 
1st  Lieut.   Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  i,  64. 
Corp.  Pro.  to  ist  Lieut.  Must,  out  June  22,65. 
Killed'atMine  Run,  Nov.  27,  63. 
Died  Apr.  6,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Promoted  Corporal.  Mustered  out  June  22,64. 


21 

B 

July  30  62 

28 

B 

do 

-3 

B 

July  30  62 

21 

B 

do 

35 

I] 

July  24  62 

18 

B 

Julv  30  62 

3S 

B 

Julv  18  62 

43 

B 

'do 

27 

B 

July  30  62 

18 

B 

do 

21 

B 

July  12  62 

3- 

Aug  27  62 

B 

Julv  30  62 

21 

B 

July  2662 

22 

B 

July  30  62 

19 

B 

,  do 

26 

B 

July  28  62 

20 

B 

July  30  62 

22 

B 

'do 

21 

B 

Aug    4  62 

23 

B 

July  30  62 

37 

E 

Aug    4  62 
July  3062 

B 

18 

B 

do 

22 

B 

do 

25 

B 

do 

♦ 
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Anson,  Charles  H. 
Buxton,  ITai  ris  B. 
Carlton,  Alfred  L. 
Clark,  Cnarles  W. 

Felt,  George  M. 
Field,  Daniel  G. 
♦Hunt,  William  H. 
Rice,  James 
Wells,  William 
Wilson,  John  R. 


ELKVENTH  kl  GIMENT,  HEAVY  ARTILLERY 

Nlustered  into  serv 
Ape.   Co.  Enlistment. 


THREE  YEARS. 


[S 


26 
19 


10  6: 


H 


62 


Aug 

J»iy  3 

Aug  14  62 
Sept    I  O2 


I    July  19  62 
Aug  II  62 
64 

F    Aug  1262 
I     Aug  26  62 
62 


ire,  Sept.  11,  1862. 

Remurk-s. 

Q.  M.  Pro.  Caj^t.  Co.  K.  Must,  out  June  24, 65. 
L^ied  Feb.  20,  C3.  [11,  63. 

Q.  M.  Pro.  Capt.  and  C.  of  S.  U.  S.  V.  March 
C.  S.  Pro.  Tst  Lieut.  Co.  G.  63.    Mustered  oui 

June  24,  65. 
Pro.  Corp.    Mustered  out  June  24,  65. 
H.  S.    Discharged  December  22,  62.- 
Discharged  Oct.  10,  64,  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Capt.  Honorably  dis.  for  disal.iility,  Apr.  22  65. 
Mustered  out  June  24,  65. 
Rec'd.  pro  to  ist  ]-ieut.  Must,  out  June  24,  65. 


THIRTEENTH  RECilMENT  INFANTRY.    NINE  MONTHS. 

Mustered  into  sei  vice,  Oct.  10,  1SC2  ;  mustered  out,  July  21,  1S63 
Alexander,  Thomas  C.     31     I     Aug  2562    Mustered  out  July  21,  63 
Ballon,  Wallace  H  "     '  '  ------- 


Ballou,  Jerome 
Bixby,  Freeman 
Brown,  Andrew  C. 
*  Burke,  Walter 
CaPipb-^ll,  James 
Cannon,  Fergus 
Clark,  Albert 

Daniels,  William 
Davis,  CJeorge  H. 
Davis,  Isa.ic  K. 
Dewey,  Peter  G. 
Dodge,  Wallace  W. 
Farwell,  John  G. 
Flanders,  John  P. 
Hoyt,  Franklin 
Jangraw,  Frank 
Kneeland,  Howland 
Ladd,  John  W. 
Lamb,  James  C. 
Langdon,  John  B.  Jr. 
Laviolette,  Eugene 
Lemwin,  George  E. 
Marr,  Hobart  J. 
Marsh,  Eli  T. 
!McLau'.i:hlin,  Charles 
Mitchcfl,  David 
Morris,  Francis 
Noyes,  William 
Peck,  Alonzo  D. 
Peck,  George  A. 
Peck,  James  S. 
Piper,  Wilber  F. 
Prentiss,  Samuel  F. 
Randall,  Charles  F. 

Randall,  Francis  V. 
Roaks,  William 
Seaver,  Curtis  H. 
Smith,  H.  D wight 
Smith,  Guy 
Swazey,  Charles  D. 
Taylor,  Nelson  A. 
Van  Orman,  John  J. 
Washburn,  Charles  PI 
Welch,  John 
Wright,  Prentice  C. 
Wright,  Benjamin  N. 


Poland,  J.  Monroe 
44 


31 

I 

Aug  2562 

28 

I 

do 

21 

C 

Oct    29  62 

-3 

A 

Aug  25  62 

34 

do 

21 

H 

Sept  19  62 

18 

1 

Aug  25  62 

3S 

H 

Oct    10  62 

22 

1 

Aug  25  62 

44 

H 

Sept  27  62 

lo 

T 
1 

Aug  25  62 

35 

I 

do 

28 

I 

do 

19 

I 

do 

19 

I 

do 

19 

I 

do 

-4 

I 

do 

I 

do 

18 

1 

do 

19 

T 
1 

do 

22 

I 

do 

26 

I 

do 

19 

I 

do 

27 

1 

do 

21 

I 

do 

18 

1 

Aug  25  62 

27 

c 

Aug  29  62 

18 

H 

Sept  29  62 

21 

I 

Aug  25  62 

18 

I 

do 

45 

1 

do 

23 

1 

do 

20 

I 

do 

23 

T 

do 

24 

I 

do 

20 

I 

do 

iS 

I 

Sept  24  62 

37 

Sept  13  62 

18 

H 

Sept  29  62 

I 

Aug  25  62 

-7 

I 

do 

24 

I 

do 

29 

I 

do 

30 

do 

-5 

I 

do 

44 

I 

do 

21 

I 

do 

-3 

I 

do 

30 

I 

do 

Corp.    Pro.  S.  M.    Must,  out  July  21,  65. 
Mustered  out  July  2T,  63. 
H.  vS.    Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Lieut.  Col.    Resigned  May  5,  63. 
Died  Mar.  4.  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
do 

Serg't.  Pro.  ist  Lieut.  Must,  out  July  25,  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 

'  do 
Corporal.    Discharged  May  5,  63. 
Discliarged  Feb,  4.  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
do 
do 
do 

Mustered  out  fulv  21,  63. 
do-  ' 

Discharged  Nov.  25,  62. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Pro.  Com.  Sergt.    Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
do 
do- 
do 

Corporal.    Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Mustered  out  Ju  y  21,  63. 
do 
do 

Discharged  February  28,  63. 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Discharged  Jan.  25,  63.  U^^Y  21,  63. 

2d  Lieut.  Pro.  Adjutant.  Jan.  63.  Must,  out 
Mustered  out  July  2i,  63.  [21,  63. 

S.  M.   Pro.  2d  Lieut.  Feb.  63.  Must,  out  July 
S.  ^L  Pro.  2d  Lieut.  Jan.  63.    Must,  out  July 
21,  63. 

Colonel.    Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
Mustered  out  Julv  21,  63. 
do 

Pro.  Corp.  Must,  out  July  21,  63.  Quly2i,63. 
Com.  Serg't.  Pro.  C.  M.  S.  Nov.  62,  Must,  out 
Mustered  out  Julv  23,  63.  [21,  63. 

Q.  M.  S.'Pro.  Q.'M.'Nov.  62.    Must,  out  July 
Mustered  out  July  21,  63. 
do 
do 

Discharged  Jan  31,  63. 
Killed  at  Gettysburgh,  July  3,63. 

FIFfEENTH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY.     NINE  MONTHS. 

Mustered  into  service,  1862  ;  out,  in  1863. 

21  Aug    2  62    Adjutant.    Mustered  out  Aug.  5,  63. 


f 
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Age. 

Co. 

EnlL 

tlUCllt. 

Atherton,  Omri  S. 

22 

c 

Feb 

15  64 

Buibank,  William  B. 

24 

E 

Aug 

22  64 

Cnri-,  I J -^r  ley  W. 

32 

K 

Jan 

I  64 

Cannon,  Fergus 

39 

Nov 

5  63 

Carpenter,  Ch.iuncey 

35 

C 

Dec 

31  63 

Cassivaint,  Oliver 

34 

D 

Feb 

16  64 

Dow,  Napoleon 

22 

C 

do 

*DorIge,  Richard  S. 

40 

K 

Aug 

264 

Emerson,  Andrew  A. 

iS 

E 

Feb 

18  64 

P'isk,  Seymour  M. 

35 

E 

do 

Girard,  Altied 

18 

C 

do 

Oilman,  Charles 

19 

E 

Oct 

29  63 

Gould,  Gustavus 

21 

E 

c  u 

24  ^4 

Guinan,  William 

3- 

E 

Feb 

29  64 

Hoyt,  Frr.nklin 

46 

C 

Aug 

2563 

Laml>,  Jan\es  C. 

27 

E 

Dec 

2363 

Ladosn,  Joseph 

25 

C 

Feb 

1764 

Lavally,  Henry 

19 
iS 

C 

Feb 

19  64 

Mahuron,  tlorace 

C 

Feb 

1864 

♦Marshall,  William 

45 

E 

Mar 

17  64 

Nichols,  Roswell^S. 

.  44 

C 

Feb 

16  0^ 

Perk,  James  S. 

24 

E 

Dec 

363 

Randall,  Charles  W. 

iS 

C 

Feb 

2364 

R.-.i.d.\:i,  Frar. V. 

40 

Feb 

10  6.\ 

^Rosc,  Joseph 

-3 

TT 
i  1 

May 

10  64 

^■Robi  >son,  Geo.  S. 

3- 

E 

Apr 

1264 

St.  John,  Andrew 

44 

C 

Feb 

2564 

St.  John,  Dominique 

3^^ 

C 

Feb 

17  64 

Taro,  John 

c 

Feb 

1664 

Vooclry,  Adna  J. 

19 

E 

Mar 

19  64 

SEVLNTKENTH  REGIMKNT.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  by  companies  in  1864. 

Kemarks. 
Cor[)oral.    Died  No\-.  5,  64. 


1st  Lieutenant.    Mustered  out  July  14,  65. 

Corp.    Pro.  Serg't.    Must,  out  July  21,  65. 

Mustered  out  July  14,  65. 

Discharged  May  13,  65. 

Discharged  June  12,65. 

Discharged  July  14,  65. 

Mustered  out  July  14,  65. 

Died  June  17,  64. 

Mustered  out  July  14,  65. 

do 

do 

do 

Discharged  Oct.  30,  64. 
Serg't.    Dis.  June  19,  65,  for  vv'ds.  received. 
Q.  M.    Pro.  ist  Lieut.    Must,  out  July  14,65. 
Deserted  Dec.  25,  6|. 
Mustered  out  May  24,  65. 
Pro.  Corporal.    ■Vlustercd  out  July  21,  65, 
Died  June  3,  64,  of  wounds  rec'd.  in  action. 
Mustered  out  July  17,  65. 
Received  pro.  to  >Iajor.  Must,  out  July 
2d  Lieut.    Discharged  March  9,  65. 
Colonel.    Mustered  out  July  17,  65. 
Killed  near  I'etersburgli,  July  27,  64. 
Cajtt.    Mustered  out  July  14,  65. 
Mustered  out  July  14.  65. 
Discharged  Aug.  30,  64. 
Discharged  July  14,  65. 
Mnstered  out  July  14,  65. 


6  = 


FIRST  REGIMENT  CAVALRY.      THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  Nov.  19,  t86i. 


Bartlett,  John  D. 
Buxton,  John  H. 
Carpenter,  Charles 
Carter,  Constant 
French,  Frank  S. 
Staples,  Marshall  S. 
Tebo,  Peter 


C  Oct  14  61  Captain.    Pro.  Major.    Resigned  Apr.  62. 

C  Sept  II  61  Discharged  Nov.  26,  62. 

C  Feb  20  61  Discharged  Oct.  3,  62. 

E  Oct  4  61  Mustered  out  Nov.  18,  64. 

C  Oct  361  Discharged  Nov.  27, 61. 

C  Nov  9  6i  Discharged  Dec.  7,  62. 

M  Oct  TO  62  Discharged  May  21,  64. 


FIRST  BATTERY  EIGHT  ARTILLERY. 

Mustered  in  1861. 


THREE  YEARS. 


Armstrong,  Thomas 

34 

Jan 

14  62 

Branagan,  Patrick 

36 

Jan 

27  62 

Brecette,  Peter 

^9 

Dec 

9  61 

Brodar,  Joseph 

45 

Jan 

1362 

Goodwin,  Henry  W. 

22 

Nov 

19  61 

Rowland,  John 

43 

Nov 

II  61 

Laundry,  Charles 

18 

Dec 

16  61 

Laundry,  Frank 

Dec 

10  61 

Laundry,  Jesse 

^9 

Dec 

9  61 

Mitchell,  Sullivan  B. 

41 

Nov 

21  6r 

Raspel,  Henrick  W. 

39 

Feb 

1362 

Riker,  James  B. 

19 

Dec 

13  Gi 

Must,  out  Aug.  10,  64.    Died  in  Reg.  Service 
July  26,65,  '^^  ^v'ds.  rtc'd.  at  Port  Hudson. 
Mustered  out  Aug.  10,  64. 
do 

Discharged  March  28,  63. 
Discharged  June  5,  62. 

Corp.  Pro.  Serg't.  Must,  out  Aug.  10,  64. 
]Must.  out  Aug.  10,  64. 

do 
do 

Died  July  25,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 

Mustered  out  Aug.  10,  64. 

Pro.  2d  Lieut.    i*k[ust.  out  Au£r.  10,  62, 


Currv,  Michael 


Bousquet,  Francis  O. 
Brown,  John  H. 
Butterfly,  Frank  . 
Campbell,  James 
*Campbell,  Humphrey 


SECOND  BATTERY  LIGHT  ARTILLERY.     THREE  Yl-L^RS. 

Mustered  into  service  1861. 
iS  Dec   25  61    Discharged  Oct.  20,  62. 

THIRD  BATTERY  LIGHT  ARTILLERY.     THREE  YEARS. 

Mustered  into  service  1863. 
19  Dec    25  63    Deserted  Aug.  31,  64- 

45  Dec    19  63    Died  Sept.  16,  64. 

18  Dec   1263    Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 

19  Dec  22  63  do 
18  Aug  20  64  do 


MONTPELIER. 
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.  Names. 
*Cayhue,  Jesse 
Chaiifaux,  Naraise 
■'Ciury,  Michael 
*Dodge,  Wallace  H. 
Estis,  Charles  O. 
*Jangrp.\Y,  Alexander 
*Jangia\v,  Frank 
♦Gravlin,  Peter 
Langdon,  John  B.  fr. 
Miller,  John 
*"Morris,  Frank 
*Morris,  Joseph 
Moulton,  Benjaniin  J. 
Pahner,  Henrv  A. 
Phillips,  Waiter  A. 
Prevost,  Cleinent 
Reynard,  Edmund 
*Ro\ve,  Joseph 
Staples,  Guy  P. 
Staples,  Marshall  S. 
Taplin,  Eben 
Valley,  Joseph 
Washburn,  William  L. 
•-Yatta,  William 


Age. 

Co.  Enlistnjent. 

iS 

Dec  23  63 

28 

Dec   26  63 

21 

Apr   23  64 

21 

Aug  22  64 

r8 

Sept    7  63 

18 

Aug  19  64 

21 

Sept    7  63 

30 

Aug  iS  64 

-3 

Oct    30  63 

18 

Dec     5  63 

19 

Aug  17  64 
do 

20 

27 

Dec    12  63 

18 

Dec     I  63 

22 

Dec  1263 

19 

Sept  15  63 

26 
35 

Dec     I  63 
Aug     3  C4 

18 

Oct  1663 

37 

do 

-5 

Dec   1 6  63 

24 

Dec  26  63 

20 

do 

18 

Dec   29  63 

Remarks. 
Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 
do 
do 
do 

do  ' 

do 
do 
do 

().  M.  Scrg't.    Must,  out  June  15,  64. 
Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

1st  Lieut.    Honorably  discharged  Feb.  3,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  i 65. 
Discharged  Jan.  28,  64. 
Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 
do 

Artificer.    Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 

Corp.  Pro.  to  2d  Lieut.  Must,  out  June  1 5,  65. 

Mustered  out  June  15,  65. 

do 

do 


Severance,  tl^uther 
Pitlvin,  Perley  P. 


SECOND  REGIMKNT  U.   S.  SHAKl'-SHOOTERS.     THREE  YE.\KS. 

Mustered  in  i86i. 
E    Aug  II  62    Mustered  out  June  12,  65. 

FIELD  AND  STAFF  OFFICERS. 

June    6  61    Captain  and  Q.  M.     Pro.  to  Col.  and  Q. 


35 


U.  S.  Vol. 


iSmith,  Henry  C. 

iPrunell,  Frank  J. 
tRobinson,  John 

Williamson,  John 

*Batchelder,  Josiah  L. 
"*Gravlin,  Frank  Jr. 
*Guinan,  William 
*Jangra\v,  Oughtney 
*Kimball,  Frank 
*Nichols,  Lucius 
*Sto\ve,  Lorenzo 
*  Wei  is,  John  T. 
•*Wood,  Lewis 
*Gravlin,  Peter 
*CIogston,  O.  Curtis 
*Cutler,  Marcus  M. 
*Washburn,  J.  W.  F. 

Clark,  William  H. 
Gilmore,  Edward  C. 
Parker,  Jared 
Parker,  Lucius  R. 
Storrs,  Charles  W. 
Webster,  Oscar  N. 


Bixby,  IL  Roger 
Clark,  Fred 
Collins,  John 
Cross,  Oscar  N. 
Daniels<  William' 
Dewey,  Peter  G. 


FORTY-THIRD  U.  S.  COLORED  REGIMENT. 

July   21  63    Mustered  out  65. 

FIRST  COMPANY  OF  DRAFTED  MEN. 

July  21  63    Discharged  Oct.  22.  63. 
July  27  63  Deserted. 

CREDIT  IN  U.  S.  ^AVY. 

Jan     3  64    Juniata  Sophronia.    Discharged  June  3,  65. 

IN  REGIMENTS  FROM  OTHER  ST.\TES. 

13th  N.  II.  Regiment.    Enlisted,  63,  3  years. 

36th  Mass.    Enlisted,  63,  3  years.  Qui)-,  63. 

14th  R.  I.  Reg't.  9  months.  Enlisted  Sept.  62.  Serg't.  MusL  out 
8th  Maine.  Enlisted  July,  62,  3  years.  Must,  out  July,  65. 
39th  Mass.  Enlisted,  63,  3  vears.  Killed  at  Piedmont,  Va.,  June  15,64. 
14th  R.  L  Reg't.  9  mos.  Enlisted  Sept.  62.  Mustered  out  Julv,  63. 
14th  R.  L  Reg't.  9  mos.  Enlisted  Sept.  62.  Died,  63. 
14th  R.  L  Reg't.  9  mos.  Enlisted  Sept.  62.  Mustered  out  July,  63. 
2d  N.  H.  Reg't.  3  years.    Enlisted  May,  61.    Must,  out,  64.  " 

do  do 
2d  Mass  Artillery.    Enlisted  Dec.  17,  63.    Must,  out  Sept.  65. 
7th  Ohio  Infantry.    Enlisted  Apr.  17,  61.    Mast,  out  Aug.  64. 
24th  Mass.  Infantry.    Enlisted  Dec.  63.    Mustered  out  Aug.  66. 

VETERAN  RESERVE  CORPS.     ENLISTED  MEN. 


July    6  63 
'do 


July 
fuly 
July 

J  lily 


1363 

22  63 
2563 
4  64 


Must,  out  Nov.  13,  65. 
do 
do 
do 

Transferred  to  Co.  K.  7th  Regiment,  in  64. 
Mustered  out  July  3,  66. 


FIRST  REGIMENT  FRONTIER  CAVALRY. 

19  M  Jan     3  65  Mustered  out  June  27,  65. 
18  M  do  do 

27  M  do  Pro.  Corporal.    Mustt^red  out  June  27,  65. 

24  M  do  Com.  Sergeant.    Mustered  out  June  27,  65. 

20  M  do  Mustered  out  June  27,  65. 
22  M  do  do 


i 
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Howard,  George  D. 
Leniwiii,  Gcoige 
McCluskey,  Charles  A. 
Morse,  Joseph  B. 

Xevsxomb,  George  W. 
Prentiss,  Herbert  J. 
Tyler,  Eugene  C. 

ELF.VE.\1H  u. 
Bailey,  Clinton 
Baxter,  Robert 
Bryant,  Eliphalet  E. 
Chalyfaux,  Maxy 
Connolly,  Michael 
Emerson,  Amos  N. 
Fowler,  Levi  I). 
Handlin,  J.  H. 
Lucia,  Oliver 
Mack,  James 
Nealor,  Edward 
Pridelieu,  Francis 


ist  Lieut.    Resigned  March  i6,  65, 

Pro.  Sergeant.    Mustered  out  June  27,  65, 

Mustered  out  June  27,  65. 

do 

do 

Deserted  Mar.  23,  65. 
Mustered  out  June  27,  65. 
do 


S.   INFANTRY.    THREE  YEARS.     RECRUITS  OF  lS6^. 


Age. 

Co, 

EnlistmeiU. 

22 

M 

do 

->-> 

M 

do 

28 

M 

do 

iS 

M 

do 

'O 

M 

do 

-3 

M 

do 

18 

M 

do 

iS 

M 

do 

June 
Aug 
Aug 
June 
Aug 
June 
Tune 
July 
June 
Tunc 
July 
June 


22  65 

26  65 

27  65 
4  65 

26  65 
20  65 
20  65 

27  65 
20  65 

28  65 
19  65 


Discharged  June  28,  68. 

Died  Aug.  19,  66,  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Died  Se])t.  16,  66,  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Died  Aug,  15,  66,  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Discharged  Aug.  4,  68. 

Discharged  Dec.  16,  65. 

Deserted  Sept.  24,  65. 

Deserted  May  18,  67. 

Deserted  June  20,  66. 

Deserted  Dec.  16,  6v 

Died  Sept.  8,  66,  in  Richmond,  Va. 

J'Jischarged  June  19,  68. 


Brock,  James  \V 


Bradish,  Alonzo  G. 
Huntington,  William 
Sterling,  Joseph 


ENROLLED  MAN  WHO    FURNISHED  SUBSTITUTE. 


DRAFTED  MEN  WHO  FURNISHED  SUBSTITUTES. 

Colton,  Henry  C.  Foster,  Henry  M.  * 

E  Nichols,  George  L.  Reed,  Charles  A. 

I'ilden,  Geo,  W.  Town,  Chauncev  W. 


DRAFTED  MEN  WHO  PAID  CO.MMUTATION. 

Babcock,  Jerry  V,  Bailey,  Charles  \V. 

Courser,  Merrill  P.  Morey,  Moses  P. 

Pope,  Walter  Standish,  William  O. 


Allen,  Bcnj-^min  F. 
Barnes,  Henry 
Palmer,  Nahum 
Woodward,  Justus  B. 

*  Residents  of  Montpeiier,  but  credited  to  other  towns,  for  the  reason  that  at  the  date  of 
their  enlistment  the  quota  of  the  town  was  full,  and  they  were  credited  to  other  towns  that 
they  might  draw  their  state  bounty.  At  all  the  calls  made  by  the  Government  for  troops 
during  the  war,  the  town  kept  in  excess  of  her  quota.  For  various  reasons,  several  went  into 
other  states  and  enlisted,  and  were  not  town  credits.  Therefore,  it  seems  no  more  than  just 
and  right  that  all  of  the  names  of  these  men,  so  far  as  are  known,  should  be  written  in  history 
as  credit  to  the  town. 

t  Substitute.  . 

X  Drafted. 


Name. 
Allen,  Andrew  H. 
Ayers,  Albert  J. 
Atherton,  Omri  S. 
Armstrong.  Thomas 
Baxter,  Robert 
.  Bennett,  Amos  N. 
Brooks,  Robert 
Brown,  John  H. 
Bryant,  Eliphalet  E. 
Buxton,  Plarris 
Burgin,  Patrick 
Burke,  Tohn 
Burke,  Walter 
Carr,  James  M. 
Cayhue,  Tutneld 
Chalifaux,  Maxy 
Divine,  Patrick 
Emerson,  Andrew  A. 
Franklin,  Roswell 
Oilman,  Svdnev  A. 


MONTPELIER  S  ROLI 
Co.  Tfeg't. 

D  2 
B  10 
C  17 
Regular  Service 
IT  U.  S.  R.  Reg't. 
F  2 
B  10 
3d  Battery 
1 1  U.  S.  R.  Reg't, 
H  • 
D 
B 
C 
B 
B 

II  U. 
K 

E 
H 
G 


1 1 

2 

ID 

10 
ID 

R.  Reg't. 
3 

3 
4 


OF  HONOR. 

Keiuarks, 

Died  July  26,  61. 
Died  Sept.  16,  62. 
Died  Nov.  6,  64. 

Died  July  26,  65,  of  w'ds,  rec'd.  at  Port  Hudson. 
Died  Sept.  6,  66,  at  Richmond,  Va. 
Killed  at  Fredricksburgh,  May  3,  63. 
Died  in  Danville  Prison,  Ga..  Dec.  23,  63. 
Died  at  City  Point,  Va.,  Sept.  16,  64. 
I")ied  at  Richmond,  Va.,  Sept.  16,  66. 
Died  Feb.  20,  63. 
Rilled  at  Banks  P'ord,  May  3,  63. 
Died  at  Brandy  Station,  Va.,  Nov.  9,  64, 
Died  at  Wolfs  Run  Shoals,  Va.,  Mar.  4,  63. 
Died  July  i,  64- 

Killed  at' Cold  Harbor,  June  i,  63. 
Died  at  Richmond,  Va.,  Aug.  15,  66. 
Killed  at  Lee's  Mills,  Apr.  16,  62. 
Died  July  17,  64. 
Died  Dec.  i6,  63. 

Died  in  Andersonville  Prison,  Oct,  64. 
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Remarks. 

Killed  at  Savage  Station,  June  29,  62. 
Died  July  I,  63,  of  w'ds.  rece'd.  at  Cold  Harbor. 
Killed  at  Fuill  Run,  July  21,  61. 
Died  Nov.  16,  61. 
Killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19,  64. 
Killed  at  Frcdricksburgh,  Dec.  [9,  62. 
Died  Dec.  8,  63. 

Killed  at  Piedmont,  Va.,  June  5,  64. 
Died  Feb.  26,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Died  Feb.  6,  63. 

Died  Oct.  5,  62,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 
Died  June  3,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 
Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 
I.)ied  July  25,  64,  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Died  in  Richmond,  Va.,  Sept.  8,  66. 
Killed  at  Petersburgh,  July  27,  64. 
Killed  at  .Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 
Died  May  12,  63. 

Killed  at  Cold  Marbor,  June  i,  64. 
Killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  i,  64. 
Killed  in  Wilderness,  May  4,  64. 
Killed  at  Mine  Run,  Nov,  27,  63. 
Died  Apr.  10,  65,  of  w'ds.  rec'd.  at  Spanish  Fort. 
Died  in  63. 
Died  June  28,  62. 

Killed  at  Bayou  Des  Allenis,  Sept.  4,  62. 
l~>ied  Apr.  6,  65.  of  wounds  received  in  action. 
Killed  at  Spottsylvania,  May  12,  64. 
Killed  at  Gettysburg,  July  3,  63. 

In  addition  to  these  might  be  added  the  names  of  many  who  were  wounded  and  disabled, 
and  did  not  survive  their  disability  long  after  the  war  or  their  discharge.  Below  we  give  tlie 
names  of  those  who  lost  a  limb:  Capt.  Horace  Crossman,  Co.  F,  2d  Regiment,  and  Private 
Charles  McLaughlin,  Co.  K,  3d  Regiment,  losing  a  leg  ;  Serg't.  Hiram  M.  Pierce,  Co,  B,  lolh. 
Regiment,  and  Private  Elverton  Loomis,  Co.  F,  2d  Regiment,  losing  an  nrm. 


Name. 

Co. 

Rtg't. 

Gray,  Ira  S. 

D 

.s 

Greeley,  Allen 

B 

10 

Goodrich,  Victor 

F 

2 

Plarran.  Selden  B. 

F 

Horr,  ]o\m  P. 

H 

6 

Kent,  ilermon  G. 

G 

4 

Kennedy,  Feli.x 

B 

10 

Kimball,  Frank 

39  Mass.  Reg. 

Ladue,  Josej)h 

G 

4 

Loomis,  Vernon  L. 

H 

3 

Mailhote,  Victor  W. 

G 

4 

Mahoney,  Sylvester  D. 

F 

2 

Marshall,  William 

E 

17 

McManus,  James  W. 

K 

3 

Minouge,  William 

H 

Mitchell,  Sullivan  B. 

1st  Batterv 

Nealor,  Edward 

11  U. 

S.  R.  Reg't. 

Rose,  Joseph 

H 

17 

Shorey,  Elscine 

F 

Smith,  Levi 

K 

4 

Sprague,  Fredrick  W. 

A 

6 

Stetson,  Ezra 

B 

10 

Stone,  Horatio  F. 

II 

Storrs,  Gilman  D. 

B 

10 

Storrs,  Charles  W. 

K 

Stowe,  Lorenzo, 

14th 

R.  L^Reg't. 

Taylor,  Benjamin 

F 

E 

S 

W'aldron,  Ezekiel 

B 

10 

White,  George  A. 

H 

Wright,  Benjamin  N. 

1 

13 

KECAPITUL.Vl  ION. 

Total  number  of  men  furnished  who  entered  the  service   365 

Furnished  substitute   10 

Paid  commutation   10 

No.  who  served  their  teim  of  enlistment,  or  to  close  of  war   120 

Mustered  cut  previous  to  close  of  the  war  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service   80 

Discharged  for  disability,  for  v.ounds  received  and  various  oth-  r  causes   114 

Killed  in  battle   21 

Died  of  wounds  received  in  action   11 

Died  of  diseases  contracted  in  the  service    17 

Died  in  rebel  prisons   2 

Deserted   12 


Perhaps  it  would  be  proper  here  to  men- 
tion the  names  of  those  who  were  natives 
of  Montpeher,  and  had  sought  homes  in 
the  West,  and  from  there  had  enlisted  and 
lost  their  lives  in  the  defence  of  their 
country : 

Walter  M.  Howes,  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
William  Howes,  of  Prescott,  Wis.,  for- 
merly of  Montpclier,  enlisted  at  the  age  of 
21  years,  was  promoted  to  Orderly  Ser- 
geant of  Co.  F,  37th  Wis.  regH ;  was  se- 
verely wounded,  but  recovered.  In  mount- 
ing the  ejicmy's  works  before  Petersburgh, 
April  2,  1865,  he  was  struck  by  a  solid 


high 


He  was  a  young 
promise  and 


shot  and  instantly  killed, 
man  of  fine  character, 
an  excellent  soldier. 

Col.  Holden  Putnam,  of  the  93d  Illinois, 
was  killed  in  one  of  Gen.  Grant's  battles 
with  Bragg  in  1863.  Col.  Putnam  left 
Montpelier  about  1853,  and  settled  in  Free- 
port,  111.,  where  he  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  Putnam,  true  to  the 
name  he  bore,  at  oricc  gave  his  services  to 
his  country,  and  gave  tiie  name  new  honor 
by  patriotism  and  braver\-  as  was  given  by 
the  Gen.  Putnam  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
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near  ' 


Capt.  William  W.  Hutchins,  son 
of  the  laic  William  Hutchins  of  tliis 
town,  V. hen  the  rebellion  broke  out 
resided  in  Prescott,  Wis.    He  re- 
linc[iiishcd  a  good  busiiic;..s,  and  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  the  6th  Wis- 
conj-iin,  and  received  promotions  to 
Captain.     While  gallantly  leadin 
his  Company  at  the  battle 
Ream's  Station,  Va.,  Aug.  19,  1S64,  ^"^-i;: 
he  was  killed.    He  was  a  brave  sol- 
dier and  a  good  officer. 

We  give  below  an  account  of  a  very  re- 
markable military  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  W.  F.  Cross,  son  of 
the  late  Timothy  Cross,  of  Montpelier, 
which  took  place  on  the  21st  of  December, 
1863,  ill  Dakota  Territory. 

He  was  ordered  to  march  wlih  twelve 
men  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  to  destroy  a 
camp  of  Sioux  Indians.  The  thermometer 
stood  at  35'^  below  zero.  It  was  so  cold 
that  the  party  could  not  ride,  and  they 
were  therefore  compelled  to  march  twenty- 
five  miles  in  that  Arctic  weather.  'J'hey 
broke  up  the  camp,  killing  the  Indians, 
(we  are  sorry  to  add  and  scalpirig,  though 
that  is  the  fashion  in  such  wars,)  and  re- 
turned without  the  loss  of  a  man,  though 
two  horses  gave  out  and  were  left  on  the 
road.  On  the  return  march,  the  ther- 
mometer was  24*^  below  zero.  The  party 
was  absent  39  hours,  and  in  that  time 
marched  80  miles,  most  of  the  way  on 
foot,  on  snowy  ground,  and  in  weather 
never  exceeded  for  severity  in  any  military 
expedition,  unless  it  was  in  Napoleon's 
Russian  campaign. 


REUNIONS. 

There  has  been  one  soldiers'  reunion  in 
town,  and  several  officers'  reunions. 

All  hail  these  reunions!  the  whule  soul  expand-* 
With  tins  greeting:  of  hearts  and  this  clasping  otiiands ; 
The  heroes  who  stood  'ruidat  the  carnage  and  roar. 
And  the  red  atr^-an-i  of  Laltle,  iu  council  once  luore. 

Then  raise  the  lotid  shoiit,  the  ^weethymu  of  the  free, 
Let  It  swell  on  Lhe  bree/.e  o'er  the  mountain  and  sea; 
For  our  old  battle  banner,  tho'  riddled  and  worn, 
Not  a  single  bright  star  from  Its  glory  is  torn. 


OLD  MASONIC  HALL,~I834. 

MASONIC. 
BY  TUOn;.  H.  CAVt. 

Aurora  Lodge,  No.  9,  F.  &  A.  M., 
was  chartered  Oct.  14,  1796,  the  petition 
for  which  was  signed  by  Moses  Hubbard, 
Benjamin  Waite,  and  others. 

The  hall  first  occupied  we  have  been  un- 
able to  ascertain  ;  but  in  1S05-6  the  meet- 
i  ings  were  held  in  a  room  over  Geo.  13.  R. 
I  Gove's  store,  (the  building  now  occupied 
by  Fisher  &  Colton,)  on  Main  street.  Then 
I  from  1809  to  1822,  they  had  a  hall  in  the 
old  Academy  building.    About  the  first  of 
January,  1822,  this  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
Januaiy  7th  of  that  year,  they  assembled 
I  at    Reuben   Lamb's    mansion-room,  so 
I  called;  and  from  Feb.  4  of  the  same  year 
I  held  their  meetings  in  the  Pavilion  hotel, 
j  then  kept  by  Thomas  Davis,  until  they  oc- 
'  cupied  their  new  hall.    The  corner  .stone 
I  of  this  hall  w  s  laid  Aug.  8,  1822,  with 
j  masonic  ceremonies,  the  oration  being  de- 
I  livered  by  Erastus  Watrous.    The  Lodge 
I  held  their  first  meeting  in  their  new  hall 
;  Oct.  7,  1822.    This  building  stood  at  the 
I  corner  of  School  and  Main  streets,  on  the 
I  site  now  occupied   by  Bethany  church, 
i  (See  engraving  above.) 
j     Among  the  members  of  the  Lodge  we 
find  the  names  of  many  prominent  citizens 
j  of  this  and  adjoining  towns  : 

Sylvester  Day,  Rev.Benj.Chatterton 

Levi  Pitkin,  Lovell  Kelton, 

iNathan  Doty,  Salmon  Washburn, 

Thos.  Reed,  Sen"r,  Silas  Burbank, 
Samuel  Prentiss,  Jr.,  Elijah  Witherell, 

Parle v  Davis,  Chester  Nve, 

Charles  Bulkley,  Jacob  Miller, 

:  Erastus  Watrous,  Col.  Samuel  Fifield, 

David  Wing,  Jr.,  Denison  Smith, 

Cyrus  Ware,  liezekiah  H.  Reed, 
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Cornelius  Lynde, 
Timothy  Hubbard, 
Geo.  Worlhington, 
Seth  I'utnain. 
Chapin  Keith, 
R'Vh.ard  ff olden, 
James  Fiske, 
Col.  Cyrus  Johnson, 
Larned  Lamb, 
Eliakim  D.  Persons, 
Lemuel  P'^arwell, 
Wvllis  L  Cadweli, 
Apollos  Hall, 
Joseph  Wing, 
Isanc  Putnam, 
Thomas  Wallace, 
Salvin  Collins, 
Silas  W.  Cobb, 
James  Deane, 
Amasa  Bancroft, 
Sylvanus  Baldwin, 
Abel  Knapp, 
Jeduthan  Loomis, 
Jonah  Parks, 
John  Spald'ng; 
Dr.  James  Sp.ilding. 
Pv.  Baikv, 
O.  H.  Smith, 
Gamaliel  Washburn, 
ChesVW. Houghton. 
Joseph  Howes, 
Daniel  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Goss, 
Nathan  Jevvett, 


Roger  G.  Bulkley, 
Joseph  Wiggins, 
Gen.  CrLista.  Loomis, 
L.  O.  C.  Bowles, 
Isaiah  Silver, 
Hnrry  Richardson, 
Perrin  B.  Fisk, 
Israel  Dewey, 
Otis  Standis'h, 
Jona.  Wallace, 
Diah  Richardson, 
Thomas  Reed,  Jr., 
Nat.  C.  King. 
Svlvanus  Riplev, 
R.  R.  Keith, 
Nathl.  Bancroft, 
Barzillai  Davenport, 
Walter  Little, 
Yl.  T.  C.  Wing, 
H.  N.  Bavlies, 
Parrot  Blaisdell, 
Daniel  H.  Dewey, 
Roswell  PL  Knapp, 
Nelson  A.  Cha^e, 
Mark  Goss, 
Norman  Rublce, 
John  Goldsbury, 
Joseph  S.  Walton, 
Geo.  W.  Hill, 
Dr.  Charles  Clark, 
Dr.  John  Winslow, 
Joel  Winch, 
Maj.  John  Poor. 


the  same  should  be  published  in  all  the 
papers  in  this  County. 

Montpelier,  10  September,  1S34. 


H.  H.  Reed, 
Luman  Rublee, 
R.  R.  Keith, 
Isaiah  Silver, 
Israel  Dewey, 
William  Mann, 
H.N.  Baylies, 
H.  Richardson, 
G.  W.  Barker, 
Ira  Owen, 


Sanil.  Goss, 
Simeon  L.  Post, 
Oramel  H.  Smith, 
Alonzo  Pearce, 
S.  C.  French, 
N.  Jewett, 
Nathl.  Bancroft, 
Jos.  Howes, 
Jason  Carpenter, 
Lovel  Kelton. 


The  Lodge  flourished  until  the  time  of 
the  great  anti-masonic  wave  in  1834.    We  ^ 
find  among  the  documents  preserved  the  j 
following  notice,  which  was  published  at 
the  time  in  the  Vemwnt  WotcJunan  :  ! 

3/.4 SOSIC  XOTICE. 

A  meeting  of  all  the  masons  in  Wash 
ington  County  is  hereby  notified  to  be  ! 
holden  at  the  hall  in  Montpelier,  on  Fri-  | 
day,  the  19th  day  of  September  inst.,  at  i  \ 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the"  purpose  of  taking  | 
under  consideration  the  unhappy  and  di-  ; 
vided  state  of  community  on  the  subject  of! 
Freemasonry.    It  is   desirable   that  the  | 
views  and  feelings  of  every  mason  in  the 
County  should  be  fully  represented  and 
expressed  upon  that  occasion.    This  no- 
tice is  the  result  of  a  very  extensive  con- 
sultation among  masons,  and  is  given  at 
their  request. 

Montpelier,  loth  of  Sept.,  1834. 


We,  the  undersigned,  do  cordially  ap 
prove  of  the  above  notice,  and  request  that  j 


In  accordance  with  said  notice,  the 
members  met  at  Masonic  hall.  We  copy 
from  the  records : 

At  a  special  communication  of  Aurora 
Lodge  No.  9,  duly  summoned  and  hold- 
en  at  Mason's  Hall,  in  Montpelier,  on 
Friday,  the  19th  dav  of  September,  A. 
L.  5834. 

Number  of  brethren  present,  about  sixty. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed  and  adopted  by  said  Lodge, 
vi/  : 

Resolved  and  voted.  That  the  trustees, 
or  the  surv  ivors  of  tiiem,  who  hold  the  ti- 
tle to  the  Masonic  Hall  in  trust  for  the  use 
of  Aurora  Lodge,  No.  9,  (reference  being 
had  to  the  deed  of  trust,)  be,  and  are 
hereby  directed  to  sell  said  Hall,  and  all 
right  this  Lodge  may  have  therein,  and 
also  to  sell  all  and  singular  the  personal 
property  belonging  to  said  Lodge,  and 
make  all  collections  of  dues  to  said  Lodge 
(if  any)  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  from  the  avails  of 
such  sales  and  collections  to  pay  all  sums 
due  from  said  Lodge  ;  the  same  to  be  as- 
certained and  certified  by  Jeduthan  Loom- 
is, who  is  hereby  appointed  a  committee 
for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  balance  of  such 
avails  to  pay  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Washington  County  Grammar 
School,  for  tlie  use  and  disposal  of  the 
trustees  of  said  Grammar  School,  to  whom 
the  same  is  hereby  presented  as  a  dona- 
tion from  this  Lodge  for  the  purpose  of 
education ;  and  a  copy  of  this  vote  shall 
be  their  sufficient  warrant  for  the  same. 

Resolved  and  voted.  That  until  a  sale  of 
the  Masonic  Hall  shall  be  made  and  com- 
pleted, full  leave  and  license  is  hereby  giv- 
en, and  the  Lodge  does  hereby  approve  of 
all  kinds  of  assemblies  being  held  in  this 
Lodge  room,  under  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  trustees  aforesaid  of  said  Hall. 

Resolved  and  voted.  That  Aurora  Lodge, 
No.  9,  be  now  dissolved,  and  closed foi'ever. 

Attest,  Hezekiah  H.  Reed, 

Sec'y  pro  tern. 
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King  Solomon  Royal  Arch  Chapter, 
No.  5, — Commenced  ^vorking  under  a  dis- 
pensation granted  Oct.  7,  1809,  and  char- 
tered Jan.  3,  1810. 

Charter  Metfibers—  Cliarles  Bulkley, 
Erast'.is  Watrous,  Joseph  Freeman,  Solo- 
mon Miller,  Nathan  Doty,  Sherman  Minot, 
Denison  Smith,  Sylvanus  Baldwin,  and 
Cabot  W.  Hyde. 

Jan.  18,  1 810, — The  first  board  of  officers 
were  elected,  as  follows :  Charles  Bulkley, 
High  Priest;  Erastus  Watrous,  King;  Jo- 
seph Freeman,  Scribe ;  Joseph  Howes, 
Treasurer;  Jeduthan  Loomis,  Secretary; 
Solomon  Miller,  Captain  of  the  Host ;  Na- 
than Doty,  Principal  Sojourner ;  Phineas 
Woodbury,  }\oyal  Arch  Captain :  Sylvan- 
us Baldwin,  Master  of  3d  Veil;  Denison 
Smith,  Master  of  2d  Veil ;  George  Worth- 
ington.  Master  of  Lst  Veil;  Nathan 
Jewett,  Tyler. 

Thfj  Chapter  held  its  meetings  in  the 
hall  occupied  by  Aurora  Lodge.  Many  of 
the  masons  mentioned  in  the  list  of  the 
Lodge  were  members  of  tins  body.  We 
give  the  names  of  a  few  not  given  there 
•who  took  their  degrees  in,  and  were  mem- 
bers of,  this  Chapter : 

Hiram    Steele,   Asa   Partridge,  Jona. 
Briggs  of  Marshfield,  Isaac  Fletcher  of 
Lyndon,  Jacob  Davis  of  Randolph,  Mat- 1 
thias  Haines  of  Cabot,  Gov.  Samuel  C.  j 
Crafts  of  Craftsbury,  N.  R.  Sawyer  of 
Hydepark,  J.  Stearns  of  Chelsea,  Seth  G.  j 
Bigelow  of  Brookfield,  Z.  P.  Burnham,  | 
Gov.  Julius  Converse  (then)  of  Randolph, 
J.  K.  Parish  of  Randolph,  D.  Azro  A. 
Buck  of  Chelsea  ;  and  many  others  might 
be  given  did  space  permit. 

We  copy  from  the  Chapter  Records  : 

Oct.  20,  1816. —  Voted,  That  the  treas- 
urer pay  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Chapter 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Vermont  Bible  So- 
ciety the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

Dec.  4,  18 1 6. —  Voted,  To  appropriate 
ten  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  schools  in  the 
Western  States. 

Whether  the  Chapter  formally  surren- 
dered its  charter  or  not,  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing,  but  at  the  time  of  the  dissoki- 
tion  of  the  Lodge  it  is  probable  that  it  was 
forfeited,  as  we  find  no  record  of  meetings 
after  that  time. 


MoNTPELiER  Council  of  Royal  and 
Sf.lect  Masters. — Organized  Jan.  3, 
1 818,  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  with  Lucius  O. 
C.  Bowles  as  T.  I.  G.  M.,  Nathan  Jewett 
as  D.  I.  G.  M.,  and  Daniel  Baldwin  as  P. 
C.  We  can  find  no  further  record  of  their 
proceedings  other  than  that  they  existed 
until  the  breaking  up  of  Masonry  in  1834, 
though  they  did  not  .surrender  their  cliar- 
ter  until  the  revival  of  Masonry  in  this 
State  about  the  year  1850  or  '51,  when  by 
so  doing  they  received  a  new  one. 


Aurora  Lodge,  No.  22,  F.  &  A.  M. — 
Chartered  Jan.  9,  1851. 

CJiarter  Members. — Harry  Richardson. 
John  I'oor,  Walter  Little,  Diah  Richard- 
son, Ira  S.  Town,  Henry  Crane,  Otis 
Peck,  Shubael  Wheeler,  T.  C.  Taplin, 
Levi  Boutwell,  Gamaliel  Washburn. 

The  first  meetijig  was  held  in  the  office 
of  Dr.  T.  C.  Taplin,  P^eb.  5,  1850,  for  the 
jnn-pose  of  drawing  up  a  petition  for  a 
charter. 

The  first  election  of  officers  occurred 
March  25,  1851,  at  which  time  the  follow- 
ing list  was  chosen  :  T.  C.  Taplin,  ,W. 
AL  ;  Levi  Boutwell,  S.  W.  ;  John  Poor,  J. 
W.  ;  A.  A.  Cross,  Sec'y  ;  Ira  S.  Town, 
Treas.  ;  Gamaliel  Washburn,  S.  D. ;  Diah 
Richardson,  J.  D.  ;  Henry  Crane,  Tyler. 

The  first  hall  occupied  by  the  Lodge 
was  in  the  third  story  (over  the  Vermont 
Bank,)  of  the  building  now  owned  by  L. 
B.  Huntington,  on  State  Street.  They 
remained  here  until  Nov.  13,  1859,  when 
they  removed  into  the  new  block,  built  for 
S.  S.  Boyce,  afterwards  owned  by  Fred  E. 
Smith.  This  they  occupied  until  it  was 
destroyed  in  Montpelier\s  first  great  fire, 
March  12,  1875,  Meetings  were  then  held 
in  the  American  House,  owned  by  Chester 
Clark,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Order, 
until  the  completion  of  Union  Block,  where 
a  spacious  hall  and  ante-rooms  were  fitted 
up  especially  for  the  use  of  the  Masonic 
bodies.  The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the 
new  hall  Dec.  13,  1875,  which  they  nov; 
occupy. 

List  of  Past  Masters— T.  C.  Taplin, 
1850;  Gamaliel  Washburn,  1851-54,  1856; 
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John  C.  Emery,  1855,  1S57-59,  1861-63, 
1S7S-79;  John  \V.  Clark,  i860;  Denison 
I)e\ve\,  1864;  Jas.  S.  I'eck,  1869-71;  J. 
W.  F.  Washburn,  1S72-74;  J.  Austin 
I'aine.  1875-76:  Truman  C.  Pliinnc}", 
1865-68,  1S80,  and  now  in  otricc. 

JJsf  of  ojTufrs,  elected  April  11.  1S81 — 
T.  C.  Phinney.  \V.  M.  ;  Geo.  W.  Winir, 
S.  W.  :  J.  Y.  Washburn.  J.  W.  :  Jas. 
C.  Hough.t.on.  Treas.  :  Thos.  H.  Cave, 
Secy:  Steplien  R.  Colby,  S.  D. ;  Fred. 
\\\  Morse,  J.  D.  :  Chas.  C.  Ramsdell,  S. 
S.;  G.  Blair,  J.  S.  :  C.  C.  Dudley,  Chap- 
lain: A.  F.  Hunvphrey,  .Marshal;  W.  A. 
Priggs,  Organist;  Isaac  .M.  Wright,  Tyler. 

No.  of  members,  167.  Regular  com- 
munications, Monday  evening  of  week  in 
which  themoon  fulls.  Annual.  April  com- 
munication. 

Ring  Solomon  Rov.\l  Akcfi  OiAPXEit, 
No.' 7. — Chartered  Aug.  14,  1851. 

Charter  Mei}ibers—]Q\\\\  Poor,  Levi 
Bout  well,  Appleton  Fitch,  David  Leach, 
Walter  Little,  Simeon  Eggleston,  Harry 
Richardson,  Gamaliel  Washburn,  Joel 
Winch. 

The  Chapter  commenced  its  labors  un- 
der a  dispensation  dated  Jan.  9,  185 1,  and 
on  April  S  conferred  the  R.  A.  degree  up- 
on Henry  Crane,  Geo.  S.  Johnson,  and 
Joel  Winch,  Jr. 

The  first  election  of  officers  occurred 
Dec.  27th,  1851,  with  the  following  result: 

John  Poor,  High  Priest:  T.  C.  Taplin, 
King;  Silas  C.  French,  Scribe ;  J.  E.  Bad- 
ger. Sec'y ;  Levi  Boutwell,  Treas.  ;  Gama- 
liel Wa.shburn,  Captain  of  the  Host;  Har- 
ry Richardson,  Principal  Sojourner;  Geo. 
S.  Johnson,  Royal  Arch  Captain;  IVL  O. 
Persons,  Master  of  3d  \'eil :  Joel  Winch, 
Jr.,  Master  of  2d  Veil;  J.  P.  W.  Vincent, 
Master  of  ist  Veil :  Henry  Crane,  Tyler. 

The  Chapter  has  held  its  meetings  in 
connection  with  Aurora  Lodge  continously 
since  its  organization,  sharing  with  it  in  the 
expenses  of  rent. 

Past  Hi^^k  /'/vtv/j— John  Poor,  T.  C. 
Taplin,  Gamaliel  Washburn.  Levi  Bout- 
-esvell,  C.  N.  Carpenter.  Eli  Balluu,  Fred.  E. 


Smith,  John  W.  Clark.  J 
burn,  James  S.  Peck. 


W.  F.  Wash- 


OxTicers  elected  April  14,  i88i— Geo.  W. 
Wing,  H.  i\ ;  Truman  C.  Phinney,  K. : 
Geo.  Atkins,  S.  :  Thos.  W.  Cave,  SccV  ; 
Jas.  C.  Houghton,  Treas.:  J.  W.  F. 
Washburn,  Crof  H.:  C.  Blakely,  P.  S.  ; 
Thos.  L.  Wood.  R.  A.  C.  :  Geo.  L.  Lane. 
.\L  3d  V. ;  Geo.  Blair,  AL  2d  \'.  :  Henry 
W.  Drew,  '\\.  ist  V. ;  Chas.  W.  Guernsey, 
Daniel  S.  Whcatley,  Stewards  :  Rev.  How- 
ard F.  Hill,  Chaplain:  Wm.  A.  Briggs, 
Organist;  lsa:ic  M.  Wright,  Tyler. 

No.  of  members,  112.  Stated  Convoca- 
tions, Thursday  evening  of  week  in  which 
the  nioon  fulls.  Annual,  April  convoca- 
tion. 

MONTPKLIKR  COLXCIL,  No.  4.  ROVAL 

AND  Selkct  Masters — Chartered  Aug. 
10,  1855. 

The  first  nieeting  was  held  June  30, 
1853, — working  under  the  old  charier, — 
with  the  following  officers  :  John  Poor,  Th. 
111.  G.  M.;  T.  C.  Taplin,  R.  III.  G.  M. ; 
Samuel  L.  Adams,  Hi.  G.  ?vL  ;  Otis  Peck, 
Prin.  Cond.;  Joel  Winch,  Capt.  of  G. : 
Harry  Richardson,  Marshal ;  Gamaliel 
Washburn,  Recorder;  Simeon  Eggleston, 
Tyler. 

They  held  meetings  until  Feb.  i,  1855, 
conferring  the  degrees  on  a  number  of 
companions.  Having  complied  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Council,  surren- 
dering their  old  charter,  and  requesting,  a 
new  one,  the  same  was  granted  them,  da- 
ted y\ug.  10,  1855. 

First  board  of  officers  elected. — T.  C. 
Taplin,  Th.  111.  G.  M. ;  Samuel  E.  Adams, 
R.  III.  G.  M. ;  David  Roberts,  III.  G.  M.  ; 
Wm.  P.  Badger,  Treas.  ;  John  E.  Badger, 
Recorder;  Gamaliel  Washburn,  Prin. 
Cond.  ;  John  W.  Hobart,  Capt.  of  the  G. ; 
W^m.  Rogers,  Marshal ;  Henry  Crane, 
Tyler. 

Fast  Illustrious  Masters — John  Poor, 
one  year;  T.  C.  Taplin,  nine  years;  Ga- 
maliel Washburn,  four  years  ;  Truman  C. 
Phinney,  who  received  his  eleventh  elec- 
tion April  14th,  1 88 1. 
'     Fn)ardof  o_[Jicers  elected .  I pril  14,  180 1 . — 
i  Truman  C.  Phinney,  Th.  III.  M.  ;  Fred. 
1  E.  Smith,  D.  M.  ;  John  W.  Clark,  P.  C 
i  of  the  W. ;  Jas.  C.  Houghton,  Treas. 
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Thos.H.  Cave,  Recorder;  Geo.  W.  Wing,  l  M.  T.  McNeely,  32°,  V.  J:  Grand  Warden  ; 
Capt.  of  the  G.  ;  J.  W.  F.  Washburn,  |  A.  N.  Pearson,  32°,  Grand  Orator;  M.  O. 
Cond.  of  the  C.  ;  Rev.  II.  F.  Hill,  Chap-  Tingree,  32-',  Grand  Keeper  of  the  Seals; 
lain;  W.  A.  Briggs,  Marshal;  Thos.  L.  H.  S.  Smith,  32°,  Grand  Treasurer ;  C.  H. 
Wood,  Steward;  Isanc  M;  Wright,  Sen-  Heaton,  t,2'\  Grand  Secretary;  S.  R. 
tinel.  [  Colby,  32'^,  G.  M.  of  Ceremonies  ;  C.  C. 

The  Council  occupies  th.e  same  hall  in  j  Church,  16°,  Grand  Hospitaler;  H.  Pat- 
coniiection  with  the  Lodge  and  Chapter.      terson,  14°,  Grand  Capt.  of  the  G. ;  J.  A. 

No.  of  members,  70.  Regular  Assem- i  Paine,  14°,  Grand  Organist ;  C.Clark,  14°, 
blies,  Thursday  evening  in  which  the  moon  '  Grand  Tyler;  H.  W^  Lyford,  14°,  Grand 


fulls.    Annual  in  April. 

Mount  Ziox  Co.mm.jlxdpirv,  No.  9, 
Knights  Teah'LAPv. — Date  of  charter, 
March  20,  1S73.  Charter  members,  Jon- 
athan L.  Mack,  Henry  D.  IJean,  Frank 
H.  Bascorn,  G.  V.C.  Eastman,  J.  Monroe 
Poland,  Jas.  W.  Brock,  Emory  Town,  C. 
E.  Abbott,  A.  McGilvary. 

First  Board  of  Opccrs.—].  L.  Mack, 
Eniinent  Commander :  H.  I).  Bean,  Gen- 
eralissimo; F.  H.  Bascorn,  Captain  Gen- 
eral;  G.  V.  C.  Eastman,  Prelate;  C.  E. 
Abbott,  Senior  Warden;  A.  McGilvary, 
Junior  Warden  ;  Joel  Winch,  Treasurer; 
J.  M.  Poland,  Recorder;  E.  Town,  Stand- 
ard Bearer ;  L.  Bart.  Cross,  Sword  Bearer  ; 
G.  W.  Til  den,  W^arder. 

OJjicers  Elect ed  Dec.  18S0.— J.  L.  Mack, 

E.  C. ;  Geo.  W.  Wing,  Generalissimo; 
Henry  Ferris,  Capt.  Gen. ;  C.  Blakely, 
Prelate;  J.  S.  Batchelder,  S.  W. ;  W.  A. 
Briggs,  J.  W. ;  J,  C.  Houghton,  Treas.  ; 
Geo.  At  :ins.  Recorder;  E.  L.  White,  St. 
B. ;  J.  C.  Cady,  Sw.  B. ;  J.  W.  F.  Wash- 
burn, W^arder;  George  Blair,  istCapt.  G. ; 
J.  Henry  Jackson,  2d  Capt.  G. ;  M.  Man- 
ning, 3d  Capt.  G. ;  A.  McGilvary,  Com- 
missary;  D.  S.  Wheatley,  Sentinel. 

Jonathan  L.  Mack  has  been  Eminent 
Commander  since  the  organization. 

Stated  Conclaves,  first  Thursday  in  each 
month  ;  No.  of  members,  38. 

Gamaliel  Lodge  of  Perfection, 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. — Dispen- 
sation granted  Dec.  15th,  1S74;  chartered 
Aug.  18th,  1S75  ;  con.-^tituted  Sept.  i6th, 
1875. 

First  Board  of  Officers.— Y.  H.  Bas- 
corn, 32^,  T.  P.  Grand  Master;  A.  C. 
Dewey,  32°,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  J.  W. 

F.  Washburn,  32°,  V.  S.  Grand  Warden  ; 


Chaplain. 

Board  of  Officers,  188 1 . — Rev.  Howard 

F.  Hill,  32\  T.  P.  Gr.  Master;  S.  R. 
Colby,  32°,  D.  Gr.  Master;  William  A. 
Briggs,  16°,  S.  Gr.  Warden;  Geo.  W\ 
White,  16=^,  J.  Gr.  Warden;  Ed.  R. 
Mor.se,  16",  Gr.  Orator;  C.  H.  Heaton, 
32^  Gr..  Secretary;  H.  W.  Lyford,  14°, 
Gr.  K.  of  Seals;  H.  C.  Bartlett,  32^,  Gr. 
xM.  ofCer.;H.  D.  Bean,  14°,  Gr.  LIos- 
pitalcr  :  Henry  Lowe,  16'^,  Gr.  Capt.  of  the 

G.  ;  J.  W.  F.  Washburn,  32°,  Gr.  Organ- 
ist;  I.  M.  Wright,  16°,  Gr.  Tyler. 

Regular  meetings,  Tuesday  evening  of 
week  in  v.hich  the  moon  fulls. 
Place  of  meeting.  Masonic  Hall. 

Mount  Calvary  Council  of  Princk.s 
OF  Jerusalem,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite. — Chartered  Sept.  20,  1880. 

Board  of  Oftcers,  r88i.— F.  H.  Bas- 
corn, 32°,  M.  E.  S.  P.  G.  M. ;  J.  W.  F. 
Washburn,  32"^,  G.  H.  P.  D.  G.  M. ; 
Chas.  H.  Heaton,  32°,  M.  E.  S.  G.  W. ; 
Geo.  W\  Wing,  16°,  M.  E.  J.  G.  W. ; 
S.  R'.  Cc^by,  32°,  Val.  Gr.  Treas. ;  Wm. 
A.  Briggs,  'I6^  V.  G.  S.  K.  of  S.  &  A. ; 
Rev.  H.  F.  Hill,  32°,  V.  G.  M.  of  Cer. ; 

H.  S.  Smith,32°,  Val.  Gr.  Almoner;  F.F. 
Fletcher,  16°,  V.  Gr.  M.  of  Ent. ;  Henry 
Lowe,  16°,  Gr.  Tyler. 

Regular  meetings,  Tuesday  evening  of 
week  in  which  the  moon  fulls,  at  Masonic 
Hall. 

St.  Helena  Conclave. — May  i,  1875, 
Frank  H.  Bascorn,  32°,  D.  D.  Intendanl 
General,  instituted  at  Masonig  Headquar- 
ters, Montpelier,  the  above  named  conclave 
of  the  "  Imperial,  Ecclesiastical  and  Mil- 
itary" Order  of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome 
and  Constantine,  the  Invincible  Order  of 
Knights  of  t!ie  Ploly  Sepulchre  and  the 
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Holy  Order  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  : 

Frank  H.  liascom,  32",  Montpelier, 
Most  Puissant  Sovereign  ;  J.  W.  F.  Wash- 
hv.rn,  37°,  MontDelier,  Viceroy;  George 
W.  Tilden,  Barre,  Senior  General ;  E..A. 
Newcomb,  Waterbury,  Junior  General ; 
J.  H.  Jackson,  Barre,  High  Prelate  ;  Albert 
Dewey,  32^,  Montpelier,  Recorder;  Geo. 
W.  Wing,  Montpelier,  Treasurer ;  Horace 
W.  Lyford,  Warren,  Prefect ;  H.  O.  Hatch, 
Barre,  Standard  Bearer;  ,D.  A.  Gray, 
Waterbury,  Herald  ;  John  C.  Cave,  14°, 
Montpelier,  Sentinel. 

This  Chivalric  and  Christian  Order  was 
founded  A.  D.  313,  by  Constantine.  the 
Great  Roman  Emperor.  It  is  the  Ancient 
Knighthood  of  Europe,  and  is  the  most 
ancient  body  of  Christian  Masonry  known. 
It  is  conferred  upon  Knights  Templaronly 
in  America,  and  is  the  ;/j  />/2/s  ultra  of 
York  Rite  Masonry,  being  conferred  upon 
a  select  few  only. 

Oct.  3,  1876,  Frank  H.  Bascom,  of 
Montpelier,  was  appointed  Deputy  for 
Vermont,  to  institute  Mt.  Sinai  Temple  of 
the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  It  is  conferred  only  on 
Knights  Templars  and  32°  and  33°  of  the 
A.  &  A.  Rite. 

Geo.  O.  Tyler,  33^,  of  Burlington,  was 
elected  ist  Grand  Potentate,  and  Charles 
H.  Heaton,  32°,  of  Montpelier,  GrandRe- 
corder.  The  present  Grand  Potentate  is 
A.  C.  Dewey,  32°,  and  F.  H.  Bascom,32, 
Grand  Recorder. 


KXIGilTS  OF  HONOR. 

Capital  Lodge,  No.  917. — Orgnnized 
Feb.  26,  1878.  Charter  members,  J.  W. 
Clark,  R.  J.  Coffey,  Orrin  Daley,  C.  H. 
Farnsworth,  Thos.  Marvin,  H.  M.Pierce, 
Geo.  V/.  Pamienter,  T.  C.  Phinney,  Geo. 
L.  Story,  D.  S.  Wheatley,  J.  15.  Wood- 
ward, Chas.  Wells. 

Regular  meetings,  first  and  third  Wed- 
day  evenings  in  each  month. 

Hall  in  Sabin's  Block,  Main  Street ; 
membership,  44. 


odd  fellows. 

Vermoxt  Lodge,  No.  2,  was  instituted 
May  15,  1845  ;  the  charter  was  granted 
April  26,  of  that  year.  The  charter  mem- 
bers were  Rev.  EU  Ballon,  Thos.  Poole, 
James  W.  Bigelow,  Lorenzo  Dow,  Wm. 
H.  Cottrrill. 

In  1852  it  suspended,  and  was  revived 
under  its  present  charter,  July  24,  1873. 

Charter  Me7nbcrs.—\.  T.  Keith,  C.  T. 
Summers,  A.  D.  Lane,  Chas.  F.  Collins, 
Marble  Russell,  Geo.  Reed,  T.  C.  Bar- 
rows, G.  B.  Dodge,  O.  T. TJodge,  L.  M. 
Washburn,  A.  N.  Pearson. 

The  first  officers  were,  A.  T.  Keith, 
N.  G. ;  A.  N.  Pearson,  V.  G. ;  A.  D.  Lane, 
Secretary. 

The  following  board  of  officers  were 
elected  July  1 ,  1881  : 

W.  D.  Reid,  N.  G. ;  A.  \\\  Ferrin,  V. 
G.  ;  H.  C.  Webster,  Rec.  Sec  y. ;  C.  F. 
Collins,  Per  Sec^-  ;  D.  W.  Dudley,  Treas. ; 
C.  .T.  Summers,  R.  S.  N.  G. ;  Henry 
Whitcomb,  L.  S.  N.  G. ;  C.  W.  Guern- 
sey, R.  S.  V.  G. :  A.  Clark,  L.  S.  V.  G. ; 
C.  E.  Wood,  Warden;  J.  H.  Jackson, 
Conductor;  H.  E.  Slayton,  Inside  Guard; 
Chas.  O.  Foster,  Outside  Guard;  Charles 
Ferrin,  R.  S.  S. ;  Orvilie  Dewey,  L.  S.  S. ; 
Rev.  H.  F.  Hill,  Chaplain. 

Hall  in  Post  Office  Block,  State  Street. 

Brooks  Post,  No.  13,  Grand  Army 
OF  THE  Republic,  was  instituted  April  28, 
1873. 

Charter  Mcmbers.~V.  P.  Pitkin,  F.  V. 
Randall,  J.  S.  Peck,  J.  W.  Clark,  J.  O. 
Livingston,  F.  E.  Smith,  Geo.  S.  Robin- 
son, C.  B.  Wilson,  J,  M.  Poland,  N.  N. 
Glazier,  A.  C.  Brown,  H.  C.  Lull,  O. 
Daley,  A.  G.  Bean  and  Elihu  Snow. 

Present  Officers. — W.  F.  Waterman, 
Commander;  W.  E.  Lawson,  Senior  Vice 
Commander;  N.  C.  Peck,  Junior  Vice 

'Commander;    H.  L.  Averill,  Adjutant; 

I  H.  M.  Pierce,  Quarter  Master;  Geo.  W. 

!  Colby,  Surgeon  ;  Chas.  A.  Sanders,  Chap- 

j  lain ;  W.  W.  Noyes,  Officer  of  the  dav; 

I  J.  J.  Young,  Officer  of  the  Guard  ;  C.  Y.. 

\  Stowe,  Q.  M.  Sergeant. 

I     The  Post  meets   the  first  and  third 
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Tuesday  evenings  in  the  month  at  their 
Hall,  on  South  Main  Street. 

The  Vo<{,  in  a  financial  point  of  view, 
is  even  with  the  world.  It  has  assisted 
many  deserving  soldiers  and  their  fam- 
ilies. It  has  always  observed  the  memo- 
rial services  on  Decoration  Day  in  a  man- 
ner highly  commendable ;  and  has  been 
assisted  materially  by  the  citizens  of  the 
Capital  on  that  day.  It  has  done  many 
deeds  of  charity,  and  still  has  that  work  to 
perform,  and  should  receive  the  aid  of  all 
good  citizens. 

Membership,  1 50. 

St.  John  Baptist  Be.nf.volent  So- 
ciety.— Incorporated  Nov.  23,  1S72. 

The  object  of  the  Saint  John  Bajnist 
Society  of -Monipelier  is  to  render  aid  to 
the  members  in  sickness,  and,  by  the  spirit 
of  Christian  association,  to  encoura_ii;e  the 
practice  of  the  social  virtues,  and  revive 
among  them  the  sentiments  of  their  na- 
tionality. To  accomplish  this  end,  as 
honorable  as  it  is  useful,  the  members 
agree  to  hold  frequent  meetings,  and  to 
make  regular  contributions  to  form  a  re- 
serve fund  by  means  of  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  expressed  in  the 
rules  of  the  society,  each  member  will  be 
entitled  to  a  daily  but  temporary  assist- 
ance. 

Charii)-  Members. —  Mitchell  Sweet, 
Eugene  Laviolette,,  John  C.White,  Joseph 
N.  Goron.  Cyprien  Peltiei ,  Dieu  D.  Nev- 
eaux,  Peter  St.  Rock,  Alexander  Camp- 
bell, John  Rock,  John  Doucette.  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  Jr.,  John  Jangraw,  Ferd 
La  Croix,  Seraphine  Neveaux,  Alexander 
Jangraw,  Humphrey  Campbell,  John  Gag- 
non,  Jesse  Cayhue,  Louis  Greenwood, 
Frank  Greenv/ood,  Frank  Lucie,  Louis 
Rodney,  David  Brown,  Leonard  Mailhote, 
Peter  Gay,  Jerry  Gay,  Frank  Lanier,  | 
Marcus  Louiselle.  Corliss  Desaulniers,  ! 
Edward  Rattell.  i 

Present  OffLcers,  1S81. — President,  Al- 1 
phonso  Shorey ;  \'ice  Pres"t,  Paul  Terieo  ;  ' 
Secretary,  Mitch.dl  Sweet;  Treasurer,.' 
Seraphine  Neveaux;  Marshid.  Louis  Rod-; 
ney.  \ 


Membership, 


MEMBERS  OF  WASHINGTON    ClJUNTV  I'.AK. 
BV  .JOSKI'lI  A.  M'lXG,  ESQ, 

The  following  are  now  residents  ai 
Montpelier: 

Homer  W.  Heaton,  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Washington  Co.,  November  term, 
1835  j  1^0^^'  aged  70. 

Joseph  A.  Wing,  admitted  to  the  Bar 
April  term,  1836,  and  in  iSSi  is  71  years 
of  age ;  practiced  in  Plainfield  till  June, 
1858,  and  since  that  time  has  practiced 
law  at  Montpelier. 

Luther  L.  Durant,  aged  54  years,  was 
adiititied  to  the  Bar  in  Washington  County. 
November  term,  1850.  Commenced  at 
Waitsfield,  June,  1852,  went  to  Water- 
bury  in  1855,  and  came  to  Montpelier, 
Nov.  1866. 

Carlisle  J.  Gleason,  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Washington  County,  vScptember. 
term,  1858. 

Whit.man  G.  Ferrin,  aged  64  years, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Lamoille  County, 
1S43,  June  term  ;  moved  to  Montpelier  in 
1859. 

Timothy  P.  Redfield,  aged  67  years, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Orleans  County, 
June  term,  1838  ;  practiced  in  that  county 
till  1S48,  when  he  removed  to  Montpelier. 
He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  by  the  Legislature  at  the  October 
session,  1870,  and  has  been  Judge  of  said 
Court  till  the  present  time. 

JosiAH  O.  Livingston,  admitted  in 
Lamoille,  May  term,  1861  ;  was  in  the 
Army  as  Adjutant  of  the  9th  Regiment ; 
moved  to  Montpelier  in  1872. 

Stephen  C.  Shurtleff,  aged  43  years, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Washington  Co. 
March  term,  1863;  commenced  at  Plain- 
field  in  October,  and  came  to  Montpelier, 
September,  1876. 

C.  H.  Heath,  aged  52  years,  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Lamoille  County.  Dec.  7. 
1S59;  removed  to  Plainfield  in  1859,  '^'^''^'^ 
from  there  to  Montpelier  in  1872. 

Thomas  J.  Deavitt,  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1867;  practiced  in  Moretuwn.  and 
moved  to  Montpelier  in  1873. 
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HIRA^t  A.  HuSE,  a  graduate  of  Albany 
Law  School  in  May,  1867;  admitted  in 
Orange  County,  removed  to  Montpelier  in 
1873,  "-^'^^  appointed  State  Librarian 
in  1S73. 

Bhn'Jamix  F.  Fifield,  aged  49  years, 
admitted  to  the  l^ar  in  Washington  Co.  in 
1859. 

Hiram  Cakletox,  aged  43  years,  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Washington  County 
at  the  September  term,  1865;  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  at  Wailslicld,  in  May, 
1866,  and  moved  from  there  to  MontpeHer 
in  December.  1S75. 

Melville  E.  Smilie,  aged  37  years, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Washington  County, 
^hirch  term.  1866.  He  began  practice  aL 
Waterbuiy  in  1S67,  and  removed to  Mont- 
pelicr  in  1875  ;  was  appointed  County 
Clerk  in  1876,  and  has  continued  clerk  to 
the  present  tinie. 

Geokge  W.  Wing,  aged  38  years,  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Washington  County, 
March  term,  1868. 

Tkumax  R.  Gordon,  aged.  30  years, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Washington  Co. 
Septem1)er  term,  1877;  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Montpelier  in  1S7S. 

Henry  K.  Field,  aged  35  years,  was 
admitted  to  Windham  County  Court,  Sept. 
term,  1871;  removed  to  Montpelier  in 
1872. 

Charles  W.  Porter,  aged  32  years, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Washington 
County,  Sept.  term,  1874. 

Clarence  H.  Pitkin,  aged  32  years, 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Washington 
County,  i\Larch  term,  1872.  He  is  the 
present  State's  Attorney  of  the  County. 

William  A.  Lord,  aged  32  years,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Washington  Co. 
March  term,  1876. 

Rush  P.  Barrett,  aged  26  years,  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Windsor  County, 
Dec.  7,  1S78;  removed  to  Montpelier  in 
May,  1 88 1. 

^Harrv  G.  DevsTng,  aged  29,  admitted 
to  tlie  Bar  of  Washington  County,  Sept. 
term,  1875. 


Harlan  W.  Kemp,  aged  23  years,  ad" 
mitted  to  the  Bar  of  W^ashington  County, 
Sept.  7,  1880. 

James  S.  Peck,  aged  41  years,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Washington  County, 
Sept.  7,  1866;  now  Postmaster  of  Mont- 
peHer, 

Osman  D.  Clark,  aged  26  years,  was 
admitted  to  tlie  Bar  of  Washington  Co. 
March  terni,  1879. 

John  G.  Wing,  aged  22  years,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  Washington  County, 
Sept.  term,  1880. 

Frank  W.  Tuttle,  aged  21  years,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Washington' Co.  at 
the  March  term,  1881. 

Henry  Ovjatt,  aged  33  years,  admit- 
I  ted  to  Washington  County  Bar,  March 
j  term,  1875;  the  present  short  hand  re- 
j  porter  of  the  Court. 

j  There  are  many  members  of  tiie  Bar  of 
I  Washington  County  who  were  once  resi- 
dents of  Montpelier,  who  are  now  living  in 
other  States,  who  are  honorable  members 
of  the  profession,  among  whom  are  Hon, 
Samuel  B.  Prentiss,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  ; 
Joseph  A,  Prentiss,  of  Winona,  Minn.  ; 
C.  W.  Prentiss,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
Chauncey  W.  Town,  of  New  York  city; 
J.  P.  C.  Cottrili,  of  Milwaukee:  Daniel  G. 
Thompson,  of  New  York  city  ;  Azel  Spald- 
ing, of  Kansas;  Chester  W.  Merrill,  of 
Cincinnati;  Rodney  Lund,  of  Boston;  N, 
A.  Taylor,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  Still- 
man  Churchill,  of  Chicago ;  Jeremiah  T. 
Marston,  of  iVLidison,  W^is. 

From  the  formation  of  the  County  of 
Washington,  tlie  bar  of  the  County  was 
noted  for  men  of  learning  and  talent,  who 
have  passed  away  by  death.  Of  those  who 
have  died  who  lived  in  Montpelier,  or  had 
their  offices  in  Montpelier,  are  the  follow- 
ing, many  of  whom  should  have  more  than 
a  passing  notice  :  Charles  Bulkley,  Cyrus 
Ware,  Samuel  I*rentiss,  Wm.  Upham, 
Nicholas  Baylies,  Jeduthan  Loomis,  Azro 
Loomis,  Lucius  B.  Peck,.Stoddard  B.  Col- 
by, Oramcl  H.  Smith,  Wm.  P,  Briggs, 
Jackson  A.  Vail,  William  H.  Upham,  Jon- 
athan P.  Miller,  D.  P.Thompson,  George 
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R.  Thompson,  Calvin  J.  Keith,  Samuel  B. 
Prentiss,  C.  W.  Willard,  Charles  Reed, 
Charles  F.  Snach,  Ferrand  F.  Merrill, 
Timothy  Merrill,  Thomas  Reed,  Hezekiah 
H.  Reed>  Toshiui  V.  Vail.  J.  T.  Marston, 
Geoige  Vj.  Manser,  Samuel  Wells,  George 
W.  Bailey,  Jr.,  Sanniel  W.  Chandler. 

CD.  Swazey,  C.  D.  Harvey,  R.  S. 
Boutwell,  were  in  Montpelier  in  1865, 
v.hether  living  or  not  I  cannot  tell. 

[Note. — Judge  Bulkley  is  noticed  in 


President,  Walter  C.  Dunton,  Rutland  ; 
Vice  Presidents,  Warren  C.  French, Wood- 
stock, John  Prout,  Rutland,  Guy  C.  Noble, 
St.  xA.lbans  ;  Secretary,  Clarence  H.  Pitkin, 
Montpelier;  Treasurer,  Wrn.  G.  Shaw, 
Burlington. 

The  3d  annual  meeting  v;as  held  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  25th,  18S1,  when  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected  : 

President,  Daniel  Roberts,  Burlington; 
Vice  Presidents,  Geo.  W.  Harmon,  Ben- 


Berlin  and  in  these  pages  a.s  the  first  post- 1  nington,  John  L.  Edwards,  Newport,  Ros- 
master  in  Montpelier,  and  the  first  lawyer. 
We  have  been  told  he  was  a  strong  man, 
of  tine  talent,  and  that  the  house  is  still 
standing  on  Berlin  side  in  which  he  lived, 
which'  is  all  we  have  been  able  to  learn 
about  him.  We  would  be  pleased  to  learn  |  j 
more,  as  also  of  any  and  all  mentioned,  of 
whom  we  l<ave  not  full  notice  among-  our 
biographies  to  yet  follow,  which  embrace 
at  least  twenty  or  more  of  the  above 
names. — Ed.] 


'    VERMONT  BA;i  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association  was  formed  Oct.  22, 
1878,  at  Montpelier,  and  organized  by  the 
appointment  of  the  following  officers  : 

President,  Edward  J.  Phelps,  Iku'ling- 
ton;  Vige  Presidents,  G.  W.  Harmon, 
Bennington, Wheelock  G.  \'eazey, Rutland, 
William  E.  Johnson,  Woodstock,  Guy  C. 
Noble,  St.  Albans,  Wm.  P.  Dillingham, 
Waterbury  ;  Secretary.  Hiram  F.  Stevens, 
St.  Albans;  Treasurer,  Wm.  G.  Shaw, 
Burlington 

The  association  numbered  about  100 
members,  and  was  chartered  by  tne 
Legislature  of  1878,  approved  Nov.  14, 
1878,  and  duly  organized  under  the  charter 
by  the  election  of  the  officers  above  named 
for  one  year.  At  the  first  annual  meeting, 
at  Montpelier,  Oct.  28,  1879,  ^^"^^  follow- 


ing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year:  President,  L.  P.  Poland,  of  St. 
Johnsbury;  Vice  Presidents,  George  W. 
Harmon,  Bennington,  Roswell  Farnham, 
Bradford,  John  L.  Fldwards,  Newport; 
Secretary,  Clarence  H.  Pitkin,  Montpelier 
Treasurer,  V/m.  G.  Shaw,  Burlington. 


well  Farnham,  Bradford;  Secretary,  Clar- 
ence H.  Pitkin.  i\Iontpelier ;  Treasurer, 
Chas.  W.  Porter,  Montpelier;  Managers, 
Daniel  Roberts,  Burlington,  W.  P.  Dil- 
ingham,  Waterbury,  John  W.  Rowell, 
Randolpli,  O.  E.  Butterfield,  Wilmington, 
Henry  C.  Ide,  St.  Johnsbury. 

The  association  is  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition, v.'ith  about  120  members,  from  all 
parts  of  the  State,  and  is  of  great  beneiit 
to  the  legal  profession  in  the  State. 

THE  MEDICAL  .MEX  OF  MOXTFELIEK. 

r.Y  SrilXEK  PCT.VAM,  M.  D. 

Physicians  who  have  lived  and  practiced 
in  Montpelier  within  my  remembrance  or 
since  1828  : 


Dr.  Edward  Lamb  was  the  leading 
physician  in  this  town  for  over  40  years. 
Pie  died  at  the  age  of  74,  in  1845. 

Dr.  James  Spalding,  who  died  in 
1858  at  the  age  of  66,  v.as  the  chief  sur- 
geon here  for  many  years. 

Dr.  J.  Y.  Dewey  had  a  full  practice 
here  from  1825  to  1850,  when  he  became 
interested  in  life  insurance,  and  discontin- 
ued practice.    He  died  in  1877. 

As  these  men  reached  the  zenith  of  their 
fame.  Dr.  F.  W.  Adams  of  Barton  suc- 
ceeded them,  and  being  a  ..hole  team  in 
himself  soon  acquired  fame.  If  reports 
were  true,  he  neither  feared  man,  nor  the 
.  I  God  of  his  fadiers,  but  was  really  a  kind- 
hearted  man,  a  good  physician  and  sur- 


The  2d  annual  meeting  of  the  association  \  geon. 
was  held  on  the  4th  Tuesday  in  October,  \  Dr 


He  died  in  1S59  '^^ 
Z.  P.  Burnham  practiced  here  a 


18S0,  when  the  following  officers  were  ap-  few  years,  but  about  1840  moved  to  Low- 


pointed  : 


ell,  Mass. 


'i 

I. 
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Dr.  Ezra  Paink  was  a  practitioner  here 
from  1859  to  73,  when  he  moved  to  Bos- 
ton, where  he  now  resides. 

In  1S49,  Dr.  Chas.  Clark  moved  into 
Monlpcii;.-;,  aiul  h<t>l  a  large  pnictice  iii  the 


Chandler,  came  here  in  i860,  but  went 
south  as  surgeon  during  the  war,  and  final- 
ly settled  in  practice  here  in  the  fall  of 
1865. 

Dr.  S.  Putnam,  now-  the  oldest  physi- 


village  and  surrounding  country  until  1865,  cian  in  town,  came  here  in  the  spring  of 
when  his  health  failed.  He  died  in  1S74  I  1865,  and  desiring  to  establish  himself  hon- 
at  the  age  of  74  years.  orably,  and  crowd  no  one,  purchased  the 

Dr.  C.  M.  RuHLKK  born  in  town;  died  I  residence  and  ''good  iji/l"  of  the  late  Dr. 


in  town  1870.  [See  sketch  in  the  biogra- 
phies.] 

About  1850,  Dr.  Okrin  Smith  of  P>crlin 
moved   here,  and  practiced  until   1856,  j 


Chas.  Clark,  the  latter  of  which  purchases 
he  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  retain,  if 
indeed,  he  ever  received  iL  at  all. 

The  same  year,  1S65,  Dr.  J.  12.  Macom- 
when  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  has  since  j  i-^h,  a  native  of  East  Montpclier,  moved 
died.    I  have  heard  many  of  his  former  I  to  this  place  from  Worcester, 
patrons  speak  of  him  with  respect.  I     In  1866,  Dr.  D.  G.  Kemi-  succeeded  Dr. 

Dr.  C.  P>.  Chandler  came  from  Tun- j  W.  H.  H.  Richardson  iu  practice, 
bridge  in  1856;  died  in  1S67.    He  was  re- i     Dr.  J.  B.  Woodw^akd  came,  I  think, 
specied  by  all  who  knew  him.    [See sketch  |  from  Kansas  to  this  place,  about  1870, 


in  biographies.] 

About  1850,  Dr.  T.  C.  Taplix  practiced 
homceopathy,  and  adhered  to  liigh  dilu- 
tions, too. 

Then  followed  Dr.  G.  N.  Brigham, 
homoeopathist,  who  did  not  always  give 
infinitesimals,  and  moved  to  Michigan  in 
1875. 

Dr.  B.  O.  I'YI.ER,  I  think,  moved  from 
Worcester  to  this  place  and  became  en- 
gaged mostly  in  selling  drugs.  He  died 
May  20,  1878,  at  an  advanced  age. 

Dr.  W\  H.  H.  Richardson  moved  here 
about  1858,  from  E.  Montpelier,  and  prac- 
ticed successfully  till  1867,  when  he 
moved  to  Winona,  Minn.,  to  continue 
practice,  and  engaged,  somewhat,  in  real 
estate  speculations,  but  in  a  few  years  died 
suddenly  of  apoplexy  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Since  the  days  of  Lamb,  Spalding,  and 
Dewey,  up  to  the  dates  of  those  at  present 
here,  two  or  three  other  physicians  have 
practiced  here,  for  a  short  time,  viz  : — Dr. 
-G.  H.  LooMis,  Dr.  W.  Azel  Holmes, 
Dr.  F.  A.  McDowell,  Dr.  M.  M.  Marsh, 
and  Dr.  J.  H.  Jackson.  Dr.  H.  L.  Rich- 
ardson practiced  here  in  1866,  and  Dr. 
Mullig.an  about  1858  or '59 ;  the  latter 
of  whom  died  here  soon  after  beginning 
practice. 

Of  the  physicians  at  present  in  practice 
here,  Dr.  C.  M.  Chandler,  .son  of  C.  B. 


having  formerly  pnicticcd  in  Waterbury, 
this  county.  He  engaged  at  first  in  the 
drug  trade  but  soon  came  into  practice, 
which  he  pursued  with  avidity  until  the 
fall  of  1879,  when  in  consequence  of  a 
slight  wound  of  the  finger,  received  during 
a  surgical  operation,  cellulites  and  septicae- 
mia super\-ened,  sadly  terminating  in  death. 

About  1876,  Dr.  H.  G.  Brigham,  hom- 
aopathist,  succeeded  his  father  G.  N. 
PJrigham  in  practice. 

The  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine,  so 
called,  (Thompsonians  formerly)  have 
been  represented  here  since  about  1864  by 
Dr.  J.  M.  Templeton,  and  latterly  also, 
by  Dr.  H.  E.  Templeton. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  Madame 
Lucy  A.  Cooke  has  been  consulted  here 
as  a  clairvoyant  physician,  her  patrons 
coming  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

In  che  spring  of  1880,  Dr.  W.  D.  Reid, 
from  Canada^W^est,  opened  an  office  here, 
and  about  the  same  time  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Ma- 
LOV  began  practice  in  Montpelier. 

Oct.  29,  188 1. 

RESIDENT  DENTISTS. 

O.  P.  Forbush,  for  some  years  here; 
Richard  Newton,  partner  with  Forbush  ; 
Alfred  Clark  ;  H.  T.  Whitney  ;  G.  E.  Plunt 
opened  an  office  here  Oct.,  1S79. 


i6D 


VERMONT  lUSTORlCAL  MAGAZINE. 


i 

mY 


The  morning  ofliie  is  gone, 
The  evening  shaJes  appear; 

LOREN/.O  DOW,  IX  THIS  COUNTY.  | 

I 

Chief  amons:  the  earlv  missionaries  in  I 
Washington  County  and  in  Montpelier,  | 
was  Lorenzo  Dow,  a  Methodist  preach-  I 
er ;  not  a  conference  preacher,  exactly,  j 
but  one  whose  circuit  extended  all  over 
Vermont,  the  Canadas,  the  South,  Ire- 
land, Scotland,  and  wherever  he  chose  to 
go  ;  who  came  and  went  as  the  "wind  that 
bloweth   wherever  it   listeth.'"    A  true, 
genuine   methodist    though ;     he  never 
preached  any  other  doctrine.    The  pio- 
neer of  methodism  in  Washington  County  ; 
but  a  man  who  must  be  his  own  leader, 
who  could  never  restrain  himself  to  circuit 
rules.    He  had  joined  the  Methodist  con- 
ference in  his  youth,  had  been  appointed 
to  a  circuit ;  it  could  not  hold  him  ;  remon- 
strated with,  reappointed,  shot  otT  on  a 
fervent  tangent.   Conference  dropped  him, 
could  not  keep  a  man  it  could  neither  rule  i 


or  guide.  Every  minister 
seemed  against  him — Cal- 
vinistic  divine,  regular 
Methodist  circuit  preach- 
er as  well, — decried  by  all, 
he  prevailed.  He  thick- 
ened* his  appointments, 
the  multitude  hung  on  the 
words  from  his  lips,  his 
oddities  attracted,  his  ec- 
centricities were  his  ga^at 
charm.  He  was  called 
••Crazy  Dow,"  which  name 
seemed  to  please  him.  very 
well.  From  his  home  in 
Connecticut,  he  had  his 
yearly  line  of  preaching 
places  all  up  through  into 
Canada.  On  his  annual 
visit  to  Vermont,  he  al- 
ways visited  lliis  County. 
W'e  hear  of  him  before  he 
enters  at  Danville  :  when 
entered,  in  Cabot,  Calais, 
Plainfield,  Barre  and  al- 
ways at  Montpelier.  At 
the  close  of  a  first  visit  to 
Montpelier,  as  narrated  to 
me  a  few  years  since,  by 
an  old  gentleman,  now 
dead,  who  was  present, 
and  his  devoted  admirer,  Dow  said  at 
parting  with  his  audience  ''One  year  from 
this  da}',  I  will  again  preach  here.''  The 
people  after  he  left  laughed  at  his  giving 
out  an  appointment  so  far  ahead  and  at 
his  supposing  that  he  would  keep  it.  The 
year  came  round,  no  one  remembered  it, 
but,  lo !  in  a  }  ear  to  the  day  and  hour,  Dow 
appeared  to  fulfil  his  engagement ;  his 
first  salutation  to  the  crowd,  gathering 
around  him,  "Crazy  Dow  is  with  you 
once  again  I"  He  preached  as  I  never 
heard  any  one  but  him  ;  for  three  hours  he 
held  his  large  audience  so  still  you  could 
have  heard  a  pin  drop  on  the  floor,  said 
our  narrator,  and  at  the  end  of  his  sermon, 
gave  out  another  appointment  for  a  year 
from  the  day.  People  ratlier  looked  for 
him  the  next  year.  As  he  left  in  the  morn- 
ing and  kept  to  the  hour  as  well  as  day 
before,  he  was  expected  in  the  morning 
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We  are  journeying  to  lliat  laud 
From  ■vNlitiice  there's  110  return. 

again,  and  not  appearing  some  said  he 
would  not  come,  others  that  lie  would  be 
here  before  night,  and  others  that  because 
a  crazy  man  had  taken  the  freak  to  keep  an 
appointment  once,  there  was  no  reason  to 
look  for  him  to  do  so  again.  His  appear- 
ance in  the  afternoon  put  an  end  to  the 
growing  anxiety.  On  he  came,  about 
mid-afternoon,  accompanied  by  Peggy.  He 
was  not  manied  when  he  came  before,  or 
did  not  bring  his  wife  with  him.  They 
both  were  dressed  in  plain,  homespun, 
woolen  garments,  a  long  cloak  of  plain 
woolen  cloth  reaching  to  their  feet,  wooden 
shoes  on  their  feet,  and  both  wore  large 
brimmed  chip  hats,  just  alike,  and  each 
carried  a  staft"  or  walking-stick.  They 
journeyed  upon  horseback,  but  dismounted  i  his  wife  by  Dow.    The  State  Historical 


late,  that  his  companion 
could  not  travel  as  fast  as 
he  could,  and  declined  an 
invitation  to  dinner,  al- 
though neither  he  or  his 
companion  had  dined  tb.at 
day.    It  was  getting  late 
for  his  meeting ;  he  would 
not  take  any  refreshments 
till  after  he  had  preached 
a  long  sermon,  nor  suffer 
his  wife  to.    Dow  mounted 
the  platform,  and  seating 
hmiself  in  the  chair,  sat 
for  some  moments  silently, 
gazing  intently  at  his  au- 
dience, and  then  suddenly 
arising  upon  his  feet,  at  a 
signal  from  him,  Peggy, 
who  was  seated  with  the 
o      audience,  arose  to  her  feet 
— clad  in  her  long  cloak 
and   hat,  stood  gravely 
waiting.  Said  Dow,  "This 
Avoman  with  me  is  Peggy 
Dow.    I  have  brought  her 
with  me  that  she  may  teach 
thew^omen  subservience  to 
their  husbands."  To  Peg- 
gy, "Stand  still!"  Peggy 
stood    very  still.  "Be 
seated  !  "    I^eggy  sat  down.     Dow  com- 
menced his  sermon,  preaching  with  his 
cloak  and  hat  on.    Dow  always  wore  his 
hat  w'hen  he  preached,  and  as  he  never 
shaved,  had  a  very  long  beard,  that  added 
to  his  conspicuous  and  distinguished  ap- 
pearance.   Peggy,  a  simple  and  amiable 
woman,  was  a  good  help  to  Dow.  She 
greatly  delighted  in  class  and  prayer- 
meetings,  and  was  a  very  good  singer. 
"PeggyDoAv's  Hymn  Book" — See  Oilman's 
Bibliotheca,  p.  315, — was  printed  at  Mont- 
pelier.    Here  it  was  probably  first  used  in 
the  meetings  of  those  early  days.  Long 
after  Peggy's  death,  the  hymn  book  was 
used  by  Dow.    A  gentleman  in  Montpelier 
has  one  now  that  was  «^iven  to  him  or  to 


without  the  village,  and  walked  up  the 
street  to  the  place  for  the  meeting,  follow- 
ed by  the  crowd.    Dow  excused  his  being 

46 


Library  has  a  copy.  Lorenzo  Dow  had 
opposition,  however,  to  meet  at  Mont- 
peiier,  as  well  as  elsewhere.    It  was  this, 
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perhaps,  made Montpelicr a  favorite preacli- !  concealed  by  the  thick  foliage.  The  eve- 
ing  place.  Opposition  gave  an  attraction  !  ning  before,  Dow  came  to  the  spot  with  a 
to  a  phrc.  He  counted  upon  it  to  succeed,  i  negro,  a  good  trumpet  blower.  Standing 
It  was  ladder  and  platform  to  him.  That  j  under  the  tree,  Dow  thus  instructed  him  : 
churches  or  clergy  combined  against  him,  I  He  should  come  befoie  any  one  in  t'ne 
but  added  to  his  popularity.  One  year  ;  morning,  and  hide  in  the  tree  overheatL 
some  good  chmch  ladies  of  this  village,  j  and  remain  breathlessly  still  till  Dow  in 
loving  quiet  and  orderly  ways,  took  the  I  his  preaching  should  call  out  the  third  time 
matter  in  hand,  and  in  the  school-house  j  -  Gabriel  and  then  blow  his  trumpet, 
where  the  meetings  were  held  put  in  a  ;  The  morning  opened,  to  a  vast  dark  as- 
cjuilt.  A  party  of  ladies  were  at  work  j  5;embly.  Lorenzo  preached  on  the  "  Judg- 
when  Dow  arrived.  Not  a  word  he  said  !  mcnt  Day,' —a  tremendous  sermon,— and 
to  the  ladies'  blockade.  A  momenf  he  |  when  he  had  wrought  the  crowd  up  to  its 
stood  in  the  open  door,  in  his  uncouth  !  highest  pitch,— pausing,  listening,— cried 
long  garment  and  unshorn  awfulness,  look- j  out  again,  still  more  loud  and  terrific— 
ing  majestically  upon  the  equally  silent !"  But  you  don't  believe  it !  If  I  were  to 
and  suddenly  abashed  ladies,  when,  turn- j  tell  you  that  (iabritl— w/// .yw/;/^;' ///V /r///;/- 
ing  from  ihe  door,  sjiringbig  upon  a  wood- /yc:/—t'',ford  we  leave  tJiis  spot— you  would 
pile  in  the  yard,  he  commenced  preaching,  i  not  believe  me !  The  earth  may  open  be- 
Long  l)efore  he  ended,  a  crowd  packed  the  |  neath  your  feet,  and  you  tumble  into  hell, 
yard  around  him,  and  every  woman  in  the  1  before  you  will  believe  1  This  trumpet  may 
schwol-l.ou  c  was  :,een  at  the  windows  and  i  sound  this  very  day  \''  The  audience  be- 
at the  door.  It  had  been  utterly  impossi- 1  came  strangely  excited.  "  Gabriel  may 
ble  for  them  to  restrain  their  curiosity,  j  sound  his  trumpet  at  any  time  now.''  Gaz- 
and  listening,  had  become  so  magnetized  |  ing  intently  up— "Methinks  I  see  him! 
>y  the  marvelous  man,  they  took  out  the  |  Methinks  I  hear  his  trumpet  now!  Ga- 
unfinished  quilt,  and  surrendered  the  '  briel  will  A  quick  trumpet  peal  over- 
school-house  for  the  evening.  Dow  said  |  head  ;  a  startled  negro  crowd,  eyes  rolling 
when  he  saw  the  ladies  there,  he  made  up  |  in  their  sockets  ;  a  blast  more  loud,— 
his  mind  he  should  be  present  attheshak-  groanings,  falling  upon  their  knees,  black 


ing  of  that  quilt,  and  he  was. 


terror  developed, — shriller  and  shriller  the 


Again  he  preached  on  the  wood-pile  at  i  invisible  trumpet ;  confusion,  flight,  clutch- 
the  door  of  the  old  Court  House,  closed  |  ings  to  each  other,  some  praying,  others 
against  him,  and  drew  out,  it  is  said,  all  i  famting.  W  th  the  loudest  blast,  the  ne- 
the  audience  of  a  '-four  days'  meeting,"  ;  gro,  tmmpet  in  hand,  leaped  in  his  excite- 
that  had  been  got  up  just  as  he  was  com-  j  ment  from  the  tree  into  the  sprawling 
ing,  but  five.  Hearing  Dow*s  voice  with- j  crowd,  mistaken  for  Gabriel.  Dow  took 
out,  at  first  one  man  stole  out,  then  an-  \  advantage  of  the  confusion  to  leave.  He 
other  and  another.  In  vain  the  minister  |  afterwards  called  it  a  trial  of  the  power  of 
paused  in  the  midst  of  his  sermon  to  look  '  of  imagination, 
reproof,  and  continued  his  discourse.  An-  | 

other  left,  now  a  whole  seat  at  once.  The  j  Finding  on  the  fresh  leaves  of  our  early 
minister  finished  his  sermon,  but  at  the  j  history  the  tracks  of  this  eccentric  Dow 
end  only  five  persons  were  left  in  the  |  "  everywhere,"  we  had  thought  to  trace  out 
house — himself,  the  two  other  ministers  !  some  account  of  his  labors  here  and  else- 
seated  beside  him,  and  the  two  deacons,  j  where  from  his  published  journal,  but 
He  kept  the  people  awake  while  with  learning  that  a  first  nephew  of  his  was  still 
them,  and  in  his  absence  they  heard  of  {  living,  we  will  do  better,  and  introduce  to 
him:  now  in  Georgia,  among  the  planta- !  you,  with  his  faithful  and  graphic  memorial 
tions  South,  having  splendid  success.  He  |  paper,  Mr.  Lewis  J.  Bkidgman,  of  New 
was  to  preach  under  a  large  tree.  A  man  j  York,  a  son  of  Vermont,"  Biographist  of 
could  sit  among  the  branches  perfecUy  |  his  famous  uncle,  Lorenzo  Dow, 
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LEWIS  JOSEPH  BRIDGIMAN. 


The  following  sketch  of  the  Life  aiid  Times  of  the  celebrated  Lorenzo  Dow,  and  his  first  wife,  Pbgov  Dow> 
is  co:n'.i!ed  fioM  some  of  their  own  writings,  but  piincipally  is  original  matter,  known  to  no  one  outside  of  the 
author.  LEWIS  JOSEPH  BRIDGMAN. 

Note  to  the  Reader. — Having  been  |  possessed  a  point  often  bordering  on  the 
requested  to  write  a  brief  sl<etch  of  the  life  i  satirical.  Like  his  father  before  him,  he 
of  the  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow,  for  pubU-  |  was  gifted  with  a  great  amount  of  "handy 
cation  in  the  history  of  Vermont,  I  comply  j  change,'"  as  he  used  to  denominate  wit. 
with  the  pressing  request,  yet  at  this  busy  |  His  memory  was  also  remarkable,  border- 
season  of  commercial  business,  I  can  i  ing  on  the  marvelous.  The  memory  of 
scarcely  tind  the  time  to  do  justice  to  so  |  Lorenzo  being  as  strong  as  it  is  reported, 
distinguished  a  character  as  tlie  subject  of  was  nevertheless  eclipsed  by  his  father, 
this  brief  memoir.  I  know  of  whom  I  Humphrey  Bean  Dow,  whicli  was  so  re- 
write. His  eccentricities. of  charactermay  tentive,  that  by  hearing  any  one  verse  read 
have  sometimes  made  him  the  subject  of!  in  any  part  of  the  Bible,  he  would  readily 
ridicule  and  jest,  still  lie  possessed  talents  :  repeat  the  next;  as  incredible  as  this  ma> 
of  a  very  high  order,  that  on  many  occa-  j  appear,  he  was  often  put  to  the  test  in  the 
sions  in  forensic  discourses  iiave  discom-  i  presence  of  the  family,  when  I  have  been 
fitted  his  opponents,  and  drawn  from  them  j  an  interested  spectator,  and  I  never  re- 
the  warmest  congratulations.  He  })ossess- !  member  of  any  omission, 
ed  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  idio.syncra- ,  I  recollect  well  when  I  was  a  boy  ,  L'ncle 
sies  of  the  Dovv  race;  Init  all  his  oddities  Lorenzo  came  to  visit  his   sister,  (my 
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mother,)  while  we  were  living  in  Hard- 
wick,  Vt.  One  day  at  dinner  we  had  a 
new  pitclier,  made  to  commemorate  some 
of  the  events  of  the  war  of  1812-14  with 
Great  Ikitain.  Upon  one  side  of  the 
pitcher  was  a  spread  eagle  in  gilt,  with  a 
w  reaih  running  around  the  eagle  of  chain- 
work,  and  in  each  link  of  the  chain,  there 
being  21  links,  were  the  names  of  our  gen- 
erals who  fought  during  the  war.  Gen. 
Brown's  name  stood  at  the  top.  Uncle 
took  up  the  pitcher,  and  told  the  number 
of  battles  Gen.  lirown  had  fought,  the  num- 
ber of  men  he  had  in  each  action,  the  killed, 
wounded  and  missing :  those  who  fought 
against  him,  the  number  of  men  killed  and 
taken  prisoners :  so  with  each  general 
until  he  had  gone  through  with  the  entire 
number.  Then  turning  the  pitcher  around 
Lo  the  leveisc  side,  ih.Mi.  was  a  picture  of 
a  gilt  ship  under  full  sail,  with  the  'names 
of  the  commodores  or  post  captains  who 
took  part  in  the  same  war,  Commodore 
Rogers'  name  standing  at  tlie  top.  Uncle 
gave  also  the  number  of  naval  battles, 
when  and  where  fought,  the  number  of 
ships  he  commanded  ii:  each,  number  of 
men,  how  many  lost,  and  how  many  pris- 
oners he  took,  and  the  minute  history  and 
details  of  each  commander.  The  time 
taken  in  relating  the  battles  was  some  two 
hours  and  a  half. 

LORENZO  J)OW 

was  born  of  Puritan  parents,  in  Coven- 
try, Tolland  Co.,  Ct.,  October  i8th,  1777. 
His  parents  were  born  in  the  same  town, 
from  English  ancestors.  Ulysses,  the 
oldest  of  the  family,  studied  medicine,  but 
finally  devoted  his  time  to  teaching  in  an 
academy  in  New  London,  Ct.  He  taught 
the  classics,  astronomy,  surA'eying,  and 
navigation.  He  taught  the  latter  to  many 
of  the  post  captains  in  our  young  navv. 
The  ne.xt  in  the  family  was  Ethelinda  Dow, 
my  mother,  who  subsequently  married 
Joseph  Bridgm.an,  then  living  in  Coventry. 
Subsequently  m)"  parents  moved  to  Hard- 
wick,  Vt..  where  my  brottier.  Rev.  Au- 
gustus Leroy,  and  Christiania  and  the 
writer  of  this  article  were  born.  The  next 
daughter  in  my  grandfiither's  family  was 
Orrilana,  who  while  visiting  my  mother  in 


Hardwick,  became  acciuainted  with  Mr. 
Fish,  and  married  him  there.  The  next 
daughter,  Merya,  married  the  son  of  Gov. 
Huntington,  of  Connecticut,  and  settled 
first  in  Georgia.  The  next  was  Lorenzo, 
and  the  youngest  was  Tabitha,  who, 
while  on  a  visit  to  her  sisters  in  Hard- 
wick, became  acquainted  with  Capt.  Sam- 
uel Frencli,  of  that  town,  and  married 
him.  These  three  sisters  marrying  in 
that  town,  were  among  the  first  families 
to  settle  in  that  new  country,  and  their  de- 
scendants have  filled  offices  of  trust  and 
])rofit  in  various  departments  of  govern- 
ment and  state.  The  only  son  of  the 
author  of  this  sketch  is  pastor  of  a  large 
and  flourishing  church  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  is  the  youngest  man  who  ever  had  the 
title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  conferred  on 
j  him  this  country. 

In  younger  life,  Lorenzo  was  possessed 
of  a  very  weak  and  tender  constitution 
which  prevented  him  from  joining  in  those 
athletic  sports  which  have  a  tendency  to 
bring  health  and  ■  strength  to  the  young. 
His  mind  at  a  very  early  age  became  re- 
ligiously impressed  with  the  thoughts  of 
God  and  die  works  of  Creation ;  and  the 
questions  he  would  ask  his  parents,  showed 
characteristics  far  beyond  his  years.  A 
little  later,  while  laboring,  in  more  mature 
years,  under  that  harrassing  disease  the 
asthma,  he  showed  a  resignation  that  was 
surprising  in  one  so  young.  He  tells  us 
in  his  autobiography  that  at  the  age  of  12 
years,  his  hopes  of  worldly  pleasure  was 
greatly  blasted  by  a  sudden  illness  occa- 
j  sioned  by  overheating  himself  with  hard 
I  labor,  and  drinking  cold  water  while  in  that 
state,  that  in  subsequent  years,  would  al- 
most take  his  breath,  from  the  most  excru- 
ciating pains.  About  this  time  his  mind 
became  greatly  exercised  on  the  subject  of 
his  salvation.  One  night  he  dreamed  that 
he  saw  the  prophet  Nathan  in  a  large  as- 
sembly of  people,  prophesying  many 
things.  I  got  an  opportunity,  (he  says) 
to  ask  him  how  long  I  should  live.'  The 
prophet  answered,  until  you  are  two  and 
twenty.  This  dream  was  so  imprinted  up- 
on his  mind,  that  it  caused  many  serious 
and  painful  hours  at  intervals. 
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When  about  13  years  and  upward,  lie 
tells  us  he  was  much  impressed  by  the 
death  of  John  Wesley  (1791 .)  He  dreamed 
thathe  saw  Wesley,  who  asked  hhvi  if  he  ev- 
er prayed,  he  said  no,  an:!  soon  after  lie  met 
Wesley  a  second  time,  who  asked  him  the 
same  question  again,  and  he  answered  no, 
when  Wesley  said  you  must,  and  disap- 
peared. In  the  same  dream,  Wesley  came 
once  more,  and  asked  the  same  question, 
he  told  him  that  he  had  prayed,  then  said 
Wesley,  "be  faithful  until  death.*"  This 
dream  so  impressed  him,  that  he  broke  off 
from  his  old  companions  and  began  a 
course  of  secret  prayer  which  lasted  through 
life.  Subsequently  his  feelings  were  so 
aroused  by  the  doctrine  of  unconditional 
reprobation  and  particular  election,  he  be- 
came nearly  deranged. 

About  this  time  the  .Methodists  came  in- 
to Coventry  and  began  preaching,  and  he 
went  to  hear  them.  On  one  occasion,  the 
preacher  took  for  his  text  '"Is  there  no 
balm  in  Gilead?  Is  there  no  physician 
there?'' 

[tlere  follows  a  page  of  a  sermon  on 
hell  and  its  piuigent  effect  on  a  mind  la- 
boring under  "election," — we  omit.  We 
do  not  give  sermons  and  the  statements 
seem  sufficient. — Ed.] 

It  nearly  drove  him  to  commit  suicide. 
The  idea  that  tilled  his  mind  was  that  there 
was  no  mercy  for  hini.  Pie  at  last  threw 
himself  on  the  ground,  and  cried  to  the 
Lord,  "I  submit;  I  yield  I  If  there  be 
mercy  in  heaven  for  me,  let  me  know  it; 
and  if  not,  let  me  go  down  to  hell,  and 
know  the  worst  of  my  case.  As  these 
words  flowed  from  my  heart,''  he  writes,  "I 
saw  the  Mediator  step  in,  as  it  were,  be- 
tween justice  and  my  soul,  and  these  words 
applied  to  my  soul  with  great  power,  \Son, 
thy  sins,  tvhich  are  many,  are  forgiven 
thee ;  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee ;  go  in 
peace." " 

Froni  this  time  on  his  happiness  was 
complete.  Many  trials  and  doubts  and 
conflicting  emotions  possessed  him  ;  still 
his  lirm  confidence  in  the  God  of  hosts 
carried  him  triumphantly  through  all  his 
after  tribulations. 


In  the  "exemplified  experience,"  at  this 
time,  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Fish,  was  so 
interested   that  he   became  a  seeker  of 
Christ.    Lorenzo  often  said  his  greatest 
desire  to  live  was  to  obtain  a  higher  degree 
of  holiness  here,  that  he  might  be  happier 
hereafter.  .He  was  a  believer  to  a  certain 
extent  in  dreams  ;  he  had  many,  some  of 
which   were   exact  forerunners  of  what 
soon  after  came  to  pass.    A  remarkable 
one  occurred  as  follows  :  he  dreamed  he 
was  in  a  strange  house.    "As  I  sat  by  the 
fire,  a  messenger  came  in  and  said,  'there 
j  are  three  ministers  come  from  England, 
j  and  in  a  few  minutes  will  pass  by  this 
j  way.'     I  followed  him  out,  and  he  disap- 
j  peared.    I  rari  over  a  woodpile,  and  jumped 
!  upon  a  log,  to  have  a  fair  view  of  them, 
]  Presently  three  men  came  over  ?  hill  from 
j  the  west  towards  me  :  the  foremost  dis- 
!  mounted  ;  the  other  two,  one  of  whom  Vv^as 
on  a  white  horse,  the  other  on  a  reddish 
one,  both  with  the  three  horses  disap- 
peared.   I  said  to  the  first,  'Who  are  you?' 
He  replied.  'John  Wesley,'  and  v/alked 
towards  the  east.    He  turned  round  and 
looked  me  in  the  face,  and  said  'God  has 
called  you  to  preach  thego.spel.    You  have 
been  a  long  time  between  hope  and  fear, 
but  there  is  a  dispensation  of  the  gospel 
committed  to  you.    Woe  unto  you  if  you 
preach  not  the  gospel.''' 

His  mind  having  been  previously  drawn 
towards  a  preacher's  life,  this  singular 
dream  decided  the  contest,  and  he  entered 
the  ministry.  He  was  placed  upon  a  cir- 
cuit extending  into  New  Hampshire,  then 
a  wilderness.  Wherever  he  preached  souls 
were  converted.  His  circuit  was  enlarged 
into  the  State  of  Vermont.  As  he  became 
more  knov/n,  invitations  flowed  in  upon 
him  from  all  parts. 

His  health  was  very  often  broken  down 
on  account  of  the  disease  brought  upon 
him  while  a  boy,  and  resulted  in  the  asth- 
ma to  that  extent  that  he  either  sat  up 
whole  nights  or  slept  on  the  floor. 

Fle  never  took  a  collection  for  preach- 
ing, but  sometimes  received  gifts  from  in- 
dividuals. His  preaching  took  hold  upon 
the  careless,  the  blasphemer,  and  all  in  a 
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rciiTarkablc  manner.  Revivals  succeeded 
revivals  all  over  the  territory  where  he 
preached. 

In  the  town  of  Brandon,  Vt.,  a  rich  mer- 
chant with  his  niece  came  sonie  distance 
to  hear  him  preach,  but  when  they  saw 
how  plain  the  young  man  looked,  their 
first  thought  was  to  go  home,  but  conclud- 
ed to  stay  and  sec  the  thing  out,  as  they 
had  taken  so  much  pains  to  get  there. 
After  the  sermon  their  consciences  ap- 
peared to  be  touched,  and  they  were  con- 
strained to  cry  for  mercy.  In  that  place 
25  others  came  out  and  joined  the  church. 
The  people  said,  "'Lorenzo  has  done  some 
good,  by  turning  the  mind  of  the  blasphe- 
mer, from  collecting  his  debts,  to  religion, 
and  so  we  are  kepi  out  of  jail." 

His  great  success  was  in  visiting  from 
house  to  house,  and  in  making  personal 
ai)peais  to  individuals.  On  many  occa- 
sions he  made  appoiiitments  for  preaching 
6  months  and  even  18  months  ahead,  and 
always  fulfilled  them  to  the  minute,  even 
if  he  had  to  ride  a  horse  to  death  to  reach 
the  place  in  time,  as  it  has  been  the  case 
more  than  once. 

In  Vermont,  in  passing  through  a  dense 
woods  one  day  to  fill  an  appointment,  he 
saw  two  n>en  cho4')ping  wood.  He  mount- 
ed on  a  large  sium.p,  and  said  "Crazy 
Dow  will  preach  from  this  stump  6  months 


from  to  (lav,  at 


oVlocl 


Six 


months  from  that  time  an  immense  audi- 
ence was  assembled,  and  D(>w  in  going  to 
the  place  saw  a  man  in  great  distress  look- 
ing for  something.  Dow  enquired  what 
the  matter  was.  The  man  replied  that  he 
was  poor,  and  that  some  one  had  stolen 
his  axe,  and  that  he  felt  the  loss  very 
much.  Lorenzo  told  him  if  he  would  go 
to  the  meeting  he  would  find  his  axe.  Be- 
fore getting  to  the  place  of  service,  Dow 
picked  up  a  stone  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 
After  the  delivery  of  a  powerful  sernion, 
Dow  said — "  There  is  a  man  here  w  ho  has 
had  his  axe  stolen,  and  the  thief  is  here  in 
this  audience,  and  Lam  going  to  throw 
this  stone  right  to  his  head,*"- — drav.ing 
back  his  hand  as  though  in  the  act  of 
throwing  the  stone.  One  man  ducked  his 
head.    Dow  went  up  to  him  and  said — 


"  You  have  got  this  man's  axel"  And  so 
he  had,  and  went  and  brought  it  and  gave 
it  to  him. 

Not  to  weary  the  reader.  I  will  give  but 
one  more  incident  here,  (of  which  scores 
could  be  authenticated,)  to  show  the  re- 
markable success  with  which  his  efforts 
were  blessed.  In  one  of  his  meetings  again 
in  Vt.,  (Wallingford,)  Dow  was  intro- 
duced to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Solomon 
Moon,  who  cavilled  at  every  thing  of  a  re- 
ligious aspect.  Having  delivered  some  re- 
ligious counsel,  with  the  sqlenni  request 
that  he  should  seriously  reflect  upon  it, 
Dow  left  him  to  his  own  reflections.  A 
few  days  after,  in  another  part  of  the  cir- 
cuit, some  40  miles  from  his  home,  Solo- 
mon Moon  stood  up  in  the  lovefeast,  and 
declared  how  he  was  caught  in  a  promise, 
and  to  ease  his  mind  was  necessitated  to 
I  fulfil  it,  and  within  three  days  found  the 
j  reality  of  what  he  had  doubted  ;  and  be- 
1  sought  others  not  to  be  afiaid  of  promising 
i  to  serve  God.  Said  he — "  I  bless  the  day 
I  that  ever  I  saw  the  face  of  Brother  Dow.'" 
It  was 'curiosity,  as  he  testified,  which  first 
induced  him  to  come  out  to  hear  the  man 
who  was  called  Crazy  Dow.  In  this  love- 
feast  the  cry  began  again,  and"  continued 
within  two  hours  of  the  setting  sun. 

About  this  time  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
visit  Ireland,  and  without  money  or  any  of 
the  necessaries  for  a  voyage  across  the  At- 
I  lantic.    Money  and  all  necessary  conve- 
{  niences  were  furnished  from  friends,  many 
j  sending  gifts  of  wdiom  he  had  never  heard 
!  before.    Providence  in  a  very  special  man- 
I  ner  on  this,  and  other  similar  occasions, 
I  bountifully  supplied  his  wants, 
j     While  ni  Ireland  the  Lord  blessed  his 
j  preaching  to  hundreds  of  souls.  He  crossed 
i  the  ocean  14  times,  and  traveled  extensive- 
I  ly  through  Ireland,    England,  Scotland, 
j  and  even  to  the  Continent.    On  one  of 
j  his  visits  to  Dublin,  he  caught  the  small 
pox  the  natural  way,  and  was  so  far  gone, 
with  it  that  it  became  necessary  to  sew 
sheets  around  him  to  keep  the  skin  from 
falling  off.    For  many  days  liis  c;ise  was 
pronounced  hopeless,  but  the  same  merci- 
ful Providence  that  watched  over  him  at 
all    times   brought   him  through  safelv. 
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Wliile  stayij)*::;  with  the  great  Dr.  Paul 
Johnson,  of  Dublin,  this  sickness  took 
place,  and  while  there,  his  only  child  was 
barn.  In  remembrance  of  the  Doctor  and 
his  \\\U\  Dow  named  my  yoiinj:;;est  sister 
after  the  Doctors  wife,  "  Letitia  Johnson"' 
iiridgnian,  and  the  youngest  son  of  Mrs. 
Fish,  "l*aul  Johnson"  Fish,  after  the 
Doctor.  The  last  voyage  made,  on  his 
return  to  America,  he  brought  home  many 
works  relating  to  the  Quakers  or  Friends, 
and  some  rare  histories  relating  to  the 
court  of  St.  James,  which  are  now  out  of 
print.  I  recollect  well  when  the  books 
were  brought  home  to  our  house  in 
Hebron,  Ct.,  there  being  2.200  volumes. 
.  Dow  la\s  down  a  feu  words  for  reflec- 
tions, viz.  :  'Ihe  "pleasure"'  of  the  Lord 
was  the  moving-  cause  of  creation,  love 
was  the  moving  cause  of  redemption,  and 
faith  is  the  instrumental  cause  of  salvation  ; 
but  sin,  man's  own  act,  is  the  cause  of  his 
danination. 

The  glory  of  God  our  object,  the  will  of 
God  our  law,  his  spirit  our  guide,  and  the 
Bible  our  rule,  that  Heaven  ma}-  be  our 
end.  Hence  we  must  watch  and  pi'a\',  en- 
dure to  the  end  to  receive  the  crown  of 
life,  where  there  is  pleasure  v.ithout  pain 
forever  more. 

PEGGV  HOAKUM  DOW, 

the  first  'wife  of  Lorenzo,  was  born  in 
Granville,  Mass.,  1780,  of  parents  who 
were  strangeis  to  God,  although  her  father 
was  a  member  of  the  church  of  England, 
and  her  mother  had  been  raised  by  parents 
of  the  Presbyterian  order.  Her  mother 
died  when  she  was  5  months  old,  leaving 
behind  2  sons  and  4  daughters.  "My 
eldest  sister  married,"  says  Peggy,  "when 
I  was  6  years  old,  and  she  prevailed  on  my 
father  to  give  me  to  her,  which  accordingly 
he  did,  and  1  v/as  carried  into  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  saw  his  face  no  more!" 

Peggy,  at  a  very  early  age,  had  serious 
religious  .impressions,  which  lasted  for 
some  years,  and  at  last  eventuated  in  a 
bright  Christian  hope.  But  die  vicissitudes 
and  changes  she  p;assed  through  in  a  life 
so  yoiing,  caused  her  to  look  to  her  Hea.v. 
enly  Father  for  help  more  than  otherwise 


she  might  have  done.  But  her  whole  soul 
was  of  a  religious  cast ;  her  whole  mind 
was  filled  with  the  love  of  lier  Saviour. 
She  says  in  one  of  her  letters,  "My 
brother-in-law  ....  embraced  re- 
ligion, and  we  were  a  happy  family,  .  . 
three  in  number.  .  .  .  The  preachers 
made  our  house  their  home,  and  it  was  my 
delight  to  v/ait  on  them."  She  form.ed  a 
little  class  of  seven  persons,  and  in  their 
meetings  for  prayei"  and  praise  it  was  a 
hea\  en  on  earth  to  their  souls. 

About  this  time  camp-meetings  began 
to  be  introduced  into  that  part  of  the 
country,  attended  by  the  conversion  of 
many  souls.  Says  Peggy,  in  her  writings, 
"  there  was  one  about  30  miles  from  where 
I  then  lived,  and  my  brother-in-law  at- 
tended it,  where  he  met  with  Lorenzo 
Dow,  on  his  way  to  Canada,  and  invited 
j  him  home  to  preach  at  our -preaching- 
house,  and  sent  on  the  appointment  a  day 
or  two  beforehand,  so  as  to  give  publicity  ; 
and  as  he  was  a  singular  character,  we 
were  very  anxious  to  see  and  hear  him. 
The  day  arrived,  he  came,  and  the  house 
was  crowded,  and  we  had  a  good  time.  I 
I  was  very  much  afraid  of  him,  as  I  had 
heard  such  strange  things  about  him. 
My  brother-in-law  invited  him  to  our  house, 
and  after  several  days  he  came,  and  little 
did  I  think  that  he  had  any  thoughts  of 
marrying,  and  in  particular,  that  he  should 
make  any  proposition  of  the  kind  to  me, 
but  so  it  was.''  In  conversation  with  her 
sister,  he  enquired  how  long  Peggy  had 
been  a  Christian,  what  the  character  of 
her  company  was,  and  whether  she  had 
ever  manifested  a  desire  to  marry  a  min- 
ister. He  was  answered  satisfactorily. 
Soon  after,  meeting  Peggy,  Lorenzo  asked 
her  if  she  would  accept  such  an  object  as 
him.  She  went  directly  out  of  the  room 
and  made  no  reply.  "As  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  spoken  to  me,*'  she  writes, 
"  I  was  very  much  surprised."  The 
next  evening  the  conversation  was  renew- 
I  ed,  when  Peggy  gave  her  consent  to  marry 
!  him,  and  travel  with  him  when  it  v/as  nec- 
i  essary.  They  were  married  Sept.  4th, 
I  The  next  morning  Lorenzo  staited  off  on 
[  a  preaching  tour  to  New  Orleans,  in  ful- 
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filment  ol  a  chain  of  appointments  given  | 
out  six  months  before,  and  Peggy  never  j 
saw  him  again  for  i8  months;  this  chain! 
of  appointments  was  over  4,000  miles.  1 
P^or  manv  years  after,  she  was  his  con-  i 
stant  traveling  companion.    She  traveled  i 
with  him  through  every  state  and  territory 
in  the  United  States,  and  through  the 
British  Dominions,  sharing  in  his  fatigue, 
sleeping  on  the  ground  in  the  wilderness, 


river,  and  sing  hallelujah  forever  and  ever. 
I  am  very  sure  if  I  reach  safe  the  destined 
port,  I  shall  have  cause  to  sing.  I  trust 
the  Lord  who  has  called  you  to  leave  all, 
will  give  you  a  rich  reward  ;  in  this  world, 
precious  souls,  and  in  the  world  to  cornea 
ci  own  of  glory.  I  have  seen  Bro.  Tarbox 
since  his  return;  nothing  has  taken  place 
anew.'  You  have  been  accustomed  to 
similar  treatment.  Ma\  you  have  patience 
and  true  philanthropy  of  heart;  that  is 
most  desirable.  You  cannot  conclude 
from  what  I  have  written,  that  I  would  not 


with  the.  open  canopy  of  heaven  for  a  |  ^^j^ice  to  see  vou  return,  if  it  would  be 
roof,  or  lodging  in  the  cane-brakes  01  the  j  consistent  with  the  will  of  God;  but  I 
South  when  no  house  could  be  reached,  i  would  desire,  above  all  things,  not  to  be 

found  fiehtin'T  ajrainst  him.    Your  father 


All  this  suflering  and  deprivation  she  joy- 
fully submitted  to,  believing  it  was  the 
Lord's  will.  It  seemed  that  the  burning 
desire  of  her  heart  was  to  know  exactly 
what  the  Lord  would  have  her  do. 

Peggy  writes.  May  20,  1S14,  they  were 
at  Hoboken,  a  delightful  spot  of  the  earth, 
upon  the  Jersey  side  of  the  river  opposite 


is  as  well  as  we  may  expect  considering 
his  infirmities. 

My  dear  Lorenzo,  1  bid  adieu  once  more. 
Ma}-  the  Lord  return  you  to  your  poor 
Peggy  again.  I  have  written  five  times 
before  tlils.  Peggy  Dow. 

Jan.  23,  1818. 

My  uncle  was  in  Europe,  expecting  to 


NewYork,  where  from  the  window  of  the,- extended  tour,  but  by  peculiar 

feelings  of    his  own,  and  premonitions 


room  we  occupy  w  e  have  a  grand  view  of 
the  city.  On  the  other  hand  the  Jersey 
side  presents  to  view,  decorated  with  ail 
the  charms  of  spring,  green  trees  and 
shady  groves. 

In  June  following,  the  deep  trials  and 
conflicts  through  which  she  passed  began 
to  tell  sadly  upon  her  health. 

PEGGY'S  LAST  LETTER  TO  HER  HUSBAND. 

Dear  Lorenzo: — I  take  m\'  pen  again  to 
converse  with  you,  this  being  the  only 
way  we  communicate  our  thoughts  to  each 
other,  when  separated  by  rivers  and  moun- 
tains, and  I  esteem  it  a  precious  privilege. 
I  have  much  cause  to  adore  the  beneficent 
hand  of  Providence  for  his  mercy  to  iisward, 
although  we  have  our  trials,  yet  he  mixes 
mercy  with  them.  He  has  of  late  given 
me  some  tokens  for  good — my  heart  has 
been  enabled  to  rejoice  in  his  love  in  a 
considerable  degree.  At  a  meeting  a  few 
nights  ago,  where  Methodists  and  Presby- 
terians were  united,  and  there  was  a  union 
in  my  heart  to  all  the  dear  children  of  my 
Master,  I  have  felt  more  strength  to  say 
in  my  heart,  ''the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done." 
I  think  yesterday,  my  desire  to  God  was, 
if  it  would  be  more  for  His  glory  for  you  to 
return  in  a  few  weeks,  you  miglu  ;  if  not,  so 
let  it  be.  Go,  /ny  Iwroizo,  tlicn'ay  yon  are  \ 
assured  the  Loj  'd  calls,  and  if  we  meet  no  ' 
more  in  this  vale  of  tears,  may  God  pre- 
pare us  to  meet  in  the  realms  of  peace,  to 
rancre  the  blest  fields  on  the  banks  of  the 


from  friends  in  Europe  in  relation  to  his 
wife's  health,  lie  returned  to  America  one 
year  sooner  than  he  had  made  arrange- 
ments for  when  leaving.  Peggy  had  at- 
tended a  writing-school  in  his  absence, 
taken  a  heavy  cold,  and  it  had  settled  on 
her  lungs.  She  traveled  some  with  her 
husband  after  his  return,  but  while  in 
Providence,  R.  I.,  he  found  her  one  morn- 
ing in  her  room  weeping ;  enquiring  the 
cause,  after  some  hesitation  she  replied, 
"  The  consumption  is  a  flattering  disease  ; 
but  I  shall  return  back  to  Hebron,  and 
tell  Father  Dow  that  I  have  come  back  to 
die  with  him  ! 

She  requested  her  husband  not  to  leave 
her  till  she  had  got  better  or  worse,  which 
request  she  had  never  made  before  under 
any  circumstances.  In  September  they 
returned  to  Hebron.  They  never  parted 
but  twice  after  Lorenzo's  return  from 
Europe ;  once  for  a  night,  and  once  while 
on  bu.siness  for  five  days  in  Boston. 

She  continued  to  decline  until  Decem- 
ber, when  one  night  she  woke  up  and  en- 
quired the  day  of  the  month,  and  being 
informed,  said  she  was  bound  by  the  month 
of  January  ;  she  counted  every  day  until 
the  year  expired,,  and  then  almost  every 
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hour  until  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  when 
she  asked  her  husband  if  he  had- been  to 
bespeak  a  coffm  for  her.  She  was  an- 
swered ill  the  negative.  In  the  evening- 
she  a.-;kcd  if  he  had  called  in  the  neigh- 
bors. "I  answered  no,"  he  has  recorded, 
♦•but  Bro.  Page  and  wife  came  in,  which 
seemed  refreshing  to  her,  in  whose  com- 
pany she  had  spent  many  hours.'"  At  2 
o'clock  that  night  she  requested  to  have 
the  family  called  up,  which  being  done, 
she  failed  very  fast.  Being  asked  if  she 
felt  any  pain,  she  replied,  "  no."  As  she 
was  dying,  Lorenzo  held  her  in  his  arms, 
and  said,  "  Lord,  thou  gavest  her  to  me  ! 
I  have  held  her  only  as  a  lent  favor  for 
fifteen  years,  and  now  I  resign  her  back  to 
Thee  until  we  meet  again  beyond  the 
swelling  flood>^'  She  replied  with  a  hearty 
*'Ampn."  and  soon  expired. 

By  Loren7o\s  request  slie  was  laid  out 
in  tht  bombazine  dress  she  wore  tlie  last 
time  she  went  to  church,  and  with  woolen 
blankets  in  the  coffin,  and  was  buried 
7  feet  in  deptli  in  the  cemetery  at  Burrows 
hill,  Hebron,  Ct. 

She  possessed  exquisite  sensibility,  but 
affection  and  condescension.  The  writer 
was  then  a  boy.  but  remembers  the  cir- 
cumstances well. 

The  following  was  put  upon  her  tomb- 
stone : 


*  PEGGY   DOW,    •  t 

*  * 
t  * 

*  SHARED  THE  VICISSITUDES  OF  LORENZO  * 

*  * 

*  * 

*  FIFTEEN  YEARS,  * 

*  * 

*  And  died  January  6th,  1820,  * 

*  '  *. 

*  Aqed   89.  * 

*  * 

Three  months  after  the  decease  .of  his 
first  wife,  Lorenzo  married  his  second 
wife  in  Montville,  Ct.,  who  proved  to  be 
the  very  opposite  of  his  "  Peggy"'  in  tem- 
perament, social  qualities,  and,  in  short, 
•everything  that  goes  to  make  a  lady  of 
refinement.  Politeness  and  amiability 
were  wanting  in  his  second  wife.  Gifted 
with  talents  of  a  high  order,  educated  in 


the  best  schools  of  the  country,  still  she 
proved  that  with  the  highest  talents,  a 
person  can  be  a  fool. 

Lorenzo  now  at  this  age  began  to  feel 
the  effects  of  his  severe  labors  and  depri- 
vations. His  health  began  to  give  way, 
the  asthma  troubled  him  more  than  form- 
erly, and  his  sufferings  from  that,  and  a 
tumor  growing  in  his  side,  were  at  times 
so  painful  that  it  prevented  sleep  for  whole 
nights  together;  and  during  the  spasms, 
his  only  rest  was  in  standing  upright.  He 
now  in  view  of  settling  his  worldly  affairs, 
paid  off  all  obligations  on  tlie  farm  in 
Montville,  it  being  heavily  mortgaged  when 
it  came  into  his  hands,  through  his  wife's 
friends.  It  consisted  of  500  acres,  and 
commanded  a  large  stream  of  water,  on 
v.-hich  he  had  built  mills  and  factories  of 
various  kinds,  and  which  were  in  success- 
ful operation.  He  now  fell  that  after  his 
large  house  and  farm  buildings  were  all 
finished  in  splendid  order,  he  and  his  wife 
could  enjoy  themselves  ;  and  proposed  tak- 
ing a  trip  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  had 
been  a  number  of  times  before.  Once  his 
expenses  were  paid  both  ways  by  the  Free- 
masons :  he  having  taken  all  the  degrees 
then  known  in  this  country ;  and  much  of 
his  time  was  devoted  to  lecturing  in  lodges 
for  the  "good  and  welfare  of  the  Order.'' 
They  left  in  their  private  carriage  with 
horses  and  driver-  He  had  had  a  man  to 
go  on  some  tim-.  before  them  to  make  ap- 
pointments for  his  preaching.  Arriving  in 
Georgetown,  D.  C.,  he  was  taken  sick. 
While  he  lay  in  distress,  he  signed  a  will, 
giving  to  her  all  real  and  personal  proper- 
ty, together  with  his  present  money,  some 
$3000.00,  which,  had  he  been  in  his  right 
mind,  she  never  would  have  received  a 
dollar  of.  His  disease  was  short,  but  pain- 
ful in  the  extreme,  his  end  hastened  by 
the  bursting  of  the  tumor.  He  died  Feb. 
2,  1834,  aged  56  years.  His  funeral  was 
attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  sympathiz- 
ing friends,  some  of  the  principal  families 
of  Georgetown  and  Washington,  and  many 
thousand  Freemasons,  as  he  was  buried 
under  the  Order  of  that  body.  The  whole 
was  a  solemn  and  very  imposing  cere- 
mony. 
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There  has  fallen  one  of  the  mighty  men 
of  his  time  ;  one,  who  has  been  the  means 
in  tlie  hands  of  God  of  the  conversion  of 
thousands  upon  thousands,  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe;  anr[  whose  name  will  go 
dow  n  the  ages  as  a  good  and  wise  man, 
when  those  who  have  waded  through  fields 
of  blood  and  carnage  to  obtain  a  throne, 
will  be  lost  in  the  vortex  of  revolution. 

Owing  to  the  condemnation  of  Holmead's 
burial  ground  in  Washington  as  in  the  way 
of  sanitary  reform,  the  remains  of  the 
dead  buried  therein  had  to  be  removed, 
and  among  them  those  of  Lorenzo  Dow, 
the  eccentric  missionarv  of  the  last  genera- 
tion. A  Masoriic  Lodge  in  Connecticut, 
his  native  State,  endeavored  to  secure  the 
privilege  of  reinterring  the  remains  of  their 
brother  in  the  craft  with  due  ceremonial. 
The  Methodist  clergy  of  Baltimore  also 
took  steps  to  honor  the  Preacher,  but  the 
I 'istrict  cler,9'y  got  ready  first,  and  reburied 
Dow  on  Friday  in  the  Rock  Creek  Ceme- 
tery, in  a  lot  given  by  the  banker  Corco- 
ran, who  admired  hnn  as  a  "prophet''  in 
life. 

The  old  tomb  at  Holmead's  bore  on  a 
stone  slab  the  following  singular  inscrip- 
tion, the  last  lines  of  which  w^re  dictated 
by  himself: 

***St**=f:5(:****>i:-^- ********************  * 
♦.  * 

*  THE  REPOSITORY   OF  * 

I   l.ore:n2:o  dow,  | 

*  Who  was  bom  in  Coventn-,  Conn.,  J 

I  Oct.  i8,  1777,  I 

t  Died  Fee"y  2,  1834.  * 

1  JB.  se.  '  t 


t  A  Christian  is  the  highest  style  of  man.  » 

*  He  is  a  slave  to  no  sect;  takes  no  % 

*  private  road;  but  looks  through  * 

*  nature  up  to  nature's  Gvd.  ^ 

*  * 

*********************************** 

The  removal  of  this  slab  revealed  the 
remains.  The  skeleton  was  all  preserved, 
the  long  snowy  beard  lay  in  life-like  natu- 
ralness upon  the  breast  bone,  beneath 
winch  the  vest  was  in  good  preservation, 
3.-id  fully  buttoned.  The  right  sleeve  of  tlie 
coat  was  in  good  condition  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  pants.    The  mahogany  coffin 


had  almost  entirely  cnmibled,  the  largest 
portion  not  being  over  18  inches  Jong. 

The  last  words  on  record,  know  n  of  Lo- 
renzo's writing,  are: 

"We  must  soon  part;  therefore,  as  I 
take  leave  of  you,  my  request  is,  to  lav 
aside  prejudice,  sacrifice  sin,  sink  into  the 
will  of  (xod,  take  him  for  your  protector 
I  and  guide,  by  attention  to  the  sweet  influ- 
ence of  his  spirit  on  the  mind,  that  }ou 
may  be  useful  in  your  day  to  your  fellow- 
mortals  here  ;  and  as  an  inward  and  spir- 
itual worshiper,  ascend  to  God.  Thus  it 
may  be  well  with  you  here  and  hereafter. 

'■'■Amen.  Adieu  till  we  meet  beyond 
this  life ! 

I  "Farewell. 

I  "Lorenzo." 

j    •["  Fai-cwcll  means  to  do  welL"'\ 

'  Lorenzo  Dow  had  only  one  child,  a 
daughter,  born  in  Dublin,^*that  died  soon 
after  their  return  to  this  country,  aged 
five  months,  and  was  buried  m  Georgia. 

The  following  anecdotes  in  a  measure 
illustrate  the  eccentricities  of  Dow,  and 
all,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  never  be- 
fore having  appeared  in  print.  Li  my 
youth  my  uncle  spent  much  of  his  time  in 
our  faniily,  the  members  of  which  have 
passed  away,  which  gives  me  the  opportu- 
nity, as  being  the  only  one  left  who  was 
familiar  with  his  habits  and  life. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Mans- 
field, on  a  lofty  eminence  known  as  "Meth- 
odist Flill,''  is  an  old  barn,  in  which  were 
held  the  first  Methodist  meetings  in  the 
town,  and  where  Lorenzo  Dow  is  said  to 
have  preached  his  first  sermon.  That  he 
entered  the  barn  early,  and  laid  down  up- 
on one  of  the  long  benches,  and  feigned 
sleep.  Dressed  in  tow  pants,  coatless, 
and  shoes  minus  the  stockings,  he  would 
naturally  be  taken  for  anything  but  a  min- 
ister ;  therefore  as  the  people  began  to 
flock  together  and  as  the  appointed  hour 
was  approaching,  they  began  to  try  to 
arouse  him,  telling  him  there  was  to  be  a 
meeting  but  the  minister  had  not  come. 
He  jumped  up,  asked  what  time  it  Avas, 
and  being  informed  it  was  meeting  time, 
brushed  his  hair,  entered  the  pulpit  and 
preached  a  rousing  sennon,  after  which  he 
asked  if  any  one  in  the  room  wanted  to  be 
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prayed  for,  *'If  so/'  said  he,  *'pray  for 
.yourselves!'"  ^vhercupon  he  took  his  hat 
and  left. 

While  our  family  were  living  on  the  Dow 
farm  in  Hebron,  my  father  hnd  charge  of 
the  pLice,  and  one  hot  summcr''s  day  we 
were  mowing  hay  in  the  bog  meadow  and 
it  was  "rather  slim  picking."  My  father 
composed  the  following  lines  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  wlien  we  came  up' to  dinner,  he 
repeated  them  to  Uncle  Lorenzo,  who,  be- 
ing of  a  high  spirit,  did  not  for  some  days 
speak  to  father : 

In  Hebron  town  there  liti  a  -piece  of  laud. 
Surrounded  by  rocks  and  liills,  and  on  it  v.ator  stands; 
This  meadow  lays  quite  low.  and  is  owned  bf  Lorenzo 
Dow, 

And  all  tbe  gras->  tliat  on  it  ^rrows  will  sciircely  keep 
one  cow. 

Tliere  is  here  and  there  :t  spear,  and  those  are  very 
scii  rc<-. 

In  fact,  there  is  not  so  niach  in  bulk,  as  the  beard  tliat 
grows  on  his  laco. 

Some  years  b^ifore  be  became  so  cele- 
brated, he  used  to  travel  principally  on 
horseback ;  and  as  he  had  to  meet  his  ap- 
pointments punctually,  no  matter  what  the 
weather  might  be,  he  had  to  go  dressed  for 
all  weathers.  To  do  this,  he  had  an  oil- 
cloth cloak  made  something  like  a  bed- 
quilt,  with  a  hole  cut  through  the  middle  to 
put  his  head  through,  and  the  cloak  hung 
in' folds  around  his  person,  and  in  a  meas- 
ure protected  his  horse  from  the  storm. 
Dressed  in  this  outlandish  manner,  on  one 
occasion  he  overtook  a  heavily  loaded 
team  in  a  stormy  day,  the  driver  urging 
his  horses  up  a  steep  hill,  the  roads  alriiost 
impassable  in  the  deep  mud,  the  driver 
belaboring  the  poor  beasts  with  blows  and 
uttering  blasphemous  oaths,  when  Lorenzo 
overtook  him.  Listening  a  moment  to  the 
man's  profanity,  he  asked  him  "if  he  ever 
prayed?"'  The  driver  said  no,  and  would 
be  damned  if  he  ever  would.  Lorenzo  gave 
him  a  silver  dollar  to  bind  his  oath,  and 
made  him  promise  he  never  would  pray, 
and  rode  on  to  the  next  tavern,  about  a 
mile,  and  put  up.  In  a  short  time,  on 
came  the  driver,  full  gallop,  to  give  the 
dollar  back  to  the  person  from  whom  he 
had  received  it,  thinking  he  had  sold  his 
.soul  to  the  devil,  but  Lorenzo  would  not 
take  it  back.    The  thought  worked  so  up- 


on the  man,  it  eventuated  in  his  conver- 
sion. 

While  living  in  Hebron,  there  was  a  Mr. 
Little,  a  hatter,  a  man  who  was  very  anx- 
ious to  quiz  people,  and  endeavor  to  get 
the  best  of  them  in  his  jokes.  Meeting 
Mr.  Dow  in  the  street  one  day,  after  pass- 
ing the  compliments  of  the  morning,  I\Ir. 
L.  said  "I.  would  like  to  ask  you  a  ques- 
tion.'' Lorenzo  replied  "  Go  on.''  "Can 
you  tell  me  how  many  white  beans  it  takes 
to  make  a  bushel?"  Lorenzo  fixed  his 
little  keen  black  eyes  on  him  a  moment, 
and  replied,  "it  takes  just  as  many  white 
beans  to  make  a  bushel  as  it  does  Littles 
to  make  a  man." 

In  the  same  town  there  lived  one  of  those 
low,  cunning  sneaks  by  the  name  of  Skin- 
ner, who,  like  barnacles,  attach  themselves 
to  any  one  who  will  give  them  a  hearing. 
Meeting  Lorenzo  one  day,  as  he  (Skinner) 
was  going  to  the  grist-mill  with  his  bags 
of  grain  on  his  horse,  he  riding  on  the 
bags, — stopped  his  horse,  and  looking  di- 
rectly into  Lorenzo's  face,  said,  "Mr.  Dow, 
there  are  many  of  my  neighbors  who  would 
like  to  know  why  you  wear  your  hair  and 
beard  so  long?"  L.  turned  upon  him  a 
v^'ithering  look,  and  said,  "Mr.  Skinner, 
when  I  was  a  doy  my  father  used  to  send 
me  to  the  mill,  and  I  used  to  go  right 
s'traight  to  the  mill;  and  when  my  grist 
was  ground,  used  to  return  directly 
home  ;  never  stopped  to  ask  impertinent 
questions,  but  always  minded  my  ow^n  bus- 
iness. Good-bye,  Mr.  S.,"  and  immedi- 
ately turned  his  back  and  walked  off. 

On  one  occasion  he  sold  a  yoke  of  oxen 
to  Elder  Wilcox,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  liv- 
ing in  Montville,  Ct-,  for  the  sum  of  $65. 
The  Elder  worked  the  cattle  very  hard, 
and  after  a  while  one  of  the  oxen  took  sick 
and  died,  when  he  came  to  Mr.  D.  repeat- 
edly for  damages  in  the  loss  of  the  ox.. .  It 
was  satisfactorily  proved  the  ox  was  well 
when  sold.    At  last,-^«nnoyed  by  the  El- 
{  der's  insolence,  D.  threw  down  his  pocket- 
j  bcok,  and  told  him  to  take  out  a  sum  suf- 
!  ticient  to  pay  him.    He.  took  $65.00,  the 
I  same  as  he  gave  for  both  oxen,  and  the  El- 
j  der  kept  the  well  one.    Lorenzo  wrote  a 
receipt  in  this  fashion,  and  made  him  sign 
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it:  "Received  of  L.  Dow  sixty-five  dol- 
lars, in  full  of  all  demands,  from  the  be- 
ginin^^  to  the  end  of  the  world."  Thus 
cutting  off  any  further  demands  against 
])n\v  from  Wilcox  to  anv  amount. 

Dow's  fir.^t  wife  was  a  very  tender  heart- 
ed, i;m)able,  Christian  w  oman  :  and  he  used 
to  tcaze  and  annoy  her  in  many  wa\  s  for 
sport,  while  I'eggv  would  take  it  all  to 
heart  and  grieve  over  it.  His  second  wife, 
a  perfect  amazon,  with  a  regular  tiger-tem- 
per, used  to  rule  him  with  a  rod  of  iron,  so 
much  so  that  Dow  had  one  room  finished 
in  his' new  mansion  in  Montville  expressly 
for  himself,  and  ahvays  carried  the  key. 
Over  the  fireplace  he  had  a  gilt  hen  paint- 
ed, and  over  it  in  large  golden  letters : 
"The  hen  ciows  here." 

It  was  reported  that  in  consequence  of 
his  last  wife's  mother  opposing  the  match,' 
because  Dow  was  a  Methodist  in  belief 
ar.d  her  daughter  being  a  Presbyterian, 
that  it  became  necessary  to  be  married 
away  from  home.  The  arrangement  was 
made  that  on  a  certain  evening  he  v,as  to 
preach  in  a  school-house,  and  that  Lucy 
Dolbear,  his  intended,  should  be  present, 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  discourse,  at 
a  certain  signal,  Lucy  should  get  up. 
When  the  sern:!on  was  ended  and  the  ben- 
ediction pronounced,  Mr.  Dow  said,  "If 
there  is  any  one  here  who  would  like  to 
man-y  me,  they  will  manifest  it  by  rising. 
A  negro  woman  rose  up  at  the  same  time 
his  intended  did.  He  took  Lucy,  and  | 
went  to  Elder  Whittlesey's,  and  they  were 
married  that  night. 

There  was  a  story  going  the  rounds*  of 
the  papers  in  Vermont  of  Lorenzo  Dow 
raising  the  devil.    One  day  while  he  was 
at  the  dinner  table  at  our  house  in  Hard- 
wick,  mother  asked  him  about  it.    Lorenzo  j 
replied  that  the  circumstances  v.ere  as  fol- 1 
lows:    In  traveling  through  the  northern  j 
part  of  Vermont,  he  was  belated  one  night  i 
in  a  blinding  snow-storm.    He  went  for  | 
the  only  light   he   could  discover,   and  | 
found  it  came  from  a  small  log-house,  j 
After  repeated  knockings  at  tiie  door,  a  ■ 
woman  opened  it.    He  asked  accommoda- ! 
tions  for  the  night.    She  said  her  husband  j 
was  gone,  and  she  could  not  possibly  ac- 1 


commodate  a  stranger.  But  he  plead  with 
so  much  earnestness,  she  concluded  to 
take  him  in.  He  immediately,  went  to 
bed,  without  removing  his  clothing,  in  a 
little  corner,  separated  off  from  the  room 
where  the  family  lived  by  a  partition  of 
rough  boards,  with  cracks  between,  co\- 
ered  with  paper  pasted  over,  which  was 
torn  off  in  man}-  places,  and  anything 
going  on  in  the  opposite  room  could  be 
easily  seen.  It  soon  appeared  this  woman 
was  not  alone,  but  had  a  paramour.  Late 
in  the  night  on  came  her  husband,  dmnk, 
as  usual,  and  demanded  admittance,  hal- 
looing and  cursing  at  the  top  of  his  voice, 
his  wife  all  the  while  trying  to  stop  him, 
but  before  opening  the  door,  she  secreted 
her  pal  in  a  cask  of  tow  in  the  room. 
Wlien  admitting  her  husband,  she  tried  to 
silence  him  by  telling  him  that  Lorenzo 
Dow  was  in  the  other  room,  and  if  he  was 
not  still  he  would  wake  him  up.  Well, 
sa}s  the  husband,  I  understand  he  can 
raise  the  devil,  and  now  he  has  got  to  ^fo 
it.  Notwithstanding  all  the  appeals  of  his" 
wife,  the  husband  pounded  on  the  door, 
calling  on  Dow  to  come  out.  At  last  Dow- 
pretended  to  be  roused  out  of  a  sound 
sleep,  '('dthough  he  had  been  awake  ail  the 
time)  :  rubbing  his  eyes  and  yawning,  he 
came  out.  The  man  insisted  on  Dow's 
raising  the  devil,  and  w^ould  not  take 
no  for  an  answer.  Well,  if  you  insist  on 
it,  said  Dow,  I  will  do  it,  but  when  he 
comes,  it  will  be  in  aflame  of  fire, and  you 
must  set  the  doors  wide  open,  so  he  will 
have  plenty  of  room.  The  man  opened 
his  door,  and  Ddw,  taking  the  candle, 
touched  the  tow  in  the  cask.  In  an  in- 
stant the  cask  was  wi-apped  in  fiame,  and 
the  man  inside  jumping  out,  all  on  fire, 
ran  up  the  street  like  the  very  devil,  all  of 
a  light  blaze,  tearing  through  the  snow  at 
the  rale  of  2:40.  The  husband  was  so 
frightened,  for  once  it  made  a  sober  man 
of  him. 

Wlien  I  was  9  years  old,  my  parents 
moved  to  Connecticut,  and  Uncle  Lorenzo 
journeyed  with  us.  At  one  of  our  stopping 
places  he  was  called  on  to  preach.  It  -^vas 
about  4  P.  M.  In  a  few  minutes  they  had 
in  the  hotel  where  we  stopped  a  congrega- 
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tion  of  some  300  persons.    Id  the  course  I 
of  the  sermon,  he  pointed  to  a  young  man 
present,  and  said,  "How  came  you  to  I 
steal  that  sheep,  and  dress  and  have  it  j 
cooked  ?     Do   you   think  it  tasted  any  ' 
better  than  if   you  had  gone  to  work, 
earned  the  money,  and  paid  for  it  like  an 
honest  man?"  After  die  sermon,  my  sister 
Christiania  asked  him  what  he  meant  by 
being  so  personal,  and  making  such  a  di-  j 
rect  accusation  of  stealing,  when  he  never  | 
was  in  that  town  before,  and  knew  no  one 
present ;  that,  having  made  a  charge,  if  he 
could  not  sustain  it,  would  go  hard  with 
"him.    Uncle  Lorenzo  replied  he  felt  in- 
tensely impressed  in  a  very  peculiar  man- 
ner to  say  what  he  did,  so  much  so  that 
he  could  not  stop  until  he  had  made  the 
charge.    It  was  soon  told  us  by  the  land- 
lord that  two  years  before,  that  man  stole 
a  sheep,  had  it  cooked,  and  eaten  in  his 
own  family.    Me  was  sued,  but  his  father 
settled  it  so  it  did  not  go  into  court.  The 
reader  may  analyze  this,  whether  there 
were  any  spiritual  manifestations. 

The  next  night  we  put  up  at  another  inn, 
and  as  my  uncle  entered  the  house,  he 
met  an  old  acquaintance,  a  Deacon  in  a 
Congregational  church  there.  The  Dea- 
con was  in  the  act  of  shaving.  Seeing  our 
party,  he  said — ".Mr.  Dow,  do  you  ever 
shave?'''  Uncle  L.  said,  "I  shave  a  Con- 
gregational Deacon  once  in  a  while."' 

On  the  farm  that  Lorenzo  owned  in 
Montville,  Ct.,  there  was  a  dam  at  the  out- 
let of  a  large  pond.  Below  on  the  stream 
my  uncle  owned  some  mills,  and  below 
these  was  a  large  cotton  factory,  owned  by 
one  of  his  neighbors,  employing  a  large 
number  of  operatives.  In  the  night  his 
neighbor  would  go  and  open  the  gate,  and 
let  the  water  out  of  the  pond  to  run  certain 
machinery.  The  next  day  there  was  not 
water  enough  to  run  his  own  mill.  The 
result  was  L.  D.  went  and  had  a  gate 
made  of  boiler-iron,  and  spiked  down  so 
tlie  man  of  the  factory  could  not  open  it. 
He  then  raised  his  dam  to  the  height  of  25 
feet,  keeping  back  the  wiiter  for  months. 
His  neighbor  wanted  water  to  mn  his  fac- 
tory, while  Dow  closed  his  mills  up  for  re- 
pairs.   The  result  was  his  neighbor  sued 


him,  and  beat  him.  Dow  carried  up  the 
case  to  the  next  court,  and  got  beat  there. 
He  then  carried  the  case  to  the  court  of 
last  resort,  and  got  beat  again .  Then  Dow- 
took  his  hired  man,  and  opened  the  gate. 
The  three  months  of  water  accumulated, 
the  pressure  upon  the  gate  was  immense ; 
the  stream  poured  forth  in  a  torrent.  Says 
Dow  to  the  man,  "He  wants  water;  give 
him  more.  Hoist  the  gate  higher,"  and, 
looking  on  the  nishing  stream,  said.  "  my 
neighbor  wants  water,  and  water  he  shall 
have.  Take  the  gate  out.'"  The  impet- 
uous current  did  more  damage  to  the  cot- 
ton factory  than  tluee  months'  laying  still 
for  the  want  of  water. 

This  was  the  basis  of  that  work  pub- 
lished by  Dow,  entided  "Fresh  Water 
Law,  or  Twenty-nine  Reasons  why  a  man 
cannot  control  the  water  on  his  own  land." 

Lorenzo  Dow  was  once  preaching  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  ha\  ing  unusual  freedom 
of  thought  and  delivery,  the  congregation 
was  thrilled  with  admiration  and  delight. 
When  the  interest  was  at  its  height,  he 
suddenly  stepped  down  from  the  desk,  and 
deliberately  walked  to  another  part  of  the 
room  and  pointing  his  long,  sarcastic  fin- 
ger at  a  person  to  whom  he  was  a  total 
stranger,  and  fixing  on  him  his  searching 
eyes,  addressed  him  thus: — "I  m^im  yon  I 
Yes,  you!  who  ran  away  from  Connecticut 
between  two  days  to  avoid  paying  your 
honest  debts  ;  a  id  more  than  this,  you  per- 
secuted and  abused  your  wife  because  she 
was  endeavoring  to  seek  religion !  Aint 
you  ashamed  of  yourself  The  poor  fel- 
low looked  as  though  annihilation  would 
be  the  highest  boon.  Dow  returned  to  the 
desk  and  resumed  the  thread  of  his  dis- 
course, and  by  his  wonderful  tact  and  mag- 
netism raised  the  congregation  to  the  same 
summit  of  interest  as  before.  After  the 
benediction  was  pronounced,  the  people, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  man's  antece- 
dents, instituted  searching  inquiry  into  the 
mams  history  and  found  that  Dow's  charg- 
es were  true  to  the  very  letter. 

On  another  occasion  while  preaching  in 
a  grove,  a  young  man  commenced  rattling 
some  boards  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
preacher's  stand.    The  speaker  cautioned 
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him  very  mildly  at  first,  but  every  little  j 
while  he  would  renew  the  mischief.  At  i 
length  Dow  cast  on  him  a  serious  look, 
remarking  : — "  Those  boards  luill  make 
ynur  eojffin."  The  young  man  died  in  a 
few  weeks,  and  the  carpenter  not  thinking 
of  Dow's  remark  made  use  of  the  very 
identical  boards.  These  are  but  specimens 
of  what  occurred  along  the  history  of  his 
life. 

He  was  once  holding  forth  in  a  place  in 
a  very  posvei  ful  manner,  and  all  at  once  he 
paused  in  his  discourse,  and  very  deliber- 
ately made  the  remark:  "There  is  a  man 
present,  who  has  been  considered  a  very 
respectable  person,  but  he  is  guilty  of  hug- 
ging and  kissing  another  nian's  wife. 
Both  parties  are  present.  The  man  has  a 
white  feather  on  his  head  ;  and  the  woman 
blushes  deepl}-."  In  an  instant  a  man 
reached  hi.->  iiand  to  his  head,  and  Dow  j 
pointing  to  him  said,  Thou  art  the  i 
man."'  And  pointing  to  the  woman,  whose  j 
cheeks  were  scarlet,  said,  "Thou  art 
the  woman.'"  Subsequent  develop^nents 
showed  that  Dow's  arrows  hit  the  mark. 

At  another  time,  while  preaching  in 
Mississippi,  some  rowdies  were  thrusting 
a  knife  into  a  beautiful  beaver  hat  of  his, 
at  some  distance  from  the  stand.  He 
turned  to  them  and  addressed  them 
thus  : — The  laws  of  society  condemn  you  : 
the  laws  of  your  country-  condemn  you ; 
moreover  the  laws  of  God  condemn  you. 
The  word  condemned  means  damned,  ist. 
You  are  villains.  2d.  You  are  condemned 
villains,  that  is  you  are  damned  villains. 
3d.  God  condemns  )  Ou  by  His  law  ;  that 
is  He  damns  you.  Hence,  you  are  God 
damned  villains  I 


THE  VERMONT  BIBLE  •SOCIETY 

Had  its  organization  at  the  capital.  The 
first  meeting  was  held  at  the  hall  of  the 
Academy,  Oct.  28,  18 12.  Hon.  Wm.  C. 
Harrington,  mod.,  Jeduthan  Looniis,  clerk. 
Rev.  Chester  Wright  preached  the  opening 
sermon,  and  before  the  meeting  dissolved 
88  persons  had  become  members,  and 
$323.75  raised.  First  ofticers  :  Charles 
Marsh,  pres't,  Gen.  Abner  Forbes,  treas., 


METHODISM  IN  MONTPELIER. 
BY  KKV,  .J.  K.  BAIITLF.TT. 

The  history  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Montpelier  extends  to  the  earliest  associa- 
tions of  Methodism  in  Vermont. 

Various  accounts  have  been  given  of  the 
introduction  of  Methodism  into  Vermont, 
some  of  which  are  only  matters  of  tradi- 
tion and  probably  incorrect.  It  is  now 
known  that  the  first  Methodist  preacher 
sent  to  Vermont  by  the  authorized  voice 
of  the  Methodist  PZpiscopal  Church,  and 
who  accepted  and  worked  "vmder  the  ap- 
pointment, was  Nicholas  Snethen,  who  at 
the  Conference  held  at  Thompson,  Conn., 
convened  Sept.  20,  1796,  was  "  read  off " 
as  the  appointee  to  "  Vershire  circuit.'" 

This  was  an  entirely  new  field  for  Meth- 
odistic  preaching,  and  Mr.  Snethen  prob- 
ably went  to  his  appointment  with  no  def- 
inite knowledge  of  the  existence  of  any 
Methodist  families  in  Vermont  except  one 
in  Vershire,  one  in  Bradford,  and  perhaps 
a  few  others  in  the  extended  territory 
which  comprised  the  "  circuit.'* 

"  Vershire  circuit  reached,"''  as  the  re- 
cords state,  "from  the  towns  near  the 
Connecticut  river  to  Montpelier."  These 
boundaries  are  somewhat  indefinite,  but 
v/ere  as  accurate,  perhaps,  as  any  in  the 
early  days  of  Methodism,  when  bounding 
the  parish  of  a  Methodist  preacher. 

Jesse  Lee,  the  pioneer  of  Methodism  in 
New  F^ngland,  was  Presiding  Elder,  and 
in  his  journal  makes  reference  to  Vershire 
circuit  in  these  words:  "Many  of  the 
places  where  we  preached  in  that  circuit 
were  quite  new  settlements ;  the  houses 
were  very  small,  and  but  scattered  through 
the  country.  The  preachers  had  to  en- 
counter many  difficulties  and  to  endure 
many  hardships.  But  one  thing  which 
made  up  for  all  the  difficulties  was  this, 
the  people  were  fond  of  attending  meeting 
by  day  or  by  night,  and  were  very  kind  to 
the  preachers :  and  best  of  all  was,  sin- 
ners were  awakened,  and  in  a  little  time 
some  of  tliem  became  the  happy  subjects 
of  the  favor  of  God,  and  were  zealouslv  en- 
gaged in  tr}'ing  to  help  forward  the  work 
of  the  Lord  as  far  as  thev  could.  Since 
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then  we  have  prospered  considerably  in 
this  new  part  of  the  country." 

The  fragmentary  records  which  are  the 
only  means  of  information  now  extant,  give 
conclusive  evidence  that  ■Montpelier  was 
thus  visited  by  the  early  itinerant  preach- 
ers, and  that  it  immediately  became  an  ap- 
pointment for  stated  and  regular  preach- 
ing. It  is  probable,  however,  that  sudh 
preaching  was  only  at  intervals  of  consid- 
erable extent  in  point  of  time,  and  that  the 
meetings  were  small  as  regards  the  num- 
ber in  attendance,  being  held  in  dwellings, 
or  possibly  in  school-houses  where  they 
existed  and  could  be  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose. Arminian  theology  ^\as  then  re- 
garded as  an  interloper,  and  met  with  its 
opposing  creeds  of  Calvinistic  dogmas  on 
the  one  hand  and  extreme  Liberalism  on 
the  other,  as  its  vital  and  . untiring  dispu- 
tants. 

D.  P.  Thompson's  History  of  Montpe- 
lier speaks  of  "A  great  public  meeting  for 
a  doctrinal  debate,'"  held  in  Montpelier 
during  the  summer  of  1799,  in  which  a 
♦'Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  some  other  part 
of  the  State,"  appeared  "on  the  part  of 
the  Methodists."  Doubtless  this  was 
Joseph  Mitcliell.  the  preacher  on  the 
"Vergennes  circuit"  in  that  year.  Mr, 
Mitchell  was  never  an  appointee  on  an\- 
circuit  which  included  Montpelier,  but 
was  a  man  of  untiring  energy,  great  intel- 
lectual power  and  unceasing  labors  in  his 
calling  as  a  preacher,  and  it  is  recorded  of 
him  that  he  traveled  at  the  rate  of  nearly 
6,000  miles  a  year  while  on  the  Vergennes 
circuit.  His  appearance  in  Montpelier  at 
this  time  would  seem  to  indicate  either 
that  he  was  an  occasional  visitor  and 
preacher  here,  although  not  on  his  stated 
circuit,  or  that  he  was  brought  forward  to 
champion  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  by  the  friends  of  the 
same. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  Montpelier 
may  have  been  occasionally  visited  by  the 
preachers  of  Vergennes  circuit,  as  well  as 
by  those  of  Vershire  circuit,  of  which  it 
was  a  part,  for  the  early  Methodist  preacher 
had  a  habit  of  making  himself  heard,  and 
of  feeling  very  much  at  home  wherever, 


and  under  whatever  circumstances  he  could 
find  a  congregation,  and  in  view  of  the 
common  sympathy  and  purpose  among 
the  early  preachers,  especially,  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  no  exclusive  right  of  territory 
was  thought  of  by  any  circuit  preacher. 

Lorenzo  Dow,  famed  for  his  eccentric- 
ities of  life  and  speech,  and  an  able  though 
irregular  worker  in  the  early  itinerancy,  is 
also  known  to  have  been  an  occasional 
preacher  at  Montpelier,  but  was  never  an 
appointee  on  any  circuit  which  included 
the  town  in  its  jurisdiction.  So  of  others 
whose  names  are  not  in  the  list  of  Meth- 
odist preachers  included  in  this  sketch, 
but  who  may  be  remembered,  or  periiaps 
recorded,  as  having  engaged  in  the  work 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

The  preachers  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Snethen  upon  Vershire  circuit  while  Mont- 
pelier continued  within  its  bounds,  were, 
in  1797,  Ralph  Williston ;  in  1798,  Joseph 
Crawford;  in  1799,  Mr.  Crawford  again, 
with  Elijah  Chichester  as  his  colleague : 
in  1800,  Thomas  Dewey  ;  in  iSoi,  Truman 
Bishop  and  Thomas  Branch ;  in  1802, 
Solomon  Langdon.  and  Paul  Dustin ;  in 
1803,  Samuel  Draper  and  Oliver  Beale. 
The  dates  above  given  indicate  the  "Con- 
ference year,"  commencing  with  the  an- 
nual session  in  the  summer  of  the  year 
named,  and  continuing  to  the  following 
session.  In  1804,  the  circuit  was  divided, 
and  Montpelier  became  a  part  of  the  new 
"  Barre  circuit,"  which  included  the  foi- 
lov>  ing  within  its'  jurisdiction :  Barre, 
Plainlield,  Middlesex,  Montpelier,  iXorth- 
field,  Williamstown,  Washington,  Berlin, 
and  Orange.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
Moretown  and  Waitsfield  were  in  the  cir- 
cuit at  this  time,  of  were  added  subse- 
quently;  but  eventually  they  were  so  in- 
cluded, as  well  as  other  towns. 

There  are  257  names  upon  the  oldest 
list  of  members  now  to  be  found,  and 
which  seems  to  include  the  entire  circuit 
as  it  existed  in  1804. 

Of  this  number  it  is  difficult  to  decide 
how  many  were  residents  of  Montpelier, 
as  the  Montpelier  membership  is  not 
grouped  as  in  some  of  the  other  towns,  but 
i  it  seems  to  be  not  more  than  six  or  eight. 
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There  was,  however,  a  "class"'  organ- 
iTration,  and  it  was  represented  in  the  re- 
ported "collections'*  ate  ach  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  circuit,  the  amounts  vary- 
ing in  these  early  iv-j-.oits  from  35  cents  to 
$8.54,  the  last  n-^ir.ed  being 'the  report  on 
Apr.  19,  1806,  at  >he  last  quarterly  meet- 
ing in  the  Conference  year. 


1808,    collections  from   two  I 


classes  in  Montpelier  were  reported,  indi- 
cating that  another  class  was  fornied  about 
this  time,  subsequent  reports  showing  the 
continuation  of  this  arrangement.  The 
first  receipt  of  "public  money"  reported 
from  Montpelier  was  at  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing held  at  }'lainfield,  October  16,  1807, 
the  amount  being  Si. 60.  The  name  of 
the  first  class  leader  was  An.sel  Patterson, 
who  afterwards  removed  to  Barre,  and 
was  eventually  expelled  from  membership. 

The  number  in  society  as  reported  to 
the  ani'ual  Confertnce  of  1812  was  330 
upon  the  circuit,  and  of  this  number  25 
were  in  the  two  classes  in  Montpelier, 
David  Harris  and  Elias  Kingslcy  being 
the  leaders,  and  having  thirteen  and  twelve 
in  their  respective  classes,  and  three  "on 
triar'  in  the  class  of  Mr.  King.sley.  The 
^records  are  ver}  meagre  during  these  in- 
tervening years,  but  there  is  evidence  of  a 
steady  growth  in  numbers  and  increase  of 
influence  for  the  church  in  the  community. 

Aug.  5,  1S20,  the  quarterly  m.eetingwas 
held  in  Montpelier,  being  the.  first  on 
record  as  held  in  this  town.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain, however,  that  quarterly  meetings 
were  now  held  here  for  the  first  time,  as 
some  of  the  records  in  former  years  are  in- 
complete, and  it  is  obvious  that  such  meet- 
ings were  held,  of  which  no  record  is  now 
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extant,  or  at  least  known  to  exist.  The 
record  of  this  meeting  is  very  meagre, 
being  only  a  statement  of  the  time  and 
place  and  the  amount  of  the  collections 
and  disbursements  as  follows  : 

Quarterly  meetings  held  at  Montpelier, 
for^Barre  circuit,  August  5,  1820. 
Public  collection,  $8.62. 
Paid  Ella  Dunam  expense,  6.00 
Squire  B.  Harskell    do.  2.62 


^8.62 

This  brief  record  is  suggestive,  however. 


of  a  meeting  which  was  probably  one  of 
impressive  and  solemn  interest  in  the  com- 
munity. A  Methodist  "  quarterly  meet- 
ing'" in  1820  was  likely  to  be  an  event  of 
great  local  interest.  Barre  circuit  com- 
prised at  this  time  some  twelve  or  more 
towns  within  its  bounds,  and,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  custom  in  these  olden  times, 
there  would  be  likely  to  be  in  attendance 
at  the  quarterly  meeting  some  from  every 
preaching  station  on  the  circuit,  and  a 
general  attendance  of  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  towns 
convenient  of  access  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. It  is,  therefore,  probable  that  this 
meeting  was  one  of  considerable  local  im- 
portance. Mr.  Henry  Nutt  remembers 
the  occasion,  and  that  tiie  meeting  was 
held  in  the  grove  at  the  "Centre,'"  and 
very  largely  attended  by  the  people  from 
all  adjoining  and  some  other  towns. 

Rev.  P^lihu  Scott,  who  is  now  living  in 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  writes: 

In- June,  1825,  I  received  my  first  ap- 
pointment in  the  New  England  Confer- 
ence, on  old  Barre  circuit,  Vermont,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  at  that  time  in  the 
State.  John  Lord  was  preacher  in  charge, 
David  Leslie  second,  E.  Scott  third;  and 
because  ^ve  had  not  help  enough,  we  took 
on  Horace  Spaulding  for  the  fourth,  (a 
school  teacher  and  local  preacher  of  good 
abilities.)  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
towns  then  embraced  in  the  circuit — a 
name  that  meant  something  in  those  days 
— namely:  Barre,  Montpelier,  Calais, 
Plainfield,Marshfield,  Orange,  Washing- 
ton, Williamstown,  Brookfield,  Randolph, 
Bethel,  Roxbury,  Northfield  and  Berlin. 
I  think  we  had  preaching  every  Sabbath 
only  in  Barre  ;  in  a  few  other  places  once 
in  two  weeks,  in  others  once  in  four  weeks, 
and  in  others  once  in  eight  weeks.  But 
with  lectures,  as  we  then  called  them — 
that  is,  preaching  on  week  days,  afternoon 
or  evening,  in  all  our  outlying  neigh^Dor- 
hoods  where  we  had  classes,  four  or  five 
times  a  week  three  weeks  out  of  four,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  in  private  houses  or 
school-houses,  and  visiting  all  our  mem- 
bers frequently,  we  found  plenty  of  hard 
work  to  keep  us  out  of  idleness  and  mis- 
chief. 

Previous  to  1826,  the  Methodists  had  no 
church,  but  during  this  year  one  was  built 
by  them  at  the  Centre  of  the  town,  in 
which  meetinjis  were  then  held  alternatelv 
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with  services  hi  the  old  State  House  in 
the  village.  At  the  first  quarterly  meet- 
ing held  in  the  church,  Wilbur  Fisk  preach- 
ed upon'  the  theme  of  "  endless  misery" — 
a  mcrnorabh  sermon,  which  was  much 
discussed  in  the  community. 

In  1828,  Montpelier  was  made  a  station, 
and  thenceforward  lost  its  identity  with 
Barre  circuit,  but  gained  one  of  its  own. 
The  appointments  of  preachers  for  Barre 
circuit  from  its  formation  to  this  time,  (all 
of  whom  were  of  course  regular  visitors  to 
Montpelier  at  stated  appointments,)  were 
as,follo\vs:  In  1S04,  Oliver  Beale  ;  1805, 
Elijah  Hedding  and  Daniel  Young;  1806, 
Philip  Munger  and  Jonathan  Chaney ; 
1807,  Sanvl  Thompson  and  Eleazer  Wells  ; 
iSoS.  Solomon  Sias  ;  1809,  Warren  Ban- 
ister and  George  Gary;  18 10,  Eliazer 
Wells  and  Squire  Streeter  ;  181 1,  Nathan- 
iel "Stcrnes  and  John  Jewett;  1812,  Eb- 
enezer  F.  Newell  and  Joseph  Dennett ; 
1813  and '14,  David  Kilburn,  Jason  Walk- 
er being  his  colleague  in '14  ;  i8i5and  '16, 
Joel  Steele,  Thomas  C.  Pierce  being  a 
colleague  in  "16;  i8i'7  and  '18,  Leonard 
Frost;  1819,  Thomas  C.  Pierce;  1820, 
Squire  B.  Haskell  and  Ella  Dunham  ;  1821, 
John  F.  Adams  and  Abraham  Hohvay ; 
1S22,  J.  F.  Adams,  D.  Leslie  ;  1823,  Sam- 
uel Norris  and  Haskell  Wheelock  ;  1824, 
D.  Kilburn,  H.  Wheelock  and  A.  H. 
Houghton;  1S25,  John  Lord,  D.  Leslie 
and  Elihu  Scott;  1826,  A.  D.  Merrill  and 
J.  Ternpleton;  1827,  J.  B.  White,  E. 
Jordan  and  R.  L.  Harvey. 

There  had  also  appeared  among  the 
Methodist  preachers  in  the  town  the  fol- 
lowing men  who  had  occupied  the  office  of 
presiding  elder  upon  the  district  of  which 
Barre  circuit  was  a  part:  Jesse  Lee, 
George  Pickering,  Shadrack  Bostwick, 
John  Brodhead,  Joseph  Crawford,  Elijah 
Sabin,  Thomas  Branch,  Eleazer  Wells, 
Joseph  A.  Merrill,  John  Lindsley,  John  G. 
Dow,  Wilbur  Fisk. 

Among  these  names  that  of  Wilbur  Fisk 
is  not  the  least  prominent,  and  to  the 
present  generation  is  a  household  name  in 
memory  of  a  man  who  made  his  impress 
in  society  as  but  few  men  are  able  to  do. 
The  sermon  of  Mr.  Fisk  before  the  Ver- 


mont Legislature  of  1826  is  now  preserved, 
Iiaving  been  printed  in  pamphlet  forrn. 
Mr.  Fisk  has  been  called  the  "  founder  of 
Methodism  in  Montpelier,"  but  although 
his  influence  was  of  great  value  to  Meth- 
odism in*  Montpelier,  his  work  was  inci- 
dental to  its  history  rather  than  the  found- 
ation of  it.  He  was  a  strong  man  in  the 
denojuination,  and  doubtless  exercised  an 
influence  which  served  in  a  great  measure 
to  dispel  the  opposition  and  the  prejudices 
which  had  met  the  early  efforts  of  Meth- 
odists to  secure  an  acknowledged  right  to 
v/orship  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  consciences,  and  the  preferences  of 
their  religious  tastes.  [For  Presiding  Elder 
Fisk,  see  Windham  County  vol.,  (follow- 
ing Washington  County  papers,)  of  which 
County  he  was  a  native — Ed.]  It  is  also 
probable  that  this  growing  strength  in  the 
society  gave  encouragement  to  the  local 
interests  to  such  an  extent  as  to  bring 
about  the  independent  existence  of  "  Mont- 
pelier station,"  and  thus  secure  a  resident 
pastor  who  could  give  his  entire  attention 
to  the  interests  of  the  church  in  Mont- 
pelier. 

So  it  came  about  that  at  the  annual  con- 
ference, held  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  (this  terri- 
tory being  then  comprised  in  "  the  New 
England  Conference,")  and  commencing 
July  23,  1828,  Barre  circuit  was  again  di- 
vided, (having  lost  "Brookfield  circuit" 
in  1826,)  and  "Montpelier  station"  be- 
came an  appointment.  John  Lord  was 
presiding  elder  of  the  district,  and  John  G.- 
Dow the  stationed  preacher. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  was  held  at 
the  church  (at  the  Center)  Sept.  20  and 
21,  1828.  Regular  meetings  had  been 
held  up  to  this  time,  but  the  "quarterly 
meeting  "  now  convened  for  the  first  time 
on  the  station,  and  as  there  was  but  one 
steward  under  the  circuit  arrangement,  it 
became  necessary  to  choose  others ;  the 
completed  board  was  as  follows  :  Stephen 
Sanborn,  Daniel  Culver,  Samuel  Upham, 
Cyrenus  G.  Kelton,  (Recording  Steward,) 
and  Plenry  Nutt.  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing the  board  of  tmstees  was  increased  to 
five,  and  then  comprised  Salvenus  Morse, 
John.  Stevens,   James  Arbuckle,  Daniel 
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Culver  and  Henry  Nutt;  and  the  member- 
ship was  comprised  in  seven  classes,  as 
follow.,;  I,  tJenry  Nutt  leader,  13  mem- 
bers ;  2,  Ellas  Wakefield  leader,  9  mem- 
bers and  two  on  trial;  3,  Cyrenus  G.  Kel- 
ton  leader,  16  members;  4,  ^Goodyear 
Bassett  local  preacher  and  leader,  16  mem- 
bers and  one  on  trial ;  5,  James  Arbuckle 
leader,  7  memibers  and  5  on  trial ;  6,  Dan- 
iel W.  Fox  leader,  20  members  ;  7,  Nathan 
Howard  leader,  13  members;  total,  105 
members  and  8  on  trial. 

The  finsncial  exhibit  for  this  first  year 
is  as  follows :  Collections  for  this  year's 
avails  of  subscription  papers,  $204  ;  private 
donations, $1 5  ;  ministerial  or  public  money, 
S62  ;  quarterly  collections,  S49  ;  total,  $330. 
Disbursements,  Paid  Rev.  J.  G.  Dow  for 
traveling  expenses,  $10;  for  house  rent, 
$70:  fuel,  $15  ;  table  expenses,  $85  ;  quar- 
terage, $140;  paid  Rev.  John  Lord,  P.E., 
?io ;  total,  $330. 

An  interesting  relic  of'  the  time  here 
written  of  is  an  original  "class  paper," 
now  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  al- 
though yellow  with  age,  and  carrying  an 
inscription  of  faded  writing,  but  still  very 
legible,  as  follows  : 

►J<  ■  1^ 

gloiitpclicr         |JH|Tcr.---ila.  L 

HENRY  NUTT,  Leader. 
John  G.  Dow,  S.  P.    Rev.  John  Lord,  P.  E. 

Remember  and  observe  the  Quarterly  Fast. 
See  Discipline. 

Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God. 

—Bible. 

Made  April  isth,  1829. 
^  ^  ^ 

The  original  size  of  the  above  when 
folded  is  5-^x2,^  inches,  and  when  unfold- 
ed, it  is  twelve  times  as  large,  and  con- 
tains the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
class  indicated,  with  lines  and  spaces  to 
record  their  state  in  life,  (married,  single 
or  widowed,)  their  state  in  the  church, 
(full  membership  or  on  trial,)  and  their 
attendance  or  non-attendance  at  class 
meetings.  1  he  church  records,  although 
merely  incidental  of  the  routine  business 
during  the  next  6  years,  indicate  a  general 
state  of  prosperity  and  a  healthy  growth 


in  the  membership.  John  G.  Dow  was 
again  appointed  preacher  in  charge  in 
1S29,  with  Eleazer  Wells  presiding  elder. 
James  Templeton  was  the  preacher  in  '30 
and  '31  ;  Ezra  Sprague,  '32  ;  John  Currier 
in '33  ;  (Josiah  A.  Scarrit,  presiding  elder,) 
and  Elilui  Scott  the  preacher  in  '34.  At 
this  time  there  was  under  agitation  a  pro- 
ject to  build  a  Methodist  church  in  the 
village,  the  meetings  having  been  held  in 
the  old  Court  House  up  to  this  time. 

The  following  record  is  still  preserved, 
apparently  upon  the  original  paper  where 
it  was  written : 

MoNTPKLiER,  Feb.  12,  1834. 

According  to  previous  notice  given,  a 
meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  expediency  of 
building  a  Methodist  meeting-house. 

On  motion,  Hon.  Cyrus  Ware  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  E.  H.  W^ashburn 
was  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed 
consisting  of  three,  to  be  denominated  a 
Methodist  meeting-house  committee.  Lu- 
ther Cross,  Samuel  Upham,  Jonathan  M. 
Snow,  comprise  this  committee,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  find  a  site  on  which  to 
build  said  house,  and  any  other  business 
belonging  to  the  subject. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
to  meet  at  the  State  House,  on  the  24th 
instant,  at  6  oVlock  P.  m. 

E.  H.  Washburn,  Secretary. 

Feb.  24,  1834. 

Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Hon.  C. 
Ware  in  the  ch  lir,  and  J.  M.  Snow,  sec- 
retary pro  icm. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  tried  rel- 
ative to  the  site  belonging  to  Mr.  Jewett. 

On  motion.  Col.  J.  P.  Miller  was  added 
to  the  committee  above  raised,  and  also 
Mr.  James  Arbuckle  and  Mr.  Nahum. 

On  motion,  che  meeting  was  adjourned 
to  the  loth  of  March. 

E.  H.  Washburn,  Secretary. 

March  loth,  1834. 
On  motion  of  Hon.  C.  Ware,  Smith 
Sherman  was  called  to  the  chair. 

On  motion,  said  meeting  agreed  to 
build  on  the  Keith  site. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
24th  instant. 

E.  PI.  Washburn,  Secretary. 

MONTPELIER,  March  24,  1834. 
Met  pursuant  to  adjournment  after  read- 
ing the   notice  published  in  the  news- 
papers.    Plon.  C.  Ware  called  to  the 
chair.    Trustees:    Cyrenus  Morse,  Sam- 
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uel  Upham,  Jr.,  Christopher  C.  Wing,  A. 
D.  H.  Cad  well,  James  Arbuckle  ;  Meth- 
odist meeting-house  committee :  C.  C. 
Wing,  J.  M.'  Snow,  Wm.  B.  Hubbard. 
4th.  To  act  on  draft  for  a  constitution  for 
s^id  socief-i-.  Con^tiuition  adopted.  Plan 
A,  for  a  meetin^^-house  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  r.ceting-  ^vas  adjourned 
four  weeks.       E.  H.  Washburn,  Sec. 

No  further  record  of  this  movement  is 
preserved,  and  the  project  seeihs  to  have 
waited  development  for  the  time  being. 

The  earliest  records  of  the  Sunday-school 
are  July,  1835;  one  superintendent,  5 
teachers,  48  scholars;  75  vols,  in  the  li- 
brary. It  seems  probable  that  there  was 
a  Sunday-school  organization  some  years 
earlier,  and  it  is  also  probable  that  the  or- 
ganization has  been  continued  ever  since. 

Aug.  31,  1836,  the  New  Han;pshire  and 
Vermont  Conference  commenced  its  sev- 
enth annual  Session  in  Montpciicv,  under 
the  presidency  of  Bishop  Elijah  Hedding. 
It  must  ho.ve  been  with  peculiar  feelings 
of  gratitude  to  God,  that  Bishop  Hedding 
now  looked  upon  the  assembling  of  this 
conference.  In  1805,  he  had  been  a 
preacher  on  Barre  circuit,  and  had  occa- 
sionally visited  and  preached  in  Mont- 
pclier. 

In  1824,  he  v;as  elected  and  ordained 
Bishop,  and  in  1830,  had  presided  over 
the  first  session  of  the  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont  Conference  at  Barre,  and 
now  in  the  :ourse  of  his  official  duties, 
came  to  preside  over  the  session  to  be  held 
in  Montpelicr.  The  number  of  membeis 
in  the  church  in  Montpelier  at  this  time 
was  153.  The  sessions  of  the  conference 
were  held  in  the  "Brick  Church,"  (Con- 
gregational.) It  is  remembered  that  John 
Brodhead  was  also  present  among  other 
visitors. 

Following  this  conference  the  building 
enterprise  assumed  definite  form. 

Daniel  Baldwin  was  made  chairman  of 
the  building  committee,  and  eventually 
bore  the  burden  of  can'}ing  the  church 
to  completion.  His  financial  account  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  amounting  to 
;?3,i76.i5,  paid  into  his  hands  and  fully 
accounted  for,  was  rendered  to  the  stew- 
ards under  date  of  1840. 


The  deed  of  the  land  was  given  by 
Rawsel  R.  Keith  to  the  stewards  . of  the 
Methodist  flpiscopal  Church,  the  consid- 
ation  being  named  as  $500,  and  the  lot 
being  described  as  situated  on  the  north- 
erly side  of  the  road  leading  from  William 
Mann's  to  the  State  House;"  as  bounded 
by  lands  belonging  to  Keith  and  Blaisdell, 
and  the  road,  having  4  rods  vv'idth  and 
being  8  rods  in  length  from  the  road  to  the 
rear  boundary  line.  This  deed  was  made 
and  attested  Dec.  1.6,  1836,  and  recorded 
Jan.  19,  1837.  The  deed  w^as  given,  to 
quote  its  language,  *'upon  the  especial 
tmst  and  confidence  that  they  shall  erect 
and  build  thereon  a  house  or  place  of  re-^ 
ligious  worship  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Montpelier  according  to  the  rules  and  dis- 
cipline which  from  time  to  time  may  be 
agreed  upon  by  the  ministers  and  preachers 
by  said  church  at  their  general  conference  in 
the  United  States  of  America,"  and  men- 
tioning further  expectation  that  the  prop- 
erty should  remain  in  the  control  of  the 
said  church  under  its  disciplinary  rules. 
Some  33  years  later,  Nov.  8,  1869,  the 
title  was  made  absolute  by  the  execution 
of  another  deed  by  which  for  a  consider- 
ation of  $100,  Mr.  Keith  quit-claimed  to 
the  stewards  of  said  church  all  right  and 
title  to  the  same  piece  of  land,  indicating 
that  when  it  became  necessary  to  make  a 
change  in  the  church  property,  it  was 
found  that  doubt  existed  as  to  the  right  of 
the  church  to  clispose  of  the  same  under 
the  original  title.  This  illustrates  the 
truth  that  not  only  mice  but  men  also 
sometimes  overlook  the  means  of  egress, 
when  deeply  intent  in  improving  the  op- 
portunity of  ingress  upon  a  desired  pos- 
session. 

The  church  was  dedicated  Nov.  19, 
1837,  and  the  sermon  preached  by  Rev,  S. 
Kelley,  pastor.  In  1838  the  church  in 
Montpelier  village  was  made  a  station  by 
itself,  with  99  names  upon  its  roll  of  miem- 
b'irsh'p. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  held  in  the 
church  at  Montpelier  village  was  Apr.  7, 
"1838,  and  after  this  time  usually  occurred 
at  this  place.    In  1837,  Middlesex  charge 
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was  united  with  Montpelier  for  the  time 
being,  and  two  preachers  were  appointed 
to  tlie  work.  In  1S39,  East  Montpelier 
was  annexed  in  like  manner,  but  in  each 
inst:Ancc  the  a/;-;-;;  j;,;::;crit  v-.-ns  only  for  the 
current  year.  During  these  years  and  the 
following  there  was  a  steady  growth  in  the 
membership  of  the  church,  with  occasional 
revival  of  religion.  In  1858,  the  Vermont 
Annual^ Conference,  (organized  in  1844,) 
held  its  fourteenth  session  in  Montpelier, 
Bishop  Osrnan  C.  Baker  presiding.  The 
conference  convened  May  13th. 

In  1866,  the  22d  session  of  the  Vermont 
Annual  Conference  was  held  in  Mont- 
pelier, convening  April  19,  with  Bishop 
Matthew  Simpson  presiding.  This  was 
the  centennial  year  of  American  Metho- 
dism, dating  from  its  introduction  in  1766, 
3nrl  cr-vcnt  interest  attached  to  the  observa- 
tion of  proper  demonstrations  to  commem- 
orate such  an  occasion  of  congratulation. 
On  Friday  evening,  x\pril  20,  a  "  centenar}^ 
meeting""  was  held,  at  which  Gov.  Dilling- 
ham presided.  Rev.  H.  Eastman  read  a 
poem  suited  to  the  occasion,  and  Rev.  G. 
C.  Bancroft  delivered  an  address.  The 
Sabbath  services  vrere  particularly  interest- 
ing, Bishop  Simpson  preaching  at  the 
Congregational  Church  in  the  forenoon, 
and  the  other  services  in  the  several 
churches  being  conducted  by  other  vis- 
itors and  by  members  of  the  conference. 

Sept.  21,  1868,  it  was  voted  by  the 
leaders  and  stewards'  meeting,  (official 
board,  improperly  so  called,)  "  to  build  a 
new  house  of  worship,"  and  the  necessary 
measures  were  taken  in  due  time  to  dis- 
pose of  the  church  property  then  held  by 
the  society,  and  to  procure  the  land  and 
erect  the  church  edifice  now  owned  by 
this  society.  Like  other  church  enter- 
prises ot  this  character,  this  involved  years 
of  toil  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  and  corresponding  labor  and  sac- 
rifice by  the  pastors  who  found  their  lot 
cast  'with  this  society  during  the  several 
following  years.  It  is  not  within  the  prov- 
ince of  this  article  to  relate  the  details  of 
the  elfort  to  erect  this  new  house  of  wor- 
ship, but  to  record  its  completion  fof 
dedication  on  Nov.  24,  1874,  Rev.  W.  R. 


Clark,  D.  D.,  of  the  Nev/  England  Con- 
ference, being  the  preacher  of  the  dedica- 
tory sermon. 

Among  the  material  encouragements  in 
the  undertaking  was  the  donation  of  the 
massive  bell  by  Col.  H.  C.  Nutt,  at  about 
$1,500  cost,  and  which  was  made  a  "me- 
morial gift in  the  name  of  two  sisters 
deceased,  and  whose  names  are  cast  in  an 
inscription  on  the  bell,  as  follows  : 

•5f  ^ 

:  IN    MEMORY  : 

'  OF  * 

\  MY    SISTBRS,  : 

:•  FANNY  AND  ASENATH  \ 

:  H.  C.  NUTT,  ; 

:  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  : 

:  Montpelier,  Vt,,  : 

:  1872.  : 


[Faxny  W.  Nutt  was  born  in  Mont- 
pelier, March  2d,  1836;  united  v/ith  the 
Methodist  Church  in  this  village  in  1854; 
married  Chas.  H.  Tenney,  M.D.,  Nov.  25, 
1862,  and  diedNov.8,  1864.  Dr.  Tenney, 
who  was  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the 
Vt,  Insane  Asylum,  died  in  Brattleboro, 
April  27,  1874.  Two  poems  from  her  pen 
appear  in  "The  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Ver- 
mont," one  of  which  attracted  very  pleas- 
ant notice : 

THE  TWO  CROWNS. 

Over  ocean's  deep  blue  waters. 

In  a  home  of  royal  pride, 
Is  a  darling  little  baby. 

Known  throughout  the  world  so  wide. 

I  suppose  that  be  is  winning. 

Just  as  other  babies  are ; 
Laughing  eyes  and  dimpled  shoulders. 

Brow  as  polished  marble  fair; 
Itobes  of  costliest  lace  and  muslin. 

Showing  forth  his  baby  charms- 
Strings  of  purest  diamonds  flashing 

From  his  rosy  neck  and  arras. 

Tended  by  a  score  of  servants. 
Feeding  from  a  golden  bowl—  5- 

Worshipped  by  a  mighty  nation— 
Whence  this  homage  of  the  whole?  r 
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All!  adown  the  iijisty  future 

They  can  see  that  baby  brow, 
Soarued  by  njauy  a  care-worn  furrow — 

Not  as  fresh  :>nd  fair  as  row; 
■  Bobbed  of  all  the  golden  ringlets 

Tliat  his  beauty  now  enhance; 
Wearing,  as  to  hide  iis  ivritikles, 

Tiie  Iniptriiil  Crown  of  I  rauce. 

'2\eath  our  roof-tree  fondly  nestles 

Just  the  dearest  liitle  thing. 
That  within  an  earla-hoiLie  ever 

Folded  up  Its  tlnr  wing. 

Eyes  of  blue,  ai'.d  golden  tresses 

Waving  "round  a  brow  of  light. 
Looks  she  like  a  little  cherub 

In  her  flowing  robes  of  white; 
With  no  oni'inirnts  we  deck  her 

But  the  charnis  that  nature  gives, 
Save  a  pair  of  golden  arrows, 

Looping  up  her  little  sleeves. 

At  her  birth  no  bells  were  pealing, 

Save  the  bells  of  silent  joy; 
At  her  feet  bows  no  proud  nation 

As  before  the  Emperor's  hoy. 

But,  I've  often  beard  at  twilight 

Angel  feet  come  tripping  iu: 
Bending  o'er  her  nuunight  slumbers, 

Often  angel  for:ns  have  seen; 
And  I  p'.mo:  t  Lear  them  tell  her 

That  a  crown  of  glory  bright 
Waits;  to  bind  our  baby's  forehead 

In  the  blessed  world  of  light- 

The  interest  in  which  is  not  diminished, 
but  rather  enh^)nced,  now  the  fair,  dear 
author  sleeps  in  Green  Mount  Cemetery, 
and  the  pure  young  Prince  has  won  the 
martyrdom  oi  the  brave  by  the  barbaric 
Abyssinian  spear.  Touching  sequel  of 
human  hope,  if  we  look  on  one  side  of  the 
leaf.  If  we  turn  the  leaf,  it  may  have  a 
very  beautiful  golden  lining. — Ed.] 

The  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
edifice  is  a  substantial  brick  structure,  of 
plain  exterior,  well  located  upon  Main  st. 
Its  extreme  length  upon  the  outside  is  iii 
feet,  with  a  corresponding  width  of  60  feet. 
The  ground  floor  is  occupied  by  a  spacious 
vestibule,  and  from  which  a  passage  24  feet 
in  length  and  10  feet  in  width,  leads  to  the 
vestry,  62  x  58  feet,  being  the  largest  lec- 
ture room  in  town,  while  upon  the  right  of 
the  passage  from  the  vestibule  is  a  class- 
room, 24  feet  square,  and  upon  the  left  two 
ladies'  parlors,  each  24  x  12  feet,  and  con- 
nected by  folding  doors.  From  the  vesti- 
bule on  each  side  is  a  stairway,  5  ft.  5  in. 
wide,  with  20  steps  of  7  in.  rise,  leading 
to  the  second  floor,  on  which  is  the  main 
audience  room,  73  ft.  long,  58  ft.  wide,  and 


32  ft.  high,  and  having  excellent  acoustic 
properties.  The  pevv-s  are  120  in  number, 
giving  600  sittings,  while  the  gallery  over 
the  vestibule  will  seat  100,  making  a  total 
seating  capacity  of  700  in  the  permanent 
seats.  The  organ  loft,  situated  back  of 
the  pulpit,  is  22  ft.  wide  by  17  ft.  depth, 
and  is  furnished  with  a  superior  instrument, 
made  by  Geo.  H.  Ryder  of  Boston,  and 
which  was  purchased  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Society.  On  each  side  of  the  organ  loft  is 
a  room  17  x  13  ft.,  and  intended  for  the 
toilet  of  the  preacher  and  the  choir.  The 
audience  room  is  heated  by  two  furnaces, 
and  the  vestry  by  a  third,  all  located  in  the 
cellar,  while  the  smaller  rooms  are  provid- 
ed with  stoves  for  heating  purposes. 

The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  pas- 
tors who  have  been  identified  with  this 
church  since  its  independent  existence, 
commencing  in  1828,  and  also  the  names 
of  tlie  presiding  elders  of  Montpelier  dis- 
trict, several  of  whom  have  resided  in  this 
town  during  their  term  of  office  : 

1828,  John  G.  Dow,  John  Lord,  Pre- 
siding Elder;  1829,  John  G.  Dow,  pastor, 
Eleazer  Wells,  Presiding  Elder;  1830  and 
'31,  James  Templeton  :  1 832, Ezra  Sprague  ; 
1833,  John  Currier,  Josiah  A.  Scarritt,  P. 
E. ;  '34  and  '35,  Elihu  Scott ;  '36  and  '37, 
Samuel  Kelley,  Charles  D.  Cahoon,  P.  E. ; 
'38  and '39,  Eleazer  Smith,  ElishaJ.  Scott, 
P.  E.  ;  '40  and  '41 ,  Charles  R.  Harding  ;  '42, 
'43,  '44,  ElishaJ.  Scott,  J.  G.  Dow,  P.  E. ; 
'45  and  '46,  Amasa  G.  Button,  John  Cur- 
rier, P.  E.  in  '46;  '47  and  '48,  Alonzo 
Webster;  '49,  S.  P.  Williams  ;  '50  and '51, 
S.  Chamberlain,  A.  T.  Bullard,  P.  E. ; 
'52  and  '53,  Beaijamin  Walker;  '54,  Ed- 
mund Copeland  ;  '55  and  '56,  F.  D.  Hem- 
en  way,  E.  J.  Scott,  P.  E. ;  '57  and  '58, 
H.  P.  Gushing,  W.J.Kidder,  P.  E.  in '58; 
'59  and  '60,  W.  D.  Malcom ;  *6i  and  '62, 
Isaac  McAnn,  P.  P.  Ray,  P.  E.  in  '62; 
'63  and  '64,  A.  L.  Cooper;  '65  and  '66,  M. 
Ludlum,  A.  L.  Cooper,  P.  E.  in  '66;  '67 
and  '68,  B.  Taylor.  Mr.  Taylor  was  re- 
leased in  Aug.  '68,  and  Isaac  McAnn  com- 
pleted the  conference  •year.  1869,  S. 
Holmah^;  '70,  H.  W.  Worthen,  J.  A. 
Sherburn,  P.  E.  in  '70;  ^71  and  ^72,  J. 
W.  C.  Co^e.    Mr.  Coxe  was  released  in 
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the  fall  of  '72,  and  James  Morrow  sup- 
plied the  remainder  of  the  conference  year. 
1^73  and  '74,  M.  A.  Spencer,  1.  McAnn, 
P.  E.  in  -74;  '75  and  ^6,  J.  M.C.  Fulton; 
'7S  and  79,  Charles  Parkhurst,  Church 
Tabor,  P.  E.  in  '78.  Mr.  Parkhurst  was 
released  in  the  fall  of  '79,  and  N.  Fel- 
lows, of  the  N.  E.  Conference,  supplied 
the  remainder  of  the  conference  year,  and 
was  appointed  as  pastor  in  '80 ;  '81,  D.  E. 
Miller. 

The  annual  statistics  of  the  society  as 
reported  to  the  conference  of  1881  are  as 
follows:  Members,  234;  probationers, 
22  ;  local  preachers,  2  ;  number  in  Sunday- 
school,  200 ;  oft'icers  and  teachers,  24 ; 
probable  value  of  church  edifice,  $27,- 
000 ;  probable  value  of  parsonage  prop- 
erty, $2,000:  indebtedness,  none;  paid 
for  ministerial  support,  pastor,  $1,000; 
presiding  elder,  $68;  bishops,  $12;  con- 
ference claimants,  $25;  total,  $1, 105  ;_^cur- 
rent  expenses,  $275 ;  benevolent  collec- 
tions, $182;  total  annual  financial  dis- 
bursement, $1,562. 

THE  VERMONT  CHRISTIAN  MESSENGER. 
BY  RKV.  J.  R.  BARTLETT. 

No  certain  data  is  at  hand  to  indicate 
the  birthplace  of  the  Messenger.  One  in- 
formant states  that  it  was  started  in  New- 
bury in  1846,  by  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Willets. 
The  first  record  of  it  is  found  in  Wal- 
ton's Vermont  Register  for  1848,  stating 
that  it  was  published  in  Montpelier  in 
1847.  In  1S53,  it  was  removed  to  North- 
field,  and  in  1859  again  removed  to  Mont- 
pelier, where  it  has  since  been  published. 

During  its  history  it  has  been  published 
by  Rev.  Elisha  J.  Scott,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Webster,  C.  W.  Willard  (commencing  in 
1861)  ;  J.  W' .  Wheelock  (Willard  &  Whee- 
lock  from  1S69  to  1874,  and  then  by  Mr. 
Wheelock  and  his  estate  to  1879),  since 
which  time  the  present  proprietor,  Mr. 
Herbert  R.  Wheelock,  has  continued  the 
publication  in  the  office  of  the  "Green 
Mountain  Freeman.'"  Among  its  editors 
Rev.  Elisha  J.  Scott,  Rev.  Alonzo  Web- 
ster, and  Rev.  W.  D.  Malcom,  have  served 
the  longest  terms. 


The  following  memorial  sketch  of  Mr. 
Scott  was  published  in  the  Vermont  Con- 
ference Minutes  of  the  session  of  1866: 

Rev.  Elisha  J,  Scott  was  born  in  Greens- 
boro, Vt.,  Aug.  II,  1803,  and  died  in 
Montpelier,  Jan.  24,  1866,  in  his  63d  year. 
Bro.  Scott  was  a  son  of  pious  parents,  and 
a  father's  prayers  and  a  mother's  religious 
instructions  were  among  his  earliest  and 
sweetest  recollections.  The  principles  of 
our  holy  Christianity  took  a  strong  hold  of 
his  young  mind,  and  at  the  age  of  12  years 
he  gave  his  heart  to  the  Saviour,  and  joined 
the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  his  parents 
were  members.  He  continued  in  this 
Church  some  7- years,  when  the  Rev.  Wil- 
bur Fisk,  of  precious  memory,  was  sent  to 
preach  in  an  adjoining  town.  While  listen- 
ing to  his  preaching,  a  change  was  wrought 
in  his  views  of  Christian  doctrine,  and 
ever  after  in  sentiment  and  sympathy  he 
was  a  Methodist.  He  had  early  convic- 
tions that  he  was  sent  into  the  world  to  be 
a  minister  of  Jesus,  and  made  preparation 
to  enter  upon  his  life  w^ork.  He  was  re- 
ceived on  trial  in  the  M.  E.  Conference  in 
1828;  was  ordained  Deacon  by  Bishop 
Hedding,  at  Barre,  June  27,  1830,  and 
Elder  by  l>ishop  Roberts,  at  Lyndon,  Aug. 
12,  1832.  He  filled  with  great  accepta- 
bility and  usefulness  the  following  ap- 
pointments, namely :  Cabot,  Craftsbury, 
Barton,  Brookfield  and  Chelsea  Circuits, 
Woodstock,  Chelsea,  Newbury  and  Barre 
Stations — all  one  year  each  ;  Montpelier 
District  as  Presiding  Elder,  4  yeai-s  ;  Mont- 
pelier Station,  3  years,  the  third  year  as 
Supernumerary.  He  was  then  placed  on 
the  superannuated  list  for  9  years,  when-iie 
was  again  made  effective,  and  traveled 
Montpelier  Dist  rict  a  second  terni  of  four 
years  as  Presiding  Elder.  During  the 
last  years  of  this  term  his  health  complete- 
ly failed,  and  he  again  took  a  superannu- 
ated relation,  which  he  held  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  During  his  retirement 
from  the  active  work  of  the  ministry,  he 
performed  nmch  useful  labor  in  supplying 
on  the  Sabbath  appointments  near  the 
place  of  his  residence,  as  Superintendent 
of  common  schools  in  his  county,  and  as 
editor  of  the  Messenger.  He  was  for  sev- 
eral years  Secretary  of  the  Conference, 
and  a  delegate  to  the  General  Conference, 
which  met  at  Cincinnati,  May,  1836. 

[We  have  among  our  waifs  the  follow- 
ing hymn,  we  clipped  from  some  Mont- 
pelier paper  at  the  time — probably  the 
Messenger,  composed  by  him  a  few  days 
before-  his  death,  to  be  sung  at  his  fu- 
neral.— Ed.] 
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THE  DYING  CHRISTIANAS  ADIEU  TO  EARTH. 

Launched  on  Death's  dark,  rolling  stream. 

Earthly  scenes  recede  from  view; 
Ob!  ho%v  trilling  i  ll  now  bceia. 

As  I  bid  them  each  adieu. 
"Plr:^-.>'^t  fc^ Vv.  y  c-i-M  not  l-st- 
Morningclouds,  and  earthly  dew, 
Soon  exlialed— ar,d  quickly  pa«t, 

Ere  we  thoujjht  to  say  adieu. 
Once,  to  nie  did  they  impart 

Happiness,  short-lived,  but  true; 
Now,  as  from  them  all  I  part, 

Clieerlully  1  say  udieu. 
Richer  joys  my  soul  shall  tsiste, 

Joys  that  are  forever  new; 
To  those  joys  I  gladly  haste. 

Bidding  all  below  adieu. 
Objects  to  my  heart  most  dear. 

Friends  so  loving  and  so  true; 
Even  those,  without  a  tear, 

I  can  bid  niy  brief  adieu. 
Short  tlie  time  that  will  us  part, 

Then  ovir  union  v.e'll  renew, 
AVheu  heart  closely  joined  to  heart, 

Ne'er  shall  breathe  the  sad  adieu. 
■p.,,.,,y.r.i] ;  earth:  no  on;?er  honic, 

Heaven  opens  to  my  view; 
O'er  hill  and  vale  no  more  I  ro:;ui, 

Loved  scenes!  my  fond  adieii. 
Hark!  what  music  do  1  bear? 

Sweet  the  strains— full  and  new — 
How  it  floods  my  ravished  earl 

World  of  deatir.  my  last  adieu. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Webster,  D.D.,  was  born 
in  Weston,  Jan.  27,  1818  ;  joined  the  New 
Hampshire  Conference  in  1837,  and  by  the 
division  of  the  same,  became  a  member  of 
the  Vermont  Conference  at  its  formation 
in  1844;  remained  in  active  service  in  this 
Conference  19  years  as  pastor,  and  3  years 
of  service  '.s  Presiding  Elder,  9  years  /)f 
which  he  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of 
the  Messenger.  In  1856,  and  again  in 
i860,  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference,  and  in  1866  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  South  Carolina  Conference. 
In  1869,  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Professor  in  the  Baker  Theological  Insti- 
tute, first  established  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Orangeburg,  to 
become  a  part  of  Claflin  University,  of 
which  Dr.  Webster  was  made  President  in 
1870.  In  1874,  he  resigned  this  position 
to  accept  an  appointment  as  Presiding 
Elder  of  Charleston  District,  and  in  1876, 
and  again  in  18S0,  v/as  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  South  Carolina  Conference  in  the 
General  Conference.  His  present  address 
is  Orangeburg,  S.  C. 


Rev.  W.  D.  Malcom  assumed  the  ed- 
itorial chair  in  1867,  and  continued  to  oc- 
cupy tlie  position  until  April,  188 1.  He 
was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  July  3,  1827 ; 
in  early  life  worked  as  a  printer  ;  studied  at 
the  Newbury  Seminary,  and  joined  the 
Vermont  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
E^piscopal  Church  in  1848,  since  which  he 
has  continued  in  the  itinerant  work  of  a 
Methodist  minister  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  ('49,)  when  he  located,  rejoining 
in  1850.  Of  the  33  years  of  his  ministerial 
life,  nearly  8  years  have  been  passed  in  the 
office  of  Presiding  Elder,  which  position 
he  now  fills  upon  the  St.  Johnsbury  Dis- 
trict. In  1864,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference,  and  for  five  successi',  e 
years  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  to  the" 
Vermont  Annual  Conference.  He  is  widely 
knov/n  in  Vermont  as  a  genial  Christian 
minister,  an  able  preacher,  and  a  loyal  and 
industrious  worker  in  his  Master's  vine- 
yard. 

The  present,  (Oct.  iS8f,)  editorial  force 
consists  of  Rev.  J.  R.  }:'artlett,  Barre,  ed- 
itor;  Rev.  W.  R.  Davenport,  Cambridge- 
port,  assistant ;  Rev.  J.  O.  Sherburn,  Roch- 
ester, Sunday-school  lessons.  The  Mes- 
senger is  conducted  as  a  denominational 
religious  newspaper,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  its  editors 
being  pastors  in  this  Church,  and  members 
of  the  Vermont  Annual  Conference.  It  is, 
however,  a  purely  private  enterprise,  in- 
volving the  Conference  in  no  financial  or 
moral  responsibility,  further  than  its  juris- 
diction to  expect  all  persons  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  to  conform  to  sound 
doctrines  of  the  Church  in  their  public 
teachings,  and  to  the  rules  of  the  Disci- 
pline in  their  manner  of  personal  conduct. 
But  as  it  seeks  its  support,  in  the  main, 
from  the  membership  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  it  is  reasonable  tu  ex- 
pect that  it  will  be  loyal  and  true  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  same,  and  it  is  conducted  on 
this  basis  ;.  while  at  the  same  time  it  seeks 
tD  avjid  mere  sectarianism  of  the  narrow 
I  school,  and  to  cultivate  a  catholic  spirit,, 
which  while  free  to  express  its  denomina- 
tional choice,  is  yet  cordial  and  friendly  to 
all  other  Christian  churches. 
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VERMONT  METHODIST  SEMINARY  AND 
FKxMALE  COLLEGE. 
BY  KEY.  J.  A.  SnERBURN. 

In  giving  a  history  of  this  institution  it 
is  necessary  to  briefly  notice  those  institu- 
tions of  which  this  is  the  legitimate  suc- 
cessor. For  the  first  40  years  or  so,  of 
the  existence  of  IMethocIism  in  this  State, 
it  had  no  schools  under  its  special  super- 
vision ;  not  because  it  did  not  value  schol- 
astic advantages,  but  because,  for  the  time 
being,  there  were  other  interests  to  serve 
it  valued  more. 

Nearly  50  years  since,  Poultney  Acad- 
emy, under  the  supervision  of  the  Troy 
Conference,  and  Nev/bury  Seminary,  under 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference,  were 
opened  for  students  in  the  fall  of  1834. 

N.  H.  Conference  then  embraced  Vvhat 
novv  composes  the  N,  H.  Conference  and 
that  part  of  Vermont  lying  east  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  making  Newbury  com- 
paratively central  to  the  whole  territory. 
The  funds  for  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
the  erection  of  buildings  for  Newbury  Sem- 
inary were  obtained  by  subscriptions  and 
collections  from  the  whole  Conference. 
The  buildings  were  good,  [see  descrip- 
tion in  History  of  Newbury,  vol.  11,  pages 
951  and  952  of  this  work,]  located  on  a 
beautiful  plateau  overlooking  the  valley  of 
the  Connecticut,  and- affording  a  good  view 
of  mountain  scenery  in  New  Hampshire. 
The  eatly  purpose  of  the  founders  of  this 
school  was  to  make  it,  in  part,  a  manual 
labor  school  for  young  men  ;  for  this  pur- 
pose a  farm  v,as  purchased,  but  after  a 
few  years'  trial  the  plan  was  abandoned, 
and  the  farm  sold. 

In  connection  with  Newbury  Seminary, 
there  was  the  Newbury  Biblical  Institute, 
having  its  board  of  trustees  and  its  own 
professors.  Out  of  this  grew  hrst,  the 
Concord  Biblical  Institute,  Concord,  N. 
H.,  and  finally,  the  School  of  Theology  of 
the  Boston  University.  There  was,  also, 
in  connection  with  the  school,  the  Female 
Collegiate  Institute,  having  'its  separate 
board  of  trust,  though  its  teachers  were 
the  Seminary  teachers  as  well.  Rev. 
Charles  Adams,  now  D.D.,  of  Washing- 
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ton,  D.  C,  being  first  principal,  and  Miss 
French,  now  Mrs.  Joel  Cooper,  a  widov/ 
in  Iowa,  preceptress.  Mr.  Adams  had 
worthy  successors.  Bishop  O.  C.  Baker, 
D.D.,  C.  T.  Hinman,  D.D.,  J.  E.  King, 
D.  D.,  and  others.  IMiss  French  had  her 
successors,  women  not  to  be  forgotten, 
none  of  whom  are  remembered  v.ith  great- 
er respect  than  the  late  Mrs.  C.  P.  Tap- 
lin. 

Newbury  Seminary  early  in  its  history 
took  high  rank  as  a  school,  and  maintained 
it  well  through  its  entire  history.  Weil 
may  "old  Newbury''  be  proud  of  her 
alumni,  and  her  alumni  be  proud  of  her, 
as  well. 

[We  here  reserve  a  notice  of  the  Spring- 
field Methodist  school,  not  to  forestall  the 
right  of  a  town  in  a  later  volume  to  give 
the  history  of  its  own  institutions  :] 

Springfield  Wesleyan  Seminary  for  a 
time  was  quite  a  rival  of  Newbury,  doing 
good  work,  but,  being  comparatively  local, 
was  not  its  equal. 

In  1844,  the  N.  H.  Conference  was  di- 
vided, leaving  that  part  of  it  which  lay  in 
Vermont,  by  itself,  which  was  made  a  sep- 
arate Conference,  called  the  Vermont  Con- 
ference. 

In  i860,  the  Burlington  and  St.  Albans 
District,  embracing  the  greater  part  of 
Western  Vermont,  and  belonging  to  the 
Troy  Conference,  were  added  to  the  Vt. 
Conference,  which  materially  changed  its 
geographical  center. 

Poultney  Academy  was  at  one  time 
wholly  suspended,  and  was  afterward  re- 
vived, and  passed  into  private  hands. 
N.  H.  Conference  had  built  a  Seminary 
for  itself,  Newbury  Seminary  needed  funds 
to  repair  its  old  buildings  or  build  new 
ones,  and  it  was  found  hard  to  sustain 
Spingiield  Seminary.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, Vt.  Conference,  under  whose 
patronage  Newbury  and  Springfield  w^er3, 
decided,  and  the  trustees  of  both  schools 
concurred,  to  seek  a  central  location  and 
combine  the  schools,  Rev.  W.  J.  Kidder 
being  the  prime  mover. 

The  friends  of  Newbury  struggled  hard 
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to  retain  the  school  there,  while  West 
Randolph,  Northfield,  Waterbury  and 
Montnelier  competed  for  it.  Montpelier 
guaranteeing  $20,000  to  aid  the  enterprise, 
it  was  located  there,  upon  the  site  occu- 
pied formerly  by  theU.  S.  Hospital,  which 
witli  its  buildings,  was  bought  for  $16,500. 
The  situation  isupon  a  beautiful  plateau,  150 
rods  from  the  center  of  Montpelier  village, 
on  elevated,  dry  ground.  The  view  ex- 
tends from  Orange  Mountains  on  the  east 
to  Camel's  Hump  on  the  west,  and  froni 
Berlin  heights  on  the  south  to  Worcester 
on  the  north.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find 
a  more  beautiful  location  in  the  State  of 
Vermont  for  an  institution  of  learning. 

Revs.  A.  G.  Button,  R.  Morgan,  I. 
McAnn  and  A.  Hitchcock  were  feach  for  a 
time  employed  as  agents  in  raising  funds 
for  the  completion  of  the  Seminary  build- 
ings, Noah  Granger,  agent  for  raising  an 
endowment  fund  of  $^50,000,  $30,000  of 
which  is  pledged,  the  income  only  of 
which  can  be  used  in  aid  of  the  school. 
The  school  was  chartered  in  1S65,  under 
the^^  name  of  Vermont  Conference  Sem- 
inary and  Female  College  ;  but  was  after- 
ward changed  to  its  present  name,  "Ver- 
mont Methodist  Seminary  and  Female 
College.'"  Hon.  Paul  Dillingham  was 
president,  A.  G.  Button,  secretary,  and 
Joseph  Gould,  treasurer  of  the  first  board 
of  trust.  Rev.  A.  G.  Button  and  Paul 
Mclnstry  supervi.sed  the  remodeling  of  the 
buildings  in  1868,  and  the  school  was 
opened  the  same  fall. 

The  Newbury  Seminary  boarding-house 
furnishings  and  school  apparatus  were  re- 
moved to  this  Institution,  and  the  funds 
resulting  from  the  sale  of  the  Springfield 
Seminary  property  was  also  paid  into  this 
Institution. 

In  the  fall  of  1868,  the  school  was 
opened,  with  a  faculty  most  of  whom  had 
recently  been  teachers  in  Newbury  Semi- 
nary, and  many  of  their  former  pupils 
came  with  them.  Rev.  S.  F.  Chester 
having  been  .the  last  Principal  at  Newbury, 
was  the  first  Principal  at  Montpelier. 

The  Seminary  building,  having  been 
erected  under  the  superintendence  of  Revs. 


S.  liolman  and  A.  G.  Button,  was  opened 
for  use  in  the  fall  of  1872,  which  is  thought 
to  be  one  of  the  finest  academic  buildings 
in  New  England.  The  school  property, 
grounds,  buildings,  etc.,  are  valued  at 
$02,000. 

At  present  there  are  in  the  School  seven 
courses  of  study,  as  follows  : 

1.  Common  English,  .    .    .    .    i  year. 

2.  Business,  2  years. 

3.  Modern,  3  years. 

4.  Music.  .3  years. 

5.  College  Preparatory,  ...    3  years. 

6.  Latin  Scientific,     ....    4  years. 

7.  Collegiate,  4  years. 

While  the  scholarship  is  designed  to  be 
thorough,  the  moral  and  religious  welfare 
of  the  students  is  a  prominent  feature  of 
this  school ;  and  though  founded  and  fos- 
tered by  the  Methodist  Church,  it  gladly 
welcomes  students  of  all  communions,  giv- 
ing to  theiTi  the  privilege  of  such  Church 
Sabbath  service  as  their  parents  or  guar- 
dians may  designate. 

It  is  v»'ith  gratitude  that  we  acknowledge 
the  healthful  religious  influence  v/hich  has 
been  manifest  since  the  transfer  of  the 
school  to  Montpelier,  though  it  has  hardly 
reached  what  was  often  seen  in  its  palmiest 
days  at  Newbury.  It  has  been  at  Mont- 
pelier only  about  12  years,  and  its  alumni 
are  already  taking  rank  as  educators,  min- 
isters, lav/yers  a  -d  business  men. 

Principals  at  Montpelier. — Rev.  S.  F. 
Chester,  A.  M.,  Rev.  C.  W.  Wilder,  A.  M., 
Rev.  J.  C.  W.  Coxe,  A.  M.,  Rev.  L. 
White,  A.  M.,  and  Rev.  J.  B.  South- 
worth,  the  present  Principal,  who  has  com- 
menced his  sixth  year. 

Present  Board  of  Trust. — Rev.  J.  A. 
Sherburn,  president ;  Rev.  A.  L.  Cooper, 
secretary;  P.  H,  Hinkley,  Esq.,  treasurer. 

By  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  wise, 
united  and  persistent  efforts  of  the  friends 
of  this  school,  it  is  hoped  it  may  live  in 
growing  efficiency  and  usefulness  as  the 
years  go  by,  being  a  blessing  not  only  to 
the  Church  which  buiit  it  and  cares  for  it, 
but  also  to  the  wide,  wide  world. 
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•    BETHANY  CHURCH,  MONTPELIER,  VT. 
CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  PAPERS. 

[Compiled  from  material  furnished  chiefly  by 
Hon.  JosKi'H  Poland,  but  in  which  we  shall 
purposely  omit  the  statistics  given  by  Mr. 
Walton  ou  page  239,  preceding. — Ed.] 

The  first  Congregational  organization  in 
Montpelier  was  the  Society — 83  members 
— formed  in  April,  1800,  antedating  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Church  3  months  and  8 
days.  It  was  called  the  "First  Congre- 
gational Society  of  Montpelier."  Its  first 
declaration  was : 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  relig- 
ious institutions  to  society  in  general,  and 
to  ourse  ves  as  men,  and  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  unsettled  state  of  such  insti- 
tutions in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
necessity  of  uniting  in  religious  opinions 
and  harmony :  we  do  hereby  agree  and 
form  ourselves  into  a  religious  society,  by 
the  name  of  the  first  Congregational  Socie- 
ty in  Montpelier,  under  the  following  reg- 
ulations : 

1.  We  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other 
that  we  will  (laying  aside  all  trifling  dif- 
ferences) according  to  our  abilities,  main- 
tain regular  meetings  in  our  Society,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  of  preaching,  and 
when  consistent,  to  maintaining  a  regular 
clergyman  in  the  Society. 

2.  That  no  member  of  this  Society  shall 
be  compelled  to  pay  any  sum  or  sums  for 
the  use  of  the  Society,  exxcpt  such  sum  ?s 
he  shall  voluntarily  subscribe. 

3.  When  any  'member  of  the  society 
.shall  remove  to  such  distance  as  to  render 
it  inconvenient  for  him  to  attend  our  meet- 
ings, or  shall  in  conscience  think  he  ought 


to  dissent,  he  may  notify  the  Clerk  there- 
of, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  enter  the  same 
on  record,  and  such  person  shall  no  long- 
er be  considered  as  a  member  of  this 
Society. 

4.  We  agree  to  meet  at  the  usual  place 
of  holding  meetings,  in  the  Academy  in 
Montpelier,  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  day 
of  April,  instant,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, for  the  purpose  of  organizing  said 
society  with  proper  officers,  and  transact- 
ing any  proper  business  when  met. 

Dated  at  Montpelier,  this  12th  day  of 
April,  1800. 

Elisha  Town,  George  W^orthington,  Jo- 
seph Hutchins,  Geo.  B.  R.  Gove,  Oliver 
Goss,  Thomas  Davis,  Timothy  Hubbard, 
John  Bates,  Charles  Bulkley,  Augustus 
Bradford,  John  Hurlbut,  Alden  Clark, 
Isaac  Freeman,  Amasa  Brown,  Jeduthan 
Loomis,  Stuart  Boynton,  Willis  I.  Cad- 
well,  Abel  Wilson,  Phineas  Woodbury, 
Thomas  Reed,  Sylvester  Day,  Nathan  Jew- 
ett,  E.  D.  Persons,  Samuel  Prentiss,  jun., 
Urial  H.  Orvis,  E]\is  Nye,  Joseph  Hov/es, 
Linus  Ellis,  William  Piutchins,  Jeremiah 
Wilbur,  Roswell  Beckwith,  David  Tu thill, 
M.  B.  Billings,  Jonathan  Shepherd,  Eras- 
tus  W^atrous,  Silas  liurbank,  Cyms  Ware, 
Roger  rlubbard,  Joseph  Freeman,  Edward 
Lamb,  Nahum.  Kelton,  Earned  Lamb,  C. 
W.  Houghton,  Josiah  Parks,  Sylvanus 
Baldwin,  Joseph  Wiggins,  Abner  PI.  Pow- 
ers, Abel  Crooker,  Ebenezer  Morse,  Enoch 
Cheney,  Mason  Johnson,  Samuel  Goss, 
David  Edwards,  Oliver  Dev;ey,  John  Hunt, 
Ichabod  Peck,  Darius  Boyden-,  Levi  Pit- 
kin, E.  Lewis,  Hers.  Estabrooks,  T.  Gay- 
lord,  Jude  Converse,  Theop.  Pickering, 
Archibald  Kidd,  Joseph  Ray,  Paul  Knapp, 
Henry  Howes,  Samuel  West,  D.  Edwards, 
jun.,  Jonathan  fidwards,  Aaron  Bass, 
Charles  Plarnlin,  William  Hamlin,  Timo- 
thy Platch,  Solomon  Lewis,  Elijah  Tyler, 
John  Plowes,  Joshua  Y.  Vail,  J.  H.  Lang- 
don,  S.  W.  Cobb,  Ebenezer  Parker. 

April  27th,  this  Society  held  its  first 
meeting,  and  chose  Samuel  Goss  to  con- 
tract with  a  clergyman.  June  24th,  the 
Society  voted  to  employ  Rev.  Chester 
Wright.    (See  sketch.) 

The  original  members  of  the  Church,  or- 
ganized July  the  20 th,  were  : 

Amasa  Brown,  Sylvanus  Baldwin,  An- 
drew Dodge,  Heraldus  Estabrooks,  Sam- 
uel Goss,  Timothy  Platch,  Joseph  Howes, 
Solomon  Lewis,  Sibyl  Brown,  Bachsheba 
Burbank,  Lydia  Davis,  Susannah  Lewis, 
Lydia  Hatch,  Polly  Barker,  Patty  Plowes, 
Rebeckah  Persons,  Sarah  Wiggins. 

Relation  of  Clmrch  and  Society.  —  The 
Society  owns  and  has  care  of  the  house, 
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by  nmtijal  understanding  with  the  Church, 
provides  for  and  pays  the  salary  of  the  pas- 
tor, and  ail  funds  needful  for  public  wor- 
ship. When  the  pulpit  is  vacant,  the 
Chuich  liu'.y  app^/iiu  a  conrnilttee  to  act 
with  a  committee  of  the  Society,  if  they 
choose,  or  leave  it  to  the  committee  of  the 
Society  to  secure  a  supply.  In  the  settle- 
ment of  a  pastor,  the  Church  take  the  first 
step  in  voting  a  call ;  after  which  the  So- 
ciety are  a.-ked  to  concur  with  the  action 
of  the  Church,  and  a  call  is  given  by  joint 
action.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Socie- 
ty is  on  the  last  Monday  of  December. 

At  the  first  com.munion  after,  12  persons 
more  were  added  to  the  Church,  and  Aug. 
i6th,  the  day  of  Mr.  Wright's  ordination, 
15  children  v.erc  baptized,  in  the  3  years 
subsecjuent  to  1S12,  30  persons  united  with 
the  Church;  from  1816  to  1S20,  142;  in 
1827,  more  than  70.  In  1S30,  the  last  of 
Mi .  Vrright's  pastorate,  the  Church  v/as 
almost  daily  enlarging. 

REV.  CHESTER  WRIGHT. 

Prepared,  by  particular  request,  for  this  ^vork,  by  his 
graudscn,  Rev.  J.  Edward  Wright. 

Thompson,  in  his  History  of  Montpelier, 
having  drawn  a  dark  picture  of  the  low 
moral  state  into  which  the  town  had  lapsed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century, 
refers  to  the  action  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
better  class  of  the  people  who  desired  a 
reformation,  which  resulted  in  the  engage- 
ment of  a  minister  and  the  organization  of 
a  church,  from  which  time  a  marked  im- 
provement was  seen,  and  "the  village  of 
Montpelier,  redeemed  and  regenerated 
through  the  blest  instnmientalities  of  the 
affectionate^ and  untiring  labors  of  the 
devoted,"  self-sacrificing  and  high-souled 
Father  Wright,  at  length  took  its  stand 
among  the  most  moral  and  orderly  com- 
munities in  the  State."  Perhaps  the  \vri- 
ter's  enthusiastic  admiration  led  him  in- 
to exaggeration  in  ascribing  so  great  a  re- 
sult to  the  efforti?  of  one  man ;  but,  with 
all  due  allov.-ance  m.ade,  Mr.  Wright  must 
certainly  be  ranked  aniong  the  very  first 
and  worthiest  of  Monipelier's  moral  bene- 
factors. He  was  the  first  pastor  of  its 
Congregational  Church,  and  here  his  min- 
istry continued  for  more  than  twenty  years. 


For  a  large  part  of  that  period  he  was  the 
only  pastor  in  the  town.  It  was  his  first 
settlement.  It  v/as  at  a  time  when  the 
preacher  spoke  with  an  official  authority 
which  he  docs  not  command  to-day.  And 
the  town  itselF  was  then  "in  the  gristle,'' 
as  it  were.  Thus  it  was  the  very  time  for 
moral  and  religious  suasions  to  /c/7.  His 
faithful  work  did  tell ;  and  m.any  have  there 
been  who  would  sympathize  wit^  the  his- 
torian's enthusiasm  for  his  subject,  even 
if  they  could  not  fully  endorse  all  his  lan- 
guage. "  Even  to  this  day,"  said  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Lord,  D.  D.,  in  the  pulpit  which 
Mr.  Wright  once  occupied,  and  eighteen 
years  after  his  decease,  "  the  living  power 
of  his  ministry  is  seen  and  felt  in  all  this 
community,  and  his  memory  is  kept  in  the 
hearts  of  many,  fresh  and  sacred — fragrant 
and  perfumed  with  the  savor  of  a  deep, 
deathless  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  Mas- 
ter. The  church,  nay,  the  village  of  Mont- 
pelier, is  indebted  to  him,  under  God,  for 
many  of  th.ose  principles  and  sentiments, 
and  generous,  hospitable,  social  traits,  and 
kind  brotherly  feelings,  which  have  dis- 
tinguished its  society.  Underneath  all  the 
frivolities  and  conventionalities  of  her  mod- 
ern life,  there  is  a  strong  blessed  under- 
current of  human  sympathies,  and  effect- 
ive feelings  of  social  interest  and  life, 
which  have  their  source  in  the  influence 
of  his  ministry." 

The  man  from  whose  labors  such  grand 
results  flov.-ed,  was  born  in  Hanover,  N. 
H.,  Nov.  6,  1776.  He  was  the  son  of  Na- 
thaniel and  Jemima  (Bartlett)  Wright,  and 
the  fourth  of  their  eight  children. 

His  father  was  a  farmer,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  Hanover,  an  estimable  man, 
and  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church. 
His  mother,  a  woman  of  deep  piety,  died 
when  he  was  8  years  old,  and  his  father 
subsequently  married  Mary  Page,  by  whom 
he  had  three  children.  In  1815,  two  years 
after  her  death,  he  was  united  to  Mrs. 
Martha  Conant  May. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his 
youth  on  the  farm,  and  intended  to  follow 
his  father's  occupation.  He  bought  a 
farm  in  Berkshire,  Vt.,  on  attaining  his 
majority,  but  before  working  Ion 
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was  led  to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
Christian  ministr}',  and  to  change  his  en- 
tire pIn.R  of  Yiia.  He  began  the  necessary 
course  of  classical  study,  finished  it,  and 
entered  Middleburv  College  in  1802.  He 
snj^ported  himself  during  his  preparatory 
work  and  his  college  coufee  pardy  by 
teaching,  and  graduated,  having  maintain- 
ed a  fair  standing,  in  1806,  being  then  30 
years  of  age.  For  2  years  he  was  the  pre- 
ceptor of  the  Addison  County  Grammar 
School,  and  then  he  began  the  study  of 
theology  with  the  Rev.  Asa  Burton,  D.  D., 
of  Thetford,  Vt.  Later,  his  studies  were 
directed  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Dwight, 
D.  D.,  of  Nev.'  Haven,  Conn.,  and  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  in  1808.  In  June  of 
thnt  year  his  services  were  engaged  by  the 
newly  formed  Congregational  society  in 
iSIontpelier,  and  after  12  months  he  was 
invited  to  settle  as  their  pastor,  at  a  salary 
of  "$350  for  the  first  year,  $375  for  the  sec- 
ond, $400,  together  with  the  use  of  a  con- 
venient parsonage,  annually,  after  the 
second  year."  His  ordination  took  place 
Aug.  16,  1809;  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Asa 
Burton,  D.  D.,  of  Thetford  ;  charge  by  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Fuller,  of  Vershire,  and  right 
hand  of  fellowship  by  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Noble,  of  Chelsea.  His  labor  in  this 
place  having  continued  more  than  a  score 
of  years,  he  was  dismissed  Dec.  22,  1830 
— a  step  which  seemed  inevitable  to  the 
council  which  consented  to  it,  in  viev,-  of 
the  withdrawal  of  support  by  members  who 
were  offended  by  Mr.  Wright's  course  in 
regard  to  Free  Masonry. 

The  early  years  of  his  ministry  were 
very  fniitful  to  the  church  and  the  com- 
munity generally.  "  The  church  received 
additions  at  almost  every  communion  till 
the  time  of  my  ordination,'^  he  says. 
The  band  of  seventeen  vvho  were  consti- 
tuted a  church,  July  20,  1808,  became 
seventy  by  the  fall  of  18 10.  "In  iwo 
short  years,  the  testimony  is  universal," 
says  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lord,  "  a  great  change 

passed  over  the  society  In 

'family  after  family,  the  worship  of  the  true 
Jehovah  was  established,  and  morning  and 
evening  sacrifice  was  regularly  offered  in  the 
name  of  Jesus.    Men  of  unbelieving  and 


skeptical  sentiments  became  impressed  and 
sobered.  Young  men  of  dissipated  habits 
became  industrious  and  devout.  The 
streets  no  longer  echoed  with  ribaldry  and 
profaneness ;  social  life  and  intercourse 
were  greatly  refined  and  im.proved  ;  .  .  . 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  placid  and  benefi- 
cent spirit  of  Christianity  had  descended  to 
hover  over  and  to  dwell  in  a  place  once  so 
troubled  and  distracted." 

In  the  4  years,  from  1816  to  1820,  142 
persons  were  received  into  the  church. 
Indeed,  "at  no  time  in  the  history  of  Mr. 
Wright's  ministry,  was  there  any  remark- 
able moral  sterility.  The  influences  of 
divine  grace  and  truth  were  steady  and 
effective.  The  special  times  of  religious 
interest  were  not  followed  by  drought  and 
reaction."  And  the  records  sliow  that  428 
persons  were  welcomed  to  the  fellowship 
of  the  organization  during  Mr.  Wright's 
pastorate. 

His  labors  were  not  limited  to  his  own 
flock,  nor  confined  within  the  boundaries 
of  his  own  pari.sh.  His  missionary  activ- 
ity was  very  great,  and  wherever  oppor- 
tunity offered,  he  held  religious  meetings 
to  the  limit  of  his  strength,  whether  in 
churches,  dwellings,  school-houses,  or 
barns.  He  was  a  leader  in  the  councils  of 
his  dejiomination  in  the  State,  and  was 
often  sent  as  a  delegate  to  ecclesiastical 
gatherings  beyond  its  borders. 

Theologically,  he  was  conser\'ative. 
"New  lights"  in  religious  doctrine  were 
to  him  fdse  lights.  Buthe  was  in  advance 
of  most  of  his  associates  in  reformatory 
work.  Very  early  did  he  enlist  against  in- 
temperance, endeavoring  to  stem  the  evil 
tide.  The  cause  of  the  slave  readily  won 
his  sympathy  and  his  advocacy.  The  ed- 
ucation of  the  young  commanded  much  of 
his  thought ;  the  great  Anti-Masonic  con- 
troversy aroused  his  interest.  And  in  all 
these  matters  he  "  conferred  not  withdesh 
and  blood"  as  to  the  course  to  pursue. 
He  closea  his  ears  against  the  suggestion 
of  prudential  considerations.  He  only 
asked,  "What  is  right?  What  is  the 
path  of  duty  ? "  and,  when  conscience  gave 
answer,  heeded  her  voice  alone.  He  may 
have  erred ;  if  so,  his  was  not  the  error  of 
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;  a  cool  time-server  and  trimmer,  a  shrewd 
calculator  for  self;  it  was  the  error  of  one 
whose  whole  being  thrilled  with  devotion 
to  God  and  man,  of  one  vvhose  excess  was 
ever  on  the  side  of  conscientiousness  and 
philanthropy. 

As  Mr.  Wright  had,  during  his  pastorate 
in  Montpelier,  eked  out  his  small  salary  by 
occasionally  acting  as  a  tutor,  so,  after  his 
dismissal,  he  had  for  some  time  charge  of 
the  instruction  of  a  class  of  boys  at  his 
house,  preaching  meanwhile,  as  opportu- 
nity offered,  in  churches  readily  accessi- 
ble from  this  village.  He  was  regularly 
engaged  for  quite  a  while  to  fill  the  pulpit 
in  East  Montpelier. 

In  1836,  he  was  settled  in  Hardwick,  in 
this  State,  r^;maining  there  till  early  •  in 
1840,  when,  failing  health  led  him  to  return 
to  Montpelier,  where  he  died  of  consump- 
tluii,  Apr.  iC,  at  hi:^  former  residence,  then 
occupied  by  his  daughter,  Mrs,  J.  W. 
Howes.  His  body  was  placed  in  tiie 
graveyard  on  Elm  street,  but  on  the  open- 
ing of  Green  Mount  Cemetery,  it  was  re- 
moved thither. 

His  widow,  Charlotte  Clapp  Whitney, 
of  Royalton,  survived  him  19  years.  They 
were  married  in  April,  181 1,  and  had  6 
children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  maturity, 
and  were  married — Jonathan  Edwards, 
married  Fanny  Wyman  Houghton,  of  Mont- 
pelier ;  Charlotte  \^'hitney,  married  James 
H.  Howe,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  Julia,  married 
Joseph  W.  Howes,  of  Montpelier  ;  and 
Eliza  Maria,  mairied  Ferrand  F.  Merrill, 
'  of  Montpelier.  Of  these  four  children, 
only  Mrs.  Howes  survives  at  the  present 
date.  Descendants  of  all  the  others  are 
living,  however. 

Although  Mr.  Wright's  literary  training 
began  late,  he  was  a  man  of  no  mean  at- 
tainments as  a  scholar,  and  held  high  rank 
among  his  contemporaries.  He  was  rec- 
ognized as  possessing  a  sound  judgment, 
and  his  counsel  and  advice  were  often 
sought. 

He  was  from  18 19  till  his  decease  a 
member  of  the  corporation  of  Middlebury 
College.  While  engaged  in  teaching,  he 
published  an  arithmetic  entitled,  "The 
Federal   Compendium  y''  and  at  various 


times  quite  a  number  of  his  sermons  were 
printed ;  not  only  obituary  discourses,  but 
also  others — as  an  "Election  Sermon"  in 
18 10,  a  sermon  before  the  Middlebury 
College  Charitable  Society  in  18 14,  and  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  two  sermons, 
which  he  eiititled,  "The  Devil  in  the 
Nineteenth  Century,''  and  w^hich  were 
called  forth  by  certain  extravagances  com- 
mitted, under  the  name,  of  religion,  in 
Hardwick.  [The  "  New  Lights,"  see  ac- 
count of  in  vol  I,  page  329,  of  this  work. — 
Ed.] 

In  person,  Mr.  Wright  w-as  under  the 
average  height,  of  slight  figure,  v^ith  keen 
brown  eyes.  Though  described  as  "ap- 
parentl}-  deficient  in  physical  powers,"  he 
was  quick  in  all  his  movements,  vigorous 
and  energetic  in  action,  and  intrepid  in 
the  face  of  danger.  Pre-eminent  as  a 
pastor,  he  was  persuasive  and  successful 
as  a  preacher,  a  leader  among  philanthro- 
pists, stainless  in  private  life,  and  ever 
alive  to  the  material,  as  well  as  the  spirit- 
ual, interests  of  the  people  whose  servant 
he  made  himself  "for  Jesus'  sake." 

J.  E.  W. 

After  the  close  of  Mr.  Wright's  ministry 
there  was  an  interval  of  9  months  before 
the  church  was  supplied  with  another 
pastor,  and  when  Mr.  Hopkins'  3^  succeed- 
ing years'  pastorate  closed.  Rev.  Mr. 
Burchard,  the  noted  revivalist,  took  the 
vacant  pulpit  for  a  40  days'  protracted 
meeting,  of  which,  says  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lord,  in  his  fiftieth  anniversary  sermon, 
"  Good  was  accomplished  at  a  tremendous 

cost  Of  course,  after  such  an 

exciting  preacher,  the  church  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  set  tle  down  to  the  regular  ministra- 
tions of  the  word,  or  to  find  a  pastor  who 
would  unite  their  suffrages.  For  a  year 
thereafter,  the  society  was  afflicted  with  17 
candidates,  a  sufficient  number  to  have 
furnished  a  half  dozen  superior  ministers." 

At  length  a  call  was  given  to  Rev.  Buel 
W.  Smith,  who  accepted  it,  and  labored 
here  4  years,  as  long  as  his  health  would 
permit. 

Mr.  Gridley  was  pastor  for  the  next  5 
;  years,  during  which  the  only  important 


event  was  the  dismissal  of  several  members 
to  tiie  Episcopal  church,  of  which  says  Mr. 
Lord : 

Including  one,  for  a  lon^  time  a  faithful 
and  efficient  co-laborer  with  us,  a  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school,  and  the 
not  infrequent  lay  reader  of  sermons  to 
this  cougregagatiou  ;  a  gcnucmaa  of  edu- 
catiou  and  piety,  who  bec?me  the  first 
rector  of  that  church  in  tliis  village.  It  is 
not  inappropriate  to  say  that  while  we 
greet  the  success  and  prosperity  of  that 
society,  and  rejoice  in  its  present  health- 
ful activity  and  enlargement,  and  recog- 
nize it,  in  its  methods  and  ways,  as  an  ef- 
ficient agent  of  Christ's  Kingdom,  we 
take  peculiar  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in 
the  remembrance  that  many  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  persons,  which. have  given  to 
it  such  animation  and  efriciency,  were  be- 
gotten and  nurtured  under  the  shadow  of 
these  walls.  And  it  is  almost  with  a  ma- 
ternal sentiment  that  we  contemplate  its 
origin,  while  with  fraternal  salutation  we 
bid  it  to-day  God  speed  in  the  work  in 
which  we  are  united,  of  raising  this  whole 
community  to  the  level  oi  the  Gospel. 

Mr.  Lord  succeeded  to  Rev.  Mr.  Grid- 
ley  in  the  pastorate,  of  which  he  says  : 

I  have  already,  on  a  former  occasion, 
adverted  to  the  records  of  ray  own  min- 
istry among  you ;  yet  still,  the  occasion 
would  seem  to  require  some  notice  of  its 
events.  I  came  here  in  a  time  of  division 
and  controversy.  With  the  dreams  of 
youth  and  inexperience,  1  entered  upon 
the  hard  toil  of  the  ministry,  in  a  disunited 
church,  divided  not  in  principle,  not  in 
vital  sentiment,  but  in  local  policy  and 
about  persons.  The  records  of  the  charch 
from  that  day  to  this  are  not  mere  statis- 
tics and|i  otes  and  catalogues  to  me,  but  a 
life,  a  labor,  a  struggle,  full  of  fears  and 
apprehensions,  and  encouragements,  and 
joys  and  hopes.  I  will  only  say  that  God 
has  blessed  an  unworthy  and  feeble  min- 
istry, and  thank  Hirn  for  the  vast  mercies 
that  have  followed  the  course  of  our  rela- 
tionship. The  short  period  of  ii  years 
has  been  filled  with  changes.  I  preach  in 
the  same  house,  but  not  to  the  same  audi- 
ence that  listened  to  my  first  sermon. 
There  have  been  80  removals  and  63  deaths 
^  in  the  society ;  in  the  church,  70  dismis- 
sions and  43  deaths  since  I  began  my  work 
with  you,  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
society  and  80  baptisms. 

The  admissions  during  Mr.  Wright's 
pastorate,  42S  ;  during  that  of  Mr.  Hop- 
kins, 48  ;  that  of  Rev.  Buei  W.  vSmith,  137  : 
that  of  Mr.  Gridley,  21 ;  and  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Lord,  139,  to  1876,  wiien  the  Manual  of 


Bethany  Churcl\  was  published,  which  in- 
cluded his  pastorate,  less  the  last  year; 
making  to  that  date,  1,126  received  to 
membership. 

Deaco7is. —  Tlie  deacons  given  in  this 
Manual  who  have  served  the  church  to  1876 
arc — Sylvanus  Baldwin,  George  Worthing- 
ton,  Salvin  Collins,  Alfred  Pitkin,  E.  P. 
Walton,  William  Howes,  Jeduthan  Loom- 
is,  John  Wood,  Norman  Rublee,  Constant 
W.  Storrs,  F.  F.  Merrill,  E.  P.  Walton, 
Jr.,  N.  P.  Brooks,  John  A.  Page,  and 
Joseph  Poland. 

Church  Clerks. —  Samuel  Goss,  1808; 
Rev.  Chester  Wright,  1809  to  '30";  James 
Spcilding,  1831  ;  Jeduthan  Loomis,  1832; 
Rev.  Samuel  Hopkins,  1832  to  '35  :  Jedu- 
than Loomis,  1835  ;  Rev.  Buel  W.  Smith, 
i837>  '38;  Lyman  Briggs,  1840,  '41  ;  Rev. 
John  Gridley,  1842  to  ^46;  Gustavus  H. 
Loomis,  1846,  '47  ;  Rev.  W.  H.  Lord,  D.D., 
1848  to  '75  ;  Mahlon  C.  Kinson,  1876  to 
'79;  Rev.  C.  S,  Smith,  iSSo. 

This  church  is  Congregational  in  polity 
and  affiliation,  and  heartily  receives  the 
doctrine  and  order  of  Christianity  as  they 
are  stated,  for  substance,  in  the  declara- 
tion of  faith  and  order  made  by  the  Boston 
Council  of  the  Congregational  Churches  of 
the  United  States  in  1865,  and  adopted  by 
the  General  Convention  of  Ministers  and 
Churches  of  Vermont  in  1874. 

Resuming  our  extracts  from  Mr.  Lord's 
sermon  : 

This  church  can  now  give  her  invitations 
with  m.ore  earnestness  and  force  than  ever 
before.  She  has  a  history  of  50  years  ;  she 
has  tested  the  virtue  of  her  everlasting 
foundations  ;  she  has  a  roll  of  924  members, 
of  whom  364  are  to-day  in  her  earthly  com- 
munion, and  nearly  300  gone  home  to  that 
happy  harbor, 

'•Whose  g;ird(?ns  and  whose  goodlj"  walks 
Continually  are  green," 

The  celestial  spirit  of  peace  has  never 
long  been  absent  from  this  society ;  joy 
and  peace  have  been  the  rule.  I  seem  to 
hear  the  voice  of  her  many  choirs,  all 
blending  this  day  in  grand  unison  to  the 
glory  of  God.  I  seem  to  catch  some 
strains  of  the  strange  melody  of  all  her 
singers  and  instruments  of  music.  I  listen 
to  ^he  solemn  dirge  for  her  dead,  the  sober 
grief  of  her  funeral  orations,  the  sobs  of 

I  lier  mourners,  the  songs  of  her  redeemed. 

i  Again,  in  long  circles  of  young  men  and 
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maidens,  of  strong  men  and  furrowed  age, 
her  thousand  witnesses  for  Christ  seem  to 
co!l':ct,  and  stand  before  her  altar  and  re- 
peat her  solemn  consecration,  and  sit 
around  the  hallowed  emblems  of  her  Sav- 
ior's dcr/;li.  A2;ain.  I  henr  their  conclud- 
ing triumphant  acclaim,  the  sublime  dox- 
ology  to  the  Triune  Jehovah,  not  one  voice 
wanting  in  that  imagined  song.  Again,  I 
seem  to  hear  the  words  of  prayer  and  invi- 
tation, and  the  voices  long  or  lately  hashed 
in  death,  that  used  to  break  the  stillness 
of  her  conference. 

And  as  the  imagination  goes  into  the 
past,  to  awake  into  life  its  history,  and  to 
kindle  its  scenes,  so  does  it  project  itself 
onward,  fifty,  an  hundred  years.  Then 
another  voice  than  mine  shall  address  an- 
other audience  than  this,  on  the  centennial 
birthday  of  the  church.  Two  or  three 
that  joined  it  at  the  last  communion  may 
hea;-  tlie  discourse.  The  rest  shall  have 
fallen  asleep.  Another  organ  shall  respond 
to  the  fingers  of  another  player;  another 
chcir  sl'icdl  chniit  the  same  sublime  psalm 
and  hymns  ;  these  places  left  of  us  shall  be 
fi'led  with  many  more.  Eternity  will  be 
our  residence.-  May  its  centennial  cycle 
find  us  all,  if  removed  from  earth,  in  that 
City  which  hath  foundations,  whose  Build- 
er and  Maker  is  God. 

REV.  V/ILLIAM  HAYES  LORD,  D.  D. 
BY  PKES.  BUCKHAil,  OF  THE  VT.  UNIVBRSITY. 

From  a?i  Address  read  before  the  Vi.  His- 
torical Society ,  Oct.  14,  1878. 

William  H.  Lord  was  the  son  of  Rev. 
Nathan  Lord,  President  of  Dartmouth  from 
1828,  35  years.  William  Lord  was  thus 
brought  at  four  years  old  into  the  niidst 
of  a  college  circle,  and  brought  up  under 
the  strong  influences  of  that  remarka- 
ble man  from  whom  he  inherited  some 
of  his  most  characteristic  and  pronounced 
opinions.  He  entered  his  collegiate  course 
in  his  sixteenth  year,  ranked  well  in  all 
his  studies,  excelling  in  language  and 
literature,  was  a  Phi  Beta  Ka^pa,  de- 
livered the  Greek  poem  at  Commencement ; 
'graduated  (1846)  at  Andover;  but  was  not 
a  subtle  logician.  He  could  state  an  opin- 
ion with  clearness  and  force,  and  present 
it  with  luminous  illustration  and  persuasive 
appeal,  better  than  he  could  maintain  it  in 
the  lists  against  all  corners.  Shordy  after 
finishing  his  studies,  he  began  to  preach 
in-  Montpelier.  He  was  emphatically  a 
preacher ;  his  diction  choice  and  elegant. 


He  abhorred  ''stump  sermons" and  "stump 
prayers."  One  of  the  incidental  benefits  of 
attending  his  ministry  was  an  education  in 
good  English.  His  delivery  was  pleasing, 
dignified,  with  little  gesture.  That  was  true 
in  his  case,  affirmed  of  almost  all  orators, 
the  spoken  word  often  produced  an  effect 
which  the  mere  reader  cannot  account  for. 
His  preaching  was  no  iteration  of  common- 
place ideas.  Christ,  as  he  conceived  and 
preached  him,  was  not  the  mere  leader  ol 
a  system  of  truth  which  could  be  stated  in 
propositions  and  soon  exhausted,  but  the 
source  and  channel  of  a  new  life  which 
fiows  in  upon  our  old,  sin-wasted  human- 
ity, reviving,  stimulating,  glorifying  every 
part  of  it.  The  distinguishing  merit  of 
hiif  preaching  was  a  rare  and  happy  com- 
bination of  the  intensely  evangelical  with 
the  broadly  human  spirit.  Those  who 
think  only  through  their  feelings,  were 
melted  by  its  tenderness.  He  received 
pressing  calls  from  larger  places.  After 
refusing  one,  he  said  to  his  congregation, 
"I  love  to  dwell  among  my  own  people; 
but  for  this  sentiment,  perhaps  principle, 
I  might  have  gone  a  half  score  of  times. 
.  .  .  I  do  not  easily  change  my  place 
or  opinions.  I  will  not  say  that  I  have 
not  been  tempted,  or  that  I  should  not 
have  found  satisfaction  in  other  places  that 
might  have  been  mine ;  but  I  have  pre- 
ferred to  dwell  among  my  own  people." 

It  would  nc  t  be  correct  to  infer  an  un- 
interrupted smoothness.  There  were  oc- 
casions of  difference,  elements  of  discord, 
irritation  on  the  part  of  some  of  his  peo- 
ple, disgust  upon  his  part,  such  as  would 
have  sundered  any  pastoral  relation  less 
firmly  cemented.  His  opinions  —  the 
strongly  conservative  opinions  of  his  father 
on  slavery  and  the  relation  of  the  church 
to  social  reform — were  distasteful  to  a  por- 
tion of  his  congregation.  He  did  not  mix 
them  up  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  but  what 
he  believed,  he  believed  firmly,  and  he 
was  not  a  man  to  trim  his  creed  to  the 
passing  gale.  Some  of  these  questions 
are  now,  thank  God,  obsolete,  and  it  be- 
longs only  to  his  biographer  to  insist  upon 
the  hold  he  must  have  had  upon  the  af- 
fections of  his  people,  that  am.id  all  the 
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trials  and  excitements  of  the  times^  no  one^ 
or  but  few  at  most,  ever  thought  of  part- 
ing witii  their  iidmired  or  beloved  pastor, 
or  would  have  changed  him  for  the  most 
trenchnnt  refo?-7np'r  in  the  n^.ti'~>T! 

Dr.  Lords  palpifc  was  in Montpelier, but 
through  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
and  others  wliose  duties  brought  them,  to 
the  Capital,  he  reached  a  large  number  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  State,  Ke  was  at 
the  time  of  his  death  the  best  known  of 
any  minister  in  the  State,  and  the  most 
widely  known  out  of  the  State.  His  pres- 
ence at  councils,  his  services  on  public  oc- 
casions, were  highly  appreciated.  In  1867, 
his  Alma  Mater  conferred  on  him  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  did  much 
editorial  work  di'ring  his  last  years  for  the 
Verinoni  Chronicle:  his  articles  in  the 
Princeton  Review,  elaborated  with  more 
care  probably  than  anything  else  from  his 
pen,  it  would  be  dimcuit  to  match  for  bril- 
liancy of  literary  execution  in  any  Amer- 
ican magazine. 

But  how  shall  I  speak  of  him  as  afriend? 
One  of  the  most  rerparkable  things  about 
him  was  his  capacity  for  friendship.  His 
friends  were  from  all  classes  of  society ; 
from  all  religi(jus  denominations ;  from  all 
vocations ;  but  all  were  the  select  men  of 
their  class.  One  wlio  for  many  years  en- 
joyed tile  closest  intimacy  with  him,  and 
whom,  among  all  his  friends,  I  think  Mr. 
Lord  would  himself  have  chosen  10  speak 
of  him  on  this  point.  Rev.  Frederick  V/,  | 
Shelton,  Episcopal  clergyman,  writes  of 
him: 

He  was  che  ayrimoi  dirriidmrn  i/iece — he  ! 
was  the  half  of  m.y  soul.  Open-hearted,  j 
opei.-handed,  liberal  as  the  day,  nothing  j 
sordid  or  narrow-minded  entered  into  the  | 
texture  of  his  soul.  To  know  a  man  as  I  | 
knew  him,  is  in  most  cases  to  dissolve  the  | 
chai-m  of  companionship,  yet,  I  can  say  of  I 
him,  he  was  one  of  whom  I  never  wearied,  j 
whose  conversation  was  always  fresh,  fruit- 1 
fui,  suggestive.  Ffe  grew  in  my  estima- 1 
tion,  and  perpetually  became  a  stronger  I 
man.  An  intercourse  of  12  years  v»as  [ 
broken  never  by  the  slightest  coldness  or  | 
c'oubtful  act  on  h.l--  part,  and  I  do  declare  ! 
thrt  1  could  never  nnd  in  him  or  \\;ith  him 
any  fault  at  ail. 

If  these  seem  alm.ost  romantic  expres- 
sions of  attachment  between  man  and  man, 
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I  venture  they  would  be  endorsed  by  Easi- 
man,  if  alive,  Gregory  Smith,  Stewart, 
Phelps,  and  a  long  list  of  men  in  whom  he 
inspired  a  love  for  himself  like  that  of  Jon- 
ath-^n  fo?-  David. 

But  in  1868,  his  system  begun  to  show 
signs  of  breaking  down.  HJe  took  a  trip 
to  ilurope,  and  partly  recovered.  He  in- 
tensely enjoyed  it,  but  far  from  his  family, 
Bethany  church,  the  hope  of  a  life -time, 
taking  shape  in  stone  and  mortar,  he  could 
not  wait  full  recovery ;  took  a  Rm  through 
Europe,  and  hastened  home ;  preached 
with  wonted  vigor ;  saw  Bethany  church 
completed — fit  memorial,  though  he  knew 
it  not,  of  his  own  service  for  Him  in  whose 
honor  it  was  built.  He  continued  for  8 
years  more  to  preach  to  his  people  ;  never, 
they  say,  with  such  solemnity  and  power 
as  these  last  years,  v/hile  to  the  ej'es  of 
his  friends,  visibly  breaking  down;  not  so 
much  ageing — his  mental  pov/ers  showed 
no  signs  of  decay — as  giving  way  to  some 
hidden  destroyer.  A  terrible  calamity,  re- 
sulting in  the  death  of  a  little  daughter, 
[see  accidental  deaths,  page  332,]  was  more 
than  his  constitution,  undermined,  could 
bear.  He  died,  in  his  54th  year,  the  30th 
of  his  pastorate.  Mar.  18, 1877. 

[For  a  list  of  Mr.  Lord's  publications, 
see  Bibliography  of  Montpelier,  on  page 
316,  and  a  notice  of  him  as  a  benefactor 
and  President  of  the  Vermont  Historical 
Society.] 

Rev.  Mr.  Lord  married,  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  June  i,  1S48,  Harriet  Adams  Aiken, 
daughter  of  John  Aiken,  Esq.  Mrs.  Lord 
was  born  in  Manchester,  Vt.  They  bad 
6  children,  all  born  in  Montpelier.  The 
family  of  Dr.  Lord,  now  living,  are — Mrs. 
Lord,  tarrying  with  her  aged  and  infirm 
mother  in  Andover,  Mass. ;  William  A.,  a 
lawyer  in  Montpelier;  Mary  E.,  wife  of 
Wililam  R.  Burleigh,  Esq.,  resides  at 
Great  Falls,  N.  H. ;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of 
Rev.  M.  D.  Kneeland,  resides  at  Water- 
loo, N.  Y.  ;  Jane  A.,  wife  of  George  W. 
Sargent,  M.  D.,  resides  at  Skaneateles, 
N.  Y. ;  Charles  H.,  student  at  Great  Falls, 
N.  H. 
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SABBATH  SCKO'OL  RECORD. 
FROM  MR,  JoSKPTI  y,'.  HOWKS. 

Le/Ur  of  Mr.  H&ives  to  Mr.  Poland. 

MoNTRr.AL,  Jan.  7,  1862. 
Dear  Sir : — In  complying  wiih  your  re- 
quest for  statistics  of  your  Sabbath-school, 
I  havel^een  quite  at  loss  to  know  what  you 
most  desired.  Were  I  to  give  you  the 
many  interesting  facts  and  incidents  con- 
nected v.  ith  a  superintendency  of  some  12 
years,  as  a  teacher  of  5  years,  and  my 
childhood  and  early  youth  as  a  scholar,  it 
would  require  more  time  than  you  could 
devote  to  read  or  listen  to.  Nor  could 
these  facts  be  of  deep  interest  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  preser.t  school.  I  have,  rather, 
selected  some  facts  connected  with  its 
earliest  history,  which  are  quite  meagre, 
and  some  general  items  to  a  later  date, 
from  v.hich  you  can  select  such  as  you 
deem  desirable.  It  may  not  be  uninter- 
esting to  your  church  to  know  to  whom 
they  are  indebted  for  such  labors  of  love 
as  performed  by  the  teachers  of  the  Brick 
Church  Sunday-school,  many  of  whom  are 
nov/  rej'ping  the  reward  of  those  labors  in 
that  land  where  their,  works  do  follow 
them. 

From  a?i  Address  io  the  Brick  Church 
Sunday  School,  Jan.  i,  1843. 

The  first  effort  made  in  this  place  for 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  youth  and 
children,  was  by  the  first  pastor,  probably 
in  the  summer  of  180S.  The  first  meetings 
were  held  in  the  hall  of  the  first  Academy, 
built  on  Main  street,  on  Saturday  after- 
noons. The  lessons  was  the  Assembly's 
Catechism.  Questions  were  proposed  by 
the  pastor,  who  was  the  only  teacher,  and 
the  answers  repeated  by  the  scholars,  and 
full  explanations  of  the  answers.  It  is 
said  such  proficiency  was  made  by  many, 
they  were  able  to  repeat  all  the  answers 
and  comprehend  their  meaning.  The  few 
who  at  first  gave  attendance,  soon  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  with  them  most  of  the 
youth  connected  with  families  of  the 
church.  How  long  this  plan  was  pursued, 
is  not  certain.  Nothing  more  definite  4s 
known  until  1813,  when  the  pastorwas  ac- 
custonied  to  meet  persons  of  all  ages  Sun- 
day, at  5  o'clock,  p.  M.,  in  Jefferson  Hall, 
one  of  the  large  rooms  in  the  first  State 
House,  used  for  holding  the  county  and 
other  courts  and  for  religious  meetings. 
The  Bible  was  the  subject  of  study,  sub- 


jects proposed  and  answered  from  Scrip- 
ture. 

In  1S16,  three  Sabbath-schools  w  ere  or- 
ganized in  the  villagev-conducted  by  teach- 
ers under  a  supervisory  conmiittee.  One 
v,as  held  in  the  school-house,  near  vrhere 
the  Methodist  cliapel  now  stands,  con- 
ducted by  Deacon  Worthington,  Dr.  J. 
Crosby  and  Joseph  Howes ;  another  in  the 
Academy,  conducted  by  Messrs.  Walton, 
Goss  and  others;  a  third,  in  the  dancing- 
hall  of  the  hotel,  kept  by  Mrs.  Hutchins, 
and  afterwards  by  Jona.  Shephard,  con- 
ducted by  Deacon  Baldwin,  J.  Barnard, 
and,  I  think,  H.  Y.  Barnes.  These  schools, 
held  in  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  at 
their  close  would  march  with  their  teach- 
ers to  the  State  House,  to  attend  them.eet- 
ing  there.  They  v.'ere  discontinued  in  the 
winter. 

In  181 7,  there  was  an  increased  interest 
in  the  Sabbath-school,  a  revival  having 
called  many  into  the  church  and  schools 
who  were  of  efficient  aid.  Each  scholar, 
for  every  ten  verses  recited  without  mis- 
take, received  a  sm^all  blue  ticket,  with 
printed  verse  of  Scripture,  value  one  mill ; 
ten  of  the  blue  were  exchanged  for  a  red 
one,  value  one  cent.  Some  learned  so 
many  verses,  there  was  not  time  to  hear 
them  all.  At  close  of  the  summer  term 
this  year  there  was  a  public  examination  of 
all  the  schools  in  the  old  State  House, 
conducted  by  the  pastor,  when  each  class 
recited  some  passage  of  Scriptin-e  or  a 
hymn,  and  the  red  tickets  were  all  paid  for 
in  books. 

In  the  summer  of  1819,  schools  and  places 
were  the  same,  except  the  third,  which 
was  removed  to  the  building  once  stand- 
ing opposite  the  Brick  Church,  conducted 
by  H.  Y.  Barnes,  Daniel  Baldwin  and  J. 
Barnard.  In  this  school  one  or  two  schol- 
ars committed  from  three  to  six  hundred 
verses  every  week.  The  teacliers  were 
surprised  how  this  was  done,  as  they  had 
to  labor  through  the  week.  "  They  car- 
ried their  Bibles  into  the  field  with  them, 
and  learned  while  they  worked."  A  school 
was  held  a  short  time  in  the  school-house 
near  the  late  Samuel  Abbott's  ;  Supt.  not 
remembered. 
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While  tlie  schools  were  well  sustained 
in  the  village,  a  number  of  young  men 
organized  schools  in  the  adjacent  districts  ; 
one  in  the  school-house  near  Mr.  Warren's, 
in  Middlesex  ;  another,  in  the  then  Brooks 
district;  one  in  ilie  (old)  center  of  the 
town. 

In  1820,  a  church  was  completed,  and 
here  the  dilTerent  schools  met,  under  the 
supervision  of  a  committee. 

In  1821  or  '2,  through  the  influence  of  a 
Mr.  Osgood,  of  Montreal,  whose  life  was 
devoted  to  doing  good,  the  first  library 
was  obtained,  and  a  Sunday-school  so- 
ciety formed,  Rev.  C.  Wright,  president; 
Joseph  Howes,  librarian ;  with  a  board  of 
managers,  and  the  school  was  held  after 
tlie  afternoon  ser^-ice,  and  from  this  time 
the  school  v.as  continued  through  the  win- 
ter. The  first  library,  after  being  well 
read,  was  presented  to  the  Sabbath -school 
in  Worcester,  and  a  new  one  purchased. 

Of  the  next  5  years  little  can  be  said.  It 
was  a  season  of  great  declension  in  religion. 
Nov.  1826,  Rev.  J.  C.  Southmayd  was 
chosen  superintendent,  and  Jos.  Howes, 
librarian.  Mr.  Southmayd  was  the  first 
superintendent  of  the  school,  and  this  the 
first  record  of  anything  concerning  this 
school  to  be  found  upon  the  records  of 
this  church. 

About  this  time  a  precious  revival  of 
religion  commenced  in  this  place,  and 
continued  through  the  autumn  and  winter, 
which  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  school, 
and  many  who  had  before  left  at  the  ages 
of  12  and  14,  with  the  impression  they 
were  too  old  to  attend,  returned,  desiring 
to  learn  the  way  of  God  more  perfectly. 
Nor  were  there  wanting  those  ready  to 
engage  earnestly  in  the  good  work  of 
teaching.  Eternity  alone  can  reveal  the 
blessed  results  of  that  revival  upon  this 
school,  this  church  and  this  community. 

In  1827,  there  were  25  teachers;  24  in 
1828.  There  was  a  Bible  class  for  adults, 
held  a  short  time  by  the  pc^fetor  and  super- 
intendent on  Sabbath  evenings,  embracing 
a  large  number  of  tlie  congregation  ;  sub- 
ject, the  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Romans. 

The  earliest  record  of   teachers  and 


scholais  I  have  seen  is  dated  1831,  and 
were :  William  Howes,  C.  W.  Storrs, 
Edward  Taplin,  Abial  P.  Atherton,  E.  P. 
Walton,  Norman  Rublee,  Samuel  Goss, 
J.  W.  Howes,  J.  S.  Walton,  C.  L.  Knapp, 
John  Wood,  N.  D.  Dewey,  Misses  South- 
mayd, M.  A.Washburn,  Samantha  Wash- 
burn, Harriet  H.  Washburn,  R.  Emily 
Washburn,  Emily  Bradshaw,  Sophia  W^at- 

rous,    Scoville,  A.  Howes,  Frances 

Hand,  Rebecca  Hunt,  Plarriet  Walton, 
Eliza  Kimball. 

April,  1832,  Gen.  E.  P.  Walton,  super- 
intendent;  the  school  roll,  170;  teachers, 
24.  An  infant  class  was  formed,  Miss 
Eliza  Kimball,  (Mrs.  Field,)  teacher, 
which  met  at  the  same  hour  of  the  school 
in  the  vestry. 

The  first  regular  teachers'  meetings 
commenced  this  year,  through  the  instiu- 
meiitality  of  an  excellent  young  m.an  at- 
tending our  Academy,  from  Royal  ton, 
N.  Wright  Dewey,  who  many  years  since 
went  to  his  reward. 

This  year,  or  about  this  time,  the  monthly 
concert,  which  has  since  been  so  regularly 
observed,  was  established.  From  this 
time  to  1836,  no  record  of  the  school  is  to 
be  found ;  but  it  is  the  impression  it  was 
well  sustained.  1836,  Gen.  Walton  was 
superintendent;  Samuel  Goss  and  J.  W. 
Howes,  assistants.  Owing  to  the  ill 
health  of  Mr.  Walton  and  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Goss,  the  duty  devolved  upon  Mr. 
PTov/es. 

1837,  the  teachers  were :  A.  S.  Pitkin, 
Charles  Spalding,  Geo.  P.  W^alton,  Fran- 
cis Stebbins,  E.  P.  Walton,  Jr.,  J.  W. 
PI  owes,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Smith,  Mrs.  Oakes, 

Misses  Harriet  Wilder,    Atherton, 

Lucy  Nye,  Frances  Perrin,  Eunice  Vail, 
Augusta  Merrill,  Eliza  Spalding.  Mr.  Pit- 
kin and  Geo.  P.  Walton,  not  living.  There 
was  an  average  attendance  of  100  scholars, 
and  efforts  were  made  to  increase  the  num- 
ber. Every  family  was  visited,  parents  be- 
came interested,  and  2  or  3  Bible  chisses 
formed,  one  of  them  being  taught  by  the 
past6r.  Rev.  B.  W.  Smith,  who  ever  took 
a  lively  interest  in  the  school-  The  re- 
ports of  those  who  visited  at  this  time  were 
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very  interesting.  Many  of  the  scholars  j 
were  enjoying  the  Way  of  Life.  j 

1838,  G.  li.  Mansur  was  appointed  as-  j 
distant  superintendent,  which  office  he  held  j 
v.'hilo  connected  T^'ith  this  church,  as  well  | 
as  teacher.    It  was  ascertained  daring  the  I 
II  previous  years,  75  members  of  the  | 
school  had  united  with  the  church,  four  of  j 
them  young  men,  preparing  for  the  min-  ' 
istry.    The  school  resolved  to  educate  a  \ 
young  lad  in  Ceylon,  for  which  to  pay  $20 
per  annum  for  5  years,  which  was  done. 
22  united  with  the  church  this  year  by 
profession,   10   being   members   of  the 
school. 

1839,  the  total  number  of  scholars  was 
205 :  average, 
ers,  : 


20  ;  conversions,  9  ;  teach- 
total  number  of  scholars,  | 
175;  average,  114;  teachers,  23;  no  con- 
versions. 1841,  teachers,  G.  H.  Loomis, 
Jos.  Prentiss,  G.  W.  Scott,  B.  F.  Goss, 
B.  B.  Dimmock,  G.  1>.  Mansur,  Misses 
Harriet  Hunt,  Mary  Vail,  Fanny  Water- 
man, Mary  Smith,  Harriet  Doty,  Mrs. 
Elias  Hall,  IMisses  Charity  Loomis,  Em- 
eline  Lewis,  Nancy  Perry,  A.  Phinney, 
Eliza  ivi.  Wright,  Fanny  Lewis,  Sophia  Wil- 
liams,  Redfield,  Eliza  Harvey  ;  schol- 
ars, 204;  average  attendance,  118;  6  con- 
versions. 1842,  total  number  of  scholars, 
219;  average,  129;  conversions,  7.  1843 
to  "'48,  most  of  the  time  attendance  good. 
Numbers  of  our  most  promising  youth  de- 
ceased, most  having  pleasing  evidence 
they  had  entered  into  that  rest  that  re- 
maineth.  1843,  teachers,  Francis  C.  Keith, 
Jos.  Pitkin,  Mrs.  Isaac  Worcester,  Misses 
R.  Burton,  M.  Camp,  Mr.  J.  H.  Morse: 
1844,  Misses  Rebecca  Loomis,  Eliza  B. 
Rublee,  Mr.  Ralph  Kilbourn,  C.  W.  Bad- 
ger, John  Barker,  Misses  Harriet  Bowen, 
Clarissa  Clark,  Mr.  Wm.  Storrs.  Messrs. 
Morse,  Kilbourne,  Barker,  and  Miss  Clark, 
have  died. 

1848,  Mr.  Merrill  was  appointed  super- 
intendent, which  office  he  held  until  1851. 
[I  am  not  quite  sure  of  this ;  it  is  possible 
that  Dea.  Storrs  officiated  a  part  of  this 
time.] 

1 85 1,  resuming  the  sunerintendency,  I 
found  the  school  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
dition — 230  scholars,  the  largest  number 


ever  known,  with  31  teachers.  The  spirit 
that  searcheth  hearts  was  in  our  midst. 
Numbers  listened,  attracted  to  follow  the 
heavenly  voice.  My  connection  with  the 
school  ceased  in  May  of  this  fruitful  year. 

Siind ay -School Superiniendenis. — Mr.  J. 
W.  Howes  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  F.  F. 
Merrill,  whose  last  year  was  1858 ;  Joseph 
Poland  served  in  1859,  '^^  5  Chas.  W. 
Willard,  1862;  H.  D.  Hopkins,  1863, 
187 1,  inclusive ;  D.  G.  Kemp,  1872,  '73, 
'74;  A.  G.  Stone,  1875,  '7^;  Hiram  Carl- 
ton, 1877  to  the  present  time. 

THE  DEDICATION"   OF   BETHANY  CHURCH, 
OCT.   15,  1868. 

Exercises : — Organ  Voluntary  ;  Invocation, 
Rev.  W,  S.  Ha  sen ;  Scripture,  .Rev.  E. 
/.  Carpenter  \  Anthem;  Prayer,  Rev.  J. 
Copeland. 

DEDICATION  HYMN. 
BY  BEV.  JOHN  KING  LOED,  Brother  of  the  Pastor. 
Wheu  God  the  primal  light  unsealed, 

And  bound  in  spheres  its  golden  burs. 
Through  all  the  glowing  vault  there  pealed 
The  chorus  of  the  morning  stars. 

Wlien  Christ  was  born,  those  notes  agdhi 
Hang  through  the  sapphire-sprinkled  space; 

Judea's  hill-sides  caught  the  strain. 
And  earth  gave  to  Heaven  the  praise. 

And  "vvben  the  promised  age  of  gold 
Sees  fairer  lands  and  brighter  skies 

Spring  from  the  ruins  of  the  old. 
Still  louder  shall  the  anthem  rise. 

Meanwhile,  along  these  walls  where  now 

Our  first  glad  sacrifice  we  bring. 
That  song  shall  echo  till  v.e  bow 

To  sing  w^ith  angels  near  the  King. 

SERMON. 
BY  REV.  W.  U.  LORD,  D.  Pas'or. 

"  I  will  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes,  nor 
slumber  to  mine  eyelids,  until  I  find  out  a 
place  for  the  Lord,  an  habitation  for  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob." — Psalm  132  :  4,  5. 

This  is  Solomon's  record  of  the  vow  of 
his  father  David.  It  was  the  natural  ex- 
pression of  that  tender  piety,  of  that  de- 
votion to  the  name  and  honor  of  God, 
which  illumines  the  whole  character  of  the 
son  of  Jesse,  and  which  raises  "him,  in 
spite  of  his  stupendous  sins  and  deep  falls, 
to  a  sublime  hbight  of  moral  excellence. 
All  other  things  made  way  in  his  mind  to 
the  glorious  purpose  of  finding  a  habita- 
tion for  God.  He  was  a  king,  and  perils 
environed  his  throne.    He  was  a  states- 


man,  and  his  people  needed  the  help  of  a 
generous  gcernnient.  He  was  a  poet, 
and  the  sacred  inspiration  of  his  harp 
thriUed  the  h.eart  of  .ii.'s  nation,  as  it  has  of 
all  nations  since.  He  was  a  warrior,  and 
a  councillor,,  and  oft  must  have  longed  to 
lay  aside  tlie  armor  of  battle  and  woo  the 
refreshment  of  rert.  But  all  other  duties, 
and  all  other  desires,  were  dwarfed  in  his 
fervid  soul  by  one  imperious  obligation. 
What  were  politics,  statesmanship,  war, 
letters,  nay,  his  own  flesh  and  blood  to 
him,  v.-hile  God  had  no  worthy  habitation 
in  Israel?  What  was  it  to  him  that  he 
could  point  to  a  royal  palace,  and  rooms 
of  state,  and  golden  furniture,  and  Tyrian 
hangings,  while  Jehovah  had  no  palace 
yet  built  for  Him,  where  He  could  hold 
His  court  and  receive  the  homage  of  His 
subjects.  While  Israel  dwelt  in  tents, 
they  had  another  for  their  tabernacle. 
But  when  they  had  an  irnperia)  city,  and 
dweU  in  cc'led  nouses,  marble  and  gold 
were  not  too  rich  or  beautitul  for  their 
shrine.  Nothing  else  was  safe  unless 
God'S  house  was  built.  The  temple  was 
the  citadel  of  the  nation.  David's  .sword 
would  be  sharper,  his  scepter  mightier,  his 
lyre  sweeter,  if  all  were  reckoned  of  less 
import  than  the  task  of  finding  a  temple 
for  the  Lord.  The  vow  of  the  king  of 
Israel  is  of  much  larger  range  than  its 
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original  historical  application.  We  can- 
not confine  our  thought  to  the  narrow 
range  of  'ong  past  Jewish  history,  when 
the  passage  before  us  has  been  brightened 
by  the  light  which  falls  upon  it  from  Beth- 
lehem and  Calvary.  This  expression  says 
in  effect,  that  witliin  the  soul  itself,  God's 
presence,  honor  and  truth  must  first  be 
secured.  To  find  a  place  for  the  Lord 
within  the  heart,  is  at  once  our  high  priv- 
ilege and  obligation.  To  enthrone  God  at 
the  summit  of  thought ;  to  enshrine  Him 
in  the  sanctuary  of  love  ;  to  lay  open  to 
Him  the  hidden  springs  of  the  will ;  to  de- 
tain Him  within  the  chamber  of  the  soul ; 
this  is  to  build  for  Him  a  palace  more 
beautiful,  more  glorious,  than  any  made 
with  stone  or  decorated  with  gold ;  and 
this  is  to  win  from  Him  a  presence  of  light  ; 
and  power  more  resplendent  than  the  she- 


kinah  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  The 
christian  soul  is  the  true  temple  of  the 
Godhead,  when  it  is  cleansed  by  the  blood 
of  Christ ;  when  it  is  filled  with  the  graces 
of  the  spirit :  when  it  is  enriched  with  the 
tracery  and  ornaments  of  the  divine  Vv'ord. 
When  it  is  thronged  with  holy  and  adoring 
thoughts,  as  His  servants  and  courtiers 
casting  their  tributes  at  his  feet,  then  it  is 
brightened  with  a  light  and  beauty  so 
shining,  that  God  niay  indeed  be  said  to 
be  glorified  in  man,  and  to  have  found  in 
him  His  true  habitation  and  rest. 

But  another  application  of  these  words 
will,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  anticipated 
by  those  who  are  gathered  wiihin  these 
walls  on  this  day  of  high  and  thankful  joy. 
iMay  we  not  say  that  this  noble  pile  itself 
is  the  product  of  a  resolution  such  as  waS 
that  of  the  king  of  Israel.  By  the  per- 
mission and  love  ef  the  Infinite  God,  we 
are  to-day  realizing  long  cherished  hopes 
— long  dreamt  dreams.  To-day^  is  com- 
pleted the  prayer  of  years.  Difiiculties 
have  been  surmounted,  andresidts  achiev- 
ed, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  good- 
ness of  God.  W^e  behold  the  end  and  re- 
ward of  much  sacrifice,  of  large  and  genial 
hearts,  of  wise  and  unconquerable  wills, 
of  cultivated  and  solid  intelligence.  All 
that  could  be  won  by  our  zeal,  and  intel- 
ligence and  devotion  has  been  secured. 
Our  eyes  behold  that  which  is  in  very  deed 
a  worthy  place  for  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
— an  habitation  for  the  Mighty  God  of 
Jacob.  David  had  to  bequeath  his  un- 
realized in-'ention  to  his  son  and  successor  ; 
but  the  most  of  us  who  began  to  build, 
have  been  spared  to  witness  the  fulfilment 
of  our  hope,  and  the  justification  of  our 
wisdom  and  foresight.  And  if  one  who  is 
not  a  stranger  to  the  impulses  and  motives 
which  have  swayed  the  minds  of  those  who. 
have  labored  for  this  result,  may  be  per- 
mitted to  interpret  the  sagacious  and  gen- 
erous intelligence  which  has  given  this 
noble  structure  to  our  State  and  our 
church,  I  would  unhesitatingly  say,  that  to 
promote  our  dear  Redeemer's  glory  has 
been  its  first,  its  master  motive.  To  raise 
a  monument,  (however  unworthy  our  best 
must  be  of  Him,)  to  His  glory  v.'ho  died 
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for  us ;  to  offer  Tit  His  feet  a  measure  of 
that  wealth  which  he  has  placed  at  our 
disposal ;  to  thank  Him  thus  visibly,  thus 
palpably,  for  His  grace  to  us  ;  to  make  a 
eood  foundation  for  a  better  work  for  Him 
— tins  -ZL'as,  this  is,  the  object  of  all.  Even 
if  nought  else  rAv^.  i  of  this  gratitude  ;  even 
if  such  thankful  Pa  ss  were  refracted  upon 
ourselves  in  no  nev/ blessings,  this  grateful 
adoration,  this  love  of  the  Son  of  God,  is 
the  motive  wliich  has  found  so  beautiful, 
so  splendid,  an  expression  in  a  building, 
which,  from  to-day  and  henceforth,  is  ded- 
icated to  the  glory  and  service  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  aught  else  of  pride  or  ostenta- 
tion mingles  with  this,  may  He  who  de- 
serves all  we  have,  forgive  and  cleanse  the 
foul  unrighteousness. 

•  It  is  true  that  since  Christ  was  crucified, 
the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  Him  as 
worship  in  spirit  and  t»uth.  :^^ount  Mo- 
riah  and  Mourit  Gerizim  arc  "not  essential 
to  worsiiip.  He  who  d  .velleth  in  a  temple 
made  without  hands,  needs  not  a  temple 
made  with  hands.  The  whole  earth  has 
now  become  a  house  of  prayer  and  the 
gate  of  Heaven,  for  the  Son  of  God  hath 
dwelt  in  it  and  consecrated  it  by  His 
presence.  And  yet  a  house  of  worship 
does  not  invade  the  spirituality  of  worship. 
It  may  rather  enhance  and  intensify  it.  No 
more  is  the  closet  a  place  for  one  Christian, 
than  the  church  is  the  place  for  many 
Christians.  And  Christ  fills  both  with  His 
presence,  and  loves  both  the  dwelling  of  a 
beautiful  and  holy  soul,  and  the  habitation 
of  a  beautiful  and  sacred  house.  He  who 
hath  made  all  things  beautiful,  loves  beau- 
tiful things  and  beautiful  places. 

Repulsiveness  of  form  is  not  necessarily 
'united  with  spirituality  of  life  .and  purity  of 
faith,  and  the  autonomy  of  the  local  church 
under  Christ  does  not  imply  that  it  ought 
to  dwell  in  a  barn.  And  when  the  beauty 
of  the  temple  expresses  both  the  abun- 
dance of  christian  wealth,  and  the  fervor 
of  christian  love  ;  when  it  is  the  exponent 
of  ability  and  affection,  then  I  see  no 
reason  why  God  should  not  love  it  as  He 
did  the  tabernacle  of  old — more  than  all 
the  dwellings  of  His  people.  I  see  no 
reason  why  He  should  not  love  to  come 
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into  it  and  make  the  place  of  His  feet  glo- 
rious. 

I  have  thought  it  not  inappropriate  to 
this  occasion,  to  ask  your  attention  to  the 
uses  of  the  material  temple  ;  the  moral  and 
spiritual  purpose  of  such  a  house  as  that  in. 
which  we  are  assembled  to-day ;  and  why 
we  should  build  it,  and  v,'hy  we  should 
love  it! 

I.  To  begin  with  its  lowest  uses,  it  will 
be  in  the  first  place  an  intellectual  land- 
mark, cultivating  the  best  thought  and  the 
best  taste. 

As  it  towers  in  conspicuous  beauty  high 
above  the  surrounding  buildings,  it  is  a 
natural  expression  in  solid  stone  of  an  in- 
tellectual truth.  May  we  not  say  that  it 
illustrates,  on  a  small  scale,  Bishop  Butler's 
argument  upon  tlie  necessity  for  a  visible 
church.'*  It  is  a  silent,  but  most  eloquent, 
preacher  of  the  first  and  highest  of  all 
truths.  It  embodies  and  visibly  perpet- 
uates the  institutions  of  Christianity.  A 
visible  church  is  a  standing  memorial  of 
the  duty  we  owe  to  our  Creator,  and  by  the 
form  of  religion  ever  before  our  eyes, 
ser\'es  to  remind  us  of  the  reality.  And 
the  more  impressive  and  beautiful  the 
form,  the  more  easily  will  the  transition  be 
to  the  true  character  and  glory  of  the  ob- 
ject of  worship.  Throughout  the  civilized 
world,  each  of  the  temples  of  Christendom 
bears  a  voiceless  but  effective  testimony 
for  Christ.  No  thoughtful  man  ever  looks 
at  it  from  v.'ithout,  even  if  he  never  enters 
it  as  a  worshipper,  but  he  asks  himself: 
"  What  does  this  building  represent?  Why 
is  it  here?  Is  it  the  monument  of  an  ex- 
tinct sentiment,  or  of  a  living  conviction? 
Is  it  the  ornamented  sepulcher  of  religious 
faith,  or  the  powerful  instrument  of  a 
springing  and  advancing  life?"  Thus  the 
material  building  suggests  a  line  of  thought, 
backward  and  forward.  It  is  a  history,  or 
a  prophecy.  Its  dim  aisles,  and  vaulted 
corridors  and  arched  ceilings,  its  columns 
hewn  into  transparent  strength,  and  its 
roof  painted  with  the  colors  of  the  iris, 
have  a  message  to  men  which  they  can  but 
hear.  It  is  a  message  of  warning,  or  a 
message  of  hope. 

There  is  a  city  of  the  old  world  whose 
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palaces  and  squares  are  now  falling  into 
the  sea,  out  of  which  she  rose.  Never  did 
earthly  city  have  a  more  beautiful  shrine. 
It  was  at  once  a  type  of  the  redeemed 
church  of  God,  and  an  illuminated  scroll  of 
His  vv-ritien  v.  oid.  Nci-h^r  gold  nor  crystal 
was  spared  in  its  building,  and  it  was 
adorned  with  all  manner  of  precious  stones. 
The  skill  and  the  treasures  of  the  East 
gilded  every  letter  and  illumined  every 
page,  till  "the  temple  shone  from  afar 
like  the  star  of  the  Magi."  And  as  I 
walked  along  the  alleys  of  that  strange 
city,  or  floated  upon  its  liquid  streets,  and 
remembered  how  she  had  thrown  off  all 
shame  ^nd  restraint,  and  had  become  filled 
with  the  madness  of  the  whole  earth,  the 
falling  frescoes  of  gold,  and  the  sinkmg 
columns  of  marble  of  her  great  cathedral, 
seemed  to  utter  in  the  dead  ear  of  Venice,' 
"irrtow  thnn  that  for  ail  these  things  God 
will  bring  thee  into  judgment."  Her  sin 
was  dont.  in  the  face  of  the  House  of  God, 
burning  with  the  letters  of  His  law.  And 
the  building,  now  shored  up  from  its 
watery  grave  by  huge  timbers,  has  a  his- 
tory, in  which  one  who  sees  it,  must  read 
both  the  triumphs  and  the  corruptions  of 
Christianity. 

There  were  no  material  churches,  or 
scarcely  any,  in  the  early  ages  of  persecu- 
tion. When  the  church  dared  to  come 
forth  from  the  catacombs  and  live  in  pub- 
lic, she  had  already  triumphed — her  places 
of  worship  were  the  symbols  of  victory. 
And  do  they  not  now  speak  to  our  reason 
and  our  hearts,  and  to  our  imaginations, 
somewhat  as  of  "old?  What  means  the 
house  of  christian  assembly,  but  that  God 
delighteth  still  in  the  communion  of  His 
saints?  What  means  the  tapering  spire, 
but  that  our  hopes  are  beyond  the  sky  to 
which  it  points?  What  means  the  cross 
which  rises  from  the  eastern  porch,  but 
that  the  atoning  blood  which  flowed  on 
calvary,  warrants  these  hopes  in  sinners, 
such  as  we  ?  What  means  the  declaration 
traced  in  the  centre  of  yon  orbed  window, 
but  that  our  peace,  comfort  and  salvation 
are  centered  in  the  triune  Godhead  ?  What 
means  the  Iamb  pencilled  over  organ  and 
choir,  but  that  all  our  praise  is  due  unto 


Him  who  hath  loVed  us  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his  blood?  What  means 
that  open  Bible,  tran.slucent  with  the 
light  of  Heaven,  and  .shedding  its  beams 
down  upon  the  head  of  the  preacher, 
save  that  God's  word  is  the  source  of  His 
wisdom,  and  the  hiding-placeof  His  power? 
What  mean  these  inscriptions  oh  the  walls, 
over  arch,  aisle  and  door,  except,  not  that 
Rome  has  a  monopoly  of  Scripture  or  of 
Heaven,  but  that  the  Son  of  God  is  the 
impregnable  foundation  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  faith  in  Him  the  only,  way  of  , 
entering  His  kingdom  and  glory?  And 
what  signify  these  colors,  which  cling  so 
fondly  to  the  instructed  eye,  and  bind  the 
very  senses  to  the  chariot  wheels  of  ce- 
lestial meditation,. save  that  God  Himselt 
v/ould  be  worshipped  in  the  beauty  of  ho- 
liness? There  are  very  few  of  us  appre- 
ciate the  nobleness  and  sacredness  of  color. 
It  is  not  a  subordinate. beauty.  It  is  not  a 
mere  source  of  sensual  pleasure.  He  who 
says  so,  .speaks  carelessly.  What  would 
the  world  be  if  the  blue  were  taken  from 
the  sky,  and  the  gold  from  stars  and  suns, 
and  the  silver  from  the  moon,  and  the  ver- 
dure from  the  leaves,  and  the  crimson  from 
the  blood  of  man,  and  the  flush  from  the 
cheek,  the  radiance  from  the  eye,  and  the 
whole  earth  were  clothed  in  an  ashen  gray  ? 
Should  we  not  then  know  what  we  owe  to 
color?  The  fact  is,  that  of  all  God's  gifts 
to  the  sight  of  man,  color  is'^the  holiest, 
the  most  beautiful  and  divine.  The  great 
architect  of  the  world  has  employed  colors 
in  His  creation  as  the  accompaniment  of 
all  that  is  purest  and  most  precious.  He 
has  laid  the  foundations  of  His  temple  in 
jasper  and  sapphire,  and  garnished  its 
blue  dome  with  stars  of  light.  We  shall 
not  worship  Him  in  less  holiness,  if  we 
worship  Him  in  more  beauty  than  our 
fathers  knew.  Even  as  we  gaze  upon  the 
outline  of  the  chief  buildings  which  have 
been  reared  for  Christ,  our  thoughts  must 
be  insensibly  affected.  In  the  training  of 
the  soul  we  must  subordinate  the  senses  to 
the  service  of  religion.  And  the  beauty  of 
the  church  is  not  a  poor  teacher,  for  the 
eye  cannot  choose  but  see,  and  itvyill  sug- 
gest to  the  imagination,  to  the  heart  of 
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many  a  man,  tlie  supremacy,  the  great- 
ness, the  solitary  magnificence  of  God. 

There  a?-e  many  tendencies  of  thought 
in  our  day  that  serve  to  obscure  this  primal 
tnUh.  ^^e^  are  wont  to  merge  Jehovah  in 
the  work  of  His  hands,  or  to  deny  the  ex- 
istence of  His  Son.  The  great  questions 
which  are  debated  around  us,  touch  not 
simply  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  the 
existence  of  God  himself.  Skeptical  in- 
fluences are  being  constantly  infiltrated 
into  the  thought  of  society,  into  the 
»  minds  of  the  young,  and  into  the  life  of 
the  world. 

Now  this  church  tiikes  such  debated  and 
assailed  truths,  and  a  great  deal  else,  for 
granted.  It  stands  to  the  minds  of  the 
very  youth  tliat  play  and.  wander  under  its 
shadow,  in  the  place  of  an  argument.  It 
represents  in  a  visible,  material  form  the 
settled  faith  of  the  church.  It  lends  new 
ch-arrn  to  that  fai'Ji.  It  tacitly  forces  the 
truth  of  God's  majestic  separation  from, 
and  infinite  superiority  to.  His  creatures, 
fairly  in  upon  the  intelligence  of  a  child. 
It  does  more.  It  forces  in  upon  his  con- 
viction, also,  tlie  nearness  of  God  to  man, 
and  the  love  which  He  bears  to  us. 

This  is  God's  house,  separate  from  the 
whirl  of  the  streets,  from  the  passion  of 
the  hour,  from  the  jostle  of  life.  Itstands 
alone  among  other  buildings,  unlike  them 
all,  more  massive,  more  imposing,  more 
elegant.  Sut  its  doors  are  open.  The 
mighty  noise  of  its  music  swells  through 
its  arches.  Its  floor  is  moistened  by  the 
tears  of  love  and  penitence.  The  King 
Himself  holds  court  in  it,  and  His  wor- 
shippers throng  His  presence,  and  carry 
away  His  bounty.  So  its  silent  and  me- 
lodious eloquence  is  ever  more  of  man's 
distance  from  God,  of  God's  nearness  to 
man.  Will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with 
man?  The  temple  of  prayer  answers  the 
question  as  no  argument  can.  Some  of 
us  may  remember  when  our  minds  were 
first  opening  in  a  world  of  thought,  and 
groping  their  way  in  the  tw^ilight  toward  a 
deeper  and  higher  knowledge.  Into  this 
mental  confusion,  how  would  not  a  mate- 
rial symbol  of  the  truth  have  helped  to  in- 
troduce the  welcome  reign  of  light  and 


order?  Tell  a  child  that  revealed  religion 
is  the  highest  of  all  truths,  that  all  other 
truth  leads  up  to  it,  or  radiates  fi-om  it, 
and  he  will  faintly,  if  at  all,  guess  your 
meaning.  He  has  not  yet  climbed  high 
enough  to  got  your  idea.  But  throw  your 
doctrine  into  a  concrete  form,  so  that  his 
eye,  and  ear  and  imagination  shall  be 
taken  captive  ;  let  it  speak  to  him  from  the 
timbers  and  beams  of  the  house,  from  the 
colors  of  its  walls  and  ceilings,  from  the 
stones  of  its  foundations  and  structure, 
from  the  music  of  its  organ,  as  well  as 
from  the  lips  of  the  preacher,  and  you 
shall  speedily  make  your  way  to  his  thought 
and  to  his  heart,  and  give  him  ^  lasting 
form  and  impress.  He  may  not  be  con- 
scious of  the  powers  at  work  upon  him, 
or  the  result  achieved  within  him..  He  will 
receive  the  moulding  influence  as  the  tree 
drinks  in  its  verdure,  as  the  flower  absorbs 
its  loveliest  tints  from  the  air  and  sunlight, 
but  it  will  form  his  character  and  his  habit, 
and  give  him  a  lifelong  loyalty  to  the  tmth 
he  has  received.  As  the  years  pass  over 
him,  and  full  of  good  service,  v\'ith  the 
peace  of  his  God  and  Savior  in  his  soul, 
he  feels  that  he  is  sinking  towards  his 
grave,  he  will  look  back,  perchance,  to  this 
church  as  the  first  instructor  of  his  im- 
miortal  spirit.  Here  was  mapped  out  the 
truth  which  came  from  Heaven,  and  which 
can  alone  redeem  a  sinful  or  sustain  a 
dying  man.  I  e  will  then  remember  how 
in  the  home  of  his  youth,  when  all  naked 
statement  of  truth  would  have  been  lost 
upon  him,  there  was  one  building  among 
many,  noblest  in  its  proportions,  richest  in 
its  ornamentation,  which  pointed  to  a 
truth,  the  knowledge  andloveof  which was 
life  eternal.  And  his  gratitude,  multiplied 
by  the  gratitude  of  others,  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  will  justify  the  wisdom 
of  those  builders,  who  would  not  suffer  their 
eyes  to  sleep,  nor  their  eyelids  to  slumber, 
nor  the  temples  of  their  heads  to  take  any 
rest,  until  they  had  found  a  temple  of  the 
Lord,  a  habitation  for  the  God  of  Jacob. 
He,  and  sucl-i  as  he,  till  the  last  stone  is 
not  left  upon  another,  will  bless  those  who 
thus  set  forth,  in  language  which  all  could 
understand,  the  preciousness,  the  unap- 
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proached  preciousness  of  our  divine  Rc-  is  with  us  in  His  advent,  in  His  tempta- 
deemer's  gospel.  tion  ;  in  His  ministry,  in  His  passion  ;  in 

2.  A  second  use  of  the  material  temple  !  His  resurrection,  in  His  sacraments.  Ever 
is  the  culture  of  reverence.    Reverence  is  since  the  incarnation,  the  "tabernacle  of 


not  merely  a  virtue,  to 
when  we  go  to  church, 
the  habit  of  the  soul. 


find  its  exercise  j  God  is  with  men."    The  Shekinah  has 


recognition  of  greatness, 
seeing  something  higher 


It  ought  to  be 
Reverence  is  the 
It  is  the  soul 
better,  nobler 
than  itself.  Woe  to  him  who  has  no  en- 
thusiasm, no  passionate  love  for  persons, 
services  or  institutions  which  represent 
God,  and  who,  therefore,  has  no  rever- 
ence ;  who  believes  that  there  is  no  great- 
ness before  which  it  should  be  his  happi- 
ness to  lie  prostrate,  and  towards  which 
he  may  not  aspire.  Nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain than  tlie  iiitellectual  and  moral  deg- 
radation of  him  who  never  feels  veneration 
or  love.  The  sneer  which  he  lavishes  on 
all  around,  reacts  on  his  own  moral  life. 
The  insolence  w^hicli  marks  his  address  is 
traced  in  every  line  of  his  face.  He  whose 
motto  is  "Nil  admirari ; "  who  sees  no 
good  in  what  others  respect ;  who  never 
looks  through  the  clear  crystal  lens  of  gen- 
erous appreciatiori  on  a  beauty  or  a  great- 
ness that  is  not  his  own,  will  sooner  or 
later  win  the  indignation  or  the  compassion 
of  his  fellow  men. 

So  deeply  did  one  semi-infidel  feel  this 
to  be  true,  that  he  is  said  to  have  declared, 
that  if  God  did  not  exist,  it  would  be  nec- 
essary to  invent  Him  for  the  use  of  the 
educator  of  the  human  mind.  It  is  only 
the  sight  of  God  which  creates  reverence,  and  of  church-going,  find  their  way  down 


rent  the  veil  of  the  temple,  and  come  forth 
among  us.  We  know  that  He  is  not  far 
from  any  one  of  us.  We  express  this 
knowledge  when  we  speak  of  Him  ;  when 
we  keep  His  Word ;  when  we  enter  the 
place  of  His  assembly.  It  is  in  the  vis- 
ible, niaterial  church  we  learn  reverence 
by  precept  and  example.  The  silence, 
which  is  only  broken  that  man  may  speak 
of  God,  or  to  God;  the  adoring  attitudes 
of  devout  v/orshippers ;  the  chant  which 
raises  the  soul  above  the  world ;  the  con- 
fession which  opens  upon  it,  through 
flashes  of  moral  light,  the  true  sight  of  the 
Most  Holy;  these  things  suggest,  day  by 
day,  year  by_  year,  a  sym-pathetic  attitude 
of  the  spirit.  They  succeed,  at  last,  in 
persuading  us  to  bend  before  Him  who  is 
the  object  and  explanation  of  what  is  going 
on  around  us.  They  cry  out,  as  if  with 
one  voice,  to  the  soul,  and  the  voice  does 
not  die  away,  "  Oh,  come,  let  us  worship 
and  fall  down  and  kneel  before  the  Lord 
our  Maker."  And  thus  a  constant  attend- 
ant at  the  church  learns  an  inward  habit, 
which  is  the  safeguard  of  his  intellect,  the 
charm  and  lustre  of  'his  social  life,  the 
aroma  of  his  character  and  intercourse, 
and  the  final  dehverance  and  redemption 
of  his  soul.    Very  few  lovers  of  the  church 


Hence  the  church  alone  is  the  school  of 
reverence.  The  church  of  Christ  alone 
brings  God  home  to  the  human  soul.  Na- 
ture knows  not  God..  For  a  moment  it 
seems  to  detect  Him  in  the  starry  heav- 
ens, or  in  the  stormy  sea ;  or  in  the  fra- 
grant freshness  of  the  summer  air;  or  in 
the  calm  brilliancy  of  a  perfect  landscape. 
But  it  only  admires.  It  has  no  heart  for 
reverence,  because  it  has  no  heart  for  ad- [  the  dullness  of  the  sermon  ;  but  for  every 


to  death.  Their  path  is  a  shining  one. 
They  learn  at  last  the  value  of  the  blood  of 
atonement ;  the  glory  of  the  Savior,  and  a 
hearty  recognition  of  His  supreme  beauty. 
The  profound  yearnings  of  the  spirit, 
which  bring  them  within  the  house  of  God, 
are  at  length  satisfied.  The  message  of 
light  and  pardon,  repeated  week  by  week, 
is  at  last  heard.    Men  may  murmur  about 


oration.  It  banishes  God  behinG  a  tA^- 
tern  of  laws. 

But  ihe  Gospel,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
the  religion  of  Immanuel,  God  with  us. 
He  is  with  us  in  His  Providence,  in  His 
power,  in  His  wisdom,  in  His  love.  He 


soul  that  is  alive  to  the  terrible  mysterious- 
ness  of  life  and  death,  and  who  resorts  to 
the  place  where  it  may  find  God  and  come 
even  to  His  seat,  there  is  a  freshness  and 
perpetual  interest  in  the  Gospel  message.. 
He  who  seeks  its  repetition  will  learn  the 
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secret  of  its  power,  and  find  the  peace 
which  it  brin<5s.  ''It  washere,"  some  will 
say,  of  this  very  church,"  it  was  here,  O 
my  Lord  and  my  God,  that  I  learned  to 
know  and  love  1  hee,  and  found  out  my 
own  nvlsery,  and  felt  the  grace  and  sweet- 
ness of  thy  pity  and  thy  pardon.  It  was 
here  I  learned  the  awfulness  and  blessed- 
ness of  life,  the  greatness  of  eternity." 
And  many  a  redeemed  soul  will  sing  here- 
after, "  Lord  Jesus,  in  this.  Thy  temple,  I 
told  Thee  my  sins  and  my  sorrows,  was 
washed  in  Thy  blood,  and  saw  Thy  glory 
face  to  face." 

3.  Another  use  of  the  material  ten»ple, 
is  to  assist  the  culture  of  the  conscience. 
The  moral  sense  learns  and  grov,s  by  dis- 
cipline. Ever  since  Christ  drove  the 
money-changers  out  of  the  house  of  prayer, 
the  conscience  hr.s  had  new  light  upon  the 
sacredness  of  places  of  worship  and  the 
duties  of  religion.  Doubtless  the  con- 
science is  roused  and  trained  by  association 
as  well  as  by  authority.  It  is  informed  and 
invigorated  by  every  opportunity  for  good 
or  for  evil.  There  are  seasons  in  every 
man's  life  when  he  finds  himself  face  to 
face  with  forms  of  evil,  upon  resistance  to 
which  his  whole  eternity  depends.  For 
many  a  falterer  this  church  may  strike  the 
trembling  balance  in  his  favor.  The  strug- 
gle, of  which  his  soul  is  the  scene,  may 
here  be  h  id  bare  before  the  zdl  Holy  and 
Merciful.  The  temptation  to  lust,  or  cru- 
elty, or  avarice,  or  selfishness,  or  cowr.rd- 
ice  df  soul,  may  be  exorcised,  or,  at  least, 
lose  half  its  force  in  the  scenes  and  ser- 
vices of  this  building.  When  all  has 
seemed  to  be  lost,  and  the  darkness  of  sin 
has  well  nigh  settled  down  upon  the  heart, 
then  God  here  turns  himself  again,  and 
looks  down  from  Heaven,  and  beholdsand 
visits  in  mercy.  There  are,  indeed,  those 
to  whose  conscience  the  church  says  noth- 
ing. But  with  the  great  majority  it  is  not 
so.  Its  ser\'ices,  its  ministers,  nay,  the 
very  lines  and  beauties  of  its  architecture, 
are  destined  to  be  intertwined  with  the 
deep  secrets  of  many  a  spirit,  and  to  have 
their  place  in  the  checkered  history  of 
.  thought  and  hope,  of  fear  and  passion,  of 
suffering  and  joy,  which  will  be  revealed  by 


the  light  of  another  v.-orld.  And  among 
tlie  spiritual  mysteries  which  will  here- 
after be  known  as  belonging  to  these  walls, 
not  the  least  will  be  their  silent  contribu- 
tion to  the  growth  of  the  moral  sense. 

4.  Nor  shall  it  be  without  its  eftect  in 
shaping  the  aims  and  unfolding  the  pur- 
poses of  many  a  life.  This  life  it  teaches 
us  is  not  a  game  of  chance,  or  a  decree  of 
fate,  the  sport  of  events,  or  the  result  of 
fixed  necessity.  Each  man  is  instructed 
by  it  and  in  it,  that  he  is  to  hallow  his 
earthly  life  by  a  religious  principle.  It 
stands  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  God  and 
of  human  responsibility  in  the  very  centre 
and  heart  of  secular  business  and  strife ; 
an  unchangeable  teacher  of  man's  obliga- 
tion to  make  his  life  a  single  tribute  to 
God's  glory.  And  this  church,  in  itself, 
in  its  services,  is  destined  to  have  a  lar^iC 
infiuence  upon  men's  purposes  in  life ;  is 
destined  to  brace  their  wills  to  the  right, 
to  promote  their  obedience  to  the  truth,  to 
open  their  hearts  to  a  larger  destiny  tlian 
would  have  been  possible  without  it.  In 
the  very  proportion  of  its  inspiring  and  im- 
pressive beauty,  it  is  to  become  a  helper  of 
our  souls  in  all  good.  Here  our  hearts 
will  be  opened,  and  kept  open.  The  very 
place  that  is  filled  with  fragrant  perfume  of 
the  spicery  that  has  been  poured  on  Christ's 
head,  will  assist  the  soul  to  a  better  life. 
Creatures  of  association  as  we  are,  here 
our  wills  will  be  directed  and  strengthened  ; 
here  our  whole  inward  life  will  get  a  unity 
and  force,  which  will  tell  both  in  time  and 
eternity.  Here  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  dark  days  that  are  coming,  "for  in  the, 
time  of  trouble  He  shall  hide  me  in  His 
tabernacle  ;  yea,  in  the  secret  place  of  His 
dwelling  shall  He  hide  me,  and  set  me  upon 
a  Rock." 

In  dedicating  this  chu-ch,  we  do  not 
gratify  a  mere  artistic  or  aesthetic  senn- 
ment.  We  do  not  inaugurate  a  monu- 
ment, which  the  economy  of  common 
sense,  or  the  demand  of  Christian  love, 
might  deem  superfluous.  For  this  church, 
in  all  its  lofty  beauty,  is  a  hymn  of  praise 
to  the  Son  of  God,  and  embodies  and 
gives  shape  to  the  essential  features  of  the 
Christian  work  and  life.    The  ministries 


iind  associations,  the  very  roof  and  win- 
dows, the  very  tower  and  buttresses  of  this 
building,  are  destined  to  mould  practically 
the  daily  life  of  tliose  v/hoare  here  to  learn 
to  face  the  battle  of  life  as  men  and  Chris- 
tianr.  shnuV]  i\ce  h.  And  here,  too,  many 
a  modest  fiower  will  catch  a  Divine  inspi- 
ration, and  blossom  into  lovely  and  fra- 
grant beauty,  and  shed  its  incense  of 
praise,  until  it  shall  be  transferred  to  a 
more  glorious  temple,  to  bloom  there  love- 
lier and  forever.  Such  a  church,  we  trust, 
will  do  more  than  promote  the  intellectual 
and  moral  growth  of  those  who  worship  in 
it,  of  the  community  around  it.  It  will  do 
more  than  cultivate  t?ste  and  art.  It  will 
open  men's  hearts  to  God.  It  will  help 
them  toward  Christ.  It  will  teach  them 
the  rare  graces  of  Christianity.  It  is  the 
product  of  self-denial.  It  will  be  its  teacher 
too.-"  This  church  is  no  mere  offering  of 
that  which  has  cost  nothing.  It  is  the 
gift  of  lov-,  and  love  lives  by  sacrifice. 
Love  is  not  the  desire  to  have.  It  is  the 
passion  to  give.  And  we  trust  that  this 
church  will  be  to  us  a  means  of  grace  in 
this  respect,  and  perpetually  teach  us  that 
all  the  best  things  of  life  come  by  our  sac- 
rifices, and  that  our  proudest,  divinest  sat- 
isfaction will  arise  in  the  future  from  our 
most  generous  offerings  to  the  service, 
work,  and  glory  of  God.  This  house  will 
show  us,  so  long  as  it  stands,  that  our  best 
riches,  our  richest  feelings  and  delights 
come  from  our  largest  gifts  to  God.  Learn 
we  this,  if  nothing  else  to-day,  that  joy 
comes  by  giving  to  Christ.  It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.  And  thus 
this  building  will  have  manifold  influences 
upon  our  souls.  Hereafter  we  shall  know 
how  these  lines  of  beauty,  on  which  our 
eyes  now  rest  with  tranquil  pleasure  or  cu- 
rious admiration,  have  been  graven  deep 
in  many  a  memory,  and  have  linked  for- 
ever many  a  soul's  inmost  life  with  the  eye 
and  hand  of  the  Creator. 

5.  Another  use  of  such  a  material  edi- 
fice as  this,  is  to  render  more  attractive  the 
system  and  polity  of  faith  and  worship 
with  which  ii  is  connected.  It  will  add  a 
charm  to  the  Congregational  order  and 
service.    There  is  no  reason  why  the  ex- 


cellent order  of  our  New  England  fathers 
should  not  make  all  the  warm  sentiments 
of   our  nature  tributary  to  its  growth. 
None,  why  its  beams  and  timbers  should 
not  breathe  the  very  odors  of  the  cedars  of 
Lebanon.    None,  why  its  garments  should 
not  smell  of  myrrh  and  aloes  and  cassia 
out  of  the  ivory  palaces.    It  is  the  church 
of  our  fathers,  the  old  homestead  and 
sanctuary  of  our  hearts,  full  of  rich  mem- 
ories, of  dear  associations,  of  priceless 
legacies  of  faith  and  hope  and  patience 
from  those  who  have  left  the  earthly  con- 
gregation and  gone  above  the  stars.    This  i 
simple,  beautiful  and  catholic  polity  is  the  j 
very  daiigliter  of   the  King,.     She  has  j 
trusted  so  much  to  her  intrinsic  and  im-  , 
perial  grace  as  to  laugh  at  outward  adorn-  \ 
ing.    She  has  been  so  beautiful  and  glo-  ! 
rious  within,  that  her  friends  have  dreamed 
not  of  her  exterior  robing  and  drapery. 
But  she  16  all  glorious  within,  and  why  . 
should  not  her  clothing  be  of  wrought  gold.  | 
In  her  places  of  assembly  the  saints  have  j 
sat  and  worshipped,  and  vv'hy  should  not  i 
her  gates  be  jasper,  her  walls  chalcedony,  j 
and  her  arches  and  ceilings  traced  with  ! 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow.    Within  her  ! 
sanctuary,  millions  without  number  have  j 
learned  the  new  song,  and  why  should  not  ! 
the  frescoed  arches  of  her  roof  resound  with  j 
the  anthem  of  the  organ.    It  will  not  do  | 
altogether  to  despise  the  moral  uses  of  ] 
material  beauty.   It  will  not  do  for  a  church  | 
to  be  beneath  the  intelligence,  the  taste  j 
and  the  wealth  of  a  community.    We  may 
make  art  our  master  and  we  may  make  it 
our  servant.    W^e  have  too  much  abjured 

it  as  either.    We  mav  now  give  to  it  its  ! 

...  i 
proper  place,  as  a  helper  and  minister  in  | 

our  great  and  noble  work.    The  day  is  ; 

past  for  Israel  to  dwell  in  tents  pyn  barns.  ! 

When  she  needs  to  do  it,  she  may,  nor  ] 

will  she  lose  the  ark  and  the  covenant  and  j 

the  shekinah.    But  when  she  needs  not  to  j 

do  it,  she  must  exchange  her  tabernacle  | 

for  a  temple ;  for  even  Christ  demands  j 

what  we  can  give  Him,  and  He  who  is  \ 
worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  would 
have  the  worship  of  His  house  cofiforn^i  to 
our  taste  and  wealth  and  love.    Tr.e  es- 
sence of  Puritanism  was  not  hatred  of 
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beauty,  but  love  of  Christ;  and  wherever 
love  of  Christ  may  prompt  to  a  more  beau- 
tiful temple,  the  spirit  of  the  fathers  will 
linger,  and  Elijah*s  robe  may  .fall  upon 
Eli5ha"'s  shoulders.  The  prophet  of  fire 
may  make  way  ior  the  I'ropliet  of  Peace. 
Our  church  has  fought  a  noble  battle  for 
Christ  under  a  leader  nobler  than  itself; 
nor  need  It  now  be  weary  of  its  work,  nor 
fear  to  adapt  its  usages  and  forms  to  the 
exigencies  of  future  conflicts.  So  long  as 
it  keeps  the  old  spirit,  it  may  not  hesitate 
to  avail  itself  of  new  formal  attractions. 

After  Christ  had  gone  into  the  heavens, 
and  the  old  temple  of  Mount  Moriah  had 
perished,  and  the  arch  of  Constantine  was 
built,  the  temples  that  had  been  construct- 
ed for  the  service  of  divided  and  local  gods 
were  pressed  into  the  service  of  the  One 
God.  Every  form  and  symbol,  it  was  be- 
lieved, \\hiLii  bclougcd  to  the  old  world, 
might  be  claimed  as  the  spoil  and  heritage 
of  that  which  succeeded  it.  But  one  and 
another  form  which  had  pressed  into  its 
service  the  roughest  stone,  the  richest 
marble  and  the  rarest  art,  could  as  little 
resist  the  idolatrous  tendencies  of  the 
heart  as  Solomon's  temple  had  done.  All 
came  at  last  to  feed  the  earth-born  tastes 
which  they  had  boasted  they  could  subdue 
and  sanctify. 

Then  the  idea  grew  up  that  such  tem- 
ples stifled  the  Spirit ;  that  art  was  a  dan- 
gerous ally  of  devotion ;  that  the  most 
ugly  building  was  the  one  that  God  was 
most  likely  to  inhabit;  that  the  upright  and 
pure  soul  was  his  only  true  temple.  They 
were  very  beautiful  and  true  words,  and 
pointed  to  high  truths,  just  as  the  towers 
and  minarets  of  the  old  temples  pointed  to 
them  ;  but  they  are  just  as  little  able  to 
reach  and  preserve  them.  Hardness,  se- 
verity, dogmatism,  could  hide  itself  where 
there  seemed  to  be  only  the  utmost  sim- 
plicity and  barrenness  of  form.  But  both 
were  false.  Each  doctrine  is  unscriptural 
and  fatal.  The  one  gave  religion  bound 
as  a  captive  into  the  hands  of  art,  and 
made  its  services  fantastical,  sensuous  and 
corrupt.  The  other  gives  God's  beautiful 
universe  up  to  the  devil,  as  his  rightful 
possession,  and  makes  him  the  monopolist 
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of  all  that  attracts  and  charmr,  our  bodily 
sense.  The  one  bound  the  invisible  under 
the  dominion  of  the  visible.  The  other 
tramples  the  life  out  of  the  material  and 
visible.  We  do  wisely,  then,  as  our  fath- 
ers would  have  done  had  they  had  the  war- 
fare of  our  day  on  their  hands,  when  we 
aim  to  make  all  that  is  artistic  and  all  that 
is  beautiful,  bring  their  tributes  and  lay 
them  at  the  feet  of  Christ ;  we  should  ex- 
clude nothing  that  makes  our  polity  more 
attractive  and  effective.  While  we  do  not 
doubt  that  its  essential  glory  is  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ  in  its  service,  we  shall  not 
be  likely  to  exalt  any  form  of  outward 
beauty  above  its  intrinsic  worth. 

Nor  is  our  Congregational  system  un- 
Vv'orthy  that  it  should  avail  itself  of  all  the 
helps  and  ministries  of  beauty.  A  gener- 
ous, practical  catholicity  may  well  dwell  in 
a  palace.  A  church  that  does  not  assume 
to  declare  its  own  organization  as  com- 
mensurate with  the  Church  of  God,  which 
allows  of  diversity  of  ceremony  and  un- 
essential form,  might  well  have  a  royal 
tabernacle.  If  we  believed  in  augury  and 
signs,  we  might  easily  translate  into  a 
happy  omen  the  gentle  inclination  of 
obeisance  which  the  cross  on  yon  Roman 
tower  has  been  making  for  the  year  that  is 
past,  to  Bethany  church.  For  why  should 
not  the  least  denominational,  sectarian,  ex- 
clusive and  arrogant  of  all  the  churches, 
receive,  like  Josi  ph's  sheaf,  the  homage  of 
all  its  brethren? 

We  love  this  Congregational  polity.  In 
it  the  life  takes  precedence  of  the  form,  and 
we  would  irradiate  with  its  life  a  beautiful 
form.  Nor  w'ould  we  refuse  our  fellowship 
to  those  who  have  the  same  spirit,  but  a 
narrower  and  contracted  form.  We  have 
no  Shibboleth  to  utter.  We  have  no  rit- 
ualistic bed  on  which  to  stretch  or  shorten 
the  human  spirit.  We  have  no  old  judaistic 
skins  in  which  to  pour  the  new  wine  of  the 
Gospel.  We  give  to  every  church,  to 
every  man,  the  largest  possible  liberty.  In 
the  midst  of  a  sisterhood  of  Christian  de- 
nominations, we  boast  that  we  are  not  de- 
nominational. We  call  each  Christian 
brother — we  call  every  living  church  a  sis- 
ter church.    It  is  not  a  word  fellowship ; 


we  can  welcome  all  to  our  congregation,  to 
our  ordinances,  to  our  table.  We  love 
this  freedom  of  church,  a  freedom  to  give 
as  well  as  to  receive — to  give  the  hospital- 
ity of  our  pulpits,  our  sacraments  and  our 
charities. 

We  give  an  earnest  protest  against  sec- 
tarian exchisiveness,  and  ask  only  that  a 
man  should  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
order  to  our  communion.  We  nold  our- 
selves at  liberty  to  love  a  Pascal  and 
Fenelon,  a  Tillotson  and  Beveridge,  a 
Calvin  and  Luther,  a  Williams  and  Wesley. 
And  when  we  see  some  good  brethren  of 
other  churches  put  into  the  strait-jacket  of 
their  own  creeds  or  ritual,  and  kept  from  a 
hospitality  and  a  diarity  v/hich  Christ  re- 
quires, and  their  own  hearts  intensel}'  de- 
sire, by  their  ecclesiastical  order,  I  rejoice 
that  we  are  under  no  such  bondage,  and 
under  no  sad  necessity  to  prove  tliat  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God  only  nms  in  tlie 
veins  of  our  own  denoniination.  And  why 
should  not  an  unsectarian  church,  the 
oldest,  most  numerous  and  most  inde- 
pendent in  New  England,  by  far ;  rich  in 
members,  influence,  position  and  history  ; 
rich  in  the  records  of  the  living  and  in  the 
rolls  of  her  dead ;  with  no  necessity  of 
pleading  for  additions  to  her  numbers  with 
that  resistless  earnestness  with  which  a 
hungry  man  cries  for  bread,  and  with  a 
disposition  to  give  bread  to  all  that  per- 
ish, why  sh  )uld  not  such  a  church  have 
suitable  dwellings  for  its  sanctuaries?  Why 
should  not  the  garments  of  such  a  broad 
and  catholic  polity  be  of  Tyrian  dyes,  and 
its  habitation  be  fashioned  after  the  simil- 
itude of  a  palace?  And  we  have  reason  to 
bless  God  for  the  generous  Christian  en- 
terprise and  cultivated  Christian  taste 
which  are  coming  to  be  shown  in  the  mem- 
bers of  our  faith  and  order  jn  the  erection 
of  their  churches. 

Finally,  a  noble  material  temple,  such  as 
this,  is  prophetic.  It  suggests  and  fore- 
shadows a  future  history.  We  cannot  but 
have  been  struck,  as  we  entered  it  this 
morning,  with  a  building  so  simple  in  its 
plan,  yet  so  ornate  and  splendid  in  its  de- 
tail ;  so  lavishly  decorated,  and  yet  so  en- 
tirely useful  and  practical ;  such  a  beautiful" 


specimen  of  the  taste  and  art  of  our  time, 
and  yet  so  wholly  subservient  to  an  end  be- 
yond. I  should  misinterpret  the  spirit 
that  has  raised  these  walls,  if  I  should  bid 
you  mark  only  the  wealth  of  form  and 
color  that  meets  your  eyes,  or  ask  you  to 
contrast  it  with  the  primitive  models  of 
our  puritan  architecture.  We,  at  least, 
who  have  done  something  towards  raising; 
this  temple  of  God,  may  feel  that  its  beauties 
should  enrich  us  with  lessons  of  deeper 
and  more  practical  value  than  can  attach 
to  anything  which  can  be  measured  by  the 
eye  or  sense.  Its  real  interest  to  us,  lies 
in  its  future  and  in  its  results.  To  us,  and 
to  our  children,  it  may  be  indeed,  for  gen- 
erations, a  Bethany ;  the  home  of  Christ 
and  his  friends ;  a  place  of  wondrous  mir- 
acles and  benedictions ;  the  scene  of  large 
growths  oT  spiritual  character,  that  shall 
rival  the  cedars  of  Lebanon  or  the  palm 
trees  of  Olivet.  It  will  be  a  dear  house- 
hold name  which  shall  be  embalmed  in 
thoughts  and  feelings  as  fragrant  as  cluster 
about  the  old  Bethany  of  the  Son  of  God. 
The  hopes  and  dreams  of  the  past  are 
crystalized  into  stone.  We  shall  adrnire 
it  more  and  more,  love  it  more  and  more, 
as  it  becomes  associated  v/ith  all  that  is 
sacred  and  tender  in  our  spiritual  histories. 
Slowly  but  surely  it  will  be  the  nucleus  and 
habitation  of  a  family  of  Christ  which  shall 
be  ever  forming,  and  ever  separating  and 
re-forming  in  the  skies.  We  shall  count 
no  cosi  it-has  brought,  no  sacrifice  we  have 
made,  for.  we  have  sown  seed  here  that 
shall  bear  surcessive  harvests  of  ligiit  and 
peace  and  joy  while  the  world  stands.  We 
have  broken  the  alabaster  box  on  the  head 
of  our  Savior,  and  who  shall  say  that  it 
shall  have  no  memorial  in  thefliture?  It 
will  foster  a  large  generosity,  and  be  at 
once  the  proof  and  the  helper  of  benefi- 
cence-ift  the  cause  of  Christ.  It  will  wit- 
ness the  vows,  the  prayers  arxd  the  tears  of 
our  posterity,  and  its  manifest  presence 
will  bring  them  the  blessings  they  seek. 
To  thousands  of  eyes  and  imaginations  It 
will  sing  of  the  glory  of  the  upper  temple  ; 
that  glory  which  eye  hath  not  seen,  but 
which  the  eye  shall  yet  see  and  be  satis- 
fied.   It  will  help  our  thoughts  upward  in 
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their  flights,  and  earthly  architecture  ^vill 
be  the  symbol  to  us  of  the  heavenly,  the 
divine  pattern  of  that  which  is  in  the  king- 
dom of  God.  We  have  laid  these  stones 
and  spread  these  arches  and  traced  these 
colors,  not  as  a  show  of  veneration,  not  to 
put  our  love  on  exhibition,  not  to  assure 
men  that  we  believe  in  Christ,  and  can 
prove  our  faith  on  so  magnificent  a  scale  ; 
but  the  building  itself  is  a  part  of  our  com- 
munion with  Heaven.  It  is  an  invocation 
of  trust.  It  is  a  sentence  of  praise.  It  is 
a  hymn  we  sing,  a  prayer  we  offer.  It 
stands  in  a  line  with  the  Stone  of  Bethel, 
with  the  Shekinah  of  the  tabernacle,  with 
the  temple  on  Mount  Moriah,  "with  the 
synagogue  of  Nazareth,  with  the  upper 
chamber  where  the  bread  from  heaven  was 
the  food  and  the  blood  of  Christ  was  the 
wme,  and  with  the  room  at  Jerusalem, 
where  the  tongues  of  nre  preached  at  ihe 
dedication  of  Christendom,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  inaugurated  the  visible  church  for 
the  nations.'' 

And  if  any  object  that  all  this  richness 
is  needless,  we  say  more,  that  it  prefigiu'es 
to  our  dull  sense  a  wider  and  grander  glory 
than  we  see.  It  is  a  mortal  means  to  an 
immortal  end.  It  lifts  our  gross  under- 
standing. It  images  a  beauty  that  tran- 
scends it.  It  is  the  hinder  part  of  the 
glory  that  is  inconceivable.  It  is  the  gate 
of  Heaven  and  the  vestibule  of  the  Holy 
of  Holies.  It  signifies  more  than  we  can 
at  once  receive.  It  is  a  stray  fragment  of 
the  upper  temple,  a  Gloria  in  Excelsis, 
amid  the  loud  din  and  stir  of  the  world 
around  it.  And  each  sweet  melody  or 
prolonged  harmony  of  the  princely  organ 
is  but  a  foretaste  of  that  music  whose  won- 
drous noise  fills  the  wide  spaces  of  Heaven. 
Here  we  stand  but  on  the  threshold  of 
music.  The  infinite  combinations  of  the 
two  thousand  pipes  of  this  instrument  can 
never  be  made  by  the  most  skillful  mortal 
player.  The  loftiest  art  can  never  com- 
pass a  tithe  of  its  harmonies.  There  is  no 
sound  without  its  significance,  no  organ 
without  its  antitype.  And  v.hen  this  in- 
strument accompanies  the  simplest  hymn 
^■hich  comes  from  the  lips  of  childhood,  or 
^-'^'^e  i^rand  old  hallelujah  chant  of  Asaph, 


or  prayer  of  David's,  or  pours  forth  its 
melodious  strains  like  the  rolling  of  a  river 
or  the  rushing  of  a  tide,  I  know  it  is  a 
faint,  yet  but  the  faintest  type  of  thatsurg- 
ing  flood  of  sound  which  shall  fill  the 
heavens  when  the  redeemed  and  the  angels 
shall  open  the  seven-fold  choms  of  halle- 
lujahs and  harping  symphonies.  The 
solemn  grandeur,  or  plaintive  melody,  or 
jubilant  exultation  of  its  manifold  combi- 
nations, are  a  feeble  prophecy  of  v.-hat  that 
music  will  be  when  the  voice  of  the  whole 
church  of  God,  the  twelve-fold  *  chorus  of 
Israel's  ransomed,  shall  join  with  all  the 
trumpets  and  harps  sounding  on  the  other 
side,  in  the  unimagined  crescendo  and  glo- 

o  o 

rious  dechachord  of  Eternity.  Thus  we 
read  the  future  in  the  present,  and  the 
teniple  of  to-day  is  a  prophecy  of  that  wor- 
ship and  that  temple, 

"Whou  all  the  halls  of  Zion 
•For  aye  shall  be.  complete. 
And  in  the  laud  of  beauty 
All  tliiugi.  of  beauty  meet, 

Where  tears  are  ever  banished 
And  smiles  have  no  alloy. 
With  jasper  glow  thy  bulwarks. 

Thy  courts  with  emeralds  blaze. 
The  tardius  and  the  topaz 
Uuite  in  tliee  their  rays; 
Thine  ageless  walls  are  bonded 

With  amethyst  unpriced, 
Thy  Saints  build  up  its  fabric. 
And  the  Corner  Stoue  is  Christ." 

And  now  what  wait  we  for.^  What  re- 
mains but  that  you  should  perfect  your 
work?  If  this  building  is  to  be  all  and 
more  than  we  pray,  or  think ;  if  it  is  to  be 
the  habitation  of  God  and  the  fountain  of 
nameless  blessings  to  you  and  to  your 
children  to  the  last  generation  ;  if  He  who 
dwells  in  the  highest  Heavens  is  to  make 
it  His  tabernacle,  and  in  very  deed  dwell 
with  us,  and  vouchsafe  His  spiritual  pres- 

i  ence,  power  and  glory  in  His  temple,  I  now 

j  call  upon  you  to  offer  to  Him  this  build- 
ing, and  dedicate  it  to  His  sole  service, 

I  and  to  the  honor  and  praise  of  His  dear 

I  Son. 

]  [The  keys  were  here  presented,  and  the 
:  building  offered  for  dedication,  by  D.  Taft, 
I  Esq.]  _  •  ■ 

Acceptance  and  Dedication, 

By  Prof.  M.  H.  Buckham. 
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We  receive  this  building  at  your  hands. 
I  ask  you  now  to  rise  and  stand  upon  your 
feet,  as  we  offer  it  as  our  gift  to  Ahiiighty 
God,  and  dedicate  it  to  the  Father,  the 
Son  and  the  Moly  Ghost.  With  one  ac- 
cord let  us  consecrate  it  to  the  Master's 
glory,  to  Christ  and  the  Church.  And  as 
the  dedication  of  the  church  is  vain  with- 
out the  solemn  consecration  of  the  wor- 
shippers too,  I  call  upon  you  all  to  dedi- 
cate }Ourselves  to  the  service  of  God. 
To  Him  may  your  souls  be  dedicated. 
To  Him  may  your  bodies  be  dedicated. 
To  Him  may  your  spirits  be  dedicated. 
And  that  He  may  graciously  accept  this 
solemn  act,  I  call  upon  you  all  now  to  pray. 

Anthem. 

l^enediction,        By  Rev,  L.  Tcnney. 

Missionaries  : — Mrs.  Sarah  Coleman, 
married  Etastus  Dean  of  Salisbury,  and 
went  from  this  Ch.urch  to  the  Cherokee 
^^ission  about  40  or  50  years  since,  Mrs. 
Emeline  (Bradshaw)  Dodge,  and  Mrs. 
Coleman,  who  married  Freder'k  Ellsworth. 
Samuel  Mosely  from  this  place  went  to 
the  Choctaw  Mission,  and  Mrs.  Lucinda 
(Washburn)  Wright,  who  married  a  mis- 
sionary not  from,  this  State. 

ART  AND  NATURE — VERMONT  IN  SUMxMER. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  art.  It  is  the 
province  of  man's  genius.  It  is  the  realm 
of  his  skill  and  intelligence.  But  we  have 
a  greater  love  for  nature.  It  is  the  prov- 
ince of  God's  genius,  the  realm  of  his  in- 
finite intelligence  and  power.  He  never 
paints.  He  creates.  The  glory  and  sweet- 
ness and  marvels  of  life  are  the  effects  of 
His  handiwoi  k.  In  perpetual  change  in  har- 
mony with  invariable  law  He  finds  the  se- 
cret and  hiding  of  His  power.  There  are 
some  galleries  of  art  that  are  especially  in- 
teresting. The  Louvre  ravishes  the  inexpe- 
rienced eye.  But  the  Dresden  and  Floren- 
tine halls  never  weary  the  cultivated  vis- 
ion and  the  instructed  taste.  Men  travel 
across  the  sea,  time  and  again,  to  look 
upon  these  triumphs  of  human  genius. 
There  are  bright  pictures  in  other  gal- 
leries worth  the  price  of  an  European 
tour  to  look  at  but  once.  The  mar- 
riage of  St.  Catherine,  and  the  infant  Sa- 


viour in  the  Vatican,  haunts  the  mem- 
ory like  an  imperishable  dream.    A  few 
great  paintings   in  certain   salons  stand 
out  from  all  the  rest  like  the  face  of  Denner 
in  the  Imperial  collection  at  Vienna ;  or  a 
few  unsurpassed  art  collections  attract  the 
attention  of  all  tourists,  like  the  Academy 
of  St.  Luke  in  Rome.   And  it  is  the  same  in 
nature.   A  few  regions  God  has  made  more 
beautiful  than  others.    His  hand  has  fash- 
ioned some  dreams  or  symbols  of  heaven 
in  certain  landscapes  of  earth.    And  we 
have  always  thought  that  the  Almighty  in- 
tended, when  He  formed  the  hills  of  Ver- 
mont, and  shook  out  the  green  drapery  of 
the  forests  over  their  sloping  shoulders, 
and  made  them  fall  in  folds  like  the  robe 
of  a  king  along  their  sides,  to  give  us  a  dim 
picture  of  the  new  creation  and  the  celes- 
tial realm.    Italy  is  a  land  of  rarer  sunsets 
and  deeper  sky,  of  haunting  songs  and 
grander  memories  ;  Switzerland  is  a  region 
of  more  towering  sublimity  and  unapproach- 
able grandeur,  but  in  all  the  galleries  of 
God,  there  is  none  that  so  shows  the  ex- 
quisite genius  of  creative  art ;  the  blending 
of  all  tliat  is  beautiful  and  attractive,  with 
nothing  to  terrify  the  eye  ;  the  mingling  of 
much  of  the  material  glory,  both  of  the 
earth  and  the  heavens,  with  so  little  to  ap- 
pall the  sense.    Vermont  in  summer  is  the 
Almighty's  noblest  gallery  of  divine  art. 
We  never  traverse  its  valleys  or  climb  its 
hills,  in  this  sv/eetest  of  all  mouths ;  we 
never  lie  down  on  the  banks  where  the  wild 
thyme  blows,  or  under  the  shade  of  the 
balsam  or  the  fir  ;  we  never  trace  the 
mountain  streams  and  watch  for  the  silver 
flashes   which   tempt   the  silent,  gentle 
angler,  who  "handles  his  Worm  tenderly," 
to  throw  his  fly ;  we  never  penetrate  the 
secret  places  in  the  heart  of  the  hills,  or 
watch  the  pleasant  wooing  which  is  always 
going  on  in  shady  places  between  the  rip- 
pling waters  and  the  ash,  the  beech  and 
the  willow,  wdiich  bend  to  kiss  them  as 
they  pass,  without  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
riches  of  God,  and  an  irrepressible  wish  to 
share  them  with  our  friends  vshose  sense 
of  beauty  is  mainly  nurtured  at  human 
sources. — Rev.  Mr.  Lard  in  the  VermotU 
Watchnan. 
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•*THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  MESSIAH." 
INDEPENDENT. 
REV.  J.  KD^VARD  WRIGHT. 

It  seems  appropriate  to  introduce  a 
sketch  of  tills  society,  with  some  account 
of  Unitarian  and  Universalirt  v/ork  done 
in  Montpelier  before  1864.  "In  an  ac- 
count of  the  religious  condition  of  the  town 
previous  to  i8ir,  the  late  Rev.  Chester 
Wright  stated  that  previous  to  1800,  there 
had  rarely  been  any  preaching  except  by 
the  Methodists  ;  that  the  increased  popula- 
tion from  1800  was  divided  into  various 
sects,  the  largest  number  professing  Uni- 
versalism.'"  Among  the  prominent  men 
among  the  first  settlers  who  avowed  them- 
selves Universalists  were  Gen.  Pearley 
Davis  and  his  brother  H-ezekiah,  Capt. 
StcphenToster,  Mr.  Arthur  Daggett,  Ks- 
quiiC  Sibley,  and  Capl.  Isaac  Putnam. 
Rev.  Paul  Dean,  who  was  the  Universalist 
minister  in  r^arre  in  1808,  and  for  some 
years  thereafter,  preached  occasionally  in 
Montpelier,  as  did  other  ministers  of  that 
sect  from  time  to  time.  Universalists  par- 
ticipated, under  the  leadership  of  Gen. 
Davis,  in  building  the  Union  meeting- 
house, at  the  Center  of  the  town,  at  an 
early  date.  Later,  they  effected  a  sep- 
arate organization,  and  built  a  substantial 
brick  house  of  worship  at  the  East  village, 
and  later  still,  the  same  society,  while  con- 
tinuing to  use  the  brick  house,  built  an- 
other, of  wood,  at  the  North  village.  "  The 
following  list  of  Universalist  preachers  in 
Montpelier,  has  been  gathered  from  Wal- 
ton's Register :  1833,  John  M.  Currier; 
1834,  John  M.  Austin  ;  1835,  B.  H.  Fuller, 
J.  Wright;  1836,  J.  Wnght;  1837, '38, 
John  Gregory;  1839,  J-  Wright,  J.  Boy- 
den  ;  i84o-'66,  Eli  Baliou  ;  1867,  '70,  J.  O. 
Skinner;  187 1,  Eli  Ballou." 

But  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  all 
of  these  ministers  were  engaged  in  preach- 
ing in  Montpelier  during  the  years  set 
against  their  names.  No  doubt  all  re- 
sided here,  and  some  of  them  preached 
within  the  limits  of  the  old  town  of  Mont- 
pelier, but  som.e  were  employed  elsewhere. 

For  some  17  years  ^jreceding  1830,  little 
or  nothing  was  done  to  sustain  Universal- 
ism  in  this  town ;  but  about  the  year  1831,  ' 


a  society  was  organized  in  what  is  now 
Montpelier,  prominent  in  which  were  such 
m.en  as  Wooster  Sprague,  (who  started 
the  enterprise,)  Simeon  S.  Post,  Dr.  J.  Y. 
Dewey,  Richard  W.  Hyde,  Alfred  Wain- 
wright,  Araunah  Watennan,  Mahlon  Cot- 
trill,  Edward  Brown,  Joel  Goldsbury,  and 
General  Shubael.  Flint.  The  Rev.  John 
M.  Austin  served  as  pastor  of  this  society 
forsome  3  years,  when  he  was  called  to  Dan- 
vers,  Mass.  The  meetings  were  held  in 
the  old  State  House,  near  the  present  Pa- 
vilion. After  Mr.  Austin  left,  the  society 
had  no  regular  meetings  ;  but  occasionally 
a  meeting  was  held  by  them  in  the  Mason- 
ic Hall,  the  Rev.  John  E.  Palmer  of  Barre, 
and  the  Rev.  Russell  Strecter,  and  others, 
occupying  the  desk  from  time  to  time,  until 
1840,  when  Rev.  Eli  Baliou  bought  '-The 
Christian  Repository,",  and  removed  from 
Stowe  to  Montpelier  to  edit  and  publish  it. 
He  preached  a  part  of  the  time  for  several 
months  after  coming  to  town,  in  Masonic 
Hall,  but  found  himself  too  much  occupied 
otherwise,  to  justify  his  continuing  the  ef- 
fort. In  1851,  he  obtained  the  assistance 
of  Rev.  John  S.  Lee,  (now  Prof,  in  Canton 
Theological  School)  ;  a  new  society,  called 
"The  Liberal  Christian  Church,''  was  or- 
ganized ;  and  meetings  were  regularly  held 
for  2  years  in  the  "Free  Church,-'  (now 
"  Capital  Hall,")  the  first  year  by  Messrs. 
Baliou  and  Lee,  alternately,  the  second 
yeai-  by  Mr.  Baliou  alone.  But  the  dis- 
couragements proved  too  great  to  be  over- 
come, and  another  long  period  of  inaction 
followed. 

Very  few  Unitarian  ministers  had  ever 
been  heard  in  Montpelier ;  and  only  occa- 
sionally had  an  avowed  Spiritualist  given 
a  lecture,  or  a  "seance."  Among  the  for- 
mer the  .Rev  G.  W.  Burnap,  D.  D.^  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  (whose  sister  was  the 
mother  of  our  honored  townsmen,  Charles 
and  George  Reed),  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Liver- 
more  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  the  Rev.  Chas. 
Brooks  of  Plingham,  Mass.,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ingersoll  of  Burlington,  preached  here 
at  different  times. 

But  in  October  of  1864,  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Allen,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in 
1S58,  and  of  Meadville  Theological  School 
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in  1864,  began,  in  the  spirit  of  a  missiona- 
ry, to  hold  meetings  in  iMontpelier,  to 
which  "liberal  christians"  of  whatever  de- 
nomination, were  especialiy  invited.  The 
congre^^ation.-^  met  first  in  Village  Hall," 
but  soon  permission  was  obtained, — (not 
w'ithout  opposition  however), — to  occupy 
the  Court  House ;  and  for  more  than  a 
year  the  meetings  were  held  there.  The 
number  who  assembled,  hardly  miore  than 
a  dozen  at  first,  rapidly  increased.  A  so- 
ciety was  formed  in  Dec,  1864,  under  the 
title  of  "The  Mcntpelier  Independent 
Meeting  House  Society In  March  of  the 
next  year  Mr.  Alien  was  ordained  in  the 
"Pirick  Church,"  Rev.  R.  P.  Stebbins, 
D.  D.,  preaching  the  sermon.  The  society 
soon  proceeded  to  build  a  house  of  worship 
on  the  norLli-west  corner  of  Main  and 
School  streets,  which  was  dedicated  Jan. 
25,  1S06,  uiidei  the /laiuc  of  *'  "]"he  Ciiurch 
of  the  iKessiah,"  Rev.  F.  Fiothinghara 
preachiiig  ti.*:  sermon.  The  cost  of  the 
site,  the  building,  and  the  organ  was  about 
$20,000. 

"The  Covenant  of  Christian  Fellov;ship 
in  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,"'  adopted 
May  19,  1867,  reads  as  follows:  "We 
write  our  names  to  this  Covenant  in  the 
faith  and  fehowship  of  Christian  disciples; 
trusting  in  God  our  Father  in  heaven,  ac- 
cepting the  Crospel  of  Christ  as  our  sover- 
eign law,  and  resolving,  by  the  help  oi 
God,  to  iiv(  in  honesty  and  charity  with 
all  men,  and  in  Christian  faithfulness  with 
one  another." 

Among  those  active  in  the  organization 
of  this  society  were  Ric]:ard  W.  Hyde, 
Col.  Levi  Boutvvell,  Hon.  Vy.  G.  Ferrin, 
Joel  Foster,  Jr.,  Flon.  Nelson  A.  Chase, 
Hon.  Daniel  Baldwin,  Hon.  Charles  Reed, 
George  W.  Fceed,  Dr.  G.  N.  Brigham,  H. 
S.  Loomis,  L.  B.  Himtington,  Pev.  Dr. 
Eli  Ballon,  Albert  Johonnott,  George  Wat- 
son, W.  F.  Braman,  Hon.  J.  A.  Wing, 
and,  in  most  cases  the*\Yives  of  these  gen- 
tlemen. 

While  the  society  was  yet  occupying  the 
Court  House,  they  organized  a  Sunday 
school,  which  has  been  at  various  dates 
under  tlie  superintendence  of  the  pa.^tors, 
and  Hon.   Charles  Reed,  Hon.  N.  A. 


Chase,  Messrs.  Geo.  W.  Wing,  Joel  Fes- 
ter, Jr.,  Albert  Johonnott,  and  Fred  Blan- 
chard.  Its  library  contains  [1881]  over 
500  bound  volumes,  besides  pam.phlets. 
The  teachers  and  scholars  on  its  roll  have 
together  numbered  for  several  years  about 
140,  tliough  the  attendance  has  only  occa- 
j  sionaliy  exceeded  100.  The  number  of 
families  connected  with  the  society  through 
seme  or  all  of  their  m.embers  is  over  200 -  . 

Mr.  Allen's  paston:ite  continued  about  5 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1869,  he  obtained 
I  leave  of  absence  for  a  trip  to  Europe,  and 
i  the  Rev.  J.  Edv/ard  Wright,  a  native  of 
Montpeiier,  was  engaged  to  supply  his 
place  for  a  year.  While  away,  Mr.  Alien 
tendered  his  resignation,  w^hich  was  ac- 
cepted, and  Mr.  Wright  beca.me  the  pas- 
tor, and  yet  continues  in  that  position. 

The  society  has  never  been  embarrassed 
by  any  considerable  debt ;  and,  altho'com.- 
posite  in  its  membership,  comprising  Uni- 
tarians, Universaiists,  some  Spiritualists, 
and  not  a  few  formerly  associated  with  dif- 
ferent "orthodox"  denominations,  has 
throughout  its  existence  enjoyed  remarka- 
ble harmony,  and  almost  uninterrupted 
prosperity.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be 
given  to  Mr.  Allen  for  the  hopefulness  and 
zeal  with  which  he,  unsummoned,  began 
the  enterprise,  and  for  the  energy,  and 
tact,  and  persistence,  and  untiring  activity 
with  which  he  labored,  gathering  the  peo- 
ple together,  uniting  them  with  a  common 
purpose,  inspiring  them,  with  the  convic- 
tion that  they  could  build  a  church,  and 
communicating  to  them  his  own  spirit  of 
faithfulness  and  se4f-sacriiicing  devotion. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  PvEPOSITORY. 

In  18.33  Rev.  John  M.  Austin,  then  pas- 
tor of  a  Universalist  Society  in  Montpeiier 
village,  and  Rev.  B.  H.  Fuller,  bought 
"The  Universalist  Watchman  and  Chris- 
tian Repository,"  of  Rev.  William  Bell, 
who  had  published  it  a  few  years  in  Wood- 
stock, and  changed  the  place  of  pubhcation 
to  IMontpelier.  Mr.  Austin  dissolved  his 
connection  with  the  paper  in  a  short  time, 
on  his  removal  to  Danvers,  Mass.,  but  Mr. 
Fuller  continued  the  publication  two  or 
three  years,  when  he  sold  half  his  interest 
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to  Rev.  John  Moore  of  Lebanon,  N.  XL 
The  paper  was  removed  to  Lebanon,  and 
published  there  a  year  or  two  by  Messrs. 
Moore  and  Fuller.  Then,  about  the  year 
183S,  Rev.  Josei'h  Wright  became  the  pro- 
prietor, and  MontpeHer  was  again  made 
the  place  of  pubhcation,  Rev.  John  E. 
Palmer  and  others  co-operating  with  Mr. 
Wright  in  the  work. 

.  In  January,  1840,  Rev.  Eli  Bahou,  then 
of  Stowe,  purchased  the  paper  and  contin- 
ued its  publication  regularly  as  a  weekly 
journal  during  30  years,  or  until  May,  1870, 
when  he  sold  it  to  the  •*  Boston  Universal- 
ist  Publishing  House,"  and  thus  the  paper 
was  merged  in  "  The  Universalist,"  known 
at  the  present  date  as  "The  Christian 
Leader.'^ 


-1   /-r\---  ■: 


CHRIST  CHURCH,  MONTPELIER,  V^. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH. 
BY  HIRAM  ATKINS,  ESQ. 

The  first  confirmation  in  Montpelierwas 
in  1S39,  "^^'hen  Bishop  Hopkins  visited  the 
Capital,  and  administered  that  apostolic 
rite  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  Metho- 
dists, to  Mrs.  S.  P.  Redfield,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Richardson  and  Hon.  Isaac  F.  Redheid ; 
the  first  of  these  being  at  that  time  the 
only  person  in  Montpelier  reared  in  the 
Church. 


In  1S40,  Christ  Church  Parish  was  im- 
perfectly organized,  and  reported  to  the 
Diocesan  Convention  iu  September  by  Mr. 
George  B.  Manser,  a  candidate  for  holy 
orders,  there  being  four  confirmations  that 
year.  In  1S41  the  first  parish  meeting  v/as 
held,  and  George  B.  Manser,  Isaac  F. 
Redficld,  J.  Y.  Dewey,  S.  P.  Redfield, 
A.  C,  Pierce,  H.  N.  Baylies,  and  Daniel 
Baldwin,  were  elected  vestrymen.  S.  P. 
Redfield  served  15  years,  until  1858,  and 
Dr.  J.  Y.  Dewey  from  1841  until  187 1,  ex- 
cept from  1866  to  '68,  when  he  was  at  his 
own  request  excused  from  service.  During 
Dr.  Dewey's  last  two  years  of  service  he 
was  senior  warden. 

In  1842  the  parish  was  represented  in  Di- 
ocesan Convention  by  George  B.  Manser, 
a  lay  delegate.  Sept.  21,  1842,  Mr.  Manser 
was  made  a  deacon,  and  took  charge  of 
the  parish.  During  this  year  it  was  fully 
or«:anized,  and  the  work  of  buildin«:  a 
church,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
"Pxiverside"  building,  set  about,  thefunds 
being  raised  by  subscription  and  sale  of 
pews.  Dec.  29,  1842,  the  church  was  con- 
secrated, and  regular  service  commenced 
Jan.  15,  1843.  June  7,  Mr.  Manser  was 
advanced  to  the  priesthood,  and  became 
Rector.  The  Diocesan  Convention  met  in 
iMontpelier,  Sept.  20,  1843,  and  Hon. 
Isaac  F.  Redfield  represented  the  parish  as 
I  lay  delegate,  being  the  first  regular  del- 
I  egate.  In  1845,  the  first  contribution  for 
j  church  work  outside  was  made  by  the 
I  parish — $12.70,  the  sum  not  being  so  im- 
portant as  the  spirit  of  the  gift  was  signifi- 
cant. In  1846  the  ladies  of  the  parish 
raised  $100  for  a  bell. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Manser  resigned  his  charge, 
the  place  being  temporarily  filled  by  Rev. 
F,  W.  Shelton,  who  oflficiated  for  Mr. 
Manser  8  months,  from  Oct.  1847,  to  June, 
1S48.  The  following  September,  Mr. 
Manser  returned,  but  finally  resigned  in 
1849,  and  Jan.  18,  1850,  the  Rev.  E.  F. 
Putnam  became  rector-  During  this  year 
the  bell  in  the  tower  of  the  present  church 
was  procured,  at  a  cost  of  ^250.  In  1849, 
Hon.  Timothy  P.  Redfield  was  elected  a 
vestryman,  and  has  served  continuously  to 
the  present,  having  been  senior  and  junior 
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warden  several  years,  lay  delegate  to  the 
Diocesan  Convention,  and  lay  delegate  to 
represent  the  Diocese  in  the  General  Con- 
vention. In  1S50,  Hon.  Charles  Dewey 
was  chosen  a  vestryman,  and  has  held  the 
position  almost  continuously  until  the 
present  time,  and  he  is  now  senior  warden. 
In  1850,  the  parish  had  increased  in  num- 
bers enough  to  entitle  it  to  two  lay  del- 
egates in  the  Diocesan  Convention,  and 
Messrs.  T.  P.  Redneld  and  Chas.  Dewey 
were  the  first  who  went  there  together, 
This  year,  Hon.  S.  B.  Colby  was  chosen 
one  of  the  vestry,  and  remained  a  member 
of  it  until  the  election  of  1864,  when  he 
was  not  re-elected,  having  removed  to 
Washington,  D.  C,  to  assume  the  duties 
of  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  position 
he  filled  until  his  decease  in  1867. 

In  1852,  the  debt  was  reported  reduced, 
and  cxtiiiguisLcd  in  1865.  The  first  Sun- 
day in  June,  1S54,  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Putnam, 
who  was  a  much-loved  rector  of  the  par- 
ish, died  at  St.  Albans,  having  been  com- 
pelled by  ill  health  to  previously  resign  his 
rectorship,  and  upon  the  parish  records  is 
spread  a  sincere  and  warm  testimonial  of 
the  high  esteem  and  true  affection  felt  for 
him.  Nearly  30  years  have  elapsed  since 
his  departure,  but  his  memory  is  still  green 
in  the  hearts  of  the  people  then  here.  The 
day  of  Mr.  Putnam's  decease.  Rev.  F.  W. 
Shelton  became  rector,  and  remained  as 
such  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  he  re- 
signed. 

Aug.  3,  1866,  Rev.  Daniel  Crane  Roberts 
was  elected  rector,  and  the  same  month 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  position.  Mr. 
Roberts'  resignation  was  accepted  May  8, 
1869,  and  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Harris,  D.  D., 
was  chosen  rector  Aug,  30,  1869.  Dr. 
Harris  resigned  late  in  1870,  and  Rev. 
Andrew  Hull,  D.  D.,  was  elected  rector 
March  20,  1871.  Dr.  Hull  was  rector  of 
the  parish  until  the  summer  of  1879,  when 
his  resignation  of  May  12,  iS79,.took  ef- 
fect. Oct.  13,  1879,  Rev.  Howard  Fremont 
Hill,  of  Concord,  N.  FI.,  the  present  incum- 
bent, vras  elected  rector. 

Of  the  seven  rectors,  the  first  three  are 
dead.  In  the  sermon  of  Dr.  Shelton, 
which  follows  this  sketch.  Dr.  Manser  and 
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Rev.  Mr.  Putnam  are  spoken  of  as  their 
good  v/ork  deserved,  and  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Shelton  is  delightful  to  all  who  knew 
that  good  man. 

The  first  recorded  baptism  is  that  of 
Berkeley  Baldwin,  infant  son  of  Dr.  F.  W. 
McDowell,  though  12  baptisms  had  been 
previously  reported.  The  first  recorded 
marriage  is  that  of  Mr.  James  T.  Thurston 
and  Miss  Fanny  Witherell.  The  first 
marriage  by  Mr.  Shelton  was  that  of  Mr. 
Charles  Dewey  and  Miss  Betsey  Tarbox, 
May  3,  1S48. 

Among  the  earlier  vestrymen  we  find 
the  names  of  R.  S.  How^ard,  afterwards 
rector  at  Woodstock,  Homer  W.  Heaton, 
Esq.,  C.  W.  Bancroft,  George  Langdon, 
E.  P.  Scribner  and  others.  But  those 
most  closely  identified  with  the  parish  in 
this  relation  are  S.  P.  Redfield,  who  served 
from  1843  to  '58,  and  was  junior  warden  in 
1844,  and  senior  warden  from "1845  to  '52  ; 
J.  W.  Ellis,  who  has  been  vestryman  most 
of  the  time  since  1845,  many  years 
junior  warden  or  senior  Avarden  ;  Stoddard 
B.  Colby,  vestryman  in  1848  and  junior 
warden  from  tl«it  time  until  1850,  and 
again  in  '58 ;  and  Hon.  Roderick  Richard- 
son, now  of  Boston,  who  was  a  vestryman 
and  senior  warden. 

The  present  vestry  consists  of  Hon. 
Timothy  P.  Redfield,  Charles  Dewey,  J. 
VV.  Elhs,  Fred  E.  Smith,  Fliram  Atkins, 
Edward  Dew^y,  L.  P.  Gleason,  Geo.  E. 
TapHn,  and  H.  :  Taplin,  Jr.  Mr.  I.  P. 
Dana  was  elected  a  vestryman  in  1879  and 
re-elected  in  1880  and  1881,  but  is  not 
novv  a  member  of  the  vestry,  having  re- 
signed when  he  removed  from  the  Parish. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  now  junior  warden, 
was  first  chosen  vestryman  in  1864;  Mr. 
Atkins  in  1868;  Mr.  Edward  Dewey  in 
1871  ;  Mr.  L.  P.  Gleason  in  1876;  Mr.  G. 
E.  Taplin  in  1876;  Mr.  Dana  and -Mr. 
H.  N.  Taplin,  Jr.,  in  1879. 

Mr.  Truman  C.  Phinney  was  chosen  ves- 
tryman in  1853,  and  held  the  position  till 
he  declined  further  service ;  he  was  also 
for  several  years  junior  warden. 

In  1866,  the  parish,  voted  to  erect  anew 
church,  and  efficient  measures  were  at 
once  taken.     Liberal  subscriptions  were 
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made  by  the  leading  men  of  the  parish, 
seconded  in  their  Jiberality  by  those  less 
wealthy.  The  S.  B.  Colbyestate,  on  State 
street,  opposite  the  Court  House,  was  se- 
ciTcd,  nno.  the  work  commenced.  The 
church  v.as  consecrated  June  2,  1868. 
(See  introductory  view.) 

The  ground  plan  includes  nave  and 
aisles,  chancel,  organ  chamber  and  sac- 
risty, the  tovrer  being  engaged  in  the  north- 
ern end  of  the  east  aisle.  Exterior,  108 
by  55  feet;  tower  and  spire,  100  feet;  in- 
terior—  nave,  22  feet  wide,  separated  by 
two  colonnades  from  the  two  aisles,  each 
II  feet  wide;  chancel  17  feet  wide  by 
23  deep ;  whole  exterior,  except  roof 
and  clerestory,  light-colored  Barre  and 
Berlin  gra^iite ;  aisle  walls  v.ithout  but- 
tresses;  clerestory,  timber  slatted  outside. 
The  north  front  is  the  most  imposing  part 
of  the  exterior.  The  tower  is  -of  three 
stages,  a  single  leaf-door  in  the  lowest, 
two  long,  narrow,  glazed  lights  in  the 
second,  three  equal  belfry  windows  in  the 
third;  the  belfry  stage,  a  plain  square; 
below,  double  buttresses  at  the  angles, 
running  into  a  massive  blocking  of  the  wall 
at  the  base,  which  gives  an  effect  of  sin- 
gular strength  and  solidity.  A  similar 
character  is  given  to  the  buttress  on  the 
opposite  angle  of  the  north  end.  The 
tower  is  surmounted  by  a  broach  spire, 
crowned  with  a  well-carved  finial,  all  stone 
to  the  top.  The  main  doorway  is  of  two 
leaves,  in  the  middle  of  the  north  end,  with 
jamb  shafts  and  mould  arch.  In  the  gabie 
is  a  round  window,  with  three  spherical 
triangles  containing  three  bold  trefoils, 
the  interspaces  being  filled  with  quatre- 
foils  and  smaller  openings.  The  coped 
gable  is  covered  with  a  very  bold,  large, 
plain  cross  of  stone — the  only  cross  on 
the  exterior.  On  entering  the  interior,  the 
effect  of  loftiness  is  far  in  advance  of  one's 
expectations  from  seeing  the  exterior  alone. 
The  nave  and  aisles  are  of  five  bays:. the 
chancel  of  two  ;  the  apparent  length  of  the 
nave,  increased  by  an  arch  at  the  north 
end,  like  and  opposite  the  bold  aad  well- 
marked  chancel  arch.  The  columns  are 
Your  shafts  in  clusters,  w'lih  mouldings  be- 
tween, the  arches  resting  on  them  corre- 


spondingly moulded.  The  aisle  windows 
are  single  lights  in  each  bay.  The  chancel 
arch  is  well  worked  ;  chancel-rail  and  wain- 
scot, altar — which  stands  out  from  the 
wall — in  black  walnut ;  seats  in  the  nave, 
doors,  etc.,  black  ash  and  black  walnut,  in 
their  natural  tmts. 

The  organ  chamber,  on  the  west,  opens 
by  a  narrow  arch  in  the  church,  and  by  a 
broader  one  into  the  nave  ;  the  organ  is  a 
fine  and  powerful  instrument.  Thereof  is 
ceiled  in  three  coats,  the  centre  one  being 
the  narrowest.  The  framing  of  the  prin- 
cipals shows  within,  with  braces  and  span- 
drils  of  open  tracery ;  and  similar  braces 
run  longtitudinally  along  the  purlines,  from 
principal  to  principal,  these  timberings 
adorned  with  color,  the  whole  ceiling  other- 
wise a  light  blue.  The  windows  are  filled 
with  stained  glass,  the  altar  window,  the 
largest,  having  three  lights  under  a  traceried 
head ;  the  central,  widest  light,  the  full- 
length  figure  of  our  Lord  blessing  the 
chalice.  The  evangelistic  symbols  and 
other  emblems  fill  the  side  lights  and  head 
of  the  vvindow ;  clerestory  windows  of 
chancel,  nave  and  northern  rose  window, 
pattern  glass  of  rich  colors  ;  aisle  windows 
all  with  borders  of  colors,  each  an  em- 
blem in  the  head,  otherwise  filled  with 
stencilled  quarries;  font  near  the  sacristy 
door,  Vermont  marble. 

The  architect  was  J.  J.  R.  Randall,  of 
Rutland;  the  builder,,  P.  Trow,  of  Mont- 
pelier.  The  painting  was  done  by  N. 
Osgood  Snow,  of  Montpelier.  The  marble 
for  the  font  was  the  gift  of  Hon.  Pitt  W. 
Hyde,  and  the  beautiful  and  appropriate 
design  was  from  the  pencil  of,  and  fur- 
nished by,  Rev.  John  Henry  Hopkins. 
The  cost  of  the  church  was  over  $30,000  ;- 
the  only  subscriptions  received  from  out- 
side the  parish  were :  In  New  York, 
George  Bradshaw,  $1,000  ;  M.  M.  Kellogg, 
$500;  George  R.  Thompson,  $150;  E.  S. 
JafFrey,  $75.  In  Philadelphia,  Jay  and 
PI.  D.  Cooke,  $400.  In  Washington  City, 
from  Charles  Knapp,  $200.  In  Burling- 
'  .ton,  from  V.  P.  Noyes,  $100.  No  small 
part  of  the  credit  due  for  the  perfectness 
with  which  the  work  was  completed  be- 
longs of  right  to  Judge  Richardson  and 
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bis  associates  of  the  building  committee, 
Col.  f'red  E.  Smith  and  the  late  Carlos 
Bancroft,  Esq.  The  last  of  the  building 
debt  was  extinguished  some  years  since. 

In  1843,  there  were  15  communicants; 
in  1863,60;  in  1606,  77.  I'lie  statistics 
for  1 88 1  show:  Families,  86,  comprising 
266  individuals  ;  individuals  not  included 
in  families,  30 ;  total,  296;  baptisnis  for 
the  year,  i6;  confirmation:;,  6;  communi- 
cants, 129 — males  44,  fenipJes  85  ;  Sunday- 
school  teachers,  6;  pupils,  67. 

Th2  follo'^ving  sermon.,  by  Dr.  Shelton, 
preached  Sept.  3,  iS6^,  is  inserted,  as  his  - 
torically valu^.ble  in  that  it  shows  well 
wliat  manner  of  nien  v;ere  the  three  de- 
ceased rectors  of  this  church  : 

Sf.rimon  BY  Dr.  Sheltox,  1865. 
"  Return,  we  beseech  thee,  O  God  of  hosts  : 

this  vine.  So  will  net  we  go  back  from  thee  ; 
quicken  us,  and  we  will  call  upon  thy  name." 

Fs.  So :  14,  1 8. 

A  few  words  will  suffice  to  explain  the 
?.llusion  contained  in  the\above  passage. 
The  kingdom  of  Israel  is  spoken  of  under 
the  similitude  of  a  vine  w  hich  was  of  God's 
own  planting.  It  had  taken  root,  and 
flourished  abundantly,  put  forth  its  lively 
shoots,  green  leaves  and  blossoms  and 
borne  its  ripe  fruit.  But  it  was  subject  to 
vicissitudes,  as  of  wind  and  weather,  and 
evil  elements,  sometimes  its  branches  were 
lopped  off,  not  by  the  careful  pruning 
hand,  but  by  the  act  of  violence^  yet  the 
root  was  strong,  and  hearty,  full  of  life 
blood,  ready  to  spring  up  with  greater  vig- 
or than  before.  The  Jewish  people  w^ere 
not  like  some  rough,  ra.nk  offshoot,  but 
chosen  of  God  himself  as  a  peculiar  race 
to  whom  he  would  manifest  his  peculiar  fa- 
vor, they  were  a  choice  vine  in  the  wilder- 
ness, growing  up  under  the  golden  sun- 
shine and  dews  of  Heaven. 

Under  the  same  similitude  Christ  al- 
ludes to  himself.  "I  am  the  vine.  Ye 
are  the  branches."  He  was  the  main 
stock,  the  root,  the  source  of  life,  and  sus- 
tenance and  vigor.  His  disciples  every 
where  were  b-it  so  many  parts  and  mem.- 
bers  of  the  same.  After  the  Jewish  church 
had  fulfilled  its  mission,  the  root  still  ex- 


isted, though  all  the  former  branches  were 
razed  to  the  ground.    The  Saviour  in  .his 
Divine  nature  was  the  root  of  David,  even 
as  in  his  generation,  he  was  according  to 
human  genealogy,  David's  otTspring.  7"he 
primitive  christian  church,  from  this  iiu- 
planted  ineradicable  root  sprang  up  like  a 
tender  vine.    In  its  incipient  growth,  in 
its  subsequent  stages,  up  to  the  present 
time,  it  has  been  subject  to  every  vici-'-\si- 
tude  of  the  outer  elements ;  but  the  good 
Father  has  been  the  husbandman  and  has 
ever  v/atched  over  it,  and  he  has  promised 
that  he  will  do  so  with  a  kindly  care.  The 
rank  reeds  and  vegetation  of  the  world 
have  tried  to  choke  it  in  its  dwindled  es- 
tate, to  draw  away  its  sustenance,  pressing 
upon  it,  overtopping  it,  and  casting  it  in 
their  baleful  shade,  but  deep  down  and  ; 
fixed  the  vital  germ  has  remained,  and  ; 
only  gathered  strenglh.    The  enemy  has  ; 
sowed  tares  all  around  it,  hoping  if  they  | 
would  not  extract  the  life,  that  the  origi-  j 
nal  plant  would  be  torn  up  in  the  effort  to  | 
exterminate  the  thick  tares.    But  the  man-  | 
date  went  forth  to  the  husbandman  to  do  i 
not  that,  but  the  plant  could  grow  and  i 
flourish  still  amid  the  elements  of  evil,  { 
until  the  harvest  time.    Sometimes  the  ! 
sword  of  violence  was  applied,  or  the  fires  j 
raged  so  as  to  destroy  apparently  aearly  j 
every  branch,  and  budding  offshoot,  and  : 
all  which  remained  above  the  ground.  1 
The  destruction  thus  far  was  permitted  j 
only  that  the  future  exuberance,  and  fruit-  j 
age,  of  the  vine  might  be  greater.    The  | 
sword  could  not  lop  any  closer ; — the  fire  j 
with  its  devouring  breath  could  not  pene-  j 
trate  any  deeper.    It  is  the  very  province  ! 
of  Christ,  illustrated  by  his  own  brillant 
career,  to  bring  up  life  out  of  death,  and  a 
resurrection  of  glory  out  of  dust  and  ashes.  : 
Now  the  branches  of  the  original  plant  are  | 
over  all  the  earth,  though  still  liable  to  be  ! 
broken  off  by  storms,  and  to  be  left  bleed-  j 
ing.  The  church  was  small  among  elements  j 
which  were  apparently  great ;  it  was  weak  | 
among    those    which    were    apparently  1 
mighty.    It  is  elsev.here  in  scripture  lik- 
ened to  the  minutest  of  seeds.   "  The  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  mustard 
seed,  which  a  man  took  and  sowed  in  his  j 
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field,  which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all  seeds, 
but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is  the  greatest 
among  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that 
the  birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the 
branches  thereof."     (J/u//.  xiii.  :  31.) 

Every  body  of  believers  wherever  found, 
every  organized  church,  every  distinct 
collection  of  disciples  in  which  Christ's 
ministry  is  maintahied,  to  whom  His  Gospel 
is  preached  and  His  sacraments  are  admin- 
istered, may  still  be  likened  to  a  vine,  which 
the  great  husbandman  himself  has  caused 
to  be  planted  in  such  a  ground,  or  in  such 
a  locality,  and  has  committed  to  his  ser- 
vants to  wa:ch  over  it,  and  however  small  it 
may  be  at  the  start,  however  it  may  be 
liable  to  dangers^  or  vicissitudes,  however 
imperfect  may  be  the  culture,  if  it  be  a 
true  offshoot  of  Christ,  it  must  flourish,  be- 
cause it  draws  its  life  blood  from  the  very 
source  of  life.  This  little  body  of  disciples, 
this  cluuch  established  in  our  very  midst, 
which  not  only  professes  the  pure  doctrines, 
but  is  named  by  the  very  name  of  Christ, 
is  a  vine, — even  yet  in  its  incipient  growth, 
but  planted  by  the  hand  of  faith— which 
has  already  borne  some  fruit,  and  under 
the  fostering  smiles  of  the  Divine  favor,  it 
is  hoped  and  believed  that  it  will  do  so  far 
more  abundantly.  It  has  experienced  its 
struggles,  its  trials,  its  changes,  its  difficul- 
ties, its  retardments  in  a  soil  originally  un- 
congenial to  it  in  some  of  its  inherent  char- 
acteristics, and  to  its  peculiar  form.  I 
propose  now  to  refer  to  the  phases  of  its 
history  thus  far,  to  look  back  upon  it  from 
its  original  start,  to  gather  up  a  few  facts 
and  statistics  from  its  scanty  memorials, 
that  we  may  see  what  have  been  the  deal- 
ings of  God  with  it  in  its  hitherto  humble 
career,  and  what  may  be  its  hopes  and 
promise  for  the  future.  If  such  a  contem- 
plation, in  a  sketch  however  feebly  drawn, 
shall  serve  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  at- 
tachment with  you  v/ho  are  members  of  this 
Church  of  Christ,  to  awaken  a  renewed  in- 
terest in  its  welfare,  to  stimulate  your  ef- 
forts to  promote  its  future  growth,  to  ani- 
mate your  zeal,  to  confirm  your  courage, 
and  to  keep  you  ever  more  firmly  knit  to- 
gether in  one  body,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit 
and  in  the  bond  of  Peace,  then  whatever 


may  occur  to  one  who  has  so  long  ministered 
imperfectly  among  you,  this  labor  v/ill  not 
be  in  vain.  And  that  it  miay  not  be,  is  n\y 
humble  and  sincere  prayer. 

On  the  8th  of  Sept.,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1840,  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  this 
town  associated  themselves  together  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  ministry  of 
the  Gospel  and  maintaining  public  worship 
in  conformity  with  the  constitution  and 
canons  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church 
in  the  Diocese  of  Vermont,  and  they  adopt- 
ed, received,  and  promised,  entire  con- 
formity to  the  aforesaid  constitution  and 
canons.  The  docum.eat  v/hereby  they 
tlius  associated  themselves  together,  is 
signed  by  Isaac  F.  Redfield,  Julius  Y. 
Dt-we),  Geo.  B,  Manser,  H.  N.  Baylies, 
J.  W.  Ellis,  Geo.  Langdon,  C.  W.  Ban- 
croft, Wm.  Upham.,  Charles  Dewey,  and 
some  others  who,  altho'  not  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  society,  gave  it  their  good 
will,  their  influence,  and  pecuniary  sup- 
port. On  Easter  Monday,  Anno  Domini 
1 841,  the  church  was  fully  organized  under 
the  title  and  designation  of  Christ  Church 
and  a  vestry  elected,  Geo.  B.  Manser  be- 
ing senior  and  Isaac  F.  Redfield  junior 
warden.  Soon  after  a  lot  was  secured,  the 
present  church  edifice  was  erected,  and  on 
the  29th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1842,  it 
was  at  the  request  of  the  wardens  and  ves- 
try duly  consecrated  to  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John 
Henry  Hopkins  D.  D.,  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese,  according  to  the  rites,  usages  and 
services  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States,  and  about  that  time, 
or  shortly  after,  the  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Manser 
entered  upon  his  duties  as  the  first  Rector. 
In  this  connection  he  continued  uninterrupt- 
edly until  the  fall  of  1847,  being  then  ab- 
sent for  a  few  months  at  the  South,  acting 
as  assistant  Rector  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hanks 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Shelton  of  the  Diocese  of  New 
York,  who  had  recently  received  orders, 
was  invited  to  supply  his  place  until  his 
return,  which  occurcd  in  the  sprir.g  or 
summer  of  the  year  following,  184S.  On 
July  16  of  the  same  year,  having  received 
a  call  to  another  field,  Mr.  Manser  tendered 
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his  resignation  to  the  wardens  and  vestry, 
who  passed  a  resokitlon  conveying  to  him 
their  '  unfeigned  thanks  for  his  faithful  care 
and  useful  labors,'  assuring  him  at  the  same 
time  of  tlieir  '  friendly  confidence  and  sin- 
cere rega.rd.'  As  i  had  the  liappiness  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  him  during  my 
first  brief  residence  in  this  place,  and  was 
for  some  tin\e  a  guest  under  his  roof,  and 
,  after  an  interval  of  soine  years  was  again 
frequently  associated  with  him  in  kindly 
intercourse,  it  affords  me  a  melancholy 
satisfaction  in  this  place  to  recall  your  first 
exxellent  Rector  to  remembrance,  and  to 
pay  to  his  worth  a  passing  tribute.  To  a 
man  of  his  innate  modesty  and  sensibility 
his  position  Avas  sufficiently  trying  in  being 
the  first  to  officiate  here,  and  in  entering 
■  upon,  to  him,  a  strange  and  untried  field. 
He  had  heretofore  been  an  active  member 
oi  the  CouL;iCi;advjiial  .o0.ict\-,  and  as  a 
wprmly  religious  man  had  been  identified 
with  the  same,  and  entered  zealously  into 
the  performance  of  whatever  appeared 
conducive  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  Educa- 
ted, moreover,  to  the  profession  of  the 
I  law,  he  had  more  or  less  to  do  with  the 
j  confiicting  claims  of  persons  in  this  vicin- 
•  ity.  His  views  with  regard  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  church  having  undergone  a 
change,  and  his  convictions  becoming  at 
last  fixed,  he  voluntarily  relinquished  a  pro- 
fession which  would  yield  him  a  much  bet- 
ter support,  and  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, entered  the  ministry  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  and  became  your  first 
Rector.  His  position  was  more  difficult, 
and  the  embvarrassments  wherewith  he  had 
to  contend  were  greater  than  those  of  any 
who  succeeded  him.  With  what  patience 
he  bore  his  burdens,  and  with  what  fideli- 
ty he  performed  his  work,  can  be  attested 
"by  many  who  now  hear  me.  They  knew 
well  the  tenderness  of  his  feelings,  liis 
warm  sympathies  and  aflections,  the  right- 
ness  of  his  intentions,  the  disinterested- 
ness and  purity  of  his  heart.  They  knew 
where  to  find  him  in  the  dark  hour  of  ca- 
lamity, and  he  pro\'ed  at  all  times  a  genial 
and  warm  hearted  friend.  Pie  made 
worldly  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  the 
church,  and  his  name  and  memory  and 
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example  are  now  cherished  in  grateful  re- 
membrance. Shortly  after  his  retirement 
from  this  parish,  he  was  called  to  the  Rec- 
torship of  St.  Peter's  church  at  Benning- 
ton, where  he  likewise  performed  a  good 
work,  modestly  pursuing  his  course,  and 
while  yet  in  the  vigor  of  life  v.  ith  the  pros- 
pect still  of  many  years  of  usefulness,  he 
was  smitten  with  disease,  and  full  of  faith 
and  hope  and  joy,  expired  on  the  17th  day 
of  November,  1862.  Resolutions  of  affec- 
tion, regret  and  of  tender  sympathy  v/ith 
his  family  were  passed  by  the  vestries 
of  St.  Peter's  at  Bennington,  and  of  Christ 
Church  iMontpelier,  as  well  as  by  the  con- 
vention of  the  Diocese,  of  which  he  was 
for  many  years  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
decease,  the  efficient  secretary.  Plow  long 
an  interval  elapsed  after  the  departure  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Manser  from  this  parish  before 
the  vacancy  was  supplied  does  not  appear 
on  the  records,  but  the  Rev.  Edward  F. 
Putnam  was  as  early  as  June,  1850,  acting 
as  its  rector,  and  in  this  connection  he 
continued  to  within  a  few  months  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  at  St.  Albans,  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  June,  1854.  By  a  sin- 
gular coincidence,  on  that  same  day  this 
church  was  re-opened  after  an  intermission 
of  its  regular  sevices  for  some  time,  and  he 
v;ho  now  addresses  you,  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  Rector.  Thus  the  worship  of 
this  church  was  again  renewed  at  the  very 
hour  when  the  s  Dul  of  this  excellent  man 
was  entering  in^o  the  glories  of  heaven. 
It  was  not  my  happiness  to  be  personally 
acquainted  with  him,  but  with  regard  to 
his  christian  devotion,  the  warmth  of  his 
sympathies  and  the  excellence  and  amiabil- 
ity of  his  character,  there  is  but  one  senti- 
ment among  the  members  of  this  parish. 
He  was  not  only  . a  sincere  christian,  but 
on  principle  and  conviction  a  strict  and 
decided  churchman.  Though,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  not  brillant  as  a  preacher, 
he  was  efficient,  active,  and  zealous  in  the 
work  of  the  parish,  and  his  memory  like- 
wise will  long  be  gratefully  cherished  by 
this  people. 

For  myself,  I  am  but  the  third  rector 
since  the  foundation  of  this  parish,  both  of 
the  former  ones  having  already  entered 
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into  their  rest.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  my  entering 
into  orders  has  been  passed  in  your  midst. 
I  stand  not  here  at  this  time  to  record  its 
varied  experience,  its  phases  of  personal 
joy  and  sorrow.  I  have  shared  with  you 
alike  in  the  seasons  of  pleasure  anC-  of  bit- 
terness. The  friendships  which  I  have 
formed  here  will  be  cherishea  during  my 
life.  I  can  only  regret  that  I  have  accom- 
plished so  little,  but  I  shall  drop  a  few 
tears  on  this  vine,  and  pray  that  with 
better  tending  its  branch  may  be  green 
and  vigorous  forever. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  you  to  hear  a 
few  statistics,  after  which  I  shall  su2:2:est 
what  occurs  to  me  as  suitable  to  be  said, 
at  your  present  stnte  of  progress,  and  if  I 
can  think  of  anything  v.  hich  would  tend  to 
your  future  good,  will  venture  to  .speak 
boldly. 

The  early  records,  as  is  very  apt  to  be 
the  case  in  the  first  struggling  origin  of  a 
parish,  are  deficient.  They  have  no  doubt 
heea  made,  but  the  papers  have  been  lost 
or  mislaid.  There  are  no  transcripts  of 
either  deaths,  baptisms  or  confirmations, 
although  there  must  have  been  many. 
There  are  those  of  marriages  only.  Con- 
sequently, I  cannot  present  the  sum  total 
which  ought  to  be  rendered.  The  defi- 
ciency as  to  mere  numbers  could  be  sup- 
plied, if  I  l^ad  at  hand  a  full  file  of  journals 
of  the  Convention,  of  which  several  copies 
for  reference  ought  to  be  on  hand,  at  least 
with  the  rector  and  w^ardens.  That  I  have 
not  saved  them  carefully,  is  my  own  fault, 
which  must  here  be  acknowledged.  That 
in  accurate  business  habits  I  am  decidedly 
deficient,  those  who  have  known  me  as 
long  as  you  have,  will  bear  me  witness, — 
I  have  got  no  head  for  them. 

During  the  incumbency  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Manser,  20  couples  were  united  by  him  in 
the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony.  Deaths, 
baptisms  and  confirmations,  as  I  have  said, 
are  not  recorded. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Putnam..  9  couples  were 
united  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matrimony,  43 
persons  were  baptized,  and  during  his 
term  of  office  17  were  confirmed  by  the 
Bishop. 


During  my  own  rectorship  there  have 
been  31  marriages,  67  baptisms,  and  50 
confinnations. 

Thus,  altogether,  since  the  foundation 
of  the  parish,  60  couples  have  been  mar- 
ried according  to  the  rites  of  the  church. 
There  have  been,  so  far  as  the  records  in- 
form us,  107  baptisms  and  67  confirma- 
tions. 

This  record  I  quote,  not  to  rejoice  in  its 
fulness,  not  to  glory  in  the  fruits,  but 
simply  to  tell  the  truth  in  its  meagreness. 
Perhaps  more  work  might  have  been  done, 
and  more  ought  to  have  been  done.  These 
are  only  the  beginnings  and  first  fruits.  If 
only  thus  few  have  been  baptized  and  con- 
firmed in  the  most  holy  faith,  yet  these  re- 
sults are  not  unimportant.  God  only  knows 
what  ble.ssed  influences  may  spring  from 
these  few  persons  if  they  only  lead  the 
rest  of  their  lives  according  to  such  a  be- 
ginning. Not  a  single  rite  has  been  per- 
formed of  which  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
estimate  the  multiplied  and  diversified  in- 
fluences. What  can  be  more  beautiful 
and  impressive  than  the  marriage  service 
according  to  the  ritual  of  the  Episcopal 
Cluirch  ?  Who  can  go  away  without  tears 
from  the  quiet  altar,  or  fail  to  feel  the 
holy  benediction  which  is  bestowed  on  the 
heads  of  the  young  couples,  and  can  they, 
however  thoughtless,  have  ever  gone  away, 
and  the  particular  form  in  which  this  cer- 
emony was  celebrated,  according  to  the 
church,  have  had  no  effect  upon  their 
after  lives?  Will  nothing  proceed  from 
the  acts  of  those  who  have  brought  their 
children  in  faith  to  the  baptismal  altar ;  and 
when  you  have  witnessed  the  beautiful  rite 
of  confirmation,  and  have  heard  the  pa- 
triarchal benediction  pronounced  therein, 
have  you  considered  that  this,  notwith- 
standing its  temporary  impressions,  was' 
but  a  mere  empty  show?  Let  me  tell  you 
that  feeble  as  are  the  human  agencies, 
little  as  we  can  boast,  few  as  are  the  nu- 
merical results  which  we  can  show,  there 
is  nc^  an  act  which  has  been  seriously  and 
reverently  p-.  rfnrmed  in  this  church,  during 
these  two  score  years,  which  will  not  work 
with  a  never-ending,  and  still  widening  in- 
fluence.   Thos.e  who  have  kneeled  with 
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you  at  this  altar  in  times  gone  by  are  scat- 
tered everywhere.    They  are  thousands  of 
miles  away,  but  they  remember  what  was 
done  here,  and  they  are  inspired  thereby 
with  pleasant  thouphts  and  sweet  afiec- 
tions,  and  away  off  in  the  wide  prairie, 
I        or  some  remote  wilderness,  they  go  and 
j       plant  an  oftshoot  of  the  little  vine  which 
I        they  have  helped  to  nurture  here ;  and 
j        that,  too,  will  grow,  and  leave  out,  and 
j        blossom,  and  bear  fruit  abundantly. 
1  But  let  us  furtlier  review  our  course  thus 

I        far.    This  church,  in  the  aggregation  of 
j        its  first  members,  consisted  of  a  mere  nu- 
cleus.   It  was  so  very  small  and  -v.-eak  as 
hardly  to  excite  in  the  minds  of  others  not 
attached  to  it,  the  apprehension  that  it 
;        would  encroach  unduly.    Those.tirst  mem- 
j        bers  were  not  men  of  great  wealth.  The 
j        most  of  them  had  not  been  educated  or 
j        brought  up  in  the  Episcopal  Cimrch.  Col- 
I       lected  around  them  there  were  a  few  others 
*        who  lent  countenance  and  material  sup- 
port.   Some  came  from  mere  personal  re- 
gard for  those  who  have  in  turn  adminis- 
tered to  you ;  some  from  a  sentiment  of 
I        predilection  for  the  mild,  genial,  liberal 
!        and  uncensorious  spirit  of  the  Episcopal 
!        Church ;  others  from  a  true  admiration  of 
her  forms  of  prayer  and  iiturgic  worship. 
They  were  drawn  by  all  these  causes  rather 
I        than  by  a  particular  perception  or  regard  for 
i  ^      her  apostolic  constitution  or  distinctive 
!        principles.     It  was  not  a  homogeneous 
i        society.    Many  who  had  a  distinct  faith  of 
•;        their  own,  differing  in  important  particulars 
from  our  confessed  standard  of  doctrine, 
very  kindly,  ^nd  with  a  very  liberal  spirit, 
notwithstanding  this  -  difference,  gave  of 
their  means  and  do  to  this  day.    And  I 
:        take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  if  some  few 
of  them,  not  many  it  is  to  be  hoped,  should 
i        go  out  from  this  fold,  where  they  can  find 
■        those  precise  shades  of  doctrine  which 
they  profess  to  hold,  we  should  be,  in  turn 
to  them  as  individuals,  well  wishers,  and 
rather  remember  their  kind  offices  in  the 
past  than  feel  inclined  to  censure  them  for 
what  they  may  choose  to  do,  and  have  a 
right  to  do  in  the  future.     For  myself, 
,      -  they  will  have  my  personal  esteem  and  re- 
j        gard.    The  smallness  of  your  numbers  was 

I 


then  Ihe  first  drawback,  but  that  was  pre-  i 
cisely  the  same  as  attached  to  the  first 
origin  of  Christianity  itself.    Outside  of 
the  pale  there  was,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
the  usual  amount  of  prejudice  and  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  those  from  j 
whom  we  difter  in  constitudon  and  gov-  | 
ernment,  rather  than  in  essential  Chris-  I 
tian  doctrine.     This  might    have  been  | 
greater  had  not  your  first  rectors  been  men  | 
of  placable  temper  and  of  good  judgment.       | . 
A  rash,  zealous,  impracticable  churchman  j 
might  have  destroyed  this  new  project  in  I 
the  embryo.  I 
In  the  book  of  your  records  there  is  fre-  ] 
quentallusion  to  a  church  debtunliquidated, 
and  discussion  of  m.eans  and  steps  to  be  j 
taken  to  wipe  it  out,  for  no  society  can  | 
make  satisfactory  progress  with  an  over-  '  i 
hanging  debt.    Such  was  the  condition  of  I 
things  in  1854,  when  I  tirst  entered  upon  1 
the  duties  of  rector.    Of  the  remaining  | 
matters  it  is  now  more  difficult  and  delicate  | 
for  me  to  speak,  yet  you  will  expect  that  • 
something  should  be  said.    The  society  i 
was  then  small;  it  is  so  still,. for  it  is  yet  • 
comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and  those  ; 
who  have  gone  before  me,  as  well  as  my-  ; 
self,  have  been  only  pioneers.    The  best  i 
years  of  my  life  and  the  best  fruits  of  my  | 
education  have  been  given  here,  with  very  1 
imperfect  results  for  the  present,  but  when  1 
better  men  shall  come  after  me,  they  will  | 
reap.    The  past  will  not  have  been  in  vain.  j 
For  eleven  years  I  have  administered  in 
this  parish,  and  though  neither  very  strong  1 
or  very  robust,  have  been  kept  from  this 
desk  but  one  Sunday  by  sickness.  It 
might  be  alleged,  and  no  doubt  justly, 
that  it  might  have  been  possible  for  me  to 
have  advanced  the  cause  of  the  society 
with  more  onset  and  vigor.    You  have  had 
the  best  opportunity,  by  the  longest  ac- 
quaintance with  me,  to  know  those  im-  | 
perfections  which  are  bound  up  in  my  very  j 
nature.    At  the  same  time  I  trust  it  will  | 
not  be  considered  indehcate  if  I  refer  to  \ 
some  of  the  general  principles  which  I  i 
have  endeavored  to  follow  out  in  the  di- 
rection of  this  parish.    Here  there  is,  we 
may  say,  a  comparatively  fixed  populadon 
with  regard  to  numbers — not  otherwise, 
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for  our  young  people  are  drained  ofF'when 
they  might  be  of  service  to  us,  and  go  to 
coiitiibute  their  energies  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mighty  V/est.  There  is  no 
st.rplus  population  as  in  some  teeming, 
overflowing  town,  Vv'here  an  active,  bustling 
minister  could  go"forth  into  the  streets  and 
alleys  and  gather  a  flock .  The  ground  had 
been  pre-occupied  by  religious  bodies,  with 
their  prescriptive  limits  well  defined,  and  a 
mere  proselyting  spirit  would,  it  seems  to 
me,  have  accomplished  little  in  attempting 
to  cross  these  bounds,  nor  have  1  directly 
or  knowingly  interfered  with  any  one's 
rights,  or  wounded  any  in  their  preposses- 
sions or  prejudices.  Spasmodic  move- 
ments of  any  kind  have  not  been  tried, 
but  the  quiet,  regular  routine  of  the  church 
in  the  regular  administration  of  the  ser- 
vices and  sacraments,  on  all  the  principal 
appointed  days  throughout  the  year,  wheth- 
er fasts  or  festivals,  has  been  trusted  to 
work  its  slow,  steady,  but  ultimately  sure, 
results.  With  thin  numbers,  and  an  in- 
clement season  nearly  half  the  year — mem- 
bers of  the  pprish  living  at  far  distances— 
I  have  not  attempted  to  carry  out  the  cathe- 
dral system  of  the  church  to  any  greater  ex- 
tent ;  firstly, because  in  a  given  time  I  am  on- 
ly capable  of  accomplishing  a  given  amount 
of  intellectual  work,  and  secondly,  be- 
cause, in  my  judgment,  our  present  circum- 
stances did  not  seem  to  warrant  it.  While 
no  great  stickler  for  n)inute  forms,  nice  in- 
terpretation, and  slavish  adherence  to  ru- 
brics, or  to  whatever,  according  to  my  own 
common  sense,  I  regard  of  small  moment 
compared  with  weightier  matters,  I  have 
endeavored  to  conform  to  the  general  sys- 
tem of  the  church  in  all  its  essential  par- 
ticulars— but  that  I  should  stand  up  here 
and  assert  that  I  have  performed  my  full 
duty,  God  forbid.  Outside  of  official  min- 
istrations it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  keep 
tlie  members  of  this  flock  together  by  the 
cords  of  kindly  fellowship,  in  the  unity  of 
spirit  and  in  the  bonds  of  peace  ;  to  assuage 
differences  and  to  heal  wounds.  Of  the 
sacred  ties  which  have  connected  me  to 
many  in  a  place,  where,  notwithstanding 
my  mistakes  or  faults,  there  has  been  ac- 
corded to  me  so  long  an  almost  unequalled 


kindly  sentiment,  I  do  not  propose  to  speak 
now.  Inconsequence  of  new  movements, 
you  have  reached  a  phase  which  will  call 
for  the  exercise  of  your  best  judgment,  and 
I  would  desire  to  state  correctly  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  parish  now  stands.  The 
church  debt,  which  had  been  an  incubus 
from  the  foundation,  has  been  cleared  away. 
There  is  not,  to  my  knowledge,  a  cent  of  it 
remaining.  This  is  not  due  to  my  activi- 
ties, but  to  those  of  others,  yet  it  is  a 
source  of  gratitude  to  me  that  it  has  been 
done  in  my  time.  You  have  an  organ  of 
the  finest  tone  and  most  perfect  workman- 
ship, and  the  constancy  and  effect  with 
which  the  attractive  musical  services  of  the 
church  have  been  maintained,  has  been 
extraordinary  for  a  parish  of  limited  extent 
and  means,  and  is  knov/n  and  acknowledg- 
ed throughout  the  State.  In  the  Capital, 
where  many  resort,  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  the  Episcopal  services  should 
be  rendered  as  perfectly  as  means  will 
permit,  in  all  their  parts. 

With  regard  to  numbers  at  present,  of 
those  directly  or  indirectly,  from  principle 
or  from  preference,  attached  to  this  church, 
there  are  more  than  enough,  when  fully 
brought  together,  to  fill  all  these  seats. 
You  have,  infact,  sufficient  strength  for  the 
day  and  generation — only  comparative 
weakness.  The  root  is  firmly  implanted 
in  the  ground.  It  cannot  be  torn  up — by 
the  grace  of  God — no,  never.  You  who 
have  stood  by  when  that  germ  was  sown, 
may  live  to  rejoice  in  the  luxuriant  foliage 
and  fruitage  of  the  vine.  But  you  must 
give  to  it  a  m.ore  assiduous  culture.  There 
must  be  more  corps  ^/Vs/;7'/— above  all, 
more  ardent  affection  for  the  cause  of 
Christ,  as  well  as  for  this  church  of  Christ 
— more  perfect  co-operation,  unity  of  pur- 
pose and  brotherly  love.  Perhaps  with 
even  a  little  interval  of  flagging  despond- 
ency, the  slow  work  of  years  might  be  un- 
done. Stand  together  with  more  decision 
than  you  have  done  before,  and  you  are 
stronger  than  you  ever,  have  been. 

An  edifice,  strong,  subsfanlial,  beautiful 
in  architectural  proportions,  will  be  built 
at  some  time  after  I  am  gone.  I  should 
have  accounted  it  an  honor,  had  you 
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chosen  to  accord  it,  not  to  a  stranger,  but 
to  me,  who  have  spent  here  the  best  portion 
of  my  life,  to  see,  at  least,  tlie  incipience 
of  that  undertaking.  But  perhaps  at  sorne 
future  day  when  I  shall  come  here,  my 
v_>v,.  ;:.iy  --f^n  by  th-^-.tipering  spire, 

surmounted  by  t'iie  cross,  and  my  ears 
charm(  d  b;.  the  si.^und  of  musical  chimes 
on  the  clear  m.ountain  air,  upon  some 
golden  Sunday  or  on  some  festive  holiday. 

Present  or  absent,  my  thoughts  shall 
often  recur  to  these  courts  endeared  to  me, 
not  only  by  mournful,,  but  by  all  pleasing 
,  and  delightful  associations,  and  I  shall  hope 
to  join  with  you  in  the  same  prayers  which 
we  have  repeated  to-day,  and  to  have  my 
soul  uplifted  by  tlie  same  sacred  melodies. 
I  It  will  be  a  great  trial  of  my  life  to  part 
i  with  you,  and  I  trust  tliat  I  can  say  with 
the  Psalmist  David,  when  he  e.xpressedhis 
joy  at  boiri"-  called  on  to  go  up  to  the 
sanctuary,  and  vvhen  he  extolled  the  Holy 
City — "  Pea'^e  be  within  thy  v.  alLs,  and 
prosperity  within  thy  palaces.  For  my 
brethren  and  companions'  sakes,  I  will  now 
say,  Peace  be  within  thee." 

REV.   FREDERICK  W.  SlIELTON,  LL.D. 
BT  H.  A.  HUSE. 

Frederick  W.  Shelton  was  born  in  Ja- 
maica, Long  Island,  in  18 14,  and  died  at 
Carthage  Landing,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1881. 
He  was  the  son  of  Nathan  Shelton,  an 
eminent  physician.  Plis  preparation  for 
college  M'as  at  the  Jamaica  Institute,  and 
he  graduated  from  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  Princeton,  and  from  the  General 
Theological  Seminary.  He  was  ordained 
in  1847,  and  was  rector  successively  in 
Huntington,  L.  1.  ;  Fishkill,  N.  Y. ;  Mont- 
pelier  ;  and  Carthage  Landing,  (Low  Point,) 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  He  for  some 
months  in  1848  officiated  in  Montpelier  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Manser,  and  was  rector 
of  Christ  Church  from  1854  to  1866.  Dr. 
Shelton  went  from  here  to  Carthage  Land- 
ing, where  he  remained  rector  till  his 
death.  His  home  at  Carthage  Landing 
was  beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson,  and  his  situation  there  was 
one  well  suited  to  a  man  Ox' thoughtful  and 
genial  temperament. 


He  left  a  widow  and  two  sons.  Mrs. 
Shelton,  who  now  lives  in  Carthage  Land- 
irig,  was  Rebecca  R.  S.  Conkling,  daugh- 
ter of  David  S.  Conkling,  (a  brother  of 
Judge  Alfred  Conkling,)  vs'ho  married  Isa- 
bella Fletcher,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Fletcher 
of  the  r>ritish  Army,  who  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Fletcher,  the  dramatist.  Of  thesi.K 
children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shelton,  four  are 
dead.  The  two  oldest,  born  in  New  York 
city,  died  of  scarlet  fever  in  Montpelier  the 
second  year  after  they  came  here ;  a  baby.. 
8  months  old,  also  died  in  Montpelier. 
The  second  year  after  they  went  to  Car- 
thage Landing,  a  boy  of  thirteen  died. 
The  two  youngest  sons  are  now  living,  and 
are  in  business  in  Omaha.  The  older  of 
them  graduated  at  Trinity  College,  Hart- 
ford, in  1879. 

Dr.  Shelton  was  a  man  of  marked  influ- 
ence on  the  parishes  of  v.'hich  he  had 
charge,  and  this,  thougli  he  had,  and  none 
knew  it  better  than  he,  but  little  of  what 
is  known  as  executive  or  business  ability  in 
his  make-up.  His  preaching  was  of  the 
best,  and  his  own  life  was,  in  its  Christian 
graces,  a  model. 

Dr.  Shelton's  writing,  whether  in  ser- 
mon or  in  book,  had  many  charms  for  all 
who  heard  or  read.  In  an  article  in  the 
"Churchman"  of  July  23,  1881,  is  found 
the  following : 

One  might  say  that  Dr.  Shelton's  literary 
faculty  amounted  almost,  if  not  absolutely, 
to  genius.  His  invention  was  fertile  and 
various,  his  fancy  delicate,  and  his  humor 
ever  fresh  and  delightful.  His  mind  was 
of  tlje  same  type  with  Washington  Irving's, 
although  it  was  marked  by  a  mystical  force 
and  teiidency,  evinced  by  the  romance  and 
allegory  it  gave  birth  to,  which  the  elder 
and  greater  writer  has  not  exhibited.  While 
a  collegian  he  became  a  contributor  to  the 
Knickerbocker  Magazine,  then  and  for 
many  years  afterward  the  chief  organ  of 
American  periodical  literature.  liefore 
he  came  of  age,  Bartlett  &  Melford  pub- 
hshcd  for  him  a  satire  in  rh)me  entitled, 
"  Trollopiad  ;  or.  Travelling  Gentleman  in 
America,"  annotated  with  sketches  of  the 
series  of  foreign  travellers  whose  flippant 
descriptions  of  the  land  of  freedom  once 
provoked  the  ire  of  our  native  writers. 
Besides  many  papers  buried  under  the 
covers  of  divers  magazines,  he  published 
"Gold  Mania,"  1S50;  "The  Use  and 
Abuse  of  Reason,"  1850,  and  other  minor 


4?o 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


works,  and  "  Salander  and  the  Dragon — a 
romance,"  1851  ;  "The  Rector  of  St.  Bar- 
dolphs,"  1S53.  (second edition,  1856)  ;  "Up 
the  River/'  1853;  "  Chrystailine ;  or.  The 
Heiress  of  Fall  Down  Castle — a  romance,'^ 
:S5--;  -P:cp3  frcir;  the  Bc^f^y;  or,  The 
Parish  Sketch  Book,"  1855,  (second  edi- 
tion, 1856.)  Latterl}' he  has  spent  much 
time  and  labor  upon  a  translation  of  sev- 
eral of  the  "Dialogues  of  Plato,"  and  it  is 
believed  that  his  manuscript  is  ready  for 
the  press.  It  should  also  be  said  that  his 
sermons  were  characteristic  compositions, 
original  in  thought,  brightened  often  by 
unconscious  strokes  of  humor  and  quicken- 
ed by  touches  of  genuine  pathos.. 

Among  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
clergy  present  at  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Shel- 
1    ton,  was  one  in  which  they  said,  "we  bear 
i    our  willing  and  grateful  testimony  to  the 
I    delightful  personal  character  of  our  dear 
I    friend,  to  the  exquisite  charm  of  his  con- 
ver^-tior,  t-.  his  g.^3:i"l  l^o^pitality,  to  the 
':    high  principle  which  singularly  distinguish- 
ed him,  and  to  the  sweetness,  humility  and 
devotion  of  his  Christian  life  and  walk." 

;.  Two  weeks  after  his  death,  a  committee, 
!'  consisting  of  Charles  Dewey,  Fred  E. 
Smith,  J.  W.  Ellis  and  T.  C.  Phinney,  for 
the  wardens,  vestry  and  parish  of  Christ 
Church,  said  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Shelton,  of 
which  a  copy  is  spread  upon  the  parish 
records : 

We  remember  the  loyal  service  which  he 
did  for  Christ  while  Rector  in  this  Parish. 
We  recall  ho","  he  faithfully  ministered  the 
sacraments  o-.  life.  We  think  of  the  in- 
structions which  his  lips  gave  and  his  walk 

!  enforced.  We  review  the  memory  of  his 
presence  when  joy  was  warm  and  fresh  in 
our  homes,  and  when  sorrow  brooded 
heavily  upon  us.  We  think  of  him  as  the 
genial  friend  who  was  with  us,  and  whom 
we  rejoiced  to  have  with  us.  We  call  up 
the  past  relations  which  he  bore  in  this 
community  as  a  man  and  citizen.  And  al- 
though we  have  but  recently  learned  the 
story  of  his  declining  health  from  his  own 

:  lips,  and  felt,  with  him,  that  his  life  could 
not  be  protracted  very  long,  the  news  of 
his  going  away  has  come  to  us  to  awaken  a 
host  of  memories  which  Nve  cannot  name, 
but  only  suggest.  We  desire  to  assure  you 
that  at  this  hour  our  prayers  and  thoughts 
are  v.-ith  you,  and  that  we  are  only  repre- 
sentatives of  many  in  whom  the  recent 
tidings  have  revived  mans  fond  recollec- 
tions of  that  one  who  has  gone  on  but  a 
little  while  before. 


From  several  unpublished  poems  of  Mr. 
Shelton,  which,  willi  the  historical  sermon, 
were  kindly  sent  to  us  by  Mrs.  Shelton 
to  select  from,  we  give  : — 

THE  SKEPTIC  TO  HIS  SOUL. 

"  Aniraula,  vagiila,  blandula, 
Ilospes  coniestine  corporis, 
Qua  nunc  abibis  in  loca, 
Pallidula,  rigida.  nudiila, 
Nec,  ut  soles,  dahis  jocos?" 

Invisible  ouel  little  eUl 

Vr'ho  niakest  my  bosom  thy  home. 
Hid  away  in  the  midst  of  myself, 

I  have  asked  tliee,  like  Hadrian  of  Rome, 
Have  implored  -with  a  passionate  cry. 
With  a  tear  of  aflectlon,  a  sigh. 

Come,  tell  me  a  part  or  the  whole. 
What  is  It,  what  is  it  to  die? 
But  never  a  word  in  reply. 

Oh  I'sycbe,  my  Darling,  my  Soul! 

Say,  is  It  not  due  to  my  love. 

Thou  close-nestling  one,  winged-dove. 

Since  thou  hast  been  with  me  from  birth, 
Though  thou  earnest  down  from  above. 

And  I  am  a  clod  of  t])e  earth? 
Near,  near  as  my  tremulous  heart. 

Why  far,  far  away  as  the  pole. 
Guest  of  mine  that  thou  wilt  not  impatt, 
Kor  tell  thy  poor  friend  what  thou  art. 
In  a  voice  or  as  soft  as  a  breath 
As  it  slips  from  the  chill  lips  of  death. 

Or  loud  as  the  thunders  that  roll, 
While  I  stand  with  expectance  and  -wait, 
Like  a  beggar  for  crumbs  at  a  gate, 

Oh  Psyche,  my  Darling,  my  Soul! 

Forever  I  count  thee  within 

The  retreat  of  thy  Innermost  shrine. 
But  enwrapt  in  a  body  of  sin 

Shrink  as  if  from  a  presence  divine.  . 
And  vain  are  my  struggles  to  win 

What  no  art  of  the  living  e'er  stole. 
The  key  of  the  mystery  dread. 

And  rifle  it  from  thy  control. 
Thou  giv'st  It  alone  to  the  dead. 
As  he  lies  In  his  cold,  narrow  bed. 

Oh  Psyche  my  Darling,  my  Soul! 

Thus  I  con  thy  enigma,  my  wil"e,  . 

One  more  blind  than  th.e  Sphinx  could  propose. 
That  we,  fondly  wedded  through  life. 

Should  be  only  acquaint  at  its  close. 
Ahl  cause  of  contention  and  strife  I 
That  thou  wilt  not  breathe  in  my  ear 

What  is  writ  on  thy  mystical  scroll. 
But  keep'st  It  away  from  thy  dear 
As  if  it  were  something  to  fear. 

Oh  Psyche,  xuj  Darling,  my  Soul! 

In  the  twilight  of  groves  I  have  stood. 
In  the  shadow  of  solitudes  vast,  '  . 

Where  nothing  of  earth  could  intrude, 

To  question  n  y  soul  as  I  would 
And  wring  out  the  secret  at  last. 
Fut  the  night,  it  is  coming  on  fast. 

When  thou  shalt  be  winging  thy  flight 
Toward  the  rivers  of  crystal  that  roll 
Through  the  regions  of  beauty,  thy  goal ; 

I  shall  know  what  thou  knowest,  aright, 

1  shall  go  where  thou  goest  that  night, 
Oh  Psyche,  my  Darling,  my  Soui: 
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EXTRACTS 

From  a  Poem  enlUlcd  "Tnr  Sirens,"  delivered  be- 
fort;  tluj  Literary  !?r>cif1ies  of  Norwich 
University,  Aug.  17,  1805. 

Ye  wbo  embark  as  witli  t!ie  risen  sun. 
On  the  rude  pea,  life's  voyage  just  begun, 
Ev'n  as  llic  East  the  rosy  day-dawn  streaks 
"NV'ltU  purpio  li^iiL  of  Vuuih  \i[)un  jour  choOkd, 

Ponder  the  t^tory  well. 
Whatever  shore  you  re'ich.  ulicrever  you  may  dwell! 

When  ye  approach  the  realm 
Of  weird  enchsntuient,  t-tt-ady  hold  the  helm. 
For  soon  the  Siren  strain 
"Will  visit  you  ag«ln, 
Impalpable  and  fine. 
As  if  it  v/ere  divine, 
Sweet  as  it  wa?  of  ycre. 
Begiiiling  evermore. 
Lure  you  to  ruin  on  the  rock-bound  coast. 
Where  all  your  precious  argosy  is  lost. 

Hence  ye  delusive  joys  I 
Stop,  stop  your  listening  eju  s  with  wax,  my  boys! 
Or  mixed  with  silvery  voioes  yon  may  hark 

The  sea  do^s  bark! 
Lo!  Sylia  and  Charybdis  on  each  side 

Are  yawning  widel 
With,  strong  determination  hind  yourselves, 
Kor  own  the  fetters  of  perfidious  elves. 
W!i..-itl;    -.v.''.  ry-.ph  c*"  V.f-cnre  fro»n  hf  r  Ir  tr 
Spreads  her  white  arras  and  makes  her  bosom  bare, 
And  beckons  as  she^^hakes  her  flowing  locks 
To  woo,  and  lure  yon  to  the  perilous  rocks, 
Fly  from  the  promise  of  Elysian  joys. 
Cling  to  your  oars  for  life,  and  pull,  my  boys! 

V.Ticre  dwells  not  soul-destroying  witchery? 

^Miither  we  f.y— 

To  try  her  subtle  arts 

On  these  fond,  beating  hearts, 

With  necromantic  spell  . 
To  lead  thro'  Error's  portals  down  to  hell — 
Watching  our  frail  barques  as  we  glide  apace. 
On  to  eternal  glory  or  disgrace. 
Around  her  may  be  amaranthine  bloom. 
Flowers  of  loveliest  hue  and  sweet  perfume. 
And  she  Is  sometime  beautiful;  her  wand 
Holds,  like  a  goddess.  In  her  milk-white  hand: 
Ueams  a  fond  welcome  from  her  starry  eyes, 
And  all  the  waste  is  changed  to  Paradise. 
Ye  mariners  I  ye  red-lipped,  rosy  youth. 
Oh!  list  the  music  of  celestial  truth; 
For  Duty  is  the  polar  star  to  guide 
To  home,  to  Heaven,  in  spite  of  wind  or  tide. 
Should  folly  t^mpt  j'ou  with  its  base  alloys, 
Cling  to  your  oars  for  life,  and  pull,  my  boys! 
Regard  Ulysses  in  his  golden  prime. 
And  reign  like  him  upon  a  throne  sublime. 

Even  vice  may  have  a  face 

Of  bright,  potential  charm, 
A  soft,  bewildering  grace 

To  mitigate  alarm. 
Of  llowers  she  weaves  her  chain 

To  bind  the  victim  up, 
■  Love-philtres  for  the  brain 
Are  mingled  in  her  cup. 
She  with  fleet  and  gay  advances. 
Song  and  viol,  mazy  dances, 
Glancing  smlif  ^  with  each  emotion. 
Like  the  sunbi-ams  on  the  ocean, 
Woos  >ou  froii!  the  path  of  glory. 
Beckoning  frorn  her  promontory. 
Sec  thro'  the  llimsy  gauze,  and  spurn  her  joys, 
Cling  to  your  oars  for  life,  and  pull,  my  boys! 


Where  dwells  the  craven  coward  on  these  hills? 
Oft  glittering  with  their  diadems  of  snow,— 

The  air  is  fraught  with  freedom,  and  the  rills 
Leap  forth,  and  chant  ita  pasan  as  they  go. 

The  pulses  b(-at,  the  lifart  with  rapture  thrills 
At  the  Hll-beauilful,  majestic  scene. 
Mountains  on  mountains  piled,  sweet  vales  between. 
It  is  the  clime  v/hor".  stalwart  men  have  birth, 
FuH-pat>oplied  as  from  the  very  earth. 
When  the  war-bugle  sounds  the  first  alarms 
Peak  hack  to  sun-lit  peak  clamors,  to  arms!  to  arms! 

Once  when  the  tide  of  battle  raved, 
And  rolled  o'er  many  a  blood-stained  wreck. 

And  the  Star-Spangled  banner  waved 
Beneath  the  old  Chapultepec; 

When  Mexic  legions  numbered  strong, 
And  gleamed  on  high  their  pennon'd  spears, 

A  horseman  bore  the  word  along. 
Where  stood  the  bold  Green-3Iountaineers, 

"  Help  from  Vermont,  upon  the  right! 
Our  ranks  are  reeling  and  unsteady!  '^ 

Then  rose  tlse  v.-ild  shriek  of  delight 

From  those  who  never  quailed  in  fight, 
"  Aye,  aye,  V>:hmoxt  is  kkady!  " 

Onward  they  dashed  upon  the  foes. 
As  loose  the  mountain  torrents  break, 

And  svvifl  the  starry  banner  rose 
Above  the  old  Ohapultepec. 
Then  ever  let  ti  e  wiitcinvoid  fly 
From  rank  to  rank  to  rank,  from  earth  to  sky, 
And  Echo  catch  the  glad  reply- 
Vermont  is  ready! 

SOLDIER  BOY  TO  HIS  GR?:EX  MOUNTAIN 
MARY. 

Oh,  6weet  is  the  breath  of  the  morning 
And  sparkliiig  the  dew  on  the  lawn, 
When  fresh  is  tlie  summer's  adorning, 

And  the  winter  Is  over  and  gone. 
But  my  Mary  is  purer  and  sweeter. 

And  bright  as  the  day-star  of  Truth, 
When  waking  or  dreaming  1  meet  her. 
In  the  light  and  the  freshness  of  youth. 
She  has  cheered  on  her  soldier  to  duty, 

Though  afar  from  the  scenes  of  his  toil. 
From  htt  home  by  the  river  of  beauty. 
On  the  banks  of  tlie  charming  Lamoille. 

Oh.  sweet  Is  the  carol  of  birdlings. 

When  the  forests  are  budding  In  May, 
When  the  bobolink  sings  in  the  meadow, 

And  Robin  replies  on  the  spray ; 
But  in  silence  and  gloom  of  midwinter. 

In  battle  with  treason  and  wrong. 
One  thought  on  the  face  of  my  Mary 
Steals  into  my  heart  like  a  song. 
So  she  cheers  on  her  soldier  to  duty. 

Though  afar  from  the  scenes  of  his  toll. 
From  her  home  by  the  river  of  beauty. 
On  the  banks  of  the  charming  Lamoille. 

Oh,  dear  is  the  home  of  my  childhood, 
Each  valley,  and  mountain  and  lea. 
But  valu  without  love  is  the  wi'd  wood. 

Without  love  in  the  land  of  the  free. 
When  the  Hag  floats  from  ocean  to  ocean, 

And  the  din  of  the  battle  is  o'er, 
I  will  fly  on  the  wings  of  devotion. 
And  part  with  my  Mary  no  more. 
Then  she'll  welcome  her  soldier  lYom  d-ity 

To  her  arms  from  the  s-cenes  of  hii  toil. 
By  her  own  lov'd  river  of  beauty 
On  the  banks  of  the  charming  Lamoille. 
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CATHOLIC  HISTORY  OF  MONTPELIER. 

Continited from  page  289. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan,  a  priest  of 
the  Diocese  of  Cork,  Ireland,  was  sent  by 
Bishop  Fenwick,  of  Boston,  to  Burlington 
in  the  month  of  July,  1830,  From  this 
time  till  1S51,  he  must  have  occasionally 
visited  the  Catholics  of  Montpelier,  but  no 
records  exist  of  his  laboring  amongst  them. 
Father  O'Callaghan  died  at  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  ir  the  year  1861.  About  the  year 
1850,  Rev.  H.  Drolet,  a  Canadian  priest, 
was  sent  to  reside  at  Montpelier.  He 
lived  here  till  the  fall  of  1854,  v/hen  he  re- 
turned to  Canada,  where  he  died.  He  it 
was  who  bought  the  old  Court  House, 
which  was  used  as  a  church  until  the  erec- 
tion of  the  present  edifice  by  Father  Druon. 
After  the  departure  of  Father  Drolet,  the 
Montpelier  Catholic  congregation  was  at- 
tended by  the  Oblate  Fathers  from  Bur- 
lington until  November,  1856,  when  Very 
Rev.  Z.  Druon  became  pastor  af  the  Cath- 
olic congregation,  and  officiated  here  as 
such  until  July  15,  1864,  when  he  was  re- 
placed by  Rev.  Joseph  Duglue. 

-J- Louis,  Bp.  of  Burlington. 


ST.  AUGUSTINE'S. 

Rev.  Z.  Druon,  while  in  charge  of  this 
parish,  built  in  1859  ^'^^  present  church, 
dedicated  to  St.  Augustine,  and  purchased 
a  church  burying-ground.  Father  Duglue 
made  some  improvement  on  the  church  and 
house  for  the  priest,  and  built  a  good 
school  building  on  a  lot  adjoining  the 
church,  whieh  commands  a  fine  view  of 
the  village  and  State  House  grounds.  This 
institution  was  given  in  charge  to  ladies 
from  St.  Joseph's,  Barlington,  who  have  a 
large  and  Nourishing  school  here. 

Rev.  Z.  Druon,  V.  G. 

O'Callaghan,  Rev.  Jere^fiah.  A  Crit- 
ical Review  of  Mr.  J.  K.  Converse's 
Calvinistic  Sermon  ;  also,  of  the  Errone- 
ous proposition  of  Two  Innovators,  by 
the  Rev.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan,  R.  Cc 
Priest,  Burlington,  Vt.  Burlington: 
Printed  for  the  Author,  1834.  16  mo. 
p.  58. 

— Usury,  Funds  and  Banks ;  also,  fo^-e- 
stalling  Traffic  and  Monopoly  ;  likewise 
Pew  Rent  and  Grave  Tax  ;  together  with 
Burking  and  Dissecting  ;  as  well  as  the 
Gallican  Liberties,  are  all  repui^nant  to 
the  Divine  and  Ecclesiastical  Laws  and 
Destructive  to  Civil  Society.  To  wliich 
is  prefixed  a  Narrative  of  the  Author's 
Controversy  with    Bishop  Coppinger, 
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and  of  his  sufferings  for  justice's  sake, 
by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan, 
Roman  Catholic  Priest.  BiiyUni^ton  : 
Printed  for  ihe  Author,  1834.  8  vo.  p. 
380. 

— The  CV'ntion  and  Offsnrino-  of  the  Prot- 
estant Church;  also  the  Vagaries  and 
Heresies  of  John  Henry  Hopkins,  Prot- 1 
estant  Bishop  ;  and  of  other  False  Teach- 
ers. To  which  is  added  a  Treatise  on 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  Priesthood  and 
Matrimony.  By  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan, 
Roman  Catholic  Priest.  Bnrli7igtoii  : 
Frir.ied  for  the  Author,  I037.  12  mo. 
p.  32S. 

— f^xposure  of  the  Vermont  Banking,  by 
the  Rev.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan,  Roman 
Catholic  Priest.  Biirlingion :  Free  Press 
Print.  8  vo.  p.  32. 
— Atheism  of  Brownson's  Review — Unity 
and  Trinity  of  God — Divinity  and  Hu- 
manity of  Christ  Jesus — Banks  and 
»  Paper  Money.    Burlington,  Ft.,  1852. 

R.  C.    8  vo.  pp.  306,  (2.) 
— The  Hedge  round  about  the  Vineyard, 
Dressed  up.    1844.    12  mo.  p.  360. 
Father  O'Callaghan  labored  at  Burling- 
ton with  much  success  from  1830  to  1852. 

—  GilinaiL's  Bibliography  of  Vt. 

The  books  of  Father  O'Callaghan,  that 
we  have  examined,  have  considerable  pith. 
The  attack  on  Brownson's  Review  was 
during  his  transformation,  before  he  had 
come  up  to  the  Catholic  standard.  His 
biography  (Brownson's)  belongs  to  our 
next  volume,  or  Windsor  Co. 

Between  the  visits  of  Reverend  P\ather 
O'Callaghan  and  Father  Drolet,  was  the 
missionary  labors  of  Rev.  John  Daly  for  a 
time,  his  field  reaching  from  Canada  to 
Brattleboro.  We  have  not  learned  more  of 
him. 

REV.  H.  DROLET, 

the  first  resident  priest  at  Montpelier,  must 
have  come  here  to  reside,  we  think,  as 
early  as  1850,  as  we  learn  by  a  letter  of 
Gen.  Clarke,  Secretary  to  the  Senate,  who 
was  here  at  the  time,  that  the  old  Court 
House  that  Father  Drolet  purchased,  as 
the  Bishop  states,  was  used  as  a  church  in 
the  fall  of  1850,  and  we  find  Father  Drolet, 
or  the  General  for  him — the  General  took 
charge  of  the  matter — succeeding  in  "  bor- 
rowing ground  "  of  the  Legislature  for  the 
society  to  build  a  vestry  on  in  the  rear  of 
the  old  Court  House,  then  used  as  a 


church,  (or  to  the  left  hand,)  the  site,  we 
understand,  of  the  present  church.  ^ 
Fron-i  a  letter  of  Gen.  D.  W.  C.  Clarke 
to  his  wife,  Nov.  3,  1850: 

I  attended  mass  at  Montpelier,  Friday 
morning,  (All  Saints,)  stealing  quietly 
away  from  my  seat  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
I  for  that  purpose.  The  poor  Catholics 
looked  upon  me  with  surprise  as  I  knelt 
among  them,  and  declined  the  offer  of  a 
"  better  place."  I  wWhtx  like,  you  know, 
to  kneel  right  among  the  m.ost  humble,  and 
God  knows  I  be!o?ig  Xhtrt.  Mass  was  cel- 
ebrated in  the  new  church  the  Catholics 
are  finishing  off,  (it  was  formerly  the  Court 
House,)  within  a  dozen  rods  of  the  State 
House.  The  interior  is  wholly  unfinished, 
but  it  did  seem  to  me,  like 
worshipping  God  "  in  His  holy  temple." 

Acts  of  i%$o,  iVo.  87 — Resolution  grant- 
ing license  to  a  religious  society  to  occupy 
a  piece  of  the  land  of  the  State  near  the 
State  House : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  a7id  House  of 
Representatives,  I'hat  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  is  authorized  to  permit  the  Religious 
Society  who  are  fitting  up  and  repairing 
the  old  Court  House,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  public  grounds,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ligious v/orship,  to  occupy  so  much  land 
belonging  to  the  State  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  erection  of  a  vestry  room  in  the 
rear  of  said  building ;  provided,  hon'cver, 
this  resolution  may  be  revoked  at  any- 
time, by  joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted  Nov. 
13,  1850.  ■ 

The  General,  and  his  friends  in  the 
Senate  and  in  the  House,  having  got  the 
loan  of  the  land,  it  eventuated  soon  after 
in  the  purchase  of  it. 

Father  Drolet  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  and  died  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Jude,  Diocese  of  St.  Hyacinth,  be- 
tween the  years  1861  and  1863. 

Rev.  Father  B.  Maloney  and  Father 
Coopman,  Oblates,  attended  Montpelier 
from  Jan.  1856  to  Nov.  1856. 

REV.  ZEPHYRIXUS  DRUON,  V.  G., 

was  born  Mar.  14,  1830,  at  Vendin  le  Vieil 
Pas  de  Calais,  and  ordained  priest,  July  3, 
1853,  at  Beauvais,  France.  He  studied 
for  the  priesthood  in  the  Grand  St^minary 
of  Arras  ;  came  to  this  country  in  August, 
1850,  with  Bishop  Rappe  ;  continued  his 
theological  studies  in  Cleveland,  O.,  and 
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finished  them  at  Paris  in  the  Seminary  of 
St.  Sulpice  ;  went  back  to  Cleveland  ;  was 
curate  at  the  cathedral  there  4  months  ; 
cam.e  to  Vermont,  January,  1851;  was  the 
rcsidin;^;  priest  of  Bennington,  i  year;  of 
East  Rutland,  2  years  ;  of  Montpelier,  8  or 
9  years  ;  finally  of  St.  Albans,  16  years  to 
the  present.  He  was  very  much  honored 
and'  esteemed  in  Montpelier.  He  has  been 
called,  and  undoubtedly  is,  the  most  schol- 
arly, picjuant  and  solid  preacher  and  writer 
of  the  Catholic  clergy  in  the  State.  He 
received  his  appointment  as  Vicar  General 
in  1S64,  or  at  the  end  of  the  year  1S63. 

KEV.  JOSEPH  DUGLUE 

was  born  Sept.  3,  1834,  at  Carentoir, 
Morbihan,  France.  He  studied  for  the 
priesthood  in  the  Grand  Seminary  of 
Vannes,  caute  to  this  country  in  September, 
7*^;;.  vhh  Fi-.hf^n  cle  Goc?hrip.nd,  and 
continued  his  theological  studies  in  the 
Grand  Seminary  at  St.  Sulpice,  at  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  and  was  ordained  priest 
at  Burlington,  Feb.  4,  1S57.  He  was  first 
sent  to  Middlebury,  then,  in  i860,  he  was 
called  to  the  cathedral.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  1862,  he  was  appointed  to  Fairfield, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1864,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  Montpelier.  In  1877, 
he  went  to  France,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  was  absent  one  year.  On  his  return, 
he  was  sent  to  Waterbury,  where  he  was 
three  months,  when,  in  January,  1879,  he 
was  replaced  at  Montpelier,  where  he  is 
now  pastor,  of  whom  we  may  say,  to  quote 
the  words  of  a  priest.  Father  McLaughlin, 
of  Brandon,  in  his  silver  jubilee  discourse, 
"Father  Duglue,  the  Priest  at  the  Capital, 
if  it  would  not  be  savoring  of  a  joke, 
I  should  say  is  a  capital  Priest." 

The  interior  of  St.  Augustine's  is 
very  plain  for  a  Catholic  church.  The 
building  is  small,  and  the  church  will  only 
seat  about  950.  There  are  two  side  aisles, 
but  no  centre  aisle.  The  windows  have 
only  a  partial  coloring  of  red  glass  in  the 
top.  Between  the  windows,  in  simple 
black  wood  frames,  the  stations  of  the 
cross  run  along  the  walls,  as  in  every  Cath- 
olic chapel — the  representative  via  doloro- 
sa— the  path  of  dolor  from  Pilate's  hall  to 


the  Tomb  in  the  Garden.  The  chancel, 
too,  is  poor  in  art — very  poor — only  the 
little  side  altars  in  the  foreground  at  the 
right  and  left,  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and 
St.  Joseph ;  in  the  main  chancel,  a  very 
plain  v.'ood  altar,  the  figure  of  St.  Augus- 
tine in  the  wall-niche  over  behind ;  two 
Sacred  Heart  pictures  on  the  v/all  beside. 
The  oldest  church  in  Christendom  is  plant- 
ed on  the  Capital  Hill  in  almost  as  poor  a 
state  as  the  Cave  at  Bethlehem.  The  re- 
ligion of  Rome  has  not  been  long  intro- 
duced in  this  county.  There  are  but  three 
other  Catholic  churches  in  the  whole 
county,  yet.  One  might  expect  to  find  a 
handsome  church  at  the  Capital — a  church 
more  suitable  to  the  place — an  edifice  sec- 
ond to  none  in  the  State  in  magnitude  and 
decoration.  Feeling  particularly  the  want 
thereof  on  this  honorable  and  beautiful 
hillside,  slill  the  poor  congregation  go  in 
and  out,  a  look  very  well  content  in  their 
faces  —  a  respectable  throng  every  Sun- 
day and  holiday.  The  motherly  church 
adapts  herself  sweetly  to  all  peoples  and  all 
conditions,  in  the  grandeurs  of  the  cathe- 
dral, in  the  poorest- mission  chapel,  ever  to 
the  Catholic  his  true  Ahna  Mater. 

The  Catholic  cemetery  of  St.  Augustine's, 
which  is  a  little  above  Main  street,  in  Clay 
Hill  district,  the  land  for  which  was  bought 
of  Thomas  Reed  and  Charles  Clark,  Dec. 
1857,  was  not  deeded  or  inclosed  and 
blessed  by  the  Bishop  until  i860.  The 
first  grave  made  therein  was  that  of  Ed- 
ward Cadieu,  a  young  child  of  Theophile 
Cadieu.  About  an  acre  adjoining  was 
bought  of  George  Jacobs,  Nov.  1879,  ^^^^ 
blessed  by  Rev.  Joseph  Duglue,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1880. 

ST.  MICHAEL'S  SCHOOL, 

of  which  Father  Druon  speaks  as  com- 
manding k  fine  view  upon  the  hillside,  is 
situated  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  church  of 
St.  Augustine.  Outwardly,  the  ample 
white  building,  with  a  cross  on  its  roof, 
attracts  the  eye  from  the  street ;  within,  it 
is  pleasantly  and  comfortably  furnished. 
Five  ladies  reside  at  the  insdtution,  and 
have  a  school  of  some  over  170  pupils.  It 
\  has  been  put  down  200.    P'ather  Duglue 
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thinks  "  it  will  average  170  daily  attend- 
ance and  some  over.''  The  Young  Indies 
Sodality  of  B.  V.  M.  of  this  congregation 
is  always  presided  over  by  one  of  the  la- 
dies of  St.  Michael's,  and  is  the  best  ap- 
pearing Sodality  oi  Catholic  yuung  ladies 
that  we  know  of  in  the  State. 

\Vc  learn  since  the  above  was  in  print 
that  the  old  Court  House  was  bought  of 
J.  Barnard  Langdon  in  1850;  also  by  a 
letter  of  Father  Drolet  to  Bishop  Fitzpat- 
rick  of  Boston,  work  was  first  commenced 
on  remodeling  the  old  Court  House  into  a 
Church,  July,  1850. 

Moreover  that  Father  Duglue  has  hnd 
the  honor  to  say  mass  at  Barre,  Sunday, 
Nov.  13,  1 88 1,  supposed  to  be  the  first 
Catholic  sei-vice  ever  held  at  that  place. 


THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  xMOXTPELIER. 

FLKNISHiiO  B1  'XHi:  l  AblOJ:. 

[The  fir?t  pari  of  the  following  Historical  Sketch  of 
tills  ch;irch  ^sjis  written  by  Coi.  H.  D.  Hojikiiis 
about  tl>L'  time  oft>ie  dedication  of  t'neir  house  of 
worship,  and  published  in  a  Moatpelier  paper  Feb. 

6,  im.] 

"The  church  was  organized  in  June,  1S65, 
with  14  members,  only  five  of  whom  were 
males.  Flon.  Joseph  Rowell — since  de- 
ceased— and  Philip  Hill,  Esq.,  were  chosen 
Deacons  j^ro  te?:i,  and  the  Rev.  Rufus 
Smith,  who  was  agent  for  the  denomination 
within  the  State,  was  chosen  Clerk.  Mr.- 
Smith  also  supplied  the  pulpit  of  the  con- 
gregation on  the  Sabbath — sometimes  by 
occupying  it  himself,  and  sometimes  by 
arrangement  with  other  clergymen  in  the 
vicinity.  The  first  Sunday  services  of  this 
young  church  were  in  Village  Hall. 

October,  1865,  a  call  was  given  to  Rev. 
H.  D.  Hodge  to  become  pastor,  who  declin- 
ed. February  following  a  call  was  given  to 
Rev.  N.  P.  Foster,  M.  D.,  of  Burlington, 
and  he  accepted,  but  did  not  enter  upon  the 
pastorate  until  October  of  the  same  year. 
Up  to  this  time  1 1  persons  were  added  to 
the  church,  four  of  whom  entered  by  profes- 
sion of  faith.  Dr.  Foster  remained  with 
the  church  till  April,  1S69,  during  which 
time,  as  would  appear  by  the  results,  he 
labored  faithfully  and  well  for  the  growth 
of  the  church  and  the  success  of  the  Re- 
deemers Kingdom.  While  he  was  pastor, 
17  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  The 


little  organization  of  1865  had  in  less  than 
four  years  more  than  tripled  its  member- 
sliip. 

The  second  pastor  was  Rev.  William 
Fitz,  who  began  hi;;  labors  in  September, 
iS('9,  and  closed  tliem  in  November,  1871. 
He  w^as  a  faithful  minister,  a  pleasant, 
companionable  man,  an  able  preacher,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  outside  the  denomi- 
nation, as  well  as  in.  The  church  received 
21  membe'-s  during  his  pastorate  of  a  little 
tnore  than  2  years.  The  third  and  present 
pastor,  the  Rev.  N.  Newton  Glazier,  began 
his  labors  in  January  of  last  year,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Society  and  congregation 
can  wish  them  nothing  better  in  the  line 
of  human  ministries,  we  are  sure,  than  that 
he  may  long  remain  with  them.  A  young 
man,  a  growing  and  a  good  man,  he  seems 
specially  fitted  to  lead  on  this  people  in  their 
work  in  the  world.  9  persons  were  added 
to  the  church  in  the  first  year  of  his  minis- 
try. This  brings  a  partial  history  of  this 
organization  down  to  the  present  time, 
(Feb.,  1873,)  5^  members  having  been 
added  to  the  14  who  originally  united  to 
form  it.  Two  persons — one  of  them  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Rowell,  one  of  the  founders 
of  this  church,  and  long  an  ardent  friend 
and  supporter  of  the  denomination, — have 
died  from  among  its  members,  and  by  re- 
movals it  has  suffered  further  depletion,  so 
that  its  present  number  is  57.  In  July, 
1S69,  the  church  elected  as  its  deacons, 
E.  E.  Andrews  and  E.  S-  Hibbard.  In 
August  of  1865,  a  Sunday  School  in  con- 
nection with  the  church  was  organized, 
over  which  Mr.  Hibbard  was  chosen  Su- 
perintendant,  and  he  still  holds  the  office, 
(Feb.,  1873)  laboring  with  true  christian 
zeal  to  make  it  successful  in  its  work. 

We  have  stated  that  "this  people  began 
worship  in  Village  Hall.  Remaining  there 
a  few  months,  they  removed  to  Freeman 
Hall — the  apartment  now  occupied  by  the 
Temple  of  Honor ;  and  then  on  the  12th 
of  November,  they  removed  to  the  Court 
House.  Flere  they  remained  till  January 
of  1868,  when  they  were  ordered  by  the 
A-ssistant  Judges  of  the  County,  against  the 
remonstrance  of  nearly  all  the  lawyers  of 
the  County,  and  many  prominent  citizens 


54 


i 


426 


of  Montpelicr,  to  vacate  the  premises,  and 
it  was  done.  Though  they  had  been  la- 
boring to  the  ultimate  erection  of  a  place 
of  vvorship  for  their  use,  and  were  slowly 
-V  pMhcc  ipti-'n'^  for  the  purpose, 
it  M'as  the  action  of  the  court,  the  sending 
of  them  adrift,  houseless  as  they  were, 
which  perhaps  gave  them  the  nerve  neces- 
sary for  such  an  undertaking  ;  and  conse- 
quently they  made  ready,  and  on  the  23d 
of  March,  ground  was  broken  for  the  foun- 
dation of  their  new  and  bcatiful  church  edi- 
fice. During  the  summer  work  upon  it  was 
pushed  forward  with  all  possible  vigor,  and 
in  November  they  were  enabled  to  enter 
the  basement,  though  at  first  it  lacked  win- 
dows. It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  from 
June,  1865,  to  this  time  they  worshipped 
in  no  less  than  16  dilTerent  rooms.  It  was 
therefore  no  wonder  if  on  entering  premi- 
ses they  could  call  their  own,  though  not 
the  most  inviting  and  comfortable,  they 
felt  to  "  thank  God  and  take  courage." 

The  New  Church  edifice  stands  at  the 
corner  of  School  and  St.  Paul  streets, 
fronting  on  the  former.  It  is  of  wood, 
gothic  in  style,  and  of  good  proportions. 
It  was  built  from  plans  and  specifications 
generously  furnished  to  the  society  without 
expense  by  A.  M.  Burnham,  Esq.,  archi- 
tect, and  speaks  well  for  his  good  taste  as 
a  builder.  The  size  of  the  main  building 
is  46  by  75  feet,  the  auditorium  is  44  by 
6i  feet,  26  feet  high,  with  sloping  ceilings, 
and  will  seat  comfortably  400  persons. 
The  choir  gallery,  v.  hich  is  only  slightly  el- 
evated and  standing  in  the  front  end  of 
the  building,  is  finished  with  heavy  rail 
and  balustrades  of  black  walnut.  The  or- 
gan loft,  and  the  recess  for  the  pulpit — the 
latter  in  the  opposite  end  of  the  building — 
are  finished  with  triple  gothic  arches  and 
scroll  corbets  for  pendants.  The  chancel 
is  10  by  30  feet,  and  contains  robing-roora 
aud  baptismal  font.  It  is  reached  both  by 
stairs  leading  from  the  vestry  below,  and 
by  steps  from  the  auditorium.  The  base- 
ment is  10  feet  high,  and  divided  in  a 
most  desirable  manner  into  vestibule,  class- 
room, kitchen  for  sociables,  etc.  The 
spire  and  bell  tower  are  situated  in  the  left 
hand  front  corner,  and  are  heavily  mount- 


ed with  gable  and  offset  buttresses  and 
bracketed  clock-faces.  The  handsome  spire 
rises  to  140  feet,  and  on  the  right  hand 
rises  another  tower  of  smaller  proportions, 
finished  with  double  cornice,  with  buttres- 
ses ending  in  turrets  and  finials.  The  en- 
trance to  the  church  is  by  doors  in  the 
towers,  the  larger  7  by  13  feet.  The  ves- 
try is  reached  both  by  a  side  door  from 
St.  Paul  street  and  by  stairs  leading  down 
from  the  vestibule.  The  basement  is  fin- 
ished (externally)  with  rustic  block-work, 
projecting  ten  inches  from  the  main  build- 
ing, which  forn:is  a  pedestal  for  buttresses 
to  rest  upon  between  the  windows  of  the 
main  auditory.  The  windows  of  the  audi- 
torium are  pointed  gothic,  with  heavy 
stools  aud  corbets,  and  are  set  with  figured 
glass  of  extremely  pretty  pattern.  The 
pews  are  similar  to  those  of  Bethany 
Church,  (of  which  Col.  Hopkins  is  a  loved 
and  honored  member,)  heavy  black  wal- 
nut  frames,  with  black  ash  panels.  The  pul- 
pit, which  is  little  more  than  a  desk  for  the 
Bible,  is  of  new  design,  and  is  constructed 
of  black  and  French  walnut.  The  chan- 
cel is  supplied  with  three  massive  chairs,  of  j 
a  style  well  fitted  for  the  purpose.  The 
walls  and  ceilings  are  frescoed  in  modern 
Persian  arches,  laid  in  colors  attractive  and 
beautiful.  The  .'^lips  are  cushioned,  and  a 
carpet  of  modern  figure  and  colors  covers 
the  floor  of  the  chancel,  auditorium  and 
singers'  gall  try.  The  cost  of  the  church 
was  about  $17,000.  It  is  an  ornament  to 
the  town,  and  a  credit  to  the  enteq:)rise 
and  self-denial  of  those  by  whose  labors  \ 
and  calculations  it  has  been  reared.  ! 

The  dedication  was  on  Jan.  29,  1873,  at  j 
2  o'clock,  in  the*  presence  of  a  crowded  j 
and  interested  audience.    First,  anthem,  j 
"Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel!"  I 
Invocation  and  reading  of  Scripture,  by  1 
Rev.  Wm.  Fitz.  the   selection    relating  ■ 
chiefly  to  God's  House,  its  delights  and 
uses  ;  prayer,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Morrow,  of  the  ' 
Methodist  church;  "All  hail  the  power  of 
Jesus'  name,"  by  choir  and  congregation;  ' 
sermon  by  Rev.  Mr.  Glazier,  pastor ;  text, 
"We  preach  Christ  crucified  ;"  an  able  ef- 
fort, delivered  with   much  earnestness. 
After  the  sermon,  chant,  "  I  will  lift  up 
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mine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  trom  whence 
Cometh  my  help  ; prayer  of  dedication, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  St.  Albans,  and  the 
benediction.  The  services  seemed  to  im- 
press all  persons  present  as  appropriate  and 
interesiiii-^,  auu  \ud:,l  have  Lci  c.;;  ■^'i'.'Y^y 
so  to  the  little  company  of  believers  whose 
earthly  temple  this  house  henceforth  is 
to  be.'' 

Col.  Hopkins,  a  few  weeks  later,  in  an- 
other article  wrote  :  The  Baptist  church 
is  the  only  place  in  town  where  the  build- 
ing and  the  organization  occupying  it  bear 
the  sam.e  name.  It  is  characteristic  of 
these  people,  we  believe,  that  they  fling 
their  colors  to  the  breeze.  Coming  to  their 
beautiful  church,  you  are  made  to  feel  that 
you  are  welcome.  Their  pastor,  Rev.  Mr. 
Glazier,  will  impress  you  as  a  man  of  char- 
acter, ability  and  earnestness.  Ills  pulpit 
ciTui  is  vwll  not  r.ufTrir  in  comT)arison  with 
those  of  older  and  more  notable  men. 
The  audience  is  at  present  small,  but  it  is 
the  confident  expectation  of  the  few  that 
their  numbers  shall  yearly  increase.  They 
are  well  united  and  commendably  devoted 
to  work.'' 

Mr.  Glazier  closed  his  pastorate  on  the 
last  day  of  June,  1878,  exactly  six  years 
and  six  months  from  its  beginning.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorale  fifty-eight  members  were 
received  into  the  church,  two  of  them  being 
baptised  by  Mr.  Glazier  on  the  first  Sun- 
day after  his  pastorate  closed.  He  is  a 
man  of  most  lovable  and  forbearing  spirit. 
His  public  discourse  is  rich  and  spiritual, 
and  Biblical  in  doctrine.  His  private  con- 
versation is  elevating  and  remarkably  en- 
tertaining. His  departure  from  his  people 
was  like  the  parting  from  the  old  home  of 
a  son  or  a  brother.  After  a  lapse  of  three 
years,  his  discourses  still  linger  forcefully 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  to  whom  he 
ministered,  and  the  influence  of  his  sweet 
temper  and  godly  life  abides  as  a  benedic- 
tion, not  only  upon  his  devoted  parishion- 
ei-s,  but  also  upon  the  pastor  who  succeeds 
him.  He  is  now  the  pastor  of  the  strong 
Baptist  church  in  South  Abington,  Mass. 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Rogers,  at  present  min- 
istering to  the  church,  became  its  pastor 
Oct.  3,  1878,  ordained  by  the  church  to 
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tlie  Gospel  niinistry,  Nov.  7,  following. 
The  efforts  of  the  church  during  the  first 
3  years  of  his  pastorate  ha\  e  been  in  the 
line  of  more  perfect  discipline  and  organiza- 
tion. Distinct  departments  of  church  work 
have  been  organized  in  the  interest  of 
foreign  missions,  home  missions,  the  Ver- 
mont Baptist  State  Convention,  music, 
education,  parish  gatherings,  parish  visit- 
ing, temperance  and  Sunday-schools. 

The  Sunday-schools  have  been  a  marked 
feature  in  the  history  of  the  work  of  the 
church  during  this  period.  The  school  in 
the  church  has  been  making  a  gradual  gain 
in  numbers,  and,  we  think,  in  efficiency, 
under  the  superintendency of  fi.  B.  Wood- 
ward, H.  J.  Andrews  and  Ives  Batchelder, 
successively,  and  now  of  Jas.  H.  Burpee. 
The  services  of  the  first  three  of  these  su- 
perintendents were  lost  to  the  church  by 
their  removal  from  the  vicinity. 

A  mission  school  was  organized,  tiiree 
miles  distant,  at  Wrightsville,  Nov.  27, 
1878,  S.  S.  Towner,  superintendent.  Upon 
his  removal  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  M.  C.  Whitney 
was  appointed  by  the  church  as  superin- 
tendent, Sept.  4,  1879.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  school  district  in  March, 
1881,  on  motion  of  P.  C.  Wright,  the  dis- 
trict passed  a  vote  that  their  scliool-house 
should  not  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Sunday-school.  From  this  time,  accord- 
ingly, the  school  was  of  necessity  dis- 
continued. 

A  second  -nission  Sunday-school  was 
organized  in  Elast  Montpelier,  distant  five 
miles,  in  the  school-house  of  district  No. 
II,  May  4,  1879,  Samuel  L.  Lillie,  su- 
perintendent. Sept.  4,  iS79,he  resigned, 
being  about  to  go  away,  and  George  W. 
Sanders  was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  is 
present  superintendent. 

A  third  mission  school  was  begun  at 
Montpelier  Center,  distant  3  miles,  May 
25,  1879,  F.R.Spalding,  superintendent. 
He  also  resigned  Sept.  4,  1879,  go  else- 
where, and  J  no.  W.  Smith  was  elected  by 
the  church  to  the  superintendency,  which 
ofiice  he  still  fills. 

It  was  voted  at  the  district  school  meet- 
ing, Mar.  30,  1880,  that  the  school-house 
in  which  the  ser\'ices  had  been  held  should 
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be  closed  against  them.  But  a  neighbor, 
Mr.  West  Ormsbee,  who  had  not  before 
attended  the  school,  opened  his  commo- 
dious hall,  and  the  school  immediately 

At  a  called  meeting,  July  20,  18S1,  of 
distiict  No.  6,  Montpeher,  2  miles  from 
town,  and  immediate!}  adjoining  the 
Wrightsville  district,  by  vote  of  the  meet- 
ing, their  house  whs  put  at  tlit  disposal  of 
the  liaptist  pastor  for  Sunday-schoo!  ser- 
vice on  Sunday  afternoons.  Accordingly, 
a  school  was  organized  on  the  following 
Sunday,  July  24.  Mr.  E.  K.  Dexter  was 
subsequently  appointed  to  superintend  it. 
None  of  these  schools  has  omitted  a  single 
session,  winter  or  summer,  since  they  were 
organized.  They  are  all  supplied  by  tlie 
church  v/ith  circulating  libraries,  and  books 
from  V'hich  to  le?rn  and  sing  sacred  song. 

There  have  been  33  added  to  the  church 
duri)ig  this  time.  The  church  has  now  97 
members,  (Oct.  iSSi,)  but  only  aboutone- 
half  are  resident  members,  that  is,  live 
within  4  or  5  miles  of  the  church.  But 
nonf  of  the  non-resident  members  reside 
in  the  imniediate  vicinity  of  any  other  reg- 
ular Baptist  church.  The  whole  number 
of  members  belonging  to  the  church  since 
its  beginning  is  135. 

Henry  A.  Rogers,  Fasior. 

ORGANISTS  AND  MUSICIANS. 
BY  A.  A.  UADLEV,  Organist. 

Among  the  principal  musicians  who  have 
been  teachers  and  organists  in  Montpelier 
are : 

S.  B.  Whitney,  teacher  and  organist  in 
1862 — for  about  4  years  here — who  has 
since  made  himself  famous  in  Boston  as  an 
organist  and  conductor. 

About  this  time,  or  before,  was  Mr.  H. 
Irving  Proctor,  who  taught  successfully, 
and  is  now  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

I  think,  following  Mr.  Whitney,  was  Mr. 
Irving  Emerson,  who  played  at  the  old 
Brick  Church  3  years,  and  also  taught ; 
now  located  at  Hariford.  Ct.,  oriranist  and 
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organ  at  Bethany  church  for  2.^  years ; 
afterwards  he  studied  abroad  several  years, 
and  is  now  located  in  Chicago  as  director 
of  the  Hershey  music  school,  and  is  con- 
nidcrt'd  one  of  the  greatest  of  living  organ- 
ists. 

Following  him,  at  the  Bethany  church, 
as  organist,  was  Mr.  \\\  A.  IjRIGGS,  who 
is  a  fine  organist,  and  somev.'hat  noted  as  a 
composer. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Wheaton,  who  teaches  at 
"  Goddard,"  Baire,  beside  being  a  success- 
ful teacher,  is  also  organist  at  the  Unitarian 
church,  Montpelier. 

Mr.  Horace  H.  Sckibner,  v.ho  has 
also  taught  here  several  years,  is  pres- 
ent organist  at  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
is  liked  by  all  as  an  accompanist  on  the 
organ  and  piano. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Hadley,  who  has  studied 
some  time  at  Boston,  has  charge  of  the 
musical  department  in  the  *' \'ermont  Con- 
ference Seminary  and  Female  College,*'  at 
Montpelier,  and  is  organist  at  Trinity 
M.  E.  Church",  this  village. 

Mr.  Andrew  J.  Phillii'S  was  chorister 
several  years,  ending  in  1879,  Bethany 
church,  and  teacher  of  vocal  music.  He 
married  while  here  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Redfield,  and  has  a  brother  at  present 
here,  Mr.  W^m.  E.  Phillips,  a  photograph 
artist  with  Mr.  Harlow.  . 

Mr.  Fred  W.  Bancroft,  a  resident  and 
native  of  Montpelier,  present  chorister  at 
Christ  Church,  has  a  good  deal  of  local 
reputation  as  a  fine  tenor  singer. 

Among  the  ladies,  Ellen  Nye,  beside 
being  a  good  teacher,  is  the  finest  pianist 
in  this  vicinity. 

Mrs.  Briggs,  who  sang  at  the  time  Mr. 
Phillips  was  chorister  at  Bethany,  and  for 
several  years,  is  distinguished  as  a  very 
fine  soprano,  and  now  sings  at  Boston. 

Miss  Cheney,  also  a  very  fine  soprano, 
sang  several  years  at  the  Unitarian  church 
here.    She  now  sings  at  Burlington. 

Among  other  sopranos  are  Josic  h'oleau 


Wheatley,  much  liked,  and  of 
Miss  Mary  Phinney  and  Miss 
from  Massachusetts,  played   the  i  Clara  Dew-ey  deserve  special  notice. 


In  1868,  the  now  famous  H.  Clarence  j  the  alto 
Eddy 


I 


MONTPELIER. 


BIOGRAPHJCAL  SKETCHES. 

Fioiii  Tlioinpsoii'.-  History  of 'Montix^ller. 
COLOXET,  JACOB  D.WIS- 

Colonel  Jacob  Davis,  the  fust  perma- 
nt-nt  .setilci  ot  AloDtpcHcr,  and  enipliiui- 
cally  the  chief  of  its  founders,  was  born  in 
Oxford,  Mass.,  in  1739.  ^^'^^  descendants 
have  preserved  no  memorials  of  his  youth, 
and  only  know  he  received  no  advantages 
of  education  except  from  the  common 
schools  of  the  times.  In  1754,  the  part  of 
the  town,  in  whicli  his  father's  fimily  re- 
sided, -vvas  set  otY  from  Oxford,  and  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  Charlton.  Here 
he  lived  until  he  removed  to  Vermont. 
He  married  Rebecca  Davis,  of  the  same 
town,  a  second  cousin,  and  an  intelligent, 
amiable  and  every  way  estimable  young 
lady.  Mr.  Davis  must  have  been  a  man 
of  c«jn:Jdcral4e  properiy  and  st^inding  in 
his  town  ;  and  he  probably  passed  through 
all  the  lower  grades  of  military  office  in  the 
militia  of  his  county,  and  became  widely 
known  as  an  active  patriot  in  the  cause  of 
the  American  Revolution;  for  in  1776,  we 
find  hhn  acting  under  a  Colonel's  commis- 
sion of  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts detached  or  drafted  militia,  subject 
to  the  call  of  Congr  ess  or  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  whenever  the  occasion  might  re- 
quire. How  much  he  was  in  active  service 
is-  not  known ;  but  the  traditions  of  his 
family  make  him  to  have  been  with  his 
command  in  the  little  army  of  Washington 
in  the  memorable  crossing  of  the  Delaware 
to  attack  the  Hessians  at  Trenton  in  De- 
cember, 1776.  He  was  subsequently  un- 
der contract  to  carry,  and  so  did,  the  Unit- 
ed States  mail  over  one  of  the  mail  routes 
in  his  part  of  Massachusetts  for  some  years. 
A  few  years  after  there  was  an  old  Jew  en- 
gaged in  traffic,  who  owned  a  large  house, 
or  ware-house,  in  the  neighboring  town  of 
Leicester  ;  Colonel  Davis,  and  another  gen- 
tleman of  the  vicinity,  purchased  this 
building,  had  it  ritted  up,  and  a  select  high 
school  put  in  operation.  This  was  the 
small  begin ninti:  of  the  afterwards  well 
known  Leicester  Academy,  founded  in. 
1774;  and  that  Colonel  Davis  was  consid- 
ered one  of  its  founders  is  shown  by  the 
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fact,  since  his  death,  his  fandlv  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  asking  for  his  portrait  that 
it  miglit  be  placed  in  the  Academy  build- 
ing, with  that  of  the  other  founders  of 
that  institution. 

E:ii]y  In  the.  year  1780,  he  had  turned 
his  attention  to  the  purchase  of  wild  lands 
in  the  new  State  of  Vermont;  and  v;as 
among  the  most  active  in  procuring  the 
granting  and  chartering  of  the  township, 
which  he  caused  to  be  named  Montpelier, 
at  the  October  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  Vermont  in  that  year.  From  that  time 
to  the  commencement  of  the  meetings  of 
the  proprietors  in  the  winter  of  I786,v/hich 
he  attended,  Colonel  Davis  appears  to 
have  been  energetically  engaged  in  his  pri- 
vate business,  at  Charlton,  or  in  public  en- 
terprises, like  the  one  above  mentioned. 
But  from  this  year,  and  perhaps  the  year 
before,  he  was  obviously  employed  in  dis- 
posing of  his  Cjuite  handsome  property  in 
Massachusetts,  and  arranging  for  removal 
to  his  newly  elected  home  in  Vermont. 
In  the  winter  of  1787,  after  having  made, 
during  the  previous  summer  and  fail,  sev- 
eral journeys  into  the  State  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  proprietors,  commence  the 
survey  of  the  new  township,  in  which  he 
had  secured  three  rights,  or  about  1000 
acres,  and  make  selection  of  pitches  for 
the  occupation  of  himself  and  sons,  he  re- 
moved his  family  to  Brooklield,  then  the 
nearest  settled  town  to  Montpelier :  and 
early  in  the  following  spring,  still  leaving 
his  wife  and  daughters  at  Brookfield,  till  a 
comfortable  home  could  be  provided  for 
them,  he  came  with  his  sons  and  a  hired 
man  to  make  his  opening  in  the  dark  for- 
ests of  Montpelier.  His  career  for  the 
next  12  or  15  years,  involved,  to  a  remark- 
able degree,  the  history  of  the  town.. 

Near  the  year  1800,  he  became  involved 
in  several  large  and  vexatious  lawsuits, 
growing  out  of  disputed  land  titles  or  the 
sales  of  lands  he  had  effected  through  his 
agencies  under  foreign  landholders.  In 
one  of  these,  for  want  of  his  ability  to 
make  legal  proof  of  payments  that  the  dis- 
tant proprietors  had  received,  a  large  judg- 
ment was  obtained  in  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  against  him,  which  was  con- 
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sidered  by  himself,  his  faniily  and  friends,  | 
so  iiajusi  that  he,  v/ith  their  concurrence,  | 
resolved  never  to  pay  it.    And  in  pursu-  j 
ance  of  this  determination,  he  conveyed  to  j 
u;c.  co'^'T,  nrid  ?or"^-in-]r»v/  the  principal  part  j 
of  his  attachable  property,  and,  removing  I 
his  family  to  Burlington,  so  as  to  be  within 
the  limits  of  Chittenden  county  jail-yard, 
invited  the  service  of  the  execution  taken 
out  against   him   on    his  own  person. 
Here  in  Burlington,  he  led  a  quiet  life  for 
over  a  dozen  years,  during  which  frequent 
ofters  of  compromises  were  n;ade  him  by 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit,  which  he  steadily 
rejected  till  the  winter  of  1814,  when  they 
made  an  ofler  so  nearly  amounting  to  a  re- 
linquishment of  their  whole  claim,  and  so 
virtually  involving  an  admission  of  its  in- 
justice, that  he  accepted  it,  and  the  whole 
matter  in  dispute  .was  amicably  settled. 
But  before  he  became  prepared  to  remove, 
as  he  was  about  to  do,  to  his  beloved  Mont- 
pelier,  he  was  attacked  by  an  acute  disease 
which  terminated  his  life  A.pril  9,  18 14. 
His  remains  were  brought  to  I\Iontpelier 
for  interment,  and   a  broad  tomb-stone 
marking  the  place  where  they  repose  may 
now  be  found  in  the  old  village  grave-yard. 

In  person.  Col.  Davis  was  6  feet  high, 
broad-shouldered,  compactly  formed  and 
well  proportioned,  with  unusually  large 
bones  and  muscles.  His  face  was  round 
favored,  and  handsomely  featured,  and  his 
whole  app  arance  dignified  and  command- 
ing. His  great  physical  powers  are  in- 
stanced in  his  ability  to  slash  an  acre  of 
forest  land  in  a  day.  Let  one  other  suffice. 
Old  Mr.  Levi  Humphrey,  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  v/ho  died  in  this  town,  August, 
1859,  aged  93  years,  told  us,  about  a  fort- 
night before  his  death,  he  well-remembered 
being  one  day  at  Col.  Davis'  log  house, 
when  the  latter  requested  two  of  his  strong- 
est hired  men  to  go  into  the  yard  and 
bring  in,  for  a  back-log  for  their  long  open 
fire-place,  a  cut  of  green  maple  4  feet  long 
or  more  and  nearly  2  feet  in  diameter.  In 
compliance,  they  each  took  hold  of  an  end, 
but  reported  they  were  unable  to  bring  it 
in,  and  were  preparing  to  roil  it  up  to  the 
door  with  handspikes,  when  the  Colonel, 
havmij  noticed  their  failure  to  take  up  the 


log,  came  out,  motioned  them  aside,  and 
grasping  the  ends  with  his  long  arms,  lift- 
ed and  miarched  into  the  house  with  it,  and 
threw  it  on  to  the  fire,  pleasantly  remark- 
ing to  them  as  he  did  so,  that  **  they  did 
not  appear  to  be  any  great  things  at  log- 
lifting.''  But  Coi.  Davis'  physical  powers 
were  of  small  account  in  the  comparison 
with  the  other  strong  traits  of  the  man, 
his  enterprise,  energy,  judgment  and  far- 
reaching  sagacity  ;  but  even  they  were  not 
all  the  good  qualities  of  his  character  ;  no 
needy  man  ever  went  empty-handed  from 
his  door ;  he  ever  gave  emplo}'ment  of 
some  kind  to  all  who  asked  for  it ;  and  so 
well  he  rewarded  all  his  employees,  that  no 
reasonable  man  in  the  whole  settlement 
was  ever  heard  to  complain  of  the  amount 
of  wages  he  paid,  or  any  unfair  conduct  in 
his  dealings. 

[in  addition,  Mr.  Oilman  gives:  Cliarl- 
ton,  the  birth  place  of  Col.  Davis,  adjoins 
Leicester  on  the  north.  Hon.  Emory 
Washburn,  in  his  history  of  Leicester, 
states  that  the  academy  in  that  town,  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  state,  "owes  its  founda- 
tion to  the  generosity  and  public  spiiit  of 
Col.  Jacob  Davis,  and  Col.  Ebenezer  Crafts, 
whose  munificence  was  suitably  acknowl- 
edged in  the  Act  of  Incorporation.  They 
purchased  the  commodious  dwelling  house, 
then  recently  occupied  by  Aaron  Lopez, 
and  its  appendages,  together  with  an  acre 
of  land,  which  they  conveyed  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  Leicester  Academy,  in  consideration, 
of  the  rega.dthey  bear  to  virtue  and  learn- 
ing, which  they  consider  greatly  conducive 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  The 
value  of  this  estate  was  $1716,  and  was 
situated  directly  in  front  of  the  present 
Academy  buildings.  The  liberality  of 
these  gentlemen,  one  of  them  (Davis)  res- 
ident of  Charlton,  and  the  other  (Crafts) 
of  Sturbridge,  deserves  the  gratitude  of  pos- 
terity.'' Col.  Davis  owned  a  valuable  es- 
tate in  Charlton,  adjacent  to  that  of  his 
brother,  Ebenezer  Davis.  Col.  Nathan- 
!  iel.  Gen.  Farley,  and  Hezekiah  Davis, 
!  three  brothers,  early  settlers  in  MontpclixT, 
were  sons  of  Ebenezer  Davis  of  Charlton, 
and  nephews  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  not 
cousins,  as  stated  by  Thompson.] 
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REBECCA  DAVIS. 

The  efficient  help-meet  of  the  energetic 
man,  whose  lite  and  character  we  have  but 
too  briefly  sketched,  was  born  in  Oxford, 
Mass.,  in  1743;  married  about  the  year 
1765,  and  died  Feb.  25,  1823.  Sh.e  lies 
buried  by  the  s'de  of  her  husband  in  this 
village,  wiiere  she  peacefully  passed  the  last 
as  well  as  the  middle  portion  of  her  useful 
and  exemplary  life.  She  early  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church  after  it  was  es- 
tablished in  this  village,  and  had  long  been 
considered  a  Christian  in  works,  as  well 
as  faith,  which  vould  have  well  wan-anted 
an  earlier  public  profession  of  religion. 
Unusually  comely  in  person,  with  a  sweet 
smile  ever  on  her  lips,  kind  in  disposition, 
intelligent  and  discreet,  she  was  the  never 
failing  friend  of  the  needy  and  distressed, the 
judicious  adviser  of  the  young,  and  tlie  uni- 
versal oijjecl  of  i'k:  love  and  respect  of  all 
classes  of  the  people  of  the  settlement.  Of 
the  more  than  half  score  of  her  cotempora- 
ries  in  this  town  of  whom  we  have  made 
inquiries  respecting  her,  all  most  cordially 
united  in  affirming,  in  substance,  what  we 
will  only  quote  as  the  warmly  expressed 
words  of  one  of  them;  "Mrs.  Colonel 
Davis  was  one  of  the  best,  the  very  best, 
women  in  the  whole  world  She  was  a 
mother  in  the  early  Montpelier  Israel,  and 
she  has  left  behind  her  a  name  bright  with 
blessed  memories. 

::0N.  DAVID  WING,  JR., 

was  born  in  Rochester,  Mass.,  June  24, 
1766;  removed  with  his  father  and  family 
to  IVfontpelier  about  1790,  and  settled 
down  with  them  on  a  farm  adjoining  what 
is  now  known  as  the  old  Clark  Stevens 
place,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town.  He 
had  doubtless  received  a  rather  superior 
common  school  education,  though  the  ed- 
ucational accomplishments,  which  he  al- 
most at  once  exhibited  after  coming  into  the 
settlement,  were  probably  mainly  the  fruits 
of  his  native  taste  and  scholarship,  which 
is  strikingly  conspicuous  in  all  the  memo- 
ri  ils,  social  or  civil,  that  he  has  left  behind 
him.  He  taught  the  second  school  of  the 
town,  which  was  opened,  it  is  believed,  in 
the  same  year  in  which  he  became  one  of 
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its  inhabitants.  *  Within  about  2  years 
after  his  arrival,  he  was  elected  tov/n  clerk, 
and  during  the  next  dozen  years  the  offices 
of  town  agent,  town  representative,  judge 
of  the  county  court  and  secretary  of  state, 
seem  to  have  been  crowded  upon  him  in 
regular  and  rapid  succession.  As  an  ev- 
idence of  his  great  popularity  among  his 
townsmen,  maybe  cited,  that  while  he  was 
holding  the  office  of  side  judge,  and  chief 
judge  of  the  county  court — ten-fold  the 
best  office  held  by  any  other  inhabitant  of 
the  town — he  was  elected  the  town  repre- 
sentative 4  years  previous  to  his  election 
as  secretary  of  state  ;  and  not  content  with 
that,  for  the  several  years  during  that 
time,  they  threw  their  entire  vote  for  him 
as  state  treasurer.  Considering  the  jeal- 
ousies usually  existing  among  the  numbers 
found  in  every  tov,'n  who  believe  them- 
selves qualified  for  office,  and  who  gen- 
erally raise  a  clamor  against  bestowing  an 
office  on  a  man  who  is  already  holding 
another  good  office,  perhaps  nothing  could 
be  adduced,  which  shows  so  strongly,  the 
personal  regard  in  which  David  Wing  was 
universally  held  by  his  almost  idolizing 
townsmen. 

In  1792,  he  married  Hannah,  second 
daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  Davis,  a  young 
lady  of  many  personal  attractions  and 
much  moral  excellence.  They  had  eight 
children,  whose  names  show  the  classical 
tastes  of  the  father,  and  estimation  in 
wliich  the  different  noted  personages  of 
history  were  held  by  him  :  Debby  Daphne, 
Christopher  Columbus,  Algernon  Sidney, 
Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,  Maria  Theresa, 
David  Davis,  Caroline  Augusta  and  Max- 
imus  Fabius.  The  two  first  daughters 
died  in  infancy  ;  the  other  children  arrived 
at  maturity,  and  took  highly  respectable 
positions  in  society,  though  only  one  of 
them  appears  to  have  fully  inherited  the 
tastes  and  native  scholarship  of  their 
father — the  Rev.  Marcus  T.  C.  Wing. 

In  person.  Judge  Wing  was  of  medium 
height,  of  a  good  form,  tine  head,  shapely 
features  and  an  animated  countenance,  all 
made  the  more  attractive  and  winning  by 
the  dignified  affability  of  his  manners.  As 
an  instance  of  the  quickness  of  his  per- 
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ceptions,  his  ready  business  capacities  and 
the  versatile  character  of  his  talents,  sev- 
eral of  his  yet  surviving  cotemporaries 
have  named  to  us  the  fact,  of  which  they 
f:':;':]:'cnt]y  co;;:  -rart,  thnt  he  woiiid 
correctly  and  rapidly  draw  up  any  kind  of 
document,  report,  despatch  or  legal  in- 
strument in  writing,  and  at  the  same  time 
maintain  a  connected  and  lively  conversa- 
tion with  those  around  him.. 

He  was  elected  secretary  of  state  in  the 
fall  of  1802,  and  v/hile  still  holding  the 
office,  and  in  the  nddst  of  his  usefulness 
and  high  promise,  was  suddenly  swept 
away  by  a  malignant  fever,  Sept.  13,  1806. 
Rarely  has  a  death  occuiTcd  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State  wliich  produced  so  pro- 
found a  sensation  in  community,  and  it 
was  mourned  as  a  great  loss,  not  only  to 
the  town  but  to  the  whole  State. 

[Makcus  TuLurs  Cicero  Wing,  son  of 
David  Wing,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  17,  179S ; 
graduated  at  Middlebury  in  the  Class  of 
1820;  read  medicine  in  iMontpelier,  1820- 
182 1  ;  v/as  teacher  in  Maryland,  1821- 
24 ;  studied  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  in  Alexandria,  Va.,  Gh  years; 
was  tutor  in  Kenyon  College,  O.,  1826-29; 
Rector  of  an  Episcopal  church  in  Board- 
man,  O.,  1829-31  ;  editor  of  the  Gambier 
Observer,  and  treasurer  and  general  agent 
of  Kenyon  College,  several  years,  since 
which  he  Ik  s  been  Professor  of  Ecclesiasti- 
cal History  in  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  of  Ohio  at  Gambier.  He  hasie- 
ccived  the  degree  of  D.  D.  (1853.) 

—  Pearson  Catalonue. 
ELDER  ZIBA  WOODWORTH, 

a  man  whose  character  was  marked  by 
many  peculiar  qualities,  whose  life  was 
checkered  by  many  peculiar  events,  was 
born  Apr.  1769,  in  Bozrah,  Ct.,  and  was  a 
connection  of  the  gallant  Col.  Ledyard, 
who  married  his  aunt,  and  his  two  broth- 
ers, Joseph  and  Asahel  Woodworth,  Ziba, 
the  younger,  but  17,  became  soldiers  in 
Col.  Ledyard's  regiment;  when  that  re- 
vengeful devil  incarnate,  Benedict  Arnold, 
led  the  British  against  New  London,  and 
utterly  desolated  it  with  fire  and  sword, 
Ziba  and  his  brother  Asahel  were,  with 


their  brave  uncle  in  command,  in  Fort 
Griswold,  on  the  Groton  side  of  the 
Thames,  Joseph  being  with  another  de- 
tachment som.e  miles  distant,  but  hasten- 
ing on  to  the  rescue.  While  the  infamous 
Arnold  was  devastating  New  London,  he 
sent  out  a  detachment  of  several  hundred 
British  troops,  under  Col.  Eyre,  to  carry 
Fort  Griswold.  The  resistance  of  Col. 
Ledyard  was  gallant  but  unavailing.  Part 
of  the  works  were  dilapidated,  and  the 
British,  after  being  kept  at  bay  about  an 
hour,  and  suffering  the  temporary  loss  of 
their  Colonel,  who  was  badly  wounded, 
and  the  loss  of  their  second  in  command. 
Major  .Montgomery,  who,  with  many  of 
the  soldiers,  was  killed,  poured  into  the 
Fort  in  overwhelming  numbers,  under  the 
lead  of  the  third  officer  in  rank,  the  vin- 
dictive and  brutal  Major  Broomfield.  Col. 
Ledyard  surrendered  the  fort,  and,  while 
presenting  his  sword,  hilt  first,  to  the 
British  commander,  was  murderously  run 
through  the  body  by  his  ov/n  weapon. 
Thereupon  the  British  commenced  an  in- 
discriminate butchery  of  the  Americans. 
Among  the  first,  Ziba  and  his  brother 
Asahel  were  prostrated' — Asahel  by  a 
bullet,  shattering  the  bones  of  his  knee  ; 
Ziba  by  a  head-wound,  which  rendered  him 
insensible.  They  had  not  yet  done  enough 
for  the  desperately  wounded  Ziba  ;  one  of 
them  made  a  heavy  lunge  with  a  bayonet 
into  his  bowels  ;  the  wound,  though,  owing 
to  the  strength  and  thickness  of  the  new- 
tow  shirt  he  had  on,  not  proving  mortal, 
and  another  struck  him  senseless  w;th  the 
butt  of  a  musket  on  the  head.  The  mas- 
sacre was  intended  to  be  universal.  [As 
this  account  had  from  the  lips  of  Uncle 
Ziba  in  his  lifetime  appears  to  violate  his- 
tory, it  will  be  contended  by  some  that  he 
j  mistook  some  other  British  officer  there 
I  slain  for  the  murderer  of  Ledyard.]  After 
I  all  had,  or  were  supposed  to  have,  receiveci 
j  their  death  wounds,  the  Bridsh,  in  their 
j  wanton  ferocity,  dragged  out  a  dozen  or  so 
cf  th  )se  who  exhibited  tliC  most  signs  of 
life,  piled  tliem  into  a  detached  cart,  and 
sent  it  rolling  down  a  steep  bank  till  it 
struck  a  large  apple  tree,  by  which  it  was 
stove  to  pieces  in  the  shock,  and  made  a 
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sudden  end  of  its  groaning  victims.    Most  \ 
of  these  particulars  were  had  from  the  lips 
of  Zibn  Woodu'orth. 

After  a  long,  distressing  sickness,  Ziba 
iccjvci.;.:,  c\L.:]j\.  In  thc  U3C  cf  his  knee, 
arid  in  a  few  years,  came  with  his  two 
brothers,  and  perhaps  other  members  of 
his  family,  to  settle  in  Montpelier.  His 
first  pitch  was  made  on  the  lot  lying  about 
I  mile  east  of  the  village,  which  he  soon, 
sold  to  James  Hawkins,  and  purchased 
another  on  the  Branch,  about  mile  above 
the  village,  where  he  resided  till  his  death, 
Nov.  27,  1826. 

He  married  and  lived  some  year»5  with 
his  wife  in  Connecticut,  when  they  were 
divorced,  and  soon  after  coming  here,  he 
married  I^cy  Palmer,  from  Canaan,  N.H. 
Their  children,  5,  all  but  their  son  John, 
who  is  still  living.  (i8f>o.)  died  in  child- 
hood. 

He  came  into  Montpelier  about  1790, 
was  present  at  its  organization  and  its  first 
town  clerk.  Ever  after  coming  here,  he 
was  accounted  a  religious  man  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  persuasion.  In  about  1800, 
he  began  tu  exhort  in  public  n^eetings,  and 
in  January,  1806,  was  licensed  and  or- 
dained at  a  quarterly  meeting  of  Free  Will 
Baptists  held  at  Danville.  He  did  not, 
however,  preach  statedly  anywhere,  but 
mostly  confining  himself  to  his  farm,  di- 
vided his  spare  time  between  politics  and 
religior.,  and  became  as  ardent  a  partisan 
as  he  was  a  Christian. 

Elj^ler  W'oodworth  v.as  of  small  stature, 
limping  in  gate,  but  of  wonderfully  an- 
imated manner,  and  his  heart  seemed  ever 
absolutely  overflowing  with  the  gushing 
of  benevolenee.  Once,  learning  a  poor 
man  from  his  neighborhood,  who  had 
moved  to  Ohio,  had  fallen  sick  and  died 
there,  leaving  two  or  three  unprotected 
children,  he  left  his  business,  journeyed 
all  the  way  to  Ohio,  at  his  own  expense, 
in  a  single  wagon,  and  brought  all  the 
children  home  with  him.  And  still  Uncle 
Ziba  had  enough  faults  to  mingle  with  his 
virtues,  to  make  him  sometime  the  subject 
of  doubtful  remarks  among  the  less  char- 
itable of  the  community.  He  was  guite 
energetic  in  all  he  did  or  said,  and  the 
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I  ardor  of  his  temperament  often  led  hirn 
into  some  extravagance  of  speech  or  action. 
But,  take  him  all  in  all,  he  was  a  man  o| 
the  kindest  of  impulses,  a  hearty  friend,  a 
charitable  opponent,  a  good  neighbor  and 
a  good  citizen. 

DOCTOR  p:dward  lamb, 
born  in  Leicester,  Mass.,  1771,  had  not  the 
advantages  of  a  full  public  education,  but 
studied  at  the  academy,  growing  up  in 
that  town,  in  which  the  classics  were  be- 
ginning to  be  taught  several  years,  and  af- 
ter that  added  a  respectable  knowledge  of 
Latin  and  Greek,  and  entered  as  a  rjicdical 
student  with  Dr.  Fiske  of  .Sturbridge,  con- 
tinuing v/ith  him  until  he  had  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  in  Boston  and 
Cambridge,  v/hen,  at  the  age  of  about  24, 
he  ren-iOved  to  Montpelier,  where  his  elder 
brother,  Colonel  Larned  Lamb,  had  som.e 
years  preceded  him,  and  settled  in  his  pro- 
fession. In  1803  he  m.arried  Polly  Witlier- 
ell  of  Montpelier,  who  died  in  1S22,  leaving 
no  issue.  Pie  was  constable  and  collector 
of  the  town  from  1799,  two  years;  town 
representative  in  I004,  14,  15  ;  and  wliat 
should  be  esteemed  a  still  greater  honor, 
was  one  of  the  Presidential  electors  when 
Gen.  Harrison  was  run  in  1S36. 

Although  not  much  of  a  public  speaker, 
he  acquitted  himself  well  in  his  public  sta- 
tions, for  he  was  a  man  of  rare  good  sense, 
unusually  extensive  practical  information, 
and  had  a  wonderful  memory  he  had  stored 
with  a  vast  fund  of  all  sorts  of  knowledge 
and  learning. 

We  know  of  but  two  public  performances 
of  his,  not  connected  with  the  above  named 
offices — one  the  delivery  of  an  original  ora- 
tion at  the  first  celebration  of  the  fourth  of 
July  ever  held  in  Montpelier,  in  1S06,  the 
other  his  valuable  address  on  the  "  Science 
of  Medicine,''  delivered  before  the  Ver- 
mont Medical  Society  some  15  years  later. 

But  it  was  in  his  profession  he  was  best 
known  to  the  public,  and  that  more  favor- 
ably and  extensively  than  often  falls  to  the 
lot  of  a  local  physician.  His  opinio q.^ 
among  his  professional  brethcn,  in  iliis 
section  of  the  State,  were  widely  sought 
and  respected.    In  a  knowledge  of  the 
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technicaiitie?;  of  medical  science  he  scarce- 
ly hnd  a  superior.  In  all  the  ordinary  dis-  ! 
eases,  his  skill  was  equal  to  that  of  other 
good  physicians— in  fevers  it  was  such  as 
L.^  ^y.cu:c  hi.u  l!;,  ."■.iv  abk^L  pr.ictition- 
ers  of  Vermont.  The  estimation  in  which 
his  skill  was  ht.-ld,  in  this  respect,  by  liis 
professional  brethren,  is  sufficiently  attest- 
ed, that  during  the  general  and  fatal  prev- 
alence of  malignant  fevers  in  1813  and  14, 
he  had  at  one  time  no  less  than  14  sick 
physician:,  under  his  immediate  care  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 

Du  ring  the  run  of  the  spotted  fever,  in  I 
this  vicinity,  Dr.  Lamb  had  the  chief  care 
of  70  cases,  and  lost  but  three.  His  prac- 
tice in  his  own  town,  was,  at  least  40  years, 
as  full  as  it  was  successful ;  while  for  diffi- 
cult cases  his  attendance  was  sought  in  all 
th*^  S'jrrnundin"'  countrv. 

He  had  some  unfortunal:e  dcficiences. 
In  all  his  own  pecuniary  affairs,  he  was 
singularly  remiss.  More  than  half  the 
time,  it  is  believed,  he  made  no  charges 
for  his  services  at  all.  He  rarely  dunned 
any  man;  and  if  he  did,  it  was  when  he 
happened  to  be  hard  pressed  for  money  to 
keep  up  his  unusally  plain  and  cheap  way 
of  living.  Then  often  he  would  go  to  some 
abundantly  responsible  customer,  owing 
him  honestly,  perhaps,  $50,  ask  for  $15  or 
$20,  and  on  receiving  it,  hand  back  a  re- 
ceipt, in  full  of  the  whole  account.  In  fact, 
he  was  one  (;f  the  most  unselfish  men  in 
the  world,  and  could  not  be  brought  to  care 
any  more  for  money,  except  for  supplying 
his  absolute  present  wants,  than  so  much 
dirt  beneath  his  feet.  And  in  all  his  ex- 
tensive practice  among  all  classes  of  com- 
munity, it  probably  never  once  entered  his 
head  to  make  the  least  distinction  between 
the  richest  and  poorest,  in  the  promptitude 
and  faithfulness  of  his  attendance.  And 
the  consequence,  while  his  just  and  honest 
earnings  would  have  made  him,  well  man- 
aged, worth  $50,000,  he  died  worth  scarce- 
ly one  hundredth  of  that  amount.  He 
was  everybody's  servant,  and  everybody's 
friend  but  Ins  own ;  and  being  at  last 
seized  with  one  of  the  ten  thousand  fevers 
he  had  so  successfully  managed  in  others, 
he  at  once  predicted  its  end  but  too  cor- 


rectly, and  in  a  few  days  passed  peacefuly 
away,  Nov.  4,  1S45,  aged  about  74,.  uni- 
versally regretted  and  respected. 

Personally,  he  was  of  medium  height, 
rather  stocky,  moderate  in  his  m.otions, 
slightly  limping  in  gait  in  consequence  of 
a  fever  sore  on  one  of  his  legs  in  his  youth, 
and  very  neglectful  in  all  matters  of  ciress 
and  outward  appearance, — all  which  were 
at  once  forgotten,  when  one  confronted  his 
massive  and  noble  head,  manly  features, 
pleasant  blue  eye,  and  thoughtful,  impres- 
sive countenance  ;  and  socially,  he  was  one 
of  the  most  kindly  and  agreeable  men,  full 
of  instructive  remarks,  generally  aptly  illus- 
trated by  the  fund  of  piquant  and  amusing 
anecdotes  which,  in  the  course  of  his  vari- 
ous reading  and  experience,  he  had  treas- 
ured in  his  remarkable  memory. 

If  ever  a  people  owed  a  great  and  une- 
quivocal debt  of  gratitude  to  any  one  man, 
the  people  of  Montpelier  and  vicinity  rest 
under  such  an  obligation  to  Dr.  Lamb. 

COL.  JAMES  H.  LANGDON, 

the  successful  merchant  of  Montpelier,  was 
born  in  Farmington,  Conn.,  Mar.  3,  1783. 
When  a  youth  he  entered  the  store  of 
Gen.  Abner  Forbes,  then  the  leading  mer- 
chant of  Windsor,  Vt.,  to  acquire  aknowl- 
edge  of  the  mercantile  profession,  which 
he  had  determined  to  make  the  business  of 
his  life.  And  such  was  the  progress  he 
made  and  the  confidence  he  inspired,  and 
tact  and  good  judgment  he  displayed  in  all 
the  details  of  trade,  and  more  im.portant 
transactions  of  business  coming  within  the 
scope  of  his  action,  that  his  employer. 
Gen.  Forbes,  before  he  reached  the  age  of 
21,  took  him  into  partnership,  and  estab- 
lished him  at  the  head  of  a  branch  store 
in  the  village  of  Montpelier,  in  1803.  For 
the  next  half  dozen  years  he  continued  to 
do  business  under  the  firm  of  Langdcn  & 
Forbes  ;  wheji  justly  believing  he  had  ac- 
cumulated capital  enough  and  friends 
enough  in  this  place  to  warrant  the  move- 
m.ent,  he  bought  out  Gen.  Forbes'  interest 
in  the  store,  and  thenceforward  conducted 
the  business  in  his  own  name,  and  entirely 
on  his  own  responsibility. 

From  this  time,  alone  or  in  company 
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with  diflt-rcnt  partners,  the  firstand  longest 
continued  being  the  systematic  and  clear- 
headed Joha  liarnard,  who  v.a.s  prcmatuiely 
cut  down  by  an  acute  disease  in  1822  ;and 
the  next,  the  Hon.  John  Spalding,  still 
survivir.g,  [since  ciecea-->cd. j  vio^n  lliis 
time,  for  the  next  20  years,  Col.  Langdon 
seemed  to  be  Nvafted  forward  on  one  un- 
varied tide  of  prosperity  and  success,  and 
great  public  benefits  grew  out  of  his  com- 
mercial career,  as  he  was  instrumental  in 
reforming  the  irregularities  of  trade,  which 
up  to  his  day  custom  had  sanctioned,  and 
in  placing  it  on  a  just  and  honorable  basis  ; 
and  wliile  thus  conferring  untold  benefits 
on  his  town  by  what  he  did,  and  by  the 
force  of  his  salutary  examples,  he  so  con- 
ducted his  dealings  as  well  to  deserve  all 
the  remarkable  success  which  attended 
him.  Bat  we  need  not  here  enlarge  on  his 
liobic  chaiuciCiislics  as  a  nvcrchant ;  we 
shall  rather  confine  the  remainder  of  our 
sketch  to  that  which  particularly  marked 
him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  and  gave  him 
that  strong  hold  on  public  feeling,  and  that 
high  place  in  the  public  estimation,  which 
he  retained  tlirough  life. 

In  1809,  Col.  Langdon  married  Miss 
Nabby  Robbins,  of  Lexington,  Mass.,  a 
union  from  which  sprang  five  children, 
Amon,  who  died  in  childhood,  John  B., 
James  R.,  George,  and  Caira  R.  Langdon. 
[John  Barnard  and  George  Langdon  have 
died;  James  Robbins  and  Caira  R.,  now 
Mrs.  Nicholas,  are  still  living.] 

Col.  langdon  ever  manifested  a  proper 
interest,  and  often  took  an  active  part  in 
the  public  affairs  and  official  business  of 
the  town,  having  at  various  times  filled 
with  acceptance  its  most  important  offices. 
He  also  entered,  and  was  rapidly  promoted, 
in  the  military  line,  till  he  gained  the  tide 
by  which  he  is  here  designated.  In  the 
year  1828,  having  removed  over  the  river 
to  his  beautiful  meadows  within  the  bor- 
ders of  Berlin,  he  was  elected  with  unusual 
unanimity  by  the  people  of  that  town,  as 
their  representative  in  the  Legislature  ;  and 
in  the  following  year  re-elected  to  the  office 
still  more  urianimously ;  and  by  the  appli- 
cation of  his  excellent  judgment  and  great 
pracucal  knowledge  in  tlie  business  of 


legislation,  he  well  justified  the  choice  of 
his  constituents.  In  1828,  he  was  elected, 
on  the  retirementof  the  Hon.  Elijah  Paine, 
the  first  to  hold  the  office.  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Montpelier,  which  responsible 
office  he  continued  to  hold  to  the  time  of 
his  death. 

In  person,  Col.  Langdon  was  well  formed, 
and  his  features  were  all  shapely  and  hand- 
some ;  while  his  countenance  was  lighted 
up  by  one  of  the  most  kindly  and  winning 
smiles  that  ever  enlivened  the  human  fiice. 
Nor  did  his  countenance  belie  his  heart, 
inherently  sincere,  sympathetic  and  hu- 
mane. And,  while  in  all  the  movements 
and  enterprises  of  public  benevolence,  his 
liberality  was  commensurate  with  his  means, 
in  private  charities  and  individual  assist- 
ance, he  went,  as  he  wished,  far  beyond 
what  v/as  ever  generally  made  known  to 
the  public ;  for  he  was  extrem.ely  averse  to 
making  any  parade  of  his  benefactions, 
and  his  favors  were  very  generally  con- 
ferred under  injunctions  of  secrecy.  And 
thus  it  was,  that  the  extent  of  his  private 
charities  and  pecuniary  assistance  to  the 
distressed  and  tliose  laboring  under  busi- 
ness embarrassments,  were  never  known 
except  through  the  irrepressible  outgush- 
ings  of  gratitude  from  the  lip^s  of  those 
whom  he  had  relieved. 

His  lenity  and  forbearance  towards  all 
who  were  indebted  to  him  were  remark- 
able ;  and,  to  the  credit  of  human  nature 
be  it  said,  a^  remarkable  was  the  gratitude 
of  those  thus  favored,  and  their  deterniin- 
ation  that  he  should  never  be  the  loser  by 
the  kindness  he  had  conferred.  After  he  j 
had  retired  from  business,  expecting  to  be  1 
much  absent,  he  placed  his  demands,  over 
$100,000,  in  the  charge  of  a  confidential 
agent,  who  was  an  attorney,  strictly  en- 
joining him  to  sue  nobody  and  distress 
nobody,  but  use  all  kindly,  and  charge 
him  for  all  the  expense  and  trouble  in- 
curred in  the  collections.  And  though 
this  great  amount  of  miscellaneous  de- 
mands remained  in  the  hands  of  that  at- 
torney for  nearly  three  years,  and  though  a 
large  number  of  the  debtors  failed  during  i 
that  time,  yet  in  all  that  period  never  was  \ 
a  single  dollar  lost  out  of  the  whole  col-  1 
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lection.  On  the  eve  of  their  failures,  or 
when  they  had  any  fears  of  failure,  the 
debtors  would  come  pri\'ately  to  the  agent, 
and,  with  the  remark,  that  "  CoL  Langdon 
]iad  been  too  good  to  them  to  be  injured,'' 
voluntarily  placed  in  his  hands  the  fullest 
securities  tliey  had  in  their  power  to  offer. 
Within  one  week  after  such  transactions, 
perhaps  these  debtors  would  fail ;  sheriffs 
v.-ould  be  scouring  the  country  for  prop- 
erty, and  almost  every  creditor  would 
suffer  loss  except  Col.  Langdon.  He,  to 
the  wonder  of  all,  was  ahvays  found  secure. 

The  last  characteristic  incident  of  his 
life  occurred  when  he  v;as  on  his  death 
bed.  Ending  his  end  drawing  near,  he 
sent  for  his  attorney,  and  ordered  him  to 
make  a  life  lease  to  an  old  revolutionary 
soldier  of  the  farm  he  occupied,  but  of 
which  (•'^'^  Colonel  held  a  mortgage  for 
more  than  its  value.  This  was  the  last 
business  transaction  of  his  life 
Jan.  7,  1831.  As  he  was  the  idol  of  the 
people  when  he  lived,  so  at  his  death  he 
was  lamented  by  more  friends  in  the  com- 
munity at  large  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  but 
fev,'  tOji-  have  numbered  among  their  real 
mou^ner.'^. 


H^#}s\  JEDUTH.-\N  LOOMIS 

was  born  in  Tolland,  Conn.,  Jan.  5,  1779. 
After  receiving  a  fair  academical  education, 
he  studied  law  with  Hon.  Oramel  Hinck- 
ley, of  Thetford,  Vt.  ;  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  there,  and  came  to  Montpelier  and  es- 
tablished himself  about  1805. 

Mar.  II,  1807,  he  married  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Col.  and  Judge  Oramel  Hinck- 
ley, of  Thetford,  v.ho  died  suddenly,  Dec. 
.24,  1813,  leaving  no  issue.  Oct.  10,  1814, 
he  married  Miss  Charity  Scott,  of  Peacham, 
who  died  June  13,  1S21,  leaving  2  sons, 
Gustavus  H.,  the  late  Dr.  Loomis.  and 
Chauncey.  Oct.  8,  1S22,  he  married  Miss 
Sophia  Brigham,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  who 
died  in  1855,  leaving  Charity, — Mrs.  Dana, 


Washington,  but  held  the  office  only  one 
year. 

In  1820,  he  was  elected  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  tliis  district,  and  had  the  un- 
usual honor  of  receiving  ten  successive 
elections,  the  greatest  number  of  elections 
of  any  other  man  in  this  County  being  five, 
given  to  the  Hon.  Salvin  Collins. 

From  1S07,  up  to  his  death,  there  is 
scarcely  a  year  in  which  he  did  not  receive, 
and  well  and  faithfully  execute,  some  one 
of  the  trusts  or  offices  of  the  town.  And 
the  last  20  years  of  his  life  he  was,  besides 
bei  ng  an  efficient  friend  of  the  common 
schools,  always  a  laboring  trustee,  often 
the  head  prudential  committee,  and  always 
the  treasurer,  and  chief  pillar  of  Wash.  Co. 
Gram.  School.  In  the  latter  capacity,  for 
which,  and  for  being  so  long  the  admitted 
model  Judge  of  Probate  of  all  this  part  of 
the  State,  he  "was  mostly  known  to  the 
He  died  j  public  abroad. 

There  was  once  extant  an  old  book 
called  "The  Minute  Philosopher.''  We 
mention  the  name,  because  so  suggestive 
of  the  character  of  Judge  Loomis.  He 
was  a  very  carefull}-  reasoning  man,  and 
carried  his  philosophy  into  all  the  minutia 
of  business.  Any  of  the  little  trusts  or 
commissions  growing  out  of  a  town,  school 
district,  highway  district,  or  neighbor- 
hood or  family  affairs,  which  the  more  am- 
bitious or  selfish  would  disdain  to  accept, 
or,  if  tliey  did,  on.y  half  execute,  he  would 
cheerfully  accept,  and  always  execute  with 
the  most  scrupulous  care.  Indeed,  he 
seemed  to  consider  it  his  duty  to  do  every- 
thing asked  of  him,  if,  in  performing  it,  he 
thought  he  could  benefit  his  fellow-men 
individually,  or  the  public  at  large.  It 
was  so  with  him  in  his  profession,  so  in 
the  church  of  which  he  vvas  an  oflicer,  and 
it  was  so  everywhere. 

Being  a  tall,  dark-complexioned  man,  of 
formal  manners,  with  a  grave  and  rather 
austere  countenance,  he  might  be  taken  by 


of  Woodstock, — now  deceased;  Mrs.  Jo-  j  the  unacquainted  for  a  man  with  few  sen- 


seph  Prentiss,  of  Winona,  Minn.,  and 
Charles  Loomis,  Ks'p,  now  deceased. 
Judge  Loomis  died  Nov.  12,  1843. 

In  18 14,  Mr.  Loomis  was  appointed 
Kefrister  of  Probate  for  the  District  of 


sibilities ;  but  break  through  the  apparent 
atmosphere  of  repulsion,  and  approach 
him,  and  you  would  find  him  as  aftection- 
ate  as  a  brother. 

Being  extremely  strict  m  all  moral  and 
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Religious  obi>ervances,  and  seemingly  rather 
set  in  his  opinions,  he  might  sometimes 
'be  take?i  for  a  bi,i;ot ;  but  get  at  his  real 
(Vicvvs  and  teelings,  and  you  would  hnd 
him  absoluteh-  liberal,  and  willing  to  make 
all  the  allow  ariuc   toi    enois  which  tiic 
,larL;est  charity  might  demand, 
i    A  Uian  cif    legal  knowledge,  ordinary 
jgood  judgment,  and  of  known  good  mo- 
I lives,  who  is  willing  to  perform  the  duties 
iof  every  small  needful  office,  as  well  as 
•great  one,  and  who  is  ever  ready  to  act 
i  the  part  of  adviser,  assistant  and  friend, 
'  in  adjusting  town  difficullies  and  neigh- 
^  borhood  dissensions,  is  always  a  great 
i  blessing  to  a  village  community,  and  such 
I  was  Judge  Jeduthan  Loomis.    More  than 
'  will  ever  be  justl\  appreciated,  probably, 
is  ?»lontpelier  village  indebted  to  him  for 
his  untiring  and  self-sacrificing  exertions 

•  IvJ  .tClWiiiCC   liJl    bc.>L  xili-Ui 

HON.  TIMOTHY  MERRILL. 

Emphatically  a  public  man,  was  born  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  Mar.  26,  17S1,  where, 
having  received  little  more  than  a  common 
sciiool  education,  when  becoming  of  age, 
he  shouldered  his  pack,  and  travelled  on 
fo(>i  to  Hennington,  V't.,  where  his  older 
brotlicr,  Ho:i.  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  had 
some  years  before  established  himself  in 
the  legal  profession.  Here  he  studied  law  ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  commenced 
practice  in  partnership  -with  the  after- 
wards noted  Robert  Temple,  in  Rutland, 
liut  not  feeling  very  well  satisfied  with  his 
situation,  dissolved  with  Temple  in  less 
than  a  year,  and  removed  to  Montpelier  in 
1809,  and  established  himself  alone  in  his 
profession.  In  1812,  he  married  Clara, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Fassett,  of  Bennington. 
They  had  5  children — a  son  who  died  in 
infancy;  Ferrand  F.  Merrill,  our  late  well- 
known  fellow  citizen;  Edwin  S.  Merrill, 
of  Winchendon,  Mass.,  formerly  post- 
master of  -Montpelier  ;  Clara  Augusta,  who 
died  in  1842,  and  Timothy  R.  Merrill,  our 
present  town  clerk. 

In  181 1-12,  Mr.  Merrill  was  the  town 
rej>reseruative  01  Montpelier.  In  i8ii, 
wa.s  elected  the  first  State's  Attorney  of 
the  new  County  of  Jefferson,  and  in  181 5 
to  the  same  office,  ilie  name  of  the  county 


being  now  changed  to  that  of  Washington, 
which  office  he  held  through  seven  succes- 
sive elections,  eight  in  all ;  two  more  than 
ever  leceived  in  that  oflice  by  any  otlier 
man  in  the  county,  Dennison  Smith  hav- 
ing rcceiN'cd  but  six.  In  18 15,  he  was 
elected  Engrossing  Clerk  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  received  seven  successive 
elections  to  that  office.  In  1S22,  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  received  nine  successive  elec- 
tions to  that  office.  In  183 1,  he  was 
elected  Secretary  of  State,  which  office  he 
retained  till  his  death,  having  received  in  it 
five  successive  elections. 

In  his  profession,  Mr.  Merrill  took  a 
very  fair  rank,  and  was 'sustained  by  as 
fair  a  patronage.  But  his  public  employ- 
ments required  too  much  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  permit  him  to  reach  the  posi- 
hi  hi<  prnfe^^■,ion  to  which  his  admitted 
talents  v/ould  have  otherwise  doubtless 
raised  him.  He  was  ever  considered,  how- 
ever, a  safe  legal  adviser;  and  in  his  ap- 
peals to  juries,  as  well  as  in  his  addresses 
to  public  assemblies,  he  often  warmed  up 
into  genuine  eloquence,  the  effect  of  w^hich 
was  heightened  by  one  of  the  niost  clear- 
toned  and  melodious  voices  which  it  was 
ever  the  good  fortune  of  a  public  man  to 
possess ;  and  yet  with  such  a  fair  profes- 
sional business  to  bring  him  money,  be- 
sides his  receipts  from  his  public  offices, 
he  died  v^'orth  but  little  property,  and  what 

!  added  pertinency  to  the  fact,  his  family 
ever  dressed  and  lived,  for  their  position, 
with  great  plainness  and  frugality;  but  he 
never  charged  anything  for  advice,  though 
his  office  was  thronged  by  those  seeking 
it ;  being  naturally  a  peace  man  and  very 
conscientious,  he  would  advise  three  men 
out  of  lawsuits  where  he  would  one  into 
them.  He  never  charged  for  his  legal 
services  much  more  than  half  what* was 
usually  charged  by  other  lawyers  of  the 

i  same  standing,  and  what  he  did  charge  he 
would,  in  any  event,  otten  remit  a  part 

I  from,  and  if  his  client  was  unsuccessful,  be 

I  quite  Hkely  to  give  in  nearly  the  whole  of 

jit. 

I  In  person,  he  was  below  the  medium 
1  height,  but  had  a  fine  head,  good  features 
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a  very  intelligent  and  prepossessing 
countenance.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
affectionate  of  husbands  and  father 


one 


HON.  ARAUNAII  WATERMAN 

was  born  in  NorAvich,  Conn.,  Nov.  8,  1778. 
,  He  sprang  from  good  Revolutionary  stork, 

of  the_  n^.o.t  agreeable  of  neighbors,  and  j  his  father  having  been  at  first  a  subaltern 

officer,  and  then  commissary,  in  the  con- 


one  of  tb.e  most  correct  and  enlightened  of 
ciciz.en.^ — iionoreci  be  hi.s  memory. 

HON.  FERKAND  F.  MERRILL, 

son  of  Hon.  Timothy,  of  whom,  to  a  most 
singular  e.xtent,  the  public  history  of  the 
father  was  the  history  of  the  son.  Like 
the  father,  and  for  about  the  same  number 
of  years,  though  at  a  much  younger  age, 
the  son  was  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Like  the  father,  was  the  son 
at  once  transferred  from  the  clerkship  to 
the  office  of  Secretiiry  of  State,  to  be 
therein  retained,  we  believe,  exactly  the 
same  number  of  years  during  which  the 
former  lived  to  hold  the  office.  Like  the 
fother,  the  son  was  State's  Attorney  for 
Sv'a^iiijigion  County,  inough,  liirough  ihe 
altered  rules  of  rotation,  not  so  long;  and, 
like  the  father,  was  the  son,  for  the  now 
customary  term,  the  representative  of 
Montpelier  in  the  legislature. 

By  his  education,  by  his  readiness  in  all 
matters  in  form,  acquired  under  his  fath- 
er's trainings,  advantages  of  personal  ap- 
pearance, and  great  courtesy  of  manners, 
he  was  unusually  fitted  to  do  well  and  ap- 
pear well  in  public  life,  and  was  an  accom- 
plished and  popular  officer.  In  the  legis- 
lature he  became  a  prominent  member, 
and  in  the  dil^icult  position  in  v.'hich  he 
found  liimself  placed,  in  the  keenly  con- 
tested question  relative  to  the  removal  of 
the  seat  of  government  from  Montpelier, 
he  displayed  an  ability  and  tact  which  met 
the  full  approval  of  his  constituents,  and 
which,  had  he  consented  to  be  again  a 
candidate,  would  have  ensured  him  further 
elections. 

In  private  life  he  was  blameless,  in  all 
his  social  relations  much  esteemed.  In 
the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  religion, 
morals  and  education,  he  took  a  conspic- 
uous part,  and,  in  fine,  he  began  to  be 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  capable  and 
useful  of  our  citizenS;  when  he  died  of  apo- 
plexy, May  2,  1S59,  in  the  meridian  of  his 
usefulness,  and  -when  his  prospects  for  pro- 
fessional eminence  were  the  brightest. 


tinental  army,  and  his  uncles  either  officers 
or  soldiers.    His  advantages  for  educatioji 
were  6  months  schooling  before  the  age  of 
12.    At  about  13,  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
carpenter  of  his  town,  and  served  till  21, 
working  steadily  by  day,  and  studying  at 
night  by  the  light  of  pine  knots,  to  make 
up  the  deficiences  of  his  education.  Soon 
after  acquiring  his  trade,  was  recom.mend- 
ed  as  a  master  mechanic  to  Gen.  Pinkney, 
of  South  Carolina,  who  was  wishing  to 
build  somewhat  extensively  on  his  several 
kirge  plantations,  was  accepted,  and  the 
first  year  devoted  himself  to  the  superin- 
tendency  of  erecting  the  various  structures 
coutemplated,'  among  which  was  a  fine 
summer  house  on  Sullivan's  Island,  and 
the  next  year,  having  by  his  capacity  and 
integrity  gained  the  fullest  confidence  of 
Gen.  Pinkney,  who  was  appointed  IL  S. 
Minister  to  England,  was  made  stev/ard 
and  chief  supervisor  over  all  the  GeneraPs 
estates.    After  leaving  Gen.  Pinkney 's  em- 
ployment, he  returned  to  Connecticut,  but 
in  1801  or  1802,  came  to  Vermont  with  his 
brothers,  the  present  Judges  Joseph  and 
Thomas  Waterman,  and  other  brothers 
and   sisters,  and  with    them  settled  in 
Johnson.    In  1804,  he  married  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Noyes,  of  Hydepark, 
and  sister  of  the  Hon.  David  P.  Noyes,  by 
whom  he  had    several  children,  among 
whom  is  the  Hon.  V^ernon  W.  Waterm.an,  of 
Morristown.    His  wife  dying  in  1812,  in 
something  over  a  year  afterward,  he  mar- 
ried Mehitable  Dodge,  of  New  Boston, 
N.  H.,  now  deceased,  but  long  known 
among  us  as  a  most  estimable  woman,  by 
whom  he  had  7  children,  two  of  whom, 
daughters,  are  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Montpelier.     After  residing  in 
Johnson  about  a  dozen  years,  engaged  in 
farming,  constructing  the  machinery  re- 
quired about  the  difierent  mills  of  that 
brisk  village,  and  particularly  by  the  card- 
ing and  clothing  works  with  vvhich  he  be- 
came connected,  he  removed  to  Mont- 


! 
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pclier  about  the  beginning  of  1814,  and 
purchased  the  farm  and  a  portion  of  the 
water  privilege,  lying  on  the  west  bank  of 
the  North  ISranch,  aljove  and  around  the 
fidls,  on  the  borders  of  tliis  village.  Mere, 
besides  carrying  on  his  farm,  he  soon  en- 
r.rri'xf^f]  Ml  prfipHn<^_  i provl Tig  and  carrying 
on  carding  and  clothing  works,  and  before 
many  years,  in  connection  with  Seth 
Persons,  erected  and  put  in  operation  the 
comparatively  extensive  woolen  factory, 
which  was  burned  March,  1826,  and  at  the 
burning  of  which  he  came  near  losing  his 
life.  After  this,  he  mainly  employed  him- 
self in  improving  his  farm,  which,  with  his 
house,  soon  brought  considerably  within 
the  village  by  its  gradual  extension  in  that 
direction,  he  continued  to  occupy  until  his 
death,  coming,  at  the  age  of  80,  to  close 
his  unusually  varied,  active  and  laborious 
life,  Jan.  31,  1859. 

In  1S21,  "22,  '23,  '26.  Mr.  Waterman  w^as 
elected  town  representative  of  Montpelier. 
Wlien  the  new  State  Senate  w^as  estab- 
lished,Jn  1S36,  Mr.  Waterman  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  as  one  of  the  two  first  | 
senators  of  Wasliington  County,  and  on  the  i 
following  year,  as  triumphantly  re-elected  i 
to  complete  the  senatorial  term,  which,  in  \ 
what  is  called  the^  I'li-'o  Year  Rule,  had  j 
been  previously  adopted.   In  1840,  he  was  i 
elected  by  the  legislature  to  the  office  of  j 
Judge  of  the  County  Court,  which  office,  j 
however,  being  unsought  and  unexpected  j 
by  him,  he  declined  to  accept.    As  a  rep-  j 
rescntative  and  senator,  he  never  spoke  | 
for  the  sake  of  talking,  and  never  except 
to  support  some  measure  which  he  be- 
lieved calculated  for  the  public  good,  or  to 
subserve  some  cherished  political  interest^ 
and  then  his  extensive  practical  knowledge 
and  accurate  political  information  enabled 
him  to  speak  w^ith  effect. 

We  find  Mr.  Waterman's  name  on  our 
town  records  often  associated  with  the 
most  important  of  our  town  offices.  But 
he  was  not  much  known  in  these,  because, 
doubtless,  he  was  almost  constantly  in 
higher  posts  attracting  a  more  general  no- 
tice. Being  esteemed  the  best  surveyor  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  he  was,  after  \ 
our  eld  suneyor,  Gen.  Davis,  began  to  I 


retire  from,  the  field,  much  employed  ou  I 
difficult  surveys  of  land  plots,  disputed  ' 
lines,  and  laying  out  of  new  public  roads, 
and  about  1S30,  wiien,  on  the  completion 
of  the  great  canal  in  New  York,  the  feasi-  I 
biiity  of  canals  across  thi^  State  began  to  j 
be  agitated,  he  was  appointed,  under  an 
appropriation   from  the  general  govern- 
ment, to  conduct  a  survey  for  a  cana!  from 
Burlington  up  the  valley  of  the  Winooski, 
and  over  the  heights  to  Wells  River,  run- 
ning into  the  Connecticut.    This  he  ac-  i 
complished,  and,  in  doing  it,  was  the  first 
man  to  ascei  lain  the  altitude  of  Montpel- 
ier above  La!:e  Champlain,  and  the  alti-  i 
tude  of  Kettle  Pond,  on  the  eastern  border  i 
of  Marshfield,  the  lowest  summit  level  of  .1 
the  heights  between  Montpelier  and  Con-  ' 
necticut  river.    And  in  proof  of  the  accu- 
racy of  his  survey,  as  .imperfect  as  were 
Ills  instruments,  may  be  cited  the  fact, 
that  when  the  surveys  of  tlie  Central  rail- 
road were  perfected,  it  was  found  that  the 
engineers,  with  their  greatly  more  perfect 
instruments,  and   their  everyway  better 
equipments  and  means,  had  made  the  level 
of  the  top  of  the  dam  across  the  river  at 
Montpelier  to  vary  but  between  3  and  4 feet 
from  the  altitude  recoided  in  Mr.  Wa- 
terman's survey  made  a  dozen  years  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  Waterman  was  active  in  improving 
our  common  schools,  and  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  efficient  of  the  trustees  of 
our  Academy.  And  in  despite  of  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  nis  cares,  found  time  to  keep 
himself  posted  in  matters  of  general  science 
and  literature.  He  was  probably  the  most 
reliable  geologist  in  Montpelier.  In  a 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  mechanics 
and  their  practical  applications,  he  had  few 
superiors  anywhere.  His  knowledge  of 
history  was  extensive,  and  of  our  national 
politics  singularly  ample  and  accurate. 
The  late  Jonathan  Southmayd,  12  years 
preceptor  of  our  Academy,  was  in  the 
habit  of  often  conferring  with  Mr.  Water- 
man in  the  solution  of  difficult  problems  in 
the  higher  branches  of  mathematics,  me- 
chanics and  other  sciences,  and  once  re- 
marked, he  had  never  met  a  man,  not  ed- 
ucated in  a  college,  who  could  compare 
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ini  in  the  extent  of  his  general  and 


himseU;  his  constituents  gave  him  five  an- 
nua]  successive  elections,  a  number  never 
exceeded  in  the  case  of  any  Montpelier 
representative,  and  never  equalled  except 
'n  tlie  case  of  Col.  Davis.    While  still  ren- 


with  h 

the  accuracy  of  his  scientific  knowledge 

As  a  citizen,  man  and  neighbor,  his  use- 
fulness and    practical  benevolence  were 

he  was  frequently  rendering  others,through  I  resentanve,  he  was  in  1808  made  chief 
th  -ir  bid  reti:rns  for  the  favors  conferred,  I  Judge  of  Caledonia  County  Court,  and  re- 
kept  down  to  a  simple  competence  what  j  celved  three  .successive  elections,  being 
would  othewise  have  been  a  handsome  continued  in  that  office  until  the  organiza"^ 
property  for  the  inlieritance  of  his  family,  j  tion  of  the  new  County  of  Jefferson,  which, 
Among  those  of  an  active  life,  a  man's  '  on  account  of  his  residence  within  it,  made 
capacities  and  character  are  best  accurately  I  him  ineligible  to  any  further  elections  to 
measured  by  what  he  accomplishes.  By  i  the  bench  of  Caledonia  County.  In  addi- 
this  rule,  what  Mr.  Waterman  accomplish-  !  tion,  he  v/as  annually  appointed  what  is 
ed  would  place  him  far  above  the  level  of  |  called  the  law  and  trial  justice  of  the  peace 
ordinary  men.  In  the  first  place  he  made  j  for  the  last  forty  years  of  his  life,  doing, 
himself — no  common  achievement  where  |  through  a  large  portion  of  that  period,  the 
such  a  man  is  made,  and  made  under  such  |  greater  share  of  the  justice  business  of  the 
disadvantages;  and  then  he  achieved  for  |  place,  and  making  its  profits  the  main 
h'-  iseK,  f'.M  his  family  and  for  the  public,  j  means  of  his  livelihood. 


all  that  we  have  related  of  him.  Let  all 
that  stand  :is  the  ..imple  record  of  his  life. 
What  cause  have  his  friends  to  ask  for  a 
better  monument  to  his  memory? 

HON.  CYRUS  WARE, 

sor  of  Jonathan  Ware,  of  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  was  born  May  8,  1769.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  but  3  years  of  age,  but 
he  continued  with,  his  family  and  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  place  till  nearly 
14,  when  he  went  to  Hartford,  Vt.,  to 
learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  in  the  shop 
of  a  Mr.  Biilipgs,  who  had  married  his 
sister,  and  worked  faithfully  at  the  trade 
till  2 1  ;  and  then,  with  what  knowledge  he 
had  contrived  to  pick  up  by  reading  during 
his  apprenticeship,  he  went  to  studying 
law  v;ith  Hon.  Charles  Marsh,  of  Wood- 
stock, and  after  a  year  or  two,  went  to 
Royalton  and  completed  the  prescribed 
course  of  legal  studies  with  Jacob  Smith, 
Esq.,  and  was  here  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1799,  and  the  same  year  came  to  Mont- 
pelier, and  opened  an  office  in  this  village 


There  can  be  no  doubt  Judge  Ware,  at 
the  time  he  was  the  Judge  of  the  Caledonia 
County  Court  and  the  representative  of 
Montpelier,  and  for  many  years  afterwards, 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  m^n  in  the 
State.  That  his  rulings  and  decisions 
while  judge  met  the  approbation  of  the 
bar  and  the  people,  is  shown  by  his  being 
annually  elected  to  the  bench  as  long  as 
he  was  eligible,  at  .the  instance  of  the 
people  of  the  county  where  his  judicial 
ministrations  were  best  known.  As  town 
representative,  he  secured  to  his  town,  by 
his  talents  and  skillful  management,  the 
location  of  the  seat  of  government  and  its 
untold  advantages.  The  late  Hon.  John 
Mattocks,  who  was  an  active  participant  in 
what  was  called  the  "  first  State  House 
struggle,"  was  afterwards  heard  by  more 
than  one  person  to  declare,  however 
strongly  right  and  policy  demanded  the 
location  of  the  seat  of  government  here  at 
the  centre  of  the  State,  yet  so  keen  was 


the  rivalry  for  the  honor  by  the  older  vil- 
li is  capacities  appear  to  have  early  attract- |  lages  of  the  State,  it  would  never  have 
ed  the  attention  of  ins  townsmen  ;  for  j  been  conferred  on  Montpelier,  but  lor  the 
within  about  one  year  after  he  came  into  |  unwearied  exertions  and  exceedingly  skill- 
town,  we  find  him  figuring  in  town  offices,  j  ful  managementof  its  representative,  Judge 

Ware. 

For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  lite, 
through  improvidence  in  his  affairs  and  the 
growing  expenses  of  a  large  family,  but 


in  some  one  of  which  he  was  retained  until  j 
the  September  State  election,  1805,  when 
he  represented  Montpelier  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  did  so  acceptably  acquit 


Ij 
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not  through  personal  vices,  he  appears  to 
have  sunk  into  comparative  poverty,  and 
into  the  public  neglect  that  too  often  ac- 
companies it.  But  even  in  his  lowest  state 
of  poverty,  h-^  ^^•as  the  pliilo'^opher. 

I  hope  you  don't  call  nic  poor,"  he 
would  say  to  those  who  attempted  to  com- 
miserate him.  "  I  consider  it  settled  that 
a  white  child  is  worth  two  negro  children, 
wliich  are  held  at  S500  apiece,  and  as  fast 
as  I  had  children  born,  I  put  them  down 
on  my  inventory  at  $1,000  each,  till  my 
estate  reached  the  handsome  amount  ot 
$6,000,  and,  thank  Heaven,  I  have  the 
same  property  yet  on  hand." 

In  structure  of  mind,  thought,  words  and 
ways,  Judge  Ware  was  probably  the  most 
perfectly  original  character  we  ever  had  in 
Montpelier.  And  his  shrewd  observations 
and  nnaint  and  witty  sayiti;^s  v/ere,  in  liir, 
day,  more  quoted  than  those  of  any  other 
man  in  all  this  section  of  the  country. 
Clear,  discriminating  and  patient  in  in- 
vestigating all  important  cases,  which  he 
conducted  by  a  silent  process  of  mind,  yet 
the  result  \\as  generally  made  known  in 
terms  aiid  phrases  v.  hich  nobody  else  would 
think  of  using.  His  brain  v.as  singularly 
creative,  and  it  seemed  to  be  his  greatest 
recreation  to  indulge  in  its  half-serious, 
half-sportive  frolics.  We  have  it  from  a 
lady  of  this  village,  when  a  small  girl,  she 
and  her  mate  used  to  resort  to  his  house 
nigh.t  after  night,  to  hear  him  improvise  an 
original  novel,  which,  for  their  gratifica- 
tion, he  would  begin  one  evening,  take  up 
the  ne.\t  where  he  left  it,  and  so  carry  it 
on,  in  good  keeping,  through  a  succession 
of  hearings,  till  it  was  finished,  making 
probably  a  more  instructive  and  amusing 
tale  than  many  that  have  been  published. 

Judge  Ware  married  Patty,  daughter  of 
Gardner  Wheeler,  Esq.,  of  Barre,  May  26, 
1803,  who  sur\-ived  him.  They  had  6 
children — Gardner  W.,  deceased;  Patty 
Militiah.  wife  of  Samuel  Caldwell,  of  St. 
Johns,  Canada  East ;  Cyrus  Leonard,  of 
the  vicinity  of  New  York  ;  Henry,  of  Ohio  ; 
George,  of  parts  unknown:  Mary,  wife  of 
Joel  Foster,  Jr.,  and  Louisa. 

Judge  Ware  died  at  Montpelier,  Feb.  17, 
1849,  ^o^d  nearly  80. 
56 


CAPTAIiV  TIMOTHY  HUBBARD. 

To  be   numbered  with  those  who,  by 
their  business  capacities  and  energy  of 
character,  contributed  most  to  the  wealth  j 
and  prosperity  of  Montpelier,  were  three  I 
brothers,  Timothy,  Roger  and  Chester 
Hubbard,  who  came  here  before  or  about 
the   beginning  of  the  present  century. 
They  v.-ere  all  enterprising,  clear  headed 
men,  and,  while  they  remained  in  trade, 
successful  merchants,  especially  Chester 
Hubbard,  who  confined  himself  exclusively  i 
to  trade,  and  died  in  1832,  leaving,  though 
then  only  in  middle  life,  a  very  handsome 
property.    As  the  elder  more  particularly 
identified  himself  with  the  public  offices 
and  institutions  of  the  town,  and  more  | 
largely  attracted  public  attention,  we  have  j 
selected  him  as  their  representative.  i 

Timothy  Hubbard  was  born  near  the 
city  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Aug.  17,  1776,  I 
lived  with  his  father  and  worked  on  a  farm  j 
till  21,  getting  all  the  education  he  ever  j 
had  at  the  common  school.    After  contin-  j 
uing  to  work  on  his  father's  farm,  on  stipu-  | 
iated  wages,  probably,  about  4  years  after  1 
he  was  of  age,  he  came,  in  1799,  to  Mont- 
pelier, established  himself  in  trade  with 
W}His  L  Cadwell,  Esq.,  a  connection  of 
the  Lymans  of  Hartford,  Conn,  and  Hart- 
ford, Vt.    In  1801,  he  married  Lucy,  the 
third  daughter  of  Colonel  Jacob  Davis,  a 
very  estimable  won\an.    In  1803,  he  dis- 
solved his  connection  with  Mr.  Cadv/ell, 
and  went  into  partnership  in  trade  with 
his  brother-in-law,  the  Hon.  David  Wing. 
After  the  death  of  Judge  Wing,  in  1806, 
he  associated  with  him  his  brother,  Roger 
Hubbard,  till  about  18 16,  when  he  ceased 
to  be  any  further  engaged  in  mercantile 
affairs,  and  employed  himself  in  supervis- 
ing the  cultivation  of  his  different  valuable 
farms  in  Berlin,  and  particularly  the  one 
on  the  borders  of  Montpelier  Village, 
which  he  soon  made  his  homestead  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  iSio,  he  was 'elected  Captain  of  the 
fine  military  company,  called  the  Gover- 
nor's Guards,  of  v/hich  Isaac  Puin.ain  was 
the  first  captain;  and  though  he  was 
taken  almost  from  the  ranks,  he  soon 
showed  himself  to  be  one"  of  the  best  rnili- 
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tary  officers  that  ever  paraded  a  company  I 
in  tlie  streets  of  Monlpelier;  and  \vh:en 
the  news  of  tlie  invasion  of  Plattsburgh, 
in  September,  181 4,  reached  Montpelier, 
h*^  sallied,  cane  in  hand,  into  the  streets, 
summoned  a  drummer  and  fifcr  to  his  side, 
and  with  them  marched  the  streets  all  day, 
beating  up  volunteers,  to  start  foi-  the 
scene  of  action,  and  before  night,  he  had 
enlisted  three-fourths  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
who  chose  him  Captain  by  acclamation. 
Being  now  at  the  head  of  perhaps  the 
largest  and  best  company  of  all  the  Ver- 
mont Plattsburgh  volunteers,  with  the 
staunch  Joseph  Howes  for  his  second  in 
command,  he  gave  his  orders  for  tlie  next 
day  ;  and  at  an  early  hour,  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  were  all  seen  pouring  along,  in 
hot  haste,  for  the  seat  of  war,  by  night 
were  in  Burlington,  the  next  day  embark- 
ing on  sloops,  crov/ding  all  sail  for  Platts- 
burgh, but  did  not  arrive  in  season  to  take 
their  place  in  the  line  of  battle. 

Captain  Hubbard  was  often  chosen  to  fill 
town  offices,  especially  if  there  happened  to 
be  pending  any  financial  difficulty,  growing 
out  of  conflicting  interests,  which  others 
were  unwilling  to  touch,  which  he  always 
straightened  without  fear  or  favor  to  clique 
or  party  ;  often  at  the  expense  of  another 
election,  though  when  another  such  diffi- 
culty occurred  they  were  all  for  calling  him 
back  again  ;  when  in  his  singularly  frank, 
independent  way,  he  w^ould  give  them  to 
understand,  it  v.as  all  tlie  same  with  him, 
whether  they  elected  him  or  not,  but  if 
they  did,  they  might  depend  on  it,  he 
should  not  fear  to  do  his  duty.  And  there 
can  be  little  doubt,  had  he  kept  down  this 
marked  trait  of  character,  or  played  even 
a  little  of  the  demagogue,  we  should  have 
seen  him  in  higher  civil  offices. 

Captain  Hubbard  was  sometimes  harsh 
in  rebuking  the  faults  of  others,  or  in  de- 
fending himself,  when  unexpectedly 
met  opposition  in  the  path  of  what  he  con- 
sidered his  right  and  duty  ;  but  he  seemed 
to  "ive  no  lasting  offense  ;  for  the  offended 
knew  as  soon  as  he  found  himself  in  the 
wrong,  he  would  be  the  tirst  to  rectify  it. 
He  was  liberal  to  the  poor  and  all  educa- 
tional, religious  and  benevolent  objects. 


When,  in  what  had  been  called  the  Barre 
street  school  district,  was  built  a  new  school 
house,  some  twenty  years  ago,  [now  some 
forty,]  the  Captain  bought  and  caused  to  be 
hung  in  the  cupola  of  this  school  building, 
a  valuable  new  bell.  And  the  district 
thereupon,  at  a  regular  meeting,  unani- 
mously voted  that  their  school  house  should 
thereafter  be  called ' '  Hubkard  Street  School 
House,'''  and  the  street  on  which  it  stood 
be  changed  from  Barre  Street  to  Hubbard 
Street.  And  this  is  still  the  only  name 
that  can  be  legitimately  applied  to  it. 

Captain  Hubbard's  business"  and  finan- 
cial talents,  and  trustworthiness  for  all, 
not  excepting  even  the  most  important 
posts,  were  widely  admitted  in  his  day, 
and  can  hereafter  always  be  made  to  ap- 
pear on  public  records,  the  records  of  the 
numerous  estates,  of  which  he  was  the  effi- 
cient administrator,  and  the  records  of  the 
Bank  of  Montpelier  which,  for  years,  he 
skilfully  managed  in  the  capacity  of  its 
president. 

About  the  age  of  fifty  he  reached  a  point 
which  few  wealthy  men  everreadi,  the 
point  when  he  thought  he  had  property 
enough,  and  that  he  had  better  be  bestow- 
ing it  where  it  would  do  the  most  good. 
Accordingly  he  began  giving  it  to  the  most 
needy  of  the  numerous  circle  of  his  rela- 
tives, and  continued  the  good  work,  till  a 
full  third  of  his  estate  had  been  bestowed 
on  them.  Plis  first  wife  dying  in  1839,  he 
married  Anner  May,  who  survived  him. 
He  died  Oct.  28,  1850.  He  has  no  de- 
scendants. 

genp:ral  ezekiel  p.  walton. 
In  the  incipient  stages  of  the  growth  of 
every  country  village  there  are  nearly  always 
two  different  personages  who  occupy  the 
largest  space  in  the  thoughts  of  the  people 
— the  Minister  and  the  Editor.  And  in 
proportion  as  these  are  faithful,  intelligent 
and  able,  so,  to  an  almost  unappreciable 
extent,  will  be  its  moral,  social  and  intel- 
lectual advancement.  It  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  Montpelier,  for  the  first  twenty 
years  after  the  place  could  fairly  lay  clai.m 
to  the  dignity  of  a  village,  to  have  the 
riijht  kind  of  a  man  for  her  Minister,  and 
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the  right  kind  of  a  man  for  an  Editor,  in 
the  persons  of  Chester  Wright  and  Ezekiel 
P.  WaitOQ. 

Ezekiel  Parker  Waeton  was  born  in 
tiie  year  1780.  in  Canterbury,  N.  H.,  in 
which  town  his  lather,  George  Vv'allon,  !  ship  of  the  newspaper  to  his  oldest  son, 
formerly  resided,  but  from  which  he  at  i  the  present  Elon.  P2hakim  Persons  Walton, 
length  removed  to  Peacham,  Vt.  There 


partnership,  and  the  business,  to  which 
book-selling  and  paper-making  were  at 
length  added,  was  conducted  in  the  name 
01  E.  P.  Walton  &  Sons  until  1S53,  during- 
which  he  wholly  gave  up  the  prcprietor- 


and 

young  Walton,  previous  to  reaching  the 
age  of  fifteen,  attended  it  a  few  terms, 
studying  the  ordinary  English  branches, 
and  completing  all  the  school  education  he 
ever  received. 

There  was,  at  this  time,  a  small  newspa- 


Thougli  the  editorshi'^o  had  been  entrusted 
to  this  son  for  many  years  previous  to 
1853,  General  Walton  continued  to  assist 
in  editing  and  writing  for  certain  depart- 
ments of  the  paper,  even  into  the  last  year 
of  his  life. 

At  an  early  period  he  passed  rapidly 
along  the  line  of  military  promotion  till  he 


per,  ofEederal  politics,  published  at  Peach-  reached  the  rank  of  Major  General,  when 


am  by  Mr.  Samuel  Goss,  a  practical  print- 
er and  Editor  of  his  own  paper,  which  was 
called  the  6';vf7/  Moiniiaiii  Patriot.  Into 
this  establishment  the  boy  Walton  often 
found  his  way,  and  at  length  began  to  feel  so 
much  interest  in  the  business  he  saw  going 
on  that  he  offered  himself  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  trade ;  and  Mr.  Goss,  as  he  has  re- 
cently told  us,  so  liked  the  looks  of  the 
bright  little  fellow  that  he  concluded  to 
take  him  in  that  capacity,  and  in  despite  of 


he  threw  these  kinds  of  honors  aside  and 
thought  no  more  of  them.  Mr.  Walton 
was  never  an  office  seeker,  nor  was  office, 
as  much  as  was  due  to  him  as  a  man  and 
a  politician,  nor  half  as  much  as  was  due 
to  him  from  his  party,  ever  bestowed 
on  him.  He  was,  however,  several  times 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  town  Repre- 
sentative, but  never  when  that  party  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  majority.  In  1827,  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  Council  of  Censors, 
and  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  elec- 


the  opinions  of  others,  who  believed  that  ^ 

little  could  ever  be  made  of  him.    As  ?.Ir.  \  tors,  amone  a  board  of  the  most  distin 


his 


Goss  had   predicted,  however,  tlie  boy 
turned  out  a  well  behaved,  faithful  appren- 
tice, and  made  good  proficiency  in  his 
trade.    After  serving  three  years  at 
trade  ir  Peacham 

Montpelier,  with  Mr.  Goss,  who'  bought 
out  the  Vermont  Precursor,  a  paper  estab- 
lished here  the  year  previous  by  Rev.  Clark 
Brown,  and  changed  the  name  to  that  of 
the  Vermont  Watchman,  Here  he  served 
out  the  remainder  of  his  apprenticeship, 
which  expired  in  1810;  when,  being  of  le- 
o-al  age,  he,  in  company  with  Mark  Goss, 
a  fellow  apprentice  in  the  office,  bought 
out  Mr.  Samuel  Goss  :  and  the  paper  was 
then,  for  the  next  hall  dozen  years,  con- 
ducted by  the  firm  of  Walton  &  Goss,  Mr. 
Walton  discharging  the  chief  duties  of  ed- 
itor. In  1816,  Mr.  Mark  Goss  went  out 
of  the  establishment,  and  Mr.  Walton  be- 
came its  sole  proprietor  and  editor,  and  so 
continued  nearly  twenty  years; 


guished  men  in  the  State,  Judges  B. 
Turner,  D.  Kellogg  and  S.  S.  Phelps  be- 
ing included  among  the  number.  In  the 
Presidential  election  of  1852,  he  was  elect- 
he  came,  in  1807,  to  '  ed  one  of  the  Electoral  College  for  Ver- 
mont,  when  the  vote  of  the  State  was 
thrown  for  General  Scott.  In  1854,  he 
was  nominated  as  candidate  for  the  office 
of  Governor  of  Vermont  by  a  large  mass 
State  Convention,  and  could  the  people 
have  had  their  way,  would  have  been  tri- 
umphantly elected. 

But  out  of  an  ardent  desire  to  consoli- 
date the  political  sentiments  of  the  people 
in  one  controlling  orgar/.zation,  as  well  as 
out  of  high  personal  regard  for  the  ven- 
erable Chief  Justice,  Stephen  Royce,  who 
had  been  previously  named  for  the  e.^ecu- 
tive  chair  by  a  Convention  of  the  Whig 
party.  General  Walton  cheerfully  yielded 
his  place  on  the  ticket.  The  name  of  Judge 
Royce  was  substituted  by  the  State  Com- 


-hen,  as 


his  sons  became  of  age,  he  took  them  into  .  mittee 


:,  and  he  was  heartily  supported  by 


I 
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the  people  ;  and  thus  was  organized  the 
present  Republican  party  of  the  State. 
For  that  organization  a  large  measure  of 
credit  is  due  to  Gen.  Walton. 

We  have  named  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Walton's  nomination  to 
the  office  of  governor,  for  the  double  pur- 
pose of  showing  the  remarkable  lack  of 
even  well-v.-arranted  assumptions  in  the 
man,  and  his  patriotic  readiness  to  submit 
to  any  personal  sacrifice  which  he  was  led 
to  suppose  public  good  required  him  to 
make,  as  well  as  of  showing  how  his  party, 
while  so  generally  admitting  his  qualifica- 
tions for  office,  and  the  merit  of  his  ser- 
vices in  their  behalf,  so  strangely  over- 
looked him,  when  they  so  often  had  the 
power  to  reward  and  honor  him.    That  lie 
was  ever  honorable  and  just  in  his  treat- 
ment towards  his  political  opponents,  tlie 
Wiiici  of  tliis  Sketch,  who  was  for  many 
years  one  of  them,  can,  and  here  does, 
most  clieerfully  attest ;  and  the  late  Ara-iinah 
Waterman,  who  was  ever  a  staunch  political 
opponent,  was  often  heard  frankly  to  admit 
that  "General  Walton  was  both  an  honor- 
able man  and  an  honest  politician.'"  That 
he,  in  his  long,  persistent,  judicious  and 
able  editorial  labors,  was  eminently  instru- 
mental in  establishing  the  ascendency  of 
his  party  and  kf^eping  it  in  power,  is  a  fact 
too  well  known  to  be  questioned.  Prob- 
ably, indeed,  that  man  has  never  lived  in 
Vermont  v  ho  did  so  much  toward  build- 
ing up  the  old  Whig  party  of  the  State, 
and  its  successor,  the  Republican  paity, 
which  he  lived  to  see  become,  from  the 
minority  in  which  he  found  it,  one  of  the 
most   overwhelming  majorities    ever  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  party  warfare. 
But  while  it  was  his  lot  to  do  so,  and  see 
all  this,  it  was  his  lot  also  to  be  often  com- 
pelled, like  many  another  political  editor, 
"to   make  brick  without  straw,''  or,  in 
other  words,  manufacture  great  men  out  of 
small  patterns,  who,  when  made,  carried 
their  heads  so  high  as  generally  to  entirely 
overlook  their  political  creator. 

Mr.  Walton's  style  of  vrriting  was,  for 
his  advantages,  unusually  correct,  and  un- 
usually well  calculated  for  enforcing  his 
sentiments  and  enlisting  the  sympathy  of 


his  readers.  During  the  first  years  of  his 
residence  in  Montpelier,  he,  in  company 
with  other  young  aspirants  of  the  village, 
got  up  an  association  for  mutual  improve- 
ment in  knowledge  and  literature,  called 
the  "  Franklin  Society."  In  this  society, 
in  which  theme  writing  was  a  leading  ex- 
ercise, he  probably  made  much  progress  in 
forming  his  style,  which  was  evidently 
modelled  on  that  of  Dr.  Franklin,  so  gen- 
erally the  great  oracle  of  the  printer  boy. 
The  bo7L  homviL  of  "Poor  Richard,"  how- 
ever, can  never  be  successfully  imitated  by 
a  man  without  a  good  heart.  But  Mr. 
Walton  had  that  heart,  and,  through  the 
force  of  finely-blended,  emotional  and  in- 
tellectual qualities  of  his  heart,  he  grad- 
ually formed  a  style  of  his  own,  which, 
with  the  vein  of  good  common  sense  that 
pervaded  it,  gave  him  rank  with  the  most 
pleasing  and  instructive  of  our  editorial 
writers.  As  before  intimated,  he  continued 
to  write  for  his  old  paper  to  the  last,  and 
in  so  doing,  besides  his  instructive  articles 
on  farming  and  domestic  economy,  he 
wrote  and  published  in  the  lVatc/u/ia;i,X\\Q 
year  before  his  death,  sixteen  numbers  on 
the  events  of  the  Olden  Times  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Winooski,  over  the  signature  of 
Oliver  Old-School,  which  deserve  lo  be  re- 
published in  pamphlet,  for  public  reading 
ancUpreservation. 

•  In  the  political  world,  Gen.  Walton  was 
ever  a  person  to  be  consulted ;  among  men 
he  was  always  a  man ;  in  the  church  an 
influential  officer ;  in  the  social  circle  a 
dignified,  but  a  very. courteous  and  kindly 
companion,  and  in  his  family  an  exemplary 
!  husband  and  father.  His  integrity,  whether 
in  business  or  politics,  appears  never  to 
have  been  doubted,  by  either  friend  or  foe  ; 
his  general  intellectual  capacity  was  al- 
ways conceded,  and  his  frank  and  generous 
d'sposition  known  to  the  utmost  limits  of 
his  extensive  personal  acquaintance. 

Apr.  28,  181  r,  Mr.  Vv'alton  married  Miss 
Prussia,  daughter  of  Eliakim  D.  Persons, 
of  Montpelier,  by  whom  he  had  8  children 
I  —Eliakim  P.,  6  years  in  Congress  ;  Harriet 
I  Newell,  wife  of  Hon.  H.  R.  Wing,'  a 
i  lawyer  of  standing  at  Glen*s  Falls,  N.  Y. ; 
I  George  Parker,  a  very  promising  young 
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man,  who  died  at  tlie  age  of  about  24  I 
years,  at  New  Orleans  ;  Nathaniel  Porter,  | 
for  some  years  the  accountant  of  the  firm 
of  E.  r.  Walton  &  Sons;  Chauncey,  now 
deceased;  Samuel  ^L,  the  book-binder  in 
Montpelier;  Ezekiel  Dod;^^e,  who  died  at 
\  the  age  of  about  25  years,  at  Philadelphia  : 
and  Mary,  wife  of  George  Dewey,  a  mer- 
chant of  New  York  cit\ . 
I      In  his  religious  character,  Mr.  Walton 
was  an  earnest,  frank,  sincere  Christian, 
I  always  warm  and  generous  in  the  utter- 
•  ance  and  support  of  his  principles.  He 
combined  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent,  the 
boldness  of  the  lion  and  the  harmlessness 
of  the  dove,  in  his  whole  Christian  course  ; 
was  a  devoted  niember  and  an  honorable 
ofiice  bearer  in  the  Congregational  church 
:  for  many  years.    His  piety  irradiated  his 
^  household,  his  secular  cares  and  his  place 
of  business.    Evcivwhere,  at  all  times,  he 
w:is  the  admirable  type  of  a  Christian  gen- 
tleman. In  the  Conference,  in  the  Sabbath- 
school,  in  the  supi)orL  of  charitable  and 
religious  institutions,  none  sui-passed  and 
few  equalled  him.    The  young  men  in  his 
;   office  fell  his  ini]ueiice  very  strongly.  Of 
the  many  who  graduated  from  his  office, 
and  came  to  fill  afterwards,  v  ith  honor, 
public  stations  in  the  councils  of  the  State 
and  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  in  the 
I   courts  of  justice,  twelve  have  been  mem- 
\  bers  of  churches,  and  tv;o  have  become 
I  useful  and  resp  icted  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 
I  And  none  could  bear  higher  testimony  to 
the  invariable  and  elevated  religious  char- 
;  acter  of  Mr.  Walton  than  they. 
I      Gen.  Walton  died  Nov.  27,  1855,  leav- 
j   ing,  as  might  be  expected  from  one  of  his 
j  liberal  views,  not  much  property,  indeed, 
I   but  that  "  good  name    which  is  better  than 
riches. 

I  AIRS.  PRUSSIA  PERSONS  WALTOX, 

I  widow  of  the  late  Gen.  Ezekiel  P.Walton, 
i   daughter  of  Eliakim  D.  Persons,  died  at 
'   her  home  Saturday,  June  22,  1878,  aged  86 ; 
the  oldest  resident  at  her  death  in  the 
town  ot  Montpelier.  The  l\  \itchf?iaii  says  : 
The  long  lift  of  this  "  citct  Jad\','"  though 
filled  with  unusual  cares  an^l  responsibili- 
ties, was  nevertheless  rendered  beautiful 
,    by  her  naturally  exuberant   spirits,  her 


tender  regard  for  all  her  fellow-beings,  and 
her  unfaltering  trust  in  Him  in  whom  she 
believed.  Her  kindly  heart  and  her  dili- 
gent hands  were  busy  to  the  last  in  works 
of  charity  and  mercy,  and  few  are  the 
dwellings  among  us  but  contain  some 
dainty  token  of  affection  wrought  by  her 
deft  fingers.  The  blessing  of  the  whole 
communily  rested  upon  her  as  she  ex- 
changed the  imperfect  joys  of  earth  for  the 
perfect  bliss  of  Heaven. 

DR.  JAMES  SPALDING, 

who  for  40  years  was  a  successful  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Montpelier  village  and 
vicinity,  died  at  his  residence,  October, 
1S66.  The  following  accurate  sketch  and 
deserved  tribute  to  his  memory  appeared 
in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour-  ' 
nal :  [somewhat  condensed.] 

"Dr.  Spalding  was  born  in  Sharon,  Vt., 
r\Iar.  20,  1792.  His  father,  Dca.  Reuben 
Spalding,  wa'^  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
in  the  State,  whose  life  was  not  more  re- 
markable for  his  toils,  privations  and 
energy,  as  a  pioneer  in  a  new  country, 
than  for  his  unbending  integrity,  and  for 
the  best  qualities  of  the  Old  New  England 
Puritanism.  James  was  the  third  son  of 
12  children,  all  of  whom  reached  maturity 
and  were  settled  in  life  with  families.  At 
the  age  of  seven  he  received  a  small  wound 
in  the  knee  joint,  which  confined  him  for 
more  than  6  months,  attended  with  ex- 
treme suffering.  By  the  skill  of  Dr. 
Nathan  Smith,  of  Hanover,  the  limb  was 
at  length  healed,  leaving  the  knee  par- 
tially anchylosed,  however,  to  recover  from 
which  required  years.  W^hile  thus  con- 
fined, probably  from  estimation  of  Dr. 
Smith,  which  estimation  was  retained 
through  life,  he  decided  to  be  a  physician 
and  surgeon.  He  never  attended  a  high 
school  or  academy,  but  he  acquired  a  good 
common  school  education,  besides  storing 
his  mind  with  much  general  knowledge 
and  that  mental  discipline  which  so  highly 
distinguished  him  in  after  life.  He  com- 
menced study  at  the  age  of  17  with  Dr. 
PLber  Carpenter,  of  Alstead,  N.  H.,  stip- 
ulating the  expenses  of  his  education  should 
be  defrayed  by  his  practicing  one  year  with 
the  Doctor  after  he  had  graduated.  Pie 
applied  himself  with  uncommon  assiduity 
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to  his  Txiedical  studies,  taking,  at  the  same 
time,  private  le.ssciis  iii  Greek  and  Latin. 
At  20  years  he  [,'radaated  at  the  Dartmouth 


of  his  profession,  having  an  extensive  in- 
tercourse Nvith  liis  medical  brethren,  he 
was  well  prepared  to  impart  to  others  the 


Medical  Institution,  having  heard  the  lec-  j  results  of  his  extensive  experience. 


-le 


'd  Fr^rkins. 


was  an  orisjinal  thinker,  not  onlv  in  his 


Vv'hile  a  student,  his  opportunities  for  |  medical  and  surgical  practice,  but  in  ether 
practice  were  very  extensive  ;  the  spotted  !  departments.    It  was  a  maxim  with  him 


fever  prevailed  generally  throughout  New 
England.  This  epidemic  was  truly  appal- 
ling in  Alsteadand  the  neighboring  towns. 
Dr.  Spalding  brought  his  discriminating 
mind  to  the  subject  with  all  the  close  ob- 
servation of  a  veteran  in  the  science,  and 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusions  as  to  its 
pathology  and  treatment  as  others  who 
stood  the  most  eminent  in  the  profession. 
His  position  was  very  embarrassing,  be'ing 
called  the  "  boy  physician,''  havingtomeet 
veterans  'in  the  profession  for  whom  he 


that  there  should  be  no  guess-work  in  his 
profession,  more  especially  in  surgery.  In 
consultations,  due  respect  was  paid  to  the 
opinions  of  his  professional  brethren,  but 
still  he  would  suffer  his  judgment  to  be  in- 
fluenced only  as  the  evidence  in  the  case 
affected  his  own  mind,  never  evading  re- 
sponsibility, and  always  governed  by  his^ 
own  independent  conclusions,  and  for  this 
reason  he  was  much  sought  for  in  con- 
sultations. He  retained  thi-ough  life  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  professional 


entertained  an  exalted  opinion.    Modesty  brethren,  and  while  differing  from  others 


would  hardly  permit  him  to  ditter  from 
them,  yet  he  had  so  studied  this  epidemic, 
in  most  cases  his  views  and  treatment  were 
adopted. 

After  practicing  2  years  in  Alstead  with 
Dr.  Carpenter,  he  commenced  business  in 
Claremont,  but  having  friends  in  Mont- 
pelier,  was  induced  to  remove  to  thisplace. 
Though  but  a  boy,  he  had  seen  much 
practice,  and  peiformed  many  surgical  op- 
erations, and  it  required  but  a  short  time 
for  him  to  gain  general  confidence  as  a 
physician,  and  niorc  especially  as  a  sur- 
geon, which  he  retained  without  abatenient 
through  life.  His  fixed  purpose  was  im- 
provement in  his  profession  ;  he  never  en- 
gaged in  any  other  business  or  sought  any 
political  preferment.  Others  may  have 
done  more  under  other  circumstances,  yet 
by  his  example,  integrity,  industry,  com- 
munications for  the  medical  journals,  and 
dissertations  before  the  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies,  from  time  to  time,  it  may 
be  said,  he  added  something  to  the  gen- 
eral stock  of  knowledge  in  his  profession, 
and  that  as  a  surgeon  he  was  successful 
above  most  others.  His  particular  trait  of 
mind  was  a  sound  judgment,  based  upon  a 
careful,  discriminating  examination  of  all 
the  evidence  which  gave  in  each  individual 
case  its  peculiar  characteristic.  Well  in- 
formed in  books  and  the  general  principles 


in  his  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  disease, 
he  succeeded  in  leaving  the  confidence '  of 
patient  and  friends  in  the  attending  physi- 
cian unabated,  discharging  his  duty  to  his 
patients  without  injury  to  the  feelings  or 
reputation  of  any  one.  It  being  the  settled 
maxim  of  his  life,  that  strict  integrity  is  the 
true  and  only  policy  which  should  govern 
every  man  who  desires  his  own  interest  or 
that  of  others,  he  never  sought  to  appro- 
priate to  himself  what  justly  belonged  to 
them. 

For  more  than  40  years  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Vermont  State  Medical 
Society,  and,  through  it,  labored  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  profession 
he  so  much  loved,  and  became  acquainted 
with  most  of  the  distinguished  physicians 
of  the  State,  among  whom  he  had  many 
personal  friends.  In  1819,  he  was  elected 
secretary,  which  office  he  held  for  over  20 
years.  In  1842,  he  was  chaimnan  of  a 
committee  to  draft  a»  petition  for  a  geolog- 
ical survey  of  the  St^Ue.  He  was  vice 
president  of  the  Medical  Society  in  1S43, 
treasurer  in  1844,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  History  of  the  Society  in 
1845.  He  read  a  thesis  in  1846,  *'0n  Na- 
ture as  manitested  in  Disease  and  Tlv-alth.'' 
which  was  highly  commended.  He  was 
elected  president  in  1846,  7,  '8,  and' de- 
livered a  dissertation  on  "Typhus  Fever'- 
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in  1S48,  which  was  published  b}-  a  vote  of 
the  society.  He  was  elected  a  correspond- 
ing secretary  in  1S50,  and  librarian  in 
1S54,  which  office  he  held  until  his  death. 
He  was  also '  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
i  eilows  of  the  Vemiont.  Academ\-  of  Med- 
icine, besides  holding  many  offices  con- 
nected with  science,  literature,  temper- 
ance, etc.  But  few  men  in  the  country 
have  seen  such  an  amount  of  disease  and 
so  carefully  observed  the  peculiarities  of 
the 'various  epidemics  occurring  for  nearly 
half  a  century :  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  so  little  is  left  on  record  of  his  exten- 
sive observations  and  experience  both  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon.  In  private  life  he 
was  a  nian  of  much  anienity  of  manners,  of 
great  worth  and  purity  of  character,  en- 
larged benevolence  and  of  high-minded 
purposes  in  all  that  goes  to  make  tlie  en- 
ligiiLiwiiv, J  Cli.lotiaii  and  good  citizen. 

In  1820,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Reed,  of 
Montpelier.  They  raised  6  children — 
James  R.,  an  editor  in  the  city  of  New- 
York;  William  C,  a  distinguished  physi- 
cian of  Watertown,  Wis.  ;  Martha  E.,  died 
at  iS;  Jane,  who  niarried  Dr.  Warner  of 
Weathersfield,  Conn.  ;  George  B.,  a  cler- 
gyman and  Doctor  of  Di\  inity,  of  Dover, 
N.  H.,  and  editor  of  the  iVcw  Haiiipshire 
Journal]  and  Isabella,  wife  of  Mr.  Louns- 
bury,  of  Hartford,  Ct. 

Mrs.  Spalding,  a  woman  of  many  vir- 
tues, died  in  1854,  and  about  2  years  after, 
Dr.  Spalding  married  Mrs.  Dodd,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Wyllys  Lyman,  of  Hartford. 
Vt.,  who  died  in  1857. 

HON.   SAMUEL  PRENTISS 

was  born  in  Stonington,  Ct.,  Mar.  31, 
1782  ;  his  family,  of  a  pure  English  and 
Puritan  stock,  are  traceable  as  far  back 
as  13 1 8,  through  official  records  which 
show  the  reputable  positions  occupied  by 
branches  of  the  family,  till  they  came  to 
New  England,  where  the  lineage  at  once 
took  stock  among  the  best  in  the  colonies. 
In  direct  descent  he  was  the  6th  from  his 
first  American,  but  English-born,  ancestor, 
Capl.  Thoinas  Prentiss,  born  in  England 
about  1620,  became  a  resident  of  Nev/ton, 
Mass.,  1752,  was  a  noted  cavalry  officer  in 
the  -King  Philip  war,  and  died  17 10,  leav- 


ing Thomas  Prentiss,  Jr.,  faihcr  of  Samuel 
Prentiss,  ist,  father  of  Samuel,  2d,  who 
was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
and  father  of  Samuel,  3d,  a  physician  and 
surgeon  in  the  army,  and  the  father  of 
Judge  Samuel  Prentiss,  of  Montpelier. 
The  whole  stock  of  the  Prentiss  family 
was  good,  but  this  branch  was  particularly 
so,  both  physically  and  intellectually. 
Col.  Prentiss,  of  Revolutionary  memory,  6 
feet  high,  weighing  over  200  pounds,  with- 
out corpulency,  was  one  of  the  best  builr, 
most  muscular  men  of  the  times  ;  and  the 
different  members  of  the  family  descend- 
ing from  him,  for  the  last  two  or  three  gen- 
erations, of  which  those  now  living  have 
been  cognizant,  will  be  remembered  to 
have  been,  with  a  rare  uniformity,  well- 
formed,  shapely  and  good-looking,  possess- 
ing an  unusual  intellectual  capacity  and' 
power. 

When  Samuel  was  about  a  year  old,  he 
removed  v.ith  his  family  from  Stonington, 
Ct..  to  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  from  thence 
in  about  3  years  to  Northfield,  Mass., 
where  his  father,  Dr.  Prentiss,  continued 
the  successful  practice  of  his  profession  in 
1S18,  the  son  being  kept  in  his  earlier 
boyhood  at  the  common  schools,  and 
while  yet  young,  put  into  classical  studies 
with  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Allen,  minister 
of  the  town,  and  at  about  19,  entered  as  a 
law  student  in  the  office  of  Samuel  Vose, 
Esq.,  of  the  same  town.  He  did  not 
complete  the  course  of  legal  studies  there, 
but  with  that  object,  passed  over  into  the 
neighboring  village  of  Bra'ttleboro,  and 
entered  the  office  of  John  W.  Blake,  Esq., 
from  whence,  Dec.  1802,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  several  months  before  his  majority. 

In  view  of  what  Mr.  Prentiss  afterward 
became,  all  will  understand  he  studied  the 
elementary  principles  of  the  law  before  his 
admission  to  the  Bar ;  bu+  few%  perhaps, 
are  aware  how  close  and  extensive  in  the 
I  meantime  had  been  his  study  of  the  great 
'  masters  of  Emglish  literature,  hov/  careful 
!  the  cultivation  of  his  taste,  and  how  much 
I  his  proficiency  in  the  formation  of  that 
style,  Avhich   subsequently  so  peculiarly 
stamped  all  his  mental  eftbrts,  whether  of 
writingorspeaking,with  unvarying  strength 
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and  neatness  of  expression.  We  recollect 
of  having  once  met  witli  a  series  of  literary 
miscellany  written  by  him,  probably  when 
he  was  a  law  student,  published  first  in  a 
.v- v'sp'ip'?r  in  concoriiti\-e  nnnib?rs  p.nd 
afterwards  republished  b\-  some  one  in 
-pamphlet  form,  wliich  were  all  alike  marked 
by  neatness  of  style  and  beauty  of  senti- 
ment, and  which,  thou^^^'h  only  intended, 
doubtless,  for  mere  off-hand  sketches, 
would  have  favorably  compared  with  our 
best  magazine  literature. 

Early  in  the  year  1803,  he  came  into 
this  part  of  the  State,  and  opened  an  office 
in  the  new,  but  promising  village  of  Mont- 
pelier,  which  waste  be  ever  after  his  home, 
and  the  central  point  of  the  field  of  the 
splendid  professional  success  which  lie  was 
destined  to  achieve. 

His  leo-al  atiainments,  the  genius  he  dis- 
played in  developing  them,  the  skill  he 
manifested  in  the  management  of  his 
cases,  and  his  peculiarly  smooth  and  happy 
manner  as  a  speaker,  appear  almost  im- 
mediately, after  he  commenced  practice 
here,  to  have  attracted  attention,  and  given 
him  a  distitiguished  place  in  the  estimation 
of  all  the  people  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
try as  a  young  man  of  unusual  promise. 
But  he  knew  better  than  to  repose  on 
laurels  of  this  kind  ;  that  not  to  advance  in 
his  profession,  was  virtually  to  recede ; 
that  he  could  make  no  r^al  progress  with- 
out exploring  the  great  field  of  jurispru- 
dence, within  whose  portals  he  had  only 
just  entered;  in  other  words,  not  v/ithout 
devoting  himself  to  study,  careful,  close 
and  unremitting;  and  commenced  a  course, 
which,  passing  beyond  the  applications  of 
all  his  own  special  cases,  was  as  extended 
as  the  principles  of  the  law  itself,  when  re- 
garded no  less  as  a  science  than  a  system 
of  technicalities,  and  this  course  for  the 
next  twenty  years,  while  all  the  time  in 
active  employ  as  a  practitioner,  he  pur- 
sued with  an  assiduity  and  perseverance 
rarely  ever  witnessed  among  lawyers  who, 
like  him,  have  already  reached  the  higher 
ranks  of  their  profession. 

Such  a  course  of  legal  research,  con- 
ducted by  a  mind  of  the  discrimination 
and  power  of  analysis,  which  characterized 


that  of  Mr.  Prentiss, 'could  not  long  re- 
main  unattended  by  fruits.  We  find  the 
legislature  of  his  State,  as  early  as  1822, 
proffering  him,  with  singular  unanimity,  a 
seat  as  one  of  the  associate  justices  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  honor 
he  declined,  but  in  1824  and  '25,  consent- 
ed to  serA-e  his  town  as  their  representative 
in  the  General  Assembly,  and  having  been 
triumphantly  elected,  soon  gave  unmis- 
takable earnest  of  those  abilities  as  a  leg- 
islator and  a  statesman,  which  were  after- 
wards so  conspicuously  displayed  in  the 
broader  field  of  the  council  chamber  of  the 
nation.  At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of 
1825,  he  was  elected  first  associate  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  so  unanimously,  and 
with  so  many  private  solicitations  for  his 
acceptance,  he  did  not  longer  decline  a 
membership  in  our  State  tribunal,  and 
went  upon  the  bench,  where  so  scrupulously 
and  ably  he  executed  the  duties  of  his  post 
the  next  4  years,  that  by  almost  common 
consent  he  was  elected  in  1829,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  and 
in  1830,  a  member  of  the  United  States' 
Senate,  and  was  re-elected  in  1836  a 
second  term  to  the  Senate,  and  before  his 
term  of  service  had  quite  expired  was  nom- 
inated by  the  President,  and  v/ithout  the 
usual  reference  of  his  case  to  a  committee, 
unanimously  confirmed,  as  the  Judge  of 
United  States'  District  Court  of  this  State, 
in  place  of  Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  tlien  just 
deceased.  This  quiet,  though  highly  re- 
sponsible office,  whose  duties  were  to  be 
discharged  so  near  home,  he,  in  his  de- 
clining health,  preferred  to  a  seat  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  which  it  was  more  than  intimated 
from  high  quarters  he  might  soon  obtain. 
He  therefore  accepted  the  post,  which  he 
continued  to  hold  till  his  death,  Jan,  15, 
1857. 

Such  was  the  brilliant  official  career  of 
the  Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss  for  the  last  34 
years  of  his  life ;  he  never  passed  an  hour 
without  bearing  the  responsibilities  of  some 
important  public  trust,  and  was  never  re- 
moved from  one  except  to  be  promoted  to 
a  higher  one,  till  he  had  reached  the  high- 
est but  one  within  the  gift  of  the  American 
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people  ;  and  as  a  senator,  he  won  an  en- 
viable and  enduring;  reputation  in  a  body 
embracing  almost  all  the  intellectual  giants 
in  that  highest  period  of  American  states- 
ni'rinship.  Among  the  beneficent  meas- 
ures, of  which  he  was  the  originator  and 
successful  advocate,  was  the  law,  still  in 
force,  for  the  suppression  of  duelling  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  His  speeches  in 
support  ot  that  measure  have  taken  rank 
among  the  best  specimens  of  senatorial  el- 
oquence. His  speech  against  the  bank- 
rupt law  of  1840  was  pronounced  by  John 
C.  Calhoun. to  have  been  the  clearest  and 
most  unanswerable  of  any,  on  a  debatable 
question,  which  he  had  heard  for  years. 
His  stand  on  this  occasion  attracted  the 
more  public  notice,  from  the  fact  that  he 
had  the  independence  to  contest  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  in  opposition,  with  only 
one  exception,  to  the  whole  bod)-  of  his 
party.  And  there  can  be  but  little  doubt 
that  his  argument,  which  was  felt  to  stand 
still  unanswered,  had  much  to  do  witli  the 
repeal  of  that  unfortunate  law,  a  few  years 
afterwards. 

Judge  Prentiss  v/as  obviously  held  in  the 
highest  estin-iation  in  the  Senate,  alike  for 
the  purity  and  worth  of  his  private,  and 
the  rare  ability  of  his  senatorial  character. 
His  equal  and  confidential  relations  v/ith 
Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  W&bster  were  at 
that  day  well  known ;  while  his  sterling 
talents  aud  civic  virtues  were  admitted  and 
admired  by  all,  who,  as  we  were  often  told 
at  the  time,  cheerfully  joined  his  more 
particular  associates  in  conceding  him  to 
be  the  best  lawyer  in  the  Senate. 

It  is  in  his  character  as  a  jurist,  however, 
that  Mr.  Prentiss  will  be  longest  remem- 
bered. It  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  praise  for 
him  to  say,  that  not  one  of  that  series  of 
able  and  lucid  decisions,  v.hich  he  had 
made  while  on  the  bench  of  our  Supreme 
C«)urt,  has  ever  been  overruled  by  any  suc- 
ceeding tribunal  in  this  State,  nor,  as  far 


judicial  accomplishment  which  could  pos- 
sibly be  adduced.  With  those  out  of  that 
profession,  the  opinions  of  other  great  and 
learned  men  respecting  the  one  in  c^ues- 
tion,  might  be,  perhaps,  more  palpably 
conclusive.  And  to  meet  the  understand- 
ings of  both  these  classes,  tlierefore,  we 
will  close  our  remarks  on  this  part  of  our 
subject  by  mentioning  a  curious  legal  co- 
incidence, which,  while  it  involved  an  im- 
portant decision,  was  the  m.eans  of  draw- 
ing forth  a  high  compliment  from  the  lips 
of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  all  our 
American  jurists  : 

Some  time  during  Judge  Prentiss'  Chief 
Justiceship  of  this  State,  Sir  Charles  Bell, 
of  the  Common  Bench  of  England,  made, 
in  an  important  case,  a  decision  whicn  was 
wholly  new  law  in  that  country  ;  and  it  was 
afterwards  discovered,  when  the  reports  of 
the  year,  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  were 
published,  that  Judge  Prentiss  had,  not 
only  in  the  same  year,  but  in  the  same 
week  or  fortnight,  made,  in  one  of  cur  im- 
portant suits,  precisely  the  same  decision, 
which  was  also  then'new  law  here,  arriving 
at  his  conclusion  by  a  process  strikingly 
similar  to  that  of  the  English  justice. 
This  remarkable  coincidence,  involving 
the  origin  of  then  new,  but  now  well- 
estabhshed  points  of  law,  and  involving, 
at  the  same  time,  an  inference  so  flattering 
to  our  Chief  Justice,  at  once  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  celebrated  Chancellor  Kent, 
of  New  York,  who,  soon  after,  falling  in 
company  with  several  of  our  most  noted 
Vermonters,  cited  this  singular  instance  in 
compliment  to  the  Vermont  Chief  Justice, 
and  after  remarking  that  there  was  no 
possibility  that  either  the  American  or 
English  justice  could  -be  apprised  of  the 
other's  views  on  the  point  in  question, 
wound  up  by  the  voluntary  tribute : 

'•Judge  Story,  the  only  man  to  be 
thought  of  in  the  comparison,  is  certainly 
a  very  learned  and  able  man  ;  but  I  cannot 
as  we  are  apprized,  by  that  of  any  other,  help  regarding  Judge  Prentiss  as  the  best 
though  those  decisions  are,  to  tliis  time,  jurist  in  New  England.'' 
being  frequently  quoted  in  the  courts  of!  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  about  v.diich 
probably  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  ^  there  is  more  misconception  anvong men 
With  the  legal  profession,  facts  of  this  kind  |  generally  than  in  what  constitutes  a  reaJly 
involve  probably  the  best  evidence  of  high  j  great  intellect.    Most  people  are  prone  to 
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be  looking  for  some  bold  and  startling  !  In  person,  Judge  Prentiss  was  nearly  6 
thoughts,  or  some  brilliant  or  learned  dis-  i  feet  high,  well-forrned,  with  an  unusually 
play  of  language,  in  a  man,  to  make  good  ■  expansive  forehead,  shapely  features  and  a 
in  him  their  preconceived  notions  of  in-  :  clear  and  pleasant  countenance,  all  made 
lcIIc_U;cil  gic;.LiKoo.  Arid  .-hoalJ  they  sec  '  tlic  more  imposing  and  agreeable  by  the 
him  take  up  a  subject  in  a  simple,  natural  i  affable  andcourdy  bearing  of  the  old  school 
manner,  analyze  it,  reject  all  the  fictitious,  i  gentleman. 

retain  all  the  real,  arrange  the  elements,  j  In  his  domestic  system,  he  was  a  rigid 
and,  thus  clearly  proceeding,  at  length  !  economist,  but  ever  gave  liberally  when- 
reach  the  only  just  and  safe  conclusion  of!  ever  the  object  conmanded  his  approba- 
whicli  the  case  admits,  they  would,  per-  !  tion.  Let  a  single  instance  suffice  for  il- 
haps,  feel  a  sort  of  disappointment  in  not  ;  lustration:  Some  years  before  his  death, 
having  seen  any  of  the  imposing  mental  |  his  minister  lost  an  only  cow;  and  the  fact 
machinery  brought  into  play,  which  they  '  coming  to  his  ears,  he  ordered  his  man  to 
supposed  would  be  required  to  produce  the  j  drive,  the  next  morning,  one  of  the  cows 
result.  Demagogues  might  indeed  make  '  he  then  possessed,  to  the  stable  of  the 
use  of  such  machinery,  but  a  truly  great  j  minister.  But  strangely  enough,  the  cow 
man,  never.  For  it  is  that  very  simplicity  ;  selected  for  the  gift  died  that  night.  He 
and  clearness  of  mental  operations  which  ;  was  not  thus  to  be  defeated,  however,  in 
r^T,  r.'-iy -p-ipl-e  PY)  inU.-l!ert  efficient,  safe  |  hi'i;  kind  purpose;  for  hearing  that  the 
and  great.  Grasp  of  thought,  penetration  |  minister  had  engaged  a  new  cow,  at  a 
and  power  of  analysis,  are  the  expressions 
generally  used  in  describing  a  mind  of  the 
character  of  that  of  Judge  Prentiss.  But 
they  liardly  bring  us  to  a  realization  of  the 
extremely  siinple  and  natural  intellectual 
process,  through  which  he  moved  on,  self- 
poised,  step  by  step,  with  so  much  ease 
and  certainty  to  the  impregnable  legal  po- 
sitions where  he  was  content  only  to  rest. 
And  to  have  fully  realized  this,  we  should 
have  listened  to  one  of  his  plain  but  lu- 
minous decisions,  on  a  case  before  sup- 
posed to  be  involved  in  almost  insuperable 
doubts  and  perplexities — perceived  how, 
at  first,  he  carefully  gathered  up  all  that 
could  have  any  bearing  on  the  subject  in 
hand  ;  how  he  then  began  to  scatter  light 
upon  the  seemingly  dark  and  tangled  mass  ; 
and  then,  how,  segregating  all  the  irrele- 
vant and  extraneous,  and  assorting  the 
rest,  he  conducted  our  minds  to  what  at 
length  we  could  not  fail  to  see  to  be  the 
truth  and  reality- of  the  case.  That  Judge 
Prentiss  possessed,  besides  his  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law  as  a  science,  a  finely- 
balanced  and  superior  intellect  is  unques- 
tionable ;  and  that  it  became  so,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  peculiar  traits  we  have  been 
attempting  to  describe,  need,  it  appears  to 
us,  to  be  scarcely  less  doubted. 


given  price,  ne  at  once  sent  him  the  amount 
in  money  required  to  pay  for  it. 

Judge  Prentiss  has  gone;  but  the  people 
of  the  town,  which  had  the  honor  to  be  his 
home,  will  cherish  his  memory  as  long  as 
they  are  capable  of  appreciating  true  ex- 
cellence, and  be  but  too  proud  to  tell  the 
stranger  that  he  was  one  of  their  towns- 
men. 

At  the  October  session  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  following  the  death 
of  Judge  Prentiss,  after  a  suitable  annouce- 
ment  by  the  district  attorney,  and  the  de- 
livery in  court  of  eloquent  tributes  to  the 
character  of  the  deceased,  by  the  Hon. 
Solomon  Foot,  and  the  Hon.  David  A. 
Smalley,  the  new  judge,  the  following  pre- 
a.mble  and  resolutions  were  entertained, 
and  ordered  to  be  placed  uf)on  the  records 
of  the  court,  as  "an  enduring  evidence  of 
the  high  veneration  in  which  his  memory 
was  held  by  the  Bar"  : 

Whereas,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss, 
late  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  \'crmont, 
having  departed  thislife  within  the  present 
year,  and  the  members  of  this  Bar  and  the 
officers  of  this  Court  entertaining  the  high- 
est veneration  for  liis  memory,  the  n!r)st 
profound  respect  for  his  great  ability, 
learning,  experience  and  uprightness  as  a 
Judge,  and  cherishing  for  his  many  public 
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and  private  virtues  the  most  lively  and  af- 
fectionate recollection,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  his  uniformly  unosten- 
tatious and  gentlemanly  deportment,  his 


assiduous  discharge  of  his  olncial  duties, 
hi;;i:  .:Mn..i-  of  j-ir^ticc,  liis  unbending 
integrity,  and  tlic  exalted  dignity  and  pur- 
itv  of  his  j  uhlic  and  private  character, 

furnish  the  highest  evidence  of  Ms  intrin- -  ambitious  dispositions,  so  that  they 
sic  worth,  and  of  his  great  personal  merit.        ,     ,        ,        ; ,    .  ,  •, 

/    ^  -rk  ^         T^-  .  •  .  A..  h^'^  t)e  brought  safely  into  manhood,  will 

Resolved,  That  the  District  Attorney,  I  .       *     ,  .  ,  . 

as  Chairman  of  this  meeting  of  the  Bar,  i  appreciate  the  delicacy  and  magnitude  of 


on  her.  And  those  who  know  what  un- 
ceasing care  and  vigilance,  and  wliat  blend- 
ing of  kindness,  discretion  and  firmness, . 
are  required  to  restrain  and  check,  without 
loss  of  influence,  and  train  up  with  the 
rightful  moral  guidance,  a  family  of  boys 
of  active  temperaments,  of  fertile  intellects 


communicate  to  the  family  of  the  deceased 
a  copy  of  these  proceedings,  with  an  assur- 
ance of  the  sincere  condolence  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar  and  the  ofiicers  of  this 
Court,  on  account  of  this  great  and  irrep- 
arable bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  in  behalf  of  the  Bar  and 
the  officers  of  this  Court,  the  Honorable 
the  Presiding  Judge  thereof  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  respect  fully  requested  to  order  the 
foregoing  pream.ble  and  resolutions  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  Court. 

MRS.  LUCRETIA  PRENTISS, 

daughter  of  the  late  Edward  Houghton, 
Esq.,  of  Northfield,  Mass.,  was  born  Mar. 
6,  17S6,  and  received  a  good  English  edu- 
cation for  the  times.  She  married  Samuel 
Prenti.ss,  Esq.,  in  1804,  and  settled  dovv'n 
V.  ith  him  for  life  in  the  village  of  Mont- 
pelier.  Here  she  became  the  mother  of  12 
children,  George  Houghton,  Samuel  Blake, 
Edward  Houghton,  John  Holmes,  Charles 
Williams,  Henry  Francis,  Frederick  James, 
Theodore,  Joseph  Addison,  Augustus,  Lu- 
cretia  and  James  Prentiss. 

(Tcorge  H.  Prentiss  died  soon  after  ar- 
riving at  maturity  and  settling  down  in  his 
profession,  which,  like  that  of  all  the  rest 
of  the  brothers  who  reached  manhood,  was 
that  of  the  law.  Augustus,  and  Lucretia, 
the  only  daughter,  died  in  infancy. 

The  cares,  labors  and  responsibilities  of 
the  wife  are  generally,  to  a  great  extent, 
mingled  with  those  of  the  husband.  Much 
less  than  usual,  however,  were  they  so  in 
the  case  of  Mrs.  Prentiss.  In  consequence 
of  the  close  occupation  of  the  time  of  her 
husband  in  his  crowding  legal  engagements 
when  at  home,  and  his  frequent  and  long- 
continued  absences  froin  home  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  professional  or  ofhciaktuties, 
almost  the  whole  care  and  management  of 
his  young  and  numerous  family  devolved 


her  trust,  and  be  ready  to  award  her  the 
just  meed  of  praise  for  discharging  it,  as 
she  confessedly  chd,  with  such  unusual  faith- 
fulness and  with  such  unusual  success. 
Mrs.  Prentiss  died  at  Montpelier,  June  15, 
1855,  in  her  70th  year. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  say  too  much  in 
praise  of  the  character  of  this  rare  woman. 
She  was  one  of  earth's  angels.  In  her  do- 
mestic and  social  virtues  ;  in  the  industry 
that  caused  her  "  to  work  willingly  with  her 
hands;"  in  "  the  law  of  kindness"  that 
prompted  her  benevolence,  and  the  wis- 
dom that  so  judiciously  and  impartially 
dispensed  it;  together  w^ith  all  tlie  other  of 
those  clustered  excellencies  that  went  to 
constitute  the  character  of  the  model  woman 
of  the  wise  man — in  all  these  Mrs.  Prentiss 
had  scarce  a  peer  among  us,  scarce  a  su- 
perior anywhere.  She  did  everything  for 
her  family,  and  lived  to  see  her  husband 
become  known  as  he  "  .satamongthe  Elders 
of  the  land,"  and  her  nine  surviving  sons, 
all  of  established  characters,  and  present- 
ing an  aggregate  of  capacity  and  good  re- 
pute unequalled,  perhaps,  by  that  of  any 
other  family  in  the  State,  and  all  praising 
her  in  their  lives.  These  were  her  works, 
but  not  all  her  works.  The  heart- works 
of  the  good  neighbor,  of  the  good  and 
lowly  Christian,  and  the  hand-works  that 
looked  to  the  benefit  and  elevation  of  so- 
ciety at  large,  were  by  her  all  done,  and 
all  the  better  done  for  being  performetl 
so  unobtrusively,  so  cheerfully  and  so  un- 
selfishly. 

D.  P.  T. 

Oh,  many  a  spirit  walks  tlie  world  iiulieeded, 
Tliat,  when  its  veil  of  sadness  is  laid  down. 

Shall  soar  aloft  with  pinions  unimpeded, 
Wc-ariug  its  glory  like  a  starry  crown. 

—Julia  Wallace. 
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THE  HON.  JOSEPH  REED, 

Born  in  Westford,  Mass.  Mar.  13,  1766, 
when  about  12  year?  of  age  left  Westford, 
to  live  with  his  uncle  in  Plymouth,  N.  H., 
for  about  6  years,  receiving  only  the  advan- 
tages of  a  common  school  education,  and 
at  18  commenced  and  serv-ed  a  3  years'  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  carpenter's  trade,  with 
James  Sargeant.  of  Plymouth,  after  which 
he  worked  one  year  for  his  master  for  $150, 
and  then  continued  at  his  trade  nearly  5 
years  in  the  viclnit}  ,  when  he  relinquished 
for  good  his  trade  and  entered  tlic  store  of 
Mr.  Mower  Rus>.ell  in  Plymouth,  but  soon 
removed  to  Thctford,  Vt.,  where  in  1803 
he  opened  a  store.  In  June  1804,  he  mar- 
ried first.  He  had  no  children  b}  this  mar- 
riage. In  18 1 2,  he  married  second,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Rev.  Jacob  Burnap  D. 
D.  of  Mcniinac,  N.  M.,  by  v.hom  had 
2  sons,  Charles  and  George  W.  In  18 14, 
15,  16,  Mr.  Reed  was  elected  town  repre- 
sentative of  Thetford  and  received  5  more 
elections  in  the  next  7  years.  In  181 8, 
19,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Judges  of 
Orange  County  Court.  Having  been  very 
successful  in  trade  in  Thetford  and  closed 
up  business  there,  he  removed  to  Montpe- 
lier  in  1827.  In  1S30,  31,  32,  he  was  elect- 
ed Judge  of  probate  for  the  district  of 
Washington  County,  and  in  1834,  was 
chosen  one  of  the  Council  of  Censors  to 
revise  the  constitution  of  the  State,  and 
in  1S40,  one  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tors who  threw  the  vote  of  Vermont  ^or 
General  Harrison,  and  he  was  county 
treasurer  for  almost  the  last  30  years  of 
his  life.  His  second  wife,  who  shared  his 
cares  and  his  fortunes  through  nearly  the 
most  active  period  of  his  life,  and  who  was 
the  mother  of  his  children,  died  and  he 
married  her  sister,  Miss  Lucy  Burnap,  for 
his  third  wife,  who  dying  soon  after,  he 
married  his  fourth  wife.  Miss  Frances  M. 
Cotton,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  H. 
Cotton  of  Windsor,  who,  with  a  daughter, 
still  survives  him. 

Judge  Reed  at  his  death,  Feb.  6,  1859, 
left  a  handsome  fortune,  and,  what  is  far 
better,  a  character  whicii  his  descendants 
may  be  proud  to  contemplate.  Of  him, 
his  personal  peculiarities  and  general  char- 


acter, it  was  said,  in  a  tribute  from  a  dis- 
criminate source,  which  appeared  in  one 
of  our  public  journals  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  — ^'  He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  Old 
School,  precise  and  methodical  in  his  hab- 
its ;  of  nol;le  presence  and  demeanor  ;  hon- 
est and  sincere  in  all  his  dealings  ;  reserved 
and  prudent  in  his  speech,  sagacious  and 
comprehensive  in  his  views,  of  resolute 
and  unflinching  perseverance,  and  wise 
and  ample  generosity." 

This  single  sentence  finely  embodies 
the  whole  of  his  general  character,  yet 
some  of  its  j)eculiar  traits  may  be  more 
definitely  told.  Among  which  was  beside 
his  unbending  integrity  his  particular  and 
nice  conscientiouness.  But  the  way  in 
which  Judge  Reed  eftected  the  most  good, 
and  i'^c  which,  doubtless,  he  will  be  the 
longc.-^t,  and  by  the  largest  number  remem- 
bered, v,as  assisting  indigent,  but  promis- 
ing young  men  in  obtaining  an  education. 
When,  in  about  middle  life,  he  found  he 
had  accumulated  a  property  which  afforded 
a  }  early  surplus  over  the  economical  sup- 
port of  his  family,  and  the  probabje  ex- 
pense of  educating  his  children,  he,  as  he 
once  told  a  friend,  began  to  feel  it  his  duty 
to  bestow  at  least  a  good  portion  of  that 
surplus  on  objects  calculated  for  public 
good.  And  distrusting  the  wisdom  of 
many  of  the  schemes  of  benevolence  in 
vogue,  on  which  others  were  bestowing 
their  charities,  he  for  some  time  cast  about 
him  for  a  system  by  whicli  to  bestow  his 
money  so  that  it  might  conduce  to  the 
most  benefit  to  individuals,  and  through 
them  to  society  at  large.  And  he  soon 
settled  on  loaning  to  any  poor  ycjung  man, 
showing  promise  of  usefulness,  such  sums 
of  money  as  .he  should  need  to  carry  him 
through  College,  without  requiring  any  se- 
curity for  the  payment  of  the  amounts  ad- 
vanced, and  leaving  the  payment  a  wholly 
voluntary  matter  with  the  beneficiary.  And 
having  mad*^  known  his  intentions,  and 
finding  no  lack  of  applications,  he  at  once 
put  his  system  in  practice,  and  nobly  per- 
severed in  keeping  it  up  to  the  last  year 
of  his  life,  and  till  the  number  of  young 
men  educated  through  his  means  amount- 
ed to  more  than  twenty,  among  whom  are 
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to  be  found  some  of  the  most  eminent  men 
of  the  country,  ornamenting  the  learned 
professions,  or  adding  dignity  to  the  offi- 
cial positions  to  which  llieir  merits  have 
raised  them.. 

Other  wealthy  men  may  have  been  as 
benevolent,  others  as  patriotic,  in  bestow- 
ing money  for  temporary  purposes,  but  few 
can  boast  of  having  originated,  and  so 
persistently  n-faintained,  for  so  long  a  pe- 
iod,  a  system  of  benevolence  so  wise  and 
noble,  of  such  wide  spread,  happy  influen- 
ces which  have  flowed  from  the  one  which 
stands  associated  with  the  memory  of  the 
late  Joseph  Reed. 

HEZEKIAH  HUTCHINS  RP:ED, 

was  born  at  Hamstead,  N.  H.,  May  26, 
1795,  and  came  with  his  fether,  Captain 
Thomas  Reed,  and  family  to  Montpelicr 
in  1804.  From  1804  .10  about  1812,  he 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  attended 
the  academy  in  Montpelier,  and  made 
such  proficiency,  and  exhibited  promise 
of  so  much  executive  talent,  at  16,  he  suc- 
sessfuU}-  taught  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
forward  winter  schools  in  his  town,  and 
soon  after  went  to  Fort  Atkinson,  N.  Y., 
and  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Mr. 
Gove,  v.hile  the  American  Army  was  win- 
tering there  in  1S13.  When  the  army  re- 
treated southward,  he  followed  it  to  Platts- 
burgh,  where  it  took  its  final  stand,  and 
remained  with  it  in  the  capacity  of  sutler 
till  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh,  September, 
1814,  at  which  he  was  present.  The  fol- 
lowing winter  he  taught  school  in  Grand 
Isle  County ;  after  which  he  commenced 
the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  the 
Hon.  Dan  Carpenter  of  Waterbury  ;  the 
spring  of  18 19,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
and,  during  the  following  summer,  went 
West  and  setded  for  practice  in  Troy, 
Ohio ;  remained  about  5  years,  collected 
in  his  earnings,  and  invested  them  in 
flour,  vvhich  he  put  on  board  one  of  the 
Jlat  boats  of  the  Ohio,  and  sailed  down  to 
Natches,  sold  it,  and  with  the  proceeds  in 
his  pocket,  returned  on  horse-back  through 
Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania  to 
Philadelphia,  and  then  by  other  convey- 
ance  to   his   old   home   in  Montpelier 


where  he  went  into  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Thomas  Reed,  E!sq.,  who  had  al- 
ready opened  a  law  office  in  the  village. 
This  partnership  lasted  about  20  years, 
and  was  attended  throughout  with  unusual 
pecuniary  success.  The  Messrs.  Reed  did 
a  very  large  business,  mostly  in  collecting 
and  in  honorable  speculations,  acting  as 
advocates  in  the  courts  but  little  more  than 
in  the  management  of  their  own  cases. 
They  invested  largely  in  the  stock  of  the 
first  and  second  Bank  of  Montpelier,  and 
bought  out  nearly  all  the  stock  of  the  old 
Winooski  Turnpike,  which  they  eventually 
sold  out  at  a  good  bargain  to  the  Vermont 
Central  Railroad  Company.  They  also 
became  extensive  land  owners  in  thi.-^  and 
several  of  the  Western  States,  and  their 
purchases  of  this  character  all  turned  out, 
in  the  aggregate,  very  profitable  invest- 
ments. 

Mr.  Reed  was  elected,  by  general  ticket, 
a  member  of  our  Council  of  Censors  in 
1841  ;  v.as  one  of  the  delegates  of  Ver- 
mont to  the  National  Convention  v.-hich 
nominated  Gen.  Vv'infield  Scott  for  Pres- 
ident, and  was  for  many  years  considered 
one  of  the  most  influential  politicians  in 
the  State.  In  1851,  52,  he  was  by  a  large 
majority  elected  representative  of  Montpe- 
lier in  the  legislature,  and  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Vermont  Bank,  in  1849,  ^^''^^ 
chosen  its  first  president  and  retained  in 
the  office  till  his  dearh. 

Mr.  Reed  v.-as  an  unusually  energetic, 
stirring  business  man;  but  business  and 
money-making  were  evidently  not  the  only 
objects  of  his  life.  He  was  ever  public 
spirited,  entering  into,  and  often  leading 
in,  all  enterprises  designed  for  the  public 
good  and  the  social,  religious  and  educa- 
tional interests  of  his  town,  with  his  usual 
zeal  and  energy ;  and  was  always  quite, 
ready  to  help  on  all  such  movements  by 
liberal  subscriptions.  He  perhaps  should 
be  considered  the  foremost  in  bringing 
about  our  present  Union  School.  He  gave 
$1000  towards  the  building  to  be  erected 
on  its  establishment.  He  died  suddenly, 
and  almost  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  of  in- 
flammation of  the  lungs,  while  on  a  jour- 
ney to  the  West,  June  15,  1S56,  and  now 
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sleeps  ill  our  new  Green  Mount  Cemetery, 
v.'bich  he  took  so  much  pride  in  planning 


and  ornamenting. 


THIC  I-fONORAELE  WILLIAM  UPIIAM, 

son  of  Captain  Samuel  Upham,  was  born 
in  Leicester,  Mass.,  Aug.  5,  1792.  In 
1802,  his  father  and  family  removed  to 
Vermont,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  the 
Centre  of  Montpelier,  where,  from  10  to 
about  15  years  of  age,  he  worked  on  the 
farm,  only  attending  the  winter  schools  of 
the  common  school  district  in  which  he 
resided  ;  when  he  met  with  an  accident, 
which  apparently  gave  a  new  turn  to  his 
destinies  for  life: — while  engaged  about 
a  cider  mill,  his  hand  so  caught  in  the  ma- 
chineiy,  and  all  the  fingers  of  the  right 
hand,  were  so  crashed  that  they  had  to  be 
am.pLitated  even  v.'ith  the  palm.  This^  un- 
ixLiiug  iiim  101  manual  laijor,  icd  ins  lather 
to  consent  to  what  had  before  been  his 
wish,  the  commencement  of  a  course  of 
education,  preparatory  to  the  study  of  the 
law.  Accordingly  he  attended  the  old 
academy,  at  Montpelier,  a  few  terms,  and 
then,  with  the  late  Reverend  William  Pcr- 
rin  of  Berlin  for  a  fellow  student,  pursued 
the  study  of  Latin  and  Greek,  about  one 
year,  with  the  Reverend  James  Ilobart  of 
Berlin.  In  1808,  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Lion.  Samuel  Prentiss,  in  Montpelier, 
as  a  law  student;  and,  after  pursuing  his 
legal  studies  there  about  three  years,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bnr.and  soon  went  in- 
to partnership  in  the  practice  of  the  law 
with  the  Hon.  Nicholas  Baylies.  After 
continuing  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Baylies 
a  few  years,  he  opened  an  office  alone  in 
Montpelier ;  and  from  that  time,  until  his 
election  to  the  United  States  Senate,  he, 
either  alone  or  with  temporary  partners, 
continued  in  the  constant  and  successful 
practice  of  his  profession,  the  business  of 
which  was  always  more  than  ample  enough 
to  require  his  whole  time  and  attention. 
For  the  firsi  thirty  years  of  his  professional 
career,  Mr.  L'pham,  with  the  exception  of 
c;ily  one  instance,  steadily  declined  the 
many  piofcrs  or  his  friends  for  his  promo- 
tion to  civil  office,  though  his  opportunities 
for  holding  such  offices  included  the  chance 


for  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  our  Supreme 
Court.  The  excepted  instance  was  in- 
volved in  his  consent  to  run  as  candidate 
for  town  representative,  in  1827;  when, 
though  the  majority  of  his  party*  was  a 
matter  of  much  doubt,  he  was  triumphant- 
ly elected.  In  1S2S,  he  was  re-elected, 
and  in  1830,  received  a  thiTi;jLr^  election, 
serving  throng  all  the  three  terms  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents,  and 
therein  exhibiting  talents  as  a  public  de- 
bater which  gave  him  a  high  position  in 
the  Legislature.  In  the  presidential  cam- 
paign, 1840,  he,  for  the  first  time,  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and,  to  use  a  mod- 
ern phrase,  stumped  nearly  the  whole 
State,  making  himself  everpvhere  known 
to  the  people  by  the  peculiar  traits  of  his 
popular  eloquence,  and  by  doing  efficient 
political  service  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
(xeneral  iIarri.son.  In  1841,  he  was  elect- 
ed to  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Senate ; 
and  in  1847,  was  re-elected  to  the  same 
distinguished  office,  and  died,  at  Washing- 
ton, before  the  completion  of  his  last  term, 
Jan.  14,  1853.  , 

In  his  professional  career,  to  which  the 
main  energies  of  liis  life  were  devoted,  he 
became  widely  known  as  one  of  the  best 
advocates  in  the  State.  He  was,  indeed, 
what  might  be  called  a  natural  lawyer,  and 
the  practice  of  his  profession  seemed  to 
amount  to  almost  a  passion  with  him  ;  and, 
even  in  his  you  h,  even  before  he  com- 
menced his  legal  studies,  he  would  often, 
it  was  said,  leap  up  from  his  dreamain  his 
bed,  and  go  to  pleading  some  imaginary 
law  case.  And,  what  he  determined  to  be, 
that,  he  became,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful jury  lawyers  to  be  found  in  any  country. 
Never  hesitating  for  word,  and  fluent 
almost  beyond  example,  the  style  of  his 
speaking  was  rapid,  thoroughly  earnest, 
and  often  highly  impassioned,  and  so  mag- 
netic was  that  earnestness  and  seeming 
confidence  in  his  case,  and  so  skilfully 
wrought  up  were  his  arguments,  that  bad 
indeed  must  have  been  his  side  of  the 
question,  if  lie  did  not  command  the  sym- 
pathies and  convictions  of  a  good  part,  if 
not  all,  of  the  jury. 

As  a  statesman  it  ill  befits  us  to  judge 
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him,  while  those,  who  spoke  by  more 
authority,  and  from  better  opportiniities, 
have  so  well  and  fully  done  so.  At  the 
time  the  customary  resolutions,  on  the 
nf  Ill's  dpDfh,  were  introduced  in 
Congress,  Senator  Foot,  in  his  obituary 
address,  said  of  him  : 

"  His  impaired  health,  for  some  years 
past,  has  restrained  him  from  participating 
so  generally  and  so  actively  in  the  discus- 
sions of  this  body,  as  his  inclination  nrlght 
otherwise  have  induced  him  to  do,  or  his 
ability  as  a  public  debator  might  perhaps 
have  demanded  of  him.  Nevertheless  his 
speeches  on  several  important  and  excit- 
ing public  questions,  have  the  peculiar  im- 
press of  his  earnestness j  his  research,  his 
ability  and  his  patriotic  devotion  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  country.  A  striking 
evnm nle  is  fi'rnished  of  his  fidelity  to  the 
trust  committed  to  him,  and  his  constant 
and  patient  attention  to  his  public  duties 
here,  in  the  fact,  which  I  had  from  his  own 
mouth,  that  during  the  ten  years  of  his 
service  in  this  body,  he  never  absented 
himself  from  the  City  of  Washington  for  a 
single  day,  while  Congress  was  in  session, 
and  never  failed,  while  the  condition  of  his 
health  would  permit,  of  daily  occupying 
his  seat  in  the  Senate." 

Senator  Seward  said : 

"William  Upham  was  of  Vermont :  a 
consistent  exponent  of  her  institutions. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  and  vigorous  judg- 
ment, which  acted  always  by  a  process  of 
sound,  inductive  reasoning,  and  his  com- 
peers here  \vill  bear  witness  that  he  was 
equal  to  the  varied  and  vast  responsibilities 
of  the  Senatorial  trust.  He  was  a  plain, 
unassuming,  unostentatious  man.  He  nev- 
er spoke  for  display,  but  always  for  con- 
viction. He  was  an  honest  and  just  man. 
He  had  gotten  nothing  by  fraud  or  guile; 
and  so  he  lived  without  any  fear  of  losing 
whatever  of  fortune  or  position  he  had 
attained.  No  gate  was  so  strong,  no  lock 
so  fast  and  firm,  as  the  watch  be  kept 
against  the  approach  of  corruption,  or  even 
undue  influence  or  persuasion.  His  na- 
tional policy  was  the  increase  of  industry. 


of  improvement.  He  adopted  his  opinions 
without  regard  to  their  popularity,  and 
never  stifled  his  convictions  of  truth,  nor 
suppressed  their  utterance,  through  anv 
fear  or  favor,  or  of  faction  ;  but  he  was,  on 
the  contrary,  consistent  and  constant 

As  pilot  well  expert  ill  perilous  wave, 

Tliat  to  ii  steadfast  starre  his  t-ourse  liatli  beut." 

Mr.  Upham\s  best  known  speeches  in 
the  Senate  are  his  speech  on  7yiree  Million 
Bill,  delivered  March  i,  1847;  on  The  Ten 
Rcgiiiioil  Bill,  and  the  Mexican  War,  de- 
livered Feb.  15,  1S48;  on  the  Bill  to  es- 
tablish Territorial  Goz'eriummts  of  Oregon, 
A'ew  Mexico  and  California,  delivered  Ju- 
ly 28,  184S;  on  the  Cojnprpniise  Bill,  de- 
livered July  I  and  2,  1850. 

These  were  all  published  in  pamphlet 
form,  as  well  as  in  all  the  leading  political 
papers  of  the  day,  and  at  once  received 
the  stamp  of  public  approbation  as  elabo- 
rate and  able  efforts.  But  besides  these, 
and  besides  also  the  numerous  written  and 
published  reports  he  made  during  his  Con- 
gressional career,  as  chairman  of  comniit- 
tee  on  Bcvolationary  Claims,  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  of  other  com- 
mittees, Mr.  Upham  made  many  other 
speeches  on  various  subjects,  which, 
though  less  extensively  circulated  perhaps, 
than  those  above  enumerated,  yet  received 
almost  equal  praise  from  high  quarters. 

Of  the  latter  may  be  cited,  as  an  instance, 
his  speech  in  opposition  to  the  Tariff  bill 
of  1S46;  and  to  show  the  approbation  with 
which  it  was  received,  at  the  time,  among: 
distinguished  men,  v.-e  are  permitted  to 
copy  a  characteristic  note  from  Mr.  Web- 
ster, which  was  sent  Mr.  Upham,  the  even- 
ing after  the  speech  w^as  delivered,  and 
which,  after  his  death,  was  found  among 
his  private  papers  : 

Thursday  Eve.,  July  26,  1846. 
My  Dear  Sir : — If  you  could  convenient- 
ly call  at  my  house,  at  eight  or  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
you  for  five  minutes.    I  wisli  to  take  down 
some  of  your  statements  respecting  the 
market  abroad,  for  our  wool.  Following 
in  your  track,  my  work  is  to  compare  the 
1  value  of  the  foreign  and  home  niarkets. 
1        Yours  truly,        Daniel  Wedster. 
If  I  had  the  honor  of  being  a  corre- 


the  cultivation  of  peace,  and  the  patronage  |  spondent  of  Mrs.  Upham,  I  should  write 
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to  her  to  say,  that  you  had  made  an  excel- 
lent speech.  The  point,  of  tlie  duty  of 
goveruinent  to  fultil  its  pledges,  so  fre- 
quently and  solemnly  made,  was  exhibited 
in  a  very  stroni^  light.  d.  w. 

A  irienci  wrou*  that  tne  senator  "  was  j 
keenly  sensible  of  the  dignity  of  his  ofiice, 
and  careful  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
and  from  his  constancy,  industry,  and  in- 
tegrit}-,  he  was  one  of  the  most  useful 
■    members  of  the  senate.'' 

MKS.  SARAH  UPrlAM. 

Sarah  Keycs,  wife  of  the  Hon.  Senator, 
was  born  in  Ashford, Conn.  She  was  a  sister 
I     of  Mrs.  Thomas  }3rooks  of  Montpelier,  the 

ii  grandmother  of  Gen.  \V.  T.  Brooks,  the 
distinguished  commander  of  the  Vermont 
Brigade  through  part  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
'  hellion,  and  while  with  her  sister  here, 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Upham,  with 
vvhoui,  iii  ihu  -"jai  ly  ag>_  of  19,  slic  united 
her  destinies  for  life.  Many  a  public  man 
has  been  left  to  regret  that  he  had  not  a 
partner  who,  by  her  personal  attractions, 
■vvit  and  conversational  powers,  w^as  fitted 
to  sustain  herself  in  the  social  circles  into 
which  his  high  position  brought  him.  Not 
so  Mr.  Upham  ;  his  wife,  who  usually  at- 1 
tended  him  to  Washington,  readily  and 
gracefully  sustained  herself  among  the  best 
society  congregated  at  the  National  Capi- 
tal, and  was  ever,  at  home  or  abroad,  the 
cordial,  sparkling,  intelligent  woman,  and 
eminently  popular.  Each  successive  season 
for  years,  and  after  her  own  family  had 
grown  up,  the  young  people  of  Montpelier 
were  indebted  to  her,  more  than  to  any 
other  lady  at  the  Capital,  for  her  inexclu- 
sive  hospitalities,  and  efforts  that  never 
wearied,  to  promote  their  happiness  and 
culture  ;  for  the  numerous  pleasant  parties 
at  which,  with  the  approbation  of  her  lib- 
eral, warm-souled  and  congenial  husband, 
she  delighted  to  gather  them  at  her  house, 
w  ithin  her  beautiful  home,  under  her  charm- 
ing influence.  Her  very  presence  was  re- 
fining and  a  delight.  A  lady  so  charitable, 
magnetic  and  influential  is  a  great  gift  to 
society.  Such  was  Mrs.  Upham,  as  still 
remembered  by  numerous  friends,  and  what 
to  her  surviving  daughters  is  more  pre- 
cious, and  for  the  example  of  women  more 
beautiful,  she  was  no  less  marked  and  ex- i 


cellcnt  in  her  every-day  life  of  fam.ily  duties 
and  cares  and  aficctions — the  wise  and 
able  woman  in  her  own  house.  The  rich- 
est fruit  must  ripen  and  f?M.  AilQv  her 
husband  died,  though  of  a  buoyant  disposi- 
tion, and  striving  hard  to  bear  her  loss  with 
Christian  resignation,  she  soon  began  to 
droop,  and  on  the  8th  of  May,  after,  1S56, 
followed  him  to  the  grave,  mourned  by 
her  children  and  many  friends.  The  por- 
trait of  Mrs.  Upham  in  this  volume  was 
copied  from  a  painting  done  shortly  after 
her  marriage,  while  that  of  the  Senator 
was  taken  many  years  later.      E.  P.  w. 

WILLIAM  KEVES  UPHAM, 

oldest  son  of  Senator  Upham,  was  born  in 
.Montpelier,  April  3,  1817,  admitted  to  the 
bar  there,  and  soon  thereafter  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  he  gained  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive practice,  and  ultimately  rose  to  the 
head  of  his  profession  in  that  State,  rank- 
ing, wrote  a  biographer,  "with  Chase, 
Stanton,  Corwin,  Vinton,  John  A.  Bing- 
ham, and  others."  This  statement  has 
been  confirmed  to  the  writer  of  this  note 
by  a  judge  of  an  Ohio  court,  in  which  Mr. 
Upham  practiced.  He  died  Mar.  22,  1865, 
and  a  handsome  monument  was  erected  to 
him  by  the  bar  of  Stark  Co.,  O.       E.  p.  w'. 

MA].  CHARLES  C  UPHAM. 

the  second  son  of  Senator  Upham,  was 
born  in  Montpelier,  April  3,  1819,  and  was 
educated  there.  In  1852,  he  entered  the 
U.  S.  Navy  as  Paymaster,  and  by  his  con- 
duct so  far  won  the  confidence  of  the  de- 
partment that  he  was  assigned  to  duties  of 
a  confidential  character.  He  died  sud- 
denly at  Montpelier,  June  10,  186S.  His 
wife,  Mrs..  Abbie  E.  Upham,  did  not  long 
survive  him.  .  e.  p.  w. 

MRS.  GEORGE  LANGDON, 

who  was  Sarah  Sumner,  oldest  daughter 
of  Senator  Upham,  was  born  in  Mont- 
pelier, and  Mary  Axnette,  youngest 
daughter  of  Senator  Upham,  resides  with 
her.  Both  of  tliese  ladies  have  inherited 
all  the  beautiful  graces  and  the  remarkable 
characteristics  of  their  niother,  and  are 
favorites  as  well  in  the  Capitals  of  \'er- 
mont  and  the  Nation,  as  elsev/here.  They 
are  both  still  living,  [1881.]     e.  p.  w. 
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COL.  JONATHAN  PI-:CKHAM  illLLRR 

was  bora  in  Randolph,  Feb.  24.  1797.  His 
father,  who  died  in  1799,  had  given  him  to 
his  uncle,  Jonathan  Peckham,  who,  dying 
v^t  '^''''^.  to  h?,ve  commended 
the  boy  to  the  care  of  Capt.  John  Granger, 
of  the  same  town,  and  with  tliat  gen- 
tleman he  resided  till  1S13,  when  he  went 
to  Woodstock  to  learn  the  tanner's  trade. 
He  did  not  remain  long  there,  however, 
before  sickness  compelled  him  to  return ; 
and  his  illness  settling  into  protracted 
feeble  health,  he  made  Mr.  Granger's  house 
his  home  for  the  next  4  years.  But  during 
this  time  the  invasion  of  Plattsburgh  bv 


the  P)ritish  occurring,  and  Capt. 


Lebbeus 

Egerton,  of  that  town,  having  raised  a 
company  of  volunteers  to  go  to  the  rescue, 
young  Miller,  sick  or  well,  determined  on 
joinir^r.;  the  expedition,  which,  neverthe- 
less, turned  out  to  be  a  bloodless  one  ;  for 
the  company  had  not  quite  tinie  to  reach 
the  scene  of  action  before  the  battle  was 
over,  and  the  enemy  had  beat  a  retreat ; 
when  they  all  returned  to  Randolph,  with 
no  other  glory  than  that  which  arose  from 
this  good  showing  of  their  patriotic  inten- 
tions. Whether  this  incident  started  in 
Miller  a  taste  for  military  affairs,  or  whether 
he  began  to  feel  farming  would  prove  too 
tame  an  occupation  for  him,  is  not  fully 
knov.'n;  but  certain  it  is,  as  early  as  1817, 
ho  resolvec'  to  change  his  mode  of  life,  and 
went  to  M  ablehead,  Mass.,  where  a  com- 
pany of  United  States  troops  were  sta- 
tioned, and  enlisted  as  a  common  soldier 
in  the  army.  He  continued  in  the  service 
about  2  years,  being  a  part  of  the  time  sta- 
tioned on  our  northern  frontier,  when,  his 
health  again  failing,  he  procured  a  dis- 
charge, and  returned  to  Randolph,  where 
he  attended  the  academy  of  that  town,  and 
soon  began  to  fit  for  college.  After  dili- 
gently prosecuting  his  studies  here  till  the 
summer  of  1S21,  he  entered  Dartmouth 
College  ;  but,  for  some  reason,  left  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  joined  a  class, 
of  like  standing  as  the  one  he  had  been  in 
at  Dartmouth,  in  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont. At  Burlington  College,  he  steadily 
pursued  his  studies,  advancing  with  tlie 
rest  of  his  cla.-,s,  to  almost  the  last  year  of 
58 


the  prescribed  course  of  collegiate  require- 
ments, v.hen,  May  24,  1S24,  the  college 
buildings  accidentally  caught  fire  and  were 
totally  consunied,  and  with  them  a  portion 
of  the  public  library  and  the  private  books 
of  ihe  s'adents,  among  which  were  those 
of  Mr.  Miller. 

He  was  now  afloat  again  ;  but  docs  not 
appear  to  have  long  hesitated  in  niaking 
up  his  mind  upon  a  course  of  action  for 
his  immediate  future.  The  struggles  of 
Greece  for  liberty  had  by  this  time  become 
the  theme  of  every  American  fireside,  and 
the  appalling  woes  her  people  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  remorseless  cruelties  of  their 
turbaned  oppressors,  had  already  enlisted 
the  sympathies  of  every  American  heart 
that  could  feel  for  anything.  As  might  be 
expected  of  one  of  Miller's  warm  and  pat- 
riotic nature,  his  feelings  had  been  among 
those  of  the  first  to  be  aroused  at  the  re- 
cital of  these  tales  of  outrage.  But  here- 
tofore he  had  been  engaged  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  task  before  him — the  com- 
pletion of  his  college  course.  He  thought 
it  hardly  worth  his  while  now  ,  however,  at 
his  age,  to  enter  a  new  college  for  this  pur- 
pose, and,  if  not,  his  time  was  on  his  own 
hands.  Why,  then,  should  he  not  go  to 
succor  the  oppressed,  as  well  as  other  pat- 
riotic Americans  who  had  already  sailed 
for  Greece,  or  were  intending  shortly  to  do 
so?    With  the  question,  came  the  decision. 

He  knew  there  was  in  Boston  an  asso- 
ciation of  wealthy  and  influential  gentle- 
men, styled  the  Greek  Committee,  who  had 
been  selected  to  receive  and  appropriate 
contributions  for  the  Greek  cause,  by  pur- 
chasing needed  munitions,  or  by  furnish- 
ing the  means  of  transit  to  those  who, 
without  such  means,  were  willing  to  volun- 
teer their  personal  services  in  behalf  of  the 
oppressed.  But  he  must  first  obtain  an 
introduction  to  them  ;  and  tor  this  purpose 
he  went  to  Gov.  Van  Ness,  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  whose  house  by  fire,  a  short  time 
before,  he  knew  he  had  performed  an  im- 
portant and  dangerous  service  in  rescuing 
valuable  property  from  the  flames.  Tlie 
Governor,  who  neverforgota benefit,  v, rote 
a  letter,  not  only  of  introduction,  but  of 
warm  recommendation  of  Mr.  Miller,  to 
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the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  and  the 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Greek  A^^sociation,  who, 
in  their  turn,  gave  him  letters  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  lending  members  of  the  Greek 
Government,  at  Missolonghi,  and  furnish- 
ed him  withal,  with  over  $300,  to  enable 
him  to  pay  his  passage,  equip  himself  with 
a  good  personal  outtt,  and  have  money  left 
for  exigencies  that  might  arise  after  he 
had  reached  his  destination  ;  when  he,  with 
other  American  volunteers,  sailed  for  Malta, 
Aug.  21,  1824.    After  reaching  that  place, 
and  spending  a  few  weeks,  and  at  some 
other  of  the  neighboring  islands,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fated  Missolongiii.  and  en- 
quired out  the  house  which  Lord  Byron, 
then  very  late  deceased,  had  m.ade  his 
headquarters,  and  which  had  been  retained 
for  the  ordinary  meetins;s  of  the  mienil)ers 
of  the  government  of  Western  Greece. 
Here  he  encountered  Dr.  Ma}  er,  who  was 
a  root  of  the  fighting  stock  of  William  Tell, 
of  Switzerland,  and  had,  for  several  of  the 
last  years,  been  one  of  the  bravest  and 
most  useful  of  the  European  volunteers  in 
Greece.    Mr.  Miller  presented  his  creden- 
tials to  the  Doctor,  and  was  promised  an 
early  presentation  to  memliers  of  the  gov- 
ernment.   He  was  also  invited  to  take  up 
his  quarters  in  that  house,  and  having  been 
shown  a  room  where  he  might  take  a  little 
of  the  reposes  he  so  much  needed,  he 
wrapped  his  c  lak  around  him,  threw  him- 
self down  on  the  floor,  and  was  soon  asleep. 
Before  long,  however,  he  was  awakened  by 
the  entrance  of  a  man  already  widely  known 
through  Europe  and  America.    This  was 
Gen.  George  Jarvis,  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Jarvis,  of  New  York,  who  held  a  situation 
under  the  U.  S.  Government  in  Germany, 
where  the  son  was  born,  educated  and 
reared  to  manhood.    He  entered  the  Greek 
service  in  1821,  and  continued  in  it  through 
the  whole  of  that  memorable  struggle, 
passing  through  every  grade  of  military 
office  to  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  of 
Lord  Byron's  brigade,  and  seeing,  prob- 
ably, more  fighting,  and  undergoing  more 
sutTering  and  hardship  than  any  one  of  all 
the  heroes  of  Greece.    He  and  Mr.  Miller 
appear  to  have  almost  at  once  made  the 


discovery  that  they  were  congenial  spirits, 
and  a  nnitual  friendship  and  respect  sprang 
up  between  them,  which  soon  resulted  in 
Mr.  Miller's  appointment  as  one  of  the 
GeneraFs  staR'  officers,  with  Vhe  rank  of 
colonel  in  the  Greek  service. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  to  follow  Colonel 
Miller  through  the  various  hardships  he 
endured  through  the  next  2  years  of  that 
wild  and  bloody  conflict,  nor  enumerate 
those  feats  of  arms  which  seem  so  to  have 
awakened  the  admiration  of  the  Greeks, 
and  caused  him  to  be  known  among  them 
by  the  peculiar  name  of  TJlc  /hiicricaii  Dare 
Devil.  Let  an  instance  or  two,  which  we 
have  had  from  his  own  lips,  serve  as  a 
specimen  of  his  niany  personal  risks  and 
escapes,  as  well  as  of  his  individual  daring. 

On  one  occasion,  when  he  was  stationed 
in  command  of  a  small  band  of  soldiers  in 
a  walled  garden,  a  few  miles  from  Napoli, 
he  suddenly  discovered  the  place  to  be 
surrounded  by  a  force  of  some  thousand 
Turkish  troops.  Knowing  that  the  instant 
the  weakness  of  his  band  was  discovered 
they  would  all  be  sacrificed  on  the  spot. 
Col.  Miller  at  once  resolved  on  the  des- 
perate expedient  of  a  sally  right  into  the 
mouth  of  the  lion,  and  calling  on  his  band 
to  follow  at  his  heels,  he  dashed  out  into 
the  midst  of  the  closely  investing  foe, 
firing  his  girdle  full  of  pistols,  and  slash- 
ins:  about  him  with  his  sword  as  he  went, 
with  such  fury  as  to  astonish  the  Turks, 
who  supposing,  of  course,  the  garden  to  be 
full  of  Greeks,  about  to  scatter  death 
among  them  from  behind  the  walls,  in- 
stantly became  panic  struck  and  fled. 

Another  instance  of  a  similar  character 
occurred  in  a  different  part  of  the  peninsula, 
when  Gen.  Jarvis  and  Col.  Miller,  with  a 
small  force,  being  unexpectedly  beset  by  a 
large  body  of  Turkish  cavalry,  werev/holly 
cut  oti  from  their  companions,  and,  as 
their  only  chance  of  escaping  with  life, 
were  compelled  to  run  for  a  piece  of  w  oods 
at  the  top  of  a  hill  a  fourth  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant. But  this  only  resort  came  near  prov- 
ing a  fatal  one.  A  large  squad  of  the 
mounted  fiends  pursued  them,  and  were  all 
within  pistol  shot,  while  the  woods  were 
yet  too  far  distant  to  be  reached  by  them. 
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They  supposed  there  was  but  a  moment 
more  for  them  in  this  world ;  but  they  re- 
solved that  th.at  moment  should  not  be 
passed  unimproved.  They  suddenly  wheel- 
ed round,  drew  up  their  pieces,  and  fired 
du'cciiy  into  the  faces  of  ihcir  pULsaciS, 
who.  in  surprise  at  the  strange  act,  came 
to  a  dead  halt,  and  the  next  instant  turned 
and  fled,  doubtless  believing  that  they 
would  not  take  such  a  stand  unless  there 
lay  concealed  in  the  borders  of  the  woods 
a  force  of  their  foes,  from  whom  it  was 
their  wisdom  to  escape  vvhile  they  could. 

The  first  of  these  instances  we  find  in 
substance  related  in  /W  j  Visits  to  Greece 
and  Constantinople  in  1827,  and  also  in 
Dr.  Ho^cve's  History  of  Gretxe,  and  the 
latter,  not  before  named  in  history,  is 
doubtless  an  equally  veritable  incident. 

Besides  the  many  personal  encounters 
iiiid  ^hlii-..i.-,hcs  with  tlic  k)vr.  of  Greece,  of 
the  character  of  those  just  described.  Col. 
Miller  was  an  active  participant  in  several 
important  engagements,  in  which  his  gal- 
lantry appears  to  have  attracted  favorable 
notice.  Among  these  we  find  one  hand- 
somely alluded  to  in  the  lately  published 
volume  of  '■'Tra^.'ds  in  Greece  and  Russia,''^ 
by  Bayard  Taylor : 

At  the  end  of  the  Argive  plain  is  the 
little  village  of  Miles,  where  Ypsilanti 
gained  a  splendid  victory  over  the  troops 
of  Ibrahim  Pacha,  and  Col.  Miller  greatly 
distinguished  himself. 

But  the  most  continuous,  the  hardest 
and  most  important  of  Col.  Miller  s  mil- 
itary services  in  Greece  were  in  the  terri- 
ble twelve  months^  siege  of  the  ill-fated 
Missolonghi,  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
populous  towns  of  the  Grecian  peninsula. 
We  have  space  only  to  give  a  general  idea 
of  the  character  of  this  siege  ;  and  this  idea 
will  perhaps  be  the  best  given  by  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Mayer,  of  whom  we  have  before 
spoken,  and  who  was  one  of  the  130  per- 
sons perishing  in  the  last  defense  of  the 
place,  written  within  three  days  before  his 
death  ;  and  in  another  letter  from  Colonel 
Miller  himself  to  Edward  Everett,  after 
Missolonghi  had  fallen,  and  he  had  es- 
caped with  the  remnant  of  the  besieged, 
as  he  has  described,  out  of  the  city,  but 
not  out  of  danger: 


DR.  Mayer's  letter. 

The  labors  which  we  have  undergone, 
and  a  wound  I  have  received  in  the  shoul- 
der, which  I  am  in  expectation  is'  one 
which  will  be  my  passport  to  eternity,  have 
prevented  me  till  now  from  bidding  you 
my  last  adieus.  We  are  reduced  .  to  teed 
on  the  most  disgusting  animals  ;  v,-e  are 
suffering  horribly  from  hunger  and  thirst. 
Sickness  adds  much  to  the  calamities  that 
overwhelm  us.  More  than  1740  of  our 
brothers  are  dead.  More  than  100,000 
bombs  and  balls,  thrown  by  the  enemy, 
have  destroyed  our  bastions  and  our  houses. 
We  have  been  terribly  distressed  by  cold, 
and  we  have  suffered  great  want  of  food, 
Notwithstanding  so  many  privations,  it  is 
a  great  and  noble  spectacle  to  witness  the 
ardor  and  devotedness  of  the  garrison.  A 
few  days  more,  and  these  brave  men  will 
be  angelic  spirits,  who  will  accuse  before 
God  the  indifference  of  Christendom  for  a 
cause  which  is  that  of  religion.  All  the 
All)anians  v/ho  deserted  from  the  standard 
of  Reschid  Pacha  have  now  rallied  under 
that  of  Ibrahim.  In  the  name  of  all  our 
bra\-e  men,  among  whom  are  Noto  Bot- 
zaris,  Travellas,  Papodia  Mautopolas, 
and  myself,  whom  the  government  has  ap- 
pointed generals  to  a  body  of  its  troops, 
I  announce  to  you  the  resolution,  sworn  to 
before  PJeaven,  to  defend,  foot  by  foot,  the 
land  of  Missolonghi,  and  bury  ourselves, 
without  listening  to  any  capitulation,  under 
the  ruins  of  this  city.  Histor}-  will  render 
us  justice ;  posterity  will  weep  over  our 
misfortunes.  I  am  proud  to  think  that  the 
blood  of  a  Swiss,  of  a  child  of  William 
Tell,  is  about  to  mingle  with  that  of  the 
heroes  of  Greece.  May  the  relation  of 
the  siege  of  Missolonghi,  which  I  have 
written,  survive  me.  I  have  made  sev- 
eral copies  of  it.  Cause  this  letter,  dear 
S^  ,  to  be  inserted  in  some  public  jour- 
nal. 

This  beautiful  and  touching  letter  to  a 
friend  has  been  preserved  in  the  History 
of  Greece.  Col.  Miller's  letter,  which  was 
also  embodied  in  the  same  history,  is  as 
follows : 

NaPOLI  DE  Ro^fANIA,  ? 

May  3,  1826.  \ 

Edward  Everett  : 

Honored  and  Dear  Friend: — It  is  with 
emotions  not  to  be  expressed,  that  I  now 
attempt  to  ^ive  an  account  of  the  fall  of 
Missolonghi, and  the  heart-rendingsituation 
of  ill-fated  Greece.    Missolonghi  fell  into 
i  the  hands  of  tlie  Turks,  eight  days  since, 
!  c>fter  a  gallant  defense  of  eleven  months 
I  and  a  half.    When  we  take  into  consider- 
I  ation  the  means  of  its  defense,  and  the 
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ovenvhelmiiig  numbers  that  approached  it  ] 
by  sea  and  land,  tl'.ere  cannot  be  a  doubt  ! 
but  that  its  resi'^tance  rivals  anything  of  1 
the  kind  either  in  ancient  or  modern  times.  I 
The  particulars  of  iis  fall  are  enough  to  i 

-  ,.  fr 0';"        T>-^r^-»^  o^''!'''rat?  and  im- ' 

fc-ellng  heart,  and  -will  bring  into  action  ! 
tl^e  ene7gies  of  the  Christian  world,  if,  in- 1 
deed,  such  a  world  can  be  said  to  exist.  I 
Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir ;  the  agonies  of 
my  mind  cause  the  expression  :  for  who 
can  believe,  that,  in  an  age  like  this,  if 
there  are  Christians,  infidels  should  be  al- 
lowed to  butcher  an  entire  {)opulation? 

Missolonghi  contained  over  8, coo  in- 
habitants at  the  time  of  its  surrender,  or 
rather  of  its  destniction.    There  were  no 
more  than  3,000  capable  of  bearing  arms ; 
the  rest  were  women  and  children.  We 
were  reduced  to  the  last  extremity  for  pro- 
visions, having  eaten  all  the  mules  and 
horses  which  were  in  the  place,  when  the 
gloom)-  inhabitcmts  were  cheered  by  the 
arrival  of  the  Greek  tieet ;  but  alas  !  the 
gJLi.t  :!:an';-  tr>u!id_the  Turkish  force 
too  strong  for  his  little"  squadron.  After 
sustaining  considerable  loss  in  three  at- j 
tempts  to  break  through  the  Turkish  fleet,  { 
he  retired.  The  inhabitants  of  Missolonghi  | 
were  now  driven  to  desperation.  ■  They  1 
knew  of  the  unhappy  fale  of  those  who  had  j 
been  taken  at  Aurtolico,  and  of  the  out- 1 
rages  the  Arabs  worJd  commit  if  the  place  | 
should  capitulate.    They  took  a  horrid  but  i 
glorious  resolution  of  blowing  into  the  air  | 
their  wives,  daughters  and  sons.    1  call  it ' 
glorious,  because  the  women  desired  it;! 
and  there  was  no  possible  way  of  prevent- 1 
ing  the  Arabs  from  committing  outrages 
upon  the  women  and  boys,  if  they  once 
should  get  them  into  their  power.  They 
all  assembled  at  the  old  Turkish  Seraglio. 
Their  husbands  and  brothers,  after  laying  i 
a  train  of  powder,  embraced  them  for  the  I 
last  time,  then  giving  them  matches,  left  j 
them  to  set  tire  to  the  train.    The  men  j 
then  prepared  themseh  es  for  cutting  their  I 
way  through  the  Turkish  camp,  sword  in  ' 
hand.    And  out  of  the  3,000,  only  1,000; 
are  said  to  have  escaped.  j 

There  is  the  greatest. sorrow  here, women  1 
beating  their  breasts,  and  asking  every  I 
Frank  they  meet,  "  if  all  the  Christian  ^ 
world  has  forsaken  them?''  I  must  close  ; 
this  hasty  scrawl,  for  my  heart  is  too  full  j 
to  write  more.  I  lost  all  my  articles  of  ' 
European  clothing  at  Missolonghi.  But ; 
this  is  nothing.  If  I  am  happy  enough  to  ' 
escape,  I  shall  go  to  Smyrna.  ! 

My  regards  to  Mrs.  Everett.  I  am  i 
thankful  it  is  not  for  her  to  endure  the  fiis- ! 
tress. of  the  fair,  but  ill-fated  daughteis  of  ^ 
Greece.  { 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  ' 
humble  servant,  J.  P.  Miller.  [ 


This  was  the  last  of  all  systematic  're- 
sistance the  poor  Greeks  were  able  to 
make  ;  and  they  remained  in  their  desolated 
country,  a  subdued,  but  not  conquered 
people,  till  the  Christian  nations  having 
been  aroused,  the  naval  victory  at  Navarino 
secured  the  independence  of  their  country. 
But  the  people,  in  the  meanwhile,  v/ere  in 
a  starving  condition  ;  and  Col.  Miller,  after 
lingering  there  till  fall,  came  here  to  the 
United  States  to  arouse  his  countrymen  to 
the  work  of  contributing  for  supplying  of 
their  wants.  Arriving  here  in  November, 
he  lectured  through  most  of  the  Northern 
and  Middle  States  with  that  object;  but  in 
Feb.  1827,  while  thus  engaged,  he  was 
appointed  by  the  N.  Y.  Greek  Com.mittee 
to  the  agency  of  going  to  Greece  and  su- 
perintending the  distribution  among  the 
suffering  inhabitants  of  that  country  of  a 
cargo  of  provisions  that  had  been  already 
collected  for  them.  He  went,  was  gone 
about  a  year,  and  discharged  his  duty  to 
the  full  satisfaction  of  the  friends  of  Greece 
here,  as  the  proofs,  published  with  his 
journal  by  the  Haq^ers  of  New  York,  after 
his  return,  abundajitly  make  manifest. 
The  aggregate  value  of  the  provisions  and 
clothing  distributed  by  him  in  Greece  was 
over  $75,000.  Yet  it  was  found  to  be  well 
for  the  beneficiaries  that  he  could  act  both 
in  the  character  of  almoner  and  soldier 
with  equal  efficiency.  For,  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Greece,  he  was  beset  by  sharpers 
and  mercenary  villains  of  all  kinds,  who 
insolently  demanded  portions  of  his  cargo 
in  despite  all  his  judicious  rules  for  dis- 
tribution ;  and  in  one  instance  a  scheme 
was  laid  to  get  possession  of  his  whole 
store,  and  it  would  probably  have  been 
successful,  as  well  as  thedess  bold  attempts 
of  the  kind,  but  for  the  decisive  stand  and 
personal  intrepidity  of  Col.  Miller,  who, 
on  such  occasions,  would  throw  otT  the 
character  of  the  almoner  as  quick  as  the 
Quaker  did  his  coat,  draw  sword  and  pistols, 
and  drive  the  lying  knaves  from  his  pres- 
ence. 

Among  the  things  which  were  destined 
to  become  pernianent  remembrancers  of 
Col.  Milier\s  expedition  to  Greece,  was 
the  adoption  and  education  of  a  Greek 
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orphan  boy,  Lucas  Miltiades,  who,  after 
having  received  through  his  childhood  and 
youth  from  the  Colonel  all  the  privileges 
and  affectionate  care  and  kindness  Avhich  a 
father  could  have  bestowed,  removed  West 
soon  after  reaching  his  majority.  And 
Lucas  Miltiades  Miller  has  now  become, 
through  the  advantages  thus  received,  and 
his  own  capacity,  energy  and  enterprise, 
one  of  the  most  respected,  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  W^isconsin. 

Lucas  AL  was  the  younger  of  two  broth- 
ers brought  to  this  country  by  Col.  Miller 
and  Dr.  Russ,  the  intimate  friend  of  the 
former,  and  one  of  the  most  cultivated, 
noble  and  efficient  of  all  his  compatriots  in 
the  Greek  Revolution. 

Another  momento  v/as  what  now  should 
be  considered  an  antiquarian  relic  of  great 
interest — nothing  less  than  the  veritable 
sword  which  Luid  iiryon  wore  in  his  Greek 
campaign.  Lord  Jjryon  gave  this  sword 
to  a  young  Greek  named  Loukas,  a  Cap- 
tain in  his  legion,  who  afterwards  was  shot 
dead  in  a  sortie  from  the  Acropolis  at  Ath- 
ens ;  and  being  found  with  his  sword 
knotted  to  his  wrist,  was  caiTied  into  the 
fortress.  When  the  sword  and  his  clothing 
were  sold  for  the  benefit, of  his  sisters  bV 
the  English  Consul  of  Poros,  who  was  re- 
quested to  take  charge  of  the  eftects  of  the 
deceased,  Col.  Miller,  being  present  at  the 
sale,  purchased  the  sword  and  brought  it 
home  on  his  second  return.  He  loaned  it 
to  a  Mr.  Castanis,  a  native  Greek  lecturer, 
by  whom  it  was  carried  back  to  Greece, 
and  for  a  long  time  was  supposed  to  be 
lost.  But  when,  a  few^  years  since,  Col. 
Miller's  daughter,  who  in  the  meantime 
had  grown  to  womanhood  and  married  Mr. 
Abijah  Keith,  of  Montpelier,  visited  Greece 
with  her  husband,  and  while  there  receiv- 
ing the  flattering  attentions  of  the  many 
who  called  on  her  in  manifestation  of  their 
gratitude  for  what  her  father  had  once 
done  for  them,  for  their  relatives  and  for 
their  country,  she  learned  the  whereabouts 
of  Mr.  Castanis  and  this  sword,  and  soon 
recovered  it.  And  being  at  the  house  of 
the  now  celebrated  George  Finlav,  of 
Athens,  known  not  only  as  Lord  Byron's 
early  British  associate  in  Greece,  but  as 


j  the  learned  antiquarian,  and  historian  ot 
j  the  different  eras  of  Greece,  he  at  once 
!  identified  the  sword,  and  gave  Mr.  and 
I  Mrs.  Keith  the  following  certificate,  which 
i  we  copy  from  the  original  in  their  posses- 


sion : 

Mr.  anfl  Mrs.  Keith  have  just  shov/n  me 
the  sv.ord  which  Col.  Miller  purcliased  at 
Poros,  at  the  sale  of  the  effects  of  Captain 
Loukas  : — This  sword  I  have  seen  in  Lord 
Byron's  possession,  before  he  gave  it  to 
Loukas  ;  and  I  was  present  at  Poros  when 
it  was  sold.  Georgp:  Finlay. 

Athens,  17  January,  tSj}. 

Dr.  Russ,  who  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, and  who  is  still  living  in  New  York, 
will  also  attest  to  all  the  material  facts 
above  presented. 

The  identity  of  this  sword,  m  hich  has  an 
Asiatic  inscription  on  the  blade,  with 
Byron's  initial  and  a  crov/n  engraved  on 
the  hilt,  is  thus  placed  beyond  a  cavil. 

Soon  after  his  second  return  from  Greece, 
Col.  Miller  came  to  Montpelier,  and  took 
up  his  permanent  residence,  passed  through 
a  regular  course  of  legal  studies,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  and  opened  a  law  office 
in  the  place  in  company  with  Nicholas 
Baylies,  Esq. 

In  June,  182S,  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Capt.  Jonathan  Arms,  a  capitalist.  In 
1830,  '31  and  '33,  he  was  elected  the  rep- 
resentative of  Berlin,  within  whose  borders 
he  was  then  residing  with  his  father-in-law, 
Capt.  Arms.  During  the  session  of  the 
legislature  of  1833,  Col.  Miller  introduced 
the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  slavery  and  the  slave  trade, 
as  existing  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  are 
contrary  to  the  broad  declaration  of  our 
Bill  of  Rights,  which  declares  that  liberty 
is  the  inalienable  right  of  all  men ;  and 
whereas  they  are  a  , national  evil,  disgrace 
and  crime,  which  ought  to  be  abolished; 
and  whereas  the  power  of  legislation  for 
that  District  is  with  the  Congress  of  these 
United  States,  therefore. 

Resolved,  the  Governor  and  Council  con- 
curring herein,  that  our  Senators  in  Con- 
gress be  directed,  and  representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested,  to  use  their  en- 
deavors to  effect  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

This  preamble  and  resolution,  whicli  we 
have  copied  at  large,  not  only  because 
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Col.  Miller  was  the  mover,  but  because 
they  constituted  the  first  anti-slavery  move- 
ment in  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  v/erc, 


same  cliaracttristics    by  v/hich    he  ^vas 
known  in  all  his  public  actions — a  fea;!c\ss 
!  utterance  of  his  opinions,  and  a  straight- 


after  lyin^'-  on  the  table  some  weeks,  called  '  forward,  unstudied  frankness,  united  with 


r.n  hv  Mr.  Millar,  enrne'^tly  supported  by 
him,  ?nd,-  that  being  long  before  it  was 


a  soldierly  bearing,  v,-hlch,  with 
fectedlv  retined,  was  considered 


the 
as 


ip- 


good  policy  for  leading  politicians  to  sup-  |  proaching  the  borders  of  roughness.  As 
port  anti-slavery  resolutions.— opposed  by  j  a  citi/.en,  he  was  public-spirited,  without 
Mr.  Foot,  of  Rutland,  who  moved  to  dis- I  vices,  and  benevolent  to  a  proverb.  He 
miss  the  resolution.  The  House,  how-  !  always  had  around  him  half  a  regiment  of 
ever,  refused  to  dismiss  it,  by  20  majority,  j  the  poor,  or  poor  tenants,  who  came  not 


but  consented  to  refer  it  to  the  next  ses- 
sion, when  it  was  fmally  dismissed  by  15 
majority. 

From  about  this  time,  however.  Colonel 
Miller  gave  his  almostundivided  attentions 
and  sympathies  to  the  cause    of  anti- 


to  pay  him  rents,  but  to  obtain  additional 
favors  ;  and  the  fact  that  both  these  classes 
continued  to  throng  him  through  life  is 
sufficient  evidence  that  they  never  went 
away  emptyhanded.  He  must  have  given 
away,  during  his  residence' in  Montpelier, 


slavery,  lecturirig  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  I  in  private  charities,  in  the  furtherance  of 


the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  in  aidance  of 
educational  or  benevolent  institutions,  the 
largest  part  of  a  handsome  fortune,  re- 
ceiviiig  in  return  nothing  but  the  good 
nanie  he  carried  to  his  grave. 

He  died  prematurely,  in  consequence  of 
an  accidental  injury  to  his  spine,  Feb.  17, 
1847,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child,  the 
daughter  to  whom  we  have  before  alluded, 
Mrs.  Abijah  Keith  ;  and  he  now  sleeps  on 
the  boldest  point  of  yonder  Green  .Mount 
Cemetery,  beneath  the  massive,  square, 
rough  granite  obelisk,  so  typical,  in  many 
respects,  of  his  Roman  virtues  and  strong 
traits  of  character. 

[Sarah  Arms,  the  widow  of  Col.  Miller, 
died  in  Chicago,  Dec.  22,  1864,  aged  76. 
Her  remains  were  brought  back  to  Mont- 
pelier, and  interred  in  Green  Mount  Cem- 
eteiy.  by  the  side  of  her  renowned  and 
honorable  husband.] 

j     HoN.D.  P.Thompson. —  [Forbiograph- 
j  ical  sketch  of  Mr,  Thompson,  see  Berlin, 
page  69  of  vol.  IV,  this  work.] 

GEORGE  ROBINSON  THOMPSON, 

I  was  born  at  Montpelier,  Jan.  3,  1834. 
I  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
I  Dariiel  P.  Thompson.  He  fitted  for  col- 
'  lege  at  the  Washington  County  Grammar 
I  School,  and  entered  the  Universitv  .  in 
;i849;  graduating  in  1853.  lie  studied 
■  law  at  Montpelier,  and  was  for  two  years 


and  not  only  bestowing  his  time  and 
labors,  but  a  large  amount  of  money  for 
its  advancement.  And  it  piobably  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  no  man  ever  did  as 
much  as  Col.  Miller,  in  building  up  the 
anti-slavery  party  of  Vermont,  and  putting 
it  on  that  onward  march  and  steady  in- 
crease, which  raised  it  to  a  power  that 
made  it  necessary  for  the  dominant  party, 
as  a  matter  of  self-preservation,  to  adopt 
its  principles  and  take  all  its  members  into 
political  fellov.ship. 

In  1840,  Col.  Miller,  one  of  the  two 
Vermont  delegates,  attended  the  World's 
Anti-Slavery  Convention,  in  London,where 
he  appears  to  have  been  much  noticed  by 
Daniel  O'Connell,  Lord  Brougham,  and 
other  leading  men  of  the  kingdom,  to 
whom  he  had  formerly  become  known  by 
his  championship  of  oppressed  Greece. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates 
of  this  celebrated  convention.  And,  in 
glancing  over  the  volume  of  its  proceed- 
ings, published  the  next  year  in  London, 
we  are  unable  to  perceive  why  his  speeches 
do  not  honorably  compare  with  the  major- 
ity of  those  of  the  many  very  able  men  of 
whom  that  body  was  composed. 

As  a  public  speaker.  Col.  Miller  was 
off-hand,  bold  and  earnest,  appearing  more 
solicitous  of  bringing  out  his  principles 
with  effect,  than  of  draping  his  thoughts 
with  the  graces  of  oratory.  And  in  his 
manners  in  private  life,  he  exhibited  the  ;  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 


I 


MONTPKLIKR. 


removed  in  1S56  to  New  York  to  practice 
liis  profcssiori,  where  he  acquired  a  good 
position.  Mr.  I'honipsoii  was  a  man  of 
fine  literary  attainments  and  very  social 
tr.ntr.-.  '"'•A  ?h?  night  of  Feb.  6,  1871,  on 
liis  way  to  All)any  to  argue  a  case  before 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  he  v»as  instantly 
killed  by  a  disaster  to  the  train  at  New 
J-Iamburgh,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Thompson  mar- 
Hed  a  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  T.  C.  Tap- 
lin,  of  Montpelier,  and  left  two  children. 
•  Daniel  C.  Thompson',  youngest  son 
of  the  late  Hon.  D.  P.  Thom[)son,  is  now 
practising  law  in  New  York  city,  being  the 
junior  member  of  the  legal  firm  of  Jordan, 
Stiles  &  Thompson,  the  senior  of  which 
is  Hon.  Edward  Jordan,  late  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury. 

ADDITTONAL  PJOnR AT^HH-:S. 

HON.  LUCIUS  B.  PECK, 

Lawyer  and  Member  of  Congress,  ar.d  forty  years  a 
resident  of  Montpelier. 

ADDRESS  or  B.  F.  FIFIKLD,  Esq., 

J^y  rcgue.si  of  the  Bar,  rend  before  the  o.^seiubhd 
Court,— Ilia  Honor,  Asahel  'J'tc/r,  presiding. 

May  it  please  the  Court  : 

On  the  28th  day  of  December  last,  in  a 
neighboring  state,  amid  the  friendless  as- 
sociations of  a  strange  city,  Hon.  Lucius 
B.  Peck  died  of  paralysis,  in  the  65th 
.year  of  his  age.  On  the  29th  his  remains 
Avere  brought  to  liis  old  home  in  Montpe- 
jlier,  and  on  the  30th,  at  the  Pa\'ilIon  Ho- 
jtel,  they  were  viewed  with  sorroAv  and  re- 
igret  by  his  old  friends  and  fellow  towns- 
!nien.  On  the  31st,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we 
'attended  his  funeral  in  a  body ;  we  heard 
•pronounced  the  touching  and  impressive 
words  of  the  Epi.scopal  burial  service  ;  we 
listened  to  the  solemn  chant  of  anthems 
breathing  forth  in  melodious  numbers 
consolation  to  the  living  and  blessings  up- 
on the  dead,  and  as  the  lingering  twilight 
of  the  departing  year  faded  away  in  the 
west,  we  silently  and  mournfully  followed 
the  remains  of  him  whom  we  respected  and 
loved,  and  deposited  them  v/itliin  the  cold 
walls  of  the  tom.b. 

To-night,  in  pursuance  of  a  time-hon- 
ored custom,  we  meet  to  testify  our  respect 
for  our  eminent  friend,  and  upon  me  has 


been  imposed  the  grateful  duty,  not  to 
pronounce  his  euology,  but  to  speak  of 
those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which 
rendered  him  so  popular  with  the  Court, 
so  respected  by  the  public,  so  dear  to  us 
all. 

Lucius  B.  Peck  was  the  son  of  General 
John  Peck,  and  was  born  in  October,  1802, 
at  Waterbury,  in  this  county.  He  lived 
there  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when,  having  finished  a  preparatory  course, 
he  was  admitted  as  a  cadet  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  July  i,  1822, 
wheie  he  stayed  one  year.  Although  he 
was  studious  and  scholarly,  and  took  a 
high  rank  in  his  class,  he  was  compelled 
to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  A^ug.  15,  1823. 
The  following  year,  having  regained  his 
health,  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Sam^ 
uel  Prentiss  as  a  student-at-law. 

From  those  who  were  his  fellow  students, 
I  learn  that  here  he  first  began  to  develop 
those  powers  of  clear  discrimination  and 
accurate  judgment  for  Vv'liich  he  was  after- 
,v.-ards  so  much  distin^ruished. 

After  about  one  year  spent  in  laborious 
toil  under  the  guiding  hand  of  Judge  Pren- 
tiss, he  went  into  the  office  of  Hon.  Dcni- 
son  Smith  of  Barre,  where  he  completed 
his  studies  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
this  county  at  the  September  term,  1825. 

He  immediately  formed  a  partnership 
with.  Mr.  Smith,  who,  at  this  time,  was  ad- 
vanced in  years,  and  with  a  large  practice. 
The  duties  that  this  connection  imposed 
upon  Mr.  Peck  were  arduous,  but  exceed- 
ingly beneficial.  He  felt  these  responsi- 
bilities and  labored  like  a  Hercules  to  be 
equal  to  them.  His  modesty  of  manner 
ex'cited  sympathy,  and  his  clearness  of 
mind  challenged  attention.  While  the  old 
clients  of  Mr.  Smith  at  first  naturally 
doubted  his  untried  hand,  acquaintance 
soon  begot  familiarity,  and  familiarity  con- 
fidence, and  in  a  few  years,  we  find  Mr. 
Peck  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  practice 
in  Orange  and  Washington  counties. 

So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  at  this  early  age,  soon  after  he 
commenced  practice,  he  was  sent  to  the 
Legislature  as  the  representative  of  Barre. 
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Though  he  talked  little,  he  always  talked 
well.  His  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
others  was  always  marked,  and  generally 
he  found  greater  pleasure  in  being  an  at- 

About  1S27,  Mr.  Smith  died,  and  soon 
aft'?rwards  Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Montpe- 
lier,  and  continued  the  practice  of  law  here 
from  that  time  till  the  time  of  his  death. 
From  the  time  Mr.  Peck  removed  to  Mont- 
ier  his  practice  was  constantly  increasing. 
He  began  to  be  generally  knov/n  over  the 
State  ;  in  Orange  county,  he  v.as  engaged 
in  almost  every  case. 

Dillingham,  Upham  and  Collamer  also 
practiced  there, — all  men  of  superior  abil- 
ity. Pitted  against  each  other  their  wits 
were  sliarpened  and  the  traces  always  kept 
tight.  The  sharp  retort,  the  fiery  sarcasm, 
'..'..u  .-■^1'.  v-'li  iT.cvgv ,  C''  y^''  TJr.h  im  found, 
their  match  in  the  cool,  deliberate,  mental 
power  of  Mr.  Peck ;  they  were  generally 
matched  against  each  other. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  courts  are 
not  now  what  they  were  then.  There  were 
no  railroads  then^;  local  attachments  and 
feelings  were  stronger  than  now.  .The 
county  seat  was  to  the  county  a  center  to 
wiiich  all  eyes  were  turned  on  court  day."" 
The  hotels  were  filled,  the  court-house- 
jammed  with  an  interested  and  partisan 
audience,  who  were  keen  to  sympathize 
with  and  applaud  any  happy  hit  which 
came  from  the  lawyer  w^ho  vindicated  the 
cause  in  which  they  happened  to  believe. 
Thus  emulation  was  created  ;  each  lawyer 
knew  what  was  expected  of  him.  He  stood 
not  in  representation  of  his  client  alone, 
but  he  stood  to  vindicate  a  just  cause  and 
hurl  back  all  anathemas  that  trenched  upon 
the  rectitude  of  the  intentions  of  his  client, 
his  witnesses  and  friends.  The  opposing 
counsel  stood  as  gladiators,  determined  to 
win  or  die. 

Mr.  Upham  was  the  senior  of  Mr.  Peck, 
but  he  had  for  him  a  profound  respect ; 
after  the  battle  was  over  tiiey  v>  ere  the  best 
of  friends.  They  were  wholly  dissimiilar. 
Mr.  Upham  was  fiery,  impetuous  and 
headstrong.  Mr.  Peck  was  slow,  deliber- 
ate and  argumentative,  but  as  he  proceeded 
the  hearers  felt  that  a  strong  mental  pow- 


er was  operating  to  instruct  the  under- 
standing and  convince  the  mind. 

Mr.  Upham's  power  lay  in  his  extreme 
earnestnesss,  his  biting  denunciations,  and 
often  his  eloquent  appeals  to  the  passions 
or  prejudices  of  his  hearers. 

Mr.  Peck's  lay  in  the  candor  and  fair- 
ness of  his  statement,  and  the  miatchless 
elimination  of  truth  from  falsehood. 

These  very  dissimilarities  in  their  char- 
acters contributed  to  make  them  friends, 
and  the  more  that  each  recognized  in  the 
other  what  was  wanting  in  himself. 

There  was  Dillingham,  too,  the  last  of 
them  now  living,  whose  emotional  counte- 
nance and  musical  voice,  notwithstanding 
the  fire  of  Mr.  Upham  and  the  candor  of 
Mr.  Peck,  were  very  apt  to  snatch  the 
verdict  from  botii  if  he  could  only  get  the 
close  of  the  case. 

It  was  with  such  men,  and  amid  such 
surroundings,  that  Mr.  Peck  practiced 
from  the  time  he  came  to  Montpelier  down 
to  about  1845.  To  hold  any  position  of 
equality  with  such  men,  he  was  obliged  to 
labor  incessantly.  But  this  he  always  did 
cheerfully,  for  he  loved  his  profession. 

About  1830,  he  rnanied  the  daughter  of 
Ira  Day,  Esq.,  of  Lane,  whov.as  then  one 
of  the  wealthiest  and  most  influential  men 
in  tlie  State.  For  a  few  years  they  board- 
ed, and  then  he  went  into  the  house  which 
he  continued  to  occupy  up  to  the  time  of 
his  wife's  death,  in  1854.  After  his  mar- 
riage, the  charms  of  domestic  life  added  to 
his  happiness,  and  the  years  flew^  sv.  ifdy  by. 

I  have  it  from  his  own  lips  that  these 
years  from  1830  to  1S45  ^^'^re  the  pleasant- 
!  est  of  his  life.  And  his  old  friends  re- 
I  member  with  great  pleasure  the  generous 
j  hospitalities  w  hich  were  so  gracefully  dis- 
I  pensed  by  him  and  his  accomplished  wife 
I  during  these  years.  Happy  in  his  home, 
I  and  successful  in  his  profession,  Mr.  Peck 
I  was  content,  though  still  aspiring, 
j  About  this  time  he  was  retained  as  gen- 
•  eral  counsel  for  the  Vermont  Central  Rail- 
I  road  through  the  influence  of  Gov.  Paine, 
I  who  had  a  thorough  appreciation  of  his 
;  safe  and  reliable  legal  advice,  and  from  that 
j  time  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  continued 
'  their  counsel.    But  thou«rh  overwhelmed 
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with  professional  business,  Mr.  Peck,  after 
1845.  mingled  to  some  extent  in  politics. 
From  1S47  to  1851,  he  represented  this 
I    district   in  Congress.     While   there  he 
I    formed  mari\"  valuable  acquaintances,  and 
1    among  ihusc  oi  v.  liom  he  wus  most  accus- 
tomed to  speak,  were  Daniel  S.  Dickinson 
and  Gov.  Marcy,  for  with  them  in  particu- 
lar, he  was  on  intimate  and  familiar  terms. 

His  congressional  career  was  satisfactory 
to  his  constituents.  He  was  respected 
and  honored  by  all  v*ho  knev.-  him,  and  in 
all  the  speeches  which  he  made  there  is 
the  same  precision  and  accuracy  for  which 
he  was  noted  at  home.  But  I  think  po- 
litical life  was  distasteful  to  him. 

He  was  essentially  a  man  of  habit.  His 
profession  was  the  profession  of  law.  He 
had  become  habituated  to  the  routine -of 
that  kind  of  labor,  and  when  he  stepped 
iiUu  J.  lie,  uiCA.u  he  fell  thu:.  he  hadstriiyed 
from  home,  and  I  think  his  mind  ever 
turned  from  the  dissipations  of  the  fashion- 
able life  of  Washington  with  fond  regret  to 
his  quiet  liome  among  his  friends  and  the 
green  hills  of  Vermont.  Indeed,  he  has 
told  me  this  in  substance,  many  times, 
and  that  the  greatest  mistake  of  his  life 
was  in  going  to  Washington  at  all.  Prob- 
ably, however,  when  he  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  law  on  his  return  from  Washington 
in  1852,  his  reputation  received  additional 
lustre  by  reason  of  his  congressional  life. 
Since  1852,  there  iiave  been  few  large  suits 
in  the  State  in  which  he  has  not  been  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  Peck  was  United  States  District 
Attorney  under  President  Pierce,  and  was 
once  or  twice  nominated  by  his  party  as 
Governor  of  this  State.  From  1S59 
death,  he  was  president  of  the  Vermont  & 
Canada  Railroad. 

But  his  fame  rests  in  his  professional 
life.  And  here  it  was  that  he  desired  to 
have  it  rest.  It  was  to  this  that  he  bent 
his  energies  ;  here  was  his  ambition,  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  at  last  he  stood 
without  his  peer,  princeps  inter  principes. 

Quintilian  tells  us  that  a  successful  law- 
yer must  be  a  good  man.  By  this  I  sup- 
pose is  meant  that  he  must  have  a  char- 
acter for  integrity  which  v/ill  inspire  con- 


fidence. Mr.  Peck  had  this  in  a  remark- 
able degree.  Everybody  believed  not  only 
in  his  ability,  but  also  in  his  honesty,  liis 
word  v.'as  law.  Hence  his  opinion  was 
sought  from  far  and  near.  Every  client  he 
ever  had  was  sure  to  return  in  nev/  emer- 
gencies, and,  when  he  again  departed,  it 
was  with  renewed  and  enlarged  confidence. 

His  kindness  and  patience  in  listening  to 
the  tedious  and  almost  senseless  recital  of 
imaginary  wrongs  by  moneyless  clients  is 
also  worthy  of  remark.  In  the  very  height 
of  his  professional  reputation,  I  doubt  if 
he  ever  refused  to  counsel  a  client,  how- 
ever poor  he  might  be,  or  however  small 
the  controversy,  and  I  need  hardly  say 
in  this  presence  that  such  controve'-sies 
are  sometimes  as  intricate  and  difficult  of 
solution  as  they  are  petty  and  insignifi- 
cant in  magnitude. 

He  was  seldom  if  ever  angry — never 
abusive.  I  can  safely  say  that  I  never 
knevv-  him  to  speak  ill  of  any  person.  I  do 
not  doubt  he  had  his  dislikes,  but  if  he  had 
he  kept  them  to  himself.  He  had  no  petty 
jealousy  of  his  brethren  at  the  bar.  He 
never  believed  it  necessary  to  success  that 
it  should  be  built  upon  the  ruins  of  his 
fellows.  "  With  malice  toward  none  and 
charity  for  all,''  his  ambition  was  to  rise  by 
his  own  merit,  and  give  others  the  same 
opportunity. 

His  courtesy,  too,  to  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  ba;  has  become  proverbial. 
For  many  years  his  position  has  been  com- 
manding ;  his  opinion  was  therefore  sought 
by  those  younger  than  himself.  Who  of 
us  does  not  remember  his  forbearance  and 
patience? 

Mr.  Peck  was  slow  in  forming  his 
opinions.  Every  loop-hole  in  a  question 
was  revolved  over  and  over  in  his  mind 
before  any  definite  conclusion  was  an- 
nounced. A  leading  though  homely  maxim 
witli  him  was,  "  Be  sure  you  are  right,  and 
then  go  ahead He  believed  in  the  ad- 
vice of  Polonius  to  his  son  : 

Beware 

Of  entrance  to  a  quarrel ;  but,  being  in. 
Bear  it,  tliat  the  oppo^or  may  beware  of  tliee. 

He  y/as  peaceful  in  his  habits,  and  for 
many  years  past  has  been  more  inclined  to 
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advise  settlements  than  to  bring  suits. 
His  friends  were  few,  but  as  a  general  rule 
very  select.  These  he  bound  to  his  heart 
with  hooks  of  steel.  In  this  connection  I 
raiiriGt  rr^'n''^  spe^kiiig  of  his  reti- 

cence. By  those  wh.o  did  not  know  him 
well,  this  has  been  taken  for  coldness.  But 
it  was  very  far  from  that. 

Mr.  Peck  was  one  of  the  most  sensitive 
men  I  ever  knew  ;  hence  he  was  never  ob- 
trusive. His  sensibilities  were  delicate, 
and  his  apparent  reserve  was  the  result  of 
a  retiring  modesty,  rather  than  coldness  of 
heart.  He  was,  on  the  contrary,  I  confi- 
dently affirm,  one  of  the  kindest-htarted 
men  I  ever  knew.  If  he  did  a  favor,  it 
was  quite  as  apt  to  be  behind  your  back  as 
to  your  face.  If  he  bestowed  charity  it 
v/as  with  no  ostentation.  If  done  at  all,  it 
was  becnuse  it  v.as  proper  and  ri<rht ;  no^ 
because  it  miglit  or  might  not  be  talked 
about. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  force  of 
habit  upon  hiQi.  When  once  the  wheels 
were  in  the  groove,  it  was  difficult  to  get 
him  out  of  it.  I  reniember  well  when  we 
moved  into  our  new  office,  about  i860. 
Many  a  time  ha\  e  I  known  him  to  pass  by 
to  the  old  Oilice,  and  never  discover  his 
error  until  he  had  got  to  the  stairway  or 
the  door.  It  was  many  months  before  he 
felt  at  home  in  our  new  quarters,  and  I 
believe  his  old  sign  never  came  down  from 
over  the  old  office  until  v/ithin  two  years. 

Mr.  Peck  never  pressed  a  debtor ;  I 
never  knew  him  to  dun  one,  even.  But, 
while  he  never  troubled  others,  he  was  al- 
W'ays  prompt  in  his  engagements,  and  they 
were  fultilled  with  no  quibbling,  no  mis- 
understandings. In  short,  he  had  a 
homely,  old-fashioned  honesty,  and  he  v/as 
particularly  attracted  towards  one  who  had 
the  same.  His  dealings  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  were  of  the  same  character ; 
he  was  open,  frank,  straightforward,  and 
he  was  never  found  in  any  different  position 
to-day  frun\  what  he  was  yesterday.  Hence 
his  word  was  a  bond. 

He  delighted  in  tiie  practice  of  the  law, 
not  so  much  in  the  contentions  of  the 
forum,  as  in  the  law  as  a  science.  Ris 
mind,  whether  in  or  out  of  court,  was  ever 


dwelling  upon  it ;  he  thought  of  nothing- 
else,  cared  for  nothing  else.  Here  was  his 
heart,  and  here  was  he  also.  He  had  a 
mind  and  temperament  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  scientific  investigation  of  legal  prin- 
ciples. For  his  mind,  being  active  and. 
strong,  gave  him  great  power  of  a nn lysis, 
and  his  temperament  being  slow. and  cau- 
tious, no  conclusion  was  announced  until 
the  analysis  was  complete.  His  chief  ex- 
cellence consisted  in  his  power  to  separate 
aud  distinguish  things  essential  from  things 
of  circumstance,  and  here  he  himself  could 
only  be  his  parallel.  His  clear  discrimina- 
tion easily  penetrated  the  small  clap-trap 
v.'ith  which  son^e  lawyers  attempt  to  con- 
ceal, rather  than  elucidate  the  truth,  and 
having  a  clear  understanding  himself,  he 
could  make  it  clear  to  others  also. 

Mr.  Peck  was  not  a  man  of  great  gen- 
eral learning,  or  high  scl^olj.rly  culture  ; 
his  reading  was  generally,  though  not  al- 
ways, confined  to  the  leather-bound  vol- 
urnes  of  our  office  ;  there  he  revelled  in 
perfect  contentment.  And  as  ,  each  new 
volume  was  issued,  heclrankfrom  the  clear 
fountains  of  the  law,  and  renewed  again 
his  acquaintance  with  old  and  faniihar 
principles  as  applied  to  new  cases. 

He  never  indulged  in  satire  or  sarcasm  ; 
at  most,  it  could  only  be  called  a  pleasant- 
ry. His  kindness  of  heart  forbid  that  he 
should  wound  the  feelings  of  others. 

He  never  ventured  upon  fiights  of  im- 
agination or  sketches  of  fancy.  He  con- 
sidered them  as  but  small  aids  in  the  elu- 
cidation of  truth,  and  when  these  arts  were 
opposed  to  him,  they  folded  away  into  the 
thin  air  of  nothingness  as  he  exposed  their 
worthlessness.  For  want  of  these  arts  it 
has  sometimes  been  said  that  he  was  not  a 
great  jury  advocate.  If  by  this  is  meant 
he  was  not  brilliant  in  his  conceptions, 
and  swift  and  rapid  in  that  kind  of  imagery 
which  captivates  the  fancy  and  pushes  the 
mind  momentarily  from  its  true  balance,  I 
agree  to  it,  but  if  the  art  of  good  advocacy 
consists  in  convincing  the  understanding 
and  riveting  the  mind  upon  the  vital  and 
centraliziiig  points  of  a  case,  tlien,  ]  tiiink; 
he  was  a  great  jury  advocate,  and  ids  great 
success  in  this  regard  is  the  best  proof  of 
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